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FOURTEENTH    ANNIVERSARY, 


Thb  American  Unitarian  Association  celebrated  its 
ibarteenth  anniversary  on  Tuesday  evening,  May  29th, 
1899.  The  members  met  for  the  transaction  of  business. 
at  half  past  six  o' clocks  in  ^he  Berry  Street  Vestry,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Nichols,  president,  in  the  chair. 

The  records  of  the  last  annual  meeting  were  read. 

The  Treasurer's  Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expendi- 
tures was  then  presented,  and  accepted. 


Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of   the 

American  Unitarian  Association,  from 

May  28,  1838,  to  May  28,  1839. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  May  ^,  1838,      1209  22 
**      transferred  from  the  fund  for  sup- 
port of  the  Agency,     .        .        .        553  76 


From  Auxiliary  Societies  and  Subscrip- 
tions,      .        .        .        .        .  2J33  50 

•«    Life  Members, 292  00 

**    DonatioiM,  from  Societies  and  Indi- 
viduals,      1357  01 

»    Sale  of  Tracts, 300  90 

*•    Subscribers  to  General  Agency,  1458  00 
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EXPENDITURES. 

For  Printing  Tracts  and  Paper,      .        .  (1397  37 

"    Incidental  Expenses    ...  46  83 

<<    Salary  of  the  General  Agent,  .        .  1800  00 
**    Travelling  expenses  of  do.  do.  and 

postage,           .   '     .        .        .  255  00 
^    Rent  of  room  for  Agent  from  Jan.  1, 

1838,  to  Jalyl,  1839,  .        .       .  300  00 
Commission  for  collecting  subscriptions 
for  General  Agency  for  1833,  '34, 
'35,  W,  W,  '38,  and  paid  for  clerk- 
hire  for  making  out  and  adjusting 
the  accounta,       ....  378  59 
Rev.  Mr.  Warland  for  Missionary  servi- 
ces in  New  Hampshire,  .        .  40  00 
<'    Mr.  Walcutt,  for  do.  do.  do.  .  50  00 
»      "   Willson,  for  do.  do.  do.         .  50  00 
In  aid  of  the  Unitarian  Society  in  Rich- 
mond, N.  H 50  00 

JRuiMUtry  Servten  in  ^Pno  T&rk,  Pm».,  Ohio,  /tut., 
Ey,,Mick.,  T$»M,,  mi4  III. 

Rev.  Dr.  Kendall,       ....  3600 

<«    A.  B.  Muzzey,       .        .               .  90  00 

do.  for  travelling  expenses,       .  93  50 

**    S.  Barrett, 10  00 

<*    George  Ripley,          ...  20600 

^    Calvin  Lincoln,      •        •        ,        «  10  00 

«<    Mr.  Thompson,           ...  13274 

«    A.  D.  Jones 30  00 

(<        do.    do 10  00 

<«    Charles  Babbidge,         ...  65  00 

<<    Mr.  Hosmer,      ....  5000 

««    J.  P.  B.  Storer,      .       .        .        •  106  27 

«<    William  Gray  Swett,         .        .  50  00 

<*    Warren  Burton,    ....  2500 
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ReT.  Mr.  Hoemer,      .       .       •       •  10  00 

«    J,  P.  aarke,  ...        .         30  00 

**    W.  P.  HantiDgtoa,    ...  25000 

**    C.  Nightingale, 100  00 

For  BDpplying  Rey.  Mr.  Green's  desk  at 

East  Cambridge  two  Sabbaths,  20  00 

Paid  F.  Alger  in  aid  Unitarian  Society  in 

Washington,  D.  C.      .        .  100  00 
"    Asa  Daby  for  1st  Parish  in  Har- 
vard,      50  00 

••    W.  &  S.  Brown,  First  Unitarian 

Society  in  Boylston,        .        .  50  00 

**    Lather  Wtllson,  Missionary  servi- 
ces in  Houltoo,  Me.      .        •  30  00 
"    for  aid  Unitarian  Society  in  Brook- 
lyn, Conn.         .        .               •          50  00 
«    for  aid  do.  do.  in  Tyngsboro',     .            50  00 
**    for  aid  do.  do.  in  Stand ish.  Me.,    •         50  00 
^    for  aid  do.  do.  in  East  Village,  Lex- 
ington, ,        .        .        .        .            75  00 
**    Mr.  Battelle  in  aid  of  Unitarian 

Society  in  Pall  River,      .        .        J20  00 

^  .   6257  29 

Balance,  $1047 10 

HENRY    RICE. 
May  28, 1839. 
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The  following  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  then 
ehooen. 
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OFFICERS 

OF  TRJE 

AMERICAN  UNITARIAN  ASSOCIATION. 


PRESIDE  NT. 

Rer.  IcRABOD  Nichols,  D.  D.,  M&. 

▼  ICE     PRESIDENTS. 

Hon.  Joseph  Ltman,  Mass. 

"      William  Sullivan,  Mass. 

"      Chales  H.  Athbrton,  N.  H.. 

^      Stephen  Lonofbllow,  Mov 
Henrt  Wbeaton,  Esq.  N.  Y. 
James  Taylor,  Esq.  Penn. 
Henry  Payson,  Elsq.  Md. 
Hon.  William  CkANCH,  D.  C. 
Martin  L.  Hurlburt,  Esq.  Penn.. 
Hod.  Samuel  S.  Wilde,  Mass.. 

"      Samuel  Hoar,  Mass. 
Timothy  Flint,  Esq.  La. 
Hon.  Lemuel  H.  Arnold,  R.  I. 
Benjamin  Bakewell,  Esq.  Penn.. 
H.  J.  HuiDiKOPBR,  Esq.  Penn. 

EZECUTIYE      GOMMITT^BE. 

Rev.  Samuel  Barrett,.       ^ 

*'     George  Ripley,  >     Dirutors^ 

"     Artemas  B.  Mu^zey,  y 
Rev.  Charles  Briggs,  Gentral  Secretary. 

'*     Samuel  K.  Lothrop,  Assktani  Secretwy. 
Henrt  Rice,  Esq.  Treasurer. 
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Agreeably  to  the  lOth  Article  of  the  Constitution,  the 
fi)Uowing  gentlemen  were  then  chosen  Councillors  of 
the  American  Unitarian  Association. 


Francis  Alger,  Esq. 
William  T.  Andrews  Esq. 
Isaiah  Bangs,  Esq. 
N.  A.  Barrett,  Esq. 
William  Brigham,  Esq. 
George  Bond,  Esq. 
E.  Cobb,  Esq. 
C.  K.  Dillaway,  Esq. 
Hon.  S.  Fairbanks, 
Rev.  F.  A.  Farley, 
Albert  Fearing,  Esq* 
Dr.  J.  F.  Fiagg, 
Rev.  C.  Francis, 
Rev.  Ezra  S.  Gannett, 
Re?.  F.  W.  P.  Greenwood, 
S.  Greele,  Esq. 
Rey.  James  D.  Green, 
Rer.  E.  B.  Hall, 
Rev.  Alonzo  Hill, 
James  Kendall,  D.  D, 
John  Lamson,  Esq. 
Peter  Mackintosh,  Esq. 
Samuel  May,  Esq. 
Rot.  Henry  A.  Miles, 
JohnOwen,  Esq. 


Francis  Parkman,  D.  D. 
Re?.  Ephraim  Peabody, 
Hon.  Jonathan  Phillips, 
Hon.  Stephen  C.  Phillips, 
Rev.  J.  Pierpont, 
John  Prentiss,  Esq. 
L.  G.  Pray,  Esq. 
Wm.  Pomroy,  Esq. 
Rev.  George  Putnam, 
Rev.  C.  Robbins, 
John  G.  Rogers,  Esq. 
Henry  B.  Rogers,  Esq. 
Benjamin  Seaver,  Esq. 
W.  R.  Sumner,  Esq. 
Rev.  C.  Stetson, 
Hon.  R.  Sullivan, 
Robert  G.  Shaw,  Esq. 
Rev.  Moses  G.  Thomas, 
Rev.  J.  W.  ThomMon, 
Francis  O.  Watts,  Esq. 
James  Walker,  D.  D. 
Henry  Ware,  Jr.  D.  D. 
Rev.  Jason  Whitman, 
Hon.  Sidney  Willard, 
Re^.  A.  Young. 


At  half  past  seven  o'clock  the  Association  proceeded 
to  the  Federal  Street  Church.  Prayers  were  offered  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Flint,  of  Salem.  After  which  the  Report  of  the 
Ezecotive  Committee  was  read  by  the  General  Secretary. 
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FOURTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


or  THS 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE. 


FouRTBCN  years  have  now  elapsed  since  the  formation 
of  this  Association.  For  some  time  it  had  the  sympathy 
of  but  a  small  part  of  the  denomination.  Its  means  of 
usefulness  were  comparatively  limited  ;  and  it  struggled 
on  amidst  much  opposition  and  many  discouragements. 
But  as  its  objects  and  operations  became  more  known,  it 
gained  in  public  favor  ;  and  many,  who  once  viewed  it 
with  distrust,  came  forward  as  its  friends  and  benefactors. 
And  at  this  time  it  is  receiving  encouragement  and  sup- 
port from  almost  every  society  in  the  denomination. 

The  Executive  Committee,  in  presenting  this  Report, 
are  happy  to  inform  the  members  of  the  Association  that 
during  the  past  year  they  have  found  much  to  encourage 
and  animate  them  in  their  labors ;  —  that  the  sphere  of 
their  usefulness  has  been  increased,  and  their  efforts  in 
the  cause  of  truth  and  righteousness  have  been  crowned 
with  success.  A  kind  Providence  has  blessed  us  in  our 
work.  And  we  feel  that  we  have  much  cause  for  grati- 
tude and  devout  acknowledgment  to  the  Giver  of  all 
good. 

From  a  very  extensive  correspondence  of  the  Secretary 
we  have  collected  much  valuable  information,  which  will 
aid  us  essentially  in  our  future  plans  and  operations.    We 
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bate  Urns  been  made  more  fallf  acqotinted  with  the  con* 
dilioB  and  proapeets  of  our  ehurchea,  the  wanta,  wiahea 
and  triala  of  our  dtatant  brethren,  and  the  progreaa  of 
pare  and  practical  religion  throughout  the  country.  Wa 
have  learned  that  there  is  a  growing  demand  for  our 
preachers  in  the  Southern  aod  Western  States,  — -  that 
raanj  of  onr  faith  have  goue  there  from  New  England, 
and  are  in  a  great  measure  deprived  of  the  religious  priv- 
ileges thej  enjojed  here,  —  that  a  large  and  very  impor* 
tanl  pan  of  the  inhabitants  of  those  States  are  far  from 
being  satisfied  with  the  popular  faith,  —  that  they  desire 
aomeihing  more  rational,  and  are  disposed,  nay  rejoice, 
to  receive  our  views. 

And  fiom  the  visits  of  the  Secretary  in  the  Northern 
and  Eastern  States,  we  have  become  better  acquainted 
with  the  spiritual  wants  of  our  brethren  in  those  parts  of 
the  country.  And  notwithstanding  a  loud  call  comes  to 
OS  from  the  great  West,  we  feel  that  there  are  calls 
nearer  home  which  mast  not  be  disregarded; — that  while 
we  attend  to  the  moral  growth  of  the  new,  we  must  guard 
against  the  moral  decay  of  the  old  States.  And  we  have 
the  past  year  done  much  more  than  formerly  to  aid  the 
New  England  chnrches.  We  have,  too,  felt  more  sen- 
sibly the  claims  of  the  South,  and  have  afforded  more  aid 
to  OQf  Societies  there* 

TIACT     DBPARTMENT, 

The  demand  for  our  Tracts  the  past  year  has  been  un- 
osaally  great ;  and  applications  have  been  made  for  them 
from  almost  every  state  in  the  Union.  They  have,  it  is 
believed,  done  much  good  ;  —  have  removed  some  of  the 
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Strong  prejudices  which  exist  against  us;  —  hare  ani* 
mated  the  hopes  of  the  bdierer,  confirmed  the  faith  of 
the  doubting,  and  Teclairoed  the  infidel.  In  remote  and 
new  parts  of  the  coontry,  where  the  voice  of  the  preacher 
could  seldom  be  heard,  these  silent  messengers  of  divine 
truth  have  spoken  lessons  of  comfort  and  hope  to  many 
an  inquiring  mind  and  anxious  heart.  And  many  a  de- 
scendant of  the  Pilgrims  in  those  places  has  welcomed 
them  to  his  lonely  habitation  with  gladness;  and  on 
every  returning  Sabbath  they  have  been  faithfully  and 
profitably  read  in  the  family  circle. 

The  Committee  have  published  several  Tracts  explan* 
atory  of  our  views  of  religion.     They  have  perceived  a 
great  want  of  such  ;    for  scarcely  a  letter  comes  to  the 
Secretary's  ofiice  that  does  not  remind  us  that  we  are  yet 
a  persecuted   denomination  —  that  we    are  not  unfre- 
quently  denied  Chrbtian  privileges,  and  the  Christian 
name  —  that  over  a  large  part  of  the  United  States  our 
doctrines  are  grossly  misrepresented,  and  opinions  laid  to 
otir  charge  which  we  utterly  disclaim.     Truth,  therefore, 
and  justice  require  that  we  should  strive  yet  more  and 
more  to  make  our  views  known  —  that  no  portion  of  that 
light  which  God  has  given  us  should  be  hid  ;  and  that  we 
should  especially  shed  around  us  the  light  of  a  Chrfstian 
example  in  our  writings  and  in  our  lives ;    that  others, 
seeing  our  good  works,  may  be  led  to  glorify  our  Father 
who  is  in  heaven. 

The  number  of  Tracts  published  during  the  year,  to* 
gether  with  reprints  of  seven,  is  about  70.000.  Thej  are 
on  the  following  subjects ;  **  The  duty  of  proonoting 
Christianity  by  the  circulation  of  Books,"  by  Henry  Ware, 
Jr.     "  The  Future  Life,"  by  Wm.  E.  Channing.     *• 
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peoUnce  (he  ground  of  Forgiveness/'  bj  Joseph  HoUoo^ 
of  London.  "  Retaon  and  Revelation/'  by  A.  A.  Liver- 
more.  "  Fidelitj  in  Dutj,  not  acearaey  iq  Belief,  our 
teat  of  the  Christian  Character/'  by  Andrew  P.  Peabody* 
"  The  Unitarian  Reform/'  by  James  F.  Clarke.  "  Trutha 
joined  by  God  not  to  be  sundered  by  man/'  by  Samuel 
Osgood  "  The  worship  of  the  Father  a  service  of  grati« 
Code  and  joy/'  by  Wm.  E.  Channing.  <'On  the  Atone* 
ment/'  by  Edward  B.  Hall.  '*  Unitarianism  vindicated 
against  the  charge  of  Skeptical  Tendencies/'  by  James 
Walker.  '<  Belief  and  Unbelief/'  by  Orville  Dewey. 
These  with  the  Annual  Report,  constitute  the  12th  Vol- 
ume of  OUT  Tracts. 

AUXILIARY     ASSOCIATIONS. 

The  Committee  attach  great  importance  to  Auxiliary 
Associations.  They  regard  them  as  among  the  best 
Bieans  of  diffusing  Christian  knowledge  and  promoting 
anion,  sympathy,  and  benevolent  effort  in  our  parishes. 
The  Secretary  has  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  delivering 
addresses  and  forming  such  associations.  The  number 
fixmed  the  past  year  is  thirty-lhree. 

Four  years  ago  about  twno  thousand  of  die  Tracts  were 
taken  by  the  Auxiliaries,  and  the  number  taken  by  them 
ike  last  year  was  nearly  five  thousand. 

The  New  Hampshire  Association  is  connected  with  us, 
and  reeeifes  its  Tracts  from  our  depository.  It  is  not 
large ;  but  its  members  are  active  and  deeply  engaged  in 
promoting  its  ohjects.  Its  funds  are  devoted  to  mission* 
try  objects  in  that  State. 

Dmriag  the  past  year,  a  CenveBtion  of  the  clergy  of  our 
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denomination  in  Maine  was  formed  for  the  parpose  of 
awakening  in  their  respective  societies  an  interest  in  the 
religious  wants  of  the  State.    Thej  hare  requested  the 
Secretary  to  visit  all  their  parishes,  and  form  Associations, 
which  are  to  be  auxiliary  to  this'AssociaitioD.    The  funds 
raised  by  those  Associations  will  be  paid  to  our  Treasurer, 
with  the  understanding  that  they  are  to  be  drawn  out  by 
the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Convention  for  the  sup- 
port of  missionaries  and  destitute  societies  in   Maine. 
We  rejoice  at  these  truly  Christian  efforts  of  our  brethren 
in  the  neighboring  States.     And  we  sincerely  thank  them 
for  their  sympathy  and  co-operation.     Such  efforts,  be- 
sides building  up  the  waste  places  of  Zion,  and  improving 
the  moral  condition  of  others,  will  not  fail  to  bless  those 
who  are  engaged  in  them^ 

DONATIONS     AND     LIFE     MEMBERS. 

Our  expenditures  the  past  year  have  been  unusually 
great.  Two  months  since  our  appropriations  considerably 
exceeded  the  funds  in  the  Treasury ;  but  by  the  liberali- 
ty of  several  individuals,  and  timely  aid  from  Auxiliary 
Associations,  we  have  been  able  to  meet  all  demands ; 
and  have  on  hand  the  means  of  usefulness  for  the  coming 
year ;  not,  however,  sufficient  to  meet  those  wants  of  the 
denomination,  which  we  are  expected  to  supply.  Several 
applications  for  aid  have  recently  been  made  from  deeti- 
tttte  societies,  which  we  were  obliged,  for  the  present  at 
least,  to  refuse. 

The  number  added  to  the  list  of  life  members  during 
the  year  is  nineteen.  Seven  of  thesd  were  clergymen » 
and  were  made  life  members  by  the  ladies  of  their  re- 
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qieetire  aoeieties.  The  whole  number  of  life  members 
18  three  hundred  and  twenty-five.  The  following  dona- 
tions were  made  the  past  year.  An  individual  in  Dover, 
M.  fi.  made  a  donation  of  three  hundred  dollars.  A  lady 
of  this  city  lefl  as  in  her  will  one  hundred  dollars.  A 
lady  of  Rev.  Dr.  Walker's  society  in  Charlestown  made  a 
donation  of  live  hundred  dollars.  And  a  gentleman  in 
Northampton  subscribed  fifty  dollars  a  year  for  ten  years. 
Smaller  donations  have  been  made  by  individuals,  by 
female  benevolent  associations,  and  by  the  ladies  of 
several  societies. 

DESTITITTE     SOCIETIES. 

The  more  we  have  known  of  the  peculiar  wants  and 
trials  of  destitute  societies,  the  more  desirous  we  have 
been  of  affording  them  assistance  ;  and  especially  those 
which  have  the  elements  of  growth,  and  consequently  re- 
quire but  temporary  aid. 

Deprived,  as  some  of  these  societies  are,  particularly  in 
distant  places,  of  many  religious  privileges,  surrounded 
by  those  who  deny  them  Christian  fellowship,  in  whose 
churches  they  cannot  profitably  worship,  and  whose  min- 
isters not  unfrequently  deny  them  a  seat  at  the  table  of 
oar  common  Lord,  and  refuse  the  waters  of  Baptism  to 
their  children,  they  deserve  the  sympathy  and  aid  of  the 
more  favored  societies  ;  —  of  those  whom  Providence  has 
blessed  with  the  means  of  relieving  the  moral  wants  of 
their  brethren.     We   hesitate  not  to  say   that  it   is  a 
Christian  duty  to  feel  and  manifest  an  interest  in  those  of 
oar  faith  who  are  thus  situated.     By  the  golden  rule  of 
our  Saviour,  by  our  lore  for  mankind,  and  our  regard  lor 
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•their  everiaeting  weUtre,  it  becomes  lis  to    aid  saeh 
.societies  ia  supporting  religious  iustitutiousb 

We  have  afforded  aid  tbe  past  year  to  twenty-one  dea^ 
titute  societies.  About  half  of  these  are  in  New  EngUiDd. 
The  sums  granted  to  each  society  were  from  fifty  U>  one 
hundred  dollars. 


MISSIONARY     OPERATIONS. 

The  Committee,  as  they  ha?e  become  more  acquainted 
with  the  moral  condition  of  the  country,  and  seen  the 
good  that  has  been  accomplished  by  sending  abroad  able 
and  devoted  preachers,  have  been  desirous  of  extending 
their  missionary  operations.     And  it  will  be  seen  from 
our  Reports  that  within  a  few  years  the  Association  has 
done  much  more  in  this  important  field  of  duty  than  form- 
erly.   Four  years  ago  we  employed  only  two  missionaries ; 
the  year  after,  seven ;    the  year  following  that,  fourteen  ; 
and  the  last  year,  twenty-three.     This  number  may  seem 
large  to  some.     And  we  would  remark,  that  the  most  of 
them  were  employed  for  short  periods,  —  some  for  a  month 
or  two,  and,  in  two  or  three  instances,  for  single  Sab- 
baths.   They  preached  in  eleven  States.     Maine,  New 
Hampshire,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Kentucky, 
Michigan,  Illinois,   Missouri,  Georgia,    and    Alabama. 
The  most  of  them  were  men  of  experience,  and  well 
adapted  to  the  work.     They  attracted  large  audiences, 
formed  several  societies,  which  promise  to  be  permanent, 
administered  the  ordinances,  e^ablished  Sabbath  Schools, 
and  did  much  to  comfort,  strengthen,  and  edify   the 
ehiirches.    They  were  the  following  :   Rev.  Mr.  Ripley, 
of  Boston ;  Rev.  Mr.  Bfaazey,  of  Cambridge  Port ;  Rev. 
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Mr.  Barretti  oT  BostoD ;  Rsv*  Mr.  Ghreen,  of  East  Caia- 
bridge;  Rev.  Mr.  Lincolo,  of  Fitchburg;  Rev.  Mr.  Wil- 
aoD.  of  Westford  ;  Rev.  Dr.  Kendall,  of  Plymoath ;  Rev. 
Mr.  Hosmer,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ;  Mr.  R  F.  Barrett^  Mr. 
Simaona,  Mr.  Nightingale^  and  Mr.  Wilsoni  late  of  the 
Divinity  Scbod^  Cambridge ;  Mr,  Cranch,  of  Washing<* 
Con,  D.  C. ;  Rev.  Warren  Burton,  Rev.  Mr.  Thompson, 
of  Salem  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Storer,  of  Walpole ;  Rev.  Mr.  Bab- 
bidge,  of  Pepperell ;  Rev.  Mr.  Merrick,  of  Sandwich ; 
Rev.  Mr.  Swett,  of  Boston ;  Rev.  Mr.  Jones,  of  Brigh- 
ton ;  Rev.  Mr.  Emmons,  of  Meadville,  Penn. ;  Rev.  Mr. 
Clarke,  of  Louisville,  Ky. ;  and  Rev.  Mr.  Huntington. 

Among  the  places  where  they  preached,  are  Uoulton, 
Me. ;  Syracuse,  Lockport,  Lewiston,  Pekin,  and  Vernon, 
N.  Y. ;  Philadelphia,  and  Erie,  Penn. ;  Marietta,  Zanea- 
ville,  Cleveland,  and  Toledo,  Ohio  ;  Detroit,  Michigan  ; 
Owensburg,  Ky. ;  Chicago,  Peoria,  Tremont,  Jackson- 
ville, Hillsboro',  and  several  other  places  in  Illinois. 

The  society  at  Augusta,  Geo.  has  for  some  time  been 
destitute  of  a  clergyman.  But  we  are  informed  that  it  is 
about  being  revived  ;  and  proposes  building  a  new  church 
ih^  present  season. 

The  society  at  Savannah,  Geo.  has  much  increased  the 
past  winter  under  the  ministrations  of  Rev.  Mr.  Thacher ; 
and  appears  never  to  have  been  in  so  flourishing  a  condi- 
tion. 

The  society  at  Mobile,  Ala.,  is  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tioii.  The  labors  of  Rev.  Mr.  Simmons,  its  present  pas- 
tor, have  been  peculiarly  blessed.  He  has,  indeed,  met 
with  much  opposition,  not  to  say  persecution,  from  other 
denominations,  but  be  has  met  it  in  a  becoming  manner ; 
and  with  a  strong  conviction  that  be  waa  proclaiming  the 
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trath  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  preached  with  great  earnestness 
and  effect.  His  church  has  been  crowded  with  deeply 
attentive  hearers.  And  he  has  done  much  to  promote 
the  cause  of  truth  and  piety. 

Our  views  have  been  embraced  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent in  one  of  the  Southern  Colleges.  Two  of  the  pro- 
fessors have  become  deeply  interested  in  them.  One  is 
the  Professor  of  Theology  ;  and  preaches  in  the  College 
chapel.  He  is  a  man  of  popular  talents,  and  zealous  in 
the  cause ;  and  will,  no  doubt,  exert  a  powerful  influence 
upon  all  who  hear  him. 

The  most  important  and  flourishing  societies  in  the 
West,  are  those  at  Buffalo,  Cincinnati,  Louisville,  and 
St.  Louis.  Rev.  Mr.  Elliot's  society  in  the  latter  place 
has  greatly  increased  since  the  erection  of  its  church. 
A  correspondent,  afler  giving  some  account  of  the  con- 
dition and  prospects  of  that  society,  and  stating  that 
during  the  past  year  forty-three  were  added  to  the  number 
of  their  communicants,  and  thirty-five  to  the  Sabbath 
School,  remarks  thus  :  "  We  have  increased  as  a  con- 
gregation, about  one  half  or  more.  We  have  the  best 
music  in  the  city ;  and  our  oratorios  for  the  poor  this 
winter,  realised  $  800.  /  am  satisfied  with  this  result, 
and  ffou  will  be  when  you  consider  the  wind  and  tide  of 
prejudice  that  we  have  to  contend  with." 

The  society  at  Chicago,  111.  has  been  prospered  the 
past  year.  An  impulse  was  given  to  it  last  suminer 
by  the  labors  of  our  missionaries,  particularly  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Thompson  of  Salem.  It  has  raised  funds  for  the 
support  of  a  minister,  and  provided  a  place  for  public 
worship.  Mr.  Nightingale  has  been  preaching  there  for 
some  time  to  good  audiences ;  composed  mostly  of  en- 
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^i^fp/nrng  jooag  mea  from  New^Eogland^  who  are 
posed  to  make  great  sacrifice*  fer  the  eaiabliahment  of 
rdigiotts  institutions. 

The  society  at  HUlsboro^  in  Ibat  stale,  eooUnues  to  in- 
ttease  wltli  the  growth  of  the  place.  Rev.  Mr.  Huntini^ 
ton  stiil  preaches  there  and  in  several  of  the  Deighboriog 


At  Clevelaad,  Ohio,  there  are  a  number  of  de- 
Toled  Christians  of  our  foitb,  who  are  extremely  desirooB 
of  building  up  a  society,  and  having  a  permanent  m|i^ 
istry. 

The  society  recently  formed  at  Lockport,  N.  Y.  prom- 
ises well.  It  has  as  yet  no  church,  bat  proposes  building 
one  the  present  season.-  Mr.  B.  F.  Barrett  has  preached 
there  the  past  winter  with  great  acceptance.  He  has 
preached,  too,  occasionally  at  Lewiston  and  Pekin. 

At  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  a  highly  respectable  society  has 
been  established,  and  a  church  erected  under  very  favor- 
able auspices.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Storer,  late  of  Walpole,  has 
accepted  an  invitation  to  become  its  Pastor,  and  he  enters 
upon  that  new  field  of  duty  with  the  prospect  of  exten- 
sive usefulness.  All  who  have  preached  there  have  re- 
ceived very  favorable  impressions  respecting  the  soci- 
ety. One  of  our  missionaries  writes  thus :  "  The  soci- 
ety at  Syracuse  is  fiourishing  beyond  the  most  sanguine 
expectations  of  its  friends.  It  is  founded  on  the  right 
foundation,  and  is  strong  in  the  affections  of  the  people. 
The  house  is  crowded  with  intelligent  and  devoted  bearers, 
who  appear  to  take  a  deep  interest  in  religious  truth, 
and  to  be  desirous  of  illustrating  its  spirit.  I  have  not 
known  a  new  society  to  be  more  successful  in  its  begin- 
ninge.    It  was  perfectly  delightful  to  preach  to  a  con- 
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gregation,  that  seemed  to  hunger  and  thirA  for  relifrieuB 
iDBtruction,  and  who  were  so  sealcHis  to  improve  their 
opportunities  of  acquiring  it." 

A  much  esteemed  member  of  the  society,  in  a  letter 
to  the  Secretary,  says :  '*  Our  society  continues  to  ack 
Tance  in  strength,  while  opposed  with  the  utmost  vehe^ 
mence.  Indeed  we  daily  hear  of  attacks  n^ade  upon  us 
mpproaohing  to  rudeness.  Last  Sabbath  evening  the 
house  was  so  full  that  many  could  not  find  seats,  and 
irere  thus  compelled  to  leave." 

MIHI8TBT     TO    THB     POOH. 

The  Committee  continue  to  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the 
ministry  to  the  Poor  in  this  city.  Though  not  now  con- 
nected with  the  Association  as  it  was  at  its  first  establish- 
ment, still  it  is  an  object  of  our  solicitude  and  prayers ; 
for  we  regard  no  benevolent  work  of  the  age  more  truly 
Christian  and  philanthropic.  The  labors  of  its  devoted 
ministers  continue  to  be  blessed ;  and  the  amount  of  good 
which  they  are  doing  is  incalculable.  It  will  be  gratify- 
ing to  its  friends  to  learn  that  the  corner  stone  of  a  new 
cl^apel  has  just  been  laid.  And  we  are  happy  to  state 
that  a  gentleman  of  this  city  has  recently  lefl  our  associ- 
ation the  sum  of  1 1,600  for  the  use  of  this  ministry. 

A  similar  ministry  was  much  needed  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio ;  and  application  was  made  to  us  to  assist  in  its  ee- 
tablbhment  The  Committee,  feeling  the  importance  of 
the  object,  and  perceiving  that  it  was  undertaken  in  such 
a  way,  and  by  such  men  as  promised  success  to  the 
^ork,  d^d  not  hesitate  to  grant  the  aid  required. 


S19  FOmtTBBHTH  AStniAL  BXPOST.  19 

B&ITI8H    AND    FOREIGN     UlflTARIAlf 

ASSOCIATION. 

Oar  correspondenGe  with  the  "  British  and  Foreign 
Unitarian  Association/'  has  been  continued;  and  we 
bare  occasionalJj  exchanged  publications. 

It  gives  us  pleasure  thus  to  reciprocate  favors,  and  to  do 
all  in  oar  power  to  strengthen  the  cords  of  Christian 
sjmpathy  and  teotherhood  between  those  of  the  same 
origin  and  a  common  faith.  We  have  appointed  Rot* 
Chandler  Robbins,  one  of  our  Executive  Gomraitteey  to 
represent  us  at  the  annual  meeting  of  that  Association. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Gannett,  of  this  city,  attended  the  last 
annual  meeting  as  our  delegate,  and  met  with  a  cordial  re* 
eeption,  as  appears  from  the  following  remarks  in  the  re- 
port  of  that  meeting. 

*'  As  we  were  unavoidably  deprived  of  the  presence  of 
the  Rev.  E.  S.  Gannett,  at  our  last  anniversary,  we  are 
happj  to  give  him  the  welcome  of  a  brother  at  this  meeU 
ing.  It  will  be  a  source,  we  trust,  of  gratifying  reflection 
to  all  parties,  that  he  has  been  enabled  to  appear  on  this 
occasion  as  the  delegate  of  the  American  Unitarian  A^ 
aoeiation.  His  presence  amongst  us  has  indeed  drawn 
cloeer,  and  strengthened  with  new  sympathies  the  ties 
that  bind  us  to  our  American  brethren.  The  services 
with  which  Mr.  Gannett  has  most  kindly  and  liberaUy 
fiivored  the  Unitarian  congregations  in  and  about  the  me- 
tropolis, have  been  warmly  welcomed  and  most  highly 
qipreciated ;  and  he  will  carry  with  him,  when  he  returns 
so  the  United  States,  the  best  wishes,  and  the  most  hffeo- 
tiooate  sympathies  of  his  gratified  and  grateful  fellow 
kelieverB  in  this  land  of  our  common  Fathers." 


• 
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We  sincerely  hope,  at  our  foture  annaal  meetings,  to 
welcome  delegates  from  the  British  and  Foreign  Unitarian 
Association . 

The  Committee,  from  what  they  know  of  the  condition 
and  prospects  of  the  denomination,  see  much  that  is  en* 
couraging — much  to  inspire  hope  and  confidence  in  our 
cause — ranch  to  animate  us  in  the  glorious  work  of  ex- 
tending the  empire  of  truth,  of  imparting  religious  in* 
stniction  and  Christian  influences  to  those  who  are  ex- 
posed to  moral  dangers,  and  huilding  up  the  kingdom  of 
Christ  in  the  hearts  of  men. 

We  see  much  that  is  favorable  to  the  progress  of  en* 
lightened  views  of  religion  in  the  state  of  the  times,  in 
the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  in  the  movements  of  other 
denominatipus,  and  in  the  modification  which  their  doc« 
trines  are  now  undergoing. 

We  cannot  close  without  expressing  our  thanks  to  the 
numerous  benefactors  of  the  Association — to  individuals 
iind  communities  —  to  all  who  have  co-operated  with  us 
and  assisted  us  in  our  work.  They  have  thus  aided  the 
best  and  holiest  of  causes,  have  made  the  hearts  of  many 
to  rejoice,  have  sent  light  to  those  in  darkness,  and  the 
bread  and  water  of  life  to  those  who  were  ready  U>  perish. 

There  is  in  our  churches,  we  are  happy  to  say,  a  grow- 
ing interest  in  the  spread  of  the  Gospel — much  of  a  trdo 
missionary  spirit,  which  promises  happy  results.  This 
spirit  does,  and  will,  we  doubt  not,  yet  more  and  more 
afford  the  means  of  helping  Christians  of  our  faith  in  the 
newly  settled  parts  of  the  country,  in  supporting  religioos 
institutions,  and  establishing  societies. 

This  creates  a  demand  for  more  preaclieis ;  and  that 
this  demand  may  be  ansyeredj  it  is  important  mmbng 
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Other  things,  that  more  provision  should  be  made  for  the 
gratnitous  education  of  pious  and  able  young  men  for 
the  ministry ;  and  particularly  that  means  should  be  pro- 
vided for  their  education  previously  to  entering  upon  the 
study  of  Thedogy. 

We  hare  in  common  with  other  denominations,  done 
aomething  for  the  cause  of  religion  in  the  West.  But 
much,  very  much  remains  yet  to  be  done.  There  are 
many  of  our  brethren  in  the  great  Western  valley  who 
are  in  a  measure  denied  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel ; 
who  look  to  us  for  sympathy  and  aid,  and  God  grant  that 
tbej  may  not  look  in  vain.  We  trust  they  will  not. 
Nothing  is  wanting  but  men  and  means — preachers  well 
adapted  to  that  field,  and  funds  to  aid  temporarily  in 
their  support.  With  these,  incalculable  good  would  be 
done  to  the  church  and  the  country.  Societies  would 
BOOQ  be  established  in  every  important  place  from  the 
Lakes  to  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  and  thousands  who  are 
now  wedded  to  the  world,  would  be  brought  under  the 
infloences  of  the  Gospel. 

We  feel  that  there  is  a  great  responsibility  resting  upon 
Qa  as  a  denomination.  For  there  are  spiritual  wants 
tbrooghoot  the  land  which  we,  and  we  alone  can  supply. 
Many,  very  many  will  readily  embrace  Christianity,  if 
lightly  explained  and  presented  to  them,  who  would  other- 
wise live  without  the  believer's  hope,  and  go  down  to  the 
grave  nnsanctified  and  unblessed  by  the  religion  of  Jesus. 

The  command  of  our  Saviour,  "  Go  ye  into  all  the 
world  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature,"  ad- 
dresaes  itself  to  his  disciples  in  every  age  ;  and  it  bids  tts 
■end  this  Gospel  —  this  bread  that  came  down  firom 
Heaven,  which  bo  much  blesses  etir  condition,  to  those 


98  ?09]ITSSNTH  ANW17AL  RXPOET.  SK) 

whose  souls  are  starvisg  for  want  of  spiritual  food,  We, 
aball  thus  be  fellow-workers  with  our  Saviour  and  our 
Heavenly  Father,  in  blessing  and  saving  mankind. 


Rev.  A.  A.  LivERMORE,  of  Keene,  N.  H.,  rose,  and 
addressed  the  meeting  as  follows : 

Mr,  President^  —  I  move  the  acceptance  of  the  excel- 
lent and  interesting  Report  of  our  Secretary.     I  do  it» 
however,  with  unaffected  diffidence,  as  I  stand  among 
those  older  and  more  experienced  than  myself,  but  my 
inland  situation  may  give  me  some  indulgence.     That 
circumstance  suggests  to  me  that  an  error  prevails  among 
a  portion  of  our  denomination  in  relation  to  the  need  of 
controversy  —  an  error  attributable  rather  to  their  posi- 
tion, than  to  their  want  of  interest  in  the  cause,  or  know- 
ledge  of  things.    Many  think  and  say  that  the  day  of  de- 
bate is  over  —  the  battle  is  fought  and  the  victory  won—* 
and  that  to  introduce  disputed  points  is  uncalled  for  and 
intrusive.     It  is  so  in  some  places,  probably  in  this  city 
and  the  vicinity,  but  not  generally.     Upon  large  portions 
of  the  land  the  day  of  controversy  has  not  yet  come.     As 
society  is  constituted  among  us,  every  town  is  a  kind  of 
independent  republic.     It  has  its  own  time  for  revolution^ 
schism,  debate.     To  one  place  the  i^eform  comes  this 
year,  to  another  next,  and  so  on.     To  many  it  has  not 
yet  come.     The  controversy  therefore  has  to  be  waged 
Step  by  step,  from  town  to  town,  until  the  entire  countrj 
is  carried.    The  exposition  and  vindication  of  truth  is  as 
needful  as  it  ever  was,  not  perhaps  here,  but  elsewhere^ 
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DoetrnMl  Tracts  eoDtinoe  to  b«fe  tbeir  vahw.  Otnr 
Tiews  we  still  grossly  misaiidefstood  and  misrepresenled 
in  manj  seetisos.  Many  are  still  in  the  condition  of  the 
good  lady,  who,  even  after  her  minister  had  preached  on 
the  Unity  and  Trinity,  asked  him  what  was  the  dififerenoe 
between  him  and  a  professor  of  a  theological  seminary  of 
the  opposite  persuasion.  "  I  think  I  know/'  said  she, 
answering  her  own  qaestion,  '*  yon  believe  in  the  Father, 
and  be  believes  in  the  Son."  Or  of  the  roan,  who,  when 
imenoga&ed  as  to  his  views,  said,  "  he  believed  he  was  a 
soit  of  a  Urn-Trinitarian."  Such  profound  ignorance  of 
tlie  points  of  difference  is  not  rare.  It  is  important  there* 
fore  that  efficient  means  should  still  be  used  to  spread 
finn  town  to  town  those  doctrines  which  we  hold  to  be 
idetttical  with  the  Gospel.  As  this  work  advances,  the 
vitimate  effect  is  to  reaiove  prejudice  and  promote  charity 
and  ameliorate  other  sects.  We  help  the  diffusion  of 
Uaitarianism,  as  a  sentiment,  if  we  do  not  to  any  wide 
extent,  as  a  name. 

What  we  do  in  this  cause  meets  the  wants  of  society. 
The  views  we  send  forth  meet  with  a  hearty  response. 
Of  this  we  have  evidence  in  the  general  Report  We  do 
not  meet  this  evening  to  mourn  over  the  declining  for- 
tunes of  Unitarian  Christianity,  but  to  plant  another  land- 
nark  of  progress.  We  have  abundant  evidence  that  oar 
sentaioents  satisfy  the  deep  spiritual  wants  of  mankind. 
From  every  quarter,  city  and  country,  the  church  of  the 
Messiah  and  the  chapels  of  the  poor,  from  the  well  and 
the  sick,  we  have  testimony  that  Unitarianism  is  sufficient 
to  lire  by,  and  sufficient  to  die  by.  What  then,  sir,  are 
oar  duties  t  What  but  perseverance  in  the  good  old  way. 
No  aew   schemes  — no   extraordinary  measures  ^^  but 
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'Mbe  upon  line  and  precept  upon  precept."  The  wants 
of  the  West  and  the  wants  of  the  East  alike  claim  our 
sympathy  and  aid.  I  have  already  spoken  of  the  state  of 
New  England,  and  the  slowly  spreading  controversy  be- 
tween old  and  new  opinions.  But  the  wants  of  the  West 
have  been  more  particularly  urged  upon  my  attention  by 
the  removal  of  several  families  from  my  parish  and  the 
vicinity  to  that  quarter.  Families  have  gone  to  New 
York,  Michigan,  Ohio,  Illinois.  At  one  place  in  partic* 
ular,  Rock  ford,  on  Rock  river,  in  Illinois,  there  ts^  quite 
a  colony  from  Keene  and  the  neighborhood.  One  maa, 
a  flourishing  farmer,  has  said  that  he  would  gladly  con« 
tribute  one  hundred  dollars  annually,  if*  he  could  be  pro* 
vided  with  the  privileges  he  enjoyed  in  New  England. 
How  important  that  such  should  be  encouraged,  and  not 
suffered  to  pine  away  spiritually  in  the  great  wilderness  I 
Even  those  that  were  comparatively  indifferent  at  home 
to  religious  institutions  miss  something,  they  hardly  know 
what,  when  they  go  to  a  new  country  ;  and  to  regain  what 
they  have  left  and  lost,  are  ready  to  do  double  as  much 
there  as  they  would  have  done  here.  How  desirable  that 
their  wishes  should  be  encouraged  and  their  wants  re- 
lieved ! 

Appeals  for  the  West,  sir,  are  often  put  upon  the 
grounds  of  generosity,  expediency,  policy.  It  is  gene- 
rous  to  give  and  labor  for  the  destitute,  but  it  is  somethiDg 
more  than  generosity.  It  is  politic  to  diffuse  religion  as 
a  preservative  of  free  institutions,  expedient  to  take 
thought  for  the  new  and  immense  communities  springing 
up  at  the  West,  but  it  is  something  more  than  policy  and 
expediency.  These  are  good  motives,  so  far  as  they  go, 
but  is  it  not  better  to  ground  our  plea  on  a  stronger 
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hwna  —  the  principle  of  duty  ?  the  duty  of  the  strong  to 
help  the  weak,  the  rich  to  aid  the  poor,  the  duty  of  those 
who  possess  great  privileges  to  communicate  freely  unto 
those  that  are  destitute.  Such  an  appeal  to  conscience 
produces  a  more  permanent  influence  than  to  rouse  the 
passions,  or  address  the  interests  of  men.  It  is  a  duty  ^o 
sdemn  and  urgent  —  to  enlighten  the  ignorant,  to  correct 
the  erring,  to  chase  away  the  horrors  of  the  superstitious, 
and  comfort  with  a  living  faith  the  misery  of  the  skeptic. 
Oh,  that  we  felt  the  full  weight  of  this  obligation  1  Could 
the  BfHritual  wants  of  our  brethren  be  laid  open  before  us, 
and  the  world  of  their  hearts  revealed,  how  imperative 
would  the  duty  of  assisting  them  in  the  great  spiritual 
warfare  appear !  How  needless  would  words  be  to  en- 
force the  claim  !  Facts  would  be  the  most  powerful  per- 
Bttasives.  Many  of  us  have  friends  at  the  South  and 
West.  What  parent  has  not  a  son,  what  sister  has  not  a 
brother,  what  man  has  not  a  friend,  that  has  joined  that' 
multitudinous  caravan  —  that  continental  colony  —  that 
vast  and  ever  marching  army  that  has  gone  to  gain 
Uoodless  victories  over  the  wild  elements  of  Nature! 
There  is  therefore  a  family  appeal  —  a  domestic  duty  — 
in  behalf  of  those  who  have  gone  beyond  our  personal  and 
fireside  influence.  Let  us  be  of  good  cheer,  and  go  on, 
and  we  shall  not  fail.  We  cannot  fail  as  long  as  Truth 
holds  her  throne  in  the  heavens,  and  the  human  breast  is 
filled  with  auction  and  hope. 

Rev.  Mr.  Mczzbt,  of  Cambridgeport,  seconded  the 
motion  to  accept  the  Report. 

Afrlie.— Very  imperfect  ikefehes,  (from  minutee  taken  at  the 
meetinm)  are  here  given  of  several  of  the  addreseee  —  purtieuliirly 
fiiow  of  Meeira.  Muzzey,  Waterston,  and  Gannett. 
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It  seems  to  lie  expected,  he  said,  that  those  who  hsTS 
risited  the  destitute  places  and  the  missionary  fidd,  should 
communicate  the  results  of  their  experience.     Doubts 
exist  here  as  to  the  propriety  of  sending,  unless  applicih 
tioB  for  aid  first  be  made.     '*  Why,"  it  is  said,  **  if  they 
do  not  ask,  should  we  send  t "     Allowing,  for  a  moment| 
that  they  do  not  apply,  still  is  it  the  spirit  of  Christianity 
that  we  should  therefore  do  nothing  for  their  sa]?ationt 
Was  not  Jesus  sent  1    Were  not  the  apostles  sent  1     Al- 
lowing no  demand  upon  us  is  made,  it  is  yet  our  duty,  if 
the  want  exists,  to  anticipate  and  prevent  it.    A  limited 
observation  — » extending  westward  to  Detroit,  and  thenoe 
to  Cincinnati  —  had  convinced  him  that  there  is  a  call,  of 
which  we  should  be  aware,  if  we  would  place  our  «ar 
where  we  could  hear  it.      He  would  specify  Syracuae, 
N.  Y.    This  is  one  of  the  places  where  it  was  doubted  if 
anything  could  be  done,  because  there  was  no  call  from 
thence.    The  person  whom  he  visited  there  first,  told  him 
that  he  did  not  huno  qf  three   Unitarians  in  the  city^ 
This  was  said  within  the  past  year ;  and  now,  already, 
there  is  a  flourishing  Unitarian  society  in  Syracuse,  m 
church  erected,  and  a  Pastor  to  be  soon  installed. 

Then,  a  doubt  is  sometimes  expressed  in  regard  to  tho 
real  wants  of  the  West.  Some  had  thought  that  thoae 
who  go  there  color  their  descriptions  with  the  hues  of  an 
excited  imagination,  and  build  up  a  world  that  is  base- 
less. This  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  impression  mado 
on  those  who  make  short  visits,  and  judge  from  the  con- 
dition of  email  places.  But  go  to  the  large  places,  abide 
in  them  long  in  the  patient  discharge  of  the  duty  imposed 
by  the  responsibilities  of  laboring  there,  and  then  come 
back  and  «ay  what  are  the  wants  of  the  West. 

We  need  two  things  —  means  and  preachers.     The 
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auount  of  ftindfl  annttally  raised  is  small  in  proportion  to 
tbe  wants  to  which  it  is  applied.  The  jearly  supply  of 
pceaohers  sent  from  Cambridge,  for  the  New  England 
cborclies  and  for  other  fields,  is  small.  Ought  we  not  to 
endeavor  to  increase  it  ?  We  should  regard,  too,  whom 
we  send.  We  should  send  strong,  pious,  devoted  men. 
The  idea  that  any  preacher  will  do  for  the  West  —  any 
one  who  has  failed  of  success  here  will  do  to  send  there — 
is  a  mistake.  What  is  the  character  of  the  Western  peo- 
ple t  They  are  enterprising,  efficient  men.  Will  they 
be  satisfied  with  dull,  inefficient  preachers?  They  are 
intelligent  men.  Will  they  be  satisfied  with  poor  dis- 
courses ?  Unless  there  is  warmth  and  power  in  the  min- 
istrations supplied  to  them,  they  will  turn  away  from  them 
as  quickly  as  any  audience  would  here.  They  are  think- 
ing men.  They  have  the  boldness  to  think  on  religious 
subjects,  and  to  express  their  thoughts.  At  Toledo  he 
became  acquainted  with  an  avowed  infidel.  This  man 
was  of  that  class  of  unbelievers,  who  are  made  so  from 
identifying  Christianity  with  certain  erroneous  doctrines. 
He  had  been  one  of  three  who  laid  out  the  city  of  Toledo. 
In  prosecuting  th'is  work,  one  of  his  colleagues  proposed 
lo  reserve  a  part  of  the  ground  for  churches.  To  this  he 
consented  with  reluctance,  and  only  "  on  condition  that^ 
opposite  the  four  lots  for  churches,  they  should  leave  four 
lots  for  school  houses  —  that  the  school  houses  might  be 
an  antidote  to  the  churches."  Can  such  men  receive 
anything  irrational  T  The  impression,  in  such  cases,  of 
course  is,  that  Religion  and  Reason  are  hostile  to  each 
other.  Preach  rationally  —  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
church  and  the  school  house  are  not  in  opposition.  Duty 
and  Hope  point  Westward.    As  the  Magi  followed,  from 
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the  East,  the  Star  which  led  them  to  the  sight  of  the 
Saviour,  so  may  the  day-star  arise  in  our  hearts,  which 
shall  guide  us  to  do  all  that  we  can  do,  to  enlighten  and 
bless  the  unbelieving,  the  exposed,  and  the  destitute,  in 
the  region  of  the  West. 

Hr.  R.  C.  Waterston,  of  Boston,  then  addressed  the 
meeting. 

When,  said  he,  we  consider  how  dear  our  yiews  are  to 
us,  how  inspiring  we  find  them,  how  simple,  how  sublime^ 
how  elevating,  it  is  natural  to  ask  why  they  are  not  more 
rapidly  diffused  ?  If  they  come  from  God  they  must  be 
adapted  to  the  wants  of  human  nature,  and  if  so,  why 
are  they  not  more  widely  appreciated  and  more  eagerly 
seized  t  But,  before  we  go  further,  let  us  ask,  whether 
popularity  is  the  test  of  truth  7  If  so,  then  Catholicism  is 
truer  than  Protestantism,  Mohammedanism  is  truer  than 
Christianity,  and  worldliness  is  truer  than  piety.  The 
question  then  again  recurs.  Are  these  views  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  the  soul,  and  if  so,  is  there  any  thing  in  them 
which  would  naturally  check  their  rapid  spread  t  We  re« 
ply,  they  are  adapted  to  the  deepest  wants  of  man,  but  not 
to  his  superficial  desires,  and  here  we  have  one  cause  for 
their  comparatively  slow  progress.  A  cause  which  has 
always  hindered  the  rapid  spread  of  Christianity  itself. 

We  look  around  and  see  sin,  and  feel  that  it  is  the  most 
deadly  enemy  of  the  soul.  We  look  at  the  evil  doer,  and 
say  to  him, ''  Thou  art  the  man"  —  "  God  made  thee  up« 
right,  but  thou  hast  sought  out  many  inventions."  This 
is  suited  to  his  deepest  wants,  but  not  to  his  superficial  de- 
sires. Instead  of  feeling  that  he  has  made  himself  cor- 
rupt, would  he  not  rather  throw  the  burden  off,  and  say 
that  he  was  bom  so? 
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Again,  when  the  sinner  exclaims,  what  shall  I  do  to  be 
sared  f  we  reply,  "  work  oat  your  own  salvation.  Ask 
and  ye  shall  receive.  Seek  and  ye  shall  find.  Knock 
and  it  shall  be  opened  unto  you."  This  is  adapted  to  his 
real  wants,  bat  he  would  rather  hear  it  said,  yoi|  will  be 
changed  by  a  foreign  and  irresistible  influence. 

Again,  he  exclaims,  what  is  truth  t  We  say  '*  search 
the  Scriptures,  for  therein  are  the  words  of  eternal  life. 
Erery  man  standeth  or  falleth  by  himself  aloae.  Call  no 
man  master,  but  be  able  to  give  a  reason  for  the  faith  that 
is  in  yoo."  But  this  is  a  hard  task.  It  is  a  difficult  and 
laborious^  thing  to  compare  scripture  with  scripture,  and 
to  Ibrm  conclusions  for  onesself  after  faithful  examination. 
It  salts  the  superficial  desires  better  to  say,  "  Give  me  a 
creed  ;  let  me  have  an  authority  to  lean  upon." 

Now  there  is  this  difierence  between  man's  deepest  spir* 
itual  wants  and  his  superficial  desires.  The  superficial  de^ 
wma  lie  upon  the  surface.  They  are,  as  it  were  external 
Id  the  sool.  The  deep  wants  lie  within.  The  cares  or 
pleasures  of  the  world  may  have  buried  them.  Men  must 
be  aroased  in  order  to  feel  their  deepest  wants,  but  there 
is  no  need  to  arouse  them  to  make  them  follow  their  so- 
perficial  desires. 

In  order  then  to  difinse  those  views  which  seem  to  us 
so  divine,  and  which  are  dearer  to  us  than  all  outward 
possessions,  we  must  awaken  the  slumbering  energies  of 
men,  and  to  do  this,  we  must  not  go  with  empty  specula- 
tions but  with  a  living  piety.  And  is  not  this  the  distin- 
guishing feature  of  our  denomination?  not  fixing  the  e^ 
aentials  in  dogmas,  but  in  holiness.  While  we  do  not  un- 
derrate the  importance  of  opinions,  we  consider  purity 
and  godliness  the  essential  thing.    As  regards  other  de- 
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BdminatiAiiSy  we  reject  tbeit  creeds,  bet  their  tiriuee,  tlleir 
piety  we  Jore.  We  love  those  who  love  God,  of  whatovei 
flame  or  party,  for  men  are  other  than  their  creeds.  Their 
f iewB  may  have  a  cramping  influence,  but  the  natnnJ  iih 
atinets  of  a  good  heart  are  too  powerful  to  be  otterly  crush* 
ed,  thus  creeds  become  elastic  and  expand  with  the  miiidi 
or  rather  while  the  mind  assents  to  them  in  theory,  it  has 
ill  (act,  outgrown  them,  and  contradicts  them  in  practies. 
Under  the  strangest  speculative  views  may  exist  sincere 
Miness,  as  when  our  Western  rivers  are  covered  with  ice, 
the  deep  tide  runs  forever  below,  so  under  the  cold  incrus- 
tations of  ancient  dogmas  may  flow  warm  love  and  deep 
piety.  We  believe  that  theories  may  be  false  and  perbh* 
Able,  but  love  and  faith,  and  virtue,  will  bum  like  a  heaven* 
lighted  fire,  and  all  who  have  these  will  be  numbered  with 
the  first  born  of  the  church,  and  become  heirs  of  the  king- 
dom of  heaven. 

Among  our  own  views  we  shall  no  doubt  find  some  false 
ipeoulations  ;  we  have  not'  yet  traversed  the  whole  em* 
pire  of  truth,  we  have  not  searched  all  the  riches  of  Qod ; 
let  us,  then,  ever  hold  ourselves  ready  to  receive  more  light, 
ot*  the  unwritten  views  of  our  own  party  may  become  as 
narrowing  and  dogmatic  as  an  absolute  creed.  Let  us 
ever  keep  in  mind  that  the  great  thing  is  holiness ;  bless- 
ed are  the  pure  in  heart  of  whatever  view,  for  they  shaU 
see  God.  It  is  holiness  which  has  given  life  to  the  great 
and  good  of  all  names  and  parties.  It  is  this  which  ele* 
▼ates  and  ennobles,  which  lifis  the  mind  out  of  itself,  r«> 
-news  Its  spirit,  and  makes  it  desire  to  be  more  fiilly  oon- 
ibrtned  to  the  perfect  will  of  God.  Difierences  of  opinion,  in 
OOr  denomination,  are  consistent  with  Cur  first  princi|H 
Other  denominatk)ns,  when  they  differ  among  themsel 
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deptfi  ftom  tbeur  fint  prmciples.  They  demand  aaMOt 
to  ooe  creed,  we  do  not  Holiness  is  oar  only  bond  of 
mHiance  —  love  to  God  and  love  to  man  —  and  never  did 
a  holier  tie  bind  fellow-laborers  together.  This  is  the  io* 
most  life,  the  divine  essence  of  Christianity.  Let  us  go. 
tlien,  with  this  view  and  arouse  the  souls  of  men,  that  they 
may  feel  their  real  wants.  Let  us  write  Holiness  to  tho 
Lord  in  all  that  we  do,  and  then,  opening  the  oracles  of 
Ood  as  an  infinite  treasure-house,  say  unto  all»  search  fbv 
yourselves  in  full  and  absolute  freedom,  fear  no  humaa 
dictation,  but  drink  of  the  inexhaustible  fountains  which 
gosh  up  into  everlasting  life,  and  find  peace  to  your  souls» 

How  then  shall  the  views  which  seem  to  as  highest 
and  best  be  spread  abroad.  That  which  is  dear  to  us, 
we  shall  wish  to  impart  to  others.  If  it  is  valuable  for  as, 
it  is  valuable  for  all.  We  must  then  live  up  to  our  views 
and  labor  for  the  spread  of  God's  kingdom.  We  must  not 
only  think,  but  feel,  not  only  know,  but  impart.  Great  truths 
never  will  make  great  progress  without  great  exertion. 

Shall  we  not  then  do  our  work  ?  Shall  we  not  build 
ohapels  for  the  poor  in  our  cities  ?  Shall  we  not  send 
missionaries  to  the  North  and  the  South,  the  East  and  the 
West  7  Shall  we  put  this  holy  light  under  a  bushel  ?  or 
in  the  golden  candlesticks  of  the  church,  that  it  may  send 
its  enlivening  beams  far  and  wide  ? 

The  objection  which  is  made  to  this  is,  will  not  the  de> 
oiaod  for  preachers  become  greater  than  we  can  supply  1 
Suppose  that  Paul  before  going  over  to  Macedonia,  had 
delayed  for  the  same  reason  preaching  the  glorious  truths 
of  Christ.  Suppose  that  he  had  said  —  will  not  the  d^ 
nand  for  preachers  become  greater  than  I  can  supply  T 
Suppose  that  Luther,  before  the  great  reform,  had  said  -^ 
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shall  I  speak  oat  a  word  that  shall  shake  the  Catholio 
church  ?  Shall  I  expose  the  fallacies  and  corniptkms  of 
the  papal  system  7  for  if  I  should,  would  not  the  demand 
for  preachers  of  a  purer  faith  become  greater  than  can  be 
supplied  7 

But  no —  the  truths  that  lived  in  the  hearts  of  Paul  and 
Lather  would  be  spoken.  They  were  God's  truths,  and 
belonged  to  the  world.  The  truths  which  we  hare,  we 
have  received  as  a  trust,  we  have  not  a  right  to  withhold 
them,  we  must  speak  in  faith.  If  we  send  abroad  able  and 
holy  men,  the  demand  will  supply  itself.  If  not  in  the  pre- 
sent generation,  it  will  in  the  next.  It  were  better  that 
men  should  have  the  truth  and  read  alone  in  their  closets, 
than  that  the  truth  should  be  withheld.  Whatever  is  true 
will  live.  Whatever  in  our  own  views  is  not  trae,  will 
perish  ;  wherever  we  strike  a  divine  spark  it  will  be  inex* 
tinguishable.  The  mariner  still  guides  his  barque  by  the 
North  Star,  notwithstanding  the  constellation  to  which  it 
belongs  is  sometimes  called  The  Chreat  Bear,  So  oar 
views,  whatever  unkind  epithets  may  be  used,  will  con- 
tinue to  guide  many  to  life  and  peace.  What,  though 
others  differ  from  us  7  —  When  Co  umbus  first  ploughed 
the  un tracked  sea  —  were  there  not  those  who  opposed, 
and  prayed  and  threatened  7  He  stood  alone.  The  only 
man,  perhaps,  in  God's  universe  of  his  own  opinion.  He 
went  on,  and  a  new  world  opened  before  him  !  Let  us 
also  go  on,  the  breath  of  God  will  press  us  forward,  and 
the  old  heavens  and  the  old  earth  will  pass  away  and  all 
things  will  become  new. 

'  Have  we  not  reason  to  rejoice  and  exclaim  as  did  old 
Latimer,  on  his  way  to  execution.  '*  Be  of  good  cheer. 
Master  Ridley ;  for  please  God,  we  will  this  daylight 
Buch  a  candle,  as  ahall  never  go  oat !" 
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Dr.  NuRse,  of  Hailowell,  Me.,  next  rose,  and  said  :  I 
bave  never  before  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  a  meet^ 
ing  of  this  Association,  and  shall  not  probably  for  a  long 
time  to  corae  be  so  favored  again.  Under  these  circum- 
stances,  I  trust  I  may  be  indulged  in  a  remark  or  two, 
although  I  can  hardly  hope  to  interest  an  audience  like 
this,  especially  after  the  eloquent  and  stirring  appeals  that 
have  just  been  made. 

I  ha?e  listened  with  lively  interest  and  satisfaction  to 
the  Report  that  has  been  read  to  us  this  evening,  by  which 
it  appears  that  earnest,  successful  efforts  are  being  made 
for  the  spread  and  extension  of  liberal  Christianity  through 
the  country.  And  the  addresses  too,  of  gentlemen  who 
have  ably  advocated  the  acceptance  of  this  Report,  while 
they  afford  concurrent  testimony  to  the  encouraging  and 
important  fact  that  Unitarianism  is  becoming  better  ap- 
preciated and  more  widely  extended,  furnish  also  the 
strongest  inducements  to  labor  in  the  cause  with  perse- 
vering and  increased  effort.  Sir,  it  gladdens  my  heart 
to  hear  that  so  much  is  doing  to  spread  the  knowledge  of 
oor  peculiar  views  as  Unitarians ;  for  I  believe  them  both 
true  and  important.  But,  shall  I  be  pardoned  for  sayings 
that  I  could  have  wished  to  hear  more  said  of  the  impor- 
tance of  propagating  a  knowledge  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ, 
not  as  received  by  one  or  another  peculiar  sect,  but  as 
heJd  by  professing  Christians  of  nearly  every  denomina- 
Bation.  If  there  are  truths  —  great  and  all«important 
truths — lying  at  the  very  foundation  of  the  Christian  re- 
ligion, in  which  men  of  differing,  not  to  say  opposing, 
sects  agree,  should  they  not  for  that  reason  be  regarded 
with  peculiar  favor  1  Let  it  never  be  forgotten,  that  oar 
great  eod  aod  aim  should  be,  not  the  spread  of  Unitari' 
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anism  as  such,  but  e»  to  tddreM  the  hearts  aod  eonaeien- 
eea  of  men  as  to  produce  in  them  the  peaceable  firaits  ef 
righteousness.  And  while  on  all  suitable  occasions,  we 
boldly  proclaim  and  sustain  our  own  peculiar  Tiewt  of 
christian  doctrine,  because  we  believe  them  to  be  tbe 
troth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  let  us  never  omit  to  dwell  mainly 
upon  those  solemn  truths  which  none  dare  reject,  however 
they  may  pass  them  by  —  whose  universal  prevalence  at» 
tests  their  truth. 

Do  we  sufficiently  consider  and  appreciate  the  fact  thtt 
all  mankind  are  sinners  7     I  do  not  mean  naturaUy  dc- 
praved,  but  enemies  to  God  hy  wicked  works  7     Do  we 
feel  the  full  force  of  that  declaration  of  the  beloved  disci* 
pie  —  "ifwe  say  that  we  have  no  sin,  we  deceive  ourselves^ 
and  the  truth  is  not  in  us"     Are  our  convictions  deep 
and  strong  that  as  it  was  the  sins  of  mankind  that  alone 
gave  occasion  for  the  dispensation  of  mercy  by  Jesns 
Christ,  so  the  benefits  of  that  dispensation  are  cmiy  pro* 
mised  to  those  that  repent  of  their  sins  1     If  so,  let  us  act 
up  to  our  convictions,  and  earnestly  strive  to  press  home 
these  truths  upon  the  consciences  of  men ;    and  if  others 
believe  them  as  well  as  we,  let  that  be  but  an  additional 
motive  for  recurring  to  them  the  oflener,  and  insisting 
upon  them  the  more  strongly.     Let  us  show  by  our  con- 
duct that  we  are  laboring,  not  to  build  up  a  sect,  but  to 
extend  the  blessings  of  that  Gospel  which  *'  worketh  re* 
peotance  to  salvation,"  —  and  good  men  of  every  denoDfr- 
ioation,  instead  of  opposing,  will  bid  ns  God  speed. 

The  meeting  was  then  addressed  by  Mr.  Adabt,  of 
Calcutta. 
Mr.  Adam  saidi  that  he  had  listened  with  pleasure  to 
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the  highly  inteieitiiig  detaflB  of  the  Report  that  had  been 
aeady  and  to  the  addreasea  that  had  been  delivered  on  the 
lopioe  which  it  embraced,  but  to  none  of  them  with 
greater  satiafaciion  than  to  the  remarks  that  had  fallen 
fitom  the  last  speaker,  in  the  spirit  and  aim  of  which  he 
cordially  concurred.  To  produce  and  cherish  vital,  prae« 
tical  religion  is  the  grand  object  of  this  Association,  and 
the  best  means  for  the  accomplishment  of  these  purposes 
•re  the  truths  held  in  common  by  all  sincere  Christians. 
He  was  very  far  from  meaning  to  undervalue  the  dis* 
lingniahing  doctrines  of  Unitarian  Christianity.  Himself 
a  convert  to  those  doctrines,  he  prized  them  as  shedding 
a  refreshing  light  on  the  system  of  Christian  truth  and 
duty,  fie  had  been  educated  in  the  Trinitarian  doctrines, 
and  had  many  years  ago  gone  to  India  for  the  purpose  of 
teaching  them,  but  when  brought  into  actual  contact 
with  the  corrupt  forms  of  religion  he  was  desirous  of  over- 
throwing, he  had  feh  their  insufficiency ;  and  had  in  con- 
sequence abandoned  them.  This  change  had  exposed 
him  to  much  obloquy,  and  had  involved  him  in  many  con- 
troversies, and  the  tendency  of  such  an  ordeal  could  not 
be  to  induce  him  to  underrate  the  importance  and  value 
of  thoee  doctrines  which  he  had  embraced,  and  for  which 
from  strong  and  earnest  conviction  he  had  contended, 
and  was  still  prepared  to  contend.  But  still  he  felt  that 
Ifae  chief  end  of  all  religion,  and  the  special  object  of 
Christianity,  was  the  right  regulation  of  the  heart  and 
life,  Uiat  this  was  the  aim  of  all  serious  Christians,  and 
that  tlie  more  steadily  and  earnestly  this  object  was  con- 
templated by  Unitarian  Christians,  the  more  akin  they 
iMold  foel  to  good  men  of  all  names,  sects  and  religions, 
the  more  akin  would  these  fed  to  them. 
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.  There  wu  one  passage  of  the  Report  with  which  Mr. 
Adam  could  not  wboUy  sympathize,  viz.,  that  which 
spoke  of  Unitarian  Christians,  as  being  still,  to  some  ei* 
tent,  a  persecuted  sect  in  this  country.  He  did  not  mean 
to  deny  that  this  was  the  case.  He  supposed  it  to  be  the 
fact  here,  as  elsewhere,  that  in  the  general  intercourse  of 
society,  in  the  promotion  of  objects  of  philanthropy,  and 
in  the  modes  of  conducting  religious  controversy,  Units* 
rians  were  sometimes  treated  by  their  opponents  with  con- 
tumely and  injustice.  But  when  he  looked  on  this  large 
and  intelligent  assembly,  when  he  thought  of  the  numer- 
ous Unitarian  churches  in  this  city,  and  of  the  audiences 
which  Sabbath  after  Sabbath  thronged  them,  when  he 
listened  to  the  discourses  preached  to  those  congregations^ 
and  bore  in  mind  that  they  are  watched  over  by  pious 
and  devoted  pastors,  whose  labors  they  know  how  to  value, 
he  could  scarcely  bring  home  to  his  mind,  that  he  was  in 
the  midst  of  a  persecuted  body  of  religionists ;  and  he 
could  not  avoid  comparing  in  his  own  mind  this  state  of 
things  with  that  which  he  knew  to  exist  in  other  quarters 
of  the  world,  where  the  witness  for  the  truth  has  some- 
times to  stand  single-handed  against  hosts  of  intolerant 
advocates  of  a  corrupted  Christianity,  or  ignorant  and 
bigoted  votaries  of  a  long  established  system  of  polytheism 
and  idolatry.  Here  he  saw  Unitarian  Christianity  support- 
ed by  numbers,  by  wealth,  by  associated  influence,  by  the 
press,  and  by  the  pulpit.  In  India  he  had  known  it  to  be 
professed  only  by  isolated  individuals,  the  few  who  avow 
their  sentiments  either  actively  persecuted,  or  scowled  on 
by  intolerance  and  bigotry,  and  the  remaining  few  who  do 
not,  injured  in  their  moral  character  and  dispositions  by  the 
supposed  necessity  of  an  external  conformity  to  modes  and 
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Bjatemsof  worship  which  their  reason  and  conscience 
disapprore.  Viewed  in  this  light  there  is  often  much  in- 
jastice  done  to  the  principles  and  proceedings  of  those, 
who  perhaps  with  many  faults  and  imperfections  maintain 
such  an  unequal  conflict ;  and  in  illustration  of  this  he 
might  adduce  the  example  of  his  late  esteemed  and  rene* 
rated  friend  Rammohun  Roy.  That  distinguished  Hin- 
doo reformer  becoming  impressed  with  the  dignity  and 
excellence  of  the  moral  character  of  the  Author  of  our 
religion,  asd  with  the  moral  beauty  and  practical  tenden- 
cy of  his  instructions,  published  a  series  of  extracts  from 
Ihe  Gospels  for  the  beneflt  of  his  countrymen  ;  and  in  this 
good  work  it  might  have  been  snpposed  that  he  would 
have  engaged  the  approbation  of  Christian  missionaries. 
True,  he  did  not  go  all  their  lengths.  The  beautiful  and 
brilliant  tints  of  morning  light  are  not  equal  to  the  splen- 
dor of  the  mid-day  sun  ;  but  beautiful  and  brilliant  they 
are,  and  as  such  are  admired  and  studied  by  every  lover 
of  nature.  The  morality  of  the  Gospel  which  Rammohun 
Roy  brought  to  the  notice  of  his  countrymen  for  the  first 
time  with  any  probability  of  its  receiving  attention  and 
producing  effect,  is  an  essential  element  of  Christianity, 
presenting  both  sound  principles  and  rules  for  our  guid- 
ance, and  a  high,  a  holy  and  a  perfect  example  for  our 
imitation,  to  attract  us  to  their  observance.  Yet  in  his 
humble  and  unassuming,  but  sincere  and  earnest  endea- 
Tor  to  make  known  this  morality  to  his  countrymen,  he 
was  not  encouraged  and  supported,  but  discouraged  and 
opposed  by  Christian  missionaries ;  and  the  same  class  of 
men  are  those  of  the  present  day,  who  profess  to  have  dis- 
covered that  his  labors  have  been  fruitless,  and  that  his 
ftflowera  have  made  no  approaches  to  Christianity.  If 
▼oL.  XII. — NO.  143.  4 
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bis  labors  ha^e  proved  in  any  degree  froitfiil,  and  if  his 
followers  have  made  anj  approaches  to  Christianity,  it  is 
in  spite  of  the  repulsive  and  deadening  influence  exerted 
by  those  who  are  set  for  the  defence  and  promotion  of  the 
Gospel. 

Mr.  Adam  could  not  permit  himself  to  make  a  general 
allusion  to  the  subject,  without  feeling  that  he  ought  to  go 
on  to  show  the  particular  statements  which  have  been 
made  derogatory  to  his  distinguished  friend's  character 
and  labors,  and  to  give  the  answers  of  which  they  admit 
In  a  recent  publication  emanating  from  the  press  of  this 
city,  he  has  found  allegations  advanced  which  are  unjust 
to  Rammohun  Roy,  and  which  he  is  able  to  correct,  both 
from  his  personal  knowledge  of  facts,- and  from  the  ad- 
missions  made  by  the  author  of  the  work  to  which  he  had 
referred.  — *  The  work  is  entitled,  «  Travels  in  South 
Eastern  Asia,  by  Howard  Malcolm,''  a  gentleman  of  high 
character,  and  towards  whom  therefore  he  entertained 
no  feelings  but  those  of  respect.     In  his  work  there  is 
much  shrewd  observation,  and  judicious  suggestion  and 
recommendation  worthy  the  attention  of  missionary  soci- 
eties ;  but  on  some  topics  he  has  fallen  into  grave  mi&* 
tskesi  which  a  closer  experience  and  observation  would 
have  enabled  him  to  correct ;  and  of  these  the  most  ob- 
vious are  those  which  relate  to  Rammohun  Roy.     Af- 
ter giving  a  detailed  account  of  a  religious  service  which 
Mr.  Malcolm  attended  in  Calcutta,  conducted  by  Rana- 
roohun  Roy's  followers,  the  author  goes  on  to  say  :  — i- 
**  Such  is  the  boasted  reformation  of  Rammohun  Roy  1 
Not  another  congregation  of  his  followers  is  found  in  all 
India  1     Of  his  labors  as  a  Reformer  this  is  the  sum  :  -— 
Fifty  (»  a  hundred  persons  rendered  negligent  of  the  na- 
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tiODal  religion,  or  gathered  h&e  because  they  were  iO 
before,  without  being  a  whit  the  better  in  their  prirate  life 
or  paUic  inflaence ;  in  some  oases  addieg  the  sins  of  the 
E^opeans  to  those  of  their  countrymen^  without  b^ 
ing  disentangled  from  the  horrid  system  of  the  Shastera, 
without  being  ready,  or  without  having  the  moral  courage 
to  restore  to  their  own  wives  and  daughters,  the  rights  of 
hnman  nature.  — -  With  all  the  superiority  to  prejudice  and 
custom  boasted  by  Raromohun  Roy,  he  did  nothing  for 
the  devalion  of  the  sex."  In  another  passage  it  is  stated, 
tbat  "  a  good  school  would  have  done  more  than  all  that 
lias  been  accomplished  by  the  establishment  of  public 
worship,  according  to  the  principles  of  Hindoo  Unitarians, 
and  that  the  Hindoos  of  that  class  "  shew  no  tendency  to 
adrance ;  they  have  long  stood  still ;  and  every  thing 
already  wesrs  an  air  of  decrepitude  and  decay."  "  Al- 
ready,^' it  is  added,  "  may  the  undertaking  of  this  truly 
great  man  be  pronounced  a  failure." 

With  regard  to  Rammohun  Roy's  followers  Mr.  Adam 
did  not  appear  as  their  unqualified  apologist  or  defender. 
For  some  of  them  he  had  little  respect  Others  he  es- 
teemed as  men  of  extensive  acquirements  within  the  pale 
of  Hindoo  learning,  and  of  vigorous  intellect ;  and  others 
for  their  sincere  and  ardent  benevolence,  anxiety  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  their  countrymen,  according  to  the 
measure  of  their  light,  and  willingness  to  co-operate  with 
others  of  different  religions  as  far  as  they  could  conscien- 
tiously do  so.  When  it  is  said  that  there  is  only  one  con* 
gregation  consisting  of  fifty  or  a  hundred  persons,  it  may 
be  asked  whether  there  are  many  Christian  missionaries 
of  whom  oven  this  can  be  affirmed  t  When  it  is  said  that 
they  have  been  rendered  negligent  of  the  national  religioni 
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or  have  become  Hindoo  Unitarians  becaoee  they  were 
negligent  before,  and  that  they  are  now  not  a  whit  the 
better  in  their  priyate  life  or  public  influence,  how  easy 
would  it  be  with  more  justice  to  retort  most  of  these  alle- 
gations upon   many  of  the    Christian   conrerts    found 
throughout  India !     When  it  is  alleged  that  they  are  not 
ready  or  have  not  the  moral  courage  to  restore  to  their 
wives  and  daughters  the  rights  of  human  nature,  and  a 
single  example  is   adduced   of  a  person   marrying  his 
daughter  to  a  Kulen  brahmin,  the  injustice  is  committed 
of  condemning  a  class  for  the  act  of  a  single  individual 
whom  they  had  neither  the  power  nor  the  right  to  con- 
trol as  a  father  of  a  family,  and  whose  conduct  in  this 
instance,  if  it  is  correctly  represented,  is  in  direct  opposi- 
tion to  the  sentiments  generally  entertained  by  the  body. 
When  it  is  alleged  that  the  followers  of  Rammohun  Roy 
have  no  principle  of  progression,  no  love  of  improvement, 
and  that  every  thing  among  them  is  advancing  to  decrep- 
itude and  decay,  Mr.  M.  entirely  overlooks  facts  which 
he  has  himself  supplied,  and  others  which  are  still  more 
notorious.     One  of  the  facts  which  he  has  himself  sup- 
plied is  that  even  in  the  instance  of  the  marriage  of  a 
daughter  of  one  of  Rammohun  Roy's  followers  to  a  Kulen 
brahmin,  the  young  lady  is  expressly  described  by  him- 
self as  having  been  well  educated,  reading  and  writing 
English,  and  remarkably  intelligent —  a  description  which 
any  one  even  moderately  acquainted  with  Hindoo  society, 
would  know  could  apply  only  to  a  Hindoo  female  on  whose 
training^  the  most  careful  and  assiduous  and  unusual  at- 
tention had  been  bestowed.     Another  fact  whieh  he  has 
supplied  is,  that  the  Reformer,  the  English  organ  of  Ram- 
mohun Roy's  followers,  conducted  by  one  of  themselvee. 
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mod  the  advocate  of  their  peculiar  views  and  measureSy 
waa  intended  chiefly  to  excite  among  the  HindooSi  a  d^ 
sire  for  improvement  in  their  civil  condition,  and  that  this 
joaraal  has  often  contained  well  written  papers  against 
the  Charak  Puja,  against  Kulen  marriages,  and  against 
the  other  abominations  of  the  Hindoo  system,  and  that  it 
is,  doubtless,  as  at  present  conducted,  a  valuable  journal. 
What  do  these  admissions  amount  to  but  that  Hindoo 
Unitarians  are  not  the  stagnant  and  inert  body,  the  de- 
caying and  retrograde  sect,  which  he  has  described  thera 
to  be.     Mr.  Adam  has  no  hesitation  in  saying  from  his 
own  knowledge  of  them,  that  whatever  faults  and  imper- 
fections may  belong  to  tbem,  and  however  they  may  be 
wanting  in  a  principle  of  cohesion  among  themselves,  it 
woold  be  aJtogether  unjust  to  regard  them  in  any  other 
light,  than  as  the  most  intelligent,  enlightened,  and  ac- 
tively benevolent  division  of  Hindoo  society  in  Calcutta. 
As  another  proof  of  the  mental  activity  and  love  of  im- 
provement, excited  among  this  class,  Mr.  Adam  also  men- 
tioned, that  shortly  before  his  departure  from  Calcutta, 
less  than  a  twelvemonth  ago,  a~  Society  was  formed  among 
the  libera]  Hindoos  of  the  rising  generation  —  the  express 
objects  of  which  are  to  strengthen  the  bonds  of  fellowship 
among  themselves,  to  promote  the  acquisition  of  know- 
ledge, and  to  extend  the  sphere  of  their  usefulness.     He 
attended,  in  June  last,  the  first  meeting  of  this  society,  at 
which  upwards  of  two  hundred  young  men  were  present, 
some  of  whom  delivered,  in  the  Bengalee  janguage,  most 
aoimated   and  stirring  addresses,  which  prove  anything 
hot  deerepitade  and  decay  among  the  liberal  Hindoos  of 
Caleotta.    These,  in  fact  are  the  men  of  all  others, 
throogb  whom  it  may  be  hoped  that  improvement  will  he 
TOL.  zu.-— MO.  143.  4* 
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introduced  into  the  frame-work  of  Hindoo  society,  aod 
into  the  systems  of  thought  and  action  by  which  it  is  di^ 
tingaished. 

So  much  for  the  liberal  Hindoos  of  Calcutta  as  a  body; 
and  Mr.  Malcom's  mistakes  respecting  Rammofaun  Roy's 
character  and  labors,  are  not  less  important.    He  speaks 
as  if  a  good  school  would  have  done  more  than  has  been 
accomplished  by  the  means  which  he  actually  employed, 
implying  that  Rammohun  Roy  paid  no  attention  to  the 
important  subject  of  education.    Mr.  Adam  knew  that 
this  subject  had  received  mnch  of  his  attention,  and  that 
he  had  most  disinterestedly  sought  to  promote  the  objects 
of  education,  both  indirectly,  by  abstaining  from  mixing 
himself  up  with  measures  in  which  he  was  assured  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  prejudices  of  others,  hts  coopera- 
tion would  be  likely  to  prove  injurious  rather  than  benefi- 
cial ;  and  directly,  by  means  which  he  himself  originated 
and  prosecuted  at  his  own  expense.      Mr.  Adam  had  su- 
perintended a  school  which  was  established  and  supported 
by  Rammohun  Roy,  and  which  after  his  death  was  dis- 
continued.    The  effects  of  this  institution  were  salutary, 
and  many  young  men  who  now  hold  respectable  and  use- 
ful places  in  society,  owe  to  it  all  the  school  instruction 
they  had  ever  received.    But  this  mistake  was  unimpor- 
tant compared  with  the  flagrant  injustice  done  to  Rammo- 
hun Roy's  memory  by  the  assertion  that  with  all  the  su- 
periority to  prejudice  and  custom  which  he  professed,  be 
bad  done  nothing  ibt  the  elevation  of  the  sex  I    And  this 
is  said  of  Rammohun  Roy,  who,  of  all  others  out  of  office, 
may  with  confidence  be  affirmed  to  have  most  essentially 
contributed  to  the  aboFition  of  Suttee  burning,  who  ex- 
posed himself  equally  to  the  ill  will  of  powerfol  Enropeaos 
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in  office,  and  to  that  of  the  bigoted  portion  of  hid  country- 
sien,  by  his  opposition  to  these  hvoian  sacrifioeSy  when 
0fen  missionaries,  with  but  few  exceptions,  wero  at  least 
aUent  on  the  subject ;  and  who  with  unflinching  determi- 
nation prosecuted  this  object,  in  conversation  and  by  the 
press,  by  private  and  by  official  representations,  at  one 
time  calling  into  requisition  the  stores  of  his  learning  to 
disabuse  the  minds  of  his  bigoted  countrymen,  and  to 
protect  the  rights  of  property  and  the  lives  of  his  country- 
women ;  and  at  another,  meeting  the  objections  and  re- 
moving the  fears  of  tlie  rulers  of  the  country,  who  appre- 
hended civil  commotion  fr6m  an  interference  with  a  cruel 
and  barbarous,  but  long  established  institution.    By  these 
means  he  promoted  this  object,  until  at  last,  a  benevolent, 
enlightened,  and  energetic  nobleman,  Lord  William  Ben- 
tick,  was  placed  at  the  head  of  affairs,  who  appreciated 
the  demands  of  civilization  and  humanity  and  good  goT- 
ernment,  and  abolished  tlie  murderous  rite  throughout 
the  British  dominions  in  India.      By  this  means,  from 
three  to  four  hundred  innocent  and  helpless  women  have 
been  saved  from  the  burning  pile  every  year,  and  it  is  the 
man,  who  of  all  persons  in  private  station  most  essentially 
contributed  to  this  great  triumph  of  humanity  in  favor  of 
the  female  sex,  of  whom  it  is  said  that  he  did  nothing  for 
the  elevation  of  that  sex !     Nor  is  it  the  lives  only  of  Hin- 
doo widows  that  he  has  saved.     By  a  powerful  legal  argu- 
ment be  defended  their  right  to  an  adequate  provision 
firom  the  estates  of  their  husbands,  of  which  an  unjust 
construction  of  Hindoo  law,  sanctioning  the  cupidity  of 
interested  relatives^  had  deprived  them.      His  followers 
bave  entere<l  fully  into  his  spirit  on  this  subject,  and  for 
no  one  quality  of  character  or  disposition  of  mind  are  they 
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more  distinguished,  than  for  their  anxiety  to  impro?e  the 
minds,  to  vindicate  the  rights,  and  to  elevate  the  condi- 
tion of  Hindoo  wives  and  daughters  and  sisters.  Mr, 
Adam  repeated  the  expression  of  his  entire  conviction 
that  there  was  no  intentional  misrepresentation ;  but  he 
could  not  avoid  deeply  regreting  that  Mr.  Malcom  should 
without  sufficient  inquiry,  have  precipitately  adopted  such 
erroneous  and  unjust  views  of  the  character  and  labors  of 
one,  who  made  it  his  highest  ambition  to  promote  the  wel- 
fare and  improvement  of  mankind,  and  who  lived,  and 
labored  and  died  for  his  countrymen. 

Mr.  Adam  could  not  sit  down  without  adding  one  other 
remark.  The  labors  of  the  Association  in  this  country 
are  extensive  and  useful,  and  he  did  not  wish  to  with- 
draw any  portion  of  the  means  so  applied.  But  while 
other  denominations  are  continuing  with  laudable  zeal  to 
send  forth  missionaries  to  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  and 
while  many  are  running  to  and  fro  that  knowledge  may 
be  increased,  shall  we  take  no  part  in  this  great,  this 
Christian  movement  ?  He  did  not  forget  that  one  attempt 
bad  already  been  made,  and  none  more  lamented  its 
failure  than  himself;  nor  did  he  attach  blame  to  any  one 
that  more  had  not  been  done.  But  is  it  not  the  duty  of 
the  denomination  as  a  body,  with  increased  experience 
and  enlarged  means,  to  renew  the  effort  ? 

Rev.  Mr.  Gannett,  of  Boston,  then  rose,  and  said  that 
he  would  refer  to  one  topic  in  the  Report —  the  allusion 
to  the  British  and  Foreign  Unitarian  Association,  and  the 
fraternal  disposition  of  our  brethren  professing  the  same 
faith,  on  the  other  side  of  the  ocean.  He  had  recently 
spent  some  time  there  amid  the  sympathies  and  hospitali* 
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lies  of  that  part  of  the  church.  He  referred  to  the  re* 
ception  he  had  met  with,  because  he  went  as  the  accred* 
ited  and  authorized  agent  of  the  Association,  and  it  was 
as  their  representative,  that  he  was  treated  in  a  manner 
so  gratifying.  His  vbit  to  England  had  given  him  an  op- 
portunity to  see  the  grounds  of  some  misapprehensions  in 
this  country  in  regard  to  the  denomination  there.  The 
impression  sometimes  taken  was,  that  the  English  Unita^ 
rians  are  a  poor,  obscure,  weak,  heartless,  unpromising 
sect.  He  did  not  wonder  at  such  a  conception  in  any 
one  taking  a  superficial  view  of  it,  compared  with  the 
prosperity  and  power  of  other  sects  in  that  country.  But 
upon  a  more  perfect  acquaintance  the  impression  would 
be  changed.  His  own  views  of  the  denomination  were 
altered  when,  having  gone  back  and  forward  between 
England  and  the  continent,  he  had  made  his  fourth  visit 
there.  And  his  ultimate  belief  was  that  the  Unitarians  of 
Great  Britain  are  a  noble  set  of  confessors  for  the  truth  of 
Christ  Compared  with  those  of  other  sects,  their  chapels 
are  few  and  small;  yet  every  where  he  found  them. 
Should  their  places  of  worship  be  designated  in  the  same 
manner  as  those  of  the  Catholic  chapels  had  been,  dotted 
00  a  map,  published  in  an  English  paper  to  show  their 
nomber,  we  should  be  astonished  to  find  how  many  wor- 
ship the  Father.  The  English  character,  on  its  surface, 
was  cold  and  repulsive ;  but,  to  make  use  of  a  figure  which 
another  speaker  of  the  evening  had  introduced, — English 
sympathies  were  warm  and  true  under  an  icy  exterior. 
The  preaching  of  the  English  Unitarian  church  might 
ttem,  judged  by  our  own  standard,  tame  and  wanting  in 
variety ;  but  compared  with  the  pulpit  oratory  of  the 
EetablishiBent,  the  performances  of  the  Arch^bishop,  of 
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rien  preaehiag  had  imich  more  of  life.     The  standard  of 
preaching  is  diffisrent  there.    The  Unitarians  were,  he 
said,  placed   in  a  disadvantageous  position, —» betweea 
two  large  hostile  bodies  —  the  church  and  the  dissenters; 
then  there  were  the  High  and  Low  Church  parties,  be- 
sides the  Evangelical,  and  the  Papal —  all  united  in  de- 
testation of  Unitarian  Christianity.     It  is  impossible  for 
tts,  at  this  distance,  to  conceive  of  the  power  of  such  an 
Establishment  as  that  of  England.     It  is  like  the  mighty 
oak,  which  has  spread  its  ramifications  so  far  and  wide, 
that  you  cannot  tread  without  pressing  on  some  of  its 
roots,  while  it  has  grown  up  and  spread  its  branches  so  as 
to  shut  out  the  bright  beams  of  the  sun  of  righteousness. 
He  entertained  no  respect, for  the  Establishment;  learned 
and  pious  men  indeed  were  in  it,  and  many  doabtless 
were  the  saints  in  heaven  who  had  gone  up  from  it ;  bat 
the  character  of  the  individuals  that  are  or  had  been  coii> 
nected  with  it,  did  not  describe  those  of  the  instituticm 
itself.     Its  oppressive  influence  reminds  hiro  of  a  late  ex- 
periment in  France,  which,  by  a  condensing  process,  gave 
the  invalid  the  benefit  of  several  atmospheres.     Such  a 
double  pressure  is  made  by  the  Establishment  to  weigh  on 
every  individual.     It  might  perhaps,  answer  for  a  mind 
in  an  unhealthy  state,  but  not  for  one  that  is  sound.     Al- 
lowance was  to  be  made  for  these  disadvantages,  hot, 
notwithstanding,  his  impression  was,  that  the  denomina- 
tion was   depressed  and  discouraged :   that  it  felt  as  if 
progress  were  hopeless,  whatever  efforts  might  be  made. 
But  these  dark  shades  are  not  without  some  relief.    Their 
sentiments  are  not  confined  to  persons  in  the  middle 
orders  of  society  in  that  kingdom.  There  is  one  ehapel  in 
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wfakh  meabers  of  parliament  and  tilled  persons  atteiid. 
This  circnmjstance  may  seem  of  little  conseqnenoe  to  us, 
but,  according  to  their  custom  of  thinking,  it  is  not  un* 
important.     In  Birmingham,  Liverpool,  and  some  other 
places,  there  are  large  societies.     It  may  be  worth  men* 
tioning,  too,  in  this  connexion,  that  the  mayor  of  Livei^ 
pool  is  a  Unitarian,  and  was  elected  by  a  large  number 
of  votes  without  distinction  of  sect.     Our  tracts  are  widely 
ciicolated  in  London.    In  parochial  libraries  editions  of 
oor  tracts  are  found,  and  they  are  read.     The  condition 
of  the  80(uetie8  is  healthy,  though  not  enlarging.     The 
vigilance  of  the  Establishment,  and  the  activity  and  vigor 
of  the  Dissenters,  has  increased.     Yet  there  is  among  the 
Unitarians  a  great  activity  of  mind  on  l^ligious  subjects. 
Some  thirty  or  forty  years  ago  the  revolutionary  state  of 
Europe  had  given  to  this  spirit  something  of  a  political 
and  radical  cast,  but  now,  religious  discussion  is  separated 
from  this.    Now  their  preaching  has  become,  like  our 
own,  more  earnest.     Doctrinal  discussion  there,  as  here, 
was  but  seldom  introduced.     Again,  there  was  a  diversity 
of  opinion  among  the  clergy,  the  same  as  in  this  country. 
Some  have  looked  into  the  German  theology — some  have 
^culated  more  than  others  upon  the  ideas  developed  in 
their  own  minds  —  some  retain  more  than  others  of  the 
old  phraseology ;  —  but,  notwithstanding,  there  prevails 
mere  of  a  deep  religious  spirit  and  profitable  tone  of  re- 
mark*   There  is  much  social  religious  communication  m 
England.    Women  and  children  there  join  in  the  religions 
celebrations,  or  tea-drink ings,  as  they  are  called.     In 
Scotland,  Unitarian  Christianity  is  in  a  favorable  condi- 
tion.   In  Ireland  -—  particularly  in  the  north  part  —  there 
is  a  Tery  interesting  body  of  Unitarian  ministers.    The 
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churches  are  strong,  and  the  laity  active.     He  felt  more 
than  anywhere  else,  as  if  he  were  among  his  own  brethren 
at  home,  when  he  stood  among  the  Unitarians  at  Belfast, 
enjoying  Irish  hospitalities.     In  fine  the  disposition  of  the 
Unitarians  in  Great  Britain  to  greet  the  American  church 
as  of  one   brotherhood,  invites  us  to'  cultivate  a  closer 
communion,  which  is  encouraged  by  the  facility  of  inter- 
course between  the  two  countries.     With  regard  to  the 
common  cause,  the  impression  is  there,  as  here,  that  we 
must  labor  together  without  compromising  freedom,  but, 
still  more,  trust  to  individual  exertion.     Every  one  should 
account  himself  as  an  apostle  of  the  cross.     That  holy 
emblem  was  not  to  be  carried  forward  by  a  host,  but 
by  each  christian  warrior,  and  under  this  symbol  of  vic- 
tory each  must  go  on  unto  death.     In  Great  Britain  they 
do  not  regard  associations  as  favorably  as  we  do.     They 
show  a  preference  for  the  old  Presbyterian  spirit,  as  being 
the  mo&t  congenial  with  liberality  and  independence -~ 
each  man  standing  for  the  truth  as  individually  received. 
They  and  we  have  the  same  objects  and  motives.     The 
sympathies  of  a  similar  faith  and  the  responsibilities  of 
human  welfare  rest  upon  us  alike.     They  are  worthy  co- 
adjutors ;  whose  character  and  co-operation  gives  us  a 
new  ground  for  activity  and  hope.    Never  was  there  more 
reason  for  hope  than  now.     Feebly  and  unworthily  have 
we  sustained  the  work ;  but  some  blessing  has  attended 
it  —  and  we  ought  to  goon  and  be  faithful  unto  the  end. 


After  the  addresses,  which  were  deeply  interesting  to  a 
Tery  numerous  audience,  the  Report  was  accepted  by  a 
ananimous  vote.  The  meeting  was  then  closed  by  sing^ 
ing  the  "  Dismission  Hymn." 


CONSTITUTION 

or  THB 

AMERICAN    UNITARIAN    ASSOCIATION. 


1.    The  name  of  this  Associaiioii  shall  be  The  American 

UfriTAmtAIf   ASflOCfATION. 

•  9.  The  object  of  this  Association  shall  be  to  difilise  the 
knowledge  and  promote  the  interests  of  pure  Christianity 
throaghoot  our  country. 

3.  Unitarian  Christians  throughout  the  United  Statee 
shall  be  invited  to  unite  and  co-operate  with  this  Association. 

4.  An  annual  subscription  of  one  dollar  shall  constitute  a 
person  a  member  so  long  as  such  subscription  shall  be  paid ; 
and  a  subscription  of  thirty  dollars  shall  constitute  a  person  a 
member  for  life . 

5.  The  officers  shall  be  a  President,  iifleen  Vice  Presi- 
dents, a  General  Secretary,  who  shall  have  the  care  of  all 
the  bosiness  and  interests  of  the  Association  under  the  con- 
tiol  of  the  Executive  Committee,  an  Assistant  Secretary  who, 
in  case  of  the  absence  or  sickness  of  the  General  Secretary, 
■hall  perform  such  duties  of  a  Recording  and  Corresponding 
Secretary  as  may  require  immediate  attention,  a  Treasurer, 
and  three  Directors. 

&  The  Directors,  Secretaries,  and  Treasurer,  shall  consti- 
tnte  the  Executive  Committee,  who  shall  meet  once  in  each 
month,  and  shall  have  the  direction  of  the  funds  and  opera- 
tiODS  of  the  Association. 

7.  An  annual  meeting  shall  be  held  at  such  time  and  frfaoe 
a0  the  Executive  Committee  shall  deem  advisable,  of  which 
due  notice  shall  be  given,  and  at  which  officers  shall  be  cho- 
seny  reports  be  made,  and  any  other  business  be  transacted, 
wUch  may  come  befbre  the  Aasociatioo. 
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8.  The  Executive  Committee  shill  have  power  to  fill  any 
TacaDciofl  which  may  occur  amoug  the  officers  between  any 
two  annual  meetings. 

9.  Any  amendments  of  this  Constitution  shall  be  proposed 
at  one  annual  meeting,  and  may  be  accepted  at  the  next  an- 
niversaiy,  if  two  thirds  of  the  members  present  be  in  fayor 
of  such  amendments. 

10.  There  shall  also  be  a  Council  of  4he  Association  con- 
sisting of  not  less  than  twenty-five,  nor  more  than  seventy- 
five  members,  to  be  nominated  by  the  presiding  officer,  and 
chosen  by  a  hand  vote  at  the  annual  meeting,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be,  whenever  it  is  necessary,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Executive  Committee,  to  consider  and  determine  what  fur- 
ther measures  may  be  taken  to  increase  the  usefulness  of  the 
Association,  by  what  means  they  may  be  carried  into  execu- 
tion, and  in  what  manner  funds  can  be  provided  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  Council  shall  hold  a  stated  annual  meeting  on  the 
Thursday  succeeding  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association, 
at  four  o*clock,  P.  M.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  call 
special  meetings  whenever  they  shall  deem  necessary,  or  at 
the  request  of  any  five  members  of  the  Council ;  and  twelve 
members  shall  constitute  a  quorum.  The  powers  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  with  regard  to  all  matters  not  acted  upon 
by  the  Council  are  to  remain  the  same  as  heretofore. 


Vote  passed  by  the  Executive  Committee,  September  S3, 
1836,  as  amended  March  30, 1830. 

Rttolvedj  That  every  member  of  the  Association  be  enti- 
tled to  one  copy  of  every  tract  of  the  first  and  neond  ierus^ 
published  by  the  Association  during  the.  year  for  uikich  hia 
nAieripHon  is  entered,*^ 

Vote  of  the  Executive  Committee,  passed  January  4, 1896. 

ToUdf  That  no  lociety  be  recognised  as  auxiliary  to  this 
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AflwwiatioD,  the  terms  of  mibecription  to  which  are  lees  than 
those  reqoired  in  the  Constitation  of  this  Association. 

Vote  passed  bj  the  fhcecotive  Committeei  Jane  90, 1833. 

FoUdj  That  the  4th  article  of  the  Constitution  be  so  con- 
stmed,  that  any  one  who  shall  pay  thirty  dollars  for  the  Gen- 
eral agency  of  the  American  Unitarian  Association,  either  at 
once,  or  by  annual  instalments  within  &ve  years,  shall  be  con- 
sidered a  life  member. 


CLERGYMEN   MEMBERS   FOR  LIFE. 

The  following  Clergymen  have  been  made  members  for 
life  of  the  A  merican  Unitarian  Association,  by  the  donation 
of  thirty  dollars  or  more,'principally  from  ladies  of  their  re- 
spective societies. 


Abbot,  AbieL 
Alden^  Seth. 
Alger,  Horatio. 
Allen,  Joseph. 
*  Andrews,  William. 
Bancroft,  Aaron,  D.D. 
Barrett,  Samuel 
Baitlett,  John. 
Barry,  William. 
Bascom,  Ezekiel  L. 
Bates,  Reaben. 
Bigelow,  Andrew. 
Braser,  John,  D.  B. 
Briggs,  Charles. 
Brooks,  Charles. 
Backingham,  Edgar. 
Channing,  Wm.  £.  D.  D. 
dark,  Amos. 


Clarke,  Samuel. 
Colman,  Henry. 
Damon,  David. 
Dewey,  Orville,  D.  D. 
Doggett,  Theophilus  P. 
Edes,  Henry,  D.  D. 
Edes,  Henry  F. 
Emmons,  Henry. 
Farley,  Frederick  A. 
Field,  Joseph. 
•Flint,  Jacob. 
Flint,  James,  D.  D. 
Fox,  Thomas,  B. 
Fumess,  Wm.  H. 
Frost,  Barzillai. 
Gage,  Nathaniel. 
Gannett,  Ezra  S. 
Gannett,  Thomas  B. 


*Deaa. 


YOVM^mrH  AimiFAXi  EBFOBV. 


8tt 


Ony»  Fredeiiok  T. 
Greenwood,  F.  W.  P. 
H«ll,  Edward  B* 
Hail,  Nathaniel. 
Hamilton,  Lutiier. 
Hill,  Alonzo. 
Holland,  F.  W. 
Hosmer,  George  W. 
Howe,  Moses, 
Ingersoll,  George  Gi 
Johnson,  Rofus  A. 
Kendall,  James,  D.  D. 
Lamson,  Alvan,  D.  D. 
Uncoln,  Calvin. 
'Little,  Robert 
Livermore,  A.  A. 
Loring,  Bailey 
Lothrop,  Samuel  K 
May,  Samuel,  Jr. 
Miles,  Henry  A. 
Moore,  Josiah. 
Motto,  Melish  I. 
Mazzey,  Artemas  B. 
Newell,  William. 
Nichols,  Ichabod,  D.  D. 
Noyes,  George  R, 
Osgood,  Peter. 
Osgood,  Samuel. 
Palfrey,  John  G.,  D.  D. 
^Parker,  Nathan,  D.  D, 
Parker,  Theodore. 
Parkman,  Francisi  D.  D. 


Foabody,  Wou  B.  O. 
Pierpont,  Jol^ii. 
Fhipps,  H.  G. 
Putnam  Gcoi)ge. 
Ripley,  Ezra,  D.  Dl 
Ripley,  George. 
Ripley,  Samuel* 
Richardson,  Joseph. 
Robbins,  Samuel  D. 
Rob  bins.  Chandler. 
Robinson,  Charles. 
Rogers,  T.  P. 
Sanger,  Ralph, 
Sewall,  Charles  C. 
Seivall,  Edmund  Q. 
Stetson,  Caleb. 
Storer,  John  P.  R 
Sullivan,  Thomas  R. 
Sweet,  John  D. 
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FIFTEENTH     ANNIVERSARY. 


Tbe  American  Unitarian  Association  celebrated  its 
fifteenth  anniversary  on  Tuesday  evening,  May  26lb, 
1840.  The  members  met  for  the  transaction  of  business 
at  half  past  six  o'clock,  in  the  Berry  Street  Vestry,  Hon. 
Samuel  Hoar,  one  -  of  the  Vice  Presidents,  in  the  chair. 
The  meeting  was  very  fully  attended,  and  an  unusual  in- 
terest manifested  in  the  objects  and  operations  of  the 
Association. 

The  records  of  the  last  annual  meeting  were  read  by 
tbe  General  Secretary. 

The  Treasurer's  Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expendi- 
tures was  then  presented  and  accepted. 


Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the 

American  Unitarian  Association,  from 

Mat  28,  1839,  to  May  26,  1840. 

RECEIPTS. 

Baluice  in  the  Treasury,  May  28,  1839,  per  ac- 

coant  rendered, 1047 10 

From  Auxiliary  Societies  and  Subscriptioni,  8760  88 

*'     Life  Members 614  00 

"     Donations  from  Societies  and  Individuals,  266  40 

••     Sale  of  Tracts, 268  90 

**     Subscribers  to  the  General  Agency,  160  00 
Individuals  to  aid  in  Building  Churches  in 

the  West, 266  60 

620068 


<• 


$6247  78 
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EXPENDITURES. 


For  Printing  and  Binding  Tracts  and  Paper,  1891  90 

Incidental  Expenses,         ....  46  99 

Salary  of  the  General  Agent,  one  year,        .  1800  00 

Travelling  Expenses  of  do.  do.,          .         .  175  00 

Rent  of  Office  one  year,  to  July  1,  1840,       .  200  00 

Discount  on  uncurrent  money,  .  .  8  54 
Over-credit  to  D.  Reed,  January  16, 1838,  in 

J.  Munroe  &  Co^s.  account,     .          .        .  7  01 

Counterfeit  fractional  bill  in  do.  do.  .  1  25 
Missionary  services  of  Mr.  D.  W.  Wilson, 

at  Lancaster,  N.  H.'  .  .  .  15  00 
Missionary  services  of  Rev.  Samuel  Osgood, 

atAmoskeag, 10  00 

Rev.  Mr.  Wilson^s  travelling  expenses  on 

Mission  to  Houlton,  Me.,  .  .  .  6  87 
Rev.  Geo.  A.  Williams,  in  aid  of  Unitarian 

Society,  Saco,  Me 100  00 

Missionary  services  of  Mr.  Edward  Stone,  at 

Calais,  Me 50  00 

Aid  to  Rev.  Mr.  Whitman's  Society,  in  Port- 
land, Me 50  00 

Miuianary  Serpicet  in  JWw  York^  PenK.,  OAta,  litdiana, 
JUimoUt  and  Iowa  Territorg, 


it 
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Mr.  B.  T.  Barrett,      . 

Rev.  Mr.  Merrick, 
«     Mr.  Eliot,      . 

George  W.  Hosmer, 
Rev.  Samuel  Osgood, 
James  F.  Clarke, 
W.  P.  Huntington, 
W.  G.  Swett,    . 

Mr.  J.  H.  Perkins, 

Rev.  W.  P.  Huntington,    . 
Mr.  Lord, 

Crawford  Nightingale, 
Mr.  Jones,     . 
Mr.  Cranch, 
Olward  Stone, 
S.  Barrett, 


«< 


(( 


IC 


(( 


cc 


<« 


180  00 

170  00 

50  00 

40  00 

20  00 

50  50 

100  00 

20  00 

200  00 

190  35 

80  00 

50  00 

10  00 

80  00 

50  00 

185  00 


Rey.  H.  Wood,  in  aid  of  Unitarian    Society'^in 

Tyngsboro*, "^  . 

*(    M.  Haitiing,  in  aid  of  Unitarian  Society  in 
Townsend, 


1425  85 
25  00 
80  00 
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Benjamin  H.  Greene,  Esq.,  in  aid  of  Unitarian 

Scotety  in  Chelsea 50  00 

Ber.  S.  J.  May,  in  aid  of  Unitarian  Society  in 

East  Greenwicli,  .....  20  00 

6412  91 


Balance,  $884  87 


The  following  sums  have  been  appropriated  by  the  Executive 
Committee,  but  not  yet  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  viz. 

6000 
100  00 
6000 
75  00 
50  00 
100  00 
25  00 


For  Unitarian 

Society 

at  Calais,  Me. 

i<           « 

i« 

Topsham,  Me. 

"%*                        fC 

« 

Portland,  Me. 

«                  ct 

(( 

Saco,  Me. 

tt              t§ 

«« 

Chelsea, 

u                « 

(« 

AuKUsta,  Me. 

Missionary  services  of  Mr.  Stone, 

$460  00 

In  the  balance  on  hand  of  $334  87,  is  included  $265  60  which 
was  contributed  to  aid  in  building  churches  in  the  West,  and  which 
tan  be  appropriated  only  to  that  object, 

HENRY     RICE,    Treasurer. 

Bo§ton,  May  26,  1840^ 


Boston,  June  10,  1840.  The  sabscribers  have  ex- 
amined the  above  account,  and  find  it  correct  and  pro- 
perly voacbed. 


Thomas  Tarbell,  )    a   j-a 
T  TT         '  ?  AuMars. 

Jonathan  Howe,    ) 


The  following  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  then 
chosen, 
▼oi^  XIII. -—NO.  155.  1* 
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PRESIDENT. 

Rev.  IcHABOD  Nichols,  D.  D.,  Me. 

VICE      PRESIDENTg. 

Hon.  Joseph  Ltman,  Mass. 
"     Jonathan  Phillips,  Mass. 
"     Charles  H.  Atberton,  N.  H. 
"     Stephen  Longfellow,  Me. 
Henrt  Wh baton,  Esq.  N.  Y. 
James  Taylor,  Esq.  Penn. 
Henry  Payson,  Esq.  Md. 
Hon.  William  Cranch,  D.  C. 
Martin  L.  Hurlburt,  Esq.  Penn. 
Hon.  Samuel  S.  Wilde,  Mass. 

"     Samuel  Hoar,  Mass. 
Timothy  Flint,  Esq.  La. 
Hon.  Lemuel  H  Arnold,  R.  I. 
Benjamin  Bakewell,  Esq.  Penn. 
H.  J.  Huidekoper,  Esq.  Penn. 

executiye     committee. 

Rer.  Samuel  Barrett,       ^ 
^'     Artemas  B.  Muzzey,  >  Directors. 
•*     George  E.  Ellis,        j 

Rev.  Charles  Briggs,  General  Secretary,    > 
"     Samuel  K.  Lothrop,  Assistant  Secretary, 

Hbnrt  Rice,  Esq.,  Trec^urer, 
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Agreeably  to  the  1 0th  Article  of  the  Constitation,  the 
following  gentlemen  were  then  chosen  CouNCiu^ORfl  of 
the  American  Unitarian  Association. 


Francis  Alger,  Esq. 
William  T.  Andrews,  Esq. 
Isaiah  Bangs,  Esq. 
N.  A.  Barrett,  Esq. 
William  Brigham,  Esq. 
George  Bond,  Esq. 
E.  Cobb,  Esq. 
C.  K.  Dillaway,  Esq. 
Hon.  S.  Fairbanks, 
Rev.  F.  A.  Farley, 
Albert  Fearing,  Esq. 
Dr.  J.  F.  FJagg, 
C.  Francis,  D.  D. 
Rev.  Ezra  S.  Gannett, 
Rev.  F.  W.  P.  Greenwood, 
S.  Greele,  Esq. 
Rev.  James  D.  Green, 
Rev.  E.  B.  Hall, 
Rev.  Alonzo  Hill, 
James  Kendall,  D.  D. 
John  Lamson,  Esq. 
Peter  Mackintosh,  Esq. 
Samuel  May,  Esq. 
Rev.  Henry  A.  Miles, 
John  Owen^  Esq. 


Francis  Parkman,  D.  D. 
Rev.  Ephraim  Peabody, 
Hon.  Jonathan  Phillips, 
Hon.  Stephen  C.  Phillips, 
Rev.  J.  Pierpont, 
John  Prentiss,  Esq. 
L.  G.  Pray,  Esq. 
Wm.  Pomroy,  Esq. 
I^ev.  George  Putnam, 
Rev.  G.  Robbins, 
John  G.  Rogers,  Esq. 
Henry  B.  Rogers,  Esq. 
Benjamin  Seaver,  Esq. 
W.  R.  Sumner,  Esq. 
Rev.  C.  Stetson, 
Hon.  R.  Sullivan, 
Robert  G.  Shaw,  Esq. 
Rev.  Moses  G.  Thomas, 
Rev.  J.  W.  Thompson, 
Francis  O.  Watts,  Esq. 
James  Walker,  D.  D. 
Henry  Ware,  Jr.,  D.  D. 
Rev.  Jason  Whitman, 
Hon  Sidney  Willard,, 
Rev.  A.  Young. 
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On  motion  of  Rev.  Alonzo  Hill,  of  Worcester,  it  was 
Voted,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Association  be  returned 
to  Rev.  George  Ripley,  for  his  faithful  services  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Rev.  Jjimes  Wal- 
ker, D.  D.^  was  adopted. 

Resolved^  T4iat  the  death  of  Rev.  Dr.  Bancrofl,  the  first 
President  of  this  Association,  calls  for  an  expression  of 
our  deep  sense  of  his  personal  worth,  and  of  our  gratitude 
to  God  for  his  long  and  valuable  services  in  the  cause  of 
Christian  truth  and  freedom. 

Rev.  Samuel  K.  Lothrop  presented  the  subjoined  reso- 
lution, which  was  passed. 

Resolved,  That  the  death  of  Rev.  Dr.  Tuckcrman, 
senior  Minister  at  Large  in  this  city,  an  institution  once 
under  the  care  of  this  Association,  demands  the  expression 
of  our  sincere  respect  for  his  memory,  our  deep  gratitude 
for  his  services ;  and  while  we  regret  that  his  life  of 
eminent  usefulness  and  distinguished  christian  philan- 
thropy is  closed,  we*  would  bow  with  submission  to  the 
divine  will,  and  gather  from  his  example  lessons  to  quicken 
and  guide  our  own  efforts  in  the  cause  of  human  happi- 
ness and  virtue. 

The  resolution  which  follows  was  prepared  by  Rev. 
Ezra  S.  Gannett,  and  accepted  by  the  Association. 

Resolved,  That  the  sudden  death,  within  the  last  year, 
of  Rev.  Dr.  Carpenter  of  England,  and  Dr.  Pollen  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, the  former  filling  a  large  sphere  of  influence 
in  his  native  island,  the  latter  for  his  love  of  liberty  driven 
from  Europe  to  this  country,  where  his  character  secured 
universal  respect  and  esteem,  but  both  taken  from  life  by 
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a  similar  catastrophe,  in  the  midst  of  their  usefulness, 
while  it  calls  upon  us  for  submission  to  the  Divine  Provi- 
dence, presses  on  our  minds  the  duty  of  instant  and  earn- 
est fidelity  to  the  service  which  God  has  assigned  us  in 
oor  several  situations. 

They  also  adopted  the  following  resolution,  offered  by 
Rev.  Francis  Parkman,  D.  D. 

Resolved^  That  the  Association  entertain  a  respectful 
sense  of  the  character  and  services  of  the  late  Hon.  Wil- 
liam Sullivan,  who,  as  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents  of  the 
Society,  as  well  as  in  other  relations  which  he  sustained 
to  the  community  at  large,  has  a  claim  to  our  grateful 
notice  for  his  faithful  labors  and  enlightened  zeal,  and 
especially  for  the  interest  he  expressed  for  the  objects  of 
this  Association. 


The  Association  then  adjourned  to  the  Federal  Street 
Church,  which  was  well  filled.  Ailcr  a  voluntary  on  the 
organ,  prayers  were  offered  by  Rev.  David  Damon,  of 
West  Cambridge.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Executive 
CcMnmitlee  was  read  by  the  General  Secretary. 
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OP    THE 


EXECUTIVE    CeMMITTEE. 


It  is  now  fifteen  years  since  the  establishment  of  this 
Association.  And  the  Executive  Committee  in  looking 
back  upon  that  period,  and  contemplating  its  growth  and 
progress,  the  increase  of  its  usefulness  from  year  to  year, 
and  what  it  has  done  for  the  cause  of  religion,  find  abun- 
dant reason  for  congratulation,  and  for  devout  and  grate- 
ful acknowledgment  to  Him  who  has  thus  vouchsafed 
his  blessing;  It  has,  considering  its  limited  means,  been 
instrumental  of  much  good.  It  has  promoted  Christian 
knowledge  and  a  spirit  of  free  inquiry  throughout  the 
country.  It  has,  indeed,  done  much  to  extend  a  knowl- 
edge of  our  faith,  to  remove  prejudice,  to  awaken  a  deeper 
interest  in  practical  religion — to  build  up  the  waste  places 
of  Zion,  and  to  comfort  and  edify  the  churches. 

The  objects  pursued  by  the  Committee  the  past  year 
have  been  similar  to  those  of  previous  years.  And  in  the 
performance  of  their  duties  and  the  result  of  their  opera- 
tions they  have  found  much  to  cheer  and  animate  them,— 
to  strengthen  their  hands  and  encourage  their  hearts. 
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AUXILIARY     ASSOCIATIONS. 

We  hare  always  attached  great  importance  to  the  for« 
mation  of  Auxiliary  Associations.  We  regard  them  as 
cords  of  sympathy  and  bonds  of  union,  as  well  as  a  means 
of  spiritual  growth  and  improvement.  And  we  are  happy 
to  state  that  they  are  now  established  in  a  great  majority 
of  oar  societies. 

It  has  been 'an  important  object  with  the  Secretary,  in 
bis  travels  and  by  his  correspondence,  to  obtain  accurate 
information  respecting  the  condition  and  prospects  of  our 
churches.  And  with  the  view  of  making  known  the 
spiritual  wants  of  the  denomination  and  awakening  a 
deeper  interest  in  them,  he  hjas  devoted  much  of  his  time 
to  delivering  addresses.  He  has  visited  about  fifly  soci- 
eties ;  in  the  most  of  which  he  formed  or  reorganized 
Auxiliary  Associations. 

The  number  formed  the  past  year  is  thirty-two. 

As  most  of  our  means  of  usefulness  are  derived  from, 
the  Auxiliaries,  and  as  many  of  them  have  been  negligent 
in  making  their  payments,  the  Secretary  has  found  it 
necessary  to  devote  a  portion  of  his  time  to  the  pecuniary 
concerns  of  the  Association ;  by  which  means  they  are 
DOW  in  an  improved  condition.  The  amount  -received 
by  «the  Treasurer  from  this  source  is  much  greater  than 
io  any  former  year.  The  Committee  would,  however, 
express  a  wish  that  the  Agents  and  Secretaries  of  Aux- 
iliaries would  in  future  observe  greater  punctuality  in 
their  payments. 

The  Secretary  has  visited  the  societies  in  Maine,  and 
fiirmed  associations  in  most  of  them.  And  the  funds 
paid  by  those  associations  into  our  treasury  have  been  aj^ 
propriaied  to  the  support  of  destitute  societies  in  that  State. 
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LIFE     MEMBERS. 

The  number  added  to  the  list  of  life  members  the  past 
year  is  twenty-seven.  They  are  the  following:  Rev.  Charles 
T.  Brooks,  Newport,  R.  I.,  Rev.  Henry  W.  Bellows,  N.  Y., 
Rev.  George  F.  Simmons,  Mobile,  Ala.,  Amos  M.  Rob- 
erts, Esq.,  Bangor,  Me.,  Rev.  Jonathan  Cole,  Hallo  well. 
Me.,  Rev.  William  Frothingham,  Belfast,  Me.,  Rev.  Rufus 
P.  Stebbins,  Leominster,  Mass.,  Rev.  Nathaniel  Thayer, 
D.  D.,  Lancaster,  Mass.,  Miss  D.  Dix,  Boston,  Mass., 
Mrs.  D.  Smith,  Rev.  Edward  H.  Edes,  Mrs.  Sarah  C. 
Lord,  Ivory  Lord,  Esq.,  Daniel  Sewall,  Esq.,  Mrs.  Rachel 
Low  and  George  Lord,  Esq.,  Kennebunk,  Me.,  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet Chapman,  Boston,  Mass.,  Rev.  Francis  Cunning- 
ham, Dorchester  Mass.,  Hon.  Samuel  Hoar,  Concord, 
Mass.,  Mrs.  Sarah  B.  Hall,  Dorchester,  Mass. 

The  whole  number  of  life  members  is  three  hundred 
and  fifly-six.  About  one  third  of  these  are  clergymen ; 
and  were,  with  few  exceptions,  made  life  members  by  the 
ladies  of  their  respective  societies.  It  is  hoped  that  this 
list  will  be  increased.  And  that  the  name  of  every  cler- 
gyman in  the  denomination  will  soon  be  added  to  it;  and 
that  many  benevolent  individuals  among  the  laity,  who 
do  not  feel  able  to  pay  thirty  dollars  at  one  time,  will 
become  life  members  by  paying  six  dollars  a  year  for 
five  years. 

TRACT     DEPARTMENT. 

There  has  been  an  increasing  demand  for  our  Tracts. 
And  a  much  larger  number  than  usual  has  been  sent 
abroad  for  gratuitous  distribution.  They  have  every 
where  been  most  gratefully  received; — but  particularly 
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in  the  new  parts  of  the  country,  where  our  brethren  are 
denied  many  of  the  religious  privileges  which  are  enjoyed 
here.     And  they  have,  we  doubt  not,  done  much  good. 

The  number  published  during  the  year  is  between 
eixty  and  seventy  thousand.^  About  five  thousand  have 
been  received  monthly  by  the  Auxiliary  Associations. 

They  are  on  the  following  subjects. 

"  Mystery,  Reason  and  Faith,"  by  Rev.  £.  Peabody. 
"  Who  was  Jesus  Christ  ?**  by  Rev.  George  F.  Simmons. 
**  Jesus  Christ  the  chief  Corner  Stone,"  by  G.  R.  Noyes, 
D.  D.  "  How  to  Spend  a  Day,"  by  Henry  Ware,  Jr., 
D.D.  "Life  and  Character  of  the  Rev.  Aaron  Bancroft, 
D.  D.,"  by  Rev.  Alonzo  Hill.  "  Atonement,"  by  Rev.  Ezra 
S.  Gannett.  "  Thoughts  for  the  New  Year,  on  the  Duty  of 
Improvement,"  by  Henry  Ware,  Jr.,  D.  D.  "  The  Moral 
Power  of  Christ's  Character,"  by  Rev.  ;E.  Peabody 
'*  Christian  Views  of  Human  Suffering,"  by  William  E. 
Channing,  D.  D.  "  Watch  and  Pray,"  by  Rev.  R.  C. 
Waterston.  "  Practical  Goodness,  the  True  Religion," 
by  Rev.  F.H.  Hedge.  — These  with  the  Annual  Report, 
constitute  the  13th  Volume  of  our  Tracts. 

The  Committee  have  spared  no  pains  the  past  year  in 
adapting  these  publications  to  the  wants  of  the  denomi- 
nation. And  we  are  happy  to  leain  that  they  have  met 
with  a  favorable  reception.  Among  the  many  testimo- 
nies in  their  favor  which  have  come  to  us,  we  would  refer 
to  the  following'  remarks  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Lowell  Auxiliary. 

**  The  Agent  cannot  cloae  this  Report  without  express- 
ing a  sentiment  in  which  he  is  confident  the  members  of 
this  society  will  join — that  of  approbation  of  the  Tracts 
which  have  been  received.    These,  (referring  to  several 

TOL.  zni.  —  HO.  155.  2 


14  FIVTEBIfTH  AlfMVAL  BBYOKT.  396 

of  them)  maj  be  regarded  ae  specimens  of  |he  kind  of 
Tracts  that  are  wanted.  No  one  can  read  them  carefully 
without  being  made  better.  He  is  sure  that  these  of 
themselves  have  been  more  than  an  equivalent  for  the 
small  sum  annually  subscribed  for  them.  The  distribu- 
tion of  so  many  valuable  publications  among  us  cannot 
but  be  attended  with  happy  effects.  It  is  sowing  good 
seedy  which,  we  doubt  not,  will  bring  forth  good  fruit." 

A  gentleman  in  New  Jersey  thus^  writes  in  relation  to 
them.  **  These  twelve  volumes,  the  Lord  crowning  the 
same,  shall  go  forth  like  twelve  Evangelists,  to  preach  the 
everlasting  Gospel  to  others.  As  fast  as  I  shall  have  read 
them  over,  I  mean  to  lend  them  to  others  ;  thus  sending 
them  out  to  open  men's  eyes,  and  to  turn  them  from 
darkness  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto 
God.  I  trust  these  silent  preachers  will  obtain  friends 
and  contributors  in  this  place  to  aid  in  the  wider  exten- 
sion of  the  Committee's  most  excellent  publications,  and 
thus  become  the  means  of  extending  the  cause  of  rational, 
liberal  Christianity." 

DESTITUTE     SOCIETIES. 

The  Committee  have  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  small 
and  destitute  societies ;  and  have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  it  is  the  duty  ofthe  denomination  to  sustain  them  ; 
at  least  those  which  require  but  temporary  assistance  in 
order  to  become  strong  and  self-sustaining  societies.  We 
hare  made  appropriations  to  eight  societies  of  that  descrip- 
tioii«  to  enable  them  to  support  public  worship  throiighoal 
the  year.  And  we  have  aided  twelve  societies  by  th« 
aervicea  of  our  missionaries.     Nine  of  these  were  in 
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New  England ;  two  in  the  state  of  New  York ;  and  nine 
in  the  Western  States. 

We  shonld  ha?e  assisted  a  much  larger  number,  had 
we  possessed  the  means.  The  members  of  such  soci^ 
eties  hare  pecuHar  trials  and  discouragements.  And 
they  certainly  deserve  our  sympathy  and  aid 

MISSIONARY     OPERATIONS. 

The  Committee  have  deeply  sympathized  with  those 
of  our  faith,  who,  from  their  peculiar  situation,  enjoy  but 
€X>mparativeIy  few  religious  blessings; — and  especially 
those  iu  the  more  distant  parts  of  the  country.  And 
they  have  been  more  and  more  impressed  with  the  impor« 
tance  of  missionary  operations ; — of  sending  abroad  the 
good  and  faithful  missionary — to  supply  the  deep  moral 
wants  of  our  brethren — to  cause  *  the  hearts  of  many  to 
rejoice,  and  to  advance  the  interests  of  truth  and  righte- 
ousness. 

The  number  of  missionaries  employed  by  the  Associ* 
ation  the  past  year  is  twelve.  Five  have  labored  in  the 
Northern  and  middle  States,  and  seven  at  the  West. 
Most  of  them  were  employed  for  short  periods.  But  thej 
labored  with  success,  and  were  instrumental  of  much 
good. 

There  is  much  that  is  encouraging  at  this  time  in  the 
condition  and  prospects  of  our  Western  societies. 

The  society  at  Hillsboro',  111.,  has  been  greatly  prosper- 
ed. I^ast  summer,  ander  the  preaching  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Huntington,  an  unusual  interest  was  manifested  in  re- 
ligion.  And  on  one  Sabbath  ibont  twenty  were  baptized 
and  admiiied  to  the  ehnrch. 
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A  similar  interest  was  maDifested  at  Peoria,  in  that 
state,  under  the  ministrations  of  Rev.  Mr.  Huntoon,  who 
has  done  much  to  strengthen  and  establish  the  society  in 
that  place. 

The  society  at  Chicago,  111.,  is  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion. New  accessions  have  been  made  to  it  by  the  labors 
of  Mr.  Harrington,  who  has  preached  there  the  past 
winter  with  great  acceptance. 

A  society  has  been  formed  and  a  church  gathered  the 
past  year  at  duincy  in  that  state.  A  house  of  worship 
will  be  erected  in  the  course  of  the  season ; — partly  by 
the  efforts  of  the  society,  and  partly  by  the  assistance  of 
their  brethren  in  New  England.  As  Quincy  is  one  of 
the  most  important  towns  in  the  state^  much  good  will  be 
accomplished  by  the  establishment  of  this  society.  And 
the  Committee  cannot  but  express  their  hope  that  the 
more  favored  societies  in  this  part  of  the  country  will 
sympathize  yet  more  with  our  Western  brethren,  and 
afford  them  aid  in  their  struggle  to  erect  suitable  houses 
of  worship,  and  support  religious  institutions.  It  is  not 
expensive  churches  that  they  need  or  desire.  A  corres- 
pondent in  Peoria  makes  the  following  remarks  upon  this 
subject. 

*'  There  is  a  pressing  wan(,  under  which  Unitarians 
are  suffering  at  the  West.  I  mean  ^  their  want  of  con- 
venient places  of  public  worship.  This  very  important 
desideratum  has  not,  I  fear,  been  duly  felt  and  appre- 
ciated by  our  brethren  at  the  East.  It  is  not  splendid 
edifices  which  are  wanted ;  but  simply  convenient,  ap- 
propriate churches;  moderate  in  size  and  in  cost.  To 
build  them  unaided,  under  the  present  circumstances  of 
the  societies  is  not  possible.    In  fact,  no  new  country 
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ever  did  erect  its  6r6t  churches,  and  support  its  first  min- 
isters without  assistance  from  abroad.  And  the  peculiar 
leatores  and  character  of  our  Western  population  render 
ibis  aid  doubly  necessary."  "  So  long/'  he  adds,  "  as 
there  is  no  sacred  associations  with  the  place  of  worship, 
and  no  habitual  reverence  of  it  on  the  Sabbath  in  any 
one  place,  people  will  not  attend  upon  it  with  much  fer- 
vency of  spirit,  or  regularity  of  observance.  The  occa- 
sional  meeting  in  the  School-house,  with  all  its  incon- 
veniences, is  not  going  to  church.  Many  holy  attach- 
ments and  associations  are  wanting.  It  should  not  be 
forgotten  that  one  object  of  our  denomination  is  to  seek 
and  to  save  them  that  are  lost"  ; — lost  to  other  religious 
influences,  as  presented  by  the  prevailing  and  popular 
religious  sects.  These  are  to  be  won  hack  within  the 
kUd  of  Christianity  onlt^  by  the  persuasion  of  its  reason' 
ablauss,  as  presented  in  its  primitive  records.  If  we  had 
small,  cheap  houses  of  public  worship  in  those  places  in 
Illinois  where  we  already  have  60cieties,  it  would  be  but  a 
short  time  before  those  societies  would  be  able  to  supply 
themselves  with  the  permanent  ministry  of  the  Gospel. 
Without  them  they  cannot  do  it.  The  Meeting-house  is 
the  first  instrument  by  which  such  societies  can  be 
draam  together  and  cemented.  O  could  our  brethren  of 
New  England,  as  they  go  in  "  joyous  company,  to  their 
time-hallowed  places  of  devotion,  and  feel  the  soul-en- 
rapturing associations  of  the  holy  sanctuary ;  while  they, 
in  sacred  communion,  feed  on  the  bread  of  life,  and  are 
ooarwhed  thereby  to  the  stature  of  perfect  persons  in 
Christy  remember  us  in  our  destitution,  where,  if  the 
8abbath  come,  it  is  cheered  by  no  '^  church-going  bell;" 
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no  sacred  bouse  of  piety— no  honse  of  God,  no  asylum  of 
religion,  where  we  can  meet  in  the  assembly  of  bis  peo- 
ple to  celebrate  his  praise,  to  strengthen  each  other's 
hands  and  encourage  each  other's  hearts  in  our  pilgrimage 
towards  heaven,  they  would  not,  they  could  not  withhold 
their  sympathy,  their  assistance,  or  their  prayers.'' 

The  Committee  have  sent  a  missionary  to  Burlington, 
the  seat  of  government  of  Iowa  Territory,  where  it  is 
thought  a  society  will  soon  be  formed.  We  have  like- 
wise engaged  an  able  and  experienced  clergyman  to 
preach  at  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Our  missionaries  have  preached  at  Geneva,  in  the 
Northern  part  of  Illinois,  where  there  is  a  very  interesting 
New  England  community,  who  are  desirous  of  having  a 
clergyman  settled  with  them  permanently. 

Rev.  Mr.  Clarke,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  Mr.  Dewey,  and 
Mr.  Huutoon  have  preached  at  Madison,  Indiana,  to 
highly  respectable  audiences.  And  it  is  believed  Chat 
with  a  little  effort  a  good  «octety  may  be  formed  there. 

Rev.  Mr.  Barrett,  of  this  cky,  spent  several  months  the 
past  season  in  the  Western  States.  He  visited  most  of 
our  societies  there,  and  did  much  \o  encourage  and 
strengthen  them. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hosmer,  of  Buffalo,  went  on  a  missxm  the 
past  year  into  Illinois,  and  performed  a  very  acceptable 
and  useful  service. 

The  labors  of  Rev.  Mr.  Simmons  have  been  confined 
mostly  to  the  society  at  Mobile,  Ala.,  where  he  has 
awakened  a  deep  interest  in  our  views  of  Christian  truth 
and  in  practical  religion.  He  has  preached  a  few  tiroes 
in  New  Orleans  to  large  audiences,  and  has  given  us  new 
tissurances  of  the  importance  of  establishing  another  so- 
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ciety  there.  He  has  likewise  preached  at  Jackson  and 
Clinton,  where  we  hate  societies  which  are  under  the 
care  of  one  of  the  Professors  of  Louisiana  College,  who 
preaches  to  them  alternately. 

A  correspondent  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  writes  thus  respect-  ^ 
ing  Western  missions. 

"  The  West  wants  Christ-like,  devoted  preachers.  Men 
of  sound  thought  and  strong  emotion,  who  are  earnest  to 
bring  the  Gospel  to  souls  that  are  weary  and  heavy  laden 
with  worldliness.  Weak  men  c«inD0t  avail, — they  will 
not  be  listened  to  by  those  whom  we  may  hope  to  benefit. 
I  hope  no  pains, — no  expense  will  be  spared  in  furnishing 
the  right  men  with  the  best  preparation.  I  cannot  bear 
to  liear  men  at  the  East  talk  about  the  time  not  being 
come  for  the  great  effort  at  the  West.  It  has  come,  and 
in  the  older  settlements  the  best  time  has  past.  I  would 
that  we  had  earnest  preachers  enough,  to  send  one  into 
each  of  the  growing  villages  of  the  far  West.  True, 
they  would  find  scanty  support  and  have  to  be  satisfied 
with  small  beginnings,  but  they  would  sow  seed  that 
would  yield  a  blessed  harvest  to  our  children.  Last 
Summer  I  addressed  a  little  community  on  the  Fox  river 
in  Illinois.  They  had  no  minister — no  meeting  house — 
many  of  them  were  from  New  England.  One  or  two 
from  Roxbury,  four  or  five  from  Boston.  They  had  small 
means,  and  could  not  do  much,  but  they  were  willing  to 
do  what  they  could  to  have  tlie  gospel  preached  among 
them.  A  devoted  man  might  find  great  pleasure  in 
planting  the  truth  in  the  midst  of  such  a  settlement,  his 
influence  would  be  like  the  rising  light.  Why  will  not 
the  yoiing  men  of  New  England  prepare  and  go  forth  t 
Why,  when  there  is  such  n^ed,  will  they  cling  to  the 
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old  homes,  to  the  plea&ant  vicinity  of  Harvard  and  Bos- 
ton, from  which  they  might  be  spared  1  I  would  not  ad- 
vocate desertion  nor  neglect  of  good  old  New  England. 
She  is  the  mother  of  us  all.  I  love  her  very  hills  and 
rocks ;  but,  my  brother,  the  cross  must  be  taken  up  and 
borne  into  the  West  for  the  sake  of  our  children,  our 
country,  and  humanity.     We  must  do  what  we  can." 

WESTERN       AGENCY. 

The  Committee  have  for  some  time  been  desirous  of 
establishing  a  Western  Agency ;  but  have  not  been  able 
to  find  a  suitable  person  for  the  office.  The  state  of  our 
Treasury,  too,  has  been  such,  that  they  could  not  do  it 
without  neglecting  other  important  objects.  In  considera- 
tion, however,  of  a  recent  effort  in  some  of  the  churches 
at  the  West  to  raise  funds  for  this  object,  and  the  assur- 
ance of  one  of  their  clergymen,  that  if  five  hundred  dol- 
lars could  be  raised  here,  enough  would  be  contributed 
there  to  make  up  a  competent  salary  for  an  agent,  we 
have  voted  to  guarantee  that  sum  ;  believing  that  the 
New  England  churches  will  readily  manifest  an  interest 
in  this  undertaking,  and  afford  us  the  means  of  doing 
much  more  towards  accomplishing  it.  Our  Western 
brethren  will  do  all  they  can  ;  but  the  agent  must,  for 
the  present,  be  supported  in  a  great  measure  by  us.  We 
hope  soon  to  find  a  person  well  adapted  to  the  work,  and 
to  have  the  requisite  means  of  doing  our  part  towards  his 
support. 

THE     NITMBER     OP     OUR     CHURCHES. 

This  Association,  from  its  first  establishment,  has  done 
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moch  to  explain  and  disseminate  our  views  of  religion, 
and  to  remove  the  prejudices  which  have  existed  against 
them.  It  has  been  instrumental  in  building  up  and  es- 
tablishing societies, — in  New  England,  at  the  South,  and 
the  West;  and  making  us  as  a  denomination  more  known 
and  respected.  But  for  the  success  of  our  views  and  the 
increase  of  our  numbers  we  are,  under  providence,  in- 
debted chiefly  to  the  power-of  truth. 

When  the  Association  was  established,  fifteen  years  ago, 
the  number  of  our  societies  in  Massachusetts  was  about  one 
hundred.  It  is  now  one  hundred  and  fifly.  At  that  time 
we  had  six  societies  in  Maine.  We  have  now  fifteen.  We 
had  then  the  same  number  in  New  Hampshire,  and  now  we 
have  nineteen.  We  had  then  only  eight  societies  out  of  New 
England.  We  have  now  thirty-six.  At  that  time  there  was 
but  one  Unitarian  society  West  of  the  Alleghany  moun- 
tains— ^a  small  society  at  Pittsburgh — and  there  are  now 
seventeen ;  besides  a  large  number  in  an  incipient  state. 
In  1825  the  whole  number  of  our  societies  was  one  hundred 
and  twenty.  It  is  now  two  hundred  and  thirty.  The  multi- 
plication of  societies  is  not  always  a  just  criterion  of  the 
growth  of  a  denomination.  It  is  evident,  however,  that 
we  have  been  increasing  from  year  to  year  ;  not  so  rapidly, 
perhaps,  as  some  other  denominations,  and  nothing  like  as 
rapidly  as  we  might  have  increased  had  we  been  true  to 
our  opinions,  and  possessed  more  of  the  missionary  spirit, 
a  spirit  of  Christian  sympathy  towards  those  of  our  faith 
in  other  parts  of  the  country,  many  of  whom,  because 
we  did  not  take  care  of  them,  have  associated  themselves 
with  other  denominations. 

Bat  the  extent  to  which  our  views  prevail  in  the  United 
States  should  not  be  estimated  by  the  number  of  Chngrc 
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galumal  UnitariaDs ;  for  there  are  many  in  other  denooiH 
nations,  who  entertain  these  views ;  and  particularly  in  the 
Christian  denomination.  1 1  is  stated  on  good  authority  that 
in  1833,  there  were  among  the  Christians,  in  twenty  States, 
700  ministers,  1000  churches,  from  75,000  to  100,000 
communicants,  and  from  250,000  to  300,000  attending  pub* 
lie  worship.  When,  therefore,  we  consider  the  increase  of 
this  denomination  since  that  time,  and  the  number  in 
other  denominations  who  hold  to  the  simply  unity  of  God 
and  other  views  which  are  peculiar  to  us,  it  will  appear 
that  the  doctrines  of  Liberal  Christianity  are  more  prev« 
alent  in  this  country  than  has  been  supposed. 

We  should,  however,  feel  a  much  deeper  interest  in 
the  spiritual  growth  of  our  denomination — in  our  growth 
in  grace  and  in  the  knowledge,  the  practical  knowledge 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ. 

FHOCEEDINGS     OF     THE     COUNCIL. 

The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Asso- 
ciation was  held  at  the  Berry  Street  Vestry,  May  30th, 
1839.  Hon.  J.  G.  Rogers  was  chosen  Chairman,  and 
Rev.  J.  W.  Thompson,  Secretary  of  the  Council  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

The  Chairman  nominated  the  following  gentlemen  for 
the  several  committees. 

On  Finance  —  George  Bond,  Esq.,  Samuel  Greele,  Esq., 
Rev.  S.  K.  Lothrop,  N.  A.  Barrett  and  Samuel  May 
Esqrs. 

On  Missions  —  Rev.  Dr.  Ware,  Jr.,  Rev,  Dr.  Parkman, 
Rev.  A.  B.  Muzzey,  Albert  Fearing  Esq.,  Hon.  Richard 
Sullivan. 
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On  Parishes  -^  Rev.  Dr.  Walker,  Hon.  Jona.  PbillipSy 
Re?.  E.  S.  Gannett,  Re?.  Samael  Barrett,  William  PoiDe-> 
roy,  Esq. 

On  IVaets  —  Francis  O.  Watts,  Esq.,  Re?.  George 
Ripley,  Re?.  £.  Peabody,  C.  K.  Dillaway,  Esq.,  Re?.  Dr. 
Francis. 

On  the  Anmversary  —  Rev.  Alexander  Young,  Re?. 
Charles  Briggs,  William  Brigham,  Esq.,  Hon.  Sidney 
Willard,  Rev.  Alonzo  Hill. 

Several  animated  and  interesting  addresses  were  made 
on  Western  Missions,  and  particularly  on  the  importance 
of  establishing  an  Agency  in  the  West.  After  which  the 
following  resolution,  proposed  by  Rev.  Dr.  Ware,  Jr.,  was 
adopted  unanimously. 

Resohed — That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council  a  per- 
manent Agent  of  the  Association  ought  to  be  placed  at 
the  West,  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit ;  and  that  the 
Executive  Committee  be  requested  to  give  their  attention 
to  an  early  provision  for  this  purpose. 

MINISTRY     TO     THE     FOOK. 

We  would  again  express  the  deep  interest  we  feel  in 
this  ministry.  We  regard  it  as  a  most  philonthropio  and 
truly  Christian  undertaking.  It  was  to  the  poor  that 
tlie  Gospel  was  first  preached.  The  poor,  says  the  Sa- 
viour,  we  have  always  with  us.  And  thus  to  instruct,  to 
comfort,  to  guide  and  bless  them,  is  not  only  regarded  as 
a  duty,  but  is  found  to  be  a  fruitful  source  of  satisfaction 
and  spiritual  improvement  to  all  who  engage  in  this 
work.  We  are  happy  to  state,  that  another  chapel  hao 
beeo  erected  the  past  year,  and  is  well  filled  with  atten- 
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live  worshippers;  and  that  the  labors  of  aU  who  are 
engaged  in  this  ministry  have  been  abundantly  blessed. 
But  as  this  ministry  is  not  now,  as  formerly,  connected 
with  the  Association,  we  have  referred  to  it  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  that 
pious  and  devoted  man,  who  was  the  first  missionary  of 
this  Association  to  the  poor  in  this  city  ;  and  who  may  be 
regarded  as  the  Father  of  that  institution,  which  has 
been  so  fruitful  in  blessings.  The  name  of  Tuckerman 
will  long  be  remembered  and  cherished  here,  and  identi- 
fied with  the  " ministry  to  the  poor"  The  Association 
has  met  with  a  loss,  too,  the  past  year,  in  the  death  of 
one  of  its  active  and  much  esteemed  Vice  Presidents,  the 
Hon.  William  Sullivan.  And  that  venerable  man,  who 
lor  many  years  presided  at  this  Anniversary,  and  whose 
presence  always  animated  us  in  our  Christian  efforts,  and 
gave  us  new  confidence  in  the  truth  and  triumph  of  those 
views  of  which  he  was  the  fearless,  yet  mild  defender ; — 
that  venerable  man,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bancroft,  whose  praisn 
is  in  all  the  churches,  has  been  called  from  his  labors  on 
earth  to  his  rest  and  reward  in  heaven — the  reward  of  a 
good  and  faithful  servant  of  Jesus  Christ. 

**  The  work  which  God  gave  him  to  do,  was  done ; 
His  weary  spirit  yearned  for  iU  repose  ; 
The  voice  of  death  was  music  to  his  ear — 
An  AngeVs  whisper,  which  but  called  him  home." 

**  Calmly  the  good  man  sank  to  his  repose  ; 
Thtore  were  few  clouds  around  his  setting  sun. 
And  they  were  kindled  by  the  golden  light 
His  sinking  orb  upon  its  pathway  threw."* 


*  From  **  Lines  suggested  by  the  death  of  Rev.  Dr.  Baocrolt" 
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Oar  prayer  to  God  is,  that  these  dispensations  of  his 
proTidence  may  teach  us  lessons  of  wisdom — that  instead 
of  the  fathers  may  come  up  the  children — and  that  we 
may  be  quickened  to  new  zeal  and  efforts  in  the  cause  of 
our  master.  Would  we  bear  the  moral  image  of  him 
who  **  went  about  doing  good,"  and  become  indeed  his 
followers,  we  must  imitate  his  bright  example.  By  sup- 
plying the  spiritual  wemis  of  men,  by  sending  the  bread 
of  life  to  those  who  are  ready  to  perish,  and  the  hopes  of 
the  Gospel  to  those  who  are  inveloped  in  the  darkness  of 
this  world,  we  perform  the  highest  kind  of  Christian 
benevolence.  And  while  we  thus  impart  to  others  the 
best  of  blessings,  we  bless  ourselves — our  own  souls,  and 
become  co-workers  with  Christ  and  God  in  the  salvation 
of  men.  He  who  lives  for  the  highest  good  of  his  fellow 
beings,  will  not  live  in  vain.  He  who  makes  sacrifices 
far  the  salvation  of  others,  will  himself  be  saved.  He 
will  have  substantial  satisfaction  in  life,  and  comfort  and 
sustaining  hope  in  death ;  and  receive  at  last  a  blessed 
welcome.  "  Come  ye  blessed  of  my  Father.  Inas- 
maeh  as  je  hav^done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these,  ye 
have  done  it  onto  me.  Enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy 
Lord." 


Hon.  Samuel  Hoab,  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents,  on 
taking  the  chair,  addressed  the  meeting,  and  awakened  a 
deep  interest ;  but  we  are  able  to  give  onl;  a  part  of  his 
address. 

yoL.  XXII. — NO.  \5B.  3 
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A  comparison  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Association 
with  those  of  other  portions  of  the  christian  church  in  oar 
own  and  other  countries,  in  this  and  other  ages,  snggesta 
some  pleasing  reflections.  Among  others,  is  the  charac* 
ter  of  the  tracts  which  have  been  published  and  circulated 
by  this  society.  ^ 

The  writers  of  these  tracts,  in  their  choice  of  topics 
and  in  their  manner  of  discussing  their  respective  subtil 
jects,  have  shown  that  they  have  indeed  learned  valuable 
lessons  of  him  whom  they  profess  to  regard  as  teacher 
and  master.  Tbe  subjects  which,  he  appears  to  have  re- 
garded as  essential  to  the  welfare  of  human  beings,  they 
have  selected  for  consideration,  and  have  faithfully  en- 
deavored to  spread  and  enforce  them  on  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  their  readers. 

The  reader  of  ecclesiastical  history  must  be  often  struck 
with  the  thought,  that  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the 
zeal  and  labor  of  the  professois  of  the  christian  religion 
have  been  bestowed  on  questions,  either  side  or  neither 
side  of  which  might  have  been  embraced  without  much 
influence  on  character.  Has  not  this  arisen  from  the  fact 
that  the  members  of  different  sects  have  consulted  for 
their  authority  the  scholars  rather  than  the  Master!  Had 
they  relied  sufficiently  on  the  head  of  the  school,  woul^ 
they  not  earlier  have  learned  cither  a  solution  of  the  ques- 
tions, or  that  the  questions  themselves  had  but  little  con- 
nection with  his  system  of  doctrines? 

Is  there  not,  even  now,  reason  to  believe  that  some  re- 
ligious instructors,  giving  to  laymen  credit  for  more  theo- 
logical learning  than  they  possess,  are  laboring  to  eluci- 
date subjects  somewhat  above  the  comprehension  of  the 
generality  of  their  hearers  and  readers  ?    If  this  be  trne, 
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wili  not  their  labors  prove  in  a  great  degree  aaeleMf 
Will  they  not  even  divert  public  attention  from  subjects 
of  greater  importance  to  those  which  deserve  comparar 
tivelj  but  little  regard  ! 

These  remarks  are  intended  merely  as  suggestions. 
The  inquiries  are  addressed  to  those  who  are  able  to  an« 
awer  tbero,  and  to  such  persons  the  decision  is  submitted. 

Rev.  R.  P.  Stebbins  moved  the  acceptance  of  the 
Report,  and  addressed  the  meeting. 

Mr.  President^  —  In  rising  to  move  the  acceptance  of 
the  Report  which  has  just  been  read,  I  would  gladly 
withhold  any  remarks  of  my  own.  I  f  the  impression  made 
upon  other  minds  corresponds  with  the  impression  made 
upon  my  own,  they  would  prefer  to  meditate  upon  what 
they  have  heard  instead  of  hearing  more.  Surely  we  all 
feel  that  fact  is  stronger  than  fiction,  that  bare  statistics 
may  be  more  moving  than  poetry,  that  simple  facts  are 
stirring  eloquence.  But  I  have  promised  to  say  some- 
thing upon  this  occasion  ;  and  I  will  endeavor  so  to  say 
it  as  not  to  break  in  upon  the  harmony  of  the  sentiments 
and  feelings  which  the  Report  has  awakened. 

We  are  informed  by  the  Report  that  we  need  more 
activity,  more  benevolence  exhibited  in  deeds,  to  supply 
the  demands  that  are  made  upon  us  as  a  christian  com« 
munity.  I  wish  in  what  I  may  say  to  awaken  ourselves 
lo  a  more  solemn  sense  of  our  obligations  and  privileges 
in  this  respect.  And  how  numerous  are  the  considera« 
tions  which  should  excite  us  to' more  activity  in  promoting 
religion  in  the  world,  by  sending  it  to  the  destitute.  In 
the  earliest  age  of  the  church  this  was  done.  Collections 
were  taken  up  in  their  churches  for  their  poorer  and  more 
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dailittite  brethren ;  and  Paul  was  not  unfrequencly  the 
agent  by  whom  tbeae  gifts  of  love  were  carried  to  the 
destitute.  Though  the  outward  condition  of  our  churches 
is  different,  still  many  of  the  principles  of  action  which 
prevailed  among  them  should  prevail  among  us  ;  and  pre- 
eminently should  a  charitable  spirit  prevail ;  that  spirit  of 
charity  which  acts  as  well  as  feels.  God  makes  use  of 
means  in  promoting  virtue  in  the  world.  He  has  raised 
up  Prophets  and  Apostles ;  he  has  committed  the  cause 
of  virtue  to  the  keeping  of  the  virtuous.  He  announced 
by  his  Son  those  everlasting  truths,  which  were  to  be  good 
news  to  all  nations,  on  the  plains  of  Judea,  eighteen 
hundred  years  ago.  They  have  been  carried  from  pro* 
Yince  to  province,  from  nation  to  nation,  by  devoted,  phil- 
anthrc^ic  men.  Headed  by  the  Apostles'  glorious  com- 
pany, a  host  which  no  man  can  number,  have  devoted 
themselves  to  the  defence  and  spread  of  Christianity.  It 
has  crossed  a  continent,  and  an  ocean.  It  has  breathed 
the  air  of  our  happy  shores.  But  it  has  not  yet  encircled 
the  world  with  its  benignant  light  Millions  of  our  fellow-  « 
creatures,  immortal  like  ourselves,  capable  of  joy  which 
cannot  be  conceived,  of  virtue  which  has  not  yet  been 
seen,  are  daily  now  doing  homage  to  blocks  which  their 
own  hands  have  carved-^ to  stones  which  their  own 
hands  have  hewn.  Unroll  the  map  of  the  world,  and  how 
small  a  portion  of  it  is  enlightened  and  warmed  by  the 
beams  of  the  sun  of  righteousness  I  With  your  finger  you 
can  cover  the  christian  portion  of  the  world.  How  then, 
1  would  ask,  is  the  blessed  light  which  shines  upon  us  to 
be  shed  upon  them?  Will  another  Savior  come?  Will 
■Dgel  companies  chant  their  anthems  of  deliverance  over 
the  islands  of  the  sea,  as  they  once  did  over  the  plains  of 
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Bethfebem  ?  No  soch  promise  is  made  ;  no  such  etent 
IB  to  be  expected.  The  commisstoa  is  to  preach  the 
gospel  to  every  creature.  And  how — kmo  can  they 
preach  except  they  be  sent  ? 

Truth  cannot  make  progress  of  itself.  The  Apostles 
did  not  (bid  their  hands  on  the  mount  of  ascension,  and 
wart  for  the  truth  to  go  forth  among  the  nations.  No, 
They  harnessed  themselves  for  the  great  conflict ;  with 
total  self-consecration  they  went  forth,  knowing  that  the 
truth  was  committed  to  their  charge,  and  that  its  progress 
depended  under  God  upon  their  faithfulness.  They  tra- 
Tersed  nation  and  kingdom  —  sea  and  land.  They  are 
an  example  for  us.  Not  that  every  one  can  leave  his 
family  and  home  and  go  forth  among  tlie  benighted  and 
destitute,  but  because  every  one  call  aid  some  one  who  is 
both  able  and  willing  to  go.  Because  we  can  do  this 
with  our  means,  which  we  cannot  do  with  our  lips  and 
hands.  It  is  not  the  duty  of  every  man  to  turn  preacher. 
Ail  have  not  the  qualifications,  or  the  taste  to  do  its  work. 
But  what  we  cannot  do  ourselves  we  can  do  by  another. 
Though  we  may  not  ourselves  be  able  to  enter  the  field 
which  is  all  white  ready  to  harvest,  we  may,  blessed  be 
God,  send  the  reapers  into  the  field,  who  shall  gather  a 
thousand  fold  into  the  garner  of  God. 

Again ;  I  say  that  we  should  be  excited  to  activity  in 
the  promotion  of  Christianity,  not  only  because  so  many 
are  destitute  of  its  influence  altogether,  but  because  many 
who  have  a  name  to  live  are  dead —  because  the  truth  ia 
held  in  unrighteousness.  The  progress  of  Christianity  m 
the  world  is  retarded  because  errors  have  been  attached 
lo  it  The  traditions  and  commandments  of  men  have 
made  efaristiaoity  what  the  traditions  of  the  elders  made 
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Judaism  —  a  dead  letter.  I  will  not,  on  this  occasion, 
make  a  comparison  between  our  views  of  christian  truth 
as  they  affect  my  mind  and  those  views  which,  by  way  of 
eminence,  have  been  styled,  by  those  who  receive  them, 
evangelical.  I  might  be  thought  invidious.  It  is  suf- 
ficient to  say  that  many,  very  many,  derive  that  comfort 
and  support  from  those  views  of  Christianity  which  we 
sustain,  which  they  have  sought  for  in  vain  in  other 
opinions ;  and  it  is  reward  enough  for  all  our  labor  to  cast 
the  burden  of  religious  despondency  from  one  mind— to 
send  the  light  of  hope  into  one  despairing  bosom  —  to 
cause  one  trembling  spirit  to  look  up  to  the  Father  with  a 
child's  confidence,  and  no  longer  blench  at  the  thunder 
of  his  voice.  I  bless  God  that  erroneous  views  are  better 
than  no  religion.  I  do  not  suppose  our  views  are  free 
from  all  error.  I  believe  that  perfect  truth  will  only  be 
understood  at  the  perfect  day.  Still  there  is  that  in  our 
opinions  which  warms,  excites,  and  purifies  many  hearts 
which  are  unmoved  by  the  presentation  of  truth  under  any 
other  form.  Let  us  then  be  aroused  to  send  to  them  this 
gospel  of  the  grace  of  God,  so  that  they  shall  be  turned 
from  sin  to  righteousness. 

Again ;  I  say  that  we  should  be  excited  to  more  activ* 
ity,  because  many  of  those  who  leave  our  churches,  the 
altars  of  God  in  the  midst  of  us,  find,  when  they  pass  the 
"  mountain  and  the  flood,"  and  make  their  home  in  the 
"  far  west,"  that  there  is  no  religious  sympathy,  no  reli. 
gious  charity  for  them.  They  are  forbidden  to  celebrate 
the  Savior's  love  by  partaking  of  the  sacred  symbols  of  his 
life  and  death.  Yes,  Mr.  President,  they  are  forbidden 
to  profess  that  religion  which  they  love,  to  obey  the 
dying  request  of  that  Savior  whom  they  would  follow,    1 
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would  not  speak  unkindly ;  I  would  not  speak  uncharita- 
bly of  such  as  do  these  things.  God  forbid.  But  I  must 
speak  the  truth.  Many,  nay  most  of  this  audience  are 
Dot  aware  of  the  trial  it  is  to  a  christian  spirit  to  be  for* 
bidden  to  partake  of  the  sacred  elements  of  the  Lord's 
table.  I  know  how  bitter  it  is.  I  know  how  it  pains  the 
soul.  And  when  I  think  of  our  friends  in  the  West  — 
scattered  as  sheep  having  no  shepherd,  denied  the  christ- 
ian ordinances,  I  feel  for  them.  I  would  give  them  my 
voice,  I  would  give  them  my  heart,  I  would  give  them 
my  purse,  if  I  had  oue  to  give. 

When  I  speak  thus,  Sir,  I  would  not  be  understood  as 
wishing  to  send  out  men  who  should  attempt  to  sever  par* 
isbes  and  stir  up  strife  in  the  churches.    No ;  far  from  it. 
And  if  any  who  do  go,- thus  proceed,  they  do  a  wrong  to 
their  brethren  here,  they  do  a  wrong  to  this  Association, 
they  do  a  wrong  to  the  cause  of  truth,  which  is  the  worst 
of  all.     I  wish  those  of  our  friends  in  that  region  to  be 
supplied  with  religious  instruction  which  shall  be  after 
their  own  heart.    I  wish  to  gather  together  the  little  bands 
who  have  gone  out  from  us,  and  aid  them  in  the  estab- 
lishment and  support  of  those  religious  institutions  which 
are  now  enjoyed  by  ourselves,  and  which  they  once  en- 
joyed  in  our  midst.     I  would  not  raise  my  voice  for  a 
moment  to  advocate  a  religious  opinion,  which  could  not 
be  done  without  casting    suspicion  upon  the   religious 
character  of  those  wlio  thought  difTcrently.     No ;  sooner 
part  with  faith  and  hope,  than  charity.   Give  to  the  winds 
til  opinions  which  cannot  he  sustained  without  denouno- 
ing  the  pure,  and  denying  the  privileges  of  the  church  to 
a  devoted  disciple  of  Jesus.     We  would  send  out  heralds 
wiifa  the  olive  branch  of  peace  and  unity  in  their  haadSj 
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and  not  the  two  edged  sword  of  strife  and  uncharitable- 
ness.  While  others  send  forth  those  to  preach  Jesus  who 
rend  his  seamless  yestment,  we  would  send  out  those  who 
shall  gather  up  the  rent  fragments,  and  unite  them  into 
one  beautiful  garment.  No  voice  of  denunciation  should 
be  heard  where  our  preachers  wander.  Repent  —  make 
straight  the  paths  of  the  Lord,  is  the  crj  which  comes  up  to 
us  from  the  wilderness,  where  those  labor  whom  our  bounty 
has  sent  forth  upon  their  errand  of  love.  We  would 
kindle  our  sacrifice  with  no  party  fire.  We  would  lay  it 
upon  the  altar,  and  let  the  fire  from  heaven  descend  and 
consume  it,  as  it  did  of  old,  where  God's  people  reared 
their  tabernacle  in  the  wilderness. 

Such  are  some  of  the  motives  to  action  which  are  obvi- 
ous to  every  mind.  And  shall  we  not  actT  Shall  we 
not  labor  in  this  cause.  There  is  that  scattereth  and  yet 
increaseth.  There  is  that  withholdeth  and  yet  cometh  to 
want.  It  is  pleasant  to  see  the  church  prosper  —  to  see 
Zion  enlarging  her  borders  —  to  see  Jerusalem  the  chief 
joy.  When  we  know  that  of  the  abundance  which  God 
has  given  us,  we  have  given  something  which  has  taught 
the  bigot,  charity  ;  the  self-righteous,  humility ;  the  sin- 
ful, virtue;  we  shall — we  must  rejoice.  I  hail  as  a 
brother  a  laborer  who  enters  the  field  of  benevolent  effort, 
though  he  may  not  cultivate  my  vine.  I  rejoice  to  see 
christians  engaged  in  the  promotion  of  Christianity,  as  if 
they  felt  it  to  be  worth  something  —  worth  the  life,  the 
labors,  and  death  of  heaven's  messenger.  I  rejoice  to  see 
-men  engaged,  in  christian  ways,  ki  promoting  their  own 
views  of  truth,  for  it  shows  that  they  feel  that  they  are 
worth  something,  and  are  good  for  something.  I  rejoic« 
,lhat  those  who  cannot  give  their  money,  give  their  timQ. 
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Yea,  1  rejoice  to  hear  those  who  have  not  the  means  of 
doing  more,  shout  as  they  see  the  ark  of  the  Lord  going 
forward,  as  did  in  olden  time  the  reapers  of  Israel.  Yes, 
Mr.  President,  I  rejoice,  and  will  rejoice,  at  almost  any 
kind  of  christian  activity.  Deliver  me  from  the  valley 
and  shadow  uf  death,  and  its  chills.  1  will  rejoice  with 
Paul  that  Jesus  is  preached,  even  though  it  be  through 
strife.  Better  sometimes  go  wrong  than  not  to  go  at  all. 
Better  sometimes  give  to  an  unworthy  object  than  to  aid 
through  fear  no  work  of  love  and  virtue.  O  who  would 
not  act  in  such  a  cause,  to  such  an  end  1  We  may  sit  in 
our  chairs  in  our  studies,  and  dream  forever  about  the 
power  of  truth,  and  the  omnipotence  of  virtue,  without 
avail.  We  must  act.  We  may  originate  beautiful  theo- 
ries, but  they  will  do  no  good  unless  proclaimed  among 
men.  Action,  —  this  is  to  do  the  work  of  virtue.  And 
this  work  will  be  done.  I  hear  a  stirring  in  the  valley  of 
dry  bones,  as  did  Ezekiel  when  he  prophesied  over  them. 
Let  OS  labor.  How,  unless  we  do  thus  labor,  can  we  ei- 
pect  to  commune  with  those  sainted  spirits  who  have  gone 
ap  from  their  labors  in  a  chariot  of  flame  ?  We  must 
labor,  we  will  labor.  And  henceforth  there  will  be  for 
Of,  and  those  whom  we  have  aided  •  to  virtue,  a  dwelling 
in  that  house  of  many  mansions  which  is  on  high. 

Mr.  Stebbins  was  followed  by  Rev.  Jason  Whitman. 

Mr,  Presideni^-^  When  we  look  back  to  the  origin  of 
this  Association,  and  mark  the  course  which  it  has  pur- 
sued from  that  time  until  the  present,  we  may  discover,  I 
tbiok,  the  leadings  of  Qod's  providence  conducting  us  oo 
oiir  way.  When  the  American  Unitarian  Association 
was  organisedi  it  was,  1  presume,  without  the  least  sas- 
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picion  on  the  part  of  any  who  assisted  in  its  organization, 
that  it  was  to  become,  in  truth  and  in  fact,  a  Missionary 
Society.  And  yet,  the  Report,  to  which  we  have  this 
evening  listened,  exhibits  it  to  us  in  this  peculiar  aspect 
It  is,  in  fact,  in  reality,  although  under  a  different  name, 
a  Missionary  Society  ;  —  so  regarded  by  those  who  con- 
tribute to  its  funds  ;  so  regarded  by  those  men  of  a  truly 
missionary  spirit,  who  ask  to  be  sent  forth  to  various  fields 
of  gospel  effort ;  so  regarded  by  those  feeble  or  destitute 
societies,  which  look  to  its  encouraging  assistance  to  fur- 
nish them  with  a  supply  of  the  bread  of  life.  It  is,  then, 
I  repeat,  in  reality,  a  Missionary  Society.  In  this  I  most 
heartily  and  sincerely  rejoice.  In  this  I  can  discover,  as 
I  think,  indications,  clear  and  distinct,  of  the  leadings  of 
Ck>d's  providence.  It  has  not  been,  by  any  fbimal  reso» 
lutions  or  votes,  that  we  have  at  any  time  distinctly  avow- 
ed ourselves  to  have  become  a  Missionary  Society.  It  has 
been  simply  by  following  what  seemed,  at  the  time,  to  be 
the  path  of  duty,  and  in  this  way  following  the  guidings  of 
God's  providence. 

In  regard  to  the  importance  of  missionary  effort,  I  join 
most  heartily  in  the  sentiments  of  the  Report,  and  in 
those  expressed  by  my  brother  who  preceded  me.  I  hare, 
on  forme>  occasions,  urged  upon  the  attention  of  this  As- 
sociation the  .importance  of  missionary  effort.  I  desire, 
at  this  time,  to  offer  a  few  remarks  upon  the  proper 
grounds  of  the  missionary^  spirit.  There  may  be  some- 
thing which  resembles  the  missionary  spirit,  springing 
from  sectarian  zeal.  The  individual  may  feel  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  spread  of  sectarian  peculiar  it  iesT,  and  in 
increasing  the  numbers  of  the  denomination  to  which  he 
may  belong.     He  may  answer  heartily  to  your  appeals, 
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when  based  on  this  ground ;  may  giTO  liberally  under  the 
influence  of  this  sectarian  feeling.  But  this  is  not  the 
true  missionary  spirit.  It  is  based  on  prejudices,  opinions 
and  feelings,  which  are  foreign  from  the  true  spirit  of  the 
gospel,  and  which  must  be  banished  from  the  heart,  ere 
there  can  be  experienced  the  purest  and  holiest  joys  of  a 
truly  christian  spirit.  Efforts  of  this  character,  then,  will 
prove  short-lived  in  their  duration,  or  will  require  to  be 
sustained  by  continued  exertions  from  without  to  fan  the 
flame  of  sectarian  zeal  into  a  glowing  blaze. 

It  may  be  the  case,  too,  that  men  will  give  for  mission- 
ary purposes  from  regard  to  custom,  or  in  deference  to 
the  opinions  of  those  they  ^greatly  respect.  They  wish  to 
do  as  much  as  others.  They  do  not  wish  to  be  consid- 
ered as  wanting  in  respect  for  religion.  But  this  is  not 
the  missionary  spirit.  Nor  can  missionary  efforts,  based 
opon  a  feeling  like  this,  be  long  sustained.  There  is  none 
of  that  christian  feeling,  from  which  the  true  missionary 
spirit  springs.  There  is  no  broad  base,  no  solid  founda- 
tion, on  which  this  liberal  giving  for  missionary  efibrts 
can  permanently  rest. 

No,  Mr.  President,  the  missionary  spirit,  in  its  true 
breathings,  in  its  permanent  duration,  must  be  based  up- 
on individual  and  personal  interest  in  spiritual  things. 
Tou  may  And  the  man  who  cares  more  for  his  dollars, 
than  for  the  pnrity,  elevation  and  spiritual  improvement 
ofhta  own  soul.  What. deep  and  abiding  interest  can 
yoa  expect  such  a  man  to  take  in  the  souls  of  others  t 
He  may,  as  I  said  before,  give  in  answer  to  sectarian 
appeals,  or  in  conformity  with  the  custom  of  those  he  re- 
spects. Bat  he  possesses  not  a  particle  of  the  pure  spirit 
of  aelf-cacrificing  benevcrfence,  which  pervaded  the  breasts 


36  FIFTEENTH  ANNUAL  BSFORT.  320 

« 

of  the  Savior  and  of  his  AposUes,  the  true  missionary 
spirit.     Let  this  man  be  once  awakened  to  a  true  view  of 
the  value  of  his  own  soul,  the  importance  of  his  own  spir- 
itual nature,  and  to  a  deep  personal  interest  in  his  own 
spiritual  improvement,  and  the  whole  world,  with  all  the 
business  of  the  world,  is  at  once  changed  to  his  eye.    Be- 
fore this  change,  he  went  to  his  place  of  business,  as  to 
the  place  where  he  was  to  get  gain  or  suffer  loss.     He 
now  goes  to  the  same  place  of  business.    But  how  altered, 
how  elevated  it  has  become !     It  is  no  longer  merely  the 
place  of  getting  gain  or  suffering  loss  of  a  pecuniary  char- 
acter.    It  is  now  the  place  for  the  soul's  conflicts  with 
temptation  and  performance  of  duty.     He  now  feels  that 
infinitely  more  depends  upon  the  manner  in  which  he 
performs  his  duties,  than  upon  the  pecuniary  gain  he  may 
secure, —  that  there  is  a  profit  and  loss,  not  merely  pecu- 
niary, but  spiritual.     And  then,  too,  such  a  one  looks 
upon  the  riches  which  he  may  possess  but  as  lent  him  of 
God,  or  entrusted  to  him  as  to  a  steward,  intended  to  be- 
come instrumental,  if  rightly  employed,  of  exercising  and 
strengthening  his  own  best  affections,  instrumental  of  de- 
veloping and  improving  his  own  spiritual  nature.     He 
feels  that,  by  giving  for  the  promotion  of  good,  for  the 
advancement  of  pure  religion,  he  exercises,  and  thereby 
strengthens,  his  own  attachment  and  devotion  to  the  cause 
of  purity  and  holiness.    Still  further,  such  a  one  looks 
upon  every  fellow-man,  not  merely  in  the  relation  which 
may  exist  between  them  in  an  ordinary  and  wordly,  or 
merely  business  and  social  point  of  view.    He  regards 
every  man  as  a  brother,  as  belonging  to  the  same  spiritual 
family  with  himself  as  connected  to  himself  by  ties  more 
tender  and  more  enduring  than  any  which  are  confined 
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to  earth.  He  estimates  his  fellow-men  not  by  their  e]e?a- 
tion  or  improvement  in  intellect,  or  refinement  merely. 
He  regards  every  one  as  a  spiritaal  being,  as  possessing 
a  spiritual  nature,  capable,  through  the  pow^r  of  gospel 
truth  and  the  influences  of  God's  spirit,  of  angelic  holi- 
ness and  purity.  The  great  desire  will  be  to  bring  the 
gospel  into  contact  with  men's  minds  and  hearts.  This 
he  wiU  regard  as  the  great,  the  divinely  prepared  and 
appointed  means  of  individual  regeneration  or  of  social 
reform.  To  promote  this  object,  to  hasten  the  spread  of 
christian  truth,  he  will  be  ready  to  give  of  his  abnndance 
or  of  his  competence,  yea,  even  of  his  want. 

You  will  perceive,  Mr.  President,  that  the  heart  of  such 
a  one,  as  I  have  supposed,  is  prepared  to  answer  warmly 
to  any  appeal  which  may  be  made  in  behalf  of  missionary 
effort.  There  is  already  laid  there  a  broad  basis,  a  solid 
(bundation,  on  which  all  missionary  efforts  may  rest. 
There  is  the  true  christian  spirit,  which  naturally  mani- 
fests itself  in  the  true  miuionary  spirit.  While,  therefore, 
1  would  urge  the  importance  of  missionary  efforts,  and 
would  rejoice  in  occasions  like  the  present,  as  instrumental 
In  deepening  and  strengthening  our  missionary  spirit,  I 
would  add  that  each  one  of  us  may,  in  our  respective 
spheres,  be  instrumental  of  increasing  among  us  the  mis- 
sionary spirit,  just  so  far  as  we  are  instrumental  in  awaken- 
ing those  around  us  to  a  deep  personal  interest  in  spiritual* 
things.  Every  discourse  which  we  may  preach  to  our 
people  upon  repentance^  upon  christian  obligations  and 
christian  duties,  becomes,  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  a 
true  missionary  discourse.  Every  word  which,  as  a  friend, 
you  may  whisper  in  the  ear  of  your  beloved  associate,, 
opoo  the  importance  of  personal  religion,  of  indiv idaal 
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adf-consecration  to  the  service  of  God,  is  a  true  mission- 
arj  appeal. 

We  wish,  Mr.  President,  to  see  our  denomination  be<- 
ooming  more  and  more  imbued  with  the  true  missionary 
spirit.  But  this  spirit  cannot  exist  alone  in  a  heart  unin* 
habited  by  other  christian  graces.  It  cannot  thrive,  and 
flourish,  and  bring  forth  fruits,  unless  the  soil  of  the  heart 
be  fertilized  by  christian  influences.  The  more  then  we 
labor  to  promote  among  ourselves  deep,  individual  and 
personal  interest  in  spiritual  things,  the  more  we  strive  to 
become  ourselves,  and  to  persuade  others,  to  become  the 
true  and  devoted  followers  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  the  more 
efiectually  shall  we  labor  for  the  missionary  cause.  Each 
individual  who  becomes  himself  a  devoted  follower  of  the 
Lord  Jcsus,Vill  feel  rising  within  him  the  true  missionary 
spirit  —  will  be  prompted  to  aid  and  assist,  according  to 
his  means,  in  missionary  efibrts.  And  then  the  more  he 
acts  out  the  promptings  of  his  christian  impulses,  the 
jnore  he  gives  to  missionary  eflbrts  or  prays  for  their  suc- 
cess, the  more  will  his  personal  interest  in  spiritual  things 
increase.  Let  us,  then,  Mr.  President,  ever  bear  it  in 
mind,  that  the  Christian  character  is  an  harmonious  whole, 
where  the  various  parts  are  most  closely  united,  most  in- 
tricately  blended  together,  and  that  we  cannot  expect  the 
missionary  spirit  to  flourish  and  exhibit  its  purest  and 
holiest  manifestations,  unless  there  be  personal  interest 
in,  and  individual  devotion  to,  the  service  of  God,  accord- 
ing to  the  gospel  of  his 'son.  Let  us  remember,  too,  that 
where  there  is  this  personal  interest  and  individual  de- 
vdion,  the  surest  way  of  deepening  and  strengthening 
them  is  to  engage  earnestly  in  the  active  exercise  of 
christian  benevolence-^ in   labors  and  efibrts   for  the 
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advancement  of  the  Redeemer's  cause  in  the  world. 
And  as  it  is  with  individuals,  so  it  is  with  religions  com- 
munities. Deep  personal  interest  in  religion,  and  active 
zeal  in  the  missionary  cause,  must  go  hand  in  hand. 
The  former  will  give  rise  to  the  latter.  The  latter  will 
deepen  and  strengthen  the  former.  While,  therefore,  we 
labor  and  pray  for  a  deeper  interest  among  us  in  mission- 
ary efforts,  let  us  unite  with  this,  equally  earnest  labors 
and  equally  fervent  prayers  for  an  increase,  and  wide  ex- 
tension  among  us  of  deep  personal  interest  in  religious 
things,  of  en  tire,  and  unreserved  self-consecration  to  the 
flervice  of  God  in  the  gospel  of  his  Son. 

Rev.  Frederick  A.  Farley  then  addressed  the  meet- 
ing. 

He  said  that  but  the  day  before  he  had  very  little 
expectation  of  being  able  to  be  present,  much  less  of 
being  able  to  address  the  meeting.  He  was  now  utterly 
unprepared  with  any  set  speech,  having  but  just  led  ^a 
sick  bed  ;  but  the  gentleman  who  had  preceded  him  had 
offered  a  prescription  before  closing,  which  he  was  inclin- 
ed to  try ;  namely,  to  increase  his  strength  by  exercise. 
He  was  sorry  to  say,  that  while  he  heartily  responded  to 
all  that  had  been  this  evening  uttered,  he  could  not  re- 
frain from  giving  vent  to  a  complaint  which  he  would 
gladly  stifle.  Where  are  we  assembled  1  On  what  oc- 
casion ?  For  what  purpose  ?  He  could  not  help  asking 
these  questions  when  he  glanced  his  eye  over  the  audi- 
ence, and  called  to  mind  the  audiences  on  this  occasion 
for  the  last  few  years.  Though  the  present  was  better 
than  thoae  in  point  of  numbers,  yet  he  must  think  it 
strange  that  it  was  no  greater.     Here  we  are,  Sir,  in  one 
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of  the  oldest  of  our  churches — in  the  city  which  is  the 
centre  and  fountain  head  of  our  views  of  christian  truth  — 
on  the  anniversary  of  that  Association  which  is  the  great 
instrument  for  giving  the  greater  impulse  and  the  wider 
dijQTusion  to  those  views  throughout  the  land  ;  and  though 
there  be  fourteen  congregations  of  our  faith  within  the 
city,  and  this  one  of  the  smallest  of  their  places  of  wor- 
ship,  we  had  not  for  years  filled  it  ?  How  was  this  —  and 
what  the  impression  which  it  must  make  upon  the  minds 
of  our  friends  and  brethren  from  a  distance?  It  was  not 
80  once.  He  would  not  pretend  that  he  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  American  Unitarian  Association,  but  he 
was  familiar  with  its  origin  and  history,  and  present  at  its 
first  organization  and  its  successive  anniversaries.  He 
could  well  remember  the  enthusiasm  which  then  mani- 
fested itself;  when  not  the  pews  and  galleries  only,  but 
the  aisles,  the  very  pulpit  stairs,  the  window  seats,  tops 
of  the  pews  and  lobbies,  were  all  crowded  with  a  dense 
multitude,  and  many  came  that  could  not  enter.  Then 
laymen  participated  in  full  proportion  in  the  addresses, 
and  the  audience  lingered  to  a  late  hour,  unwilling  to  d^ 
part.  If  it  be  said  that  it  was  novelty  which  attracted 
them,  he  begged  to  remind  those  who  heard  him  that  the 
truths  of  pure  Christianity  could  lose  no  vj^lue  nor  interest 
with  the  hearts  of  true  and  earnest  disciples,  however  old 
they  might  be  ;  while  certainly  every  year  was  bringing 
up  new  aspects  of  society,  new  objects  of  regard,  suggest- 
ing new  measures  and  offering  new  means,  upon  which 
these  truths  should  be  made  to  bear,  and  by  which  to,  be 
helped  on  in  their  great  triumphs.  And  he  could  not  but 
feel  that  if  a  right  and  fervent  spirit  pervaded  our  religioitf 
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body,  it  would  burst  forth  and  shew  itself  in  the  miUti- 
tndes  who  would  come  together  on  this  anniversary. 

Hence,  and  from  more  extended  obser? ation,  the  com- 
plaint he  would  utter.  He  was,  for  one,  weary  with  the 
tone  of  eulogy  which  we  were  condemned  to  hear  on  these 
occasions,  in  which  the  condition  and  prospects  of  true 
religion,  as  we  understand  it,  were  pictured  forth.  He 
waq  glad  to  hear  the  warm  and  earnest  tone  of  the  brother 
who  had  preceded  him,  to  every  word  of  whose  remarks 
Jie  entirely  assented.  But  while  he  had  urged  so  well  the 
demands  upon  us  for  interest  and  activity  in  the  cause  of 
home  missions,  Mr.  F.  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
audience  to  two,  as  he  honestly  believed,  to  two  striking 
deficiencies  in  onr  religious  body  :  the  want  of  a  warm- 
hearted, generous  sympathy  among  the  members  of  our 
congregations,  and  of  a  prevalent,  deep  and  fervent  piety. 
He  feared — he  would  speak  as  cautiously  as  the  de- 
mands of  truth  required — hefecaredy  and  he  must  be  per- 
mitted to  express  the  fear,  that  with  the  great  body  of 
Christians  belonging  to  the  various  denominations  called 
orthodox,  we  must,  as  a  religious  body,  suffer  in  the  com- 
parison as  to  both  points ;  he  believed  that  in  both,  they 
excelled  us.  And  no  apprehension  that  there  might  be 
those  listening  to  him,  who,  not  uniting  with  us  or  be- 
longing to  us,  might  bo  disposed  to  make  an  unworthy 
use  of  this  concession,  could  weigh  with  him  to  withhold 
it  If  he  were  mistaken,  nobody  would  be  more  glad  to 
be  ondeceived  than  himself. 

Mr.  F.  then  took  up  each  of  these  points,  and  enforced 
the  necessity  of  both  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  great 
tnnds  for  which,  as  a  body  of  Christiana,  we  should  all 
strive.    The  members  of  our  parishes  shoald  know  each 
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othef  bMUr,  love  each  other  more,  co-operate  more  hear- 
tily as  bands  Of  brethren.  It  were  a  matter  of  deep  re- 
piroach,  (hdt  worshipping  together  for  years  as  they  did, 
there' should  be  so  many  instances  of  entire  ignorancle  of 
tme  another;  so  that  he  had  known  of  a  case  of  a 
family,  who,  having  changed  their  place  of  residence, 
had  been  more  than  a  year  attached  to  one  of  our  par- 
iihes,  and  regular  attendants  on  public  worship,  without 
becoming  acquainted  with  but  a  single  other  family  of  the 
congregation.  Our  brethren  of  other  denominations  un- 
4^rstand  this  matter  better,  both  as  a  thing  of  expediency 
and  of  duty,  —  in  its  bearings  upon  the  growth  and  sta- 
bility of  a  parish,  and  its  connection  with  the  true  rela- 
tions of  ChHstians  to  each  other  and  to  the  church. 
Much  of  the  want  now  complained  of,  might  probably  be 
traced  to  the  dread  of  sectarianism  amongst  us,  of  acting 
and  moving  as  a  sect ;  but  he  was  sure  there  was  no  need 
of  having  the  vices  of  sectarism,  though  from  the  very 
necessity  of  the  case  we  found  ourselves  banded  together, 
the  better  by  concert  and  cooperation  to  aid  the  progress 
of  religious  truth  and  religious  freedom.  Then,  we  are 
deficient,  as  a  religious  body,  in  that  deep,  living,  ever- 
operative,  fervent  piety,  which  is  the  very  life  and  basis 
of  all  high  Christian  excellence.  He  was  not  blind  to  the 
high  moral  standard,  which  even  oiir  theological  oppo- 
nents admitted,  had  attained  among  us  ;  nor  to  the  fact 
that  useful  institutions  of  learning  or  charity  met  a  large 
and  liberal  support  among  us ;  nor,  even,  to  the  eminent 
examples  of  a  true  piety  which  our  ranks  had  furnished. 
But  he  confessed  that  he  could  not  regard  the  last  as  a 
characteristic  of  our  religious  body  ;  and  he  must  plead 
guilty  to  what  is  so  oflen  charged  upon  us,  namely,  that 
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we  are  a  eoM  sect  \  I  take,  said  he,  great  ahame  to  my* 
self  that  such  is  the  caae.  For  I  see  nothing  in  oar  Tiewa 
to  authorize  or  jostifj  it ;  hut,  on  the  contrary,  ererything 
in  oor  viewa  of  God,  and  Jesus,  and  immortality,  of  life, 
and  of  the  soul,  U>  inspire  and  sustain  the  meet  ardent 
and  hearty  piety.  Could  I  think  otherwise,  — -  could  I 
believe  that  the  views  of  those  who*  call  themselves  ortho- 
dox, were  better  adapted  to  promote  the  growth  of  this, 
the  very  foundation  and  pith  of  all  true  Christian  char- 
acter, I  would  join  them,  ^  despite  of  the  errors  inter- 
mingled with  them,  for  the  sake  of  such  life-giving  truths ! 
Mr.  F.  closed  with  an  appeal  to  those  who  heard  him, 
and  valued  oor  views  as  the  pure,  primitive  Christianity, 
to  do  what  they  could  to  excite  and  manifest  in  their  own 
hearts  and  lives,  and  thus  in  those  of  others,  a  stronger 
and  warmer  religions  and  Christian  sympathy,  and  a  more 
ardent,  vigorous  and  heartfelt  piety.  It  is  all  in  vain  to 
boast  of  our  wealth,  our  intelligence,  our  honesty,  our 
freedom,  or  even  our  benevolence,  when  these  things, 
and  such  as  these,  are  in  so  great  degree  wanting.  The 
world  is  looking  on  ;  and  we  must,  if  we  would  have  any 
true  growth,  or  do  the  cause  of  truth  and  righteousness 
the  best  service,  and  draw  men  to  believe  and  act  with 
us,  show  beyond  all  cavil  or  denial,  that  our  faith  is  in- 
deed  fraught  with  celestial  power  to  quicken  and  to  save ; 
and  that  while  it  saves  us  from  all  mere  passionate  ex- 
travagance, it  encourages  and. keeps  alive  the  most  gen- 
erous sympathy  and  the  most  thorough  and  devoted  piety. 

Professor  Ware,  Jr.  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  neces- 
sity of  placing  larger  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  Associ- 
ation, and  announced  the  gratifying  intelligence  that  one 
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man,  of  a  liberal  spirit,  who  saw  and  felt  the  troth  on.  this 
whole  subject  as  a  Christian  should,  had  nobly  acted  op 
to  his  sense  of  obligation  by  devoting  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars to  the  cause  of  domestic  missions  ;  the  interest  to  be 
expended  annually  under  the  direction  of  a  board  of  true* 
tees  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

The  meeting  was  then  addressed  by  Re?.  Mr.  Lin- 
coln. But  we  have  not  been  able  to  procure  his  remarks 
for  publication. 


Afler  the  Addresses,  the  Report  was  accepted,  and  the 
meeting  was  closed  by  siqging  the  "  Dismission  Hymn." 
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CONSTITUTION 


or  THS 


AMERICAN  UNITARIAN  ASSOCIATION. 


1.  The  name  of  this  Association  shall  be  Thb  Amer* 
ICAN  Unitarian  Association. 

2.  The  object  of  this  Association  shall  be  to  diffuse 
the  knowledge  and  promote  the  interests  of  pure  Chris- 
tianity throughout  our  country. 

3.  Unitarian  Christians  throughout  the  United  States 
shall  be  invited  to  unite  and  co-operate  with  this  Asso- 
ciation. 

4.  An  annual  subscription  of  one  dollar  shall  consti-' 
tote  a  person  a  member  so  long  as  such  subscription  shall 
be  paid  ;  and  a  subscription  of  thirty  dollars  shall  consti- 
tute a  person  a  member  for  life. 

5.  The  officers  shall  be  a  President,  fiAeen  Vice 
Presidents,  vK  General  Secretary,  who  shall  have  the  care 
of  all  the  business  and  interests  of  the  Association  under 
the  control  of  the  Executive  Committee,  an  Assistant 
Secretary  who,  in  case  of  the  absence  or  sickness  of  the 
General  Secretary,  shall  perform  such  duties  of  a  Re- 
cording and  Corresponding  Secretary  as  may  require  im- 
mediate attention ;  a  Treasurer  and  three  Directors. 

6.  The  Directors,  Secretaries,  and  Treasurer  shall 
constitute  the  Executive  Committee,  who  shall  meet  once 
in  each  month,  and  shall  have  the  direction  of  the  funds 
and  operations  of  the  Association. 
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7.  An  annual  meetinsf  shall  be  held  at  such  time  and 
place  as  the  Executive  Committee  shall  deem  advisable, 
of  which  due  notice  shall  be  given,  and  at  which  officers 
shall  be  chosen,  reports  be  made,  and  any  other  business 
be  transacted,  which  may  come  before  the  Association. 

8.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  power  to  fill 
any  vacancies  which  may  occur  among  the  officers  be- 
tween an/  two  annual  meetings. 

9.  Any  amendments  of  this  Constitution  shall  be  pro- 
posed at  one  annual  meeting,  and  may  be  accepted  at  the 
next  anniversary,  if  two  thirds  of  the  members  present  be 
in  favor  of  such  amendments. 

10.  There  shall  also  be  a  Council  of  the  Association 
consisting  of  not,]  less  than  twenty-five,  nor  more  than 

—     »  members,   to  be  nominated  by  the  presiding 

officer,  and  chosen  by  a  hand  vote  at  the  annual  meeting, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be,  whenever  It  is  necessary,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Executive  Committee,  to  consider  and 
determine  what  further  measures  may  be  taken  to  increase 
the  usefulness  of  the  Association,  by  what  means  they 
may  be  carried  into  execution,  and  in  what  manner  funds 
can  be  provided  for  the  purpose.  The  Council  shall  bold 
a  stated  annual  meeting  on  the  Thursday  succeeding  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Association,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 
The  Executive  Committee  shall  call  special  meetings 
whenever  thej  shall  deem  necessary,  or  at  the  request  of 
any  five  members  of  the  Council ;  and  twelve  members 
shall  constitute  a  quorum.  The  powers  of  the  Executive 
Committee  with  regard  to  all  matters  not  acted  upon  by 
the  Council  are  to  remain  the  same  as  heretofore. 
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Vote  passed  by  the  Ezecutire  Committee.  September 
523,  1826,  as  amended  March  30, 1830. 

Resolved,  That  every  member  of  the  Association  be 
entitled  to  one  copy  of  every  tract  of  the  first  and  second 
series,  published  byHhe  Association  during  the  year  for 
which  his  subscription  is  entered. 

Vote  of  the  Executive  Committee,  passed  January  4, 
1826. 

Voted,  That  no  society  be  recognised  as  auxiliary  to 
this  Association,  the  terms  of  subscription  to  which  are 
less  than  those  required  in  the  Constitution  of  this  Asso- 
ciation. 

Vote  passed  by  the  Executive  Committee,  June  20, 
1833. 

Voted,  That  the  4th  article  of  the  Constitution  be  so 
construed,  that  any  one  who  shall  pay  thirty  dollars  for 
the  Genera]  Agency  of  the  American  Unitarian  Associa- 
tion, either  at  once,  or  by  annual  instalments  within  five 
years,  shall  be  considered  a  life  member. 


CLERGYMEN   MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE. 

The  following  Clergymen  have  been  made  members 
for  life  of  the  American  Unitarian  Association,  by  the 
donation  of  thirty  dollars  or  more,  principally  from  ladies 
of  their  respective  societies. 

Abbot,  Abiel.  •Andrews,  William. 

Alden,  Setb.  •Bancroft,  Aaron,  D.  D. 

Alger,  Horatio.  Barrett,  Samuel. 

Allen,  Joseph.  Bartlett,  John. 

*  Dead. 
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Bftrry,  William. 
Bascom,  Ezekiel  L. 
Bates,  Reuben. 
Bellows,  Henry  W. 
Bigelow,  Andrew. 
Brazcr,  John,  D.  D. 
Briggs,  Charles. 
Brooks,  Charles. 
Brooks,  Charles  T. 
Buckingham,  Edgar. 
Channing,  Wm.  £.,  D.  D. 
Clark,  Amos. 
Clarke,  Samuel. 
Cole,  Jonathan. 
Colmau,  Henry. 
Cunningham,  Francis 
Damon,  David. 
Dewey,  Orville,  D.  D. 
Doggelt,  Theophilus  P. 
Edes,  Henry,  D.  D. 
Edes,  Henry  F. 
Edes,  Edward  H. 
Emmons,  Henry. 
Farley,  Frederick  A. 
Field,  Joi^eph. 
•Flint,  Jacob. 
Flint,  James,  D.  D. 
Fox,  Thomas  B. 
Frothingham,  William. 
Frost,  Barzillai. 
Furness,  William  H. 
Gage,  Nathaniel. 
Gannett,  Ezra  S. 
Gannett,  Thomas  B. 
Gray,  Frederick  T. 
Greenwood,  F.  W.  P. 
Hall,  Edward  B. 
Hall,  Nathaniel. 
Hamilton,  Luther. 


Hill,  Alonzo. 
Holland,  F.  W. 
Hosmer,  George  W. 
Howe,  Moses. 
Ingersoll,  George  G. 
Johnson,  Rufus  A. 
Kendall,  James,  D.  D. 
Lamson,  A  Ivan,  D.  D. 
Lincoln,  Calvin. 
•Little,  Robert. 
Livermore,  A.  A. 
Loring,  Bailey. 
Lothrop,  Samuel  K. 
May,  Samuel,  Jr. 
Miles,  Henry  A. 
Moore,  Josiah. 
Motte,  Melish  I. 
Muzzey,  Artemas'  B. 
Newell,  William. 
Nichols,  (chabod,  D.  D 
Noyes,  George  R. 
Osgood,  Peter. 
Osgood,  Samuel. 
Palfrey,  John  G.,  D.  D. 
•Parker,  Nathan,  D.  D. 
Parker,  Theodore, 
Park  man,  Francis,  D.  D. 
Peabody,  Wm.  B.  O. 
Pierpont,  John. 
Phipps,  H.  G. 
Putnam,  George. 
Ripley,  Ezra,  D.  D. 
Ripley,  George. 
Ripley,  Samuel. 
Richardson,  Joseph. 
Robbins,  Samuel  D. 
Robbins,  Chandler. 
Robinson,  Charles. 
Rogers,  T.  F. 
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Sanger,  Ralph. 
Sewall,  Charles  C. 
Sewall,  Edmund  Q. 
Simmons,  George  F. 
Stebbins,  dufus  P. 
Stetson,  Caleb. 
Storer,  John  P.  B. 
Sullivan,  Thomas  R. 
Sweet,  John  D. 
Thayer,  Christopher  T. 
•Thayer,  Nathaniel.  D.  D. 
Thomson,  James  W. 


Thomson,  James. 
Waite,  Josiah  K. 
Walker,  James,  D.  D. 
Ware,  Henry,  Jr.,  D.  D. 
Ware,  William. 
Wellington,  Charles. 
Wells.  George  W. 
•Whitman,  Bernard. 
Whitman,  Nathaniel. 
Williams,  George  A. 
Young,  Alexander. 


OTHER  MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE. 


Abbot,  Samuel. 
Abbott,  Mitfs  Abigail. 
Adams,  Benjamin  T. 
Adams,  James,  Jr., 
Adams,  Philip. 
Alger,.  Cyrus. 
Alger^  Francis. 
Ames,  Seth. 
Ames,  David  W. 
Ames,  Mrs.  David. 
Andrews,  Ebenezer  T. 
Aspinwally  Samuel. 
Atberton,  Charles  H. 
Appieton,  Nathan. 
Appleton,  Charles  T. 
Ball.  S.  S. 

Bancroft,  Mrs.  B.  D. 
Bangs,  Josiah. 
Barrett,  Nathaniel  A. 
Barker,  Joseph  A. 
Baker,  Henry  F. 
Bigelow,  Alonson. 
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Bigelow,  John. 
*Bird,  John  H. 
Bixby,  Miss  Keziah. 
Blanchard,  Hezekiah. 
Blake,  Mrs.  Sarah. 
Bliss,  Theodore. 
Bond,  George. 
Bond,  George  W. 
•Bowditch,  Nathaniel. 
Bowles,  Samuel. 
•Bradlee,  Joseph  P. 
Bracket,  Samuel  £. 
Brooks,  Peter  C. 
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tian  Path.     By  Henry  Ware,  Jr.  D.  D.  3 

No.  196.  The  Sunday  School.  A  discourse  pro* 
nounced  before  the  Sunday  School  Society. 
By  Wilhara  £.  Channing,  D.^D.       .        .      4 

No.  127.  What  is  Truth?  By  Andrew  Pea- 
body.  3 

Na  128.  A  Young  Man's  Account  of  his  Conver- 
sion from  Calvinism.  A  Statement  of 
Facts.  6 

No.  129.  True  Grounds  of  Christian  Unity.      By 

George  Putnam 5 

No.  130.  A  Rational  Faith  competent  to  the  Wants 

of  Man. .4 

No.  131.  The  Thirteenth  Report  of  the  American 
Unitarian  Association,  with  the  Proceed- 
ings  of  the  Annual  Meeting,  May  29, 
1638.      .        ,  .        .        .6 

Vol..  XII. 

No.  132.  The  Duty  of  Promoting  Christianity  by 

the  Cirpulation  of  Books.  By  H.  Ware,  Jr.    4 

No.  133.  The  Future  Life.     By  William  E.  Chaa-> 

ning,  O.  D.  .....        4 

No.  134.  Repentance  the.  Ground  of  Forgiv^ess. 

By  Joseph  Hutton,  LL.  D.  .        .        4 

No.  136.  The  Worship  of  the  Father,  &  Service  of 
Gratitude  and  Joy.  By  William  E.  Chan* 
ning,  D.  D. 5 

No.  136b  Reason  and  Revelation.     By  A.  A.  Liv*  • 

ermore,      • 3 

TOL.  zin.  —  NO.  155.  6 
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No.  137.  Fidelity  io  Duty,  not  accuracy  ia  Belief^  - 
our  Test  of    the    Christian    Character. 
By  Andrew  P.  Peabody,       ...         3 

No.  133.  The  Unitarian    Reform.       By  James  F. 

Clarke,         ......         3 

No.  139.  Truths  joined  by  God  not  to  be  Sundered 

by  Man.     By  Samuel  Osgood,       .         .         3 

No.  HO.  On  the  Atonement.     By  Edward  B.  Hall,       3 

No.  141.  Unitarianism  Vindicated  against  the 
Charge  of  Skeptical  Tendencies.  By 
James  Walker,  .         .  •       .  ^ 

No.  142.  Remarks  on  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  and 
on  Belief  and  Unbelief.  By  Orville 
Dewey, 4 

No.  143.  The  Fourteenth  Report  of  the  American 
Unitarian  Association,  with  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Annual  Meeting,  May  29, 1839,     6 

Vol.  XIH. 

No.  144.  On  Mystery,  Reason  and  Faith.     By  Re?. 

E.  Peabody, 3 

No.  145.  Who  was  Jesus  Christ  ?     By  Rev.  George 

F.  Simmons,        .....         5 

No.  146.  Jesus  Christ  the  Chief  Corner  Stone.     By 

Rev.  G.  R.  Noyes.  D.  D.       ,         .         •         3 

No.  147.  How  to  Spend  a  Day.     By  Henry  Ware, 

Jr.,  LI.  U,     ..*••.«) 

No.  148.  Life  and  Character  of  the  Rev.    Aaron 

Bancrofl,  D.  D.     By  Rev.  Alonzo  Hill,         4 

No.  149.  Atonement.     By  Rev.  Ezra  S.  Gannett,  4 

No.  160.  Thoughts  for  the  New  Year  on  the  Duty 

of  improvement.    By  Henry  Ware,  D.  D.       3 

No.  151.  The  Moral  Power  of  Christ's  Character. 

By  Rev;  E.  Peabody,  ...         4 

No.  158.  Cliri^ian  Views  of  Human  Suffering.     By        ^ 
WUliam  E.  Channing,  D.  D.         .  4 


847  FIFTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT.  63 

No.  153.  Watch  and  Pray.     By  Rev.  Robert  C. 

Waterston,  .         .         .        .  3 

No.  154.  Practical  Goodness,  the  True  Religicm. 

By  Rev.  F.  H.  Hedge,  ...        3 

No.  155.  The  Fifleenth  Report  of  the  American 
Unitarian  Association,  with  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Annual  Meeting,  May  26, 1840.     6 


SECOND    SERIES  — 18mo. 

No.  1.  Objections  to  Unitarian  Christianity  Consid- 
ered.    By  William  £.  Channing.  .       2 

No.  2.   A  Serious   and   Friendly  Address  to    the 

Anxious  Inquirer.  ....       2 

No.  3.  One  God  and  One  Mediator.        ...      2 

No.  4.  The  Apostles'  Creed,  as  contained  in  their 

Public  Discourses.  ....       1 

No.  5.  Two  Objections  to  the  right  and  duty  of  Free 
Inquiry  and  Private  Judgment  answered. 
By  Jonathan  Mayhew 1 

No.  6.  Suggestions   respecting  the    Formation   of 

Auxiliaries  to  the  A.  U.  A.  .         . '     2 

No.  7.  Funeral  Consolations.     By  Thomas  Emlyn.        3 

No.  8.  A  Pastoral  Letter  by  a  Unitarian  Minister.  2 

No.  9.  Ejaculatory  Prayer,  Daily  Use  of  Scripture. 

By  Joseph  Tuckerman.  .      -  .         .      % 

No.  10.  On  Revivals.     By  Jonathan  Farr.  2 

No.  11.  Twenty  Questions  to  Trinitarians,  with  An- 
swers from  Scripture.    By  James  Kay.      .      2 

No.  12.  A  Funeral    Address.      By   Rev.    Samuel 

Ripley.  1 
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«c 


A. 

Atonement,"  by  Rev.  Ezra 
8.  Gaxmett,  145.  Christ  has 
taught  U0  that  repentance  is 
available  td  forgiveness,  and  he 
persuades  us  to  prove  its  effica- 
cy ;  but  its  efficacy  does  not  re- 
sult from  any  sacrifice  or  suf- 
fering by  which  he  made  it 
available.  1.  The  imputation 
of  such  an  efficacy  is  irration' 
al,\n  the  first  place,  because  it 
is  needless.  II.  It  is  an  un- 
scriptural  tenet  III.  It  re- 
mains for  me  to  show,  that  the 
prevadent  view  of  the  atone- 
ment is  pernicious  ;  by  which 
I  mean  that  it  is  suited  to  in- 
jure the  moral  and  religious 
character  of  those  by  whom  it 
is  embraced.  —  In  the  first 
place,  hy  unsettling  and  con-- 
jvsing  our  notions  of  the  Di- 
vine government  it  weakens 
the  authority  of  thai  govern- 
ment over  our  minds,  and 
hearts,  and  lives.  —  'Again, 
the  common  language  respect- 
ing the  atonement  tends  to 
confound  our  notions  of  mo- 
rality, —  I  proceed  to  a  third 
effect  of  this  doctrine,  which,  I 
apprehend,  is  frequently  wit- 
nessed. It  changes  the  relative 
position  which  Christ  and  God 
should  hold  in  human  regard, 
exalting  the  Savior  avM  de- 
pressing the  Father,  —  And, 
finally,  the  injurious  effect  of  • 
the  current  doctrine  of  atone- 
ment is  seen  in  removing  the 


reliance  qf  the  Christian  from 
thefnerey  of  God,  its  only  sefe 
resting-plaeCy  to  the  merits  or 
mediation  of  Christ. 
Auxiliary  Associations  formed 
from  May,  18S9  to  May,  1840, 
295. 


B. 


Bancroft,  Rev.  Dr.  His  life  and 
character,  113.    Reference  to 

«  him  in  the  Annual  Report,  24. 

Burlington,  Iowa  Territory,  pros- 
pect of  a  society  there,  802. 

Barrett,  Rev.  Samuel,  account  of 
his  mission  to  the  West,  302. 


C. 


*<  Christian  views  of  human  suf- 
fering." By  William  E  Chan- 
nmg.D.  D.,  221. 

Chauncy,Rev.  Dr.,  116. 

Councillors  of  the  American  Uni- 
tarian Association,  290. 

Chicago,  III.,  account  of  the  soci- 
ety there,  300. 

D. 

Destitute  societies,  298. 

£. 

Ellington,  David,  "  How  to  spend 
a  day."  89. 

F. 

Faith,  Reason   and  Mystery,  1. 
Farley,  Rev.  Frederick  A.,  his 
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addren  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  Aaron  Bancroft,  D.  D.*'    By 

323.  Rev.  Alonzo  Hill,  118. 

Fifty  thousand  doHars  lor  domes-  Life  members  of  the  American 

tic  missions,  327.  Unitarian  Association,  295. 


G. 


Gannett,  Rev.  Ezra  S  ,  his  Tract 
on  the  Atonement,  145. 

Geneva,  111.,  the  condition  of  the 
society  there,  302. 

H. 

"  How  to  spend  a  day."  By 
Henry  Ware,  Jr.,  D.  D.,  89. 

Hill,  Rev.  Alonzo,  his  Tract,  113. 

Hosmer,  Rev.  Mr.,  his  mission 
to  Illinois,  302. 

Hoar,  Hon.  Samuel,  hin  remarks 
at  the  Annual  Meeting,  809. 


J. 


**  Jesus  Christ,  the  chief  corner- 
stone." By  G.  R  Noyes, 
D.  D.,  73.  I.  The  ground  of 
our  confidence  in  Jesus  Christ 
as  the  corner-stone  of  the 
Christian  Church,  is,  that  it  is 
laid  by  God  himself.  II.  He 
is  the  chief  corner-stone,  on 
which  to  build  our  practice. 
111.  Jesus  Christ  is  the  chief 
corner-stone,  because  he  is  the 
only  sure  foundation,  under 
God,  of  the  hope  of  pardon  for 
past  sins  i  V.  Jesus  Christ  is 
the  chief  corner-stone  of  all 
hopes  of  spiritual  aid  to  the  sin- 
ner in  his  endeavors  to  return 
to  virtue.  V.  Jesus  is  the 
chief  comer-stone  of  our  hopes 
of  a  future  life. 

Jackson,  La.,  account  of  Mr.  Sim- 
mons's  preaching  there,  802. 


L. 


M. 

Mayhew,  Rev.  Dr.,  116. 

*'  Mystery,  Reason  and  Faith.*' 

By  Rev.  E.  Peabody,  1. 
Missionary  operations,  299. 
Madison,  Indiana,  account  of  our 

preachers  there,  302. 
Ministry  to  the  Poor,  307. 

N. 

Number  of  our  churches,  304. 

0. 

Officers  of  the  American  Unita- 
rian Association,  1840 — 1841, 
290. 


P. 


'*  Practical  goodness  the  true  re- 
ligion. By  Rev.  F.  H  Hedge, 
269. 

Proceedings  of  the  Council  of  the 
American  Unitarian  Associa- 
tion, 806. 


Q. 


Quincy,  III.,  account  of  the  soci- 
ety there,  300. 

R. 

Revivals  of  religion,  269. 

Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the 
American  Unitarian  Associa- 
tion from  May  28tii  1839,  to 
May  26th,  1840, 287. 


S. 


*  Life  and  character  of  the  Rev.    Simmons,  Rev.  Mr.,  account  of 
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hifl  preaching  in  Alabama  and 
Louisiana,  302. 

Sullivan,  Hon.  William,  refer- 
ence to  him  in  the  Annual  Re- 
port, 308. 

Stehbins,  Rev.  R.  P.,  his  address 
at  the  Annual  Meeting,  811. 


T. 


"  The  moral  power  of  Christ's 
character."  By  Rev.  E.  Pea- 
body,  193.  Ist.  in  the  char- 
acter of  Christ,  the  charac- 
ter of  God  is  revealed.  2d. 
The  character  of  Christ  is  the 
best  interpreter  of  Christian- 
ity. 8d.  In  Christ's  character 
we  have  a  perfect  standard  of 
excellence. 

Tracts  of  the  American  Unitarian 
Association  for  1839—1840, 
837. 

Tuckerman,  Rev.  Dr  ,  reference 
to  him  in  the  Annual  Report, 
806. 

**  Thoughts  for  the  new  year  on 
the  duty  of  improvement"" 
By  Henry  Ware,  Jr.,  D.  D., 
177.  I.  First  of  all,  there  is 
force  in  the  general  remark, 
that  improvement  is  the  uni- 
versal law  of  God,  II.  Our 
capacity  of  progress,  is  itself  a 


reason  for  striving  after  perpet- 
ual improvement.  III.  The 
degree  of  happiness  and  glory 
to  which  the  soul  shall  be  aa- 
mitted  at  death,  must  depend 
on  the  progress  which  it  has 
made  on  earth.  IV.  And  con- 
sider, in  the  fourth  place,  that 
ij  one  do  not  thus  improve,  he 
is  certain  to  grow  worse.  V. 
For  consider,  once  more,  whcU 
it  is  to  be  prepared  and  safe ; 
what  it  is  to  have  done  the 
work  assigned  us  on  earth. 

U. 

Unitarian  Association.  Fifteenth 
Annual  Report,  285. 

W. 

«*  Who  was  Jesus  Christ  ? "  By 
Rev.  Geo,  F.  Simmons,  17. 

«  Watch  and  Pray."  By  Rev.  R. 
C.  Waterston,  253. 

Western  agency.  Annual  Re- 
port, 201. 

Whitman,  Rev.  Jason,  his  address 
at  the  Annual  Meeting,  317. 

Ware,  Prof.  Henry,  Jr..  his  re- 
marks at  the  Annual  Meeting, 
327. 
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SIXTEENTH    ANNIVERSARY. 


The  American  Unitarian  Association  celebrated  its 
sixteenth  anniversary  on  Tuesday  evening,  May  25, 1841. 
The  members  met  for  the  transaction  of  business  at  half 
past  six  o'clock  in  the  Berry  Street  Vestry^  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Nichols,  President,  in  the  chair. 

The  records  of  the  last  annual  meeting  were  read  by 
the  General  Secretary. 

The  Treasurer's  Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expendi- 
tures was  then  presented  and  accepted. 


Statkmbnt  of  Receipts  and  Expensitures  of  the 

Ambbican  Unitarian  Association,  from 

Mat  26, 1840,  to  Mait  25,  1841. 

RECEIPTS. 

fiftlaace  In  the  Treasury,  May  %>  1840,  per  wa* 

count  rendered, (884  87 

From  ApxiUary  Sociedefl  and  Subecriptions,      .    2837  94 
«•     Life  MemberB»  .424  00 

••     DonatioDfl  from  Societies  and  Individuals,       182  88 
•«     Sale  of  Tracts,  .280  88 

-     8iitecriben  Id  fbe  General  Agency,  6  00 


4  SIXTEBHTH  AlfNUAL  BEFOfiT.  334 


• 


From  Individaali  to  aid  in  building  Churches  in 

the  West, 410  00 

"         **  to  aid  in  building  a  Church  at 

Hillsboro',  III 60  00 

**         *«  in  aid  of  Unitarian  Missions  in 

the  West, 80  00 

"         *'  to  aid  in  building  a  Church  at 

Burlington,  Iowa  Territory,  20  00 

*'         "  for  a  set  of  Communion  Ware 

for  Unitarian  Society  atQuincy,  111.        80  00 
*  *     American  Unita.  Association  Fund,  amount 
transferred  being  part  of  the  Interest 
of  the  Permanent  Fund,    . 


EXPENDITURES. 

For  Printing  and  Binding  Tracts,  and  Paper, 

<*   Incidental  Expenses,  ... 

"   Salary  of  the  General  Agent  for  one  year,    . 

"  Traveling  Expenses  of  the  General  Agent, 

*'  Rent  of  Office  one  year,  to  July  1, 1840, 

"   Aid  in  building  a  Church  at  Quincy,  HI. 

*'  Aid  of  first  Congregational  Society  in  itills- 
boro'.  111.  .  .  .  . 

"  Aid  of  Unitarian  Society  in  Quincy,  111. 

"  A  set  of  Communion  Ware  for  Unitarian  So- 
ciety at  Quincy,  111. 

*<  Aid  of  Unitarian  Society  in  Chelsea, 

*<  Aid  of  Unitarian  Society  in  Topsham,  Me.   . 

*«  Aid  of  Rev.  Mr.  Whitman's  Society  in  Port- 
land, Me.  .  .  .  . 

"  Aid  of  Unitarian  Society  in  Saco,  Me. 

'<  Aid  of  Unitarian  Society  in  Calais,  Me. 
Aid  of  Unitarian  Society  in  Augusta,  Me.    • 


<c 


1 

600  00 

issa  Iff 

$5715  02 

WD  VO 

9006 

1800  00 

100  00 

200  00 

800  00 

800  00 

50  00 

80  00 

100  00 

100  00 

60  00 

76  00 

100  00 

100  00 

Jtiationary  Services  in  JVeto  Yorkf  JVetP  Jersey^  Pnui.,  Mit*  . 
«0itrt,  4»i4  Imoa  Thritory, 

Rer.  Mr.  Hosmer,     .  .10 

«   A.  B.  Muzzey,  .  .10 


SIZXSBMTH  ANirirAL  REPORT;. 


Key.  F.  A.  Whitney, 

.      45 

*'    Mr.  Emmons, 

.      90 

«•    Edward  Stone, 

.    310 

"    Mr.  Farley, 

.      20 

•*    Mp.  Eliot. 

.      20 

«*   J.  P.  B.  Storer, 

25 

^  580  00 
Missionary  services  of  Rev.  Mr.  Osgood,  at  Man- 
chester, N.  H.        .           .           •  10  00 

Missionary  services  of  Rev.  Mr.  Huntoon,  at  do.  SO  00 

4962  04 

Balance,  $752  98 

HENRY    RICE,  Treasurer. 


Boston,  May  25, 1841. 


<( 


The  IblJowing  sums  have  been  appropriated  by  the  Executive 
.Committee,  but  not  yet  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  viz. 

For  Unitarian  Society  at  Chelsea,      .  .50 

Mansfield,  .  .      50 

50 
50 
75 
100 
100 
50 


l< 

<• 

•« 

Brooklyn,  Conn. 

•« 

t$ 

c« 

Saco,  Me.  . 

«« 

« 

M 

Topsham,  Me. 

« 

« 

(C 

Hiilsboro',  111. 

<« 

<. 

(C 

Portland,  Me. 

«f 

i( 

« 

Gloucester, 

$525  00 


BosTox,  June  15,  1841.     The  subscribers  have  ex- 
amined the  above  account,  and  find  it  correctly  cast  and 

properly  vouched. 

Thomas  Tarbeli.,  )  ^^-^^j, 
Jonathan  Howe,    J 


The  foliowiog  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  then 
chosen. 
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OFFICERS 

OF  THK 

AMERICAN   UNITARIAN    ASSOCIATION. 

1841  —  42, 


PRESIDENT. 

Rer.  IcHABOD  Nichols,  D.  D.,  Me. 

VICE      PRESIDENTS. 

Hon.  Joseph  Ltman,  Mass. 
'*     Jonathan  Phillips,  Mass. 
**     Charles  H.  Athcrton,  N.  II. 
"     Stephen  Longfellow,  Me. 
Henry  Wheaton,  Esq.  N.  Y. 
James  Taylor,  Esq.  Pean. 
Henry  Payson,  Esq.  Md. 
Hon.  William  Cranch,  D.  C. 
Martin  L.  Hurlpurt,  Esq.  Penn. 
Hon.  Samuel  S.  Wilde,  Mass. 

"     Samuel  Hoar,  Mass. 
Hon.  Richard  Sullivan,  Mass. 
Hon.  Lemuel  H.  Arnold,  R.  I. 
Benjamin  Bakewell,  Esq.  Penn. 
H.  J.  HuiDEROPER,  Esq.  Penn. 


EXECUTIVE      committee. 

Rev.  Artemas  B.  Muzzey,    ^ 
"    George  £.  Ellis.  >  Directors, 

*'    Nathaniel  Hall,         J  ♦ 

Rev.  Charles  Briggs,  General  Secretary, 
**    Samuel  K.  Lothrop,  Assistant  Secretary, 

Hrnrt  Rice,  Esq.,  Jhreasurer, 


SIXTBBVTTB  MJXmAL  HEPOBT* 


Agreeably  to  the  10th  Article  of  >the  Gonstitation,  the 
following  gentlemen  were  then  chosen  CouNCiixose  of 
the  American  Unitarian  Association. 


i 


Francis  Alger,  Esq. 
William  T.  Andrews,  Esq. 
Isaiah  Bangs,  Esq. 
N.  A.  Barrett,  Esq. 
William  Brighara,  Esq. 
George  Bond,  Esq. 
E.  Cobb,  Esq. 
C.  K.  Dill  away,  Esq. 
Hon.  S.  Fairbanks, 
Rev.  F.  A.  Farley, 
Albert  Fearing,  Esq. 
Dr.  J.  F.  Flagg, 
C.  Francis,  D.  D. 
Rer.  Ezra  S.  Gannett, 
Rev.  F.  W.  P.  Greenwood, 
S.  Greele,  Esq. 
Rer.  James  D.  Green, 
Rev.  E.  B.  fiall. 
Rev.  Alonzo  Hill, 
James  Kendall,  D.  D. 
John  Lamson,  Esq. 
Peter  Mackintosh,  Esq. 
Samuel  May,  Esq. 
Rev.  Henry  A.  Miles, 
John  Owen,  Esq. 


Francis  Parkman,  D.  D. 
Rev.  Ephraim  Peabody, 
Hon.  Jonathan  Phillips, 
Hon.  Stephen  C.  Phillips, 
Rev.  J.  Pierpont, 
John  Prentiss,  Esq. 
L.  G.  Pray,  Esq. 
Wm.  Pomroy,  Esq. 
Rev.  George  Putnam, 
Rev.  C.  Robbins, 
John  G.  Rogers,  Esq. 
Henry  B.  Rogers,  Esq. 
Benjamin  Seaver,  Esq. 
W.  R.  Sumner,  Esq. 
Rev.  C.  Stetson, 
Hon.  R.  Sullivan, 
Robert  G.  Shaw,  Esq; 
Rev.  Moses  G.  Thomas, 
Rev.  J.  W.  Thompson, 
Alden  Bradford,  Esq. 
James  Walker,  D.  D. 
Henry  Ware,  Jr.,  D.  D. 
Rev.  Jason  Whitman, 
Hon.  Sidney  Willard, 
Rev.  A.  Young. 
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Rer.  Mr.  Barrett  having  declined  a  re-election,  the 
following  vote,  presented  by  Rer.  Mr.  Hall,  of  Profidenee, 

was  passed : 

Voted,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Association  be  returned 
to  the  Rev.  Samuel  Barrett,  for  his  long,  faithful,  and 
zealous  services  as  a  member  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 


At  half  past  seven  o'clock  the  Association  proceeded 
to  the  Federal  Street  Church  to  attend  the  public  exer- 
cises of  the  occasion.  Prayers  were  offered  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Francis,  of  Watertown.  After  which  the  Report  of  the 
Executive  Committee  was  read  by  the  General  Secretary. 


SIXTEENTH    ANNUAL    REPORT 

OF    THS 

EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE. 


By  the  blessing  of  Providence  we  are  again  permitted 
to  assemble  on  this  annual  occasion.  We  have  come 
together  from  different  parts  of  the  country  as  Christian^ 
friends  and  brethren.  Professing  a  common  faith,  and 
animated  by  the  same  hopes,  we  have  come  to  mingle  out 
sympathies,  to  strengthen  each  other's  hands,  and  encour- 
age each  other's  hearts  in  the  cause  of  truth  and  holi- 
ness. 


f 
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This  is  the  Sixteenth  AnniTersary  of  our  Association. 
And  in  reviewing  the  period  that  has  elapsed  since  its  es- 
tablishment —  the  opposition  it  had  early  to  encounter  — 
its  first  comparatively  feeble  efforts  —  and  its  subsequent 
prosperity  and  constantTy  increasing  usefulness,  we  find 
mach  to  strengthen  our  faith  in  its  objects,  and  to  excite 
us  to  renewed  exertions  in  the  work  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged. We  see  new  fields  of  usefulness  opening  from 
year  to  year ;  learn  more  of  the  condition  of  the  churches*. 
and  feel  more  and  more  the  importance  of  missionary, 
efforts  —  of  promoting  the  spread  of  the  Gospel — of 
Bending  abroad  to  our  less  favored  brethren  in  various 
parts  of  the  country,  those  truths  which  we  so  highly 
prize  —  which  are  the  light  and  the  joy  of  our  souls. 

The  course  pursued  by  the  Executive  Committee  the 
past  year  is  similar  to  that  of  the  two  or  three  preceding 
years.  Their  great  object  has  been  to  learn  the  religious 
wants  of  the  denominalion,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  to  sup* 
ply  them.  The  General  Secretary  has,  accordingly,  car- 
ried on  an  extensive  correspondence.  He  has  delivered 
addresses  and  formed  associations ;  has  attended  to  the 
Tract  department,  and  to  the  financial  concerns  of  the 
Association ;  and  has  devoted  a  portion  of  his  time  to 
traveling  and  missionary  labors. 

TRACT      DEFARTBfENT. 

We  have  been  desirous  of  diffusing  abroad  a  spirit  of 
Christian  forbearance  and  toleration — a  disposition  among 
Christians  to  allow  to  others  the  privileges  they  claim  for 
themselves. 
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We  have  aimed  to  promote  religious  progress  —  pro- 
gress in  divine  truth,  in  rightly  understanding  the  pages 
of  revelation ;  and  progress  in  the  Christian  life  —  in 
spirituality,  in  love  to  God,  and  love  to  man.  And  in  the 
selection  of  our  Tracts  we  have  kept  these  objects  in 
view. 

We  have  published  monthly  between  5  and  6000  Tracts. 
They  are  on  the  following  subjects  : 

*'  The  Doctrine  of  the  Cross,"  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Thomp- 
son.  "  The  one  Thing  Needful,"  by  Rev.  Thomas  B.  Fox. 
"  The  Scripture  Doctrine  of  Regeneration,"  by  Rev.  C. 
W,  Upham.  "  The  Power  of  Unitarian  Christianity  to 
Produce  an  Enlightened  and  Fervent  Piety,"  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Channing.  *^  An  Individual  Faith,"  by  Rev.  George  £. 
Ellis.  "  How  to  Spend  Holy  Time,"  by  Rev.  Dr.  Ware, 
Jr.  "  On  the  New  Birth,"  by  Rev.  Frederick  T.  Gray. 
"  On  Prayer,"  by  Rev.  John  H.  Morrison.  **  Reasons 
offered  for  his  Opinions,"  &c.  by  Samuel  Eddy,  LL.  D. 
•*  Man  born  Upright,"  by  Rev.  A.  B.  Muzzey.  **  Units- 
rianism  Defined  and  Defended,"  from  the  Liverpool  Con- 
troversy. These,  together  with  the  Annual  Report,  con- 
stitute the  14th  Volume  of  our  Tracts. 

There  h;is  been  an  increasing  demand  for  our  publica- 
tions. And  during  the  past  year  they  have  beei^  very 
extensively  circulated.  Applications  have  been  made  for 
them  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States.  And  we  have, 
by  request,  sent  them  to  Canada,  to  England,  to  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  and  the  Society  Islands. 

By  our  correspondents  we  learn  that  they  have  been 
gladly  and  gratefully  received,  and  have  done  much 
good. 
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book'    and      PAMPHLET      SOCIETY. 

The  Book  and  Pamphlet  Society  has  always,  in  a  great 
measure,  supplied  its  depository  with  selections  of  our 
Tracts,  and  has  acted  in  concert  with  the  Association. 
And  we  are  happy  to  state  that,  hy  the  recent  efforts  of 
its  devoted  President,  and  others,  it  has  been  revived,  and 
promises  to  be  extensively  useful. 


AUXILIABY      ASSOCIATIONS. 

It  has  been  an  important  object  with  the  Committee  to 
multiply  and  give  efficiency  to  Auxiliary  Associations. 
The  Secretary,  has,  therefore,  devoted  much  of  his  time 
to  delivering  addresses,  reviving  and  forming  such  Asso- 
ciations. In  several  of  the  Auxiliaries  a  new  interest  has 
been  awakened.  And  they  have  afforded  substantial  aid 
to  the  Parent  Association.  Among  the  largest  are  those 
in  Mr.  Ellis's  society  in  Charlestown,  Mr.  Miles's  in 
Lowell,  Mr.  Gannett's  in  Boston,  Mr.  Putnam's  in  Kox- 
bnry,  Mr.  Hall's  in  Dorchester,  Mr.  Thayer's  in  Beverly, 
and  Messrs.  Hall  and  Farley's  in  Providence,  R.  I.  Many 
more  might  be  named,  which,  if  not  as  large  as  these, 
have,  according  to  their  means,  been  as  efficient  and 
useful. 

The  number  formed  and  reorganized  the  past  year  is 
twenty-five. 

These  Associations  exert  a  good  influence  upon  the 
religious  societies  in  which  they  are  established.  We  re- 
gard them  as  a  means  of  promoting  Christian  knowledge 
and  improving  the  Christian  character,  as  well  as  a  source 
of  encouragement  and  strength  in  our  missionary  efforts. 
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And  we  are  desirous  of  seeing  them  increased^  and  es- 
tablished in  all  our  societies. 

LIFE      MEMBERS. 

The  number  added  to  the  list  of  life  members  the  past 
year,  is  eighteen,  making  in  all,  three  hundred  and  sev* 
enty-four. 

They  are  the  following :  Rev.  J.  M.  Merrick,  Walpole. 
Francis  Appleton,  Esq.,  Dublin,  N.  H.  George  Wbitte- 
more,  Esq.,  Boston,  Richards  Child,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mrs 
Mary  Jemegan,  Edgarton,  Rev.  Addison  Brown,  Brattle* 
boro',  Vt.,  Dr.  Zadock  Howe,  Billerica,  Rev.  J.  Crosby, 
Charlestown,  N.  H.,  John  R.  Maniey,  Esq.,  Boston,  Miss 
Mary  Maniey,  Boston,  Rev.  A.  C.  L.  Arnold,  Fall  River, 
George  Frost,  Esq.,  Durham,  N.  H.,  Miss  Charlotte 
Jones,  Enfield,  Miss  Polly  Willard,  Lowell,  Rev.  F.  H. 
Hedge,  Bangor,  Me.,  Rev.'  O.  C.  Everett,  Northfield, 
Rev.  Warren  Burton,  and  Rev.  George  £.  Ellis,  Charles- 
town. 

Besides  these  there  are  a  number  who  are  making 
themselves  life  members  by  paying  the  sum  required  for 
membership  in  five  annual  installments  of  six  dollars. 

DESTITUTE      SOCIETIES. 

We  have  made  ourselves  acquainted  with  the  condition 
of  the  destitute  societies  of  the  denomination.  '  And  we 
have  deeply  sympathized  with  them.  The  members  of 
these  societies  feel  sensibly  the  importance  of  rdigiom 
institutions,  and  are  willing  to  make  almost  any  sacrificeB 
to  sustain  them.    But  so  limited  are  their  means,  that 
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they  are  compelled,  thoagh  commonly  with  great  relac* 
tance,  to  soIi<;it  aid.  They  call  on  us  for  assistance.  The 
appeal  is  loud.  And  we  do  not  hesitate  to  lay  their  claims 
before  our  more  favored  societies ;  believing  that  they  will 
be  heard.  And  we  will  repeat  what  we  have  before  stated, 
that  it  is  the  €kUy,  the  bounden  duty,  of  the  denomina- 
tion to  sustain  such  societies;  at  least  those  (and  it  is  our 
rule  to  aid  only  such)  which  require  but  temporary  assist* 
ance  to  become  strong  and  self-sustaining*societies. 

The  number  of  societies  which  have  been  aided  the 
past  year  by  the  Association,  is  sixteen. 

Of  these,  ten  were  in  New  England,  three  in  the  state 
of  New  York,  and  three  in  the  Western  States. 

MISSIONARY      OPERATIONS. 

The  Committee  are  more  and  more  convinced  of  the 
importance  of  missionary  operations.  We  see  many  of 
our  faith  so  situated  that  they  cannot  worship  God  in  ac- 
cordance with  their  views  and  feelings  —  many,  especially 
in  the  more  distant  parts  of  the  country,  who  can  seldom 
bear  the  voice  of  the  preacher,  and  are  in  a  measure  cut 
off  from  Christian  influences.  Our  sympathies  are  called 
forth ;  and  we  rejoice  to  supply  their  wants,  —  to  send 
out  the  missionary  to  "  the  waste  places  of  Zion  "  *—  to 
carry,  as  it  were,  the  bread  of  life  to  those  whose  souk 
are  suffering  for  want  of  spiritual  food*  The  num- 
ber of  preachers  employed  by  us  the  past  year,  is  ten. 
They  were  good  and  faithful  missionaries.  And  their 
labors  have  been  blessed.  They  have  formed  societiei, 
established  churches,  sabbath  schools,  and  Bible  classes ; 
and  done  much  to  instruct  the  ignorant  and  reform  the 
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ricious  among  the  poor.  In  many  places  they  haye 
awakened  a  new  and  deep  interest  in  religion^  and  hare 
strengthened  and  comforted  our  distant  brethren. 

There  is  much  that  is  encouraging  in  the  condition  and 
presets  of  our  new  societies  at  the  West  Chorches 
have  recently  been  bnilt  at  Chicago^  Quincy  and  Hills- 
boro\  Illinois.  And  if,  in  addition  to  funds  already  raised, 
some. farther  aid  can  be  procured  from  New  England, 
others  in  that  part  of  tlie  country,  will  be  erected  during 
the  coming  year.  The  Committee  would  express  their 
thanks  to  the  benevolent  individuals  who  have  aided  in 
the  establishment  of  religious  institutions  in  the  Western 
States.  And  they  trust  that  Providence  will  raise  up 
new  friends  and  benefactors  to  this  philanthropic  and 
truly  Christian  work. 

Besides  those  which  have  sprung  up  during  the  year 
in  various  parts  of  the  country,  new  societies  have  recent- 
ly been  formed  in  Rockford,  111.,  Rahway,  N.  J.,  Vernon, 
N.  Y.,  Frankfort,  Me.,  Manchester,  N.  H.,  CabotviUe, 
Mass.,  and  Boston. 

As  the  friends  of  uncorrupted  Christianity,  we  have 
aimed  to  diffuse  abroad,  by  our  publications  and  our  mis- 
sionaries, correct  views  of  religion ;  and  thus  to  meet  the 
wants  of  many  in  every  part  of  the  country  who  are  dis- 
satisfied with  the  popular  faith,  and  will  never  receive  it ; 
and  who  must  have  a  pure  and  rational  religion,  or  ere 
long  they  will  have  no  religion. 

As  the  advocates  of  religious  freedom,  we  have  been 
disposed  to  allow  to  others  the  privileges  we  claim  for 
ourselves.  But  we  feel  that  on  this  subject  we  have  yet 
much  to  do  —  that  some  of  the  great  princi|>les  of  PrcH 
testantism  —  ''The  sufficiency  of  the  Scriptures^''  for 
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msUnce,  and  **  the  right  of  priyate  jadgment "  — •  should 
be  better  nnderstood  and  more  sacredly  regarded ;  so 
that  we,  and  all  Christians,  can  enjoy  equal  rights  and 
pririleges. 

Other  denominations  have  in  some  instances  manifested 
towards  us  a  more  tolerant  and  kindly  spirit  than  former* 
ly.  But  our  religious  rights  are  yet  invaded.  Whoever 
has  looked  at  all  upon  the  religious  movements  of  the 
past  year,  will  see  abundant  proofs  of  this  in  what  has 
come  from,  the  pulpit  and  the  press ;  -—  in  the  excommu-> 
nications  of  our  brethren  from  the  churches  of  Christ,  of 
which  th^y  were  exemplary  members,  and  in  united  efforts 
among  the  clergy  to  exclude  individuals  of  our  faith  from 
a  participation  with  others  in  philanthropic  objects,  even 
in  the  circulation  of  the  holy  scriptures. 

Let  it  not,  then,  be  said  that  our  system  of  faith  has 
done  its  great  work.  No.  Far  from  it  It  has  not  done 
its  work  here,  or  any  where.  It  has  much  yet  to  do  for 
the  truth— the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus—- for  that  Christian 
love,  without  which  faith  and  hope  are  vain,  and  that 
l^ious  liberty  wherewith  Christ  hath  made  us  free. 

The  Committee  are  happy  to  state  that,  as  a  denomina- 
tion, we  have  great  reason  at  this  time  to  congratulate 
ourselves  on  our  prosperous  condition. 

If  it  be  said  that  we  have  trials  among  us,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  same  is  true  of  all  other  denomina* 
tions.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  we  have  fewer  than 
others,  exciting  those  on  account  of  our  faith ;  and  in 
them  we  gtary,  and  wiU  glory. 

If  it  be  said  that  some  of  our  faith  have  joined  other 
societies,  h  must  be  considered  that  the  number  of  such 
is  oomparativdy  very  few ;  — -  so  few  that  they  scarcdf 
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deserve  to  be  named  —  and  that  althoagh  they  hare 
changed  their  churches,  they  have  not  essentially  changed 
their  faith.  No.  Where  one  has  changed  his  faith  and 
gone  out  from  us,  ten  at  least  have  embraced  our  views 
and  espoused  our  cause,  as  the  cause  of  God.  We  have 
from  our  correspondence  seen  proofs  of  this  in  every  part 
of  the  country.  And  besides  the  many  laymen  who  have 
embraced  our  faith,  several  Trinitarian  clergymen  of  great 
worth  and  respectability  might  be  named.  Of  whom 
three,  educated  in  a  neighboring  Theological  Institution, 
^  have,  from  a  careful  and  prayerful  examination  of  the 
Scriptures,  become  Unitarians,  and  during  th^  past  year 
|iave  been  settled  over  important  societies  in  this  state. 

Our  responsibility  as  a  denomination  is  greater  than  we 
have  words  to  express.  We  have  much  to  do  in  the 
cause  of  Christ,  and  for  the  advancement  of  his  king- 
dom—  the  kingdom  of  truth  and  righteousness.  We 
are  the  guardians  of  God's  holy  truth.  And  it  is  oar 
duty  to  make  it  more  known ;  •**  to  send  it  abroad  to 
those  who  are  in  comparative  darkness,  and  need  its  light 
and  its  guidance.  The  command  of  our  Savior,  **  to 
preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature,"  was  by  no  means 
confined  to  his  immediate  followers.  It  addresses  itsdf 
to  Christians  in  every  age  of  the  church.  It  teaches  as 
a  most  important  duty.  And  we  are  under  strong  obliga- 
tions to  make  efforts  for  the  spread  of  the  Gospel  and  the 
salvation  of  men. 

The  more  the  Committee  have  known  of  the  spiritual 
wants  of  the  country,  the  more  deeply  have  they  felt  the 
importance  of  supplying  them.  There  is  a  call  which 
comes  to  us  from  almost  every  part  of  the  land,  like  that 
in  Apostolic  times,  '*  Come  over  to  Macedonia  and  help 
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119."  This  call  is  lood  and  monitory.  It  comes  from  the 
depths  of  the  hnman  soul,  and  is,  as  it  were,  the  spirit  of 
God,  speaking  to  us.  Its  language  is,  "  Freely  ye  hare 
jreceired,  freely  give."  Help  us  to  build  up  the  cause  of 
Christ,  and  uphold  the  ark  of  God.  Send  us  your  pub- 
lications and  your  missionaries,  ere  the  thick  darkness  of 
irreligion  and  sin  settle  forever  upon  these  fair  and  broad 
regions.  Send  us  a  pure  and  reasonable  religion,  the 
unclouded  light  of  the  sun  o£  righteousness,  from  the 
East ;  and  it  will  shed  here  a  lasting  glory,  and  make  glad 
the  hearts  of  many  who  can  never  forget  their  native 
New  England.  Sow  here  the  good  seed  now,  and  soon 
there  will  be  a  rich  and  glorious  harvest.  Think  of  ud 
in  this  ourday  of  weakness,  and  when  our  days  of  strength 
shall  come,  we  will  remember  our  obligations  to  do  the 
same  for  others.  Remember  us  who  have  worshipped 
with  you  at  the  same  altars,  and  we  will  never  cease  to 
remember  you  at  our  domestic  altars,  and  at  those  altars 
which  we  are  now  rearing  to  God  on  the  prairie  and  by 
the  rivers  of  the  West.  And  God  will  never  cease  to 
'  bless  you. 

This  cry  comes  to  us  as  Christians  and  as  Philanthro- 
pises. And  our  hearts  must  be  cold  and  dead  if  we  do 
not  heed.it  **  The  time  is  short."  Our  opportunities  of 
thus  blessing  our  fellow-men  are  rapidly  passing  away. 
Tkey  will  soon  be  called  to  their  account  and  we  to  tmrs. 
The  period  is  near  when  we  shall  see  more  clearly  the 
inestimable  worth  of  the  soul ;  and  when  the  thought  of 
having  been  instromental  in  the  salvation  of  a  single  hu* 
man  being,  will  be  of  more  value  to  us  than  the  world 
and  all  it  contains. 

If  ye  know  these  things,  happy  are  ye  if  ye  do  them. 
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Rev.  Dr.  Nichols,  Pre^dent  of  the  AsBOciation,  on 
taking  the  chair,  addressed  the  meeting  at  considerable 
length,  and  awakened  a  very  deep  interest ;  but  we  are 
able  to  give  only  an  imperfect  account  of  his  address ; 

A  kind  Providence,  my  friends,  has  permitted  us  again 
to  assemble,  on  an  occasion  full  of  interest.    The  sources 
of  this  interest  it  would  be  difficult  to  recount;  and 
many  of  them  I  cannot  describe.    Whenever  I  come  up 
from  the  distant  place  in  which  Providence  has  cast  my 
lot,  I  find  many  traces  of  the  ravages  of  time,  and  signs 
of  our  approach  to  that  bourne  whence  no  man  returns. 
The  times,  since  our  last  meeting  here,  have  been  pecu- 
liarly affecting  as  to  our  secular  affairs,  and  I  trust  they 
have  not  been  altogether  inefficacious  in  respect  to  our 
moral  feelings.    I  would  hope  that  the  acts  of  Providence 
in  those  interesting  and  affecting  secular  changes  which 
have  taken  place,  have  produced  an  influence  highly  prof- 
itable to  our  intellectual  and  moral  nature.    The  charac- 
ter of  the  times  is  calling,  upon  us  as  an  Association,  to 
take  to  ourselves  solemnly  a  large  portion  of  the  admo- 
nition to  be  drawn  from  the  dispensations  of  Providence 
during  the  past  year,  and  to  be  incited  by  them  to' renew- 
ed exertion.    Our  efforts  have  not  been  wholly  without 
the  blessing  of  God,  and  we  are  loudly  called  on  to 
continue  and  increase  them.    There  is  one  consideration 
which  is  most  obvious  and  important  -—  that  we  should 
ever  carry  forward  those  measures  which  will  afford  in- 
struction and  improvement  to  those  most  in  need  of  tbem 
-—the  young.    If  our  interest  in  this  should  ever  subsidey 
we  shall' lamentably  overlook  our  ditty. 

One  distinguishing  characteristic  of  the  spirit  of  Chriftt- 
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idiiity»  as  it  appevs  to  oar  miada,  la  that  of  fraternal  and 
charitable  tmion.  The  temper  of  the  age  is  eminently  sen* 
stttre  as  to  the  prevalence  of  this  spirit.'  But  aside  from 
this,  let  OS  reflect  -  upon  the  fact,  that  in  proportion  as 
men  are  closely  associated  for  any  purpose^  they  are 
more  liable  to  feel  the  dissentious  power  of  human  nature, 
from  which  differences  of  opinion  are  apt  to  arise  among 
those  thus  associated.  Now,  it  behoves  us,  bound  to- 
gether as  we  are,  in  a  Christian  and  charitable  union,  to 
be  on  our  guard  against  this  disturbing  principle,  so  that 
it  may  not  operate  to  divide  us.  How  lamentable  were 
it,  if  in  this  Christian  union,  a  spirit  of  difference  apd 
disunion  should  arise,  and  at  last  effqct  its.  destruction. 
We  are  strong  advocates  for  the  religion  of  the  heart 
and  the  life,  in  contradistinction  to  that  of  forms  — -  and 
there  is  something  in  the  spirit  of  the  present  age  which 
gives  importance  to  our  distincjiion  in  this  respect ;  for, 
as  knowledge  is  diffused,  a  utilitarian  spirit  is  the  re- 
sulty  and  there  arises  from  this  an  increasing  disposition 
to  look  for  essentials  as  the  true  object  of  search.  One 
inevitable  consequence  of  this  is  a  disposition  to  simplify 
religion  -—either  to  do  away  altogether  with  forms,  or  to 
introduce  others  more  congenial  with  the  tone  of  the  doc- 
trine. There  is,  in  effect,  a  disposition  to  introduce  new 
forms,  to  speak  evil  of  dignities,  to  carry  to  an  extreme 
everything  that  is  practical  in  religion ;  and  this  has  given 
occasion  to  some,  for  great  alarm.  But  what  cause  is 
there  for  alarm  —  and  what  is  our  true  position  in  respect 
to  this  disposition  to  regard  the  practical  and  essential,  in 
opposition  to  the  ceremonial  in  religion?  I  conceive, 
brethren,  that  we  have  cause  neither  fpr  alarm  nor  appre- 
hension, noi  concession.    We  know  that  religion  can  no 
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more  exist  widiont  ceremoaiM  than  man  ctn  breathe  die 
oxygen  of  the  atmosphere  without  the  concomitants  with 
which  nature  has  associated  it ;  that  the  truly  essential  or 
useful  forms  of  religion  will  be  done  away,  and, religion 
.  itself  destroyed  with  them  —  I  conceive  we  have  no  reason 
to  apprehend.  There  are  two  powerful  causes  to  pr^ 
vent  it.  The  first  is  a  spirit  of  enlightened  piety,  and 
the  second,  a  strong  disposition  to  resist.  We  never  need 
fear  that  the  stability  of  our  religion  will  be  done  away, 
or  her  institutions  essentially  modified*  But  can  we  gath- 
er no  lesson  from  this  character  of  the  age  t  Truly  there 
i^  a  lesson  which  we  may  learn.  We  are  not  to  concede  . 
everything  to  fornis,  nor  seek  to  devise  changes  in  them, 
or  introduce  new  ones,  but  we  must  strive  to  make  a 
more  faithfbl  use  of  thoae  that  exist.  The  disposition  is 
to  mistake  the  power  of  forms.  We  should  come  to  the 
real  vitality  of  religion.  The  great  want  is  moral  power 
— ^  and  this  want  will  be  satisfied,  if  we  apply  to  God  for 
his  blessing. 

A  louder  call  is  sounding  in  my' ears,  to  apply  to  heav- 
en for  that,  at  present  ilMefined  and  ill*ascertained  some^ 
thing  which  is  felt  to  be  necessary  for  the  good  of  the 
world.  I  feel  it  to  be  necessary  to  throw  more  life  into 
our  forms,  more  vitality,  more  power  into  our  works.  It 
has  appeared  to  me,  and,  I  doubt  not  also,  to  yourselves, 
that  if  there  is  any  demand  of  society  which  stands  forth 
preeminently  as  of  a  strictly  moral  nature,  it  is  for  prac* 
tical  reform.  The  community  evid^itly  needs  exertion 
to  produce  this  practical  reform ;  and  the  character  and 
demands  of  the  age  speak  with  peculiar  effect  to  us,  be- 
cause our  favorite,  doctrine  is  that  religion  lies  more  in 
making  men  wiser  and  better,  than  in  forms  or  creeds; 
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in  making  men  fear  God  and  keep  his  commandments. 
Is  there  then  no  danger  of  our  overlooking  this  view  our- 
selves t  It  ma^  not  be  according  to  our  taste  or  our 
feelings,  our  principles  or  our  practice,  to  make  our  pul- 
pits a  scene  of  polemic  warfare  —  but  does  it  thence  fol- 
low that  we  should  not  preach  religion,  and  true  religion  ? 
Most  certainly  not.  We  should  go  into  our  pulpits  with 
the  sole  intent  and  purpose  of  benefiting  the  morals  and 
promoting  the  spiritual  good  of  our  hearers,  and  not 
with  a  desire  for  show  or  a  regard  for  own  reputation. 

One  further  consideration.  We  have  always  been  fer- 
vent advocates  for  a  spirit  of  love.  We  have  taught  that 
true  religion  is  the  spirit  of  love  to  God  and  to  man ;  we 
have  dwelt  much  upon  the  declaration  of  our  Lord — **A 
new  commandment  give  I  unto  you,  that  ye  love  one 
another."  We  are  happy  to  believe  that  this  is  increas- 
ingly the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  we  need  not  ask  what 
benefits  would  follow  from  its  diffusion.  Can  any  thing 
be  more  distinctly  marked  than  the  preeminent  glories  of 
this  moral  philanthropy  ?  Are  not  our  hearts  warmed  to- 
wards it,  when  we  see  what  results  it  is  eliciting  ?  When, 
in  the  language  of  Scripture,  we  say  to  our  fellow-being 
-» **  Come  up,  my  brother,  from  the  ways  of  sin  and  de- 
struction"—  we  are  not  speaking  to  blocks  of  wood  or 
stone,  but  to  hearts  possessing  feelings  responsive  to  our 
own,  and  entertaining  sentiments  which  will  do  justice 
to  oar  motives.  There  is,  I  feel  disposed  to  say,  another 
kason  we  may  profitably  consider.  Nothing  more  clear- 
Ij  marks  the  progress  'of  a  grand  moral  movement  than 
particular  and  statistical  observations  of  the  effect  of  any 
given  cause ;  and  this  shows  us  that  we  should  go  into 
the  particolars  of  necessary  reform,  and  not  rest  too  much 
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on  generalities.  By  the  latter  course,  indeed,  the  progresg 
of  evil  may  in  some  degree  be  interrupted,  but  will  the 
condition  caused  by  its  previous  progress  be  ameliorated  T 
From  age  to  age  this  course  has  been  pursued^-men 
have  stood  up  and  denounced  sin  in  general  —  bat  now 
we  begin  to  employ  a  different  process;  to  descend  from 
generals  to  particulars.  I  doubt  not  that  if  every  pulpit 
in  the  land  would  look  to  the  cure  of  any  one  sin  that 
miglit  come  under  its  immediate  observation  with  more 
force  than  others  —  much  more  good  would  be  produced 
than  has  hitherto  been  obtained.  It  is  the  custom  now 
in  many  places  to  turn  the  chief  attention  to  intemper- 
ance as  the  grea(  source  of  misery ;  and  I  say  not  that 
much  good  has  not  resulted  from  this.  But  were  we  to 
expend  similar  efforts  upon  other  sins,  and  present  each 
in  as  strong  a  light,  might  we  not  witness  movements  that 
would  astonish  us?  I  am  unable  to  see  why  all  human 
misery  should  be  represented  as  existing  solely  in  con* 
nection  with  one  single  sin ;  reason  dictates  no  such  con- 
clusion. In  short,  the  great  lesson  of  the  day  to  us  is, 
that  we  be  faithful  in  our  exertions  for  the  happiness  and 
virtue  of  mankind  —  that  we  hold  up  toman  for  his  imita* 
tion  the  holy  example  of  our  Lord  and  Savior-— that  we 
count  not  our  lives  as  for  ourselves,  but  for  the  human  race. 
Let  us  feel  called  upon  to  exhibit  a  spirit  of  self-sacrifice  •»- 
to  demonstrate  a  true  moral  courage  -—  to  make  manifest 
that  if  we  are  sometimes  guided  by  prud^ice,  it  is  not 
through  fear.  We  shall  take  but  little  satisfaction  from 
the  revision  of  our  course  in  the  ministry  of  the-Go^iely 
if  we  entertain  not  a  spirit  of  bold  determination  in  the 
cause  of  philanthropy.  O  that  I  had  doquenoe  to  ex* 
press  what  I  feel  in  my  mind  on  this  sabject-—  to  make 
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otiiera  feel  theniBelres  called  upon  from  God,  to  use  their 
powers  for  the  salvation  of  the  age  in  which  they  live  I 
O  that  we  may  be  able  to  satisfy  the  demand  of  our  fellow 
men,  when  we  hear  them  calling  for  something  more  and 
flom^hing  better  than  they  have  already  received !  O 
that  we  may  all  use  that  independence  with  which  God 
has  endowed  us,  and,  if  need  be,  go  forth  as  moral  mar- 
tyrs in  his  caose.  What  laurels  should  we  win  from  our 
fidlow-creatures  -—  but  ah  I  what  are  they  to  that  crown 
of  thorns  which  he  wore,  who  died  to  save  the  world  1 
fiut  1  have  occupied  too  much  of  your  time.     Let  us 

^  feel  these  things  in  our  own  hearts ;  let  the  love  of  the 
cross  in^ire  our  souls;  let  us  count  nothing  as  a  burden 
to  ourselves,  from  which  may  result  the  moral  good  of 
oar  feliow-men.  No  meed,  that  the  world  can  give,  will 
be  comparable  to  the  feelings  of  our  own  bosoms,  if  we  do 

^  this.  And  we  have  the  promise  of  Almighty  God,  that 
we  shall  shine  as  stars  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  forever 
and  ever!  Brethren,  let  me  leave  the  subject  to  your 
prayers.  We  cannot  discharge  our  duty  as  Christian 
ministers,  except  we  permit  the  spirit  of  Christ's  love  to 
born  in  our  souls,  as  it  burned  in  his  for  the  salvation  of 

f         the  human  race. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hill,  of  Worcester,  rose  to  move  the  ac« 
cq>tance  of  the  report,  and  said : 

Mr.  President'^ I  was  much  impressed  by  the  re- 
marks which  have  just  fallen  from  the  chair,  for  they  ful- 
ly accord  with  a  train  of  thought  which  was  just  passing 
through  my  own  mind.  This  morning,  sir,  I  read  a  par- 
agr^>h  in  one  of  the  daily  journals,  headed  with  these 
words,  ''  Increase  of  Crime,"  and  one  can  scarcely  take 
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up  a  newspaper  without  reading  in  almost  every  column, 
the  record  of  a  new  form  of  crime  and  wo.  It  is  not 
crime  now  of  which  there  is  complaint  —  dressed  in  rag9 
^-to  be  hunted  in  the  narrow  lanes — to  be  found  in  the 
wretched  hovels  of  your  city  —  but  crime  perpetrated 
by  men  of  intelligence,  who  were  but  just  now  respected 
and  honored  —  occupying  places  of  influence  and  trust. 
There  is  an  unexampled  devotion  to  gain,  and  a  reckless- 
ness of  the  means  by  which  it  is  acquired.  An  English 
traveller  has  said  that  he  has  never  been  among  the  peo* 
pie,  with  whom  prevailed  as  they  do  here,  the  active,  un- 
disguised principles  of  selfishness.  That  they  have 
grown  into  maxims,  and  influence  the  conduct  day  by 
day.  Whether  this  remark  be  founded  in  factor  not, 
certain  it  is,  our  people  to  an  unexampled  degree,  are  de- 
voted to  the  outward  and  perishable.  Our  freedom,  and 
the  vast  field  of  exertion  around  us,  has  given  a  new  ac- 
tivity to  the  spirit  of  enterprise.  These  are  unfavorable 
tendencies.  The  danger  of  an  all-absorbing  world! iness.  « 
And  are  we  without  some  outward  manifestations  of  the 
reality  of  this  spirit — the  existence  of  these  apprehended 
effects  ?  Allusion  has  been  made  to  a  great  and  growing 
irreverence  for  things  sacred  and  venerable.  The  value 
of  institutions  has  been  called  in  question,  which  have 
hitherto  been  regarded  as  inviolable^ rites  and  ordinan- 
ces are  falling  into  disuse,  once  deemed  necessary'aids  to 
a  higher  religious  advance  —  and  a  respect  for  the  laws, 
the  magistracy,  and  the  ministry,  has  evidently  declined. 
Allusion  has  been  made  to  these,  and  it  has  been  said  we 
have  nothing  to  fear.  But,  sir,  when  I  remember  how 
nrach  the  character  and  conduct  of  a  people  depend  upon 
their  sentiments,  I  am  not  without  my  apprehensiooo. 
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Yoa  have  not  forgotten  the  striking  fact  related  in  Ro- 
man history,  that  when  the  northern  barbarians  entered 
the  queenly  city  in  triumph,  flushed  with  victory,  they 
were  ready  for  rapine  and  plunder  —  but  as  they  passed 
along  the  broad  avenues,  formed  by  magnificent  porticos, 
decorated  with  gold  and  purple,  and  ornamented  with 
statues  of  exquisite  workmanship  —  they  saw  on  either 
side,  sitting  in  ivory  chairs,  immovable  as  marble,  the 
venerable  forms  of  heroes  and  magistrates ;  and  this  sim- 
ple people,  taught  in  their  native  forests,  to  reverence  the 
aged,  paused  with  respect,  and  their  hand  was  stayed 

^  from  violence.    But  the  moment  this  feeling  began  to 

subside,  and  acts  of  rudeness  were  perpetrated,  then 
the  work  of  destruction  commenced,  which  was  not  ter« 
minated  till  the  ruin  of  the  city  was  complete.  Sir,  I 
fear  this  spirit  of  irreverence  —  I  see  in  it  much  to  awak- 

■f  en  our  serious  apprehensions.    We  must  find  for  it  a  rem- 

edy, or  a  retribution  awaits  us,  heavier  than  ever  fell  on 
any  people.     And  what  is  this  remedy  ?    What  is  the 
principle  with  which  the  wants  of  the  times  must  be  m^ 
and  contended  ? 
I  answer,  the  religious  principle  —  the  truth  in  love  -^ 

\  Ibe  power  of  gentleness  and  kindness,  which  is  the  lead- 

ing principle  of  Unitarian  Christianity  —  for  the  defence 
of  which  we  are  associated.  Is  there  a  mightier  energy 
than  is  found  in  this?  Old  John  Elliot  used  to  say,  that 
*'  with  prayer  and  love  a  man  may  do  any  thing,"  and  his 
whole  life  was  a  bright  exemplification  of  the  principle. 
With  this  alone,  he  went  out  into  yonder  forest,  and  com- 
mitted himself  to  wild,  untutored  savages^  Not  a  toma- 
hawk was  raised  against  him  —  not  an  iojury  was  inflict* 
ed  on  him.    They  were  as  clay  in  his  hands,  and  were 

TOL.  XIV.^NO.  167.  S* 
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moulded  to  his  will.  And  what  is  it  that  is  giving  the 
omase  of  Temperance  at  this  time,  its  astonishing  tri- 
umphs? Its  leading  advocates  evince  no  uncommon 
talents  —  they  make  no  display  of  learning  —  they  have 
no  remarkable  powers  of  original  eloquence.  Yet  enter 
the  mighty  assemblies  which  they  call  together,  and  the 
congregation  seem  as  under  a  spell.  Hearts  hardened  by 
long  indulgence  are  melted  —  countenances  swollen  by 
long  habits  of  intemperance,  are  bathed  in  tears,  and  a 
conquering  energy  is  at  once  imparted  to  the  feeble  and 
fitful  resolution.  And  why  is  this,  and  whence  does .  it 
come?  It  is  because  the  truth  learned  by  long  and 
bitter  experience,  is  uttered  in  love,  out  of  a  profound  re»- 
Bpect  for  human  nature,  and  syjnpathy  for  those  who  have 
so  terribly  abused  it,  because  of  the  might  of  those  very 
principles  for  which  we  are  contending. 

But,  sir;  1  have  been  anticipated  by  the  chair  in  so 
many  of  the  remarks  I  intended  to  make,  that  I  shall 
be  very  brief.  I  have  only  to  say,  as  another  induce- 
ment to  renewed  effort,  that  those  generous  views  of 
truth,  to  promote  which  we  are  associated,  have  power  to 
soothe  as  well  as  excite.  We  live  in  times  when  the  sus- 
taining power  of  religion  is  peculiarly  needed.  It  is  a 
period  of  great  social  and  domestic  changes.  Events 
have  occurred,  that  have  touched  nearly  every  bosom. 
There  have  been  reverses  of  fortune — the  blighting  of 
earthly  hopes.  All  over  the  land  the  hard  earnings  of 
years  have  been  swept  away,  and  families  without  num- 
ber, have  been  reduced  from  affluence  to  want.  And 
there  have  been  sorrows  which  the  heart  only  knoweth, 
and  with  which  the  stranger  cannot  intermeddle.  There 
have  been  disasters  by  sea  and  by  land,  and  sudden  and 
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« 

wide-spread  bereavements.    Sir,  need  I  speak  here  of 
the  soul's  necessities  and  wants  ?    This  morning,  I  stood 
in  a  country  grave-yard.     There  was  a  glory  in  the  scene 
around  me.     There  was  not  a  cloud  in  the  sky.    The 
surrounding  orchards  were  bursting  forth  in  beauty,  and 
were  vocal  with  the  songs  of  joy.     And  how  could  the 
human  heart  fail  to  sympathize  with  the  general  gladness? 
At  that  early  hour  there  was  a  mother  watering  a  rose- 
bush,  that  shaded  the  grave  of  her  child,  a  fair  girl  of 
fourteen.     Years  had  passed  since  her  death  —  seasons 
had  come  and  gone,  and  the  world  had  been  lavish  in  its 
favors.     But  the  rooted  sorrow  remained  in  the  heart ;  its 
griefs  were  stiJl  fresh,  and  no  earthly  power  can  remove 
them.     Tender  recollections  spring  up  anew,  and  at  the 
sight  of  the  grave,  the  fountain  of  tears  flows  again.    And 
what  is  there  to  meet  such  wants  as  these  —  soothe  these 
sorrows  and   heal  these  wounds  ?     My  brethren,  know 
that  there  is  nothing  but  our  common  Christianity,  sim- 
ply and  faithfully  administered,  and  heartily  received  — 
Christianity  in  its  common  truths,  stripped  of  all  sectarian 
peculiarities,  and  all  narrowness.     How  often  have  we 
seen  it  meeting  the  sorest  troubles  of  humanity — light- 
ing with  a  smile  the  sorrow-stricken  countenance  — 
bringing  peace  to  the  agitated  bosom.     But  the  other 
day,  a  worthy  lady,  whose  home  is  in  the  far  West,  camo 
among  us.     She  lived  in  the  midst  of  a  Christian  commu- 
nity —  churches  were  all  around  her  —  but  afflicted  be- 
yond the  ordinary  lot,  she  sought  and  found  the  comforts 
of  our  religion.     But  she  could  obtain  no  admission  to 
the  table  of  our  Lord  —  she  could  obtain  no  one  who 
would  baptize   her   children.     Here,   among  ourselves, 
she  found  a  welcome ;  and  when  I  saw  her  religious  sen- 
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sibility,  and  heard  her  expressions  of  gratitade,  I  thanked 
God  for  the  free  and  generous  spirit  of  religion  which  we 
are  permitted  to  cherish.  Sir,  1  ha?e  again  and  again,  as 
I  have  no  doubt  my  brethren  have,  been  called  to  the 
bed-side  of  members  of  other  congregations  and  churches, 
to* administer  to  them  the  consolations  of  religion,  in  the 
hour  of  sickness  and  death.  I  have  always  found  them 
relying,  not  on  the  peculiarities  of  their  faith,  but  on  the 
common  truths.  I  was  sent  for  by  an  interesting  young 
man,  who  was  wasting  away  by  a  slow  consumption.  His 
mind  was  clear  and  strong — his  religious  sensibilities 
were  tender  —  his  affections  were  deep  and  generous. 
He  wished  me  to  attend  him  durincr  his  sickness.  And 
why,  I  asked,  did  you  at  such  a  time,  send  for  a  Unitari- 
an minister  ?  '*  Sir,"  said  he,  *'  the  realities  of  life  are  now 
before  me.  The  peculiar  doctrines  of  my  sect  seem  to 
me  of  less  and  less  value  —  with  the  solemnities  of  death 
in  view,  I  find  myself  sympathizing  more  with  you  than 
with  those  with  whom  I  have  worshipped — come  to  me 
while  I  live.*'  And  so  he  wasted  away,  his  trust  in  the 
simple  truth  more  firm ;  and  at  last  went  to  his  rest,  as 
gently  and  sweetly  as  a  child  sinking  into  its  slumbers. 
Mr.  President,  I  move  the  acceptance  of  the  report. 

Rev.  Mr.  Waterston  then  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution :  — 

Resolved^  That  while  we  cherish  an  increasing  love  for 
the  great  principles  of  the  religion  of  Jesus,  we  should 
endeavor  to  show  our  faithfulness,  by  the  consistency  of 
our  lives,  and  by  unwearied  effort  for  the  good  of  others. 

There  is  indeed  a  mighty  work  to  be  done,  and  we 
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trust  there  is  a  mighty  spirit  by  which  to  accomplish  it. 
Christianity  is  to  renovate  and  regenerate  the  world.  She 
is  to  do  it  through  human  agency.  Through  the  instru- 
mentality of  her  children.  There  are  times  when  the 
soul  will  float  in  abstractions.  But  a  true  thought  always 
seeks  to  develope  itself  into  an  act.  Christianity  is  not 
satisfied  with  mere  ideas.  She  rests  not  in  theory  and 
speculation.  She  would  see  them  born  into  life.  She 
calls  for  beneficence.  She  requires  generous  labor.  She 
demands  philanthropic  effort.  The  Christian  spirit  is  a 
missionary  spirit.  It  says,  do  good.  It  makes  this  a  test, 
By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them.  Let  then  the  present 
be  filled  with  holy  deeds  and  the  future  wiU  shine  with 
immortal  hopes. 

Knowing  the  stupendous  revolutions  yet  to  be  effected 
by  Christianity,  in  extirpating  sin,  and  awakening  devo- 
tion, we,  as  disciples  of  the  Great  Master,  are  united  to 
aid  in  its  accomplishment. 

What  then  are  the  thoughts  that  should  animate  us, 
and  the  ends  we  should  keep  in  view  ? 

May  we  not  reply  —  God  and  God's  image  1  God,  the 
everlasting  Father.  Man,  created  in  His  likeness,  but 
too  often  enslaved  by  appetite  and  corrupted  by  sin. 
Christ,  the  all-perfect,  the  brightness  of  the  Father's 
glory,  and  the  express  image  of  his  person  ! 

Here,  then,  we  stand.  The  infinite  above,  around,  and 
within  us,  ever  ready  to  impart  to  our  spirits  life  and  light. 
Our  first  duty  is  with  Him,  to  kindle  within  our  souls  a 
living  sense  of  his  presence :  not  to  look  upon  Him 
mereJy  as  a  subject  of  philosophical  speculation  and  con- 
troversial debate,  but  as  the  object  of  our  warmest  love 
and  profoandest  adoration.    The  very  life  of  our  life  and 
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soul  of  our  souls.  Nearer  and  dearer  to  us  than  our  best 
friend.  The  Father  of  spirits — the  hearer  and  answerer 
of  prayer,  with  whom  we  may  hold  intimate  communion, 
and  from  whom  divine  influences  perpetually  flow.  Our 
first  duty  is  with  God.  To  look  upon  him  with  a  fervent 
holiness,  a  living  piety.  Then  will  He  be  our  shield  and 
our  strength. 

And  how  shall  we  know  God,  but  through  Christ  ?  — 
Christ,  the  Revealer  of  His  laws,  the  Herald  of  His 
grace,  who,  heaven-commissioned,  was  sent  for  the  per- 
fecting of  the  saints  and  the  edifying  of  the  world ;  who 
came  that  He  might  make  known  the  Father,  and  gather 
in  one  the  children  of  God  that  are  scattered  abroad,  to 
establish  one  everlasting  kingdom  wherein  dwelleth  right- 
eousness. Was  not  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
glory  of  God  manifested  in  Jesus  with  a  divine  radiance, 
a  super-human  splendor  ?  When  we  would  know  of  God, 
of  our  souls  and  our  souls'  salvation,  to  whom  should  tVe 
go  but  unto  Christ  ?  He  has  the  words  of  eternal  life. 
Truly  to  see  him,  is  to  see  the  Father  ;  in  spirit  and  in 
purpose  they  are  one. 

As  Christians,  then,  we  labor  for  God  and  for  Christ, 
this  is  a  thought  to  animate,  an  end  to  keep  in  view. 

But  our  duty  stops  not  here.  God  and  God's  image  — 
Christ  is  the  divine  image  —  but  there  is  another  image, 
broken  and  defaced.  The  soul  created  in  the  likeness  of 
Jehovah,  but  untrue  to  itself,  degraded  by  selfishness,  its 
capacities  dwarfed,  its  powers  paralyzed,  its  immortal 
hopes  too  oflen  blackened  and  blasted  by  sin.  We  should 
weep  over  its  follies  and  its  frailties,  and  strive  for  its  re- 
demption. For  this  Christ  came.  This  was  his  glorious 
mission,  for  this  be  lived  and  for  this  he  died.    He  wss 
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the  great  deliverer,  the  rerealer  of  spiritual  life,  the  pro 
claimer  of  pardon,  the  Savior  from  sin.     He  has  left  the 
church  as  his  witness.     Every  true  church  is  a  witnessing 
church.     His  disciples  are  the  proclaimers  of  his  gospel. 
They  spread  the  glad  tidings.     They  extend  the  borders 
of  his  kingdom.    By  self-devotion,  by  philanthropic  effort, 
by  example  and  by  precept,  they  carry  on  the  work.   This 
is  a  Christian's  mission,  as  did  the  master,  so  do  the  disci- 
ples.    They  love  God  and  they  love  man.     They  pray 
that  God's  will  may  be  done  on  earth  even  as  it  is  done 
in  heaven,  and  they  know  that  before  the  world  can  be 
thus  blessed,  truth  must  be  diffused   and  spiritual  life 
awakened  :  and  this,  under  God,  through  human  instru- 
mentality.    By  the  power  of  the  gospel  we  must  redeem 
mankind. 

Now  how  can  we  redeem  mankind  ?  —  We  reply,  by 
Christianity. 
'   And  what  is  Christianitv  ? 

It  is  the  religion,  the  laws,  and  the  life,  revealed  by  and 
through  Christ. 

But  men  differ  as  to  the  religion,  the  laws,  and  the  life, 
revealed  by  Christ.  Some  tell  us  they  have  settled  it  at 
the  Council  of  Trent,  and  others  that  they  decided  at  the 
Confession  of  Augsburgh.  Some  dash  these  aside  and 
place  solemnly  before  us  the  Westminster  Assembly,  and 
others,  indignant  at  this,  thrust  forward,  as  the  law  and 
gospel,  the  Thirty  nine  Articles. 

What  then  is  Christianity  ?  Shall  we  go  to  the  men  of 
Augsburgh,  or  Westminster,  or  Trent,  and  take  their 
words,  or  shall  we  go  to  Christ  ?  We  reply,  Christianity 
18  to  us  what  we  find  it,  and  not  what  others  find  it.  Their 
f  lews  may  appear  as  truth  to  themi  but  they  cannot  ap- 
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pear  as  truth  to  us,  unless  they  become  our  views.  The 
only  way  we  can  preach  Christ  is  to  preach  what  Christ 
taught.  An(]  we  must  come  to  an  understanding  as  to 
what  Christ  taught,  by  going  to  Christ  for  ourselves. 

Our  work,  then,  is  to  extirpate  sin,  to  renovate  the  soul, 
and  to  lead  men  to  Christ,  and  to  do  this,  we  must  do  it 
by  Christianity ;  and  Christianity  is  to  us,  what  we,  in 
our  honest  convictions  believe  the  New  Testament  to 
teach.  Here  then  come  our  own. religious  views.  We 
are  united,  not  as  a  mere  sect,  but  as  fellow  Christians. 
We  labor  not  fur  a  party  —  hut  to  renovate  and  regenerate 
man.  We  preach  and  promulgate  our  doctrinal  views 
not  as  an  end  but  as  a  means.  Our  end  is  to  convert,  to 
purify,  to  elevate  and  ennoble  the  soul,  and  if  we  are  to 
do  this  by  Christianity  we  must  do  it  by  what  we  think 
Christianity  to  be. 

And  what  do  we  consider  the  most  essential  thing  in 
Christianity  to  be  ?  Not  mere  speculations  —  but  princK 
pies  which  affect  character.  Love,  justice,  humility, 
purity,  devotion,  the  Hfe  manifested  by  Christ ;  —  a  holy 
life,  springing  from  holy  principles. 

And  are  we  to  understand  that  no  other  disciples  have 
these  but  ourselves?  God.  forbid.  We  look  with  joy 
upon  the  writings  of  the  mighty  men  who  have  lived  — 
whose  characters  ^re  cherished  and  who  have  stood  like 
pillars  of  adamant  in  the  churches,  the  Scougals,  the 
Fenelons,  the  Laws  and  the  Baxters,  and  we  see  that  that 
which  makes  these  works  live  is  what  we  also  love.  That 
their  conquering  pow^  over  the  mind  is  in  their  true  ex* 
pression  of  those  fundamental  principles  which  we  hold 
in  common. 

We  go  among  the  \}y'\ng,  and  we  inquire  what  it  ia  that 
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gires  power  to  the  preacher  and  the  philanthropist —  and 
we  find  the  same  fact.  It  is  not  technicalities,  it  is  not 
dogmas.  It  is  the  utterance  of  those  same  views  which 
we  value.  Their  creeds  are  ap|>endages.  Souls  are 
melted  by  lore  and  purified  by  principles.  In  churches 
where  many  are  awakened  to  holiness,  it  is  a  sense  of  sin, 
a  love  of  goodness,  the  sinlessness  and  self-sacrifice  of 
Christ,  the  parental  tenderness  of  God,  which  is  the  moving 
power.  In  other  words,  it  is  the  same  thing  with  others  as 
with  ourselves.  But  while  true  vitality  among  all  denomi- 
nations rests  in  principles,  many  connect  and  interweave 
with  these  erroneous  opinions,  dark  views,  through  which 
light  may  indeed  glimmer,  but  without  which  it  would 
burst  forth  in  heavenly  radiance. 

The  views  which  are  connected  with  principles,  views 
of  the  human  mind  and  the  divine  mind,  may  throw  sun* 
light,  or  gloom,  over  the  Christian's  pathway. 

We  believe  our  own  views  are  true,  or  we  should  aban- 
don them.  We  believe  they  are  true,  and  therefore,  God 
helping,  we  will  diffuse  them.  We  believe  they  are  true, 
and  worthy  of  God.  They  are  Christ's,  and  therefore 
divine.  They  are  evangelical.  They  are  soul-quicken- 
ing and  soul-saving.  We  will  bear  faithful  witness  to 
their  power.  We  will  cherish  them  as  our  life,  we  will 
extend  them  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  We  will  do  so  be- 
cause they  are  to  us  Christianity. 

Look  at  the  pamphlets  published  by  this  Association. 
They  go  forth  like  the  messengers  of  God,  spreading  lib- 
erty, holiness,  and  love.  They  contain  the  honest  expres- 
sion of  free  minds.  The  convictions  of  devout  hearts  on 
the  sublimest  themes.  The  pages  of  those  books  may  be 
stereotyped,  but  the  thoughts  are  not.    They  are  the  re* 
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suit  of  individual  research  and  individual  faith  derived 
from  the  oracles  of  God,  and  flowing  forth  like  a  fresh 
sparkling  fountain.  We  may  take  separate  tracts  and 
meet  views  with  which  we  might  not  altogether  agree,  but 
if  we  wiil  take  them  together,  we  shall  find  rich  treasures 
of  thought,  noble  illustrations  of  a  fervent,  yet  catholic 
spirit,  learning  without  pedantry,  spirituality  without  mys* 
ticism.  The  outpourings  of  a  true  holiness,  profound  in 
simplicity,  and  convincing  from  a  perfect  accordance 
with  the  Word  of  God,  and  the  deepest  wants  of  the  soul. 
These  books  are  as  a  spiritual  armory  filled  with  heaven- 
tempered  weapons.  Is  it  not  our  duty  to  let  the  public 
mind  have  free  access  to  these  volumes  ?  If  they  are 
read  with  candor  and  a  spirit  of  prayerful  sincerity,  they 
will  pour  light  over  our  land  and  awaken  thousands  to 
piety.  We  have  seen  their  influence  among  the  poor  and 
afHicted,  they  impart  knowledge  to  the  inquiring  mind, 
and  the  balm  of  comfort  to  those  who  are  in  sorrow.  , 
Would  that  these  books  were  in  the  library  of  every 
University  —  of  every  parish,  of  every  Sunday  School, 
and  of  every  private  family.  Not  simply  a  few  of  the 
disconnected  pamphlets,  but  the  twelve  volumes,  that  they 
might  be  ready  at  all  times  for  perusal.  Would  that  the 
separate  tracts  could  be  scattered  like  seed  to  every  wind. 
We  owe  it  to  ourselves.  We  owe  it  to  truth.  We  owe 
Ai  to  God.  We  should  lay  these  pages  before  the  great 
mass  of  the  people,  we  should  write,  and  labor,  and  pray, 
and  preach,  until  society  is  impregnated  with  Christian 
truth.  We  should  work  for  the  destitute  and  the  de» 
graded,  we  should  enter  the  cell  of  the  convict,  penetrate 
the  dark  hovels  of  penury,  and  let  these  soul-stirring 
views  of  God  and  of  Christ,  of  the  soul  and  salvation  be 
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made  known.  Let  the  millions  understand  them  and 
tbey  will  lore  them,  and  through  them  be  brought  to  God. 

We  owe  it  to  the  truth.  Thousands  shun  the  truth, 
not  because  they  dislike  it,  but  because  they  misappre- 
hend it.  They  associate  with  it  false  ideas,  and  shrink 
not  from  it,  but  from  the  imagination  they  connect  with 
it.  Christianity  from  its  earliest  days  has  labored  under 
this  disadvantage.  The  Jews  misapprehended  Jesus. 
E?en  his  disciples  were  slow  to  understand  the  spirituality 
and  greatness  of  his  mission.  Old  prejudices  cling  with 
a  tenacious  grasp ;  they  shudder  at  the  phantoms  of  their 
own  creation.  Thus  many  have  dark  and  fearful  associa- 
tions with  words  which  to  us  are  bright  with  heavenly 
glory.  If  they  could  see  them  as  we  see  them  they  would 
trembie  no  longer.  They  denounce,  in  fact,  not  our 
wiews,  bat  their  own  false  ideas.  Before  John  Huss  was 
burned,  he  was  decorated  with  fantastic  garments  and 
sormounted  with  a  painted  cap,  all  fancifully  representing 
a  demon.  The  multitude  shrank  aghast  from  so  strange 
a  spectacle,  little  conscious  that  they  were  looking  upon 
a  man  of  God,  a  noble  martyr  of  holy  zeal  and  unblem^ 
isbed  virtue.  Thus  with  fear  did  they  burn  his  body,  and 
thipw,  with  triumph,  his  ashes  into  the  Rhine.  We  owe 
it  to  God  that  the  painted  cap  should  be  taken  off,  and 
troth  be  seen  as  she  is. 

But  erroneous  impressions  are  gradually  passing  away. 
Men  of  reflection  in  all  quarters  are  modifying  their 
views.  Words  are  changing  their  meaning.  New  ex- 
planations are  given  to  old  terms.  The  literature  of  the 
country  manifests  it.  The  Theological  Seminaries  of  all 
denominations  manifest  it  Individuals  are  here  and 
there  protesting,  but  they  protest  in  vain.    They  cry 
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alood,  bat  their  voice  is  as  the  voice  of  one  crying  in  the  * 
wilderness.  Technical  phrases  are  of  little  importance  if 
the  ideas  have  slipped  out  from  under  them.  Narrow 
words  may  cover  growing  thoughts,  and  the  enlarged 
thoughts  will  in  time  6nd  true  expression.  All  that  we 
ask  is  that  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  should  be  felt  in  its 
simplicity,  disconnected  from  the  traditions  and  theories 
of  men.  The  traditions  and  theories  of  men  must  fall, 
but  truth  is  indestructible.  The  principles  which  we 
cherish  are  growing  up  all  around  us  in  silence  and  In 
power.  Many  who  know  nothing  of  our  books,  have  de* 
rived  kindred  views  from  personal  reflection,  and  the  ora- 
cles of  God.  Many  have  the  same  ideas  dimly  shining  in 
their  minds,  and  could  they  but  see  some  of  the  masterly 
expositions  of  our  Biblical  Critics,  some  of  the  profound 
utterances  of  our  holy  men,  they  would  find  their  own 
views  more  brightly  reflected,  and  leap  to  embrace  what 
until  now  they  had  sought  in  vain ;  —  as  the  myriad  blos- 
soms of  spring  remain  folded  during  the  cold  east  winds, 
but  burst  open  at  the  breath  of  the  sweet  south,  so  there 
are  countless  numbers  who  hold,  almost  unconscioaaly, 
our  views,  and  are  silent  under  the  chilling  prejudices  of 
party,  but  who,  if  they  could  only  feel  the  warm  breath  of 
sympathy  and  love«  would  expand,  and  manifest  to  the 
world  the  beauty  of  those  thoughts,  which  until  now  had 
been  slumbering  unseen  in  the  depths  of  their  own  souls. 
As  far  as  our  principles  are  true,  their  progress  will  be 
onward.  Those  who  should  seek  to  stop  them  in  their 
mighty  workings  would  be  as  Jeremy  Taylor  has  well 
said,  *^  Like  one  who  should  put  his  shoulder  to  the 
ground  to  stop  an  earthquake."  Retarded  they  may  be, 
but,  in  their  eternal  progress,  never,  never  can  they  be 
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turned  back.  SooDer  might  men  hope  to  stay  in  their 
courses  the  flaming  constellations  of  heaven.  As  far  as 
they  are  true  they  are  God's,  and  are  destined  to  enlighten 
and  evangelize  the  world. 

Rev.  Mr.  Clauke,  (formerly  of  Louisville,  Ky.)  renrarkedt, 
that  he  was  almost  a  stranger  to  this  Association,  not 
having  had  an  opportunity  to  be  present  at  its  meetings 
for  eight  years.  Yet  not  altogether  a  stranger,  for  where 
Christians  meet  together,  no  Christian  can  feel  himself  a 
stranger.  In  the  "  household  of  faith  "  we  may  always 
feel  ourselves  at  home. 

It  seems  to  me,  said  Mr.  C,  that  we  have  reached  a ' 
crisis  in  the  Unitarian  Reform.  This  Reform  was  based 
upon  two  foundations  -*  not  one,  but  two  —  upon  an  in- 
tellectual and  a  spiritual  want.  Unitarianism  was  in  the 
first  place  opposition  to  certain  doctrines.  The  intellect 
was  dissatisfied  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Trinity,  Atone- 
ment, Depravity,  &c.,  as  commonly  received,  and  protested 
against  them.  Unitarianism  has  been  called  a  negative 
system,  and  so  far  as  it  has  peculiar  doctrines,  I  admit 
that  it  is  a  negative  system.  But  underlying  these  doc- 
trines, penetrating  and  animating  them,  were  Principles, 
and  those  not  negative,  but  eminently  positive.  The  first 
of  them  was  an  assertion  of  mental  freedom.  We  de- 
manded the  largest  liberty  of  thought  for  the  individual 
mind.  Do  not  think  that  this  demand  springs  only  from 
a  love  of  lawlessness  and  a  dislike  to  restraint  —  that  it  is 
only  a  wilful  determination  to  believe  what  we  choose, 
and  no  more.  No,  sir,  its  root  is  deeper,  its  impulse 
nobler.  It  is  an  assertion  of  the  inborn  worth  of  the  in* 
dividual  soul.    It  is  a  demand  that  the  individual  mind 
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■hall  not  be  an  appendage,  an  echo,  a  blind  follower  of 
some  other  mind,  which  does  all  its  thinking  for  it«  It 
declares  that  men  are  not  to  be  driven  in  droves^  herded 
in  masses,  stamped  with  the  peculiarities  of  some  creed, 
bat  that  it  is  the  duty  and  right  of  everjr  mind,  howoYer 
humble,  to  approach  the  beautiful  form  of  Truth,  and 
gaze  at  it  with  its  own  eyes.  An  inq;>iring  thought, 
which  rouses  the  enthusiasm  of  the  human  heart,  whereyer 
it  is  boldly  spoken!  Hence  the  love  and  reverence 
of  mankind  wait  on  the  champions  of  liberty  in  all  ages, 
cluster  round  them,  battle  for  them,  and  when  they  fall, 
water  their  graves  with  sincere  tears.  Thus  men  go  oo 
a  pilgrimage  to  the  plain  of  Lutzen,  where  a  single  stone 
was  raised  with  the  inscription  -—  "  Here  fell  Gustavus 
Adolphus,  fighting  for  freedom  of  spirit  '*  —  and  to  the 
humble  grave,  on  the  banks  of  the  wide-winding,  many* 
islanded  Susquehannah,  where  softly  rest,  amid  the  rich 
pastures  of  Pennsylvania,  the  remains  of  him,  whom 
Coleridge  called 

•*  Patriot,  and  Saint,  and  Sage," 

who  was  driven  from  his  own  land  by  dark  bigots,  to  find 
a  peaceful  home  and  tomb  in  ours.  Wherever  these 
champions  of  mental  freedom  sleep,  they  sanctify  the  soil. 

**  Their  memory  wraps  the  dusky  mountain. 
Their  spirits  sparlile  in  the  fountain, 
The  meanest  rill,  the  mightiest  river, 
Rolls,  mingling  with  their  fame,  Cdrever." 

I  never  have  occasion  to  lift  my  voice  in  this  house,  sir, 
without  thinking  of  that  voice  which  has  so  often  been 
raised  here  in  behalf  of  freedom  -^  a  voice  never  hushed 
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when  the  cause  of  haman  liberty  required  that  it  shookl 
^ak  —  never  siJeiit  becaiue  on  the  side  of  the  oppressor 
there  was  power,  and  one  might  become  unpopular  fay 
q)eaking —  a  voice  raised  for  the  slave,  at  a  time  when  it 
was  not  considered  respectable  here  to  say  anything  for 
him.  And  now,  sir,  we  hear  that  this  same  voice  has 
been  raised  to  rebuke  the  worship  of  mammon  even  where 
mammon  has  raised  its  stateliest  temple ;  a  temple  rival- 
ing in  external  grace  the  Grecian  Parthenon,  but  dedicated, 
alas !  not  to  the  ideal  wisdom  of  Greek  mythology,  the 
Virgin  Minerva,  but  rather  to  Mercury  and  Plutus,  the 
gods  of  gain  and  fraud.  I  do  not  think  it  wrong,  eveh 
in  the  house  of  God,  to  remember  gratefully  the  name  of 
foch  a  servant  of  God  and  of  freedom.  One  other  in- 
stance besides,  we  have  lately  had,  sir,  to  show  us  that  all 
among  us  are  not  dead  to  the  call  of  freedom.  We  have 
eeen  one,  who  has  filled  the  highest  office  of  honor  which 
our  nation  can  bestow,  descending  from  it,  or  rather 
ascending  to  the  yet  higher  duty  of  pleading  in  the  halls 
<»f  justice  for  the  cause  of  the  helpless  African.  After 
Ins  great  public  services  shall  have  faded  from  the  mem^ 
ory  of  the  nation,  this  action  will  be  freshly  remembered 
to  his  honor, 

Mr.  Clarke  then  spoke  of  the  other  positive  principles 
of  the  Unitarian  Reform,  as  the  principle  of  Progress, 
and  making  Religion  a  matter  of  Practical  life.  He  then 
intimated  that  the  question  now  before  us  was,  which  we 
preferred,  to  retain  our  principles  or  our  opinions—- 
whether  we  were  willing  to  modify  our  opinions  for  the 
sake  of  progress,  or  determined  to  resist  progress  rather 
than  alter  our  opinions.  We  have  been  singing  the 
praises  of  toleration  and  charity,  and  now  we  are  likely 
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to  be  called  on  to  say  whether  we  were  ia  earnest  or 
whether  we  only  wished  to  be  tolerated  ourselves.  Differ- 
ences of  opinion  are  now  springing  up  in  our  own  ranks. 
Are  we  ready  to  tolerate  them  or  not  ?  For  himself,  Mr. 
C.  expressed  a  determination  to  hold  fast  to  the  great 
principles  of  the  reform,  no  matter  what  became  of  the 
opinions.  There  were  only  three  paths  open  to  us^-to 
go  back  to  Orthodoxy  —  to  stand  still  —  or  to  go  forward. 
Back  to  Orthodoxy  we  cannot  go -^  for  Orthodoxy,  in 
the  sense  of  uniform  doctrines,  does  not  now  exist  What 
was  Orthodoxy  in  one  place  is  heresy  in  another.  The 
Orthodoxy  of  Andover  is  the  heresy  of  Princeton.  The 
Orthodoxy  of  New  England  is  <'  another  gospel "  in  Ken- 
tucky. Latitude  and  longitude  make  little  difference  as 
regards  truth,  but  a  great  deal  as  regards  Orthodoxy. 
For  one,  I  am  glad  to  study  the  writings  df  those  who 
are  called  Orthodox,  listen  to  their  sermons,  and  adopt 
whatever  I  can  find  that  is  true  and  good  in  their  system. 
But  I  cannot  adopt  any  particular  system  as  a  whole,  for 
1  find  them  all  fluctuating.  Qo  back,  we  cannot — stand 
still,  we  cannot —  we  must  go  forward.  And  I,  for  one, 
have  no  fear  of  the  result.  1  go  for  Liberty,  for  Frogress, 
for  a  more  practical,  more  simple,  less  formal  Christ- 
anity. 
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OFFICERS 

▲BTD 

COMMITTEES    OF    THE    COUNCIL, 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Association 
was  held  at  the  Berry  Street  Vestrj,  May  27th,  1841. 
Hon.  J.  G.  Rogers  was  chosen  Chairman,  and  Rev.  J. 
W.  Thompson,  Secretary  of  the  Council  for  the  ensuing 


The  Chairman  then  nominated  the  following  gentle- 
men for  the  several  Committees. 

On  JRwaiice— George  Bond,  Esq.,  Samuel  Greele,  Esq., 
Rer.  S.  K.  Lothrop,  N.  A.  Barrett  and  Samuel  May, 
Esqrs. 

On  Missions  —  Rev.  Dr.  Ware,  Jr.,  Rev.  Dr.  Parkman, 
Rev.  A.  B.  Muzzey,  Albert  Fearing,  Esq.,  Hon.  Richard 
Sullivan. 

On  Parishes  ^^Kev,  Dr.  Walker,  Hon.  Jona.  Phillips, 
Rev.  E.  S.  Gannett,  Rev.  Samuel  Barrett,  William  Poroe- 
roy,  Esq. 

On  Tracts  —  C.  K.  Dillaway,  Esq.,  Rev.  George  Rip- 
ley, Rev.  E.  Peabody,  Rev.  Dr.  Francis,  Lewis  G.  Pray, 

Eisq. 

On  the  Anniversary  —  Rev.  Alexander  Young,  Rev. 
Charles  Briggs,  William  Brigham,  Esq.,  Hon.  Sidney 
Willard,  Rev.  Alonzo  Hill. 


After  the  Addresses,  the  Report  was  accepted,  and  the 
meeting  was  closed  by  singing  the  ^*  Dismission  Hymn.*' 

VOL.  XIV. — NO.  167.  4* 


42  SIXTEENTH  ANNUAL   BEPORT.     •  3G2 

CONSTITUTION 

OF  TB< 

AMERICAN   UNITARIAN    ASSOCIATION. 


1.  The  name  of  this  AssodatioQ  shall  be  The  American 
Unitariaw  Associatxox. 

2.  The  object  of  this  Association  shall  be  to  diffuse  the  knowl- 
edge and  promote  the  interests  of  pure  Christianity  throughout  our 
country. 

8.  Unitarian  Christians  throughout  the  United  States  shall  be 
Invited  to  unite  and  co-operate  with  this  Association. 

4.  An  annual  subscription  of  one  dollar  shall  constitute  a  per- 
son a  member  so  long  as  such  subscription  shall  be  paid ;  and  a  sub- 
scription of  thirty  dollars  shall  constitute  a  person  a  member  for 
life. 

6.  The  officers  shall  be  a  President,  fifteen  Vice-Presidents,  a 
General  Secretary,  who  shall  have  the  care  of  all  the  business  and 
interests  of  the  Association  under  the  control  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  an  Assbtant  Secretary  who,  in  case  of  the  absence  or 
sickness  of  the  General  Secretary,  shall  perform  sucii  duties  of  a 
Recording  and  Corresponding  Secretary  as  may  require  immediate 
attention  ;  a  Treasurer  and  three  Directors. 

6.  The  Directors,  Secretaries,  and  Treasurer  shall  constitute  the 
Executive  Committee,  who  shall  meet  once  in  each  month,  and 
•hall  have  the  direc  Jon  of  the  funds  and  operations  of  the  Associa- 
tion. 

7.  An  annual  meeting  sh:Jl  be  held  at  such  time  and  place  as 
the  Executive  Committee  shall  deem  advisable,  of  which  due  notice 
■hall  be  given,  and  at  which  officers  shall  be  chosen,  reports  be 
made,  and  any  other  business  be  transacted,  which  may  come  bef(»« 
the  Association. 

8.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  power  to  fill  any  va- 
cancies which  may  occur  among  the  officers  between  any  two  an- 
nnal  meetings. 
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9.  Any  amendments  of  this  Constitution  shali  be  proposed  at  one 
annual  meeting,  yd  may  be  accepted  at  the  next  anniversary,  if 
two- thirds  of  the  members  present  t>e  in  favor  of  such  amendments. 

10.  There  shall  also  be  a  Council  ot  the  Association  consisting  of 

not  less  than  twenty-five,  nor  more  than  —  members, 

to  l>e  nominated  by  the  presiding  officer,  and  chosen  by  a  hand  vote 
at  the  annual  meeting,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  whenever  it  is  neces* 
sary,  in  conjunction  with  the  Executive  Committee,  to  consider  and 
determine  what  further  measures  may  be  taken  to  increase  the  use- 
fulness  of  the  Association,  by  what  means  they  may  be  carried  into 
execution,  and  in  what  manner  funds  can  be  provided  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  Council  shall  hold  a  stated  annual  meeting  on  the 
Thursday  succeeding  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association,  at  four 
o'clock,  P.  M.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  call  special  meet- 
ings whenever  thoy  shall  deem  necessary,  or  at  the  request  of  any 
five  members  of  the  Council ;  and  twelve  members  shall  constitute 
a  quorum.  The  powers  of  the  Executive  Committee  with  regard 
to  all  matters  not  acted  upon  by  the  Council  are  to  remain  the  same 
as  heretofore. 


Vote  passed  by  the  Executive  Committee,  September,  23, 1826, 
as  amended  March  80, 1830. 

RcMohed,  That  every  member  of  the  Association  be  entitled  to 
one  copy  of  every  tract  ttf  the  first  and  second  series,  published  by 
the  Association  during  the  year  Jor  tohich  his  subseriptiou  i$ 
entered. 

Vote  of  the  Executive  Committee,  passed  January  4, 1826. 

Voted,  That  no  society  be  recognised  as  auxiliary  to  this  Associa- 
tion, the  terms  of  subscription  to  wiiich  are  less  than  those  required 
ik  the  Constitution  of  this  Association. 

Tote  passed  by  the  Executive  Committee,  June  20, 1833. 

Voted,  That  tho  4th  article  of  the  Constitution  be  so  construed, 
that  any  one  who  shall  pay  thirty  dollars  for  the  General  Agency  of 
the  American  Unitarian  Association,  either  at  once,  or  by  annual 
instalments  within  five  years,  shall  be  considered  a  life  member. 
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CLERGYMEN    MEMBERS    FOR   LIFE. 

The  followiDfi^  Clergymen  have  been  made  members  fbr  life  of 
die  American  Unitarian  Aaeociation,  by  the  donation  of  thirty  dol- 
lars or  more,  principally  from  ladies  of  their  respective  societies. 


Abbot,  Abiel. 
Alden,  Seth. 
Alger,  Horatio. 
Allen,  Joseph. 

*  Andrews,  WiUiam. 
Arnold,  A.  C.  L. 

*  Bancroft,  Aaron,  D.  D. 
Barrett,  Samuel. 
Bartlett,  John. 

Barry,  William. 
"Bascom,  Eaekiel  L. 
Bates,  Reuben. 
Bellows,  Henry  W. 
Bigelow,  Andrew. 
Brazer,  John,  D.  D. 
Briggs,  Charles. 
Brooks,  Charles. 
Broolra,  Charles  T. 
Brown,  Addison 
Buckingham,  Edgar 
Burton,  Warren 
Channing,  Wm.  E.,  D.  D. 
Clark,  Amos. 
Clarke,  Samuel. 
Cole,  Jonathan 
Colman,  Henry. 
Canningham,  Francis 
Crosby,  J. 


Damon,  David 
Dewey,  Orville,  D.  D. 
Doggett,  Theophilus  P. 
Edes,  Henry,  D.  D. 
Edes,  Henry  F. 
Edes,  Edward  H. 
Emmons,  Henry 
Everett,  O.  C. 
EHis,  George  E. 
Farley,  Frederick  A. 
Field,  Joseph 
•Flint,  Jacob 
Flint,  James,  D.  D. 
Fox,  Thomas  B. 
Frothinghami  William 
Frost,  Barzillai. 
Fumess,  WUlaim  H. 
Gage,  Nathaniel 
Gannett,  Ezra  S. 
Gannett,  Thdmas  B. 
Gray,  Frederick  T. 
Greenwood,  F.  W.  P. 
Hall,  Edward  B. 
Hall,  Nathaniel 
Hamilton,  Luther 
Hedge,  F.  H. 
HiU,  Alonxo 
Holland,  F.  W. 


Dead. 
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Hosmer,  George  W. 
Howe,  Moses 
Ingersoll,  George  G. 
JohnaoD,  Rufus  A. 
KendiiU,  James,  D.  D. 
Laresoo,  Alvan,  D.  D. 
iioooln,  Calvin 
*LitUe,  Robert 
Livermore,  A.  A. 
*Loring,  Bailey 
Lothrop,  Samuel  K. 
May,  Samuel,  Jr. 
Merrick,  J.  M. 
Miles,  Heory  A. 
Moore,  Jonah 
MoCte,  MeHsh  I. 
Muzzey,  Artemaa  B. 
Newell,  William 
Nichols,  Ichabod,  D.  D. 
Noyea,  George  R. 
Osgood,  Peter 
Osgood,  Samuel 
Palfrey,  John  G.,  D.  D, 
'Parker,  Nathan,  5.  O. 
Parker,  Theodore 
Paikman,  Francis^  D.  D. 
Peabody,  Wm.  B.  0. 
Pierpoot,  John 
Phipps,  H.  G. 
Putnam,  George 
Ripley,  Eacra,  D.  D. 


Ripley,  George 
Ripley,  Samuel 
Richardson,  Joseph 
Robbios,  Samuel  D. 
Robbins,  Chandler 
Robinson,  Charles 
Rogers,  T.  F. 
Sanger,  Ralph 
Sewall,  Charles  C. 
Sewall,  Edmund  Q. 
Simmons,  George  F. 
Stebbins,  Rufus  P. 
Stetson,  Caleb 
Storer.  John  P.  B. 
Sullivan,  Thomas  R. 
Sweet,  John  D. 
Thayer,  Christopher  T. 
*Thayer,  Nathaniel,  D.  D. 
Thomson,  James  W. 
Thomson,  James 
Waite,JosiahK. 
Walker,  James,  D.  D. 
Ware,  Henry,  Jr.,  D.  D, 
Ware,  William 
Wellington,  Charles 
Wells,  George  W. 
*  Whitman,  Bernard 
Whitman,  Nathaniel 
Williams,  George  A« 
Young,  Alexander 
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OTHER   MEMBEBS   FOR   LIFE. 


Abbot,  Samuel 
Abbott,  Miss  AbigaU 
Adims,  BenjamiQ  T. 
'  Aiams,  James,  Jr. 
Adams,  Philip 
Aiger,  Cyrus 
Alger,  Francis 
Ames,  SeCh 
Ajiiee,  David  W. 
Amee,  Mrs.  David 
Andrews,  Ebenezer  T. 
AsplnwaU,  Samuel 
I    Atherton,  Charles  R. 
AppleCon,  Nathan 
AppletoQ,  Charles  T. 
Appletoo,  Frandft 
Ball,  S.  S. 

Bancroft,  Mrs.  B.  D. 
Bangs,  Joslab 
Barrett,  Nathaniel  A. 
Barker,  Joseph  A. 
Baker,  Henry  F. 
Bigelow,  Alonscm 
BIgetow,  John 
*Bird,  John  H. 
Bizby,  Miss  KesdA 
Blanchard,  Hezekiah 
Blake,  Mrs.  Sarah 
BUm,  Theodore 
Bond,  George 
Bond,  George  W. 
*Bowditch,  Nathaniel 
Bowles,  Samuel 
^Bradlee,  Joseph  P. 


Bracket,  Samuel  E. 
Brooks,  Peter  C. 
Brewster,  Olive 
Brewster,  William 
Cartwright,  Charles  W. 
Carew,  Joseph 
Chaphi,  Harvey 
Chapman,  Mrs.  Jonathan 
Chapman,  Mrs.  Margaret 
Clapp,  Joshua 
Colton,  George 
*Cotton,John 
Cotton,  Joseph,  Jr. 
Cobb,Eiyah 
Coffin,  George  W. 
Cooke,  Mrs.  Mary  F. 
Coolidge,  Joseph 
Crocker,  James  H. 
Curtis,  Joseph 
Cushing,  f .  P. 
Cushman,  Henry  W. 
*Child,  RitJiardfiW 
Dascomb,  ThomM  ft. 
Dana,  Dexter 
Danfbrtfa,  Isaac 
Davis,  Charles  8. 
Davis,  James 
Davis,  James,  Jr. 
Denny,  Daniel 
Diz,  Miss  D. 
Dorr,  Samuel 
Dorr,  John 
Draper,  James 
Dwifl^t,  William 
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Dwight,  George 
Dwigbt»  Mrs.  Marj 
Dwtght,  Jooathan 
Eager,  WilUam 
Edwards,  Elifllui 
EniSjDayid 
EUb,  Jonathaii,  Jr. 
Emeraoo,  George  B« 
EmmoDSy  John  L. 
ETeretC,  Otis 
Fairbanks,  Stephen 
Fairbanks,  Henry  P« 
Farley,  Mrs.  Frederick  A. 
Fearing,  Albert 
Fitch,  Jeremiah 
Fisher,  Joshaa 
Foster,  Charles  W. 
Fowle,  C.  S. 
Foster,  Charles  A. 
Foot,  Homer 
Francis,  Eben 
Frost,  George 
Gasset,  Henry 
G<Ni]d,  Benjamin  A. 
Gould,  Lewis 
Gray,  Harrison 


Hammond,  Samuel 
Hammond,  Daniel 
Han,  Jacob 

*Hall,  Mrs.  Edwaxd  B. 
Hall,  Sarah  B. 
Harrington,  Joseph,  Jr. 
Hmwes,  Prince. 
Hedge,  Barnabas 
Hewes,  Abraham,  Jr« 
Heuett,  H.  N. 
Heath,  Chirloe 


Hendee,  Charles  J. 
Hickling,  Charles 
Howe,  Zadock 
Howe,  John 
Hoar,  Samuel 
Hodges,  George 
Holland,  Mrs.  F.  W. 
Howard,  John 
Howard,  Charles 
Howard,  Abraham 
Hunt,  Nathaniel  P. 
Inches,  Henderson 
Inches,  Min 
Jackson,  Francis 
Jernegan,  Mrs.  Mary 
Johnson,  James 
Jones,  Mrs.  J.  C. 
^Johnson,  Milton 
Jones,  Miss  Charlotte 
King,  Gedney 
King,  Daniel  P. 
*Kubn,  George  H« 
"Lawrence,  Luther 
Lawrence,  William 
Lawrence,  Amos 
Lamson,  Benjamin 
Lamson,  John 
Lane,  George 
Lewis,  S.  S. 
Lewis,  Mrs.  S.  S« 
Lincoln,  Oliver. 
Lincoln,  M.  S. 
Livermore,  Isaac. 
Livermore,  George 
Lord,Georgie 
Lord,  Ivory 
Lord,  Mrs.  Sarah  C« 
Low,  Francis 


4d 


SIXTBBNTH  AKNtTAL  SEPOBT. 


9tt8 


Low,  John  J. 
Low,  Mrs'.  Rachel 
Lombard,  Ammi  C. 
Loriog,  William  J. 
Loriog,  J. 
May,  Joseph 
May,  Samuel 
Marsh,  Ephraim 
Manley,  John  R. 
Manley,  Miss  Mary 
Mellcn,  Michael 
•    •Mctcalf,  E.  W. 
Miles,  Mrs.  Henry  A. 
Morgan,  Charles  W, 
Morton,  Ichabod 
Munson,  Israel 
Newell,  J.  R. 
Nichols,  Charles  C. 
Nichols,  Miss  C.  K. 
Olmsted,  Charles  H. 
Orne,  William  W. 
Osbom,  Kendall 
Osgood,  Isaac 
Otis,  Harrison  O. 
Owen,  John 
Parker,  Daniel  P. 
Parsons,  Thomas 
Parsons,  William 
Parkman,  George 
*Parkman,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Peabody,  Joseph 
Peabody,  Mrs.  W.  B.  O. 
*Peele,  Willard 
Perkins,  Thomas  H. 
*Pickman,  T.  Benjamin 
Pickman,  Dudley  L. 
Pierce,  S.  B. 
Piercci  John  Bt 


Pray,  Lewis  O. 
Preble,  William  P. 
Prescott,  William 
Prentiss,  John 
Phillips,  Stephen  C* 
Phillips,  Hon.  Jonathan 
Phillips,  Mrs.  John 
Putnam,  Mrs.  George 
Rantoul,  Robert 
Rice,  Henry 
Richardson,  James  B. 
Rhoades,  Stephen. 
Roberts,  Amos  M. 
Rogers,  John 
Rogers,  John  Gray 
Russell,  John  B. 
Russell,  Nathaniel 
Saunders,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Salisbury,  Samuel 
Savage,  James 
Seaver,  George 
*Seaver,  Charles 
Seaver,  Benjamin 
Scwall,  Daniel 
Shaw,  Robert  G. 
Shaw,  Lemuel 
Shaw,  Francis  G. 
Shove,  Jonathan 
Smith,  Melancthon 
Smith,  Mrs.  D. 
Southwick,  Philip  R. 
Sprague,  Noah  P. 
^Stanton,  Fnmcis 
Stearns,  Henry 
Stephens,  Nathan 
Story,  Joseph 
Swett,  Samuel 
Sweetaer,  Samuel 
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*Sii]UYan,  WUliam 
St  John,  Samuel 
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No.  166.  UnitarianuiQ  Defined  and  Defended ;  being  Ez()racts 
from  Lectures  delivered  at  Liverpool  in  1839,  by 
three  Unitarian  Ministers,  in  Answer  to  Lectures 
against  Unitarianism,  by  thirteen  Clergymen  of 
the  Episcopal  Sect  .  .6 

No.  167.  The  Sixteenth  Report  of  the  American  Unitarian 
Association,  with  the  Proceedings  of  the  Annual 
Meeting,  May  26, 1841.   ,  .  .6 


SECOND    SERIES  — 18mo. 

No.  I.    Objections  to  Unitarian  Christianity  Considered.    By 
William  £.  Chanaing.  .  .  .  . 

No.  2.    A  Serious  and  Friendly  Address  to  the  Anxious  In- 
quirer. ..... 

No.  3.    One  God  and  One  Mediator. 

No.  4.    The  Apostles'  Creed,  as  contained  in  their  Public  Dis 
courses.  ..... 

No.  5.    Two  Objections  to  the  right  and  duty  of  Free  Inquiry 
and  Private  Judgment  answered.    By  Jonathan  May 
neWa    ••.■•• 

No.  6.    Suggestions  respecting  the  Formation  of  Auxiliaries 
to  the  A.  U.  A* 

No.  7.    Funeral  Consolations.    By  Thomas  Emlyn.     . 

No.  8.    A  Pastoral  Letter  by  a  Unitarian  Minister. 

No.  9.     Ejaculatory  Prayer,  Daily  Use  of  Scripture.     By  Jo- 
seph Tuckerman.        .... 

No.  10.    On  Revivals.    By  Jonathan  Farr.  .     . 

No.  11.    Twenty  Questions  to  Trinitarians,  with  Answers  from 
Scripture.    By  James  Kay. 

No.  12.    A  Funeral  Address.    By  Rev.  Samuel  Ripley. 


2 

2 


2 
8 

2 

2 
2 

2 
1 


i^DEX    TO    VOLUME    XIV. 


A. 

American  Unitirian  Association, 
its  Sixteenth  Report,  821. 

Auxiliary  Associations,  the  num- 
ber formed  the  past  year,  S31. 


B. 


Barrett,  Rev.  Samuel,  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  him  by  the  Ameri" 
can  Unitarian  Association,  828. 

Book  and  Pamphlet  Society,  some 
account  of  it,  331. 

Boston,  a  new  Society  formed 
there  the  past  year,  834. 


C. 


Coundliorsof  the  American  Uni- 
tarian Association,  827. 

Clarke,  Rev.  James  F.,  his  re- 
marks at  the  Annual  Meeting, 
857. 

"  Creeds,  the  foes  of  heavenly 
faith,"  Liverpool  Controversy, 
903. 

**  Christ  crucified  and  Christ  glo- 
rified," Livei|»ool  Controversy, 
276. 

Cbanning,  Rev.  Dr.,  his  Tract, 
*'  The  Power  of  Unitarian 
Christianity  to  produce  an  en- 
lightened and  fervent  Piety," 
89. 

Council  of  the  American  Unita- 
tarian  Association,  its  Officers 
and  Committees,  361. 
Christianity  not  the  property  of 
Critics  and  Scholars,"  Liver- 
pool Controversy,  272. 

VOL.  XIV. — NO,  167. 


D. 


C( 


«4 


First  Disciples,"  Liverpool  Con- 
troversy, 266. 

<■  Doctrine  of  the  Cross,"  page  1. 
I.  I  ^  back  to  the  time  of  the 
Crucifixion,  and  first  look  at  the 
subject  from  that  point  of  ob- 
servation. II.  Let  me  now 
endeavor  to  show,  in  the  second 
place,  how  the  death  Christ 
contributes  directly,  and  pow- 
erfully, to  the  accomplishment 
of  this  object  III.  In  the 
third  place,  the  death  of  Christ 
abolished  the  distinction  be- 
tween Jews  and  Gentiles.  IV. 
Once  more.  It  was  necessary 
that  the  Savior  should  die  for 
his  own  sake,  with  reference 
to  his  own  personal  benefit 

«  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity,"  Liv- 
erpool Controversy,  289. 

Destitute  Societies,  some  account 
of  Uiem,  332. 


£. 


ElUs,  Rev.  George  £.,  his  Tract, 
183. 

Eddy,  Samuel,  LL.  D.,  his  Tract, 
217. 

Executive  Committee  of  the 
American  Unitarian  Associa- 
tion, 326. 


F. 


Fox,  Rev.  Thomas  B.,  his  Tract, 

83. 
Francis,  Rev.  Dr.,  828. 

6 
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o. 

(Gray,  Rev.  Frederick  T.,  181. 

Giles,  Rev.  Mr.,  selections  from 
his  Lectures  (4th,  276,  8th, 
295, 10th,  303,  12th,  311)  on 
the  Liverpool  Controversy. 

•**  Greater  differences  of  Opinion 
among  Trinitarians  than  among 
Unitarians,"  Liverpool  Contro- 
versy, 313. 

H. 

"  How  to  Spend  Holy  Time." 

In  two  Chapters,  161. 
Hill,  Rev.  Alonzo,  his  remarks 

at  the  Annual  Meeting,  343. 


J. 


"  Individual  Faith,"  188.  I.  It 
is  a  question  often  put  into  the 
mouths  of  half-converted  sav- 
ages, and  of  some  undecided 
members  of  the  Christian  com- 
munity, —  how  can  I  tell  what 
mode  of  belief,  or  what  set  of 
doctrines  is  the  right  one,  see- 
ing that  you  all  differ  among 
yourseflves?  1.  First  of  all, 
in  endeavoring  to  arrive  at 
some  convictions  in  our  minds 
as  to  the  tenets  of  belief  com- 
mon to  all  Christians,  or  to  se- 
lect among  the  disputed  points 
where  Christians  differ  in  opin- 
ion, we  must  feel  a  personal 
interest  in  the  matter.  2.  A 
second  condition  to  this  end  is, 
that  each  of  us  use  the  means 
which  exist  in  ourselves  and 
in  our  own  reach,  for  thinking 
out  and  lestablishing  our  re- 
ligious convictions.  3.  In  the 
third  and  last  condition  must 
be  comprised  the  purpose  not 
only  of  all  occasions  for  religious 


instruction,  but  the  faithful  use 
of  the  other  well  assured  means 
for  forming  and  strengthening 
our  convictions  —  prayer  and 
the  study  of  the  Bible,  sym- 
pathy with  and  respect  for  the 
faith  of  others.  II.  Our  sec- 
ond topic  is,  to  what  degree 
we  may  properly  confine  our 
sympathy  to  the  interests  of 
our  distinguishing  religious 
opinions,  and  to  thc»e  who  hold 
them  with  us.  1.  First,  then, 
what  is  our  own  faith  ?  2. 
The  manner  in  which  we  have 
obtained  our  faith  will  aid  us 
in  deciding  how  far  we  may 
feel  exclusively  attached  to  it 
3.  Finally,  the  degree  of  affec- 
tion and  interest  which  we 
severally  feel  for  our  own  pe- 
culiar faith  —  will  aid  us  to 
decide  the  extent  to  which  we 
may  carry  our  exclusive  sym- 
pathy for  it. 
"  Importance  of  faith,"  &c»,  Liv- 
erpool Controversy,  296. 


J. 


"  Jesus  the  Representative  of  the 
Deity."  Liverpool  Controver- 
sy, 280. 


L. 


Life  members  of  the  American 
Unitarian  Association.  The 
number  added  to  the  list  during 
the  year  ending  May  26, 1841. 
332. 

M. 

Martineau,  Rev.  Mr.,  selections 
from  his  Lectures,  (2d,  266, 
6th.  280,  6lh,  282,  11th,  307. 
and  13th,  312.)  on  the  Liver- 
pool Controversy. 

/ 
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"  Mao  born  upright."  I.  How 
shall  we  ascertain  the  place 
man  occupies  in  the  scale  of 
Creation  ?  Evidently  by  a  sur- 
vey of  its  inherent  properties. 
II.  I  have  spoken  thus  far  of 
our  nature  in  the  light  of  rea- 
son, and  as  manifested  by  the 
legitimate  exercise  of  its  pow- 
ers and  capacities.  The  view 
we  have  thus  been  led  to  take 
of  it  is  amply  sustained  by  the 
Scriptures.     245. 

Morrison,  Rev.  John  H.,  his 
Tract,  197- 

Maz2ey,  Rev.  A.  B.,  hl3  Tract, 
245. 

Missionary  operations.  Annual 
Report,  333.     . 

N. 

««  New  Birth,"  181.  1st.  Some 
account  of  Nicodcmus.  2d. 
That  to  be  regenerated  or  born 
a^ain  is  necessary  to  all  man- 
kind. 3d.  How  may  we  be 
assured  that  we  have  passed 
through  this  change  ourselves  ? 

New  Societies,  Annual  Report, 
834. 

Nichols,  Rev.  Dr.,  his  remarks  at 
the  Anniversary,  838. 


O. 


Officers  of  the  American  Unita- 
rian Association,  326. 

«« One  thing  needful,"  83.  I.Man 
needs  religion,  because  this  life 
is  a  state  of  discipline  and  full 
of  temptation.  II.  Man  needs 
religion  because  he  is  afflicted. 
III.  Man  needs  religion  be- 
cause be  is  immortal. 


P. 


Jt€ 


Personality  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
Uve([pool  Controversy,  299. 


**  Power  of  Unitarian  Christianity 
to  produce  an  enlightened  and 
fervent  piety,"  89.  Unitarian- 
ism  is  a  system  most  favorable 
to  piety^  because  it  presents  to 
the  mind  one,  and  only  one,  In- 
finite person,  to  whom  supreme 
homage  is  to  be  paid — because 
it  holds  forth  and  preserves  in- 
violate the  spirituality  of  God — 
because  it  presents  a  distinct 
and  intelligible  object  of  wor- 
ship— by  asserting  the  absolute 
and  unbounded  perfection  of 
God's  character — because  it  ac- 
cords with  our  nature,  with  the 
world  around  and  the  world 
within  us — by  opening  the 
mind  to  new  and  ever  enlarg- 
ing views  of  God — by  the  high 
place  it  assigns  to  piety  in  the 
character  and  work  of  Jesus 
Christ — and  by  meeting  the 
wants  of  the  sinner. 

<«0u  Prayer,"  199.  I.  In  the 
first  place  we  should  pray  for 
outward  gifts.  II.  While  we 
pray  for  Uie  gifts  of  this  life, 
the  desire  of  spiritual  improve- 
ment, which  might  otherwise 
be  chilled  or  stitled,  is  brought 
out  III.  I  have  spoken  of 
prayer  as  a  means  in  the  pur- 
.auit  of  temporal  and  spiritual 
attainments. 

Q. 

Quincy,  Illinois,  some  account  of 
the  new  church  in  that  place, 
834. 

R. 

Receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
American  Unitarian  Associa- 
tion in  1840  and  1841,  323. 

"Reasons  offered  by  Samuel 
Eddy,  LL.  D.,  late  Chief  Jus- 
lice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
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Rhode  Island,  for  his  opinions 
to  the  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Pt-ovidence,  from  which  he 
was  compelled  to  withdraw  for 
Heterodoxy,"  217.  • 

"  Retribution  hereafter,"  Liver- 
pool Controversy,  310. 

Rice,  Henry,  Esq.,  an  abstract  of 
his  Report,  323. 


S. 


€€ 


«C 


Scripture  doctrine  of  Regener- 
ation, 49.  1st.  By  whose 
agency  is  regeneration  brought 
about  ?  2dly.  Does  it  produce  or 
suppose,  any  essential  change 
in  our  natures,  meaning  by 
'*  nature,"  our  intellectual  and 
moral  constitution,  or,  as  it  was 
called  by  the  older  writers, 
"  our  make  ?"  3dly.  By  what 
means  is  it  to  be  effected?  4thly. 
What  is  the  nature,  or  general 
description  of  the  effect  it  pro- 
duces upon  the  character  ? 
Sin,"  Liverpool  Controversy, 
307. 

T. 


his  Lectures  (l8t,2GS,  8d,  272, 

and  7th,  289)  on  the  Liverpool 

Controversy. 
Treasurer's  Report  of  Receipts 

and  Expenditures,  823. 
Tract  Department,  328. 
Tracts,  index  of  all  the  volumes, 

870. 

U. 

Unitarianism  defined  and  defend- 
ed, 261. 

Upham,  Rev.  C.  W.,  his  Tract, 
49. 

V. 

Vernon,  N.  Y.,  a  new  society 
formed  there  the  past  year,  334. 

*<  Vicarious  Redemption,"  Liv- 
erpool Controversy,  282. 

W. 

Waterston,  Rev  Mr.  his  remarks 
at  the  Annual  Meeting,  248. 

«  What  is  it  to  be  a  Chnstian  ?" 
Liverpool  Controversy,  268. 


Thorn,  Rev.  Mr.,  selections  from 
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SEVENTEENTH   ANNIVERSARY. 


The  American  Unitarian  Association  celebrated  its 
seventeenth  anniversary  on  Tuesday  evening,  May  24th, 
1842.  The  members  met  for  the  transaction  of  business 
at  seven  o'clock,  in  the  Berry  Street  Vestry,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Nichols,  President,  in  the  chair. 

Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  (the  members  having 
been  detained  at  another  meeting,)  the  reading  of  the 
records  of  the  last  annual  meeting  was  omitted. 

The  Treasurer's  Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expendi- 
tarea  was  then  presented  and  accepted. 


Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditures  or  thb 

American    Unitarian    Association,    from 

Mat  25,  1841,  to  May  24,  1842. 

RECEIPTS. 
Balanee  in  the  Treasury,  May  25, 1841,  per  ac- 

eount  rendered, $7^  ^ 

From  Auxiliary  Societies  and  Sabscriptions,  .  2753  62 
**  Life  Members,  .  .  .  .  .  805  00 
*•  Donations  from  Societies  and  Individuals,  195  25 
•*     Sale  of  Tracts, 482  17 
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From  Sttbwriben  to  the  Oenertl  Agency,  .      60  00 

**    Individuals  to  aid  in  building  Churches  in 

the  West, aOO  00 

•<    do.  m  aid  of  Unitarian  Missions  in  the  West,     28  85 
**    American  Unitarian  Association,  amount 
transferred,  being  part  of  the  Interest  of 
the  Permanent  Fund,       ....    700  00 


4784  89 
$5487  87 


EXPENDITURES. 

For  Printing  and  Binding  Tracts,  and  Paper, 

Incidental  Expenses, 

Salary  of  the  General  Agent  for  one  year,  . 
Traveling  Expenses  of  the  General  Agent, 
Rent  of  Office  one  year,      .... 
Book  Agency,      ..••*. 
Aid  of  Unitarian  Society,  Hillsboro',  lU.      . 
•«               "        Quincy,      «« 
Calais,  Me. 
Frankfort,  Me.    • 
Topsham,  Me.     . 
Rev.  Mr.  Whitman's  Society,  Port- 
land, Me 

Unitarian  Society,  Saco,  Me.    . 
"  "        Gloucester, 

"  ««        Chelsea, 

*«  •<        MansfieM,   . 

"  ««        Rowe, 

"  **        Brooklyn,  Conn.  . 


(C 


« 


« 


c< 


c« 


<« 


1411  13 

174  64 

1800  00 

100  00 

200  00 

80  00 

200  00 

60  00 

50  00 

100  00 

75  00 

100  00 

50  00 

50  00 

50  00 

50  00 

25  00 

50  00 

m  JVhD  Fori,  IttmmSf  tmd  Witemumf  vixt 

Rev.  J.  Harrington,  Jr.         ....  20 

"    George  Moore, 50 

«<   J.  P.  Storer, 20 

««          ««             100 

«    AloozoHiU, 50 
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Rev.  Dr.  Tbompaon 80 

«<    Charles  Farley, 26 

"    F.  A.  WbiOiey 85 

««    A.  H.  Conant, 100 

480  00 
4996  T7 

Balance,  f  492  10 

HENRY   RICE,   Treasurer. 
Bpitan,  May  24, 1842. 


The  following  sums  have  been  appropriated  by  the  Executive 
Committee,  but  not  yet  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  viz. 


For  Unitarian  Society  at  Calais,  Me. 
•'  "  '«  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

"  "  "  Chelsea,  . 

•*  "  "  Cabotville, 

••  •«  «  Manchester,  N.  H. 

"  •*  "  Lincoln,  . 


$50 
250 

50 
200 
100 

50 


$700  00 


Boston,  June  27,   1842.    The  subscribers  have  ex- 

mmioed  the  above  account,  and  find  it  correctly  cast  and 

properly  vouched. 

Thomas  Tarbeli..  >  ^^.,^, 
JONATHAN  Howe,   ^ 


The  following  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  then 
chosen. 
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OFFICERS 

or   THE 

AMERICAN    UNITARIAN    ASSOCIATION. 

1842  —  43. 

PRESIDENT. 

Rev.  IcHABOD  Nichols,  D.  D.,  Me. 

▼ICE      PBESIDENTB. 

Hon.  Joseph  Lyman,  Mass. 

('     Jonathan  Phillips,  Mass. 

"     Charles  H.  Atherton,  N.  H. 

"    Stephen  Longfellow,  Me. 
Henrt  Wheaton,  Esq.  N.  Y. 
James  Taylor,  Esq.  Penn. 
Henry  Payson,  Esq.  Md. 
Hon.  William  Cranch,  D.  C. 
Martin  L.  Hurlburt,  Esq.  Penn. 
Hon.  Samuel  S.  Wilde,  Mass. 

«'     Samuel  Hoar,  *' 

"     Richard  Sullivan,    *' 

*'    Lemuel  H.  Arnold,  R.  I. 
Benjamin  Bakrwell,  Esq.  Penn. 
H.  J.  Huidekoper,  Esq.  Penn. 

executive    committee. 

Rev.  Artemas  B.  Muzzey,  ^ 
"    George  E.  Ellis,        V  Direciors. 
*'    Nathaniel  Hall,        j 

Rev.  Charles  Brioob,  Oeneral  Secretary. 
"    Samuel  K.  Lothrop,  Assistant  Secretary. 

Henry  P.  Fairbanks,  Esq.  Treasurer. 
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Agreeably  to  the  lOth  Article  of  the  CoDstitution,  the 
following  gentlemen  were  then  chosen  Councillors  of 
the  American  Unitarian  Association. 


Francis  Alger,  Esq. 
William  T.  Andrews,  Esq. 
R.  W.  Bailey, 
Isaiah  Bangs,  Esq. 
N.  A.  Barrett,  Esq. 
Rev.  Samuel  Barrett, 
Rev.  Andrew  Bigelow, 
Alden  Bradford,  Esq. 
William  Brigham,  Esq. 
R  Cobb,  Esq. 
C.  K.  Dillaway,  Esq. 
Hon.  S.  Fairbanks, 
Re?.  F.  A.  Farley, 
Albert  Fearing,  Esq. 
Dr.  J.  F.  Flagg, 
C.  Francis,  D.  D. 
Rot.  Ezra  S.  Gannett, 
Rev.  F.  W.  P.  Greenwood, 
S.  Greele,  Esq. 
Rot.  James  D,  Green, 
Rev.  £.  B.  Hall, 
Rev.  Alonzo  Hill, 
James  Kendall,  D.  D. 
John  Lamson,  Esq. 
Peter  Mackintosh,  Esq. 
Samael  May,  Esq. 
Rev.  Henry  A.  Miles, 
Rev.  J.  H.  Morison, 


Rev.  Samael  Osgood, 
John  Owen,  Esq. 
Francis  Parkman,  D.  D. 
Rev.  Ephraim  Peabody, 
Hon.  Jonathan  Phillips, 
Hon.  Stephen  C.  Phillips, 
Rev.  J.  Pierpont, 
John  Prentiss,  Esq. 
L.  G.  Pray,  Esq. 
Wm.  Pomroy,  Esq. 
Rev.  George  Putnam, 
Henry  Rice,  Esq. 
Rev.  C.  Robbins, 
John  G.  Rogers,  Esq. 
Henry  B.  Rogers, 
Bejamin  Seaver,  Esq. 
W.  R.  Sumner,  Esq. 
Rev.  C.  Stetson, 
Hon.  R.  Sullivan, 
Robert  G.  Shaw,  Esq. 
Rev.  Moses  G.  Thomas, 
Rev.  J.  W.  Thompson, 
James  Walker,  D.  D. 
Henry  Ware,  Jr.  D.  D. 
Rev.  Jason  Whitman, 
Hon.  Sidney  Willard, 
Rev.  A.  Young. 
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Henry  Rice,  Esq.  having  declined  a  re-electioHi  the 
following  vote,  presented  by  Rev.  Mr.  Thayer,  of  fieverly, 
was  passed :  — 

Voted,  That  the  thanks  of  this  body  be  returned  to 
Henry  Rice,  Esq.,  for  his  long,  devoted,  and  gratuitous 
services  as  Treasurer  of  this  Association. 


Robert  Waterston  and  Prince  Hawes,  Esqs.,  were 
chosen  Trustees  of  the  Permanent  Fund  of  the  Associa- 
tion. 


At  half  past  seven  o'clock  the  Association  proceeded 
to  the  Federal  Street  Church  to  attend  the  public  exer- 
cises of  the  occasion.  Prayers  were  offered  by  Rev. 
Samuel  Ripley,  of  Waltham.  After  which  the  Report 
of  the  Executive  Committee  was  read  by  the  General 
Secretary. 


SEVENTEENTH   ANNUAL    REPORT 

OF   THE 

EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE. 


The  Executive  Committee,  in  presenting  the  Seven- 
teenth Annual  Report,  would  congratulate  the  members 
of  the  Association  on  its  prosperous  condition.  During 
the  past  year  a  wider  field  of  usefulness  has  been  opened; 
and  friends  and  benefactors  to  the  work  in  which  we  are 
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engaged  ba^e  been  multiplied.  A  kind  Pro?idence  bas, 
indeed,  blessed  our  labors,  and  demands  of  us  expressions 
of  gratitude.  We  feel  that  we  are  engaged  in  a  truly 
benevolent  and  boly  cause.  Our  great  purpose  is,  the 
diffusion  of  Christian  truth,  the  promotion  of  practical 
religion,  and  the  advancement  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ. 
The  objects  of  the  Association  are  now  mostly  of  a  mis- 
sionary character.  We  wish  to  express  Christian  sympa- 
thy to  all  who  are  denied  the  religious  privileges  We 
enjoy,  to  throw  open  the  closed  doors  of  churches  in  all 
the  destitute  societies  of  the  denomination,  to  send  min- 
isters of  the  Gospel  into  the  waste  places  of  Zion,  and 
provide  sustenance  for  those  whose  souls  are  ready  to 
perish. 

THACT    DEPABTMENT. 

We  have  devoted  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  the  Tract 
department  \  and  aimed  to  adapt  our  tracts  to  the  wants 
of  the  times.  And  we  are  happy  to  find  that  they  have 
been  instrumental  of  much  good,  have  removed  prejudice, 
dispelled  doubt,  and  inspired  many  with  a  deeper  sense  of 
religion.  We  learn  from  our  missionaries  and  other  cor- 
respondents, that  there  is  an  increasing  demand  for  them 
in  every  part  of  the  country.  They  are  a  great  source  of 
comfort  and  improvement  to  thousands,  and  especially  to 
those,  who  have  \e(i  their  homes  and  churches  in  New 
England,  and  gone  into  the  new  parts  of  our  country, 
where  they  never  hear  the  sound  of  the  Sabbath  bell, 
and  seldom  the  voice  of  the  preacher ;  and  where  their 
greatest  want  is  a  religious  one. 

One  of  our  preachers  in  the  West,  Rev.  Mr.  Harring- 
ton, remarks  thus  respecting  them.   ' '  Afler  I  have  preached 


10  SEYBNTEEMTH  ANNUAL  KEPORT.  250 

in  a  '  new  place/  on  some  point  of  doctrine  perhaps,  I 
ask  the  congregation  if  they  will  carefully  read  certain 
Tracts,  which  I  have  to  distribute.  There  is  always  a 
more  than  willingness  to  receive  them.  In  this  way  a 
hundred  or  more  may  be  disposed  of  at  a  time.  Of  those 
which  you  send  us,  I  intend  to  keep  an  account  of  the 
distribution,  to  ascertain,  as  far  as  possible,  the  effect  of 
their  messages.  I  wish  to  prove  to  you,  that  they  speak 
effectually,  and  are  received  graciously." 

Another  preacher  in  that  part  of  the  country,  Rev.  Mr, 
Moore,  gives  a  striking  instance  of  the  power  of  these 
Tracts  upon  the  mind  and  heart  of  an  individual  who 
had  read  them.  "  He  seemed,  he  says,  like  one  just 
emerged  from  a  state  of  darkness  into  marvellous  light. 
Our  system  of  faith  was  altogether  a  different  thing  from 
what  he  had  heard  it  represented  by  religionists.  Now 
this  man,  he  adds,  is  a  representative  of  a  large  class  of 
men  throughout  the  West,  who  cannot  receive  the  gospel 
in  that  mode  in  which  it  is  usually  presented,  but  who 
will  receive  it  in  a  rational  mode.  Such  men  are  to  be 
affected,  as  this  man  has  been,  by  means  of  our  Tracts, 
which  are  very  efficient  preachers." 

We  have  published  the  past  year  from  60  to  70,000 
Tracts  ;  and  new  editions  of  six.  This  is  a  larger  number 
than  we  have  published  in  any  previous  year. 

They  are  on  the  following  subjects; 

*•  The  Death  of  Christ,"  by  Rev.  Geo.  G.  IngersoU. 
<*  Uuitarianism  a  Devotional  Faith,"  and  *'  Unitarian- 
ism  a  Benevolent  Faith,"  by  Rev.  J.  Scott  Porter. 
"The  Coming  o/  Christ,"  by  Rev.  A.  P.  Peabody. 
"  Short  Prayers  for  the  Morning  and  Evening  of  Everj 
Day  in  the  Week."     <*  On  the  Uses  of  the  Communion^ 
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and  the  Propriety  of  a  General  Attendance  upon  it/'  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Dewey.  "  How  is  it  that  ye  have  no  Faith/ 
by  Rev.  Henry  A.  Miles.  **  Domestic  Worship/'  by  Rev. 
Caleb  Stetson.  "  The  Apparent  Darkness  of  God's  Prov- 
idence/' by  Rev.  Dr.  Brazer.  ••  Sympathy  in  Congrega- 
tions/' by  Rev.  Frederick  A.  Farley.  "  The  Unitarian's 
Appeal/'  by  Rev.  S.  G.  Bulfinch.  —  These,  together  with 
the  Annual  Report,  constitute  the  15th  volume  of  our 
Tracts. 

BOOK   AND    PAMPHLBT    SOCIETY. 

The  Book  and  Pamphlet  Society  has  always  been  more 
or  less  connected  with  us  in  its  operations.  It  has  fur- 
nished its  depository  in  a  great  measure  with  our  publi- 
cations ;  and  has  thus  essentially  aided  us.  It  has  been 
extensively  useful  the  past  year ;  having  circulated  from 
18  to  20,000  Tracts,  besides  a  large  number  of  Books. 

BOOKS     FOB     THE    WEST. 

There  has  recently  been  an  increased  interest  in  the 
moral  condition  of  the  denomination  ;  and  particularly 
in  that  of  our  brethren  at  the  West.  Besides  other  mani- 
festations of  this  interest,  it  may  be  seen  in  the  aid  af- 
forded them  by  donations  of  Books,  Periodicals,  and 
Tracts.  Within  the  last  three  months  there  have  been 
sent  to  the  Secretary  for  gratuitous  distribution  in  the 
West,  fcom  25  to  30,000  copies  of  Books,  Tracts,  &c. 
The  most  of  which  have  been  sent  into  New  York,  Penn- 
sylvania, Ohio,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Illinois,  and  Iowa 
Territory. 

One  of  our  missionaries  in  Illinois,  to  whom  a  large 
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number  of  these  books  were  sent,  says,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary.  *'  I  would  express  to  each  and  all,  who  have 
thus  remembered  our  wants,  our  fervent  gratitude,  and 
our  hope  that  they  will  receive  a  rich  reward,  not  only  in 
the  satisfaction  which  attends  a  generous,  noble  action, 
but  in  the  success  which  shall  attend  their  efforts  to  dis> 
seminate  those  views  of  religion,  which  have  brought 
peace  and  joy  to  their  own  hearts.  They  have  not  only 
our  blessing,  but  the  blessing  of  God.  And  when  they 
and  we  have  finished  our  earthly  course,  the  truths  which 
we  cherish  will  live  and  glow  with  a  still  brighter  efful- 
gence to  enlighten  and  bless  the  world." 

BOOK    AOENCT. 

It  was  recommended  by  the  Council  of  the  Associa- 
tion, at  their  last  annual  meeting,  that  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee should  appoint  an  Agent  to  go  into  all  our  towns 
and  villages,  and  supply  the  denomination  with  such 
books  as  are  needed.  And  we  would  remark,  that  such 
an  agent  has  been  appointed,  and  has  for  several  months 
been  engaged  in  the  duties  of  his  agency.  We  should  be 
happy  to  give  some  account  of  the  progress  he  has  made ; 
but,  owing  to  his  unexpected  absence  at  this  time,  it  is 
not  in  our  power. 

AUXILIARY    ASSOCIATIONS. 

As  our  means  of  usefulness  are,  in  a  great  measare, 
derived  from  Auxiliary  Associations  ;  and  as  these  asso- 
eiations  are  instrumental  in  promoting  Christian  know- 
ledge  and  piety  among  their  members,  the  Committee 
have  been  desirous  of  seeing  them  multiplied.  The  Sec* 
rotary  has,  therefore,  made  it  an  ii^portant  object  to  de* 
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liirer  addresses,  and  aid  in  establishing  them.  They  are 
generdJj  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  a  deeper  interest 
appears  to  be  manifested  in  them  than  formerly. 

The  Dorober  formed  and  re-organized  during  the  year, 
is  thirty.  Others  have  been  visited,  and  a  correspondence 
has  been  carried  on  with  most  of  them. 

LIFE    MEMBERS. 

The  number  added  to  the  list  of  life  members  is  twelve, 
making  in  all  three  hundred  and  eighty-six.  They  are 
the  following : 

Joseph  M.  Smith,  Esq.,  Boston  ;  Rev.  Jason  Whitman, 
Portland,  Me. ;  Rev.  Curtis  Cutler,  Peterboro',  N.  H. ; 
Hon.  Joseph  Davis,  Northboro' ;  Dea.  Ezra  Abbot,  Wil- 
ton, N.  H. ;  Rev.  John  Park  man,  Dover,  N.  H. ;  Samuel 
B.  King,  Esq.,  Taunton ;  Geo.  A.  Crocker,  Esq.,  Taun- 
ton; Rev.  J.  I.  T.  Coolidge,  Boston  ;  Rev.  C.  C.  Shack- 
ford,  Boston ;  Rev.  E.  H.  Sears,  Lancaster  ;  and  Mrs. 
Abigail  Manley,  Boston. 

DESTITUTE    SOCIETIES. 

By  an  extensive  correspondence  we  have  learned  the 
religious  wants  of  the  denomination  ;  and  are  more  and 
more  convinced  of  the  importance  and  duty  of  supplying 
them. 

The  Secretary  has  devoted  a  portion  of  his  time  to  vis- 
iting destitute  societies.  The  number  of  such  societies, 
or  of  societies  needing  temporary  assistance,  in  New  Eng- 
land, is  not  far  fromfiAy.  Many  of  them  are  old  societies, 
and  have  been  weakened  by  sectarian  influences.  They 
are  struggling  on,  and  struggling  hard  to  maintain  public 
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worship ;  but  find  it  tmpossiblty  imliesB  some  aid  is  afford* 
ed  them.  And  they  feel  that  they  must  look  to  us,  aod 
us  alone,  for  the  helj^  they  need.  Some  of  these  societies 
are  obliged  to  close  their  churches  a  pvt  of  the  year. 
This  is  a  i^ivation  which  can  hardly  be  understood  by 
those  who  have  never  experienced  it.  It  is  painful  to  see 
a  church  closed  on  the  Sabbath ;  and  the  people  of  a  vil* 
lage  indolendy  and  unprofitabiy  passing  away  the  hours 
of  that  holy  day.  The  moral  influence  is  bad  upon  all, 
and  especially  upon  the  young. 

We  deeply  sympathize  with  those  of  our  brethren  who 
are  thus  deprived  of  privileges  most  dear  to  their  hearts. 
And  we  sincerely  hope  that  ample  means  for  relieving 
their  wants  will,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  be  put  into  our 
hands. 

We  have  afforded  aid  the  past  year  directly,  and  by 
the  services  of  our  missionaries,  to  twenty-four  destitute 
societies.  Of  these,  fourteen  were  in  New  England,  four 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  six  in  the  Western  States. 


MISSIONARY     OPERATIONS. 

It  has  been  a  leading  object  with  the  Committee  U> 
find  out  the  most  important  places  for  missionary  opera- 
tions, and  to  supply  them  with  good  and  devoted  minis- 
ters. The  field  for  such  operations  is,  indeed,  large ;  for 
there  are  communities  of  Christians  of  our  faith  in  almost 
every  part  of  the  United  States,  who  are  suffering  for 
want  of  religious  instruction,  and  who  are  willing  to 
make  many  and  great  sacrifices  for  the  support  of  Christ* 
ian  institutions.     It  is  believed  that  there  are  at  least  fiAy 
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places,  besides  those  in  New  Englaod,  ynhere  our  missioi^ 
aries  are  wanted,  a&d  where  they  might  labor  with  great 
success.  A  call  for  .them  comes  to  us  from  the  length 
and  breadth  of  our  lasd,  from  Georgia,  Alabama,  and 
Florida,  at  the  south,  aad  from  Missouri,  Iowa,  and  Can* 
ada,  at  the  West  and  North.  Our  neighbors  and  friends, 
our  brothers  and  children,  have  gone  from  New  England 
into  the  new  and  distant  parts  of  the  country.  They  still 
cherish  the  faith  of  their  fathers.  They  sigh  for  the 
churches  they  left  behind  them,  and  lor  such  religious 
instruction  as  accords  with  their  views  and  feelings.  And 
in  their  destitution  ihey  look  to  us  for  aid.  They  look  to 
us  as  brethren  and  friends,  as  Christians  of  the  like  pre- 
cious faith ;  and  they  feel,  and  justly  too,  that  they  have 
claims  upon  us.  It  is  to  such  that  we  have  sent  mission* 
aries.  And  our  only  regret  is,  that  we  have  been  able  to 
send  so  few;  that  so  large  a  portion  of  the  Vineyard 
should  be  left  wiihovt  a  hand  to  cultivale  it 

We  are  not  supplying  half  the  wants  we  see  and  sym* 
pathize  with  ;  nor  doing  half  the  good  we  might,  had  we 
the  means.  And  if  you  will  put  into  our  hands  double 
the  funds  we  now  have  at  our  disposal,  we  will  show  you 
by  oar  next  Annual  Report,  that  they  have  all  been  use* 
fully  expended;  have  relieved  pressing  wants;  caused 
the  hearts  of  many  to  rejoice ;  and  brought  many  nearer 
to  their  Savior  aad  their  God. 

The  number  of  missionaries  employed  by  us  the  past 
jear,  for  longer  or  shorter  periods,  is  twelve.  Their  in- 
structions have  been  gratefully  received,  and  their  labors 
have  been  blessed. 

We  might  quote  largely  from  our  correspondence  to 
show  the  importance  of  Western  missions,  and  that  we 
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ha?e  not  labored  in  vain  to  support  them.  A  few  ex- 
tracts, however,  from  a  letter  of  one  of  oar  missionaries. 
Rev.  Mr.  Conantt  will  suffice. 

*'  Your  Association,  he  remarks,  has  already  merited 
the  confidence  of  the  East,  and  the  gratitude  of  (he  West, 
for  what  has  been  effected  by  jour  timely  and  generous 
aid.  Many  of  the  small  societies  which  were  springing 
up  in  our  Western  cities  and  towns  have  thus  been  kept 
in  existence,  and  have  since  become  not  only  able  to  sus- 
tain themselves  without  farther  assistance,  but  to  con* 
tribute  in  turn  to  the  cause  of  benevolence,  and  the 
spread  of  truth  and  righteousness.  If  the  people  of  the 
East  had  a  just  idea  of  the  present  condition  of  the  West, 
and  the  vast  amount  of  good  that  might  be  effected  by 
tiaaely  action,  I  have,  fh>m  my  knowledge  of  their  liberal- 
ity, the  fullest  assurance  that  your  Association  would  not 
want  the  means  to  afford  all  necessary  aid  to  our  desti- 
tute societies,  and  to  those  places  where  societies  are 
needed,  and  may  easily  be  established  by  a  little  well  di- 
rected effort 

<<  Few  in  New  England  are,  or  can  be  made,  fully  sen- 
sible of  their  duty  to  the  West.  Their  sons  and  brothers 
are  here ;  many  of  them  struggling  amidst  the  difficulties 
of  first  settlement  to  establish  the  literary,  moral,  and  re- 
ligious institutions  of  their  early  home,  rendered  doubly 
dear  by  surrounding  trials  and  the  contrast  of  former 
privileges  with  present  privations.  —  Multitudes  are  living 
destitute  of  religious  instruction,  (or  any  thing  which  de» 
serves  the  name,)  and  becoming  more  and  more  regard- 
less  of  religion,  and  fast  falling  into  habits  of  vice." 

'*  Men  may  regard  the  doings  of  your  Association  as 
comparatively  of  little  consequence ;  but  when  the  lem- 
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pest,  and  earthqoake,  and  fire  of  worldly  ambition  hate 
passed  by,  the  quiet  labors  in  which  you  have  been  en- 
gaged for  the  estaUishment  of  a  pure  and  elevating  faith, 
and  for  the  salvation  of  men,  will,  like  the  still  small 
▼oice,  declare  the  presence  of  the  Lord ;  and  men's  souls 
win  be  stirred  in  their  depths  by  the  truths  and  principles 
for  which  you  have  labored ;  while  the  principal  concerns 
and  anxieties  which  now  agitate  the  minds  of  men  will 
have  passed  into  oblivion." 

THE    PEOGBESS    OF    U  N  I  T  A  E  I  A  N  I  S  M  . 

The  Committee  have  taken  some  pains  to  learn  the  con- 
dition and  presets  of  the  denomination,  and  the  pro- 
gress our  views  are  making  in  this  country  and  in  En- 
rope.  And  we  are  happy,  from  authentic  sources,  to 
make  the  following  statement 

*'  In  1830,  there  was  not  a  single  congregation,  avow- 
edly Unitarian,  in  Ireland ;  now  there  are  thirty-nine ;  and 
the  number  continues  to  increase  every  year.'' 

**  In  1826,  Dr.  Chalmers  boasted  for  Scotland,  that  all 
the  Church  accommodation  possessed  by  Unitarians  in 
that  country  put  together  would  only  afford  seats  for  fif- 
teen hundred  people ;  and  that  one  half  of  them  were 
unoccupied.  This  boast  was  then  true.  Now,  a  single 
congregation  alone,  the  Glasgow  Unitarian  congregation. 
Bombers  a  body  of  people  connected  with  it,  greater  than 
Dr.  Chalmers  assigned,  sixteen  years  ago,  to  the  whole 
kingdom.  Eleven  other  societies  have  been  formed,  or 
revived,  and  there  is  a  clear  prospect  of  more  and  greater 
increase." 
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"  In  England,  it  is  only  twenty-foar  years  since  Parlia- 
ment  removed  the  penalties  by  which  the  profession  of 
Unitarian  opinions  was  visited.  There  are  now  in  Eng- 
land about  three  hundred  UnitaHan  oongregationsr ' 

**  On  the  continent  of  Europe.  Unitarian  Christianity 
is  steadily  on  the  increase.  In  Switzerland,  it  is,  and  ha» 
been  for  some  years,  triumphant  in  the  church  and  city  of 
Geneva,  the  chosen  abode  of  John  Calvin,  and  is  gaining 
ground  in  the  other  cantons.  In  France  it  is  making 
progress  among  the  Protestants.  Indeed,  in  every  coun- 
try of  Europe,  where  the  profession  of  religion  is  free. 
Unitarian  views  are  largely  held,  and  are  making  pro- 
gress. It  is  estimated,  that  in  Holland,  Switzerland, 
France,  and  Germany,  it  is  the  faith  of  not  less  than  one 
half  of  those,  who  have  renounced  the  Church  of  Rome." 

"  In  1825  the  whole  number  of  our  societies  in  the 
United  States,  i.  e.  of  Congregati<mal  Unitarian  Societies, 
was  one  hundred  and  twenty.  It  is  now  about  three  hun- 
dred. Besides  these,  there  are,  in  the  United  States,  nearly 
two  thousand  congregations  that  reject  the  Trinity  and  ito 
kindred  doctrines.  They  belong  diiefly  to  the  sects  denomi- 
nated Christians,  Universalists,  and  Frien^  or  Quakers.'' 

It  gives  us  pleasure  to  state,  that  measures  have  te- 
eenily  been  taken  in  Boston  to  raise  funds  sufficient  ta 
meet  the  spiritual  wants  <^  the  denomination.  The  oh- 
jects  to  be  accomplished  are  three ;  to  educate  young 
men  for  the  ministry ;  to  aid  destitute  societies ;  and  sup- 
port missionaries.  Most  of  the  funds,  which  shall  be 
raised,  will  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Society  for  the 
Promotion  of  Theological  Education,  the  Evangelical 
Missionary  Society,  and  this  Association.  This  truly 
Christian  movement  will,  we  trust,  be  seconded  in  all  our 
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soeieties.  It  originated  mtinly  with  a  few  devoted  lay- 
men, who  have  been  untiring  in  their  efforta  to  diffaae 
abroad  a  miaaionarj  spirit  that  we  may,  aa  a  class  of 
Christians,  do  all  that  belongs  to  as  in  the  great 
work  of  extending  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  and  bsf- 
ing  the  soals  of  men.  We  confidently  hope  that  this 
spirit  will  prevail  among  us ;  and  that  ere  long  its  fraits 
will  be  manifested.  Are  there  not,  we  ask,  great  re- 
sponsibilities resting  upon  us  ?  Does  not  the  command 
•r  oar  Savior,  to  "  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creih 
ture,"  extend  to  ns,  and  teach  as  a  roost  Important  duty? 
And  how  can  we  answer  it  to  our  consciences  and  to 
our  Ood,  nnless  we  manifest  a  deeper  interest  in  the 
moral  condition  of  our  fellow  beings,  and  do  more  for 
the  spread  of  the  gospel  and  the  salvation  of  men  7 

There  is  much  in  the  c6ndition  and  prospects  of  the 
denomination  at  this  time  that  is  encouraging,  and  much 
to  inspire  confidence  in  our  views  of  religion.  We  might 
speak  more  of  the  progress  of  these  views,  and  say 
ranch  that  might  be  interesting  about  the  multiplication 
of  societies  in  diftrent  parts  of  New  England,  at  the 
South  and  the  West ;  but  we  had  much  rather  speak  of 
what  is  infinitely  more  important,  oar  sptritaal  progress ; 
our  growth  in  grace»  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord 
and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ.  The  great  inqairy  with  us 
should  be,  are  we  Christians  7  Christians  not  in  name 
only,  but  in  deed  and  in  truth  7  Have  we  a  living  faith  7 
And  do  we  show  our  faith  by  our  works  7  Are  we  im- 
bued with  the  spirit  of  Christ  7  And  are  we  living  for 
God,  for  the  soul,  for  eternity  7 

There  is,  we  are  happy  to  learn  and  to  state,  an  un- 
osoal  interest  in  religion  throughout  the  denomination. 
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There  are  many  in  all  our  aocietied,  who  were  ne?er  eo 
macb  alive  to  the  interests  of  the  aonl  and  eternity,  who 
are  taking  deep  and  solemn  views  of  Christian  truth, 
and  inquiring  what  they  shall  do  to  be  saved.  The  spirit 
of  God  is  moving  in  our  churches.  It  is  devoutly  to  be 
wished  that  this  interest  may  increase  yet  more  and  more, 
and  become  universal  among  us ;  that  we  may  all  be, 
indeed,  the  sincere  and  devoted  followers  of  the  Savior ; 
such,  as  in  the  great  day  of  aeconnt,  he  will  own  and 
bless. 

We  cannot  close  without  referring  to  those  dispensa- 
tions of  Providence  which  have  recently  taken  from  thi« 
Association  several  of  its  valued  members  and  friends. 
Within  a  few  months  six  of  the  clergy  have  been  called 
from  their  duties  and  labors  on  earth  to  their  rest  and 
reward  in  heaven.  It  was  but  a  few  days  before  his 
death,  —  perhaps  the  last  time  his  venerable  form  was 
seen  along  our  streets, — that  the  moch  esteemed  Dr. 
Harris  called  at  the  office  of  the  Secretary,  to  do  some- 
thing  for  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  West.  And  the  last 
time  our  younger  brother,  the  beloved  Whitney,  raised 
his  voice  in  the  house  of  God,  it  was  to  recommend  to 
his  flock  the  objects  of  this  Association,  and  to  enlist 
their  sympathies  in  the  cause  of  missions. 

Divine  Providence,  in  these  dispensations,  qpeaks  to 
us,  —  to  us  all;  and  calls  us  to  Christian  watchfulness, 
to  increased  fidelity  in  duty,  and  to  an  immediate  per* 
formance  of  the  work  given  us  to  do. 
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RvY.  Mb.  Thomas,  moved  the  acceptance  of  the 
Report. 

He  rose,  he  said,  partly  to  break  the  momentary  pause 
which  followed  the  unexpected  announcement  from  the 
Chair  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  gentleman 
to  whom  all  were  expecting  to  listen,  and  partly  be- 
eaase  he  was  moved  to  do  so  by  the  interest  manifested 
In  the  crowded  attendance,  and  by  the  good  tidings  given 
in  the  Report  of  the  Secretary. 

From  these  manifestations  of  increasing  piety  and  ac- 
tivity in  the  Christian  cause,  Mr.  T.  adverted  to  a  single 
topic  in  the  Report  as  having  with  him  a  peculiar  interest. 

In  1826  he  had  visited  several  of  the  principal  cities 
west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  —  as  far  west  as  Mis* 
souri.  He  was  the  first  who  had  gone  beyond  Pittsburg 
in  connexion  with  this  Association.  Then  there  was  not 
a  single  Unitarian  Society  beyond  the  limits  of  Pennsyl- 
vania ;  and  all  that  he  was  able  to  do,  was  to  seek  out 
here  and  there  an  indi?idual  with  whom  to  deposit  a  few 
tracts,  and  to  engage  those  individuals  as  correspondents 
of  the  Association,  with  a  view  to  a  further  supply  of 
tracts,  provided  those  on  hand  should  be  disposed  of  He 
remarked  that  this  was  all  that  had  then  been  done  in 
connexion  with  the  Association  in  regard  to  Cincinnati, 
I^misville,  and  St.  Louis.  That  within  two  or  three 
years  he  had  revisited  some  portion  of  that  country, 
though  not  under  the  auspices  of  the  Association,  and 
had  found  ministers,  churches,  and  full  congregations 
established  for  years,  where  before  be  could  find  but  here 
and  there  an  individual,  that  recognized  the  faith  of  Unit- 
arian Christianity. 

Under  these  circumstances  that  portion  of  the  Report 
which  spoke  of  so  many  societies,  churches,  missionariesi 
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and  calls  for  misBionaries  all  orer  the  broad  West,  was  to 
him  a  demonstratioa  of  the  progress  of  gospel  truth,  most 
impressive  and  gratifying. 

Mr.  T.  closed  with  saying,  that  he  doubted  not  that 
the  new  life  and  devotedness  which  seemed  to  pervade 
our  denomination  here  at  the  East,  would  prove  the  beat 
guaranty  for  the  means  of  extended  missionary  operationB 
in  the  West,  where  they  were  so  gratefally  received,  and 
as  it  appeared  to  him,  so  wonderfully  efficient. 

Rev.  O.  A.  Brownson  of  Boston,  said :  —  With  yoor 
leave,  Mr.  President,  I  would  make  a  few  remarks.  I 
presume  my  rising  to  speak  is  wholly  unexpected.  One 
year  ago  I  little  thought  that  I  should  be  here  tonight 
for  the  purpose  of  addressing  this  meeting ;  and  coald  I 
have  been  then  assured  that  such  would  be  the  fact,  I  should 
have  been  not  less  surprised  than  1  presume  all  present 
are  to  hear  again  my  voice  in  this  place.  But,  sir,  we 
can  little  foresee  what  changes  Providence  has  in  store  for 
us.  I  had  fancied  that  I  should  never  rise  again  to  ad- 
dress a  meeting  of  Unitarians.  But  my  feelings  have 
undergone  no  slight  change  within  the  year  past,  and  I 
rise,  sir,  to  tell  you  how  truly  I  sympathize  with  the  pur- 
pose which  calls  us  together  this  evening,  how  deep  an 
interest  I  take  in  the  prosperity*  of  that  cause  to  which 
this  Association  stands  pledged. 

I  will  not  deny,  sir,  that  for  some  time  I  had  well  nigh 
despaired  of  the  Unitarian  movement.  I  felt  that  Unita^ 
rians  were  likely  to  prove  false  to  the  work  God  in  hia 
providence  had  given  them  to  do ;  that  they  would  abaii* 
don  their  efforts  to  bring  out  and  establish  for  the  world 
a  higher,  purer^  more  rational  and  yet  more  living  form 
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of  Christian  faith  than  bad  hitherto  obtained  ;  and  I  be- 
gan to  fear  that  for  long  ages  yet  mast  be  delayed  our 
hopes  of  seeing  Christ  reappear  in  his  glory,  and  for  long 
ages  yet  mast  the  world  be  given  up  to  the  dominion  of 
bigotry,  ignorance,  cant,  hypocrisy,  and  superstition.  In 
a  word,  sir,  I  despaired  of  Unitarianism,  and  pronounced 
it  dead.  I  was  wrong.  I  have  seen  within  the  last  few 
months,  I  see  here  to-night,  indubitable  proofii  that  I  was 
wrong.  I  see  now,  sir,  that  my  inability  formerly  to  per- 
ceive any  signs  of  life  in  the  Unitarian  body,  did  not  arise 
from  there  being  no  life  there,  but  from  the  deadncss  of 
my  own  feelings,  from  my  own  want  of  true  spiritual  life. 
The  world,  sir,  wears  to  us  always  the  hue  of  our  own 
feelings.  When  we  are  cold  and  languid,  all  around  us 
seems  to  want  warmth  and  energy.  The  deadness  so 
many  have  seen  in  Unitarian  Christianity,  is  after  all  the 
deadness  of  their  own  hearts.  We  see  no  life  in  others 
because  we  have  none  in  ourselves.  When  we  are  our- 
selves alive,  when  we  are  active  and  hopeful,  all  on  whom 
we  look  are  to  us  living,  full  of  activity  and  hope.  Not 
that  we  project  the  life  we  seem  to  see,  but  because  our 
own  life  brings  us  into  that  condition  in  which  we  can 
see  what  before  was  to  us  invisible.  When  we  say  of  a 
given  denomination,  that  it  has  no  life,  we  shall  do  well 
to  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  possible  that  the  fault  is  in 
OS.  All  nature  lives.  There  is  no  death.  Were  our  life 
but  energetic  enough,  we  could  detect  life  every%vhere, 
even  in  what  passes  with  us  ordinarily  for  mere  brute 
matter.  I  own,  sir,  that  my  estimate  of  the  life  of  Unita- 
rians was  formed  from  my  own,  and  proceeded  from  my 
own  want  of  true,  deep,  energetic,  spiritual  life.  A  change 
in  this  respeet  has  come  over  me  within  the  last  year. 
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My  feelings  bare  been  quickened.  I  feel  religioUy  all- 
important  as  I  bare  long  eonndered  it,  to  be  a  matter  of 
far  deeper  ooncernment  tban  e?ec,  and  of  a  far  more 
binding  obligation ;  I  come  here  to*night  feeling  more 
alire  to  its  requirementSi  more  desirous  of  devoting  myself 
and  all  that  1  hare  to  its  furtherance ;  and  consequently 
the  more  life  and  energy  am  I  able  to  detect  in  this  Uni* 
tarian  Association.  No,  sir,  Unitarian  Christianity  is  not 
dead,  is  not  dying;  cannot  die;  it  is  immortal. 

Sir,  we  have  had,  it  need  not  be  denied,  many  difficulties 
to  contend  with.  We  have  had  a  Tast  Tariety  of  opinions 
in  our  midbt.  We  have  had  nearly  all  kinds  of  isms 
brought  out  among  us.  These  have  divided,  disturbed 
us,  and  for  a  time  checked  our  outward  growth.  But 
these,  instead  of  being  signs  of  death,  or  approaching 
death,  as  some  of  us  have  wrongly  fancied,  are  signs  of 
life.  They  show  that  thought  is  active  in  our  bosom, 
and  that  our  minds  are  still  young,  fresh  and  vigorous. 
But  these  isms  are  all  out  now.  All  extremes  of  opinions 
have  found  vent  among  us, —  have  uttered  themselves. 
The  tendency  with  us  can  no  longer  be  to  extremes,  to 
disunion,  but  the  reverse.  It  must  henceforth  be  to  a 
broad,  catholic,  affirmative  faith,  to  which  I  see  indubita^ 
ble  signs,  that  we  are  rapidly  attaining,  and  which  when 
attained  will  be  a  faith  with  which  we  can  overcome  the 
world. 

I  have  often  heard  in  this  place  strong  reasons  assigned, 
%vhy  we  are  not  wrong  in  making  efforts  to  spread  our 
faith.  Sir,  I  do  not  feel  the  necessity  of  assigning  those 
reasons.  I  think  it  would  be  more  pertinent  to  attempt 
to  show  some  good  reason  why  we  should  not  make  such 
efforts.    Opinions  are  deeds ;  faith  is  a  power.    It  is  not. 
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H  never  can  be'a  matter  of  indiflforence  what  opinions  are 
eotertainedy  what  faith  is  adopted.  We  do  not  embrace 
a  mereij  negative  faith  ;  nor  are  we  required  to  act  only 
0n  the  defensive.  We  are  rapidly  paaaing  from  that  neg- 
ative state  into  which  we  were  onavoidaUy  thrown  for  a 
moment^  to  an  affirmative  faith,  to  great  and  positive  doe- 
trinesy  en  which  even  now  depend  the  life  and  salva* 
tion  of  the  world.  These  doctrines  constitute  a  positive 
faithy  a  faith  that  we  have  not  only  the  right  to  embrace, 
bat  which  we  are  bound  to  propagate ;  which  we  may 
net  only  accept,  but  which  nobody  has,  or  can  have  in 
ovr  view,  if  we  really,  honestly  entertain  it,  the  moral  or 
religioas  right  to  reject.  It  is  not  for  us  then  to  defend 
ourselves,  but  for  those  who  reject  our  faith  to  defend 
themselves.  They  and  not  we  are  those  whom  our  faith 
indicts. 

As  this  affirmative  faith,  towards  which  we  are  now 
rapidly  tending,  develops  itself  more  dearly  to  our  mental 
vision,  we  shall  cease  to  inquire  out  reasons  to  justify  us 
hr  showing  some  degree  of  earnestness  and  zeal  for  its 
spread.  Sir,  we  are  approaching  this  faith ;  1  see  our  pro- 
gress  towards  it ;  I  see  all  hearts  eager  for  it ;  all  eyes  and 
hands  stretched  out  towards  it.  Weshall  obtain  it  It  will 
be  that  higher  maniiestation  of  Christian  truth,  of  Christian 
Life,  which  we  have  all  been  bearing  witness  to,  and  for 
which  the  church  prays  every  time  it  repeats  the  petition, 
'<  Thy  kngdom  come."  Then  we  shall  not  be  afraid  of 
pvoselytisro ;  shall  not  be  afraid  of  being  propagandists. 
We  shall  not  be  afraid  of  being  aealous.  We  shall  be 
iUly  alive ;  our  hearts  will  be  full  of  zeal  for  God  and  for 
man,  and  we  shall  not  be  afraid  of  being  too  much  in 
earnest,  but  shall  feel  the  fire  burn  in  our  souls,  shall  go 
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forth  and  speak  words  of  fire,  that  shall  bom  from  heart 
to  hearty  and  set  the  whole  world  on  fire  with  troth  and 
love. 

Sir,  I  ha?e  not  risen  to  make  a  speech.  I  have  risen 
merely  to  bear  my  testimony  to  the  cause  in  which  you 
are  engaged,  to  speak  to  you  of  the  hopes  I  entertain^ 
and  90  far  as  my  sympathy  can  count  for  any  thing*  to 
bid  you  go  forward  in  your  great  and  good  work  with 
full  confidence  in  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church,  that  he 
is  about  to  manifest  himself  anew  to  the  world,  and  that 
a  purer  faith,  a  higher  order  of  truth,  a  broader,  richer, 
and  a  more  truly  spiritual  life,  will  be  manifested  in  our 
midst,  and  men  will  again  become  Ibelierers,  and  God  be 
glorified  in  their  liTes,  and  the  whole  earth  blessed  by 
their  piety,  wisdom  and  love. 

Rev.  James  F.  Clarkb  said,  —  That  he  had  been  so 
much  gratified  by  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  who  had 
preceded  him,  that  he  felt  induced  to  say  something  also. 
Mr.  O.  then  proceeded  to  speak  of  the  present  condition 
of  the  denomination,  and  referred  to  an  article  in  a  late 
number  of  the  Christian  Examiner  upon  this  subject. 
This  article  spoke  of  every  reform  as  necessarily  passings 
through  three  stages,  the  first  of  which  was  that  of  nega-  - 
tion,  the  second  one  of  inaction,  the  third  of  affirmation. 
Agreeing  in  the  main  with  the  doctrneof  this  article,  Mr. 
C.  said,  he  thought  that  it  partook  perhaps  of  the  tendency 
of  the  school  of  philosophy  to  which  it  belonged,  of  giving 
to  moral  revolutions  the  character  of  a  natural  process 
rather  than  of  a  work  of  the  will.  The  evil  of  this  was 
to  lead  U9  to  suppose  that  moral  revolutions  would  go  od 
of  themselves,  whether  men  were  disposed  to  do  their 
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doties  toward  them  or  not.  Mr.  C.  said  that  he  hoped, 
with  the  writer  of  that  article,  that  the  Uoitarian  denou^ 
ioatioQ  was  passing  ioto  a  stage  of  greater  spiritual  ac- 
tivilj  than  it  had  ever  before  laanifested.  Yet  he  thought 
that  it  might  easily  miss  of  that  stage,  and  perish  in  that 
of  inaction,  provided  it  was  not  faithfal  to  its  mission. 
At  all  events,  he  firmly  believed  that  in  twenty  years  from 
this  time  it  woald  either  be  one  of  the  most  active  de* 
nominations  in  this  country,  or  else  that  it  would  be  swept 
away  from  the  face  of  the  land,  and  the  places  lihich 
now  know  it  would  know  it  no  more. 

Rev.  Mr.  Livbbuore,  of  Keene,  remarked :  —  Since 
the  interest  of  the  meeting  is  thrown  upon  the  strictly 
extemporaneous  efforts  of  those  present,  and  a  pause 
occurs  at  this  time,  1  rise  to  make  a  few  remarks. 
The  alternative  has  been  suggested  by  the  Ifst  gentle* 
man,  of  our  beinjg  twenty  years  hence  the  most  flour* 
ishing  denomination  in  the  land,  or  of  our  being  utp 
terly  swept  from  it.  Without  adopting  that  idea  fully,  I 
yet  trust  that  the  first  part  will  be  made  good  rather  than 
the  last  There  are  indications  that  it  will  be  so,  there 
are  omens  of  good  to  come,  prophecies  of  a  better  state 
of  things  among  us.  Indeed,  growth,  progress,  is  stamped 
upon  every  object  in  creation,  whether  animal,  vegetable, 
or  mineral.  Such  is  the  law  of  the  universe.  To  this 
law  we  as  a  denomination  are  subject.  We  have  grown, 
we  have  advanced  There  has  been  a  numerical  increase, 
an  ootward  extension  of  the  limits  of  Unitarianism,  ac* 
cording  to  the  Report  just  read ;  and  still  more  and  bet* 
ter,  there  has  been  an  internal,  spiritual  growth,  growth 
in  grace,  a  newly  awakened  interest  in  religion,  the  natu* 
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ral  and  expected  result  of  a  more  advanced  stage  of  the 
Unitarian  Reform.  First,  there  was  thought,  controver- 
sy, or  as  it  has  been  called,  protest  against  the  corraptiona 
of  Christianitj,  the  errors  of  other  sects ;  hot  now  comes 
feeling,  zea},  and  what  has  been  termed,  an  affirmaiivt 
faith.  This  is  the  true  way.  This  »  natoral.  Soch  is 
the  law  of  growth,  progress.  The  views,  contained  in 
the  volume  of  sermons  (Dr.  Dewey's)  pabli^ed  some 
years  ago,  place  the  subject  of  religious  sensibility  and 
zeal  on  the  right  ground.  If  we  would  love  God  and 
man,  Jesus  and  goodness,  we  must  think,  reflect,  spread 
out  the  holy  theme  before  us,  and  survey  it,  not  blindly, 
and  at  once  demand  the  glow  of  heart  without  using  the 
natural  means  to  produce  it.  Thought,  and  thought 
alone,  can  kindle  a  true  and  healthy  interest  and  devotion. 
There  is  hope  and  encouragement,  therefore,  in  the 
past  and  present  state  of  our  denomination.  We  are  in- 
deed to  work  out  our  salvation  with  fear  and  trembling ; 
we  have  reason  to  be  humble  and  penitent  in  view  of  our 
short  comings  and  want  of  earnest  zeal,  and  to  resolve  to 
do  better ;  but  we  are  not  less  to  remember  that  it  is  Qod 
that  worketb  in  us  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  gosd 
pleasure,  —  worketh  in  lis  as  a  denomination,  and  maketh 
us  grow  in  one  body,  even  Christ.  The  state  of  societies 
and  churches  is  various.  Some  are  still  and  must  be  for 
a  long  time  to  come  in  an  attitude  of  protest,  on  the  de- 
fensive, becaase  they  are  embosomed  in  communities 
hostile  to  our  views.  Such  is  the  condition  of  our  froi^ 
tier  places.  Many  who  belong  to  these  societies  are. 
either  scarcely  weaned  from  their  old  faith,  or  were  more 
opposed  to  orthodoxy,  than  in  love  with  Unitarian  GhrbH- 
ianity.    They  partake  necessarily  more  of  the  negative 
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than  the  posilive.  Thej  have  not  acquired  that  strong, 
implicit  faith  in  their  new  position,  which  they  enjoyed  in 
their  old  ODe  before  they  began  to  inquire.  Luther  coip- 
plained  to  his  wife  of  a  want  of  fervent  devotion  after  he 
broke  away  from  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  and  before 
he  felt  himself  at  home  in  the  new  faith.  But  with  time 
came  fervor  and  the  purest  sensibility.  Where  Unitarian 
Christianity  has  flourished,  even  for  one  short  generation, 
as  is  the  case  in  this  favored  metropolis,  we  can  see  its 
genuine  fruits,  its  generous  results ;  we  see  what  it  would 
accomplish  everywhere  if  time  were  only  given  for  its 
complete  influences  to  be  felt.  Where  is  there  a  more 
direct  application  of  religion  to  the  concerns  of  life  than 
here  7  Where  is  the  tone  of  public  feeling  and  opinion 
more  correct ;  where  more  honesty  and  integrity  ?  Even 
other  sects  have  confessed  that  this  is  the  purest  city  ac- 
cording to  its  size  in  Christendom.  Where  is  more  true 
benevolence  manifested  in  relieving  the  poor,  and  mote 
love  of  man  practically,  shown  in  the  grand  objects  of 
Education  and  Reform.  In  other  towns  and  cities  in 
this  vicinity  the  same  holds  true  in  part.  And  in  this 
state,  where  there  is  a  far  larger  number  of  Unitarian 
churches  than  in  all  the  rest  of  the  country  put  together, 
there  is  the  highest  state  of  Christian  civilization  which 
is  to  be  found  probably  on  the  face  of  tl^e  globe,  of  the 
same  size  and  population. 

Rev.  F.  A.  Fablbt,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  then  addressed 
^he  meeting.  He  said  that  he  came  to  the  meeting  with 
no  intention  of  speaking,  but  found  he  could  not  sit 
still.  He  had  indeed  almost  pledged  himself  to  let  the 
week  of  anniversaries  pass,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned, 
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silentlj.  Bat  it  would  not  do ;  and  he  rose  to  $ay  a  word 
because  he  could  not  keep  it.  He  could  not,  if  he  would, 
hold  his  peace.  His  heart  beat  in  unison  with  the  chord 
which  had  this  evening  been  so  well  and  so  faithfuilj 
struck,  and  it  would  seek  utterance  by  the  voice. 

He  trusted  all  felt  it  good  to  be  there.  Good,  espe- 
ciallj,  because  of  what  our  eyes  see,  and  our  ears  hear, 
from  all  quarters,  of  the  improved  and  improving  state 
of  things  among  tis, —  in  owr  own  Zion.  It  was  but 
two  years  ago,  in  this  house,  on  the  very  spot  where  be 
stood,  that  he  gave  vent  to  feelings  of  lamentation  and 
sadness,  over  the  apathy  and  coldness,  which  had,  for  a  long 
while  been  creeping  upon  us }  and  he  had,  at  the  moment/ 
a  striking  testimony  to  the  trqth  of  what  he  said,  in  the 
bare  walls  and  meagre  audience  which  he  then  addressed. 
But  what  do  we  see  now  ?  The  accustomed  place  of  our 
solemn  gathering  together,  he  would  not  say  crowded,  but 
still  well  and  largely  filled.;  and  the  kindling  eye,  and  iM 
evident  interest  pervading  all  who  are  here,  giving  do* 
quent  tokens  that  it  is  not  in  vain  that  we  are  united 
together,  as  a  b<^dy  of  the  disciples  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 
He  well  remembered  being  then  called  by  more  than  one 
of  bis  professional  brethren,  even,  either  very  sick  or 
very  crazy,  on  account  of  what  he  then  said ;  but  he 
rejoiced  to  know  that  some,  at  least,  who  thus  regarded,  ii 
at  the  time,  had  since  acknowledged  that  he  was  right 
A  new  and  a  better  state  of  things  has  begun.  As  a 
body  of  Christians,  we  are  becoming,  he  beliieved,  more 
alive  to  the  great,  vital,  spirit-stirring,  and  spiritual  truth 
which  we  have  received  and  proektmed.  The  need  of  a 
more  hearty  engagedness  in  religion,  as  a  most  solemn 
reality,  having  most  momeatoos  avd  intinate  eonnecticNM 
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with  the  life  of  every  individual  soul,  ia  being  more  and 
more  felt.  One  of  those  who  had  preceded  him,,  had 
declared  his  belief,  that  within  twenty  years  we  should,  as 
a  sect,  either  be  eminently  snecessful  and  powerful,  or 
cease  to  be.  For  his  part,  be  believed,  that,  let  us  only 
be  entirely  faithful  to  our  views  of  Gospel  truth,  which  to 
us  must,  if  we  have  any  sincerity,  be  identical  with  the 
Gospel  itself;  and  those  views  would  within  twenty  years 
be  largely  triumphant.  Already  there  are  signs  of  this. 
Some  of  the  great  principles  for  which  we  had  most 
strecB^'UsIy  contended,  are  now  accepted  and  contended 
for  by  the  dominant  sects,  and  with  the  increase  of  a 
trae  and  devotional  spirit  among  us,  by  which  the 
morality  which  we  rightly  valued,  might  be  sanctified  and 
made  stable,  our  success  was  made  sure.  The  cause  of 
the  slowness  of  our  progress  heretofore,  must  be  chiefly 
found  in  our  own  unfaithfulness,  and  not  in  the  views 
themselves.  In  them  bis  confidence  was  never  greater, 
and  if  we  will  only  do  them  full  justice  in  our  daily  walk; 
and  in  our  entire  lives,  there  is  nothing  to  apprehend. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Eliot,  of  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  said,  — That 
he  was  happy  in  being  able  to  concur  with  those  who  had 
taken  an  encouraging  view  of  the  present  condition  of 
our  churches.  Such  a  vie^v  can  certainly  be  taken  of 
the  chnrches  west  of  the  mountains.  Without  excep- 
tion, they  are  in  a  healthy  state;  not  yet  large,  but 
rigorous  and  growing.  The  church  in  Cincinnati  was 
struggling,  a  few  years  ago,  under  a  heavy  debt  and  many 
discouraging  circumstances.  Now  the  debt  has  been 
liquidated,  through  the  great  exertions  of  a  few  generous 
iadividaab,  and  every  prospect  is  fair.    Whatever  can 
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be  accomplished  by  a  devoted  pastor  and  a  united  people, 
will  be  done  there.  In  Loaisville,  Rev.  Mr.  Heywood 
has  been  laboring  for  two  years,  with  satisfactory  results. 
That  society  was  never  in  a  more  healthy  or  hopeful 
condition  than  now.  And  there  is  no  doilbt  that  the 
continued  labors  of  that  excellent  minister  will  secure  to 
the  good  cause  continued  and  increasing  success.  In 
Hillsboro',  Illinois,  Mr.  Huntington,  has  charge  of  a 
small  society,  to  whose  spiritual  interests  he  still  devotes 
himself  with  singular  self«-devotedness.  Such  an  example 
is  the  most  eloquent  preaching.  In  Quincy,  "brother 
Moore,  and  in  Chicago,  brother  Harrington  are  reaping 
the  good  fruits  of  indefatigable  labors.  Their  societies 
are  vigorous  and  free  from  debt.  They  exert  a  strong 
and  beneficial  influence  in  their  re8|>ective  communities* 
In  St.  Louis,  the  society  although  yet  small,  is  steadily 
increasing,  and  an  addition  to  the  House  of  Worship  is 
now  in  progress.  Thus,  by  a  cursory  examination,  we 
see  cause  of  encouragement.  Thus  far,  our  progress 
in  the  West  has  been,  at  least,  fully  commensurate  with 
our  exertions.  We  have  reason  to  be  fully  satisfied.  We 
ought  to  feel  stimulated  to  greater  exertions. 


We  regret  that  we  have  been  able  to  procure  but  very 
imperfect  sketches  of  the  addresses ;  and  that  we  could 
not  obtain  the  remarks  of  Rev.  Mr.  Lotbrop  and  George 
Channing,  Esq.  George  B.  Emerson,  Esq.,  made  a  few 
remarks,  and  moved  the  acceptance  of  the  Report.  The 
Report  was  accepted,  and  the  meeting  was  closed  by 
singing  the  '*  Dismission  Hymn." 
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OFFICERS 

AKD 

COMMITTEES   OF   THE    COUNCIL. 

The  annual  meeting  of  tbeCoancil  of  the  Association 
was  held  at  the  Berry  Street  Vestry,  May  26th,  1842, 
Hon.  J.  G.  Rogers  declining  re-election,  Hon.  Richard 
Sullivan  was  chosen  Chairman,  and  Rev.  Samuel 
Osgood,  Secretary  of  the  Council  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Chairman  then  nominated  the  following  gentle* 
men  for  the  several  Committees. 

On  Finance  —  Hon.  Stephen  Fairbanks,  Samuel 
Greele,  Esq.,  Rev.  S.  K.  Lothorp,  N.  A.  Barrett  and 
Samuel  May,  Esqrs.  i. 

On  Missions — Rev.  Dr.  Ware,  Jr.,  Rev.  Dr.  Park* 
man.  Rev.  A.  B.  Muzzey,  Albert  Fearing,  Esq.,  Hon. 
Richard  Sullivan. 

On  Parishes  —  Rev.  Dr.  Walker,  Hon.  Jona.  Phillips, 
Rev.  E.  S.  Gannett^  Rev.  Samuel  Barrett,  William 
Pomeroy,  Esq. 

On  Tracts  —  C.  K.  Dillaway,  Esq.,  Rev.  George 
Ripley,  Rev.  E.  Peabody,  Rev.  Dr.  Francis,  Lewis  G. 
Pray,  Esq. 

On  the  Anniversary  -^  Rev.  Alexander  Young,  Rev. 
Charles  Briggs,  William  Brigham,  Esq.,  Hun.  Sidney 
Willard,  Rev.  Alonzo  Hill. 


84  SETfiNTBBlfTH  ANNUAL  RtPOBT.  374 


CONSTITUTION 


or  TBK 


AMERICAN    UNITARIAN    ASSOCIATION. 


1.  The  name  of  this  Aasoctatioii  shall  be  Tas  Akxaicait 
Unitarian  Assoc zation. 

2.  The  object  of  this  Association  shall  be  to  diffuse  the  knowl- 
edge and  promote  the  interests  of  pure  Christianity  throughout  our 
country. 

8.  Unitarian  Christians  throughout  the  United  States  shall  be 
invited  to  unite  and  co-qperate  with  this  Association. 

4.  An  annual  subscription  of  one  dollar  shall  constitute  a  per- 
son a  member  so  long  as  such  subscription  shall  be  paid ;  and  a  sub- 
scription of  thirty  dollars  shall  constitute  a  person  a  member  for 
Ufe. 

5.  The  officers  shall  be  a  President,  fifteen  Vice-Presidents,  a 
General  Secretary,  who  shall  have  the  care  of  all  the  business  and 
interests  of  the  Association  under  the  control  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  an  Assistant  Secretary  who,  in  case  of  the  absence  or 
sickness  of  the  General  Secretary,  shall  perform  such  duties  of  a 
Kecoiding  and  Corresponding  Secretary  as  may  require  immediate 
attention ;  a  Treasurer  and  three  Directors. 

6.  The  Directors,  Secretaries,  and  Treasurer  shall  constitute  the 
Executive  Committee,  who  shall  meet  once  in  each  month,  and 
shall  have  the  direction  of  the  funds  and  operations  of  the  Asaocia- 
tion. 

7.  An  annual  meeting  shall  be  held  at  such  time  and  place  as 
the  Executive  Committee  shall  deem  advisable,  of  which  doe  notice 
shall  be  given,  and  at  which  officers  shall  be  chosen,  reports  be 
made,  and  any  other  business  be  transacted,  which  may  come  be- 
fore the  Association. 

8.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  power  fo  fill  any  va- 
cancies which  may  occur  among  the  officers  between  any  two  an- 
nual meetings. 
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9.  Any  amendments  of  this  Constitution  shall  l>e  proposed  at  one 
anooal  meeting,  and  may  be  accepted  at  the  next  anniversary,  if 
two-thirds  of  the  members  present  be  in  favor  of  such  amendments. 

10.  There  shall  also  be  a  Council  of  the  Association  consisting  of 

not  less  than  twenty-five,  nor  more  than members,  to  be 

nominated  by  the  presiding  officer,  and  chosen  by  a  hand  vote  at 
the  annual  meeting,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  whenever  it  is  necessa- 
ry, in  conjunction  with  the  Executive  Committee,  io  consider  and 
determine  what  farther  measures  may  be  taken  to  increase  the  use- 
fulness of  the  Association,  by  what  means  they  may  be  carried  into 
execution,  and  in  what  manner  funds  can  be  provided  for  the  pur* 
pose.  The  Council  shall  hold  a  stated  annual  meeting  on  the  Thurs- 
day succeeding  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association,  at  four 
o'clock,  P.  M.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  call  special  meet- 
iogs  whenever  they  shall  deem  it  necessary,  or  at  the  request  of  any 
five  members  of  the  Council ;  and  twelve  members  shall  constitute 
a  quorum.  The  powers  of  the  Executive  Committee  with  regard 
to  all  matters  not  acted  upon  by  the  Council  are  to  remain  the  same 
as  heretofore. 


Vote  passed  by  the  Executive  Committee,  September,  2S,  1826, 
as  amended  March,  80, 1830. 

Me$oiv€d,  That  every  member  of  the  Association  be  entitled  to 
one  copy  of  every  tract  qf  the  first  and  second  series  published  by 
the  Aasodation  during  the  year  fvr  which  his  stibseription  is  en" 
tered. 

Vote  of  the  Executive  Committee,  passed  January  4, 1826. 

Voted,  That  no  society  be  recognized  as  auxiliary  to  this  Asso- 
ciation, the  terms  of  subscription  to  which  are  less  than  those  re- 
quired in  the  Constitution  of  this  Association. 

Vote  passed  by  the  Executive  Committee,  June  20, 1833. 

Voted,  That  the  4th  article  of  the  Constitution  be  so  construed, 
tliai  any  one  who  shall  pay  thirty  dollars  for  the  General  Agency  of 
the  American  Unitarian  Association,  either  at  once,  or  by  annual 
iostalments  within  five  years,  shall  be  considered  a  life  member. 
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CLERGYMEN    MEMBERS    FOR   LIFE. 

The  foUowiDg  Clergymen  have  heen  made  members  for  life  of 
the  American  Unitarian  Association,  by  the  donation  of  thirty  dol- 
lars or  more,  principally  from  ladies  of  their  respectiTe  soeieUes. 


Abbot,  Abiel. 
Alden,  Seth. 
Alger,  Horatio. 
Allen,  Joseph. 
'Andrews,  William. 
Arnold,  A.  C.  L. 
^Bancroft,  Aaron,  D.  D. 
Barrett,  Samoel. 
Bartlett,  John. 
Barry,  William. 
*fiascom,  Exekiel  L. 
Bates,  Reuben. 
Bellows,  Henry  W. 
Bigelow,  Andrew. 
Brazer,  John,  D.  D. 
Briggs,  Charles. 
Brooks,  Charles. 
Brooks,  Charles  T. 
Brown,  Addison. 
Buckingham,  Edgar 
Burton,  Warren 
Channing,  Wm.  £.,  D.  D. 
Clark,  Amos. 
Clarke,  Samuel. 
Cole,  Jonathan 
Colman,  Henry. 
Coolidge,  J.  1.  T. 
Crosby,  J. 


Cunningham)  Francis 
Cutler,  Curtis 
Damte,  David 
Dewey,  Orville,  D.  D. 
Doggett,  Tbeophilus  P. 
Edes,  Henry,  D.  D. 
Edes,  Henry  F. 
Edes,  Edward  H. 
Emmons,  Henry 
Everett,  O.C. 
Ellis,  George  E. 
Farley,  Frederick  A. 
Field,  Joseph 
*Flint,  Jacob 
Flint,  James,  D.  D. 
Fox,  Thomas  B. 
Frothingham,  WiUiam 
Frost,  Barzillai. 
Fumess,  William  H. 
Gage,  Nathaniel 
Gannett,  Ezra  S. 
Gannett,  Thomas  B. 
Gray,  Frederick  T. 
Greenwood,  F.  W.  P. 
Hall,  Edward  B. 
Hall,  Nathaniel 
Hamilton,  Luther 
Hedge,  F.  H. 


Dead. 
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HUl,  Alonzo 
HoUaod,  F.  W. 
Hoimcr,  George  W. 
Howe,  Moses 
Ingenoll,  George  6. 
JohniOD,  Rufus  A. 
Kendall,  James,  D.  D. 
Lamson,  Alvan,  D.  D. 
lancoln,  Calvin 
^Little,  Robert 
liyermore,  A.  A. 
*Loring,  Bailey 
Lothrop,  Samuel  K. 
Mfty ,  Samuel,  Jr. 
Bftenrick,  J.  M. 
Mileff,  Henry  A. 
Moore,  Jo^ah 
Motte,  Meliah  I. 
Muzzey,  Artemas  B. 
Newell,  William 
Nichols,  Ichabod,  D.  D. 
Noyes,  George  R.,  D.  D. 
Osgood,  Peter 
Osgood,  Samuel 
Palfrey,  John  G.,  D.  D. 
*Parker,  Nathan,  D.  D. 
Parker,  Theodore 
Parkman,  Francis,  D.  D. 
Parkman,  John 
Peabody,  Wm.  B.  O. 
Pierpont,  John 
*Phipps,  H.  G. 
Putnam,  George 
•Ripley,  Ezra,  D.  D. 


Ripley,  George 
Ripley,  Samuel 
Richardson,  Joseph 
Robbins,  Samuel  D. 
Robbins,  Chandler 
Robinson,  Charles 
Rogers,  T.  F. 
Sanger,  Ralph 
Sears,  E.  H. 
Sewall,  Charles  C. 
Sewall,  Edmund  Q. 
Shackford,  C.  C. 
Simmons,  George  F. 
Stebbins,  Ruius  P. 
Stetson,  Caleb 
Storer,  John  P.  B. 
Sullivan,  Thomas  R. 
Sweet,  John  D. 
Thayer,  Christopher  T. 
n'hayer,  Nathaniel,  D.  D.' 
Thomson,  James  W. 
Thomson,  James 
Waite,  Josiah  K; 
Walker,  James,  D.  D. 
Ware,  Henry,  Jr.,  D.  D. 
Ware,  William 
Wellington,  Charles 
Wells,  George  W. 
^Whitman,  Bernard 
Whitman,  Jason 
Whitman,  Nathaniel 
Williams,  George  A. 
Young,  Alexander 
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OTHER    MEMBERS   FOR  LIFE. 


Abbot,  Samuel 
Abbot,  Mifls  Abigail 
Abbot,  Ezra 
Adams,  BeDJamin  T. 
Adams,  James,  Jr. 
Adams,  Philip 
Alger,  Cyras 
Alger^  Francis 
Ames,  Seth 
Ames,  David  W. 
Ames,  Mrs.  Dayid 
Andrews,  Ebenezer  T. 
Aspinwall,  Samuel 
Atherton,  Charles  H. 
Appleton,  Nathan 
Appleton,  Charles  T. 
Appleton,  Francis 
Ball,  S.  S. 

Bancroft,  Mrs.  B.  D. 
Bangs,  Josiah 
Barrett,  Nathaniel  A. 
Barker,  Joseph  A. 
Baker,  Henry  F. 
Bigelow,  Alonson 
Bigelow,  John 
*Bird,  John  H. 
Bixby,  Miss  Keziah 
Blanchard,  Hezekiah 
Blake,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Bliss,  Theodore 
"Bond,  George 
Bond,  George  W. 
*Bowditch,  Nathaniel 
Bowles,  Samuel 


*Bradlee,  Joseph  P. 
Bracket,  Samuel  E. 
Brooks,  Peter  C. 
Brewster,  Oliver 
Brewster,  William 
Cartwright,  Charles  W. 
Carew,  Joseph 
Chapin,  Harvey 
Chapman,  Mrs.  Jonathan 
Chapman,  Mrs.  Margaret 
Clapp,  Joshua 
Colcon,  George 
*Cotton,  John 
Cotton,  Joseph,  Jr. 
Cobb,  EUjah 
Coffin,  George  W. 
Cooke,  Mrs.  Mary  F. 
Coolidge,  Joseph 
Crocker,  James  H. 
Crocker,  George  A. 
Curtis,  Joseph 
Gushing,  T.  P. 
Cushman,  Henry  W. 
""Child,  Richards 
Dascomb,  Thomas  R. 
Dana,  Dexter 
Danforth,  Isaac 
Davis,  Charles  S. 
Davis,  James 
Davis,  James,  Jr. 
Davis,  Joseph 
Denny,  Daniel 
Dix,  Miss  D. 
Dorr,  Samuel 
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Docr»  John 
Draper,  James 
Dwight,  Wiffiam 
Dwight,  George 
Dwight,  Mrs.  Mary 
Dwigbt,  JoDathan 
Eager,  WilUam 
Edwarda,  Eliaha 
Ellifl,  David 
EDis,  Jonatban,  Jr. 
Emenon,  George  B. 
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John  Pierpont, 
J.  P.  B.  Storer, 
R.  C.  Waterston, 
F.  A.  Farley, 
F.  W.  Holland, 
A.  D.  Jones,  . 
J.  F.  W.  Ware, 
F.  T.  Gray,     . 

TOL.  xri.  —  NO.  I9K 


«« 
« 

•< 
<« 
« 
<« 


10  00 

19  00 
41  47 
23  00 
10  00 
22  75 
28  00 
40  00 
10  00 

20  00 
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Rev.  Joteph  Aogier 10  00 

234  22 

Paid  Rev.  Mr.  Hoemer  for  tervices  rendered 

the  AfiBocittioa,       ....  10  00 


6149  92 
Balance  on  hand 1861  40 


$7511  82 
HENRY  P.  FAIRBANKS,  Treasurer, 
Boitan^  May  80,  1848. 


'The  following  suma  have  been  appropriated  by  the  Executive 
Committee,  but  not  yet  withdrawn  from  the  Treasury,  viz. 

To  Rev.  Mr.  Walworth  for  Missionary  Services 

in  Illinois, 200  00 

To  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Tassel  for  Missionary  Services 

in  New  York, 40  00 

For  Missionary  Services*  in  Towns  on  the  Con- 
necticut River,  near  Northampton,  .  .  100  00 
For  Aid  of  Unitarian  Society  in  Chicago,  III.,  .  75  00 
••  «•  <•  ««  Hillsboro*  "  .  200  00 
«  ««  ••  ««  Albany.  N.  Y.,  100  00 
"  ««  "  **  Greenfield,  Ms.  100  00 
•«     "             ««             «*            E.  Lexington, "  100  00 

|915  00 


Boston,  June  3,  1843.    The  subscribers  have  exam* 

ined  the  above  account,  and  find  it  correctly  cast  and 

properly  vouched. 

Thomas  Tarbrll,  >   m   j'm^^ 
Henry  Loring,      \ 


The  following  officers  (br  the  ensuing  year  were  then 
chosen. 
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OFFICERS 

OF   THE 

AMERICAN  UNITARIAN  ASSOCIATION. 

1843  —  44. 


PR  ESIDENT. 

Rev.  IcHABOD  Nichols,  D.  D.,  Me. 

TIGE     PRESIDENTS. 

Hon.  Joseph  Ltman,  Mass. 

**    Jonathan  Phillips,  Mass. 

"    Charles  H.  Athbrton,  N.  H. 

"    Stephen  Longfellow,  Me. 
Henrt  Wheaton,  Esq.  N.  Y. 
James  Tatlor,  Esq.  Penn. 
Henry  Patson,  Esq.  Md. 
Hon.  William  Cranch,  D.  C. 

*'    Samuel  S.  Wilde,  Mass. 

**    Samuel  Hoar,  " 

*'    Richard  Sullivan,    " 

"    Lemuel  H.  Arnold,  R.  I. 
Benjamin  Bakewell,  Esq.  Penn. 
H.  J.  Huidekoper,  Esq.  Penn. 

executive    committee. 

Rev.  Artemas  B.  Muzzey,  ^ 
"     George  E.  Ellis,         >  Directors. 
**    Nathaniel  Hall,        j 

Rev.  Charles  Briggs,  General  Secretary, 
''     Samuel  K.  Lothrop,  Assistant  Secretary. 

Henrt  P.  Fairbanks,  Esq.  Treasurer. 


8 
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Agreeably  to  the  10th  Article  of  the  Constitation,  the 
following  gentlemen  were  then  chosen  Councillors  of 
the  American  Unitarian  Association. 


Francis  Alger,  Esq. 
William  T.  Andrews,  Esq. 
R.  W.  Bailej,  Esq. 
Isaiah  Bangs,  Esq. 
N.  A.  Barrett,  Esq. 
Rev.  Samuel  Barrett, 
Rev.  Andrew  Bigelow, 
Alden  Bradford,  Esq. 
William  Brigham,  Esq. 
E.  Cobb,  Esq. 
C.  K.  Dill  away,  Esq. 
Hon.  S.  Fairbanks, 
Rev.  F.  A.  Farley, 
Hon.  Albert  Fearing, 
Dr.  J.  F.  Flagg, 
C.  Francis,  D.  D. 
Rev.  Ezra  S.  Gannett, 
Rev.  F.  W.  P.  Greenwood, 
S.  Greele,  Esq. 
Rev.  James  D.  Green, 
Rev.  E.  B.  Hall, 
Rev.  Alonzo  Hill, 
James  Kendall,  D.  D. 
Alvan  Lamson,  D.  D. 
John  Lamson,  Esq. 
Peter  Mackintosh,  Esq. 
Samnel  May,  Esq. 
Rev.  Henry  A.  Miles, 
Rev.  J.  H.  Moribon, 


Geo.  R.  Noyes,  D.  D. 
Rev.  Samuel  Osgood, 
John  Owen,  Esq. 
Francis  Parkman„  D.  D. 
Rev.  Ephraim  Peabody, 
Hon.  Jonathan  Phillips, 
Hon.  Stephen  C.  Phillips, 
Rev.  J.  Pierpont, 
John  Prentiss,  Esq. 
L.  G.  Pray,  Esq. 
Wm.  Pomroy,  Esq. 
Rev.  George  Putnam, 
Henry  Rice,  Esq. 
Rev.  C.  Robbins, 
John  G.  Rogers,  Esq. 
Henry  B.  Rogers,  Esq. 
Benjamin  Seaver,  Esq. 
W.  R.  Sumner,  Esq. 
Rev.  C.  Stetson, 
Hon.  R.  Sullivan, 
Robert  G.  Shaw,  Esq. 
Rev.  Moses  G.  Thomas, 
Rev.  J.  W.  Thompson, 
James  Walker,  D.  D. 
Henry  Ware,  Jr.  D.  D. 
Rev.  Jason  Whitman, 
Hon.  Sidney  Willard, 
Rev.  A.  Young. 
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At  half  past  seven  o'clock  the  Aasociation  proceeded 
to  the  Federal  Street  Cburcb  to  attend  the  pablic  exeiu 
cises  of  the  occasion.  Prayers  were  offered  by  Rct.  Mr# 
HosMBii,  of  Buffalo.  AAer  which  the  Report  of  the  Ex^ 
ecutive  Committee  wae  read  by  the  General  Secretary. 


EIGHTEENTH   ANNUAL   KEPOET 

or  TBB 

EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE. 


Wb  hare  now  assembled  on  the  Eighteenth  Anniver- 
sary of  this  Association.  We  ha?e  met  as  Christian 
brethren  and  friends;  —  have  come  from  different  parts 
of  the  country,  to  strengthen  the  bonds  of  union  and  sym- 
pathy,—  to  encourage  each  other's  hearts,  and  excite  one 
another  to  increased  fidelity  and  renewed  exertions  in 
carrying  forward  the  great  work  in  which  we  are  en- 

For  some  time  after  the  Association  was  formed,  its 
progress  was  slow.  Its  means  of  usefulness  were  com- 
paratively limited  ;  and  it  met  with  many  discourage- 
ments. Bat  as  its  principles  and  operations  became 
more  known,  it  gained  in  pablic  favor  ;  and  is  now  re- 
ceiving encouragement  and  support  from  a  large  portion 
of  the  denomination.  It  haj*,  we  believe,  fully  answered 
the  expectations  of  its  early  friends.  It  has  aided  the 
caose  of  religious  freedom  ;  —  checked  the  progress  of 
nnbelie^  irreligion  and  sin;— sent  the  light  and  hopes 
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of  the  Ooepel  into  the  dark  parU  of  ovr  land ;  and  done 
much  to  enlighten  and  bless,  to  sanctify  and  save  our  fel- 
low-beings. A  review  of  the  past  year  affords  encour- 
agement, and  inspires  hope.  We  have  sent  abroad  our 
publications  and  our  mission 'tries ;  and  done  what  we 
could  to  meet  the  religious  wants  of  our  brethren  —  *'  to 
diffuse  the  knowledge  and  promote  the  interests  of  pure 
Christianity  throughout  the  country."  A  missionary 
spirit  has  been  awakened  in  our  churches;  we  have  done 
more  for  the  support  of  Christian  institutions ;  and  we 
see  throughout  the  denomination  new  signs  of  spiritual 
life,  and  a  deeper  interest  in  religion. 

The  labors  of  the  Secretary  have,  in  a  great  measure, 
been  devoted  to  an  extensive  correspondence ;  to  the 
Tract  Department ;  to  procuring  a  supply  for  vacant  par- 
bhes  ;  and  to  delivering  addresses  in  behalf  of  the  Asso* 
ciation.  He  has,  too,  as  far  as  he  could  be  spared  from 
his  office,  visited  and  preached  to  destitute  societies  in 
different  parts  of  New  England. 

The  Auxiliary  Associations  are  generally  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition  ;  and  are  affording  the  Executive  CommiU 
tee  essential  aid  in  their  operations.  They  have  been 
multiplying  from  year  to  year ;  and  &re  now  established 
in  most  of  our  societies.  Their  members  amount  to  not 
far  from  (ive  thousand. 

The  number  formed  and  re-organized  the  past  year,  is 
twenty.  The  number  added  to  the  list  of  life-memberB, 
is  nine,  making  in  all  about  four  hundred. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  there  are  in  the  New  Eng- 
land  States  from  sixty  to  seventy  destitute  societies  ;  and 
that  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  there  are  at  least  fifty 
places  where  assistance  is  needed,  —  where  missionaries 
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are  loodly  called  for,  and  where  societies  are  struggliDg 
bard  to  support  the  institutions  of  religion.  From  a 
large  proportion  of  such  societies  and  places,  we  hare 
received  pressing  applications  for  aid.  We  have  deeply 
sympathized  with  our  brethren,  who  are  thus  deprived  of 
Cbridtian  privileges ;  and  have  olten  lamented  that,  from 
oar  limited  means,  we  could  do  no  mure  towards  reliev- 
ing I  heir  wants. 

We  have  afforded  aid,  during  the  year,  directly  and 
through  our  missionaries,  to  twenty-seven  destitute  socio* 
ties— leaving  a  large  number,  for  the  present  unaided. 
We  hope,  however,  before  long,  to  assist  those  whose 
wants  are  peculiarly  pressing. 

The  number  of  missionaries  employed  by  us  the  past 
year,  is  twenty.  A  large  proportion  of  them,  however, 
preached  for  short  periods;  and  several  only  for  single 
Sabbaths.  It  gives  us  pleasure  to  state  that  the  blessing 
of  Providence  has  attended  their  labors.  Many  have 
been  interested  in  their  preaching,  and  become  regular 
attendants  on  public  worship,  who  for  years  had  neglect- 
ed the  institutions  of  religion ;  and  many,  from  a  state  of 
indifference  and  coldness,  have  been  awakened  to  new 
apiritual  life.  Had  we  the  men  and  the  means,  we  should 
rejoice  to  send  out  more  laborers  into  fields  which  prorop 
ise  a  rich  and  abundant  harvest.  May  God  bless  the 
work ;  and  raise  up  more  and  yet  more,  who  shall  enter 
Qpon  it  in  the  spirit  of  their  Master  —  who  shall  go  forth, 
as  did  the  first  preachers,  in  faith,  and  in  hope;  deeply 
imbued  with  the  love  of  souls,  and  willing  to  spend  and 
be  spent  in  the  holy  cause. 

We  have  published  the  past  year  from  60  to  70,000 
Tracts.     Between  5  and  6,0C0    have    been   received 
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nonthly  by  the  Auxiliary  Associations  and  annual  sob* 
scribers ;  and  many  have  been  sent  abroad  for  grataitoos 
distribution .  We  have  had  applications  for  them  from 
almost  every  part  of  the  country.  But  they  have  been 
particularly  called  for  from  places  where  new  societies 
have  been  recently  formed,  and  a  spirit  of  religious  in- 
quiry is  awake ; — as  Albany,  Rochester,  and  Seneca  Falls, 
N.  Y. ;  Southington,  Ct  ;  Geneva,  Rockford,  Warsaw, 
6lc,  in  Illinois ;  Milwaukie,  W.  T. ;  Montreal,  and  other 
places. 

A  portion  of  the  Tracts  have  been  of  a  doctrinal  char- 
acter. This  the  Committee  deemed  to  be  imporunt,  be* 
cause  in  many  parts  of  the  country  our  views  are  but 
little  understood,  and  grossly  misrepresented ;  strong 
prejudices  exist  against  us ;  and  we  are  not  unfrequeatly 
denied  the  Christian  name  and  Christian  privileges^  As 
a  proof  of  this,  we  might  quote  from  more  than  half  of 
the  numerous  letters  received  by  the  Secretary. 

A  highly  esteemed  clergyman  in  one  of  the  Sooth* 
western  States,  who  had  been  a  popular  preacher  in  an* 
other  denomination,  but  from  honest  convictions,  after 
learnedly  and  prayerfully  examining  the  Scriptures,  em- 
braced our  views,  and  is  now  preaching  them  with  greal 
power  and  success,  writes  thus,  respecting  the  treatment 
he  has  received  on  account  of  hia  reUgioos  opinions. 

"  I  have  suffered  in  property,  in  feeling,  in  fame,  and 
in  prospects ;  but  I  am  thankful,  upon  reviewing  the  last 
few  years,  that  though  I  have  suffered  much,  even  many 
and  great  hardships ;  though  my  tears  have  often  flowed 
in  the  silence  of  the  night,  and  my  heart  bled  over  the 
wickedness  and  cruelty  of  men,  yet  1  have  much  reason 
to  rejoice  and  be  glad  before  my  heavenly  Father.  I  have 
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soslaiDed  myself  against  my  adversaries,  and  bave  expert 
enced  joy  in  the  belief  of  the  truth. 

"  There  are  some  precious  souls,  some  pure  hearts,  and 
single  minds,  who  have  already  made  themselves  the 
champions  and  martyrs  of  the  cause  of  religious  freedom 
and  rational  religion  in  this  remote  section.  Some, 
tvhose  names  might  be  written  alongside  with  the  suffer* 
ing  worthies  of  other  days  and  other  climes.  They  would 
not  desire,  however,  to  be  brought  before  the  public,  for 
their  witness  is  on  high,  and  their  record  with  their  God ; 
and  they  look  to  the  heavens  for  their  consolation." 

As  another  proof  that  tracts  explanatory  of  our  views 
are  yet  needed,  we  will  make  a  short  extract  from  a  ser- 
mon of  Rev.  G.  K.  Smith,  published  at  Chicago,  111.,  en- 
titled, "  Ruining  Souls." 

<*  Blood  will  be  found  dripping  from  the  fingers  of  the 
Unitarian  minister.  There  is  no  other  way  to  heaven 
but  through  Jesus  Christ;  but  Unitarianism  robs  the 
world  of  its  Saviour,  and  thus  destroys  its  last  ray  of  hope. 
Cruel  men,  who,  under  the  garb  of  piety,  are  striving  to 
brake  the  rock,  which  is  alone  sufficient  to  buffet  the 
•torms  of  the  wrath  of  God.  Unitarianism  true,  and  the 
waves  of  the  wrath  of  God  would  break  over  this  world, 
and  sink  it  in  eternal  despair." 

We  propose  in  our  publications  in  future,  and  we  hope 
the  clergy  will  do  the  same  in  their  preaching,  to  be  more 
affirmative  in  stating  the  doctrines  of  Christianity.  We 
liave  dealt  in  negations  long  enough.  It  is  time  now  to 
give  more  positive  views  of  those  truths  we  so  much 
^ae.  They  should  stand  'out  in  b<^d  relief  on  the 
printed  page,  and  be  proclaimed  more  loudly  and  ein- 
pbatieally  from  the  pnlpit;  that  every  individual^  who 

toim  zti.  —  NO.  191.  8 
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Ycadt  or  h^us,  shftll  be  established  in  the  Mb,  and  aUe 
to  give  a  reason  for  the  hope  that  is  in  hioi. 

Our  Dussienariea  in  the  West  express  a  strong  interest 
in  that  large  and  respeetable  denominatien^  called  Chris- 
tians.  Their  preaehers  read  and  study  our  books,  and 
ase  so  much  in  feith  and  spirit  wUh  us,  that  some  of  them 
are  wiUIng  to  labor  as  our  missionaries*  One  of  the 
more  prominent  of  these  preachers,  Mr.  Walworth,  has 
been  so  highly  recommended  to  us,  that  we  have  made 
an  appropriation  for  him ;  and  he  will  labor  with  us  the 
coming  year,  as  a  travelling  missionary. 

In  a  letter  to  Rev.  Mr.  Conant,  of  Genera,  III,  in  ref« 
erence  to  his  becoming  a  "  Umtarian  Missionary,"  Mr* 
Walworth  writes  thus :  — 

'*  To  relinquish  the  '  Christian  *  name  would  add  no^ 
thing  to  my  usefulness,  but  would  have  an  unfavorable 
effiBCt  upon  the  objects  of  Christian  tmton  among  all  lib> 
eral  Christians  in  this  country.  The  work  of  union  is 
DOW  well  begun,  and  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Christians* 
(most  of  them,)  to  consummate  it  between  themselves 
and  the  Uni^rians ;  and  nothing  would  more  strengthen 
oonfidenee  and  increase  brotherly  affection  than  the  syn^ 
pathy  of  Eastern  Unitarians  with  us — struggling,  as  I 
think  we  are,  in  the  same  cause,  and  aiming  at  the  same 
great  ti:utbs«  Can  truth  exist  in  but  one  form  1  Has  the 
spirit  of  the  Redeemer  breathed  only  upon  one  name  t  I 
lal^r  in  my  feeble  way  for  the  same  sublime  truths  for 
whioh  Chapning  labored  and  Ware  wrote.  Do  we  not 
ill  believe  and  teadi  that,  to  know  Christ  is  to  be  assimi* 
hied  to  kim  %  May  we  not,  ia  this  instance*  give  a  prao* 
iMsal  iifaistraAion  of  our  prioeiples  of  Christian  onion  and 
eiMpcptatimt    1^  it  true  Ihfil  we  are  Christian  Uittl«rif 
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MKS,  itid  joa  are  Unitarian  Christians,  and  both,  t  trosty 
are  laboring  for  th^  same  objeet.  /  bear  the  reproaeh  of 
being  a  Unitarian.  I  do  not  shrink  from  the  name, 
(when  properly  applied)  and  iD^tainly  f&u  do  not  decline 
the  name  'Christian.'  These  are  sounds.  It  is  the 
principles  at  which  we  look ;  and  in  these  we  know* 
there  is  not  difference  enough  to  present  oor  mutual  oo» 
operation,  and  still  each  retain  their  respectif  e  standing 
with  perfect  consistency,  harmony  and  kindness." 

As  to  the  name  of  our  good  brother,  we  can  only  saf 
that  there  is  none  better ;  and  do  assure  him  that  we 
would  much  sooner  part  with  oor  owui  dear  as  it  is,  than 
aak  him  to  relinquish  his. 

As  the  Christians  possess  much  of  the  spirit  of  those' 
who  were  first  called  so  at  Antioeh;  as  they  are  nume^ 
rous  and  rapidly  increasing — hating  ten  years  since,  in 
twenty  states,  about  one  thousand  churches,  and  one 
hundred  thousand  communicants,  we  hope  much  for  th» 
eense  of  religious  freedom,  truth,  and  holiness,  by  cttki* 
vating  this  friendly  intercourse  with  them. 

We  have  aided,  during  the  year,  in  the  establishment 
of  sererai  new  societies  in  very  important  places;  and  e- 
number  of  others  are  about  being  formed. 

The  Receipts  of  the  Association,  as  will  be  seen  firon^ 
the  Treasurer's  Report,  including  the  amount  on  htnd  at 
the  commencement  of  the  year,  are  seven  thonsand  fiv# 
bondred  and  eleven  dollars,  thirty-two  oents,  and  the  Bft« 
pendiiures  and  appropriations,  seven  thousand  and  sixty* 
four  dollars,  ninety-two  cents.  The  missionary  movcH 
aaent«  as  it  has  been  called,  or  the  efibrt  to  raise  a 
certain  amount  of  foods  annually,  to  meet  the  religioiln 
wants  of  the  denomination,  we  are,  hafipy  to  stme^  pronn 
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1860  to  be  aBoceaafal.  SobscriptuuiB  were  eommenoed,  a 
few  monlhs  Bince»  and  more  than  half  of  the  proposed 
Bum  has  already  been  raiaed ;  and  in  the  course  of  the 
year  the  full  amount  intended,  and  OFon  more,  will  proba- 
bly be  subscribed.  Qreat  credit  is  due  to  those  gentle 
men  in  this  community,  who,  from  a  deep  sense  of  Chris-* 
tkn  duty,  commenced  thb  work.  They  commenced  it 
in  /otlA— faith  in  God,  and  in  man.  They  have  been 
untiring  in  their  efforts  to  awaken  a  missionary  spirit ; 
and  they  will  not  stop^  nor  rest,  till  they  see  the  happy 
and  glorious  fruits  of  this  truly  Christian  enterprise. 
)  We  hope  to.  see  in  our  churches  more  of  religious  ac« 
tion ;  for  this  will  give  religious  life.  And  that  we  may 
all  have  a  more  realizing  sense  of  the  value  of  the  soul  -~ 
that  we  may  show  our  faith  by  our  works  —  show  by  our 
lives  and  conversation  that  we  are  Christians,  not  in  name 
only,  but  in  deed  and  in  truth  —  Uiat  we  regard  religion 
as  emphatically  the  one  thing  needful  —  that  we  have 
been  with.  Jesus  and  learned  of  him,  and  our  whole  souia 
are  imbued  with,  his  heavenly  spirit. 

We  are  forcibly  reminded,  by  the  place  and  occasion, 
of  that  .dispensation  of  Providence,  which,  since  our  last 
Anniversary,  has  taken  from  ns  one  of  the  earliest  friends 
and  supporters  of  the  Association ;  one,  who  has  done 
oiore  for  the  promotion  of  our  views  of  religion,  than  any 
aian  of  the  age ;  to  whom  we  are  all  greatly  indebted  for 
the  spirituality  and  life-giving  influence  of  bis  writings, 
and  ^r  much  that  is  preoiotts  and  sustaining  in  our 
hopes. 

The  nameof  Channing  will  long  be  dear  to  the  friends 
of  troth  and  humanity.  His  loss  to  our  denomination, 
nor  country,  and  the  world,  seems,  indeed,  irr^araUi. 
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We  could  not  close  without  paying  our  IniiBUe  tiibiilo 
of  respect  to  the  memory  of  that  truly  great  and  good 
man,  whom  we  so  much  valued  and  loved ;  who  so  much 
blessed  ns  by  his  life,  and  instructed  us  in  his  death* 
May  this  dispensation  teach  us  all  lessons  of  heavenly 
wisdom.  Let  us  realise  that  the  time  is  short -^  that  the 
night  Cometh  —  and  whatever  we  do  for  the  cause  of 
truth  and  humanity,  for  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  and  thO 
salvation  of  men,  let  us  do  quickly* 


Rev.  Mr.  Gage,  of  Petersham,  addressed  the  meeting 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Pbestdbnt  :  —  I  rise  to  move  the  acceptance  of 
that  excellent  Report.  I  congratulate  the  Assotiation^ 
on  the  evidence  afforded  by  the  Report,  of  the  jodidons 
and  successful  manner,  in  which  the  interests  of  otir  f&itk 
bave  been  watched  over,  under  the  guidance  of  the  Ek* 
ecQtive  Committee,  seconded  by  the  faithftil  effbrls  of  oVf 
Secretary.  We  have  as  yet,  however,  seen  but  in  parf j 
the  good  fruits  of  our  holy  principles.  The  seed  sown  has 
taken  root,  and  is  preparing  to  gladden  our  eyes,  by  a  ricbet 
harvest  than  has  yet  been  produced.  Among  the  tofMCi 
presented  in  the  Report,  I  was  glad  to  bear  the  clea#  and 
decided  tones,  in  which  was  urged  the  importance  of 
dwelling  more  fully  upon  the  positive  or  affirmative  tat^ 
tures  of  our  system.  There  are  several  topics,  in  this  relft* 
tion,  (to  two  or  three  of  which  I  will  allude,)  which  bavO 
strong  claims  to  our  attention.  Our  holy  faith  nrgei 
upon  us,  with  great  earnestness  aud  seriousness,  the  cut 
tivation  of  our  Master's  spirit ;  and  thus,  while  com^ 
mending  the  highest  quafity  of  the  Christian  character,  k 
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tends  to  promote  a  good  understanding  among  the  disci- 
ples of  Christ.  Did  Jesus  urge  any  duty  upon  his  disci- 
ples, more  solemnly,  than  that  of  lo?ing  one  another  T  Is 
there  any  declaration,  in  the  New  Testament,  more  em- 
phatic, than  that,  by  which  we  are  told,  if  any  man  hare 
not  the  spirit  of  Christ  he  is  none  of  his  t  And  has  any 
single  circumstance  been  productive  of  more  evil  to  the 
Church,  or  religion,  than  those  discords  and  bitter  con- 
tentions, which  have  i^risen  from  the  want  of  the  spirit  of 
Christ.  It  is  good  to  labor  to  give  efficacy  to  the  senti- 
ment, that  the  true  struggle  among  Christians  should  be 
with  ignorance  and  sin,  and  not  with  those,  whose  aim 
and  endeavor  it  is,  to  discover  and  walk  in  that  path, 
which  leads  through  faith,  duty  and  self-denial,  on  earth, 
to  the  rest  and  peace  of  Heaven.  When  the  correctness 
of  this  sentiment  (a  vital  element  of  our  religion)  shall  be 
nniversally  conceded  and  acted  on,  a  light  and  glory  will 
burst  upon  the  Church  and  the  world,  second  in  brillian- 
cy and  power  to  that  alone,  which  beamed  from  the  Sun 
of  righteousness. 

I  am  forcibly  reminded  by  this  place,  Sir,  of  a  view  of 
the  moral  capacities  of  our  nature,  which  we  consider  im- 
portant to  the  practical  power  of  the  Gospel  upon  the 
heart  and  character,  and  which  we  should,  therefore, 
strenuously  support  and  defend.  There  are  views  of  our 
moral  nature  prevalent  in  the  Church,  against  which  the 
same  objection  may  be  brought,  which  was  urged  by 
Cicero  against  the  philosophy  of  Epicurus,  that  there  is 
aothing  generous,  nothing  noble  in  them.  The  Christian 
life  is  denominated,  justly,  a  warfare.  Every  encourage- 
ment should  then  be  held  out  to  the  Christian  soldier. 
And  the  Qospel,  as  we  interpret  it,  is  full  of  such  encour- 
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agemeat.  A  man  who  enlera  upon  a  contest,  strong  in 
the  joslice  of  his  cause,  and  in  the  belief  that  success  is 
pos^le,  will  strain  every  nerve,  and  will  come  off  a  con- 
ifoeroT ;  while  be,  whose  energies  are  crippled  and  hopes 
are  damped  by  apprehensions  of  defeat,  will  be  overcome. 
And,  Sir,  if  yon  look  for  the  scarce  of  those  enterprises^ 
which  have  shed  the  most  benignant  influences  upon  the 
world,  you  find  it  in  the  souls  of  those  who  have  recog- 
nized,  in  human  nature,  the  impress  of  Qod's  hand ;  — 
and  who,  therefore,  have  been  strong  to  attempt  and  per* 
severing  to  accomplish  great  objects  and  ends.  It  was  a 
remark  of  one,  who  has  been  called,  on  high  authority, 
the  Fenelon  of  England,  (I  allude  to  Addison,)  that> 
when  he  arose  from  the  study  of  Plato  or  Tully,  he  arose 
a  wiser  and  better  man ;  but  when  he  turned  to  those 
Theologians  who  inculcated  degrading  views  of  the 
moral  capacities  of  human  nature,  his  soul  died  within 
him  —  he  lost  all  courage  and  liope.  And  a  greater  than 
the  Fenelon  of  England  — -  one  to  whose  voice  these  hal* 
lowed  courts  have  echoed,  for  many  years  —  a  voice  now 
rising  in  the  courts  of  Heaven,  in  harmony  with  the 
strains  of  saints  and  seraphs,  —  always  inculcated  the  im- 
portance (to  the  cause  of  truth  and  virtue,)  of  cherishing 
soond  views  of  our  moral  nature.  This  house  has  oflen 
borne  witness,  that  his  soul  kindled  into  angelic  power, 
as  he  spake  of  this  and  kindred  themes,  -^  themes  which 
demand  an  "  angel's  lyre,  language  of  light  — -  and  senti- 
nent  of  fire." 

It  is  possible,  sir,  that  in  the  discussion  of  principles 
and  doctrines,  the  interests  of  piety  may  languish.  But 
so  it  need  not  be.    Controversy,  judiciously  and  kindly 
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oondactdd,  hating  for  its  object,  to  elicit  troth,  to  eettfe 
principles,  leads  to  a  directly  opposite  result  It  for* 
nishes  the  Christian  soldier  with  approred  weapons  of 
warfare.  It  selects  and  scatters  that  good  seed,  the  hee* 
venly  troth,  which  alone  can  prodace  good  fruit  As  ia 
the  natural  world,  the  lightning  flash  and  thunder  peal 
precede  the  fruitful  shower;  so  the  heat  and  noise  of 
oontroversj  may,  sometimes,  be  the  foreninner  of  a  purer 
piety  and  a  sounder  morality.  What  is  piety  f  The  lore 
of  God.  And  what  so  eminently  fitted  to  awaken  tlw 
pure  sentiment  of  lore  in  the  soul,  as  those  moral  quali- 
ties,  which  our  Theology  ascribes  to  our  heavenly  Fa« 
ther,  lore  blended  with  compassion  -—justice  tempered 
by  mercy !  How  full  of  inducement  to  a  fervent  piety  ie 
our  faith  1  Is  it  not,  in  every  thing,  fitted  to  awaken  in 
our  souls  a  true  Christian  zeal  and  devotion  7  Do  not  its 
great  themes  appeal  to  us  in  solemn  tones  of  remon* 
strance  and  rebuke  for  our  sins  t  Are  we  not  taught  by 
it,  that  a  righteous  retribution  awaits  us  beyond  the 
grave?  And  that  a  life  of  piety  and  virtue  ibrms  the  best 
possible  preparation  for  a  death  of  peace  and  a  hope  full 
of  immortality  t 

We  need,  positively,  to  insist  upon  the  great  principle 
of  righteousness  as  the  end  and  aim  of  the  Gospel.  If  we 
rest  our  hopes  of  acceptance  with  God,  upon  our  verbal 
assent  to  articles  of  faith,  we  may  meet  the  dread  rebuke 
—  Why  call  ye  roe  Lord,  Lord,  and  do  not  the  things 
which  I  say  T  The  desert  is  beneath  the  warm  infia« 
ences  of  the  sun  —  it  drinks  in  the  refreshing  rains  —  but 
the  beauties  of  vegetation  — the  mature  Bad  yellow  bar* 
vests  greet  not  there  the  beholder's  eye.    Bo  that  rdigioe 
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is  vaiiiy  which  is  not  crawned  by  praetica]  righteousnem, 
ahedding  a  fruitful  influence  over  the  whole  path  of  life. 

What  we  have  this  day  witnessed  in  another  place, 
shows  that  we  believe  that  the  social  element  of  our  niu 
tore  may  be  made  conducive  to  the  furtherance  of  pure 
and  nndefiled  religion.  Coming  to  this  city  of  our  an- 
nnal  solemnities,  from  our  various  fields  of  labor  and 
care,  the  reception  given  us,  so  full  of  kindness  and  sym- 
pathy, has  strengthened  and  warmed  our  hearts.  And 
are  we  not  brethren,  in  the  most  sacred  sense  —  devoted 
to  the  most  holy  cause,  that  ever  awakened  the  anxieties, 
or  called  forth  the  prayers  of  the  human  soul?  Are  not 
the  marks  of  a  common  parentage  —  the  seal  of  the  same 
adoption  upon  our  spirits?  Do  not  common  dangers 
lark  in  oor  souls,  and  lie  in  ambush  around  our  paths  ? 
I>o  not  similar  duties  claim  our  attention  ?  Are  not  our 
thoughts  aspiring  to  the  same  heaven  ? 

The  pure  Gospel  of  Christ  is  committed  to  our  trust. 
Soub,  hungering  and  thirsting,  are  beseeching  us  to 
point  them  to  the  bread  that  came  down  from  heaven, 
that  they  may  eat  and  live, — to  the  living  water,  that 
they  may  drink  and  thirst  no  more.  Let  us  thank  God, 
as  with  one  heart,  that  our  faith  is  full  of  truth  and  puri- 
ty. Let  us  remember,  that  we  are  bound  to  adorn  it,  by 
lives  of  piety,  usefulness  and  virtue.  And  in  our  separate 
fields  of  labor,  may  we  be  encouraged  ever  by  the  hope 
of  God's  blessing;  and  by  the  belief — which  we  have  so 
much  reason  to  cherish,  —  that  we  have  the  sympathies 
and  prayers  of  our  brethren,  for  our  fidelity  and  final  tri- 
umph. And,  as  we  unbuckle  our  armor  and  retire  from 
the  warfare,  may  we  hear  the  voice  of  God  coming  to  as, 
through  the  hopes  of  our  faith, 
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'<  Servintt  of  God,  woil  dOM ! 
Rest  from  your  loved  emploj; 
The  battle  fought,  the  victory  won ; 
Enter  your  Master's  joy.*' 

Rev.  S.  D.  Robbins,  of  Chelsea,   rose  and  thus  ad- 
dressed the  Association : 

Mr.  President,  —  I  rise,  Sir,  to  second  the  motion 
for  the  acceptance  of  the  Report,  which  I  have  listened 
to  with  deep  emotion.  Especially  do  I  sympathize  in  the 
tribute  of  respect  therein  paid  to  the  character  of  Dr. 
Channing,  and  in  this  house,  Sir,  I  maj  be  allowed  to 
refer  to  my  first  interview  with  that  great  and  good 
prophet,  who  has  gone  up  unto  his  glory  from  the  bosom 
of  the  Church,  and  the  heart  and  hope  of  the  world. 
Nine  years  ago,  Sir,  I  remember  well,  the  first  time  that 
I  stood  in  that  pulpit,  from  which,  with  holy  eloquence, 
that  honored  and  beloved  disciple  was  wont  to  defend  the 
cause  of  truth  and  love.  I  came  as  a  simple  village  pas- 
tor ;  it  was  my  earliest  effort  in  a  metropolitan  pulpit. 
With  humility  and  a  childlike  trembling,  I  beheld  my- 
self rising  to  address  a  multitudinous  assembly,  who  had 
thronged  the  house  of  prayer,  to  hear  the  word  of  the 
good  and  the  gifled  father,  whose  departure  has  knit  to- 
gether, in  the  family  affection  of  sorrows,  our  whole  peo- 
ple. I  can  never  forget  the  earnest  interest  with  which 
he  turned  round  to  me,  as  I  was  waiting  for  him  to 
preach,  and  said  to  me,  as  I  hesitated  in  the  choice  of  my 
discourse,  **  Take  either  of  your  sermons ;  they  are  all 
good  enough,  if  you  will  speak  out  your  whole  heart." 
The  discourse  I  chose  was  on  the  causes  and  remedy  of 
spiritual  indifference,  and  after  the  service  he  spoke  with 
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SO  much  kiodness  to  me,  and  cheered  me  so  cordially 
on  my  way,  that  I  have  ever  felt  the  influence  of  his  words 
as  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  of  my  clerical  life. 

I  have  listened  with  gratitude  to  the  many  illusions 
which  have  been  made  to  his  memory  to-day,  and  have 
heard  and  read  hia  eulogies  with  sincerest  satisfaction. 
It  were  enough  to  immortalize  Unitarian  Christianity^ 
that  it  hath  given  to  the  world  the  character  of  Dr.  Cban- 
ning.  He  was  the  world's,  but  in  a  dearer  sense  he  was 
ours ;  and  now  he  has  passed  up  into  that  heaven  so 
often  pourtrayed  by  him,  as  the  home  of  humanity  made 
perfect,  -—  may  his  mantle  rest  on  us  all.  It  belongs  to 
OB  to  eulogise  him  by  our  lives,  by  carrying  out  the  great 
principles  which  he  so  loved,  and  taught  so  well.  The 
great  problem  of  the  present  age  is  the  application  of 
Christianity  to  society.  It  was  for  this  great  work  that 
the  last  hours  and  efforts  of  Dr.  Channing  were  spent, 
and  if  we  would  honor  him  with  an  honor  which  his  de- 
voted spirit  would  accept,  we  must  go  forth  and  work  as 
he  worked  for  the  salvation  of  humanity,  and  lay  down 
our  lives  for  the  brethren,  lifl  the  degraded  out  of  their 
ruin,  and  hold  them  up  to  the  smiles  of  their  Creator  and 
their  Father.  The  time  has  come  when  the  recuperative 
energy  of  Unitarianbm  is  to  march  forth  to  the  work,  — 
all  the  great  questions  which  relate  to  man  must  be  mety 
and  they  can  be  met  by  the  spirit  of  our  faith,  as  they  can 
be  met  by  no  other  redeeming  power.  This  is  sufficient 
to  reach  all  the  great  momentous  if  oving  interests  of  the 
day, —  the  question  of  labor,  of  property,  of  liberty,  of  ho* 
linasB,  and  of  love, —  they  are  all  answered  by  the  great 
doctrines  which  unite  us,  as  they  are  answered  by  no 
other   creed   in   Christendom.     Brothers  and  friends. 
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the  axe  has  laid  long  enoagh  idle,  at  the  root  of  the  trees ; 
let  us  take  it  up  and  wield  it  well. 

Rer.  Mr.  Parkman,  of  Dover,  N.  H.,  then  addre«ed 
the  meeting. 

I  am  glad  to  learn  from  the  Report,  and  from  other 
quarters,  that  there  are  many  evidences  of  a  new  degree 
of  zeal  and  spiritual  life  springing  op  in  our  denomination. 
I  believe  we  need  still  more  of  these.  I  am  not  afraid  of 
the  charge  of  imitation,  if  new  modes  of  increasing  a  re> 
ligious  interest  in  our  body,  are  found  adapted  to  that 
end.  There  may  be  much  in  the  warmth  and  earnest* 
ness  which  others  exhibit,  which  it  may  be  well  for  us  to 
imitate. 

There  is  one  tendency,  however,  it  appears  to  roe, 
which  runs  through  most  of  the  religions  of  the  day,  which 
I  trust  we  shall  avoid.  The  great  want  of  the  age  is  a 
more  benevolent,  a  more  philanthropic  spirit.  I  fear  that 
the  absence  of  this,  in  many  of  the  great  religious  bodies 
in  this  country,  is  perfectly  compatible  with  much  relig- 
ious zeal,  and  with  an  earnest  missionary  spirit  To 
illustrate  what  I  mean,  (and  the  illustration  will  have 
pertinency,  inasmuch  as  this  Association,  as  a  missionary 
body,  may  be  called,  as  it  has  recently  been,  in  the  case 
of  Savannah,  to  afford  aid  to  feeble  societies  in  the  slave- 
holding  states.)  Imagine  a  run-away  slave — the  rep- 
resentative of  his  class  —  in  New  York  or  Boston  during 
our  great  religious  anniversaries.  He  has  heard  it  said 
that  the  religion  of  the  country  is  destined  to  overthrow 
all  social  abuses,  and  among  them  riavery.  He  enters  a 
church,  he  finds  there  assembled  the  Baptist  Association. 
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He  hears  a  great  deal  said  about  the  need  of  more  relig^ 
ioas  interest  and  influence.  •  Much,  too,  of  the  impor- 
tance of  sending  missionaries  into  the  destitute  portions 
of  our  country  at  the  West  and  South.  What  hope  does 
this  convey  to  his  ear,  in  its  bearing  upon  the  condition 
of  those  whom  *'  the  Gospel  is  one  day  to  set  free." 

The  man  who  is  most  zealous  in  supporting  the  project 
of  sending  missionaries  to  the  South^  is  the  very  one  per- 
haps who  wrote  the  last  able  defence  of  slavery  as  a  fiible 
institution  —  he  addresses  a  body  in  part  composed  of 
slaveholders,  and  of  others  who  are  in  full  fellowship  with 
them. 

He  turns  away  sadly  from  these,  and  follows  the  crowd 
into  the  Methodist  meeting-house.  Here,  too,  he  hears 
a  similar  strain  of  remark.  What  zeal,  what  warmth 
does  he  witness?  How  much  influence  must  the  great 
religious  body  here  assembled  have  upon  their  pious 
brethren  at  the  South,  who  hold  his  brethren  in  bonds? 
But  can  he  gather  much  encouragement  from  all  that  he 
listens  to,  when  he  remembers  that  this  very  body  has  en- 
dorsed one  of  the  vilest  parts  of  the  legal  system  of  the 
slaveholder,  viz.,  the  principle  that  the  testimony  of  a 
colored  man  shall  not  be  received  in  a  court  of  justice,  by 
actually  adopting  it  into  their  own  church  judicatories. 

He  goes  to  the  annual  meeting  of  one  of  the  great  or- 
thodox associations  —  to  hear  tidings  of  great  revivals 
which  have  swept  through  the  land.  ^He  calls  to  mind 
how  the  master,  from  whose  tyranny  he  fled,  was  a  sub- 
ject of  one  of  these  revivals.  It  would  not  be  strange  if 
Che  very  individual  who  is  to  preach  the  annual  discourse 
were  one  who  owned  several  of  the  members  of  his  own 
eburch.    I  might  pursue  with  him  the  examination,  how 

VOL.  XVI.  —  NO.  191.  3 


M  XieBTMBNTB  AMICQAL  RBFOBT. 


ftr  the  religion  of  the  coantry  hqs  a  bearing  apon  the 
hopes  of  the  slave,  into  further  details,  with  a  similar  r^ 
suit. 

How  far  are  we — we,  who  have  praised  so  much  the 
departed  Ghanning,  for  his  boldness  and  fidelity  to  great 
principles ;  we,  who  have  written  on  our  banner.  Liberty, 
Holiness,  Love  —  how  far  are  we  in  danger  of  imitating 
this  guilty  indifference  towards  this  great  moral  question, 
while  we  strive  to  imbue  our  hearts  with  more  of  religious 
warmth  and  zeal  7 

This  is  called  a  religious  land.  Nowhere  has  the 
Church  so  much  influence.  Nowhere  are  there  so  many 
religious  meetings  —  and  in  no  land  of  similar  lights  are 
there  greater  social  wrongs  existing. 

I  read  an  account  recently  of  the  visit  of  a  celebrated 
revivalist  preacher  to  a  Southern  city.  On  a  particular 
day,  it  was  remarked,  he  had  never  been  more  earnest, 
more  '*  evangelical."  Crowds  came  forward  to  the  anx- 
ious seats.  In  his  pocket,  all  the  while,  was  a  pair  of 
handcuffs  intended  for  the  poor  girl,  whom  he  was  to 
carry  back,  on  the  morrow,  to  the  Southern  prison- 
house. 

Is  there  not  shadowed  forth,  in  this  preacher  of  that 
Gospel  which  enjoins  justice  and  love  towards  all  —  the 
attitude  of  the  American  Church  towards  the  claims  of 
the  oppressed  —  crying  for  more  of  warmth  and  zeal,  and 
of  missionary  spirit,  getting  up  revivals,  —  while  the 
slave  groans  on  —  bis  oppressor  unrebuked.  Are  not  the 
same  false  views  of  religion  alluded  to  in  our  Saviour's 
parable  7  Humanity,  in  the  person  of  the  slave,  "  stripped" 
of  everything,  save  the  ability  to  suffer  and  to  work;  — 
lies  bleeding—  the  Christian  priest  passes  on ;  he  is  on 
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his  way  to  n  great  missionary  meeting,  or  to  one  at  which 
tbey  are  to  consider  the  wants  of  his  denomination,  or  he 
18  going  to  preach  the  Gospel ;  and  what  has  that  to  do 
frith  such  as  he  t 

The  Levite  is  an  anxious  inqairer  •— lost  in  thought 
while  pondering  the  question,  How  shall  I  work  out  my 
own  salvation  T  He,  too,  would  hardly  believe  that  the 
Gospel  was  preached,  if  it  did  not  address  exclusiyely  the 
selfish  principle  of  his  nature.  Let  us  seek  for  zeal  and 
for  earnestness,  whether  the  measures  to  be  employed  are 
old  or  new ;  but  heaven  deliver  us  from  that  spurious 
piety,  which,  while  it  is  full  of  these,  turns  its  back  on 
human  suffering. 

Let  us,  we,  who  have  said  so  much,  and  truly  too,  of 
the  influence  we  have  exerted  in  staying  the  progress  of 
infidelity  —  remember,  that  there  is  an  evil  spirit  moving 
to  and  fro  in  the  community,  •—  which  scoffs  at  things  we 
call  holy,  which  cannot  be  exorcised  by  good  words  ^  or 
by  even  well-grounded  pretension  to  zeal  and  earnest- 
ness. It  hears  these  from  all  quarters,  and  asks  none  the 
less,  Can  that  be  Christianity  which  never  utters  its  pro- 
test against  slavery  and  war,  and  other  forms  of  social  in- 
justice and  violence? 

But  what  can  we  do  T  I  answer,  slavery,  like  every- 
thing else  which  is  clearly  wrong,  must  be  done  away  by 
pablic  sentiment,  in  which  the  religions  element  must 
have  an  important  influence.  We  are  small  in  numbers, 
but  w6  surely  have  some  influence  on  public  opinion. 
What  a  mark  on  the  world's  history  have  the  small  body 
of  «* Friends"  lefl,  chiefly  because  of  the  ground  they 
have  always  taken  in  respect  to  the  great  moral  questions 
of  their  time. 


98  XIGBTtlNTH  AMHITAL  BBFOKT.  MB 

We  cannot  nse  the  same  means  of  inflaence,  which 
some  churches  of  other  denominations  have  emj^oyed, 
whose  ties  of  connection  with  Southern  churches  are 
much  stronger  than  those  which  connect  us  to  them,  and 
more  especially  whose  views  in  respect  to  the  Lord's Su|>> 
per  differ  from  ours  —  but  we  can  do  what  I  will  now 
venture  to  propose  in  the  form  of  a  resolution. 

He  then  offered  the  following  resolution :  — - 

Resolved, — That  the  Executive  Committee,  whenever 
affording  aid  to  a  society  in  the  slaveholding  portion  of 
our  country,  be  directed  to  accompany  such  aid  with  a 
solemn  protest  against  the  sin  of  slavery  — and  that  thej 
employ  no  preacher,  who  they  have  reason  to  suppose  will 
defend  that  institution. 

After  some  yery  interesting  remarks  by  John  C.  Pabk^ 
Esq.,  which,  we  regret,  could  not  be  furnished  for  publi«> 
cation,  Rev.  Mr.  Arnolo  addressed  the  meeting  as  fol* 
lows: 

Mr.  Prbsidcnt,—- I  know  not  that  I  do  well,  or  that 
I  venture  not  too  far,  in  attempting  to  speak,  withoai 
preparation,  before  an  audience  to  which  I  am  almost  en- 
tirely a  stranger ;  but  really.  Sir,  I  could  not  resist  the 
promptings  of  the  Spirit.  Coming  from  a  State,  where  I 
am  the  only  clerical  representative  of  our  faith,  —  the 
land  of  the  Edwardses  and  the  Dwights,  where  Calvin-' 
ism  has  luxuriated  for  ages,  and  where,  at  present,  mia> 
belief  and  no-belief,  indifference  and  bigotry  strike 
churches  and  individuals  with  a  mortal  paralysis ;  and 
meeting  here  so  many  sympathizing  friends,  and  hearing 
so  many  encouraging  words,  I  shotild  do  violence  to  the 
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feefiogs  of  mj  heart,  did  I  not  gire  utterance  to  the  fid- 
neas  of  its  emotions. 

I  do  not  rise,  Sir,  to  speak  with  reference  to  any  par- 
ticalar  part  of  that  very  excellent  Report,  which  we  hare 
jast  heard,  but  to  offer  a  few  remarks  on  the  spirit  which 
perrades  all  its  parts.  Sir,  it  is  the  spirit  of  hope.  It- 
speaks  great  and  encouraging  things  for  the  cause  of  ren- 
ovated Christianity,  which  should  make  us  glad.  It  opens 
to  oar  faith  a  future ;  — a  future  baptized  in  rainbows, 
and  bright  with  the  radiance  of  heaven.  But,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, there  are  other  voices,  besides  those  which  rise 
ever  and  ever  more  earnestly  from  the  bosom  of  our  own 
churches,  and  which  are  concentered  in  the  one  voice  of 
that  Report  There  are  voices  with  the  world  without, 
CO  every  hill,  and  in  every  vale,  in  town,  country  and 
city,  which  speak  hopefully  to  us. 

I  was  present,  this  morning,  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Mass.  Prison  Discipline  Society,  and  heard  there, 
also,  a  loud  voice  of  hope.  When  I  looked  around 
over  the  immense  assembly,  and  saw  how  sincere,  and 
deep,  and  universal  was  the  pity  felt  for  even  the  roisera- 
faie  victims  of  crime,  I  confess  my  bosom  glowed  with 
new  and  brighter  hopes,  and  my  heart  throbbed  with  a 
truer  and  warmer  sympathy.  And  in  those  eyes  beaming 
with  mercy,  and  countenances  eloquent  with  pity,  one 
might  hail  the  aurora  of  a  happier  day,  which  is  about  to 
rise  upon  the  human  race.  And  when  I  contrasted  the 
present  with  the  past ;  —  the  wide  and  active  charities 
and  humane  institutions,  and  philanthropic  associations 
of  these  modern  times,  with  the  cool  barbarities,  and  le- 
galized injustice,  and  crushing  despotisms  of  former  peri- 
ods, 1  felt,  in  common  with  thousands  of  others,  thai 
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hamanity  was  going  forward,  that  the  golden  hoars  were 
coining,  and  that  Saturn  and  Astrea  would,  in  very  deed, 
descend  to  our  earth  with  celestial  giib,  and  thus  realise 
the  beautiful  myth  of  the  old  poets. 

But  one  may  ask  :  —  What  has  all  this  to  do  with  that 
Report  ?  —  with  the  objects  of  this  meeting  T  —  with  the 
cause  of  liberal  Christianity?  Precisely  this.  All  these 
philanthropic  movements  for  which  the  present  times  are 
so  remarkable,  indicate  that  a  great  idea  is  struggling  in 
the  heart  of  society,  demanding  a  more  worthy  develop- 
ment in  all  the  forms  of  religion  and  life.  They  teach 
us  that  the  spirit,  the  life,  the  hopes  of  the  present  age 
are  far  in  advance  of  its  theology.  The  spirit  which  pre- 
sides over  the  operations  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Socio* 
ty,  so  diligent,  so  unwearied  in  seeking  new  methods  by 
which  society  may  punish  crime,  and  yet  be  merciful  to 
its  victim,  stands  in  direct  opposition  to  the  idea  of  the 
creeds  of  probably  three- fourths  of  the  members  of  that 
Association.  All  these  associations,  though  many  of 
them  may  be  premature  and  ill-conducted ;  —  all  these 
innumerable  voices,  that  rise  from  world  conventions, 
chartist  assemblies,  Wa^hingtonian  gatherings,  though 
many  of  them  be  as  stern  as  the  tempest,  and  rude  as  the 
storm-lashed  sea,  proceed  from  the  same  spirit.  They 
teach  us,  if  we  will  so  have  it,  that  the  world  is  ready  to 
recognize  these  two  ideas,  viz.  —  that  man  and  society 
are  destined  to  advance  unceasingly  to  the  higher  and 
better ;  and,  that  the  human  soul  ts,  as  Christianity  as- 
serts, God-created  and  God-preserved  ;  and,  though  sunk 
in  the  deepest  pollution  and  degradation  of  sin  and  igno- 
rance, is  worth  laboring  for ;  aye,  and  dying  for! 

Now  what  I  wish  to  say,  is,  that  our  exposition  of 
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Christianity  is  the  only  existing  rdigioo,  which  gives  an 
expression  to  this  spirit,  —  it  is  .the  only  one,  which  re- 
sponds to  the  ideal  of  the  age.  This,  Sir,  is  a  great  ques- 
tion, and  deserves  to  be  well  considered  by  us.  Every 
modern  sect  founds  its  theory  of  religion,  upon  the  as* 
sumption  that  it  has  fully  comprehended  the  immense 
idea  of  Christianity  ;  —  that  it  can,  with  a  glance,  take  in 
the  whole  thought  of  the  Saviour.  But  such  assumptions 
degrade  the  Gospel.  So  full,  so  complete,  so  absolute  is 
the  Christian  revelation,  that  it  stretches  down  through 
aU  time.  It  is  a  fountain  of  living  water,  ever  welling 
up  with  increased  power  and  freshness.  The  ages,  as 
they  roll  on,  evolve  new  truths,  and  sublime  views  from 
that  astonishing  record.  The  Christ  is  not  sleeping  the 
death-slumber  in  the  tomb  of  the  past,  sealed  up  by  au- 
thority, and  guarded  by  armed  sentinels.  He  lives,  and 
teaches  in  the  midst  of  humanity!  Millions  of  pious 
souls  recognize,  in  the  public  charities,  and  benevolent 
associations  of  the  times,  the  pulsations  of  his  great 
heart,  and  millions  of  arms  move  by  the  inspiration  of 
his  mighty  Spirit.  In  each  age,  he  points  society  to  a 
nobler  elevation,  to  be  won  ;  the  earnest  soul,  to  a  loftier 
ideal  of  perfection,  to  be  realized.  Now  every  sect, 
which  embodies  its  own  imperfect  conceptions  of  the 
Gospel  in  a  creed,  and  asserts  that  creed  to  be  a  true  ex- 
pression of  the  mind  of  Christ,  —  a  rule  which  shall  bind 
ail  the  future  in  matters  of  faith,  does  by  this  very  act, 
virtually  deny  the  divineness  and  completeness  of  the 
Christian  religion,  and  preclude  the  very  possibility  of 
advancement.  This  is  the  vice  of  all  present  theologies. 
And  yet,  among  all  blasphemies  against  the  spirit  of 
troth,  is  there  none  so  damning^  as  this,  very  attempt  to 
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chain  Christianity  to  the  insignificant  circle  described  bj 
human  formnlaries. 

It  is  the  glory  of  Unitarianism,  that  it  accepts  this  (hot 
of  progress,  and  is  in  sympathy  with  the  advancing  more- 
ments  of  the  day.  It  lays  no  fetter  on  the  soul.  When 
asked  for  its  creed,  it  presents  no  human  document,  bat 
points  to  the  life  and  teachings  of  the  Son  of  God.  It 
accepts  the  revelation  of  Jesus,  as  the  highest,  holiest, 
and  completest  manifestation  of  divine  love ;  yet  it  leaves 
the  manner  of  approach  to  the  Father  of  Spirits  open  atid 
free  to  each  individual  mind.  It  thus  sympathilses  with 
the  wants  of  the  soul ;  —  it  leaves  room  for  progress. 

Nor  is  our  faith  less  distinct,  in  its  utterance  of  that 
other  sentiment,  which  breathes  in  all  the  movements  of 
modern  society  ;  —  the  measureless  worth  of  the  immortai 
soul.  It  has  ever  frowned  indignantly  on  all  low  and  de- 
grading views  of  human  nature.  Ever  has  it  looked  with 
a  jealous  eye  upon  every  small  estimate  of  the  human 
faculties.  It  is  not,  indeed,  blind  to  the  actual  vices  of 
man  or  society.  It  sees  ^nd  mourns  over  the  vast  de- 
pravity into  which  man  too  often  plunges  himself,  but 
beneath  all  this  deep  corruption,  these  debased  affections, 
withered  sympathies,  paralyzed  powers,  it  discovers  the 
germs  of  a  better  life ;  —  a  moral  principle,  which,  if 
properly  developed,  will  exalt  him  to  the  dignity  of  a 
seraph. 

Unitarianism  is,  therefore,  the  truest  expression  of  that 
Spirit  which  now  inspires  every  department  of  life;  — re- 
ligion, science,  industry,  the  arts ;  —  it  is  the  faithfulest 
interpretation  this  century  is  destined  to  witness,  of  the 
Gospel  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour.  And,  although  the 
number  of  its  nominal  disciples  is  by  no  means  large,  its 
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creed  is  writ  od  the  brow  of  all  modern  literature ;  —  is 
proclaiiDed  by  the  voice  of  the  ages.  The  fires  which 
bom  apon  its  altars,  are  kindled  at  the  beams  of  the  star 
of  Bethlehem.  Sympathizing  thus  with  the  deepest 
thought  and  life  of  the  times,  it  is  capable  of  putting  forth 
«o  influence,  wide  as  the  circle  of  Christendom. 

And  what,  Sir,  are  the  duties  and  obligations,  which 
these  facts  impose  upon  us  7  The  first  fruits  of  the  har- 
vest ;  the  first  to  comprehend  the  idea  of  the  age,  our  of- 
6ce  is  that  of  apostles ;  and  this  imposes  upon  us  painful, 
yet  high  and  holy  obligations.  We  are  not  only  to  de- 
stroy, but  create ;  clear  away  the  rubbish  of  error,  but 
also  to  develope  truth,  and  bring  man  back  to  faith, 
love,  holiness.  The  Land  of  Promise  is  before  us  ;  but 
we  roust  subdue  it.  Yet,  when  we  shall  have  destroyed 
the  Amalekites,  and  driven  out  the  giant  progeny  of 
Anak,  our  labor  will  not  be  done.  It  shall  still  bo  our 
work,  to  raise  on  Zion  the  temple  of  a  more  spiritual  and 
living  worship ;  to  kindle  anew  the  hectvenifire,  on  the 
altar  of  the  One  God  I 

I  listened.  Sir,  with  great  pleasure,  to  the  earnest  and 
eloquent  words  of  our  lay  brother,  (Mr.  Park,)  who  pre- 
ceded me.  Most  cordially  do  I  respond  to  the  general 
spirit  of  his  remarks;  yet  one  thing  he  said,  which  I  can- 
not approve,  —  nay,  which  I  very  much  disapprove. 
And  the  feelings  in  which  that  remark  originated,  is  the 
chief  error  of  our  denomination,  —  the  greatest,  and  near- 
ly the  only  evil  we  have  to  contend  with.  I  mean  the 
fear,  which  prevails  so  extensively  amongst  us,  of  secta« 
rianism.  Sir,  are  we  not  Unitarians  ? —  and  is  not  this  a 
meeting  of  the  Unitarian  Association  ?  Yet  our  brother 
proooonced  the  word  apparently  with  a  most  painful  re- 
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luctance,  and  with  an  apology  for  its  use,  as  though  iC 
were  the  profanest  of  terms.  I  do  not  and  cannot  ap- 
prove this  feeling.  I  love  the  pure  and  simple  faith  of 
the  Gospel,  and  glory  in  the  name  of  Unitarian.  If  we 
believe  our  doctrines  to  be  "  the  faith  once  delivered  to 
the  saints,"  it  is  our  duty  to  preserve  those  doctrines ;  — 
to  labor,  for  their  diffusion  in  the  world.  We  should  give 
to  our  faith  a  strong  body,  —  an  efficient  organization,  in 
other  words,  a  CHURCH.  We  should  consolidate  our 
scattered  strength,  —  create  a  spirit  of  sect,  —  blend  all 
our  separate  and  independent  communions  together  in 
one  Church.  And  this  we  may  do  without  violating  one 
principle  of  liberality.  We  may  be  true  to  ourselves,  and 
yet  exercise  Christian  charity  towards  others.  With  us, 
Congregationalism  has  achieved  its  end,  by  transforming 
us  into  very  Ishmaelites,  bound  together  by  few  ties,  and 
having  in  common  but  few  sympathies.  We  must  leave 
this  position,  or  we  cannot  exist.  Individualism  may  be 
beautiful  enough  in  idea,  but,  in  practice,  it  has  ever 
been,  and  ever  will  be  but  another  name  for  selfish- 
ness. Already  it  has  struck  many  of  our  churches  with 
a  mortal  coldness. 

By  united,  earnest,  and  unwearied  efforts,  we  may  hope 
to  do  something  for  the  redemption  of  souls.  Let  no 
Unitarian  flatter  himself  that  the  day  of  toil  is  past  It  is 
not  so.  There  are  mountains  of  error  yet  to  be  removed. 
The  world  is  yet  to  be  redeemed  from  sin.  A  deep  and 
mournful  voice  rises  iVom  the  very  depths  of  society,  call- 
ing to  us  for  help.  There  are  multitudes  whom  no  fahh 
but  ours  can  reach.  There  are  thousands,  of  the  gentle 
and  timid,  who  have  fallen  into  darkness  and  doubt ;  — - 
there  are  tens  of  thousands  of  strong  spirits,  who  are 
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plunged  into  the  dark  abysses  of  unbelief.  These  must 
be  redeemed,  and  if  redeemed,  must  be  redeemed  by  us. 
And  what  will  be  our  fate,  if  we  shrink  from  bearing  and 
uttering  the  God's-message,  committed  to  our  charge  ? 
—  if  we  flee  from  the  labor  to  which  the  spirit  of  the  age 
calls  us?  —  to  which  the  Saviour  hath  appointed  us? 
Will  not  that  spirit  cast  us  out,  and  trample  us  down  as 
unprofitable  servants  ?  Will  not  Jesus  deny  us  before  the 
Father  ? 

W.  H.  CflANNiNO,  of  New  York,  rose  and  said,  —  We 
must  all  sympathize  in  the  earnest  feeling  which  dictated 
the  words  of  the  last  speaker.  It  is  refreshing  to  hear 
laymen,  warm  from  the  struggles  and  temptations  of  act- 
ual life,  bearing  their  testimony  to  the  strength  and  peace 
inspired  by  religion.  It  is  a  good  sign  of  the  increased 
vitality  of  all  denominations,  that  laymen  are  more  and 
more  becoming  ministers  of  truth.  But  there  are  some 
tendencies  in  the  piety  now  strengthening  in  our  church- 
es, which  seem  somewhat  unhealthy.  Wc  are  attempting 
to  revive  what  our  Orthodox  friends  have  manifested  in  a 
vigor  and  fulness  we  never  shall  approach,  and  which  it 
is  desirable  we  should  make  no  attempt  to  renew.  We 
do  not  need  to-day  a  piety  of  sentiment,  so  much  as  a 
piety  of  deed;  not  one  of  rapture,  but  of  calm  enei'gy; 
which  confesses  past  errors  by  reforms  in  conduct,  and 
proved  its  increasing  prayer  by  fidelity.  We  need  to-day 
the  worship  of  joy,  not  the  worship  of  sorrow ;  —  of  joy 
in  the  conscious  presence  of  infinite  goodness,  truth,  and 
power,  through  nature,'  society  and  the  soul  forever  re- 
newing us;  —  of  joy  which,  while  thankful,  hopes  for 
more  perfect  fulfilment  of  divine  order,  and  feels  that  the 
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worst  sin  is  fear.  Let  us  have  a  worship  of  deeds.  The 
church  we  need  is  the  church  of  Humanity,  where  the 
ministering  priest  is  Love,  and  disinterestedness  the  daily 
sacrifice.  We  need  that  the  church  should  be  wedded  with 
society,  in  indissoluble  union.  They  have  been  too  long 
divorced ;  and  by  the  separation  religion  has  lost  its  body 
and  society  its  soul.  Let  our  increased  zeal  for  Chris- 
tianity  show  itself  in  our  practical  applications  of  its  prin- 
ciples to  actual  life.  Our  faith  dies,  because  we  do  not 
the  works  it  commands.  Let  us  show  our  faith  by  our 
works,  and  new  inspirations  of  truth  and  goodness  will 
refresh  us  forever.  What  we  need  most  is  fidelity  in  so- 
cial and  individual  action.  We  have  been  called  a  con- 
servative body.  Let  us  understand  that  the  only  true 
conservatism  is  growth.  The  great  doctrine  of  Christ  ia 
that  we  should  all  be  one ;  let  us  prove  the  possibility  of 
united  interests ;  let  us  solve  the  problem  indeed  here, 
though  all  the  relations  of  capital  and  labor,  of  commerce 
internal  and  external,  of  justice  in  production,  and  justice 
in  distribution,  we  may  make  society  work  for  the  indi- 
vidual, and  the  individual  for  society.  A  resolution  is  to 
be  presented  to-night,  which  will  give  us  the  opportunity 
to  test  our  principles.  We  believe  that  God  is  the  Father 
of  all,  that  men  are  brethren,  that  this  life  is  the  scene  of 
education  and  immortality.  Let  us  apply  this  practically 
by  our  condemnation  of  American  slavery.  If  we  are  not 
prepared  to  say,  that  slavery,  wherever  it  exists,  is  a  vio- 
lation of  all  justice,  divine  and  human,  then  is  Unitarian- 
ism  an  empty  profession. 
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OFFICERS 

▲ND 

COMMITTEES    OF  THE   COUNCIL. 

Thb  aonaal  meeting  of  the  Ceuncil  of  the  Association 
was  held  June  1st,  1843,  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  in  the  Ber- 
ry Street  Vestry.  Hon.  Richard  Sullivan  was  chosen 
Chairman,  and  Rev.  Alonzo  Hill^  Secretary  of  the 
CouQcii  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Chairman  then  nominated  the  following  gentle- 
men for  the  several  Committees. 

On  Finance — Hon.  Stephen  Fairbanks,  Samuel  Greele, 
£sq.,  Rev.  S.  K.  Lothrop,  Lewis  G.  Pray,  and  Samuel 
May,  Esq'rs. 

On  Mtssiens  —  Rev.  Caleb  Stetson,  Rev.  Dr.  Park- 
man,  Rev.  A.  B.  Muzzey,  H.  B.  Rogers,  Esq. 

On  Parishes  —  Rev.  Dr.  Walker,  Hon.  Jona.  Phillips, 
Rev.  E.  S.  Gannett,  Rev.  Samuel  Barrett,  William  Pome- 
roy,  Esq. 

On  Tracts  —  C.  K.  Dillaway,  Esq.,  Rev.  Andrew  Bige- 
Jow,  Rev.  E.  Peabody,  Rev.  Convers  Francis. 

On  the  Anniversary  —  Rev.  Alexander  Young,  Rev. 
Charles  Briggs,  William  Brigham,  Esq.,  Hon.  Sidney 
WUlard,  Rev.  Alonzo  Hill. 


▼Ot.  XVf.  —  NO.  191. 


38  BIGHTSENTH  ANin7AL   REPO&T.  360 


CONSTITUTION 


or  THE 


AMERICAN  UNITARIAN  ASSOCIATION, 


1.  The  name  of  this  Association  shall  he  The  America v 
Unitarian  Association. 

2.  The  object  of  this  Association  shall  be  to  diffuse  the  know)* 
edge  and  promote  the  interests  of  pure  Christianitj  throughout  ouf 
country. 

3.  Unitarian  Christians  throughout  the  United  States  shall  ba 
invited  to  unite  and  co-operate  with  this  Association. 

4.  An  annual  subscription  of  one  dollar  shall  constitute  a  per> 
son  a  member  so  long  as  such  subscription  shall  be  paid ;  and  asul^ 
scription  of  thirty  dollars-  shall  constitute  a  person  a  member  for 
life. 

6.  The  officers  shall  be  a  President,  fifteen  Vice-Presidents,  a 
General  Secretary,  who  shall  hare  the  care  of  all  the  business  and 
interests  of  the  Association  under  the  control  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  an  Assistant  Secretary,  who,  in  case  of  the  absence  or 
sickness  of  the  General  Secretary,  shall  perforin  such  duties  of  a 
Recording  and  Corresponding  Secretary  as  may  require  immediate 
attention ;  a  Treasurer  and  three  Directors. 

6.  The  Directors,  Secretaries,  and  Treasurer  shall  constitute  the 
Executive  Committee,  who  shall  meet  once  in  each  month,  and 
shall  have  the  direction  of  the  funds  and  operations  of  the  Associ^ 
tion. 

7.  An  annual  meeting  shall  be  held  at  such  time  and  place  as 
the  Executive  Committee  shall  deem  advisable,  of  which  due  notice 
shall  be  given,  and  at  which  officers  shall  be  chosen,  reports  be 
made,  and  any  other  business  be  transacted,  which  may  come  be- 
tore  the  Association. 

8.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  power  to  fill  any  Ta> 
candes  which  may  occur  among  the  officers  between  any  two  an- 
nual meetings. 
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9.  Any  amendment  of  this  Constitution  shall  be  proposed  at  one 
oinual  meeting,  and  may  be  accepted  at  the  next  anniversary,  if 
Iwo-tbirds  of  the  members  present  be  in  favor  of  such  amendments. 

10.  There  shall  also  be  a  Council  of  the  Association  consisting  of 

not  less  than  twenty-five,  nor  more  than members,  to  be 

nominated  by  the  presiding  officer,  and  chosen  by  a  hand  vote  at 
the  annual  meeting,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  whenever  it  is  necessa* 
ry,  in  eoojunction  with  the  Executive  Committee,  to  consider  and 
determine  what  further  measures  may  be  taken  to  increase  the  use> 
fulness  of  the  Association,  by  what  means  they  may  be  carried  into 
execution,  and  in  what  manner  funds  can  be  provided  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  Council  shall  hold  a  stated  annual  meeting  on  the  Thurs- 
day  succeeding  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association,  at  four 
o'clock,  P.  M.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  call  <<pccial  meet- 
ings whenever  they  shall  deem  it  necessary,  or  at  the  request  of  any 
live  members  of  the  Council ;  and  twelve  members  shall  constitute 
a  quorum.  The  powers  of  the  Executive  Committee  with  regard 
lo  all  matters  not  acted  upon  by  the  Council  arc  to  remnin  the  same 
as  heretofore. 


Vote  passed  by  the  Executive  Committee,  September  23,  1826, 
m  amended  March,  30,  1830. 

Resolved,  That  every  member  of  the  Association  be  entitled  to 
one  copy  of  every  tract  of  the  first  and  gecond  series  published  by 
the  Association  during  the  year  for  which  his  subscription  is  en- 
tered. 

Vote  of  the  Executive  Committee,  passed  January  4, 1826. 

Voted,  That  no  society  be  recognized  as  auxiliary  to  this  Asg(>- 
dation,  the  terms  of  subscription  to  which  are  less  than  those  re- 
^oired  in  the  Constitution  of  this  Association. 

Vole  passed  by  the  Executive  Committee,  June  20, 1833. 

Voted,  that  the  4th  article  of  the  ConsUtution  be  so  construed, 
Ihat  any  one  who  shall  pay  thirty  dollars  for  the  General  Agency  of 
the  American  Unitarian  Association,  cither  at  once,  or  by  annual 
instalments  within  five  years,  shall  be  considered  a  life  member. 
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CLERGYMEN  MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE. 

The  following  Clergymen  hare  been  made  members  for  life  of 
the  Americain  Unitarian  Association,  by  (he  donation  of  thirty  dol- 
lars or  more,  principally  from  ladies  of  their  respective  societies. 


Abbot,  Abiel 
Alden,  Seth 
Alger,  Horatio 
Allen,  Joseph 
•Andrews,  William 
Arnold,  A.  C.  L. 
•Bancroft,  Aaron,  D.  D. 
Barrett,  Samuel 
Bartlett,  John 
Boiry,  William 
•Bascom,  Ezekiel  L. 
Bates,  Reuben 
Bellows,  Henry  W. 
Bigelow,  Andrew 
Brattr,  John,  D.  D. 
Biiggs,  Charles 
Brooks,  Charles 
Brooks,  Charles  T. 
Brown,  Addison 
Buckingham,  Edgar 
Burton,  Warren 
•Channing,  Wm.  E.,  D. 
Clark,  Amos 
Clarke,  Samuel 
Cole,  Jonathan 
Colman,  Henry 
Coolidge,  J.  I.  T. 
Crafts,  E.  P. 
Crosby,  J. 


Cunningham,  Francis 
Cutler,  Curtis 
•Damon,  David 
Dewey,  Orville,  D.  D. 
Doggett,  Theophilus  P. 
Edes,  Henry,  D.  D. 
Edes,  Henry  F. 
Edes,  Edward  H. 
Emmons,  Henry 
Everett,  0.  C. 
Ellis,  George  E. 
Farley,  Frederick  A. 
Field,  Joseph 
•Flint,  Jacob 
Flint,  James,  D.  D. 
Fosdick,  David 
Fox,  Thomas  B. 
Frothingham,  William 
Frost,  Barzillai 
Fumess,  William  H. 
Gage,  Nathaniel 
D.       Gannett,  Ezra  S. 
Gannett,  Thomas  B. 
Gray,  Frederick  T. 
Greenwood,  F.  W.  P. 
Hall,  Edward  B. 
Hall,  Nathaniel 
Hamilton,  Luther 
Harrington,  Joseph,  Jr. 

•Dead. 
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Hedge,  F.  H. 
Hill,  Alonzo 
Holland,  F.  W. 
Hoomer,  George  W. 
Howe,  Moses 
Hantington,  Frederick  D. 
Ingenoll,  George  G. 
Johnson,  Rufus  A. 
Kendal],  James,  D.  D. 
Lamson,  Alvan,  D.  D. 
Lincoln,  Calvin 
•Little,  Robert 
LiTermore,  A«  A. 
Loring,  Bailey 
Lothrop,  Samuel  K. 
May,  Samuel)  Jr. 
Memck,  J.  M. 
Miles,  Henry  A. 
Moore,  Josiah 
Motte,  Mellish  I. 
Muzzey,  Artemas  B. 
NeweU,  William 
Nichols,  Ichabod,  D.  D. 
Noyes,  George  R. ,  D.  D. 
Osgood,  Peter 
Osgood  Samuel 
Palfrey,  John  G.,  D.  D. 
•Parker,  Nathan,  D.  1) 
Parker,  Theodore 
Parlunan,  Francis,  D.  D. 
Parkman,  John 
Peabody,  Wm.  B.  O. 
Pierpont,  John 
•Phippe,  H.  G. 
Putnam,  George 

TOL.  XVI.  —  NO.   191, 


•Ripley,  Ezra,  D.  D. 
Ripley,  George 
Ripley,  Samuel 
Richardson,  Joseph 
Robbins,  Samuel  D. 
Robbins,  Chandler 
Robinson,  Charles 
Rogers,  T.  F. 
Sanger,  Ralph 
Sears,  £!.  H. 
Sewall,  Charles  C. 
Sewall,  Edmund  Q. 
ShaekfoTd,  C.  C. 
Sinmions,  George  F. 
Smith,  Amos 
Stebbins,  Rufus  P. 
Stetson,  Caleb 
Storer,  John  P.  B. 
Sullivan,  Thomas  R. 
Sweet,  John  D. 
Thayer,  Christopher  T. 
•Thayer,  Nathaniel,  D.  D 
Thomson,  James  W. 
Thomson,  James,  D.D. 
Waite,  Josiah  K. 
Walker,  James,  D.  D. 
Ware,  Henry,  Jr.,  D,  D. 
Ware,  William 
Wellington,  Charles 
•Wells,  George  W. 
•Whitman,  Bernard 
Whitman,  Jason 
Whitman,  Nathaniel 
Williams,  George  A . 
Young,  Alexander 
4^ 
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OTHER  MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE. 


Abbot,  Samuel 
Abbot,  MisB  Abigail 
Abbot,  E2nra 
Adams,  Benjamin  T. 
Adams,  James,  Jr. 
Adams,  Philip 
Alger,  Cyrus 
Alger,  Francis 
Ames,  Seth 
Ames,  David  W. 
Ames,  Mrs.  David 
Andrews,  Ebenezer  T. 
Aspinwall,  Samuel 
Atberton,  Charles  H. 
Appleton,  Nathan 
Appleton,  Charles  T. 
Appleton,  Francis 
Ball,  S.  S. 
Bancroft,  Mrs.  B.  D. 
Bangs,  Josiah 
Barrett,  Nathaniel  A. 
Barker,  Joseph  A. 
Baker,  Henry  F. 
Bigelow,  Alonson 
Bigelow,  John 
•Bird,  John  H. 
Bizby,  Miss  Keziah 
*  Blanchard,  Hezekiaii 
Blake,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Bliss,  Theodore 
•Bond,  Greorge 
Bond,  George  W. 


•Bowditch,  Nathaniel 
Bowles,  Samuel 
•Bradlee,  Joseph  P. 
Bracket,  Samuel  E. 
Brooks,  Peter  C. 
Brewster,  Oliver 
Brewster,  William 
Cartwright,  Charles  W. 
Carew,  Joseph 
Chapin,  Harvey 
Chapman,  Mrs.  Jonathan 
Chapman,  Mrs.  Margaret 
Clapp,  Joshua 
Colton,  George 
•Cotton,  John 
Cotton,  Joseph,  Jr. 
Cobb,  Elijah 
Coffin,  George  W. 
Cooke,  Mrs.  Mary  F. 
Coolidge,  Joseph 
Crocker,  James  H. 
Crocker,  George  A- 
Cushing,  T.  P. 
Cushman,  Henry  W. 
•ChUd,  Richards 
Dale,  Samuel  H. 
Dascomb,  Thomas  R. 
Dana,  Dexter 
Dan  forth,  Isaac 
Davis,  Charles  S. 
Davis,  James 
Davis,  James,  Jr. 
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is,  Joseph 
Denny,  Daniel 
Dix,  Miss  D. 
Dorr,  Samuel 
Doit,  John 
Diaper,  James 
Dwight,  William 
Dwight,  George 
Dwight,  Mrs.  Mary 
Dwight,  Jonathan 
Eager,  William 
Edwards,  EliBha 
EUiB,  Dayid 
Elhs,  Jonathan,  Jr 
Emerson,  Greoige  B. 
Emmons,  John  L. 
Everett,  Otis 
Faiibanks,  Stephen, 
Faiibanks,  Henry  P. 
Fariey,  Mrs.  Fredeiick  A. 
Feaiing,  Albert 
Fitch,  Jeremiah 
Fisher,  Joshua 
Foster,  Charles  W. 
Fowle,  C.  S. 
Foster,  Charles  A. 
Foot,  Homer 
Fiaocis,  Eben 
Frost,  George 
Gasset,  Henry 
Grould,  Benjamin  A. 
Gould,  Lewis 
Gray,  Harrison 
Gieen,  Ezra 
Hammond,  Daniel 


Hammond,  Samuel 
Hall,  Jacob 
•Hall,  Mrs.  Edward  B. 
Hall,  Sarah  B. 
Hawes,  Prince 
Hedge,  Barnabas 
Hewes,  Abraham,  Jr. 
Hewett,  H.  N. 
Heath,  Charles 
Hendee,  Charles  J. 
Hickling,  Charles 
Howe,  Zadook 
Howe,  John 
Hoar,  Samuel 
Hodges,  George 
Holland,  Mrs.  F.  W. 
Howard,  John 
Howard,  Charles 
Howard,  Abraham 
Hunt,  Nathaniel  P. 
Inches,  Henderson, 
Inches,  Miss 
Jackson,  Francis 
Jemegan,  Mrs.  Mary 
Johnson,  James 
Jones,  Mrs.  J.  C. 
•Johnson,  Milton 
Jones,  Miss  Charlotte 
♦King,  Gedney 
King,  Daniel  P. 
King,  Samuel  R 
•Kuhn,  George  K. 
Lawrence,  Amos 
•Lawrence,  Luther 
Lawrence,  William 
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Lamson,  Benjamin 
Lamson,  John 
Lane,  George 
Lewis,  S.  S. 
Lewis,  Mrs.  S.  S. 
Lincoln,  Oliver 
Lincoln,  M  S. 
Livermore,  Isaac 
Livermore,  George 
Lord,  George, 
Lord,  Ivory 
Lord,  Mrs.  Sarah  C. 
Low,  Francis 
Low,  John  J. 
Low,  Mrs.  Rachel 
Lombard,  Amou  C. 
Loring,  William  J. 
Loring,  J. 
May,  Joseph, 
May,  Samael 
Marsh,  Ephraim 
Manley,  John  R. 
Manley,  Miss  Mary 
Manley,  Mrs.  Abigail 
MeUen,  Michael 
•Metcalf,  E.  W. 
Miles,  Mrs.  Henry  A. 
Morgan,  Charles  W. 
Morton,  Ichabod 
Munson,  Israel 
Newell,  J.  R. 
Newman,  Miss  Mary 
Nichols,  Charles  C. 
Nichols,  Miss  C.  K. 
Olmsted,  Charles  H. 


Ome,  William  W. 
Osbom,  Kendall 
Osgood,  Isaac 
Otis,  Harrison  G. 
Owen,  John 
Parker,  Daniel  P. 
Parsons,  Thomas 
Parsons,  William 
Parkman,  George 
^Parkman,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Peabody,  Joseph 
Peabody,  Mrs.  W.  B.  O. 
•Peele,  Willard 
Perkins,  Thomas  H. 
*Pickman,  T.  Benjamin 
Pickman,  Dadley  L. 
Pierce,  S.  B. 
Pierce,  John  R 
Pray,  Lewis  G. 
Preble,  William  P. 
Prescott,  William 
Prentiss,  John 
Phillips,  Stephen  C. 
Phillips,  Hon.  Jonathan 
Phillips,  Mrs.  John 
Putnam,  Mrs.  Greorge 
Rantoul,  Robert 
Rice,  Henry 
Richardson,  James  B. 
Rhoades,  Stephen 
Roberts,  Amos  M. 
Rogers,  John 
Rogers,  John  Gray 
Rossell,  John  B. 
Rossell,  Nathaniel 
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Salisbury,  Samuel 
Saunders,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Savage,  James 
Seayer,  George 
*SeaTer,  Charles 
Seaver,  Benjamin 
Sewall,  Daniel 
Shaw,  Robert  G. 
Shaw,  Lemuel 
Shaw,  FranciB  G. 
Shore,  Jonathan 
Smith,  Melancthon 
Smith,  Mrs.  D. 
Smith,  Joseph  M. 
Southwick,  Phillip  R. 
Sprague,  Noah  P. 
^Stanton,  FTancis 
Stearns,  Henry 
Stephens,  Nathan 
Stone,  Lowell  M. 
Story,  Joseph 
Swett,  Samuel 
Sweetaer,  Samuel 
*SuUiTan,  William 
St.  John,  Samuel 
Stebbins,  Festus 
Townsend,  Henry  B. 
Thayer,  Mrs.  Christopher  T. 
Thomson,  John 
•Tucker,  Richard  D. 


Tuckerman,  Gustavus 
Tufts,  MrF.  Nathan 
Wade,  Eben 
Wales,  Samuel,  Jr. 
Ward,  Artemas, 
WatU,  Francis  0. 
Ware,  John 
Weld,  John  D. 
Weld,  Daniel 
Weld,  Mrs.  Martha 
Wells,  Mrs.  Lucia 
West,  Nathaniel 
Wheeler,  Jonathan, 
White,  Charles, 
White,  Daniel  A. 
Whitmarsh,  Samuel 
Whitney,  Jonathan 
Whitney,  B.  B. 
Willis,  William 
Wilkinson,  SimoQ 
Williams,  Moses 
Williams,  J.  D.  W. 
Williams,  David  W. 
Williams,  George  F. 
Wilhams,  John  D. 
Williams,  Isaac 
Worthington,  Wilham 
Wood,  Mrs.  J.  V. 
Whittemore,  George 
Willard,  Miss  FoUy 
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TRACTS 

PRIHTEI}      rOK      THK 

AMERICAN    UNITARIAN   ASSOCIATION. 

FIRST  SERIES,    19mo. 

Pm 
Vol.  1.  Ceoli. 

Ko.  1.    Tlie  Faith  OBce  delivered  to  the  Saints.    By  H.  Ware, 

«P  Tm  m  •  •  •  •  •  •^ 

*'  2.  One  Hundred  Scriptural  Arguments  for  the  Unitarian 
Faith.  •....• 

**    3.    On  Human  Depravity.    By  Edmund  Q.  Sewall. 

**  4.  Omniscience  the  Attribute  of  the  Father  only.  By 
Joseph  Ilutton.         ..... 

•*    5.    On  Religious  Phraseology.     By  Orville  Dewey. 

*'  6.  A  Letter  on  the  Principles  of  the  Missionary  Enter- 
prise.   By  Joseph  Tuckerman. 

«    7.    The  Unitarian's  Answer.    By  Orville  Dewey. 

'•  8.  A  Discourse  on  the  Evidences  of  Revealed  Religion. 
By  William  E.  Channing.    .... 

**  9.  Cause  of  the  Progress  of  Liberal  Christianity  in  New 
England.    By  James  Walker. 

**  10.  Remarks  on  a  Popular  Error  respecting  the  Lord's 
Supper.    By  F.  W.  P.  Greenwood. 

**  11.  Unitarianism  Vindicated  against  the  Charge  of  not 
going  far  enough.    By  James  Walker. 

Vol.  II. 

•«    12.    A  Dialogue  on  Providence,^Faith  and  Prayer. 

**    13.    A  Discourse  on  being  Born  again.    By  Mrs.  Bar- 

bauld.  ....*. 

**    14.    On  Experimental  Religion.    By  Convers  Francis. 
**    15.    The  Doctrine  of  Pronouns  applied  to  Christ's  Tesd- 

mouy  of  himself.    By  Noah  Worcester. 
'*    16.    On  some  Corruptions  of  Scripture.    By  Joseph  Allen. 
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No.  17.    On  Tests  of  True  Religion.    By  Orville  Dewey.  4 

*■     18.     On  the  Evidence  necessary  to  establish  the  Doctrine 

of  the  Trinity .    By  Samuel  C.  Thacher.     .  .      S 

"     19.    The  Apostle  Paul  a  Unitarian.     By  Caleb  Stetson.         6 

"^  20.  On  the  Doctrine  of  Two  Natures  in  Jesus  Christ.  By 
Alvan  Lamson.         ..... 

«*     21.    A  Dialogue  on  some  of  the  Causes  of  Infidelity. 

**  22.  Excuses  for  the  Neglect  of  the  Communion  consider- 
ed.   By  Samuel  Barrett.      .... 

"     23.    A  Dialogue  between  a  Christian  and  a  Deist. 

*"     24.    Divine  Revelation  advocated  and  illustrated. 

■*  25.  The  Divine  Authority  of  the  Christian  Revelation 
acknowledged.  .  .  . 

Vol.  III. 

"    26.    On  the  Original  Text  of  the  New  Testament. 

**    27.    The  Power  of  Unitarianism  over  the  affections.    By 

John  Brazer.  ..... 

*'    28.    The  Doctrine  of  Religious  Experience  explained  and 

enforced.    By  Samuel  Barrett. 
**    29.    Unitarian  Christianity  free  from  objectionable   Ex- 
tremes.   By  Samuel  Oilman. 
**    80.    On  the  New  Testament  conformed  to  Greisbach's 

Text.    By  F.  W.  P.  Greenwood.    . 
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NINETEENTH  ANNIVERSARY. 


The  Nineteenth  Anuiversary  of  the  American  Unita- 
rian Aaaociatien  was  celebrated  on  Toeaday  etening^ 
May  28ih,  1844.  The  meeting  for  business  was  in  the 
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Stort  in  the  chair. 
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Expenditures^  which  was  accepted. 
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Mat  30,  1843,  to  Mat  28,  1844. 

RECEIPTS. 
Balance  in  the  Treasury,  May  80th»  1848,  w  per 
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*<    Societies  and  Indiriduals  for  the  relief  of 
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4  HINSTBEIITH  AlfNITAL  S£POBT.  340 

From  Pomestic   Mi«ioiiary   Fund,   being   the 

amount  ■ppropriatcd    by  the    Executive 

Board,  ezcluaive  of  $3^20,  subscribed  to 

the  A.  U.  A.  received  thrtHigh  them,        f  1088  28 

"    American  Unitarian  Association,  Interest  of 

the  Permanent  Fund 700  00 


$10,180  08 
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Windsor,  Vt.  50  00 
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Topsham,  Me,*  .     100  00 

Calais,        **        .       60  00 
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East  Lexington,"    100  00 
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*The  payments  and  appropriatioQs  marked  thus  (*)  have  been 
made,  wholly  or  in  part,  from  funds  specially  designated  by  the 
Donors  to  be  applied  to  those  places. 
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PuH  R«y.  A.  H.  CoDAOt,  for  Miwiooary  Serrices 

in  IlUDois. 110  00 

*•     "    J.  Walworth,  for  Missionary  Services 

in  Illinois, 200  00 

«*     «    T.  J.  Griffitlis,  for  Missionary  Services 

in  Ohio, 100  00 

•*      "   Benj.  Parsons,  for  Missionary  Services 

in  the  Western  States,     .  .      40  00 

M      «<    Barzillai  Frost,  lor  Missionary  Services 

in  the  Western  States,      .  .      70  00 

<'     «    C.  T.  Brooks,  for  Missionary  Services 

in  MobUe 150  00 

««     *«    H.  Lord,  for  Missionary  Services  in 

Montreal,         .        .        .  .      15  00 

M      <•    F.  w.  Holland,  for  Missionary  Services 

in  New  York,  .      10  00 

*•      ««    J.  P.  B.  Storer,         "  *'  "      100  00 

«*      "    Mr.  Van  Tassell,     "  "  "        40  00 

"      "    J.  Bartlett,  "  "  "        10  00 

-      «    8.  J.  May,  "  "  "        20  00 

••     ««    F.  D.  Huntington,   ««  «  "        10  00 

•«      "    G.  W.  Hosmer,         "  "  "        20  00 
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vices in  Maine,  .  .      50  00 


$965  00 


7962  00 
BataneeoQhuid, 222S  (ii 

$10,185  08 

HENRY  P.  FAIRBANKS,  T\reaswrer. 
Boston,  May  38/A,  1844. 
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The  followiDg  gamg  have  been  appropriated  by  the  EzecatlTe 
Committee,  but  not  yet  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  viz. : 

For  Aid  of  Unitarian  Society  in  Southington,  Ct.  .  100  00 

<'                         <*                 Augusta,  Me.      .  75  00 

«                         **                 Saco.  Me.    •        .  60  00 

•*                         ^                  Standish,  Me.       .  75  00 
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To  Rev.  John  Walworth,  for  Missionary  Services 

in  llUnois, 100  00 

For  MiMionary  Services  in  Towns  on  Connecticut 

River, :     100  00 

For  Aid  of  Theological  Education  in  the  West,    .    100  00 


$2406  87 


Boston,  June  4, 1844.  The  undersigned  have  ezain« 
incd  the  above  accounts,  and  find  the'  same  to  be  cor- 
lectly  east  and  properly  vouched. 

Thomas  Tarbell,  \  AmdiMan 
Henby  Lobino^      ) 


The  following  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  then 


348  niMETBENTH  ANNI7AI.  REPORT. 

OFFICERS 

or   THK 

AMERICAN  UNITARIAN  ASSOCIATION. 

1844  —  45. 


PRESIDENT. 

Hod.  Joseph  Story,  LL.  D.,  Mass. 

TICE     PRESIDENTS. 

Hod.  Joseph  Ltman,  Mass. 
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James  Taylor,  Esq.,  Peno. 
Henrit  Payson,  Esq.,  Md. 
Hod.  Wiluam  Cranch,  D.  C. 

*'    Samuel  S.  Wilde,  Mass. 

"     Samtel  Hoar, 

'*    Richard  Sullivan, 

'*    Lemuel  H.  Arnold,  R.  I. 
H.  J.  HuiDEKOPBR,  Esq.,  PeDD. 
Hon.  Daniel  A.  White,  Mass. 

*'    John  Fairfield,  Me. 
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The  following  gendemen  were  chosen  Councillors  of 
the  Associaiion. 


Franeis  Alger,  Esq. 
William  T.  Andrews,  Esq. 
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N.  A.  Barrett,  Esq. 
Re?.  Samuel  Barrett, 
Rev.  Andrew  Bigelow, 
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E.  Cobb,  Esq. 
C.  K.  Dillaway,  Esq. 
Hon.  S.  Fairbanks, 
Rev.  F.  A.  Farley, 
Bon.  Albert  Fearing, 
Dr.  J.  F.  Flagg, 
C.  Francis,  D.  D. 
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Rev.  James  D.  Greeo, 
Rev.  E.  B.  Hall, 
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Rev.  Samuel  Osgood, 
John  Owen,  Esq. 
Francis  Parkman,  D.  D. 
Rev.  Ephraim  Peabody, 
Hon.  Jonathan  Phillips, 
Hon.  Stephen  C.  Phillips, 
Rev.  J.  Pierpont, 
John  Prentiss,  Esq. 
L.  G.  Pray,  Esq. 
Wm.  Pomroy,  Esq. 
Rev.  George  Putnam, 
Henry  Rice,  Esq. 
Rev.  C.  RobbiDs, 
John  G.  Rogers,  Esq. 
Henry  B.  Rogers,  Esq. 
Benjamin  Seaver,  Esq. 
W.  R.  Samner,  Esq. 
Rev.  C.  Stetson, 
Hon.  R.  SullivaD, 
Robert  G.  Shaw,  Esq. 
Rev.  Moses  G.  Thomas, 
Rev.  J.  W.  Thompson, 
James  Walker,  D.  D. 
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An  amendment  to  the  5th  Article  of  the  Constitntion^ 
reqairing  Gve  instead  of  three  Directors,  two  of  whom 
shall  be  Laymen,  was  offered  bj  Rev.  Mr.  Farley,  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

A  Resolution  was  offered  by  Rev.  Mr.  May,  of  Lei- 
cester, referring  to  the  course  pursued  by  a  Society  at 
the  South  in  relation  to  one  of  the  Missionaries  of  the 
Association  ;  the  subject  having  been  introduced  at  the 
last  annual  meeting,  but  no  action  having  been  taken 
upon  it  Owing,  however,  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  it 
was  voted  to  hold  an  adjourned  meeting  for  its  considera- 
tion on  the  following  afternoon. 

The  public  exercises  of  the  occasion  were  attended,  at 
half  past  seven  o'clock,  in  the  Federal  Street  Church. 
After  prayers,  by  Rev.  E.  B.  Hall  of  Providence,  the 
Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  read  by  the 
Genera]  Secretary. 


NINETEENTH    ANNUAL    REPORT 


OF   TBS 


EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE. 


The  Executive  Committee  are  happy  to  meet  again 
the  members  and  friends  of  this  Association,  and  to  pr^ 
sent  to  them  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Report. 

We  do  this  with  increased  confidence  in  the  trutb 
and  importance  of  those  views  of  Christianity  which  we 
«re  laboring  to  disseminate,  and  with  a  stronger  hope  of 
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(kair  auccess,  and  fioal  triurapb.  And  we  present  this, 
toO|  with  a  deeper  sense  of  the  obligations  we  are  under 
to  extend  more  widely  the  blessings  of  ihe  Go^el,  and  do 
more  for  the  sal?ation  of  men.  Every  year  makes  ub 
more  intimately  acquainted  with  the  condition  and  wants 
of  the  denomination^  and  opens  a  wider  field  of  duty  and 
naefulness. 

We  would  acknowledge  the  good  providence  of  God 
in  all  that  we  have  been  able  to  do  the  past  year,  for  the 
moral  improvement  of  our  fellow  beings, — for  the  church, 
for  truth,  and  holiness.  We  have,  indeed,  done  more  to 
promote  the  great  objects  of  the  Association  than  in  anj 
previous  year.  And  yet  we  have  had  frequent  cause  of 
regret,  that  our  means  would  allow  us  to  do  no  more^-*- 
that  many  important  parts  of  the  vineyard  must  be  ne- 
glected, —  and  spiritual  darkness  suffered  to  brood  over 
some  of  the  fairest  portions  of  the  country. 

Our  modes  of  operation  have  been  similar  to  those  of 
past  years. 

The  demand  for  our  monthly  publications  has  greatly 
increased.  Besides  supplying  the  associations  connected 
with  us  with  about  sixty  thousand,  we  have  had  calls  for 
an  unusual  number  from  different  parts  of  the  country, 
and  from  England.  We  propose,  occasionally,  to  pab- 
lish  some  tracts  of  a  cheaper  kind,  and  of  a  more  practi* 
cal  character. 

Eighteen  associations,  auxiliary  to  this,  have  been  form- 
ed and  reorganized  during  the  year.  And  nineteen  indi- 
viduals have  become  members  for  life,  of  the  parent  Asac^ 
ciation.  They  are  the  following :  Miss  Margaret  New- 
man, Roxbury  ;  Wm.  C.  Shaw,  Esq.,  Baltimore ;  James 
Fowler,  Esq^,  Westfield  ;  Rev.  Seth  Chandler,  Shirley ; 
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Re?.  Richard  Kke,  Dorchester ;  Rev«  Henry  Lamhert, 
Etti  Cambridge;  Mrs.  Elisabeth  Manning,  Cambridge ; 
Mrs.  Eiizabeth  Gonld,  Ashby;  Rev.  Wiliiam  P.  Lnni, 
Cfcnincy ;  Rev.  J.  T.  Sargent,  Boston ;  Re?.-  John  Wei8s« 
Watertown ;  Rev.  Geo.  W.  Burnap,  Baltimore ;  Mosea 
Everett,  Em|.,  Boston;  Rev.  Joseph  Osgood,  Cohasset; 
Rev.  Joseph  H.  Alien,  Jamaica  Plain,  Roxbury ;  J.  R. 
Applelon,  Esq.,  Dublin,  N.  H. ;  Mrs.  Mary  Clapp,  ond 
liisB  Catharine  Clapp,  Dorchester;  Ann  B.  Holbrook, 
Sterling.  The  whole  number  of  members  of  the  Asso^ 
eiation  is  between  five  and  six'  thousand ;  of  whom  up* 
wards  of  foar  hundred  are  members  for  life. 

There  are  still  a  large  number  of  societies,  some  long 
established,  and  others  recently  formed,  which  cannot 
support  the  institutions  of  religion  without  some  tempo* 
rary  assistaoce.  Several  of  our  new  societies  require  aid 
either  in  erecting  their  churches,  or  iiv  sup|K>rting  their 
ministers  for  the  few  first  years. 

Many  of  these  are  peculiarly  situated,  and  shonld  by  all 
means  be  sustained.  We  have  made  appropriations  to 
twenty-four,  in  the  following  places:  Saco,  Standish^ 
Topsham,  Augusta  and  Calais,  Me ;  Hampton  Falls  and 
Manchester,  N.  H. ;  Windsor,  Vt ;  Cabotville,  Green* 
field.  East  Lexington,  Chelsea,  South  Natick,  Dennis, 
Lincoln  and  Sudbury,  Mass. ;  Southington,  Ct. ;  Albany 
and  Vernon,  N.  Y. ;  Montreal  f  Hilisboro',  Chicago,  and 
Qtttncy,  IIL ;  and  Burlington,  Wisconsin  Territory.  Sev« 
eral  of  these  societies  are  in  very  important  placesi  and 
their  members  are  making  great  efforts  and  sacrifices  to 
wi9tain  them,  The  most  important  are  at  Albany  and 
Montreal.  We  feel  a  deep  interest  in  those,  who,  amidst 
ationg  prejudices,  and  under  many  trials  and  discourage* 
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mento,  are  laboring  to  build  up  tbe  truth  of  Christ,  i<p 
erect  churches  in  which  thej  can  worship  the  Father  ac* 
cording  to  the  dictates  of  their  consciences,  and  more 
profitably  than  in  other  churches.  But  we  feel,  if  pos* 
Bible,  a  deeper  interest  in  those,  who  are  comparatirelj 
destitute  of  the  means  of  religion,  —  who  are  far  away 
from  the  good  institutions  and  hallowed  places  of  their 
earlier  years, —  who  have  no  church,  no  preacher,  no 
Sabbath  school,  —  we  had  almost  said  no  Sabbath ;  and 
but  little  to  remind  them  that  they  are  ia  a  Christiaa 
country. 

We  have,  therefore,  attached  great  importance  to  mi»-> 
Monary  labors ;  and  have  done  what  we  could  through 
our  missionaries  to  meet  the  wants  of  sucIk 

We  have  employed,  the  past  year,  in  dilTerent  parts  of 
tiie  country,  and  for  longer  and  shorter  periods,  seventeea 
missionaries. 

A  correspondent  in  Illinois,  Mr.  Fuller,  thus  describes  a 
meeting  which  he  and  one  of  our  missionaries  conducted : 
"  Upon  the  evening  of  the  first  day,  we  were  made  wel* 
come  to  the  cabin  of  a  worthy  Christian  brother.  It  was 
deemed  advisable  to  hold  a  meeting ;  and  though  no  pre» 
Yious  notice  had  been  given,  and  the  population  was  scaU 
tered,  the  news  of  our  arrival  soon  assembled  thirty  per- 
sons. So  rarely  do  many  of  our  friends  in  these  sparse 
aettlements  hear  the  Gospel,  that  no  little  satisfaction  at- 
tends the  arrival  of  one  willing  to  preach.  Indeed,  there 
are  many  inquiring,  free  spirits,  who  long  for  religion^ 
pore  and  undefiled,  who  will  not  listen  to  those  fettered 
Ifith  a  creed,  or  preaching  Calvin istic  dogmas ;  men  who 
are  longing  to  hear  our  views,  and  ready  to  eiiftbrace  oar 
reasonable  faith.  Several  were  there,  who  remarked  that 
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for  six  years  they  had  attended  no  religious  meeting  what" 
tver ;  who,  weary  of  mysteries  and  the  errors  of  professed 
friends  of  Jesus,  had  almost  been  tempted  to  believe  there 
was  no  reality  in  religious  hope.  I  am  firmly  of  the  opin- 
ion, that  nothing  so  surely  saves  men  from  infidelity  as 
the  hearing  and  reading  of  the  truths  we  hold.  Here,  in 
this  humble  log  cabin,  were  gathered  men,  anxious  to 
hear  of  Christ,  and  learn  the  way  of  salvation.' ' 

We  have  employed  Rev.  Mr.  Griffiths,  of  Wales,  as  a 
missionary  at  Palmyra  and  Parisville,  Ohio.  He  preaches 
one  half  of  the  time  in  the  Welch  language,  to  a  society 
of  his  own  countrymen,  and  the  other  half  in  English  to 
a  society  of  Americans  and  Englishmen. 

We  have  encouraging  accounts  of  the  labors  of  Ret* 
Mr.  Adams,  a  preacher  of  the  Christian  denomination! 
whom  we  have  employed  as  a  missionary  in  Wisconsin 
Territory.  His  services  have  been  very  acceptable  to  a 
society  at  Burlington,  composed  of  Eastern  Unitarians. 
Rev.  Mr.  Conant  of  Geneva,  111.,  is  still  one  of  our  most 
devoted  and  successful  missionaries.  After  returning 
from  a  long  and  fatiguing  missionary  tour,  he  speaks  of 
the  great  satisfaction  he  derived  from  seeing  his  instruc- 
tions so  well  received,  and  the  doctrines  he  taught  so 
highly  prized.  *'  I  preached,  he  says,  on  my  way,  and 
distributed  tracts,  —  sowed  the  good  seed  in  some  places 
heretofore  unvisited  by  any  minister  of  our  faith.  The 
interest  which  I  sometimes  see  manifested  by  persons  who 
hear  our  views  of  truth  for  the  first  time,  is  enough  to  re- 
ward me  for  a  great  deal  of  physical  and  spiritual  toil." 

Rev.  Mr.  Walworth,  of  the  Christian  denomination, 
has  been  employed  by  us  as  a  travelling  missionary,  in 
J^orthern  Illinois  and  Wisconsin.    "  During  my  labors 
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and  travels,  he  writes,  I  have  circulated  a  large  namber  of 
tracts  and  books ;  and  find  them  of  great  service  in  re- 
moving prejudice  and  spreading  our  views  among  the 
people."  <*  I  find  our  views  peculiarly  adapted  to  the 
spiritual  wants  of  the  people  here.  With  them  I  have 
approached  the  thoughtless,  the  indifferent,  and  the  skep* 
tical.  And  by  the  blessing  of  God  they  proved  a  savor 
of  life  unto  life.  The  wanderer  has  returned,  the  skep- 
tical have  acknowledged  their  faith  in  Christ,  and  the  in- 
different have  inquired  what  they  should  do  to  be  saved. 
I  have  beheld  a  growing  faith  in  these  views  bringins^ 
hope  and  consolation  to  the  despairing  and  dying."  "  I 
am  sure  it  would  be  gratifying  to  our  Eastern  friends,  he 
adds,  to  witness  the  improvement  that  has  been  made  in 
some  individuals,  families,  and  neighborhoods,  through 
the  labors  bestowed  on  them  by  the  beneficence  of  the 
American  Unitarian  Association.  And  permit  me  through 
you,  to  present  the  thanks  of  many  kind  and  pious  hearts, 
in  the  Valley  of  the  Rock  River,  to  the  Association. 
Long  will  its  kindness  be  remembered  with  gratitude ; 
and  many  prayers  will  go  up  for  blessings  and  success 
upon  its  pious  and  benevolent  exertions.  There  are 
many  souls  here  hungering  and  thirsting  for  the  word  of 
life.  And  it  is  to  us  they  look.  Shall  they  look  in  vain  T 
I  have  received  as  many  as  four  letters  in  a  week  from 
the  distance  of  from  twenty-five  to  one  hundred  miles, 
paying,  come  over  and  help  us." 

To  meet  the  growing  wants  of  our  churches,  and  par- 
ticularly those  in  the  West,  it  is  important  that  more 
young  men  should  be  educated  for  the  ministry.  A 
Western  theological  school  has  been  in  contemplation 
ibr  several  years.    It  is  believed  by  many  that  preachers 
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educated  at  such  an  institution,  would  be  better  adapted 
to  the  West.  And  it  gives  us  pleasure  to  state,  that  ef- 
forts are  now  being  made  by  H.  J.  Huidekoper,  Esq.,  and 
Mr.  Frederick  Huidekoper,  to  establish  a  similar  school 
at  Meadville,  in  Western  Pennsylvania ;  and  that  the 
names  of  from  fifleen  to  twenty  students  have  already  been 
received.  Great  credit  is  due  to  those  gentlemen  for 
such  a  disinterested  and  truly  Christian  undertaking. 
We  anticipate  much  good  from  it  to  the  churches  in  the 
West ;  especially  as  it  will  afford  the  means  of  an  im* 
proved  Theological  education  to  the  preachers  of  that 
large  and  increasing  denomination,  the  Christians,  who 
are  substantially  with  us  in  faith  and  spirit. 

There  has  been  an  encouraging  growth  the  past  year 
in  many  of  our  societies ;  and  a  number  of  new  ones  have 
risen  up  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  Several  might 
easily  be  gathered  in  Maine ;  and  a  travelling  missionary 
is  much  wanted  in  different  parts  of  that  state.  The  so- 
ciety at  Windsor,  Vt.,  has  been  revived ;  and  has  now 
a  permanent  ministry.  And  the  society  at  Manchester, 
N.  H.,  may  be  considered  among  the  established  soci- 
cieties.  Preachers  are  wanted  in  several  places  in  Mas^ 
sachusetts ;  particularly  on  the  Connecticut  River.  And 
two  have  recently  been  sent  for  by  societies  which  have 
heretofore  had  clergymen  of  other  denominations.  The 
societies  in  this  city  are  doing  more  than  formerly  for 
missionary  and  other  objects  connected  with  the  churchy 
The  two  societies  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  besides  sup^ 
porting  a  ministry  to  the  poor,  are  doing  a  good  deal 
for  the  mariner's  church  ;  and  the  members  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Hall's  church  are  about  employing  a  missionary  to  preach 
in  various  parts  of  that  state.     The  new  society  at  South* 
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ington,  Ct,  has  erected  a  commodiouB  church,  and  pro- 
poses soon  to  settle  a  minister.  And  at  Hartford  an 
effort  will  be  made  to  build  a  church  in  the  course  of  the 
year.  Besides  the  growth  of  our  societies  in  the  city  of 
I^ew  York,  the  society  at  Brooklyn  has  greatly  increased, 
and  has  recently  erected  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
churches  in  the  United  States.  The  society  at  Albany 
has  been  prospered  ;  and,  with  the  aid  it  will  doubtless 
receive  in  paying  for  its  church,  may  be  regarded  as  per- 
manently established.  The  societies  in  Vernon,  Trenton, 
Syracuse,  Rochester,  and  Buffalo,  are  in  a  prosperous 
condition.  There  are  many  Christians  of  our  faith  in 
western  New  York ;  and  it  is  very  important  that  a  mis- 
sionary should  be  sent  there.  The  society  at  Montreal  is 
provided  with  an  able  and  devoted  pastor,  and  is  making 
great  efforts  to  erect  a  house  of  worship.  As  this  is  the 
first  Unitarian  society  in  Canada,  and  promises  to  exert  a 
wide  influence  there,  it  deserves  the  encouragement  it  has 
received  here  and  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  Of  the 
societies  in  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washington,  and  in 
the  Southern  States  we  hear  favorable  accounts.  Their 
condition  is  improving ;  and  they  are  generally  regarded 
with  more  favor  by  other  denominations.  We  feel  a  deep 
interest  in  the  society  at  Washington.  From  its  situation 
it  is  one  of  the  most  important  in  the  denomination.  Its 
members  are  entitled  to  great  credit  for  the  sacrifices  they 
have  made  to  sustain  it ;  and  they  deserve  our  sympathy 
and  aid.  Our  societies  in  the  Western  States  are  mostly 
in  a  flourishing  condition.  New  ones  are  springing  up 
there  every  year.  And  among  the  places  where  preachers 
are  particularly  wanted,  are  Cleveland,  Ohio  ;  Rockford, 
and  Warsaw,  Illinois ;  Burlington^  Iowa  Territory ;  and 
Munroe,  Wisconsin  Territory. 
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There  is  much  in  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the 
denomination  that  is  encouraging,  and  that  calls  for  in- 
creased efforts  in  the  cause  of  truth  and  holiness.  There 
is,  we  believe,  a  steady  and  healthy  growth  of  our  views 
in  this  country  and  in  Europe.  And  may  we  not  hope 
that  there  is  a  corresponding  religious  growth  ?  —  that  our 
faith  is  exerting  its  practical  influences  upon  our  hearts 
and  lives  ?  Besides  other  proofs  which  might  be  named, 
the  spirit  manifested  at  our  public  meetings,  particularly 
at  our  conventions  in  Providence  and  Brooklyn,  gives 
evidence  of  a  deeper  interest  in  religion,  both  among  the 
clergy  and  laity. 

We  have  received  no  letters  the  past  year  from  the 
British  and  Foreign  Unitarian  Association  ;  but  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Muzzey,  our  delegate  at  its  last  annual  meeting, 
gives  us  favorable  accounts  of  its  operations  and  pros- 
pects. We  deeply  sympathize  with  the  members  of  that 
Association,  and  with  all  our  transatlantic  brethren,  under 
their  peculiar  trials  and  privations  ;  and  earnestly  pray 
that  their  oppressions  may  cease,  and  a  brighter  day 
dawn  upon  them. 

The  Receipts  of  the  Association,  according  to  the 
Treasurer's  Report,  including  the  amount  on  hand  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year,  are  $10,165.3,  and  the  ex- 
penditures and  appropriations,  $10,370.37* 

The  result  of  the  Missionary  movement,  as  will  be  seen 
by  a  statement  presented  to  this  meeting,  is  highly  grati- 
fying. We  anticipate  much  good  to  the  churches  from 
efforts  like  this  —  to  the  churches  that  give  as  well  as 
those  that  receive. 

We  hope,  for  the  cause  of  religion,  that  a  better  spirit 
is  prevailing  among  the  different  denominations  of  Ghria* 
VOL.  xvn.  —  NO.  203.  2* 
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tians  than  formerly ;  —  and  tlyat  we  among  the  reat  are 
regarded  with  more  favor  by  those  who  differ  from  ua. 
And  yet  it  often  gives  us  pain  to  hear  of  the  prejudices 
that  still  exist  against  us. .  We  are  sometimes  denied  the 
Christian  name,  and  Christian  privileges.*    When,  alaa  I 

*  We  shall  be  excused  if  we  make  a  few  brief  quotations,  which 
tell  of  the  humiliating  fact.  Rev.  Mr.  Edgar,  a  Doctor  of  Divinity 
and  Theological  Professor,  at  a  large  meeting  in  Belfast,  Ireland,  a 
few  months  since,  was  loudly  applauded  through  a  long  speech 
against  Unitarians.  A  single  quotation  will  show  us  how  we  were 
regarded  by  that  applauding  aasembly.  *<  Who  is  there  that  neede 
doubt  now,  when  the  experiment  has  been  fairly  tried,  tliat  Unt- 
tarianbm  is  only  another  name  ibr  infidelity,  —  the  negation  of  truth, 
the  absence  of  religion,  the  extinguisher  of  piety,  the  cold,  deep,  dark 
grave  of  Christianity !  We  regret,  bitterly,  (hat  there  are  a  few  indi- 
viduals of  fine  natural  feelings,  and  kind  naturdi  dispositions,  who 
are  still  unhappily  associated  with  that  soul-destroying  heresy ;  and 
let  us  entreat  and  beseech  them,  for  God's  sake,,  and  the  sake  of 
their  own  souls  to  come  out  from  it,  and  be  saved." 

From  a  pulpit  in  one  of  the  towns  in  Connecticut,  where  we  have 
a  new  society,  language  like  this  is  sometimes  heard :  «  Unitarians  are 
as  rank  infidels  as  Tom  Paine.  They  spuro  the  Bible.  They  have 
been  recently  laboring  to  inculcate  the  principles  of  Voltaire  and 
Gibbon ;  and  there  is  not  a  man  among  them  who  is  not  at  heart 
hostile  to  all  true  reHg^,  virtue,  and  holiness." 

In  one  of  the  religious  papers  of  this  city,  are  the  following  re- 
marks :  '<  For  ourselves  we  can  have  but  little  more  hope  of  the 
eternal  salvation  of  Unitarians,  who  understand  that  system  and  yet 
adhere  to  it,  than  we  have  of  that  of  the  heathen.  Indeed,  we  think 
the  guilt  of  the  former  to  be  immeaswably  greater  than  that  of  the 
latter.  Our  strongest  desire  is,  that  both  Unitarians  and  the  heathen 
may  be  sanctified  through  that  atoning  blood,  which  the  former 
knowingly,  and  the  latter  ignorantly  reject." 

In  an  almanac  published  at,  Montreal,  the  Unitarian  society  of 
that  city  is  left  out  of  the  list  of  the  different  denominations  of  Christ- 
ians^ and  put  in  a  separate  column  with  the  Jews. 
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will  it  again  be  said  of  ChristiaDs,  as  it  was  in  the  prinii« 
tire  dajs  of  our  faith,  *<  fiebold  how  these  Christians  love 
one  another  I"  But  we  will  hope  that,  in  the  coming 
ages  of  the  church,  the  true  test  of  discipleship  will  be 
more  remembered  and  insisted  on,  and  the  spirit  of  Jesus 
more  preralent  among  his  professed  followers.  We  will 
do  what  we  can,  by  precept  and  example,  to  hasten  that 
period.  We  will  strive  so  to  live,  as  to  show  our  faith  by 
our  works  —  show  by  our  charity,  by  our  lives  and  con- 
versation that  we  have  claims  to  that  name,  which  is  so 
dear  to  us  —  the  name  of  Christian.  Our  faith  is,  indeed, 
precious.  It  is  to  us  the  truth  of  Christ  —  what  God  has 
spoken  by  him  —  the  faith,  and  the  only  faith  that  can 
meet  the  deep  wants  of  our  souls,  and  bring  comfort,  and 
hope,  and  joy  to  our  bosoms.  And  we  will  proclaim  it— 
we  will  contend  for  it —  we  will  live  by  it  — we  will  die 
by  it  -^—  and  if  need  be,  I  trust,  die  far  it.  And  if  we 
truly  live  by  it^  it  will  helo  us  all  a  savor  of  life  unto  life. 
The  sentiments  expressed  in  a  letter  of  Rev.  Dr. 
Nichols,  our  late  and  much  respected  President,  on  r^ 
signing  his  office,  (the  duties  of  which  he  feels  unable  to 
perform,)  are  so  good  and  so  much  in  accordance  with 
our  own  views  and  feelings,  that  we  do  not  hesitate  to 
quote  them,  '*  I  beg  leave  to  say,  that  this  resignation 
will  not  prevent  me  from  attending  the  anniversary  as 
often  as  may  be  in  my  power,  and  from  doing  what  little 
1  can,  in  common  with  my  brethren,  for  our  great  and 
good  cause.  More  great  and  good  it  has  never  appeared 
to  me  than  it  does  at  the  present  moment ;  nor  ever,  I 
believe,  has  its  spirit  rested  with  so  true  and  deep  a  power 
in  the  hearts  of  its  ministers  in  general,  as  now.  Every 
thing  is  giving  us  to  understand,  that  a  revolution  has 
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taken  place  which  will  be  satisfied  with  nothing  short  of  a 
liberal  and  generous  religion,  and  one  that  shall  speak 
with  truthfulness  and  power  to  the  common  sensibilities 
of  our  nature.  The  dogmatist  and  the  formalist  are  less 
and  less  capable  every  hour  of  filling  the  office  of  the 
eyangelist.  Public  curiosity  tires  and  is  disgusted,  almost 
as  soon  as  excited,  over  any  theological  dispute,  in  which 
such  men  endeavor  to  supersede  the  plain  and  distinct 
impressions  of  the  understanding.  I  see  no  proof  that  the 
community  are  discarding  a  reverence  for  religion ;  only 
it  must  be  the  religion  of  common  sense,  disinterestedness, 
benevolence,  and  practical  piety.  May  the  articulate 
voice  of  this  religion  speak  out  with  increasing  boldness 
and  kindness  from  every  Unitarian  pulpit.  The  honest 
and  intelligent  men  of  humble  ranks,  and  of  all  ranks,  are 
more  and  more  calling  us,  in  the  providence  of  God,  '  to 
come  over  to  Macedonia  and  help  them,'  —  to  give  them 
a  rational  instead  of  a  bewildei^d  religion,  —  to  speak  to 
their  souls,  of  which  there  is  such  wide  and  mournful 
need,  —  and  to  bless  their  spiritual  being  with  a  living 
and  practical  faith.  I  hope  that  in  the  powerful  fellow- 
ship of  such  a  faith  our  brethren  and  friends  may  come 
together  on  the  approaching  venerable  and  pleasant  season 
of  our  Anniversary  ;  —  and  that  from  many  springs  there 
may  gush  up  the  proofs  of  a  moral  force,  rich  in  the  best 
sensibilities,  and  the  most  overflowing  convictions  of  the 
reality  and  solemnity  of  the  truths  in  which  we  believe.''* 
We  cannot  close  without  referring  to  the  frequent  in- 
stances of  mortality  which  hare  occurred  the  past  year 

*  At  the  business  meeting  thanks  were  voted  to  Rev.  Dr.  Nichols, 
for  his  faithful  and  efficient  services  as  President  of  the  Associa  tioD. 
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among  our  clerical  brethren.  We  look  in  vain  for  the 
faces  of  several,  who  were  with  us  on  the  last  anniversary  ; 
whom  we  valued  and  loved.  Since  the  commencement  of 
1843,  but  little  more  than  a  year,  eleven  clergymen  have, 
in  the  Providence  of  God,  been  called  from  their  earthly 
labors.*  We  have  not  time  to  speak  of  them  as  we  could 
wish.  But  we  feel  constrained  to  refer  particularly  to  one 
who  was  among  the  earliest  and  truest  friends  of  this 
Association,  who,  for  ten  years,  was  one  of  its  most 
efficient  officersj  and  did  much  to  promote  its  best  inter- 
ests. The  name  of  Ware  is  dear  to  us  all  —  is  dear  to 
this  community,  and  to  all  our  churches ;  which  he  greatly 
blessed  in  his  life,  and  now  blesses,  and  will  long  bless  by 
the  pious  influence  of  his  writings  and  the  holy  light  of 
his  e&arople. 


Rev.  S.  K.  LoTHROP,  in  behalf  of  the  Executive  Coro- 
mittee,  presented  the  following  Resolutions  for  discussion 
during  the  evening : 

Kesolved,  —  That  the  agitations  and  strifes  that  divide 
and  subdivide  the  various  religious  sects,  that  maintain  an 
extra  Scriptural  authority  in  matters  of  faith,  whether 
said  authority  be  supposed  to  reside  in  human  creeds,  or 
hierarchies,  and  the  evil  consequences  resulting  therefrom, 
exalt  and  assure  those  great  Protestant  principles,  by 
which  Luther  was  justified,  and  through  which  he  tri- 

•  Rev.  Messrs.  Swett,  Simpkins,  Whitney,  Wells,  Damon,  Green- 
wood, Ware,  Cotton,  Say  ward,  Allen  and  Storer. 
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umphed  ;  which  Robinson  commended  to  the  Fathers  of 
New  England,  to  which  we  claim  to  be  faithful,  but  from 
which,  all  these  other  sects  seem,  in  our  judgment,  more 
or  less  widely  to  depart. 

Resolved,  —  That  in  our  recent  missionary  efforts,  we 
recognise  the  practical  operation  of  Gospel  principles  and 
affections ;  and  that  in  the  success  of  these  efforts,  we  find 
encouragement  to  renewed  exertions  to  fulfil  our  part  in 
the  execution  of  that  great  command  of  our  Lord  and 
Savior  Jesus  Christ,  which  permits  us  not  to  cease  from 
our  labors  to  diffuse  the  Gospel,  till  it  is  preached  to  e?ery 
creature ;  and  upon  these  exertions,  we  devoutly  supplicate 
the  Divine  blessing. 

Resolved^  —  That  we  are  gratified  to  learn,  that  not- 
withstanding intolerance  and  injustice  have  subjected  our 
brethren  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  severe  trials,  in 
which  we  sincerely  sympathize,  Unitarian  sentiments  are 
yet  making  gradual,  healthful  and  steady  progress  in  those 
countries,  as  also  in  France,  Holland,  and  in  Switzer- 
land ;  and  that  we  regard  this  fact  as  uniting  with  much 
other  evidence  to  prove  that  all  the  obstacles  resulting 
from  religious  prejudices,  from  ecclesiastical  and  political 
powers,  though  they  may  retard,  can  not  wholly  prevent 
the  growing  prevalence  of  those  pure  and  simple  Gospel 
truths  which  we  hold  —  truths  which  we  may  *  hope, 
through  the  influence  of  a  liberal,  intellectual  Christian 
culture,  to  see  more  generally  diffused. 

Resolved,  —  ThM  we  bow  submissive  to  those  appoint- 
ments of  an  all-wise  Providence,  whereby  an  unusual 
number  of  our  clergy,  highly  honored  and  beloved,  have 
been  removed  during  the  past  year,  from  the  scene  of  their 
earthly  labors,  to  their  heavenly^  re  ward;    and  while  we 
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tenderly  sympathise  with  their  bereaved  families  and  flocks, 
we  cherish  their  memories  as  a  rich  legacy  of  holy  influ- 
ences—  incentives  to  gratitude  and  fidelity. 


Rev.  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Salem,  arose  and  addressed 
the  meeting. 

He  said,  —  That  the  doctrine  of  "the  sufBciency  of 
the  Scriptures  as  a  rule  of  faith  "  had  been  alluded  to 
by  the  President  as  a  doctrine  of  Protestantism ;  but 
the  Protestant  church  as  a  tohoh  had  not  been  true  to 
the  principle ;  and  he  was  compelled  to  regard  it  as  be« 
longing  particularly  to  that  branch  of  the  church  known 
as  Unitarian.  It  is  one  of  the  most  agreeable  as  well  as 
striking  features  of  the  Unitarian  denomination,  that  they 
take  their  views  of  revealed  religion  directly,  at  first  hand, 
from  the  Scriptures.  They  do  not  go  first  to  the  cate- 
chism, to  jLhe  creed,  to  the  church,  to  learn  what  is  a 
troth  to  be  believed,  and  to  the  Scriptures  afterwards,  to 
be  confirmed  in  the  views  thus  ascertained ;  but  they  go 
first  to  the  Scriptures  themselves  and  ask  of  them,  as  the 
oracles  of  Ood,  what  is  the  mind  of  the  spirit.  They  ac- 
knowledge no  authority  as  binding  upon  them  in  matters 
of  faith,  but  the  word  of  God.  The  traditional  interpre- 
tations of  that  word,  which  are  held  by  so  many  in  equal 
reverence  with  the  word  itself,  they  value  but  little.  The 
article  of  agreement  adopted  by  different  portions  of  the 
church,  whether  Catholic  or  Protestant,  Episcopal  or 
Presbyterian,  they  regard  as  checks  to  the  freedom  of 
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individual  inquiry,  as  tending  to  shut  up  the  Bible  from 
general  investigation,  and  as  interposing  a  human  and 
fallible  authority,  —  human  and  fallible,  yet  powerful  and 
decisive,  —  between  the  Scriptures  and  the  reason  and 
conscience  of  man.  They  do  not  much  care,  except  as 
a  matter  of  curiosity,  what  the  Christian  Fathers  believed  ; 
what  popes,  and  bishops,  and  kings,  who  lived  in  times 
of  intellectual  and  moral  darkness,  decreed  to  be  doc- 
trines'of  religion  ;  nor  indeed  what  the  Reformers  of  the 
sixteenth  century,  just  emerging  from  the  ignorance, 
and  breaking  the  chains  of  Romish  superstition,  thought 
and  said  concerning  the  truths  of  divine  revelation ;  but 
referring  directly,  '*  to  the  law  and  the  testimony,"  to  a 
written  Gospel  itself,  they  reverently  inquire  of  that,  the 
only  sure  source  of  religious  knowledge,  what  Jesus  him* 
self  taught,  what  the  Apostles  believed  and  preached,  and 
what  they  would  have  mankind  receive  and  do. 

Now  this,  all  must  see,  is  a  great  point ;  and  it  is  a 
great  point  of  difference  between  Unitarians  and  most 
other  denominations  of  Christians.  Will  it  be  said  that 
those  Christians  who  have  adopted  the  name  of  "Ortho* 
dox,"  hold  this  principle  as  well  as  Unitarians.  Much 
as  he  respected  them,  he  must  utterly  deny  that  the  fact 
ifl  so.  They  have  never  practically  consented  to  this 
principle.  Like  the  Catholics,  they  have  all,  without  ex* 
ception,  virtually  rejected  it.  They  have  always  mani- 
fested the  greatest  fear  of  it.  Though  challenged  over 
and  over  again  to  commit  their  cause  to  it,  —  the  cause 
of  our  common -Christianity,  they  have  steadily  refused. 
I  believe,  said  he,  as  I  believe  in  Qod,  they  dare  not  do 
it ;  and  they  dare  not  do  it  because  they  see  or  fear  that 
it  would  be  fatal  to  their  theology.    This  principle  then. 
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belongs  to  UoitarMDism.  It  has  been  long  maintained 
by  Unitarian  preachers  and  writers^  against  the  strong 
opposition,  and  **the  fterj  darts"  of  their  theological  ad- 
versaries. *'  Take  awaj  yoor  false  and  blinding  creeds 
from  before  the  minds  of  men,"  has  been  their  most 
earnest  cry ;  "let  the  Scriptures  have  a  fair  chance  with 
the  people ;  let  the  young,  and  inquirers  of  every  age,  be 
directed  to  the  word  of  God,  for  correction  and  instruc* 
tion  in  righteousness,  for  doctrine  and  reproof,  for  pre- 
cept and  example,  for  faith,  and  hope,  and  salvation." 
This  is  all  w6  ask.  But  it  has  not  been  done.  He  had 
no  hope  that  it  soon  would  be.  The  creed  continues  to 
usurp  the  place  of  the  Bible, —  the  creed  first,  the  Bible 
afterwards.  To  him  this  was  a  most  mournful  fact  in  the 
history  of  our  churches.  It  manifests  a  melancholy  dis- 
trust of  the  human  soul,  of  its  capacity  and  disposition  to 
receive  the  truth  which  Ood  is  pleased  to  reveal.  Yet  so 
it  is.  The  fact,  unjust  as  it  is  to  man,  injurious  as  it  is 
to  Christianity,  and  contrary  as  it  is  to  the  great  funda- 
mental principle  of  original  Protestantism,  the  fact  exists ; 
it  exists  in  the  churches  immediately  around  us ;  it  ex- 
ists generally  throughout  Christendom.  In  confirmation 
of  this  he  asked,  into  which  of  the  churches,  called  '*  Or- 
thodox," a  believer  in  Christ,  of  irreproachable  character, 
could  be  admitted  upon  such  a  profession  as  the  follow- 
ing :  "I  believe  in  the  divine  origin  and  infallible  author* 
ity  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  I  believe  it  is  my  duty  dili- 
gently to  study  them,  and  to  receive  all  the  trnth  which, 
firom  time  to  time,  they  shall  reveal  to  my  mind.  I  be- 
lieve that  it  is  my  duty  to  take  up  my  cross  daily  and  fol- 
low Christ  I  believe  that  I  shall  be  judged  hereafter 
according  to  the  principles  of  the  Gospel ;  and  that  there- 
▼OL.  zvii.  —  NO.  303.  3 
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fore  it  ought  to  be  my  first  coDcern  to  anderstand  those 
principles,  and  my  constant  care  to  apply  them  to  the 
regulation  of  my  heart  and  life.  And  whatever  of  duty 
is  implied  in  this  profession,  I  solemnly  pledge  myself, 
with  the  help  of  God,  to  perform.*'  Would  any  of  those, 
churches  receive  and  welcome  him  as  ;i  Christian  brother 
upon  such  a  profession  simply  ?  Not  onb.  And  why 
not  ?  Because  the  creed  is  greater  than  the  Bible  ;  be- 
cause the  words  which  man's  wisdom  teacheth  are  felt  to 
be  iaftT^  as  an  exponent  of  faith,  than  the  inspired  words 
of  the  Author  and  Finisher  of  our  faith.  He  who  would 
be  admitted  into  one  of  those  churches  must  be  ready  to 
say  in  substance,  ''  I  believe  in  your  creed  now,  and  I 
hope  always  to  believe  in  it.  I  receive  it  as  a  true  and 
sufficient  summary  of  all  Scripture  doctrine.  I  promise 
to  acknowledge  as  brethren  all  who  adopt  it,  and  to  walk 
in  love  and  fellowship  with  them,  and  none  others." 
Now  consider  this.  Consider  the  wrong  there  is  in  it. 
Consider  the  awful  presumption  there  is  in  it.  Consider 
how  effectually  it  precludes  an  unbiassed  searching  of 
the  sacred  page ;  what  a  chain  it  fastens  upon  the  soul  to 
prevent  its  advancing  into  other  regions  of  truth ;  and 
what  a  pledge  it  imposes  on  the  conscience,  never  to  re* 
ceive  as  true,  any  doctrine  not  contained  in  the  creed. 
Consider  its  bearing  particularly  on  a  young  mind,  just 
aroused  to  the  contemplation  of  its  condition,  its  dutj, 
and  its  destiny ;  just  beginning  to  feel  the  necessity  of 
self-consecration,  and  to  crave  the  light  and  influence  of 
Christian  truth.  Such  a  one  is  brought  to  the  door  of 
the  church.  He  is  ignorant  of  the  Scriptures,  having 
never  read  them  wkh  attention,  —  never  sought  for  wis- 
dom in  them  as  for  hid  treasure,  —  and,  alas !  cases  of 
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this  sort  are  very  noroeroae.  He  is  brought,  in  bis  youth* 
fbl  simplicity,  in  the  fervor  of  his  quickened  affections, 
lo  the  sincerity  of  a  heart,  now,  for  the  first  time,  thirsts 
ing  for  the  truth  and  panting  after  God,  —  he  is  brought 
to  the  church,  and  is  there  presented  with  a  creed,  which 
he  is  given  to  understand  embodies  all  the  essential  doc- 
trines of  religion.  In  a  solemn  manner  he  gives  his  as- 
sent to  it,  and  is  taken  in.  He  has  never  examined  the 
sobject  at  all,  (for  this  is  the  case  supposed,  and  it  is  by 
no  means  an  unusual  one,)  and  yet  he  professes  to  believe 
that  certain  doctrines  contained  in  the  creed  are  the 
essential  doctrines  of  religion.  On  what  authority?  Of 
the  Scriptures,  or  of  his  own  judgment  upon  their  teach- 
ings? No,  but  of  the  church,  and  the  commandments 
and  traditions  of  the  church  !  And  this  is  the  old  Cath- 
olic assumption,  the  very  usurpation  against  which,  as 
recently  exhibited  in  the  £piscopal  sect,  Orthodoxy  is 
uttering  her  loud  and  mighty  protest.  Beautiful  consis- 
tency !     Comment  upon  it  is  unnecessary. 

And  he  would  confine  himself  to  the  effect  of  this  rule 
apon  an  individual  such  as  he  had  just  described.  He  is 
received  into  the  church  upon  the  profession  of  his  faith 
in  the  creed.  He  considers  himself  pledged,  by  the  act 
of  acknowledgment,  to  maintain  the  doctrines  of  the 
creed.  And  the  consequence  is,  that  he  can  never  afier-^ 
wards  read  the  toord  of  Ood  with  a  perfectly  unbiassed 
ndnd.  Moreover,  he  is  placed  under  the  strongest  temp- 
tation to  pervert  that  word,  if  such  a  thing  should  be  ne- 
cessary, in  order  to  vindicate  and  sustain  the  views  which 
ho  has  received  from  others,  and  ignorantly  assented  to 
as  true.  He  has  been  deprived  of  his  liberty  as  a  Christ- 
ian, or  has  voluntarily  surrendered  it  to  those  who  ought 
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to  have  bad  too  much  conscienee  and  too  mQch  faith  to 
have  permitted  the  sacrifice.  He  is  no  longer  a  free  man 
in  Christ  Jesus.  If  the  Scriptures  should  reveal  to  him 
a  better  way  than  he  has  found,  higher  and  morecomforU 
ing  truth,  will  he  dare  avow  it,  and  caJl  on  his  brethrea 
to  rejoice  with  him  1  Will  he  not,  on  the  contrary,  fed 
compelled  to  hide  the  treasure  deep  in  his  bosom,  to  keep 
it  as  a  secret  even  from  his  best  friends,  and  to  put  a 
guard  on  his  tongue,  lest,  in  some  moment  of  forgetfid* 
ness  it  should  escape  from  his  lips  1  Does  he  not  know 
that  persecution  awaits  him  if  he  speaks  out ;  that  excom* 
munication  and  disgrace  are  the  price  be  must  pay  for 
the  utterance  of  the  truth  he  feels  burning  within  him  T 
He  dots  know  it ;  and  he  is  compelled  to  be  silent.  Cruel 
tyranny  of  the  creed !  No  worse  wrong  ,*  no  greater  ob» 
stacle  to  the  progress  of  pore,  primitive  Christianity ;  no 
more  inexcusable  interference  with  the  re8passihlene^'5 
of  individuals  in  matters  of  faith  ;  no  greater  usurpation 
of  the  authority  of  Christ,  exists  in  any  portion  of  the 
Christian  church.  Against  it  Unitarians  have  ever  con* 
sistently  and  strenuously  remonstrated.  Against  it,  he 
trusted  in  God  they  would  continue  to  remonstrate,  until 
the  great  doctrine  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  Scriptures,  of 
the  Scriptures  themselves,  in  their  own  open  page,  in 
their  own  simple  diction,  in  their  own  inexhauatible  wi». 
dom,  shall  be  universally  received  as  the  doctrine  of  the 
Christian  church ;  and,  in  the  words  of  the  resolution, 
*'  all  extra  Scriptural  authority  in  matters  of  faith,  whether 
that  authority  be  supposed  to  reside  in  human  creeds  or 
hierarchies  and  the  evil  consequences  resulting  there* 
fromt"  shall  be  utterly  and  forever  abolished. 
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Rev,  Jason  Whitman,  of  Portland,  Me.,  said  «— 

Thai  talking  with  a  Presbyterian  minister,  once,  it  was 
insisted  that  a  creed  was  imperatively  needed  to  preserve 
the  union  of  the  Cbnrch.  That  very  week  the  Presby- 
terian church  of  this  country  was  split  in  two,  by  a  con- 
troversy about  the  meaning  of  its  creed.  He  said,  that 
every  person,  in  joining  a  Church,  ought  to  be  allowed 
his  own  convictions  free  and  undisturbed.  That  was  his 
own  way ;  he  had  told  one,  who  wished  to  unite  with  his 
chnrcb,  but  stated  that  there  was  an  obstacle,  in  his  differ- 
ing in  opinion  upon  some  matter,  from  the  doctrine  he  had 
beard  in  the  pulpit,  that  the  Bible  was  open  to  the  mem- 
ber as  to  the  minister,  —  that  the  source  of  the  Truth  was 
a  common  one  to  both,  and  that  the  convictions  of  each 
were  sacred ;  and,  said  Mr.  W.,  "  whatever  others  may 
do,  I  will  defend  you  in  differing  from  me,  through  thick 
and  thin."  Laymen,  he  urged,  should  be  left  to  go  im- 
mediately to  Christ ;  there  should  be  none  to  stand  be- 
tween them  and  their  Master.  They  can  have  no  true 
interest  in  Christianity,  unless  they  feel  this.  And  this 
nosi  be  the  ground  of  our  prosperity.  You  inquire  of  a 
Romanist,  (said  a  friend  of  mine  who  lives  in  Buenos 
Ayres,)  continued  Mr.  W.,  what  are  his  religious  opinions, 
and  he  will  refer  you  to  the  Priest  The  Priest  only  un- 
dertakes to  know  the  truth.  The  layman  knows  nothing, 
and  he  cares  nothing  about  his  religion,  except  to  shut  up 
his  shop  on  the  feast  and  fast  days^  and  go  through  the 
forms  of  respect  to  the  orders  of  the  Church.  He  con- 
cluded with  an  expression  of  his  joy  at  the  new  activity  of 
our  laymen,  declaring  that,  though  we  have  ministers,  we 
have  no  priesthood,  and  that  as  brethren  together,  our 
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united  and  individual  cry  should  be,  —  "Lord,  what  wilt 
thou  have  me  to  do  T" 

Upon  proposing  the  second  Resolution,  Hon.  STei4iKM 
Fairbanks,  Treasurer  of  the  Mission  fund,  commanicated 
a  Report  of  the  receipts ;  the  sources  whence  they 
have  been  derived,  and  their  distribution.  Mr.  F.  in  a 
very  concise,  but  happy  manner,  gave  an  account  of  the 
mission  movement^  from  its  first  inception  in  1841,  to  the 
hour  in  which  he  was  speaking.  The  original  design  was 
to  raise  ten  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  for  five  consecu- 
tive years.  The  active  operations  subsequent  to  the 
organization,  have  been,  mainly,  the  product  of  the  past 
year,  so  that  the  year  1643  may  be  considered  as  the  first 
financial  year. 

The  amount  collected  from  various  societies  and  indi* 
viduals,  has  exceeded  a  little,  the  sum  that  was  at  first 
contemplated,  being  ten  thousand  and  ninety-two  dollars 
and  forty-three  cents. 

The  collections  towards  the  fund  for  the  present  year 
already  received,  amounts  to  two  thousand  one  hundred 
and  forty  dollars. 

Arrangements  for  carrying  out  the  original  purpose  of 
the  projectors  of  the  mission  movement,  will  be  made  at 
the  annual  meeting  in  June. 

He  said  that  he  had  found  upon  inquiry,  that  this  move* 
ment  had  not  diminished  the  donations  to  our  other  asso- 
ciations, unless  that  a  slight  falling  00"  in  one  of  them 
Viight  be  attributed  to  that  cause. 

Rev.  James  F.  Clark b  of  Boston,  said  that,  in  his 
judgment,  to  be  a  Christian  and  to  b^  a.  missionary,  were 
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about  ODe  and  the  same  thing.  Holding  opinionB  about 
Christianitj,  does  not  make  a  missionary,  but  to  be  a 
Christian  does.  We  want  to  make  Christians,  not  mere 
Unitarians.  And  yet,  said  he,  I  value  opinions.  For 
erery  earnest  man  must  have  definite  conceptions,  and 
those  conceptions  are  opinions.  But  a  missionary  must 
have  a  higher  purpose  than  to  make  proselytes  to  opinions. 
He  must  go,  not  to  oppose  dogmas,  but  to  convert  men  to 
God.  He  must  walk  right  over  all  these  questions  of  dog« 
matic  theology  ;  he  must  soar  far  above  the  whole  of  them* 
He  must  do  more  than  merely  deny  the  doctrine  of  the 
Trinity, —  he  must  bring  men  to  see  God.  He  need  not 
argue  about  total  depravity,  —  but  he  must  speak  to  men 
as  sinners ;  he  must  assure  them  that  they  can*t  serve  two 
masters;  that  they  must  be  for  Christ  or  against  him; 
and  make  them  feci  it.  I  believe  that  a  Unitarian  can  do 
it  better  than  another ;  for  he  need  not  be  diverted  from 
his  object ;  he  can  appeal  directly  to  the  heart  of  every 
man,  without  having  objections  and  questions  to  meet, 
growing  out  of  the  mysteries  and  difficulties,  of  contradic- 
tory opinions.  We  make  a  great  mistake,  when  we  aim 
at  producing  merely  speculative  believers. 

A  man  is  not  fit  to  be  a  missionary  who  cannot  ride 
over  all  forms.  He  must  be  ready  to  speak  in  a  church 
or  in  a  shed,  or  in  a  canal  boat,  without  a  hymn  book,  an 
organ  or  a  pulpit,  not  to  crowds  only,  but  to  a  single  man 
even,  —  speak  too,  as  a  clergyman,  or  as  a  layman.  In- 
deed, every  man  who  has  faith  in  God  and  Christ,  must  feel 
bound  to  speak,  whenever  he  finds  men  starving  for  the 
bread  of  life,  whether  minister  or  layman,  whether  or- 
dained  or  not  ordained.  It  is  well  to  have  preachers, 
instructed,  and  set  apart  to  preach,  but  not  to  have  them 
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constituted  a  caste.  Every  one  should  be  a  preacher  of 
righteousness.  If  our  preachers  will  labor  to  baild  op 
churches,  living  churches,  not  of  brick  and  mortar,  and 
wood,  you  can  raise  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year 
as  well  as  ten  thousand  dollars.  We  have  great  advan- 
tages, in  preaching  the  pure  Gospel.  Other  sects  have 
energy,  judgment,  wisdom,  skill,  vast  and  powerful  ma- 
chinery. But  their  difficulty  is  in  going  straight  to  the 
soul  and  conscious  experience  of  man.  They  are  like 
people  who  should  contrive  a  wonderfol,  ingenious  and 
complicated  piece  of  mechanism  to  make  water  run  up 
hill.  Let  us  apply  ourselves  to  assisting  it  in  its  natural 
course,  till  we  make  the  whole  world  to  become  the  fer- 
tile garden  of  the  Lord. 

The  following  remarks  were  made  by  Rev.  Charles 
Brooks. 

Mr.  President  :  —  1  have  been  requested  to  give  some 
account  of  the  state  of  liberal  Christianity  in  France. 
A  definite  and  comprehensive  idea  of  this  subject  can  be 
had  only  by  those  who  have  studied  it.  I  can  give  you 
but  a  few  facts,  which  may  serve  to  guide  those  who  wish 
to  study  the  mo^t  singular  religious  history  of  modern 
times. 

The  French  are  a  people  eminently  capable  of  religious 
sentiment  and  enthusiasm.  The  depths  of  infidelity  and 
atheism,  into  which,  beyond  others,  they  have  plunged, 
abundantly  prove  this.  The  thermometer  has  the  exact 
power  to  rise  which  it  has  to  sink.  The  French  are  ner- 
vous and  intelligent,  mercurial  and  rapid,  full  of  mathe- 
matics and  as  full  of  poetry.  They  are.  very  patient  jn 
investigation,  and  very  iiery  in  action.    Their  religious 
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bwtory  has  all  the  ups  and  downs  of  their  political.  I 
pass  over  all  these  to  speak  of  the  present  time ;  and  I 
an  happy  to  say,  that  Christianity  has  begun  to  take  hold 
of  France.  There  are  twenty-three  Protestant  societies 
in  Paris,  and  such  societies  are  also  found  in  all  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  The  Roman  Catholic  parish  church,  in 
the  centre  of  the  city  of  Paris,  into  which  I  saw  the  re- 
mains of  our  good  La  Fayette  carried  just  ten  years  ago 
to-day,  was  transformed  into  a  Protestant  church  about 
eighteen  months  since,  and  it  is  exactly  one  year  since 
I  worshipped  in  it  with  a  large  congregation. 

Protestantism  is  very  rapidly  spreading.  Infidelity, 
which  entered  in  all  the  head  of  society  with  Voltaire,  in 
'89,  settled  down,  after  some  years,  into  the  middling 
classes,  and  then  descending  below  them,  is  now  passing 
out  at  the  foot.  Protestantism  has  introduced  a  new  and 
true  theology.  Benjamin  Constant,  the  great  Cuvier,  De 
Gerando,  Cousin,  Jouffroy,  Gamier,  Simon,  and  such 
men,  hafe  displaced  infidelity  in  many  leading  minds  and 
enthroned  Christianity  in  its  stead.  The  King  and  his 
SOBS  are  supposed  to  be  Protestants :  but  of  this  I  am  not 
sore ;  yet  I  am  sure  that  the  Duchess  of  Orleans,  the  mother 
of  the  present  heir  apparent  to  the  throne,  is  an  avowed 
and  strenuous  Protestant.  M.  Guizot,  the  real  head  of 
the  gOTernment,  is  a  Protestant,  and  has  written  in  its 
defence.  These  examples  among  the  most  intellectual  men 
in  the  nation  are  producing  the  happiest  results.  The 
revolution  of  ISSO,  which  put  the  present  king  on  the 
throne,  put  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  off.  It  is  no 
longer  the  established  religion  of  the  State ;  but,  Protest- 
ants are  on  the  same  footing  as  Catholics,  and  all  the 
Protestant  clergy,  like  the  Catholic,  have  their  salaries 
paid  out  of  the  national  treasury. 
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Bj  describing  the  Protestant  churches  of  Paris,  I  shdl 
describe  tiiose  of  the  provinces ;  for  all  France  is  only  an 
echo  of  the  capital.  They  are  divided,  as  we  are,  into 
sects,  such  as  Lutherans,  Calvinists,  Baptists,  Episcopali- 
ans, etc.  Some  adhere  to  the  Augsbourg  Confession  of 
Faith ;  some  to  that  of  Rochelle,  and  many  to  neither. 
The  arrangements  for  public  worship  with  some  of  them 
are  as  follows :  they  of  the  same  sect  have  several  church- 
es belonging  to  their  communion,  and  several  clergymen 
ordained  over  them ;  and  these  severU  ministers  preach 
alternately  in  each  different  church  belonging  to  the  com- 
munion ;  apportioning  out  the  parochial  duties  by  a  similar 
distribution. 

The  freedom  of  inquiry,  characteristic  of  the  French, 
led  some  students  to  look  beyond  a  traditional  faith ;  and 
being  aided  by  the  ripe  scholar^t  of  the  once  Calvinistic, 
but  now  Unitarian  Geneva,  they  came  to  see  the  pure  and 
seminal  truths  of  Christianity.  For  the  last  ten  or  fifteen 
years,  these  ennobling  and  expansive  views  of  religion  have 
gradually  spread  among  the  people;  till  now,  in  the 
"  Reformed  Church  of  Paris,"  there  are  several  of  the 
most  gifted  minds  who  are  Unitarians,  though  they  do  not 
allow  that  name,  but  rank  themselves  under  the  term  of 
*'  Modern  Orthodoxy."  They  established  a  weekly  news- 
paper, (Lt  Lien  J  and  have  valiantly  fought  for  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jesus  ;  fought,  I  say,  for,  no  sooner  had  they 
proclaimed  their  liberal  views  than  the  Calvinists  rushed 
upon  them  with  all  the  fury  of  French  troops  hot  for  the 
onset.  The  pastors  Cuvier,  Coquerell,  Martin,  Montou- 
don,  Poulan,  and  such  Christian  hero^,  stood  firm,  and 
all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked  could  not  penetrate  their 
shield  of  faith.     But  to  drop  the  figure  and  state  the  facts ; 
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the  Calf  inists  resolved  to  do  by  stratagem  what  they  could 
not  do  by  argacnenk :  they  resolved  that  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  all  the  Protestants  of  France  in  April,  1841, 
at  Paris,  they  would  destroy  all  the  liberal  Christians,  by 
a  sort  of  spiritual  St.  Bartholomew's  day.  They  formed, 
in  silence  and  in  secrecy,  a  society  called,  "  A  Society  to 
promote  the  general  interests  of  Protestantism  in  France." 
Under  this  captivating  title  they  engaged  at  its  head  a 
weak  young  Peer,  whom  they  thought  would  give  a  sort 
of  governmental  sanction  to  the  horrid  act  of  exclusion 
which  they  contemplated. 

Among  the  articles  in  this  new  society  was  this  :  "  that 
no  one  should  become  a  member  who  did  not  subscribe 
his  belief  to  those  articles  of  Christian  faith  which  had, 
through  all  ages,  been  denominated  Orthodox."  As  the 
liberal  Christians  had  just  published  their  creed  under 
the  title  of  Modem  Orthodoxy :  this  clause  in  the  consti* 
tation  purposely  excluded  them  from  the  great  body  of 
Protestants  in  the  kingdom !  Thus,  after  fifly  years  of 
religious  liberty,  this  new  society  aimed  to  establish  an  ex- 
clusive dogmatism ;  to  array  Protestants  against  Protes- 
tants, and  to  destroy  the  unity  of  the  Churcht  They  were 
willing  to  be  brothers  in  Adam,  but  not  brothers  in  Christ. 
This  bull  of  excommunication  was  voted  by  adopting  the 
eonstitntion  of  the  new  society,  and  thereby  ten  or  fifteen 
of  the  most  learned  theologians,  and  the  most  popular 
preachers,  with  all  their  friends,  were  thus  publicly  brand- 
ed. All  this  I  saw,  sad  part  of  which  1  was.  It  seemed 
to  me  that  I  had,  all  at  once,  got  back  to  1820.  To  say 
that  this  clerical  meeting  was  an  excited  one,  would  give 
but  a  faint  idea  of  its  warmth.  It  as  much  surpassed  our 
most  fervid  oneSi  as  ours  surpass  the  silence  of  a  Quaker's. 
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It  was  certainly  a  severe  trial ;  threateniiig  to  be  a  Serve- 
tua  meeting.  The  liberal  party  stood  like  Atlas  amid  the 
storm ;  and  calm  in  the  dear  sky  of  their  own  elevated 
Christian  faith,  —  the  lightnings  flashed  and  the  thunders 
rolled  beneath  them.  Cut  off  now  from  their  former  asso- 
ciates and  fellow»laborers,  they  could  do  nothing  else  than 
appeal  to  the  Protestant  Churches  of  the  realm.  Exdu- 
siveness  had  triumphed  in  the  '*  Pastoral  Conferences/' 
it  now  remained  to  see  if  it  triumphed  in  the  Churches. 
Their  brethren  had  despoiled  them  of  their  rights,  it 
now  remained  to  see  if  the  people  consented  to  this 
destruction  of  their  freedom.  They  did  therefore  make 
their  solemn  appeal  to  the  whole  Protestant  coromoiiity ; 
and  here  an  unexpected  triumph  awaited  them;  for,  the 
sober  and  pious  Christians  of  all  the  different  denomina- 
tions felt  that  the  edict  of  exclusion  was  popish,  anti- 
apostolic  and  unjust ;  that  it  did  violence  to  the  principleB 
which  the  Protestant  Church  had  always  avowed,  and  also 
caused  a  schism  among  those  who  had  two  common  ene- 
mies to  combat,  namely,  sin  and  the  Pope.  The  conae- 
quence  was,  that  many  congregations  sent  in  their  emphat* 
ic  refusal  to  join  the  new  society ;  thus,  in  many  instan- 
ces, leaving  their  minister  as  almost  the  sole  member. 
A  majority  of  all  the  Protestants  of  France  disapproved  of 
the  new  society,  and  when  its  authors  were  called  upon 
to  defend  it,  they  found  themselves  floored  by  their  oppo- 
nents. In  Paris  there  are  now  several  churches  associated, 
and  some  of  their  pastors  are  among  the  leaders  of  the 
new  society,  and  some  among  its  most  efficient  enemies ; 
and  though  thus  differing  in  doctrine  and  feding,  they 
nevertheless  go  through  the  same  round  of  chufcbee, 
preaching  by  turn  in  the  same  paipits,  to  the  same  station- 
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ary  coogregations.  But  to  show  you  how  differently  the 
two  parties  are  received  by  the  people,  the  churches  where 
the  Calvinistie  preachers  officiate,  are  thin  enough,  while 
those  where  the  liberal  Christians  preach  are  crowded  to 
excess.  At  the  beginning  of  each  year  a  programme  of 
all  the-  services  in  the  associated  churches  is  published 
and  distributed  gratis  among  the  congregations,  enabling 
each  one  to  know  where  and  when  each  clergyman  offici- 
ates. For  the  last  two  years  I  was  obliged  to  go  with 
my  family  half  an  hour  and  oftentimes  an  hour  before  the 
services  commenced^  in  order  to  secure  a  good  seat ;  all 
seats  being  free.  The  interest  is  anti-Laodicean  ;  and  I 
once  saw  a  board  partition  in  the  church  taken  down,^ 
daring  the  time  between  the  long  prayer  and  the  sermon, 
in  order  to  bring  the  crowd  behind  it  within  ear  shot  of 
the  speaker. 

The  Protestant  Churches  of  France  are  just  now  going 
through  the  same  warfare  of  se'cts  which  divided  the  Uni- 
tarians and  Calvinists  of  Boston  twenty-five  years  ago, 
and  with  the  prospect  of  the  same  ^happy  results  to  pure 
Christianity.  The  most  eloquent  pulpit  orator  in  France 
is  the  leader  of  the  freedom  party,  and  he  has  many  sup- 
porters among  the  scholars  and  nobility.  Since  his  avowal 
and  defence  of  liberal  Christianity,  he  has  been  appointed 
by  the  King  to  the  place  of  public  Christian  instruction 
in  one  of  the  royal  Universities  of  Paris,  and  that  too  in 
the  room  of  the  leader  of  the  new  society.  The  views  of 
God,  of  Christ,  of  man  and  of  immortality  which  he  advo- 
eates,  find  a  warm  response  from  the  best  thinkers.  They 
are  the  views  which  meet  the  present  condition  of  society. 
They  meet  the  wants  of  an  intelligent  and  enthusiastic 
people,  and  they  promise  to  be  the  regenerating  spirit  of 
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God  Co  thoasands  and  thousands  of  souls ;  and  I  believe 
Paris  is  more  likely  to  become  Unitarian  than  any  city  in 
Europe.  I  ask  then,  Christian  friends,  your  sympathy 
and  your  prayers  for  these  nobIe*hearted  and  self-sacrificing 
men  who  are  called  upon  to  combat  constantly  for  their 
Protestant  faith  against  the  fierce  assaults  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  legions,  and  at  the  same  time  to  combat  for  their 
modern  Orthodoxy  against  the  more  trying  persecUticms 
of  their  Calvinistic  brethren.  They  look  to  the  enlight- 
ened and  liberal  Christians  of  these  free  States,  who 
have  gone  before  them  in  this  glorious  conquest,  for  light 
and  encouragement.  And  how  are  we  to  give  them 
encouragement?  Permit  me  to  answer  by  repeating  to 
you  what  I  have  often  said  to  them. 

The  United  States  are  preaching  to  the  nations  from 
that  grand  majestic  text "  All  men  are  born  free  and  equal." 
We  are  the  leading  Republic  on  this  globe.  All  eyes 
in  Europe  are  turned  upon  us ;  and  one  of  the  first  men 
in  France  said  to  me  "  Sir,  the  success  of  your  govern- 
ment frightens  our  Kings,  and  the  success  of  your  Chnrch- 
es  frightens  our  Pope,"  In  the  face  of  .the  nations  we 
are  trying  to  work  out  the  great  problem  of  sel^govern- 
ment ;  we  therefore  take  the  lead  in  the  great  raovemenc 
of  political  freedom  ;  $o,  Christian  friends,  I  think,  that 
Unitarianism  from  its  very  nature  takes  the  lead  in  the 
religious  reforms  of  the  world.  As  Republicanism  is  tlio 
troe  exponent  of  the  deep  wishes  of  this  age  in  politics, 
so  liberal  Christianity  is  the  true  exponent  of  the  deeper 
wishes  of  this  age  in  .religion.  The  universal  mind, 
without  exactly  knowing  it,  tends  equally  to  both  these 
forms  of  truth ;  and  both  will  go  together  to  their  final 
conquest  and  dominion,  or  both  will  sink  together  to  their 
common  grave. 
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I  hate  IIP  eonviction  stronger  than  this,  that  what  Re- 
publicanism will  be  to  the  political  history  of  the  future, 
UnitarianiBOi  will  be  to  the  religious  history  of  that  future. 
Can  our  responsibilities  to  this  truth  be  placed  in  a 
stronger  light?  Let  us,  then,  as  the  best  encouragement 
we  can  give  to  the  angel-pioneers  of  truth  in  other  lands, 
let  us  this  evening  send  our  shouts  of  congratulation 
across  the  waters  to  our  transatlantic  brethren,  by  pledge 
ing  to  them  our  fidelity  to  the  noble  cause  of  our  country 
and  to  the  still  nobler  cause  of  our  God. 


The  Resolutions  were  passed.  And  while  passing  the 
last  one,  at  the  suggestion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Parkman,  the 
audience  rose. 

The  Report  was  then  accepted,  and  the  meeting  closed 
\^y  singing  the  *'  Dismission  Hymn." 


ADJOURNED    MEETING. 

An  adjourned  meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday,  the 
29tb  May,  at  3  o'clock,  in  the  Berry  Street  Vestry,  Hon. 
Stephen  Fairbanks  in  the  Chair,  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion offered  by  Rev.  Mr.  May,  of  Leicester.  Several 
other  resolutions  were  offered ;  and  the  whole  subject  was 
discussed  at  that  meeting,  and  at  a  succession  of  adjourned 
meetings,  on  Thursday  and  Friday.  The  following  pre- 
amble and  resolutions,  by  Hon.  Stephen  C.  Phili.ip8, 
after  a  full  discussion,  were  adopted : 
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WffBftBAs,  in  the  coarse  of  the  year  preceding  the 
]afft  Annual  Meeting,  npon  the  application  of  a  Unitarian 
Society  in  a  Slave-holding  State,  a  minister  of  nnexcep- 
tionable  character  and  qualifications  was  appointed  by 
the  Executive  Committee  of  this  Association,  to  perform 
the  duties  of  a  Christian  teacher  and  pastor  to  the  said 
Society,  and  it  was  agreed  by  the  ExecutiTi  Committee 
that  the  expense  of  supporting  said  minister  shouM  be 
defrayed  in  part  by  this  Association ;  and  whereas  the 
said  minister,  upon  reaching  the  field  of  his  labors,  was 
not  permitted  to  engage  in  the  duties  of  the  office  to 
which  he  had  been  appointed ;  and  whereas  the  officers 
of  the  said  Society,  in  a  public  circular,  have  seen  fit 
to  place  their  justification  in  this  proceeding,  upon  the 
ground  that  the  said  minister  was  supposed  to  entertain^ 
and  to  have  publicly  expressed  opinions  adverse  to  the 
institution  of  Slavery  ;  and  whereas  the  Executive  Coriw 
mittee,  upon  being  informed  of  this  proceeding  of  the 
officers  of  the  said  Society,  promptly  gave  notice  to  them, 
that  in  view  of  this  proceeding  no  further  steps  would  be 
taken  in  reference  to  the  appointment  of  a  minister  for 
the  said  Society ;  and  whereas  this  Association  deems  it 
its  duty  to  review  this  extraordinary  proceeding  in  the 
particulars  which  have  been  referred  to^  and  to  express 
its  'opinion  upon  the  ground  of  action  assumed  by  the 
officers  of  the  said  Society,  and  the  measures  adopted  by 
the  Executive  Committee ;  and  whereas  the  consideration 
of  this  subject  was  commenced  by  this  Association  at  the 
last  annual  meeting  but  not  then  concluded,  and  it  is 
therefore  necessary  that  it  should  now  be  prosecuted  to 
final  action;  therefore 

Resolved,  —  That  while  it  is  not  deemed  within  the 
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pro?ince  of  ibis  Association,  in  the  coarse  of  its  ordinary 
proceedings,  to  entertain  any  question,  or  to  adopt  any 
tneasare  in  relation  to  the  institution  of  Slavery,  it  is  felt 
to  be  a  duty,  under  tbe  extraordinary  circumstances  of 
the  case  before  us,  to  deliberate  calmly  and  solemnly 
upon  the  subject  as  thus  presented  for  our  consideration, 
and  to  declare  and  record  the  result  of  our  deliberations. 
iSesofeed,  —  That  in  the  consideration  of  this  subject, 
we  recognise  tbe  obligation  devolving  upon  us  as  a  Christ* 
ian  Association,  to  proceed  upon  Christian  principles  and 
in  a  Christian  ^irit ;  and  to  make  it  our  single  object  to 
*^  q)eak  the  truth  in  love." 

» 

Resohedf — That,  viewing  the  institution  of  Slavery  in 
the  light  of  Christianity,  we  cannot  fail  to  perceive  that  it 
conflicts  with  the  natural  rights  of  human  beings  as  the 
equal  children  of  a  common  Father,  and  that  it  subverts 
tbe  fundamental  principle  of  Christian  Brotherhood. 

Rtsohed^ — That  in  the  necessary  effects  of  Slavery 
upon  the  personal  and  social  condition,  and  upon  the 
moral  and  religious  character  of  all  affected  by  it,  we  per- 
ceive an  accumulation  of  evils,  over  which  Christianity 
must  weep,  against  which  Christianity  should  remonstrate, 
and  for  the  removal  of  which  Christianity  appeals  to  the 
hearts  and  consciences  of  all  disciples  of  Jesus  to  do  what 
they  can,  by  their  prayers,  by  tbe  indulgence  and  expres- 
non  of  their  sympathy,  and  by  the  unremitting  and  undis* 
goised  exertion  of  whatever  moral  and  religious  influence 
they  may  possess. 

Resobfed,  —  That,  in  conformity  to  the  views  which 
have  been  expressed  in  the  foregoing  Resolutions,  it  ^ 
impossible  for  this  Association  to  recognise  the  princi« 
pie,  that,  in  the  case  of  any  minister  or  missionary  who 
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may  be  lided  or  employed  by  ihe  Executive  Committee,  it 
abould  be  deemed  a  disqualification  for  the  performance 
of  the  appropriate  duties  of  his  office  in  any  section  of  the 
country,  that  he  is  supposed  or  known  to  entertain  and  to 
have  publicly  expressed  opinions  adverse  to  the  institutioii 
of  Slavery ;  and  that  accordingly  this  Association  approve 
and  ratify  the  proceedings  of  the  Executive  Committee  in 
the  case  which  has  been  under  consideration,  and  recom* 
mend  the  adoption  of  similar  measures  in  any  similar  case 
which  may  hereaAer  occur. 

Resohed,  —  That  we  commend  this  expression  of  our 
views  to  the  candid  and  serious  consideration  of  the  So- 
ciety, the  proceeding  of  whose  officers  has  furnished  the 
occasion  lor  the  adoption  of  these  Resolutions,  and  that 
we  hereby  assure  them,  that,  in  thus  attempting  to  die* 
charge  the  Christian  duty  of  remembering  those  in  bonds 
as  bound  with  them,  we  have  equally  at  heart  the  best 
interests  of  our  brethren,  upon  whom,  as  much  as  upon 
ourselves,  rests  the  responsibility  of  illustrating  the  prac- 
tical tendencies  of  the  precious  faith,  to  which  we  all  owe 
a  common  attachment. 


The  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  was 
offered  by  N.  A.  Barrett,  Esq. : 

"  That  no  one  shall  hereafter  be  elected  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  this  Association  more  than  two 
years  in  succession." 

Mr.  Barrett  likewise  offered  a  resolution,  instructing 
the  ExeciAive  Committee  to  change  the  hour  of  meeting 
for  business  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  from  6^  o'clock,  P. 
M.,  to  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  of  Tuesday. 
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CONSTITUTION 


OF  THE 


AMERICAN    UNITAillAN    ASSOCIATION 


1.  The  name  of  this  AasodatioD  shall  he  Thb  Amebic  an 
Unitarian  Auocsation. 

2.  The  object  of  this  Association  shall  be  to  diffuse  the  know- 
ledge and  promote  the  interests  of  pure  Christianity  throughout  our 
eountry. 

8.  Unitarian  Christians  throughout  the  United  States  shall  be 
invited  to  unite  and  co-operate  with  this  Association. 

4.  An  annual  subscription  of  one  dollar  shall  constitute  a  per- 
son a  member  so  long  as  such  subscription  shall  be  paid ;  and  a  sub- 
scription of  thirty  dollars  shall  constitute  a  person  a  member  for 
Ufe. 

5.  The  officers  shall  be  a  President,  fifteen  Vice-Presidents,  a 
General  Secretary,  who  shall  have  the  care  of  all  the  business  and 
interests  of  the  Association  under  the  control  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  an  Assistant  Secretary,  who,  in  case  of  the  absence  or 
sickness  of  the  General  Secretary,  shall  perform  such  duties  of  a 
Recording  and  Corresponding  Secretary  as  may  require  immediate 
attention ;  a  Treasurer  and  three  Directors. 

6.  The  Directors,  Secretaries,  and  Treasurer  shall  constitute  the 
Executive  Committee,  who  shall  meet  once  in  each  month,  and 
shall  have  the  direction  of  the  funds  and  operations  of  the  Associa- 
tion. 

7.  An  annual  meeting  shall  be  held  at -such  time  and  place  as 
the  Executive  Committee  shall  deem  advisable,  of  which  due  notice 
•ball  be  given,  and  at  which  officers  shall  be  chosep,  reports  be 
made,  and  any  other  business  be  transacted,  which  may  come  be- 
Ibre  the  Association. 

8.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  power  to  fill  any  vacan- 
cies which  may  occur  among  the  officers  between  any  two  annual 
meetings^ 
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9.  Any  amendmeiit  of  this  Constitution  shall  be  proposed  at  one 
annual  meeting,  and  may  be  accepted  at  the  next  anniversary,  if 
two'thtrds  of  the  members  present  be  in  favor  of  such  amendments. 

10.  There  shall  also  be  a  Council  of  the  Association  consisting  of 

not  less  than  twenty-five,  nor  more  than members,  to  be 

nominated  by  the  presiding  officer,  and  chosen  by  a  hand  vote  at 
the  annual  meeting,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  whenever  it  is  neces> 
sary,  in  conjunction  with  the  Executive  Committee,  to  c<msider  and 
determine  what  further  measures  may  be  taken  to  increase  the  use> 
fulness  of  the  Association,  by  what  means  they  may  be  carried  into 
execution,  and  in  what  manner  funds  can  be  provided  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  Council  shall  hold  a  stated  annual  meeting  on  the  Thurs- 
day succeeding  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Assodatioa,  at  four 
o'clock,  P.  M.  The  Executive  Cbmmittee  shall  call  special  meet- 
ings  whenever  they  shall  deem  it  necessary,  or  at  the  request  of 
any  five  members  of  the  Council;  and  twelve  members  shall  con- 
stitute a  quorum.  The  powers'of  the  Executive  Committee  with 
regard  to  all  matters  not  acted  upon  by  the  Council  are  to  remain 
the  same  as  heretofore. 


Vote  passed  by  the  Executive  Committee,  September  23,  1826, 
as  amended  March,  80, 1880. 

Reiohed,  That  every  member  of  the  Association  be  entitied  to 
one  copy  of  eyery  tract  ofthefint  a$ul  second  series  published  by 
the  Anodation  during  the  year  for  which  his  subser^Hon  is  en- 
tered. 

Vote  of  the  Executive  Committee,  passed  January  4, 18M. 

Voted,  That  no  Society  be  recognised  as  auxiliary  to  this  Asso- 
ciation, the  terms  of  subscription  to  which  are  less  than  those  re- 
Quired  in  the  Constitution  of  this  Association. 

Vote  passed  by  the  Executive  Committee,  June  20, 1888.     , 

Voted,  That  the  4th  article  of  the  Constitution  be  so  construed, 
that  any  one  who  shall  pay  thirty  dollars  for  the  General  Agency  of 
the  American  Unitarian  Association,  either  at  once,  or  by  annual 
instalments  within  five  years,  shall  be  considered  a  life  member. 
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CLERGYMEN  MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE. 

The  following  Clergymen  have  been  made  meftibera  for  life  ot 
the  American  Unitarian  Association,  by  the  donation  of  thirty  dol- 
lars or  more,  principally  from  ladies  of  their  respective  societies. 


Abbott,  Abiel 
AUen,  Seth 
Alger,  Horatio 
AUen,  Joeeph 
"Andrews,  William 
Arnold,  A.  C.  L. 
Alien,  Joseph  H. 
'Bancroft,  Aaron,  D.  D. 
llarrett,  Samael 
Bsrtlett,  John 
Jkrry,  William 
*Bascom,  Ezekiel  L. 
Bates,  Renben 
Bellows,  Henry  W. 
Bigelow,  Andrew 
Bnxer,  John,  D.  D. 
Briggs,  Charles 
Brooks,  Charles 
Brooks,  Charles  T. 
Brown,  Addison 
Buckingham,  Edgar 
Bonoo,  Warren 
Bitmap,  Geo.  W. 
*Channtng,  Wm.  E.,  O.  O. 
Clark,  Amos 
Clarke,  Samuel 
Cole,  Jonathan 
Colman,  Henry 
CooUdge,  J.  I.  T. 
Crafts,  £.  P. 
Crosby,  J. 
Cunningham,  Francis 


Cutler,  Curtis 
Chandler,  Seth 
*Damon,  David 
Dewey,  Orville,  D.  D. 
i>oggett,  Theophilus  P. 
Edes,  Henry,  D.  D, 
Edes,  Henry  F. 
Edes,  Edward  H. 
Emmons,  Henry 
•Everett,  O.  C. 
Ellis,  George  E. 
Farley,  Frederick  A. 
Field,  Joseph,  D.  D. 
*  Flint,  Jacob 
Flint,  James,  D.  D. 
Foedick,  David 
Foz,  Thomas  B. 
Frothingham,  William 
Frost,  Barzillai 
Furness,  William  H. 
Gage,  Nathaniel 
Gannett,  Ezra  S.,  D.  D. 
Gannett,  Thomas  B. 
Gray,  Frederick  T. 
'Greenwood,  F.  W.  P.,  D.  D. 
Hall,  Edward  B. 
Hall,  Nathaniel 
Hamilton,  Luther 
Harrington,  Joseph,  Jr. 
Hedge,  F.  H. 
HUl,  Alonzo 
Holland,  F.  W. 

*Dead. 
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Hosmer,  George  W. 
Howe,  Moses 
HantingtoD,  Frederick  D. 
iDgersoll,  George  G. 
JobuBOD,  Rufns  A. 
Kendall,  James,  D.  D 
LamsoD,  Alvan,  D.  D. 
Lincoln,  Calvin 
*UtUe,  Robert 
Livermore,  A.  A. 
Loring,  Bailey 
Lothrop,  Samuel  K. 
Lambert,  Henry 
Lunt,  WUUam  P. 
May,  Samnel,  Jr. 
Merrick,  J.  M. 
Miles,  Henry  A. 
Moore,  Josiah 
Motte,  Mellish  L 
Mosiey,  Artemas  B. 
Newell,  WilUam 
Nichols,  lehabod,  D.  D. 
Noyes,  George  R.,  D.  D. 
Osgood,  Peter 
Osgood,  Samuel 
Osgood,  Joseph 
Palfrey,  John  G.,  D.  D. 
*Parker  Nathan,  D.  D. 
Parker,  Theodore 
Parkman,  Francis,  D.  D. 
Parkman,  John 
Peabody,  Wm.  B.  0. 
Pierpont,  John 
*Phipps,  H.  G. 
Putnam,  George 
Pike,  Richard 
*Rip1ey,  Ezra,  D.  D. 


Ripley,  George 
Riptey,  Samuel 
Richardson,  Joseph 
Robbins,  Samuel  D. 
Robbins,  Chandler 
Robinson,  Charles 
Rogers,  T.  F. 
Sanger,  Ralph 
Sears,  £•  H< 
SewaU,  Charles  C. 
Sewall,  Edmund  Q. 
Shackford,  C.  C. 
Simmons,  George  F. 
Smith,  Amos 
Stebbins,  Roliis  P. 
Stetson,  Caleb 
*Storer,  John  P.  B. 
Sullivan,  Thomas  R. 
*Siveet,  John  D. 
Sargent,  J.  T. 
Thayer,  Christopher  T. 
*Thayer,  Nathaniel,  D.  D. 
Thompson,  James  W. 
Thompson,  James,  D.  D. 
Waite,  Josiah  K. 
Walker,  James,  D.  D. 
*Ware,  Henry,  Jr.,  D.  D. 
Ware,  William 
Wellington,  Charles 
•Wells,  George  W. 
'Whitman,  Bernard 
Whitman,  Jason 
Whitman,  Nathaniel 
Williams,  George  A. 
Weiss,  John 
Yoong,  Alexander 
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OTHER  MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE. 


Abbot,  Samuel 
Abbott,  MuB  Abigail 
Abbot,  Ezrm 
Adams,  Benjamin  T. 
Adams,  James,  Jr. 
Ailams,  Philip 
Alger,  Cyrus 
Alger,  Francis 
Ames,  Seth 
Ames,  David  W. 
Ames,  Mrs.  David 
Andrews,  Ebenezer  T. 
Aspinwall,  Samuel 
Atheiton,  CliarlesH. 
AppL  km,  Nathan 
AppleUm,  Charles  T, 
Appletott,  Francis 
Apphston,  J.  R.,  Esq. 
Ball,  S.  S. 

Bancroft,  Mrs.  B.  D. 
Bangs,  Josiah 
Barrett,  Nathaniel  A. 
Barker,  Joseph  A. 
Baker,  Henry  F. 
Bigelow,  Alonson 
Bigelow,  John 
•Bird,  John  H. 
Bixby,  Miss  Kezlah 
Blanchard,  Hezekiah 
Blake,  Mrs.  Sarsh 
BRm,  Theodores 
*Bood,  George 
Bond,  George  W. 
*Boirditch,  Nathaniel 
Bowles,  Samuel 
*Bradlee,  Joseph  P. 


Brackett,  Samuel  E. 
Brooks,  Peter  C. 
Brewster,  Oliver 
Brewster,  William 
Cartwright,  Charles  W. 
Carew,  Joseph 
Chapin,  Harvey 
Chapman,  Mrs.  Jonathan 
Chapman,  Mrs.  Margaret 
Clapp,  Joshua 
Coltoo,  George 
*Cotton,  John 
Cotton,  Joseph,  Jr. 
Cobb,  Elijah 
Coffin,  George  W. 
Cooke,  Mrs.  Mary  F. 
CooUdge,  Joseph 
Crocker,  James  H. 
Crocker,  George  A. 
Cushing,  T.  P. 
Cushman,  Henry  W. 
*Child8«  Richards 
Clapp,  Mrs.  Mary 
Clapp,  Miss  Catharine 
Dale,  Samuel  H, 
Dascomb,  Thomas  R. 
Dana,  Dexter 
Danforfh,  Isaac 
Davis,  Charles  S. 
Davis,  James 
Davis,  James,  Jr. 
Davis,  Joseph 
Denny,  Daniel 
Dix,  Miss  D. 
Dorr  Samuel 
Dorr,  John 
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Draper,  James 
Dwight,  William 
Dwight,  George 
Dwight,  Mrs.  Mary 
Dwight,  Jonathan 
Eager,  William 
Edwards,  Elisha 
Ellis,  David 
Ellis,  Jonathan,  Jr. 
Emerson,  George  B. 
Emmons,  John  L. 
Everett,  Otis 
Everett,  Moses,  Esq. 
Fairbanks,  Stephen 
Fairbanks,  Henry  P. 
Farley,  Mrs.  Frederick-  A. 
Fearing,  Albert 
Fitch,  Jeremiah 
Fisher,  Joshua 
Foster,  Charles  W. 
Fowle,  C.  S. 
Foster,  Charles  A. 
Foot,  Homer 
Francis,  Eben 
Frost,  George 
Fowler,  James,  Esq. 
Qassett,  Henry 
Gould,  Benjamin  A. 
Gould,  Lewis 
Gould,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Gray,  Harrison 
Green,  Ezra 
Hammond,  Daniel 
Hammond,  Samuel 
Hall,  Jacob 

*Hall,  Mrs.  Edward  B. 
Hall,  Sarah  B. 
Hawes,  Prince 


Hedge,  Barnabas 
Hewes,  Abraham,  Jr. 
Hewett,  H.  N. 
Haath,  Charles 
Hendee,  Charles  J. 
Hickling,  Charles 
Howe,  Zadock 
Howe,  John 
Hoar,  Samuel 
Hodges,  George 
Holland,  Mra.  F.  W. 
Howard,  John 
Howard,  Charles 
Howard,  Abraham 
Hunt,  Nath^iel  P. 
Holbrook,  Ann  B. 
Inches,  Henderson 
Inches,  Miss 
Jackson,  Francis 
Jemegan,  Mrs.  Mary 
Johnson,  James 
Jones,  Mra.  J.  C. 
*Johnson,  Milton 
Jones,  Miss  Charlotte 
*King,  Gedney 
King,  Daniel  P. 
King,  Samuel  B. 
*Kuhn,  George  H. 
Lawrence,  Amos 
'Lawrence,  Luther 
Lawrence,  William 
Lamson,  Benjamin 
Lamson,  John 
Lane,  George 
Lewis,  S.  S. 
Lewis,  Mrs.  S.  S. 
Lincoln,  Oliver 
Lincohi,  M.  S'. 
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LiTennore,  Isaac 
lireniMire,  George 
Lord,  George, 
Ijord,  l7ory 
Lord,  Mrs.  Sarah  C. 
Low,  Franda 
Low,  John  J. 
Low,  Mrs.  Rachel 
Lombard,  Ammi  C. 
Loriog,  William  J. 
Loring,J. 
May,  Joseph 
May,  Samuel 
Marsh,  Ephraim 
Mauley,  John  R. 
Manley,  Miss  Mary 
Manley,  Mrs.  Abigail 
Mellon,  Michael 
•Metcair,  E.  W. 
Miles,  Mrs.  Henry  A. 
Morgan,  Charles  W. 
Morton,  Ichabod 
Munsoo,  Israel 
Manning,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Newell,  J.  R. 
Newman,  Miss  Mary 
Newman,  Miss  Margaret 
Nichols,  Charles  C. 
Nichols,  Miss  C.  K. 
Olmsted,  Charles  H. 
Ome,  William  W. 
Osbom,  Kendall 
Osgood,  Isaac 
Otis,  Harrison  G. 
Owen,  John 
Parker,  Daniel  P. 
Parsons,  Thomas 
Parsons,  Wllttstt 
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Parkman,  George 
*Parkman,  Mrs.  Sarah  , 
Peabody,  Joseph 
Peabody,  Mrs.  W.  B.  0. 
*Peele,  Willard 
Perkins,  Thomas  H. 
^Pickman,  T.  Benjamin 
Pickman,  Dudley  L. 
Pierce,  S.  B. 
Pierce,  John  B. 
Pray,  Lewis  G. 
Preble,  WilUam  P. 
Prescott,  WIlHam 
Prentiss,  John 
Phillips,  Stephen  C 
Phillips,  Hon.  Jonathan 
Phillips,  Mrs.  John 
Putnam^  Mrs.  George 
Rantoul,  Robert 
Rice,  Henry 
Richardson,  James  B. 
Rhoodes,  Stephen 
Roberts,  Amos  M. 
Rogers,  John 
Rogers,  John  Gray 
Russell,  John  B. 
Russell,  Nathaniel 
Salisbury,  Samuel 
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TWENTIETH  ANNIVERSARY. 


Thr  Twentieth  Anniversary  of  the  American  Unita- 
rian Association  was  celebrated  on  Tuesday  evenings 
May  27th,  1844.  The  meeting  for  business  was  in  the 
Berry  Street  Vestry,  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  Hon.  Ste- 
phen Fairbanks  in  the  chair.  Prayers  were  offered  by 
Rev.  Frederick  A.  Farley,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

An  amendment  to  the  5th  Article  of  the  Constitution, 
proposed  by  Rev.  Mr.  Farley  at  the  last  Annual  Meeting, 
came  up  for  consideration ;  and  after  a  full  discussion, 
was  amended,  and  unanimously  adopted.  It  requires  the 
addition  of  three  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  two  of  whom 
at  least  shall  be  laymen. 

A  Resolution,  offered  by  Rev.  Mr.  Lothrop,  as  a  substi- 
tute for  some  propositions  presented  by  Rev.  Dr.  Gannett, 
authorizing  and  instructing  the  Executive  Committee  to 
appoint  a  travelling  Agent,  with  a  suitable  salary,  was 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Geo.  G.  C banning,  a  vote  was 
passed,  requesting  the  £.\ecutive  Committee,  should  they 
think  it  expedient,  to  procure  an  Act  of  Incorporation 
for  the  Association,  at  the  next  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

Rev.  F.  A.  Farley,  Dummer  R.  Chapman,  Esq.,  Rev. 
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Samuel  Barrett,  and  Hon.  Albert  Fearing  were  appointed 
a  Committee  to  nominate  the  Officers  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

The  Association  then  adjourned. 

The  meeting  for  the  choice  of  Officers  was  held  in  the 
same  place,  at  half  past  six  o^clock,  P.  M. 

The  Treasurer's  Report  was  read  and  accepted. 


Statement  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the 
American  Unitarian  Association^  from  May  28,  1844, 
to  May  27,  1845. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  May  28,  1844,  as  per  account 

then  rendered, $2833  03 

From  Auxiliary  Associations  and  Subscriptions,  2577  11 

'«     Donations, 300  07 

"     Life  Members, 455  00 

*'     Sales  of  Tracts, 147  55 

*'     Societies  and  Individuals  for  Western  Mis- 
sions,     290  00 

**    Societies  and  Individuals  for  the  Relief  of 

Churches  needing  aid,  .        .        .  190611 

^*     Donations  for  building  a  Church  at  Rock- 
ford,  111 ,       540  45 

**    Donations  for  building  a  Church  at  Wind- 
sor, Vt., 200  00 

**    Donations  for  building  a  Church  at  Hart* 

ford,  Conn., 570  00 

"    Donations  for  aid  of  Meadville  Theologi- 
cal School,    12122 

^'    Donations  for  aid  of  Unitarian  Society  in 

Sharon, 725  00 
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From    Domeilic    Miniontry   Fund,  being    the 

amoant   appropriated  bjr  the    Executive 

Board  ezclasive  of  $3641.98  sabkcribed 

to  the  A.  U.  A.  received  through  them,  $500  00 

**     American   Unitarian   Association ,  part  of 

the  interest  of  the  permanent  fund,        .  700  00 


9032  54 
$11,255  54 


EXPENDITURES. 


For  Paper,  and  Printing  and  Binding  Tracts  and 

Books  for  distribution,    .  .   1467  61 

*<  Salary  of  the  General  Secretary  for  1  year,   1800  00 
Travelling  Expenses  of  do., .  100  00 

Rent  of  Office,  Tract  Agency,  &c.,  200  00 

**  Incidental  expenses,  .  .  169  09 


u 
it 


t< 

Aid  of  Unitarian  Soc.  i 

m 

in  Milwaukee,*  W.T., 

,167  00 

<« 

c< 

11 

It 

Geneva,*  111. 

100  00 

<i 

IC 

IC 

14 

Hillsboro,*  111. 

390  00 

it 

It 

«c 

Chicago,  III. 

75  00 

«( 

II 

CI 

Vernon,  N.V' 

100  00 

<l 

II 

«l 

Syracuse,*  N.  Y . 

167  00 

l« 

IC 

cc 

Hartford,  Conn. 

24100 

if 

(1 

cc 

Sottthington,  Conn. 

100  00 

ct 

CI 

CI 

Albany,*  N.  Y. 

525  00 

« 

11 

Mariner's 

Church' 

'  at  Providence, 

42  00 

u 

II 

Unitarian 

Society 

in  Windsor,*  Vt. 

150  00 

It 

IC 

tC 

II 

Standisb,  Me. 

76  00 

(t 

ci 

CC 

CI 

Auguau,     '< 

75  00 

41 

II 

II 

CI 

Saco,          " 

50  00 

u 

11 

cc 

l< 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

100  00 

IC 

II 

11 

C< 

Greenfield,  Mass. 

100  00 

41 

IC 

II 

c< 

Cabotville,*    «* 

266  00 

•  Tho  fwynenti  and  appropriatloot  marked  tbiu  (*)  bave  been  made,  wbollj  ^ 
or  in  part,  from  fnndt  •peeially  datt|aat«d  by  ibe  Uooon  to  bo  applied  to  tboae 
porpoaoa. 
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^or 

Aid  of  Unitarian  6oe.  in  Dennis,  MaM. 

$50  00 

« 

"            "           "             Southboro,      »• 

50  00 

It 

«  New  «*           "             Lowell,           " 

100  00 

tt 

<«           *<           «<             E.Lexingtoa," 

5000 

It 

«*           •'           "             South  Natick," 

100  00 

u 

««           «           ««             Lincoln,          « 

50  00 

ft 

'•           *«           ♦«             Sudbury,          « 

50  00 

It 

"            "             Cbelaea,          " 

.    5000 

it 

•*            ••           «*             Sharon,^          «« 

1000  00 

*<          Theological  School  in  Meadrille,  Pa 

4223  00 

(( 

.200  00 

c< 

"                  "               "           BeKidere,  III. 

.  100  00 

Misiiooary  Services  at  the  Weal, 

300  00 

II 

Rev.  A.  H.  Cunant, 

150  00 

"     W.G.Eliot, 

120  00 

"    F.  T.  Gray, 

120  00 

"    T.  J.  Griffiths, 

100  00 

"    J.  H.  Hayward, 

150  00 

««    John  Walworth, 

JOOOO 

«              "        in  N.  York  and  N.  Eng 

740  00 

It 

land, 

Rev.  W.  H.  Lord, 

10  00 

^  **    J.  Uarringtonjr. 

20  00 

<*    Rufus  Ellis, 

40  00 

"    Wro.Adaro, 

30  00 

^'    Herman  Snow, 

50  00 

150  00 

- 

9149  90 

BaUttce  on  hand  to  new  account, 

2105  64 

$11,255  54 
Er,  Ex. 

HENRY  P.J'AI&BANKS,Tr«asi7i.h. 
Boston^  May  27M,  1844. 
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APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  following  sums  have  been  appropriated  by  the  Ezecative 
Committee,  but  not  yet  drawn  from  the  Treasury^  viz. : 

For  building  a  church  at  Rockford,*  III.  ^775  00 

"         »*  "  Hartford,**  Ct.  670  00 

"         "  "  Windsor/  Vt.  100  00 

1446  00 


Aid  of  Unitarian  Soc. 

in  Montreal,* 

100  00 

(t 

u 

Cannelton,*  Ind. 

100  00 

II 

CI 

Albany,  N.  Y. 

100  00 

tt 

it 

Windsor,  Vt. 

160  00 

u 

<i 

Manchester,*  N.  H.  300  00 

u 

II 

Calais,*   Me. 

169  69 

u 

cc 

Standish,  « 

76  00 

II 

II 

Topsham,  *< 

130  00 

u 

II 

Augusta,   *' 

60  00 

l( 

II 

Athol,        Mass. 

100  00 

tl 

l{ 

New  Salem,  «' 

100  00 

•1 

CI 

Pepperell,      " 

75  00 

«« 

11 

Southboro,     «< 

60  00 

14 

<c 

Sudbnry,       *' 

60  00 

It 

li 

8outh  Natick,  Ms 

.  100  00 

tl 

tl 

Lincoln,  Mass. 

60  00 

U 

cc 

Dennis,        « 

60  00 

It 

•  a 

Sharon,        " 

60  00 

II 

II 

Chelsea,       " 

60  00 

li 

New  " 

Lowell,        « 

100  00 

iC 

ii        II 

South  Boston, 

250  00 

2199  69 

For  aid  of  Theological  School  in  Meadville,  Pa.  200  00 

For  Missionary  Services  in  Towns  on  Connecti- 
cut River,  .  .  30  00 
Rev.  Mr.  Stone,  of  Beverly,  for  Missionary  Ser- 
vices,                                                    .100  00 
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Rev.  John  Walworth,  for  Miisionary  Services,  100  00 

"   Mr.  Barr.  ••  •<  100  00 

•«   A.  H.  Conant,*  "  "  300  00 

•*  W.  P.  Huntington/   "  «•  100  00 


«   UermonSnow,  <«  «  50  00 


760  00 
$4624  59 


Boston f  June  ^,  1845.  The  undersigned  have  examined 
the  foregoing  account,  and  find  the  same  to  be  correctly 
cast  and  properly  vouched. 

Thomas  Tarbell,  )  ^    «.. 
HenrtLorino,     ']^''dttors. 


The  resignation  of  Hon.  Joseph  Story,  as  President, 
with  expressions  of  deep  interest  in  the  objects  and  suc- 
cess of  the  Association,  was  presented  to  the  meeting. 

An  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  proposed  at  the 
last  anniversary  by  N.  A.  Barrett,  Esq.,  requiring  two  of 
the  Directors  to  retire  annually,  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  of  nomination  made  their  report;  and 
the  following  Officers  were  then  chosen. 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE 
AMERICAN   UNITARIAN  ASSOCIATION, 

1845  -  46. 


PRESIDENT. 

Rev.  Orville  Dewey,  D.  D.,  New  York. 

VICE     PRES IDE  NTS . 

Hon.  Joseph  Lyman,  Mass. 

"     Charles  H.  Atherton,  N.  H. 

'*     Stephen  Longfellow,  Me. 
Henry  Wh  baton,  Esq.  N.  Y. 
Henry  Payson,  Es<].  Md. 
Hon.  William  Cranch,  D.  C. 

"     Samuel  S.  Wilde,  Mass. 

"     Samuel  Hoar,  *^ 

**    Richard  Sullivan,    " 

"    Lemuel  H.  Arnold,  R.  I. 
H.  J.  HuiDEKOPER,  Esq.,  Penn, 
Hon.  Daniel  A.  White,  Mass. 

*'     John  Fairfield,  Me. 

**    James  M.  Wayne,  Ga. 
James  H.  Wells,  Esq.,  Ct. 
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EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE. 


►  Directors. 


Rev.  Artemas  B.  Muzzet, 

*'     George  E.  Ellis, 

''     Nathaniel  Hall, 

"     James  F.  Clarke, 
Henrt  B.  Rogers,  Esq., 
Isaiah  Bangs,  Esq., 
Rev.  Charles  Briggs,  General  Secretary. 

'*     Samuel  K.  Lothrop,  Assistant  Secretary. 
Henry  P.  Fairbanks,  Esq.,  Treasurer. 


Adjourned  to  the  Church. 

The  public  exercises  of  the  occasion  were  attended,  at 
half  past  seven  o'clock,  in  the  Federal  Street  Church. 
After  prayers  by  Rev.  A.  A.  Livermore,  of  Keene,  N.  H., 
the  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  read. 
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TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

t 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


Wb  have  come  together,  Christian  friends,  to  speak  of 
the  condition  and  prospects  of  this  Association,  and  to 
increase  an  interest  in  its  objects. 

It  is  incumbent  on  us  to  do  what  we  can  to  fulfil  the 
expectations  of  those  pious  and  devoted  men,  who,  twenty 
years  ago,  met  here  to  consult  for  the  welfare  of  our 
churches  and  the  cause  of  Christian  truth ;  and  who,  in 
faith  and  in  prayer,  laid  the  foundations  of  this  institu- 
tion —  an  institution  which  we  trust  will,  in  coming 
time,  be  more  and  more  associated  with  all  that  is  truly 
evangelical,  all  that  is  inspiring  in  Christian  effort,  and 
elevating  in  religious  hope.  Among  those  early  friends 
and  supporters  of  this  Association,  were  BancroA,  Thayer, 
Kirkland,  Channing,  Ware,  Greenwood  and  Saltonstall, — 
names  ever  to  be  loved  and  venerated.  And  while  we 
cherish  their  memories,  we  would  imbibe  their  spirit  and 
copy  their  example. 

The  Committee,  in  fulfilling  their  trust,  have  aimed  to 
make  a  faithful  and  judicious  use  of  the  means  in  their 
power.  We  have  had  applications  for  aid  from  almost 
every  part  of  the  country,  and  it  has  often  been  a  ques- 
tion with  us,  whether  we  should  concentrate  our  effi>rts 
more  in  New  England,  in  building  up  and  sustaining  the 
old  societies,  or  should  do  more  for  missionary  objects  at 
a  distance,  and  particularly  in  the  West.      But  after  a 
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long  and  careful  examination  of  the  Subject,  we  are  con- 
vinced of  the  importance  and  the  duty  of  dividing  our 
means  between  these  objects ;  that  while  the  one  must 
be  done,  the  other  should  not  be  lefl  undone. 

Of  the  twenty-seven  societies  which  we  have  assisted 
the  past  year,  3  are  in  Maine,  1  in  New  Hampshire,  1  in 
Vermont,  13  in  Massichnsetts,  2  in  Connecticut,  2  in 
New  York,  I  in  Kentucky,  1  in  Missouri,  and  3  in  Illi- 
nois. We  have  aided  about  the  same  number  of  societies 
through  the  labors  of  our  missionaries. 

And  we  are  happy  to  state,  that  the  encouragement  af- 
forded to  destitute  societies  has  generally  been  productive 
of  good  fruits;  has  infused  new  life  into  them,  and  produced 
an  increased  interest  in  religion.  In  many  instances  they 
have,  after  a  few  years,  been  in  a  condition  not  only  to 
sustain  themselves,  but  to  contribute  to  the  support  of 
others;  and  funds  to  a  considerable  amount  are  thus 
annually  paid  back  to  us. 

When  speaking  of  destitute  societies,  we  cannot  help 
referring  to  destitute  clergymen.  There  is  many  a  de- 
voted minister  in  all  the  denominations,  though  we  are 
here  called  upon  to  speak  only  of  our  own,  who,  with 
nothing  for  his  age,  and  the  support  of  his  family  when 
his  labors  shall  cease,  struggles  on  from  year  to  year  for 
a  bare  subsistence,  laboring  necessarily  too  mnch  in  other 
vineyards  than  that  of  his  Lord.  Yes,  there  are  such 
whom  we  know,  —  men  of  talents,  learning  and  piety,  — 
men  who  deserve  a  better  lot,  and  of  whom,  in  a  certain 
sense,  the  world  is  not  worthy,  in  behalf  of  these  we 
call  on  our  more  favored  brethren  for  help.  Let  funds, 
even  of  a  moderate  amount,  be  sent  to  oar  treasury  for 
this  object,  and  many  pressing  wants  would  be  relieved. 
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and  many  prayers  of  gratitude  would  ascend  ;  and  bj  aa 
entire  devotion  of  labor  in  the  spiritual  vineyard,  tha 
church  would  be  enlarged  and  blessed. 

There  has  been  a  great  demand  for  our  monthly  puU 
lications.  We  have  issued  during  the  year  from  70,0M 
to  80,000 ;  and  have,  besides,  circulated  a  large  number 
of  those  previously  published.  And  we  have  heard  from 
various  parts  of  the  country  of  the  good  they  have  done« 
the  prejudices  and  doubts  they  have  removed,  the  faith 
they  have  strengthened  and  confirmed,  and  the  comfort 
and  hope  they  have  imparted. 

"  I  have  distributed,  says  one  of  our  missionaries^ 
within  three  years  more  than  300  volumes  of  books, 
and  3000  tracts;  and  I  regard  it  as  a  most  effective 
method  of  exerting  a  wide  and  lasting  moral  and  religioua 
influence.  I  feel  grateful  for  the  privilege  of  being  thus 
employed,  as  the  almoner  of  others'  bounty,  for  the  sufK 
ply  of  the  intellectual  and  moral  wants  of  multitudes, 
who  have  thus  received  spiritual  nourishment  and  strength, 
and  been  enriched  with  durable  riches." 

Another  of  our  western  preachers  says :  **  I  have  joat 
been  invited  to  visit  a  town  thirty  miles  from  Louisville 
to  preach.  The  invitation  came  from  a  gentleman  to 
whom  I  sent  a  number  of  our  Tracts.  He  says  he  has 
read  them  with  deep  interest,  and  circulated  them  among 
his  friends,  and  that  he  and  many  of  those  friends  find 
themselves  to  have  been  Unitarians  all  their  Jives." 

A  large  portion  of  our  resources  are  derived  from 
associations  auxiliary  to  this,  and  from  life- memberships* 
Twenty  of  these  associations  have  been  formed  the  past 
year,  and  seventeen  names  have  been  added  to  the  list  of 
life  members.     Other  associations  have  been  vhAied  and 
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enlarged ;  and  we  would  again  call  the  attention  of  lay« 
men  as  well  as  clergymen  lo  this  subject,  and  earnestly 
recommend,  as  a  means  of  usefulness,  nnd  a  source  of 
xeligious  improvement,  that  tliey  should  be  established  in 
all  our  societies. 

Our  receipts,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  Treasurer's 
Report,  including  the  amount  on  hand  at  the  commence* 
ment  of  the  year,  are  91 1,255.54,  and  the  expenditures 
«nd  appropriations  913,774.49. 

We  would  express  our  thanks  to  those  who  have  made 
donations  to  the  Association,  some  of  whom  have  not  per- 
mitted their  names  to  be  known ;  and  likewise  to  those 
who  are  regarding  its  interests  prospectively.  Four  indi- 
f  iduals  have  made  provision  in  their  wills  for  liberal  sums 
40  be  left  to  it.  lo  one  instance  the  interest  of  the  funds, 
together  with  a  j^rtiou  of  the  principal,  is  to  be  annually 
appropriated  to  the  building  of  churches  and  the  support 
of  missionaries  in  the  West. 

The  Committee  have  made  the  subject  of  theological 
education  an  object  of  peculiar  attention ;  and  early  in 
the  year  we  aided  in  establishing  the  Divinity  School  at 
lleadville,  in  Western  Pennsylvania.  We  selected  a 
clergyman,  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  situation,  to  take 
charge  of  it,  and  guaranteed  to  him  a  salary  for  his  aer* 
vices  for  five  years ;  and  it  is  now  in  successful  operatioD* 
H.  J.  Iluidekoper,  Esq.,  has  given  a  building  fur  a  chapel 
and  lecture  rooms,  and  is  otherwise  a  great  benefactor  to 
the  institution.  And  Mr.  Frederick  Iluidekoper  performs 
Uie  duties  of  Professor  gratuitously.  Rev.  Mr.  Stcbbineiy 
the  Principal  of  the  institution,  after  giving  an  account 
of  the  Teil-Books  and  Library,  gives  the  following  de« 
•Gription4>r  ihe  school. 
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"  We  havp  arranged  a  course  of  stady,  to  occupy  Ihreo 
years.  Students,  however,  who  wish,  can  pursue  a  par- 
tial course,  taking  such  studies  along  with  the  class  in 
regular  course  as  they  may  choose.  As  many  of  our 
students  have  not  had  very  good  advantages  for  early 
education,  our  purpose  is  to  make  our  course  one  of  men- 
tal discipline,  as  well  as  of  theological  information.  The 
students  are,  therefore,  required  fully  to  master  the  argu* 
ments  of  their  text  book-^.  Divinity  Hail  is  amply 
gofficient  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  school,  contain- 
ing as  it  does  two  lecture  rooms  and  a  chapel.  The 
class  of  this  year  numbers  nine.  Three  of  these  are 
preachers  of  the  Christian  denomination  ;  one  is  a  Meth- 
odist; one  a  Christian  who  does  not  yet  preach;  and 
four  are  Unitarians;  —  three  of  whom  are  from  New 
England.  They  are  all  men  of  promise.  Our  prospects 
ibr  another  class  are  good.  We  have  had  communica- 
tions, in  one  form  and  another,  from  twenty-six.  Of 
these  we  shall  rely  upon  from  eight  to  twelve. 

As  far  as  funds  are  concerned,  we  are  out  of  debt. 
Our  friends  have  been  thoughtful  of  us  so  far ;  and  as 
we  need,  I  have  no  donbt  we  shall  receive  assistance. 
Our  students  are,  many  of  them,  poor.  They  have  no 
means.  One  of  them  has  walked  some  Sundays  thirty 
miles  to  preach;  and  another  twenty  miles.  They  are 
ready  and  willing  to  do  all  th:it  human  nature  can  endure 
for  the  purpose  of  working  their  way  through  the  school. 
But  they  cannot  do  impossibilities.  The  actuni  expenses 
of  the  student  for  his  support  here,  not  including  his 
clothes,  amount  to  from  45  to  6'J  dollars  for  the  forty 
week!*,  as  he  is  able  to  find  cheap  boarding  places.  We 
hope  to  obtain  board  so  that  the  cost,  exclusive  of  fuef, 
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lights  and  washing,  shall  not  be  over  forty  dollars  per 
jear.  Now  if  we  could  have  a  few  scholarships  of  from 
30  to  30  dollars  each,  many  young  men  would  be  able  to 
go  through  who  cannot  now.  Our  school  has  been  looked 
apon  with  favor  by  our  Christian  friends  of  this  region. 
Resolutions  have  been  passed  in  our  favor  by  two  of  their 
conferences.  Their  young  preachers  -who  are  here  seem 
perfectly  satisfied,  and  make  every  exertion  in  their  power 
to  continue  through  the  whole  course.  My  opinion  now 
18  that  the  school  will  succeed,  and  be  the  means  of  great 
good  to  the  cause  of  truth  in  the  West." 

We  have  employed  missionaries  for  about  the  same 
amount  of  time  and  extent  of  labk>r  as  in  the  two  previous 
years.  More  are  wanted  in  New  England  and  the  Mid* 
die  States,  and  especially  in  the  new  Slates  and  Territo- 
ries. '  Iowa  and  Wisconsin  call  loudly  for  them. 

"  Wisconsin,  says  one  of  our  missionaries,  presents  aa 
extensive  and  promising  field  for  missionary  labor.  Manj 
of  its  inhabitants  are  hungering  and  thirsting  for  religious 
instruction.  It  is  settled  in  a  great  measure  by  emigrants 
from  the  Eastern  States,  many  of  whom  sympathize  with 
08,  and  are  anxiously  waiting  to  hear  the  voice  of  our 
preachers.  I  have  witnessed  the  tears  of  the  father  and 
the  mother,  as  they  spoke  of  their  eastern  home,  and  the 
privileges  of  their  youth.  We  can  bear,  they  said,  the 
privations  of  a  new  country  with  patience  ;  but  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  blessings  of  the  sanctuary,  and  the  preach- 
ing we  so  much  value  and  love,  this  is  our  greatest  trial. 
We  want  our  children  should  hear  the  pure  Gospel 
preached  as  we  did.'* 

**  I  speak  in  behalf  of  the  poor  and  the  needy, — of 
those  who  cannot  make  their  voice  heard  except  through 
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me,  — 8Q1I  I  ask  your  Association  for  the  appointment  ol 
a  misdioiiary  in  the  vicinity  of  Rock  River,  where  ti)# 
most  promising  opening  is  presented  to  circuUte  booket 
and  tracts,  to  establish  Sabbath  schools,  and  build  up 
societies.  Such  an  ap)Kiiutnient  would  indeed  be  like 
*  bread  cast  upon  the  waters*'  ** 

"  1  think  an  eflfurt,  remarks  another  of  our  clergy* 
men,  a  strenuous  and  -decided  effort,  should  be  made 
for  IJiinois  and  VVi:»coasin  at  this  funning  period  of  their 
institutions,  this  crisis  of  their  history  ;  and  I  do  nol  be* 
lieve  there  is  a  s|K>t  in  the  civilized  world,  where  so  much 
might  be  done  with  so  little  effort  A  missionary  of 
decided  bileuts  and  earnestness,  might  go  through  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  gathering  great  congre- 
gations, and  laying  the  foundation  of  new  societies." 

*'  The  prospect  of  the  advancement  of  Uuitarianism 
in  this  place  and  the  surrounding  country,  says  the 
Principil  of  the  Belvidere  In.stituiion,  was  never  equilly 
promiaing.  A  minister,  deternriiiod  to  concentrate  the 
best  energies  of  head  and  heart,  resolved  to  meet  op|K)« 
sition  with  true  Christian  firniiiess,  could  not  here  fail  of 
success.  It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  see  so  broad  a 
field,  which  must  for  a  time  be  left ;  yet  I  feel  that  our 
Eastern  brethren  of  like  precious  faith  need  but  to  kiiow 
of  the  harvest  which  niiy  here  be  gathered,  and  some 
herald  of  a  pure  Qospul  will  be  sent,  ready  to  do  and 
dare  all  things  in  the  eau^e  of  the  Redeemer.  I  have 
preached  here  in  log-cabins,  school*huu>es,  barns,  and  in 
fill  places  where  men  p!>sscsi«ing  immortal  souls  would 
&iseiHble  ti>  listen  to  the  glad  tidings  of  a  rational  and 
consistent  faitlu" 

Rev.  Mr.  Gray,  of  this  city,  at  the  requeft  of  tlie  Com*. 
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mittce,  has  visited  some  of  the  most  important  of  our 
missionary  stations  in  the  Western  States ;  and,  besides 
being  able  to  bear  testimony  to  the  incalculable  good  the 
Association  has  done  and  is  doing  there,  confirms  the 
accounts  giren  by  all  our  missionaries,  of  the  pressing 
religious  wants  of  ihat  part  of  the  country. 

From  a  survey  of  what  we  have  done  the  past  year,  and 
the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  denomination,  we  find 
much  to  encourage  and  animate  us  in  the  discharge  of 
our  duty.  In  Montreal  a  church  has  been  built  during 
the  year,  and  the  prospects  of  the  society  are  highly  en* 
oouraging.  Since  the  dedication  of  the  church  at 
Albany,  last  autumn,  the  congregations  have  increased 
one  third.  And  our  brethren  at  Hartford  have  com* 
menced  building  a  church,  with  an  energy  and  a  spiril 
of  self-sacrifice  that  will  not  fail  to  raise  them  up  fiiends 
and  insure  their  success.  We  attach  great  importance 
to  the  establishment  of  societies  in  places  like  these. 
They  will  exert  a  wide  and  salutary  influence.  In  New 
York  and  Brooklyn  our  cause  was  never  so  prosperous. 
And  we  have  favorable  accounts  of  the  societies  in  West* 
ern  New  York,  especially  in  Syracuse,  Rochester  and 
Buffalo.  Rev.  Mr.  Hosmer's  society,  in  the  latter  place, 
from  the  great  increase  of  its  members,  is  about  enlarging 
Its  house  of  worship.  The  society  at  Chicago  has  in- 
creased, and  promises  to  be  one  of  the  strongest  in  the 
West  A  new  impulse  has  been  given  to  the  society  at 
Milwaukie,  by  the  labors  of  Rev.  Mr.  Lord,  who  is  about 
to  be  settled  there.  A  church  will  be  built  st  Rockford, 
III.,  in  the  course  of  the  season  ;  and  if  sufficient  aid  can 
be  procured,  one  will  soon  be  built  at  Warsaw,  in  that 
■late.    Rev.  Mr.  Moore,  of  Quincy,  is  deeply  interested 
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in  building  up  a  society  there,  and  has  called  on  his  New 
England  friends  for  the  small  assistance  required.  The 
Hev.  Mr.  Eliot's  society,  in  Saint  Louis,  has  had  a  healthj 
if  not  a  very  rapid  growth ;  and  by  its  truly  Ciiristian 
efforts  and  sacrifices  in  providing  schools  and  a  ministry 
lor  the  poor,  is  worthy  of  all  imitation.  It  has  contrib* 
nted  a  thousand  dollars  the  past  year  to  those  objects. 
The  society  at  Louisville  is  engaged  in  a  similar  work. 
Mr.  Farmer  is  laboring  there  successfully,  with  Rev.  Mr. 
Hey  wood,  the  pastor  of  the  society,  in  a  ministry  at  large. 
They  are  likewise  engaged  in  missionary  labors  in  the 
vicinity,  particularly  in  a  new  society  at  Cannelton,  Ind. 

Rev.  Mr.  Burnap's  society,  in  Baltimore,  is  entitled  to 
great  credit  for  the  cncourngement  it  hns  given  in  estab- 
lishing a  ministry  and  schools  for  the  poor  —  which, 
through  the  labors  of  Rev.  Mr.  Dall,  have  been  instru- 
mental of  much  good.  And  besides  the  moral  influences 
of  our  views  in  that  city,  they  have  doubtless  done  much 
towards  improving  its  theology.  A  correspondent,  after 
speaking  of  the  Unitarian  society,  remarks,  that  "  there 
are  in  Baltimore  three  other  societies,  which  are  de» 
oidedly  aoti-trinitarian,  averaging,  I  should  say,  two  hun- 
dred families.  One  of  them  is  Universal ist,  one  secedera 
from  Presbyterian  ism,  and  one  Lutheran  Independent 
They  are  among  the  largest  congregations  in  the  city." 

The  condition  of  the  society  at  Washington  has  im- 
proved. The  labors  of  Mr.  Hale  the  past  winter  have 
given  it  confidence  and  strength  ;  and  nothing  is  now 
wanting  to  insure  its  permanent  Fuccesa  and  usefulness 
bat  a  clergyman  adapted  to  the  situation. 

Rev.  Dr.  Gilman':»  society,  in  Charleston,  S.  C,  is  ex- 
erling  a  good  influence  in  that  city  and  state.     It  has  a 
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Book  and  Tract  Society,  which  has  been  extensivelyi 
Ofleful,  tiud  it  does  a  great  deal  to  relieve  the  uutiiti  and 
improve  the  c<indiiioii  of  thi;  poor.  There  are  150  coinmiH 
nicaiiia  in  the  itociety,  fii'ty  of  whom  are  peo|ile  ol  color. 

We  have  just  heard  of  a  new  Unitarian  society  in  one 
of  the  upper  counties  of  Georgia,  numbering  aboul  fifijr 
families,  and  having  lay  preaching. 

**  It  has  ypruiig  up,  says  a  correspondent  in  Savannah, 
almost  a  natural  growth,  and  is  a  striking  instance  to 
show  that  our  views  are  peculiarly  the  unforced  and  ob* 
▼ious  ones, -» the  very  views  which  unso|>hi8iicated  and 
seeking  men  find  in  the  Bible.  These  men  grew  to 
Unitariiinisin — were  not  prosel}ted." 

A  popular  clergyman  in  Neiv  Orleans,  after  saying,  *<  I 
esteem  it  an  honor  to  be  ranked  atnoiig  the  glorious  fra* 
ternity  of  Unitarian  clergymen  in  the  United  States,'* 
remarks  that  '*  upwards  of  two  hundred  families  are  con* 
nected  with  my  congregation.  The  average  attendance 
on  the  Lord's  day  is  about  I(K)G,  —  all  anti-irinitarian. 
The  church  is  full,  and  probably  would  be  if  it  were  a» 
large  again.  The  cau.<>e  here  is  truly  flourishing.  Intd- 
ligent  men  all  o\'er  the  State,  when  they  visit  New 
Orleans,  come  to  our  church.  Indeed,  in  a  very  few 
years,  the  vast  majority  of  Protestants  throughout  Louis- 
iana %vill  be  Unitarians." 

We  hear  favorable  accounts  of  our  societies  in  aH  the 
New  England  States.  In  Massachusetts,  and  especially 
in  Boston  and  vicinity,  there  are  indications  of  growth 
and  prosperity  in  the  denomination.  Preparations  are 
being  made  to  build  a  church  in  Bedford  street,  the 
'KJhurch  of  the  Saviour  /'  and  one  on  Harrison  Avenue; 
both  for  the  acconiniodution  of  new  societies.     Aev.  Mn 
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Fox  preaches  to  large  congregations  in  the  Warren  Street 
Chapel ;  and  much  good  is  antic  pated  from  his  labors  in 
that  part  of  the  city.  A  chapel  has  just  been  opened 
with  reference  to  a  new  society  at  South  Boston,  and  is 
filled  to  overflowing  with  attentive  worshippers.  Rev. 
Mr.  Robbins's  society  has  erected  a  beautiful  church, 
which  is  soon  to  be  dedicated.  A  society  has  been 
gathered  and  a  church  built  at  Somerville.  A  new  church 
will  be  built  in  Roxbury  during  the  season,  and  one  at 
Worcester,  —  the  rapidly  increasing  population  of  those 
towns  requiring  larger  accommodations.  A  Ministry  at 
Large  has  been  established  in  Lowell,  and  is  principally 
supported  by  the  liberality  of  Rev.  Mr.  Miles's  society. 

We  notice'  with  great  pleasure  the  multiplication  of 
ministries  to  the  poor  in  our  societies.  The  Ministry  at 
Large  established  by  Dr.  Tuckerman,  and  formerly  under 
the  care  of  this  Association,  has  not  only  been  among  the 
greatest  blessings  of  this  city,  but  has  extended  its  blessed 
influences  far  and  wide.  We  see  in  efforts  like  these 
proofs  of  continued  spiritual  growth  in  the  denomination. 
We  see  in  them  our  views  of  religion  carried  out,  carried 
into  practice. 

We  see  cause  to  confide  in  the  steady  and  healthful 
extension  of  the  religious  spirit  and  views  which  we  ap- 
prove, in  various  parts  of  Christendom.  Especially  would 
we  congratulate  our  brethren  in  Great  Britain,  upon  the 
ratified  success  of  a  measure,  so  just  in  its  intent,  and  so 
propitious  to  them  in  its  action,  as  the  Dissenters'  Chapels 
Bill.  In  the  passage  of  that  bill  we  see  the  prevalence 
of  a  better  spirit  than  has  hitherto  been  manifested 
towards  them,  and  we  hope  and  trust  that  their  dark  days 
of  oppression  and  wrong  are  passed,  and  that  they  now 
see  the  dawn  of  a  brighter  day. 
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Regarding  our  views  of  religion  as  the  purest  form  of 
ChriHtinnity,  we  cannot  b  it  hope  that  they  arf,  in  the 
providence  of  God,  d  >^tined  yet  more  and  more  to  bless 
oar  country  and  the  world.  And,  as  we  desi.e  the  high* 
est  good  of  our  fellow  beings,  ue  uiah  for  their  preva*- 
lence.  They  will,  we  are  confident,  meet  the  wants  of 
many,  very  many,  who  can  never  welcome  religion  in  any 
other  form.  Yes,  they  will  guide,  comfort  and  bless 
thousands,  who,  without  them,  mu-t  be  in  the  darkness 
of  unlielief,  without  God,  and  without  hope  in  the  world. 
And  it  is  for  this,  for  such  influences,  the  welfare  and 
happiness  of  immortal  beings,  that  we  should  hope,  and 
pray,  and  labor,  and  whenever  and  wherever  the  call  may 
come,  make  sacrifices  for  th.:  diffusion  of  the^«?  views,  till 
they  shall  reach  every  mind  and  touch  every  heart  in 
their  enlightening  and  saving  power. 

But  however  much.  Christian  friends,  we  may  value 
our  faith,  and  labor  to  extend  it ;  though  it  be  to  os  « 
satisfactory  and  a  sufficient  faith  —  sufficient  for  all  the 
duties,  triiiU,  and  temptations  of  life,  and  full  of  blessed 
hope,  —  still,  our  great  concern  should  be,  to  reduce  this 
fiiiih  to  practice,  to  show  it  in  our  lives  and  conversation. 
How  few  are  there  who  live  up  to  this  faith  1  alas,  how 
few  !  The  great  want  in  the  Christian  Church,  is  the 
Christian  life,  —  the  life  of  Christ. 


Rev.  Mr.  Lotiirop  oiTered  the  foIIowin£[  Resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  we  regard  the  publication  and  distri* 
bution  of  Tracts,  faithfully  prepared,  and  judiciously 
selected,  of  a  mingled  doctrinal  and  practical  character. 
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one  of  the  8imp1e!«t,  most  direct  and  efBcacioii^t  means 
of  diffusing  Christian  truth,  and  promoting;  Cliristiaa 
righteousness,  and  that  it  is  tlie  duty  of  the  Executive 
Committee  to  give,  as  heretofore,  special  attention  to  this 
department  of  their  Jahors,  as  one  of  the  most  important 
of  the  modes  of  operation  originally  contemplated  by  this 
Association. 

Resolved,  That  we  regard  Theological  Education,  the 
raising  up  from  generation  to  generation  of  a  learned, 
well*disciplined,  and  thoroughly  furniished  clergy,  to  take 
the  charge  of  our  churches,  and  defend  and  diffuse  the 
troth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  to  be  an  object  uf  liighest  interest 
and  importance,  and  that  we  cordially  approve  of  efforts 
made,  and  the  aid  extended  by  the  Executive  Committee 
in  establishing  a  Theological  Seminary  at  Meadville, 
Peon. 

^Resolved,  That  we  regard  Missionary  efforts,  the 
strengthening  of  feeble  churches,  and  establishing  new 
ones,  and  the  sending  for;h  of  preachers  into  the  waste 
places  of  the  land,  in  New  England,  as  well  as  in  the 
West,  to  be  an  object  to  which  th^  attention  and  efforts 
of  this  Association,  of  all  who  are  interested  in  the  pres- 
ervation of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  the  moral  and 
social  destiny  of  this  nation,  and  the  salvation  of  souls, 
sboold  be  unceasingly  devoted,  —  and  that  we  are  en* 
couraged  by  the  result  of  our  past  labors  in  this  respect, 
to  more  zealous  and  persevering  'efforts. 

Rev.  Mr.  Farley,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  first  addressed 
•the  meetincr. 

Air.  President:  —  I  rise  to  move  the  acceptance  of  the 
Report;  and  really,  Sir,  such  a  motion  ctn,  1  think, 
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meet  no  opposition  here.    Our  worthy  Secretary  seems 
to  have  dipped  his  pencil  only  in  the  brightest  colors. 
From  all  quarters,  upon  every  topic,  he  has  gathered  up 
whatever  is  bright  and  fair,  for  our  encouragement.     Nor 
do  I  mean,  Sir,  to  raise  a  doubt  as  to  the  general  cor- 
rectness of  the  Report,  or  intimate  the  slightest  hint  that 
it  is  exaggerated.      Some   investigations  which  I  have 
lately  been  engaged  in,  into  the  statistics  of  our  denom- 
ination, seem  to  me  fully  to  bear  the  Secretary  out.    This 
crowded  auditory,  coming  together  from  our  churches, 
with  looks  full  of  expectation  and  hope,'  may  rest  assured 
then,  that  we  have  made,  and  are  making  progress.     Not 
in  members  only,  but  in  the  true  spirit  of  Christian  love, 
philanthropy,  piety.     The  dawn  of  a  better  day  has 
broke.    Elements,  as  they  seemed  to  many  mere  lookers- 
on,  of  mere  discord,  have  proved  the  very  reverse.     The 
results  of  this  morning*s  deliberations,  which  some  of  our 
own  number  feared  almost  to  enter  upon,  lest  schism  and 
strife  should  only  have  full  play,  have  shown  ourselves 
and  the  world,  that  a  religious  body,  bound  together  by 
no  set  articles  of  a  creed,  by  no  complex  ecclesiastical 
polity,  by  no  central  power  armed  with  pains  and  penal- 
ties, can  yet  hold  together  the  more  firmly  and  lovingly 
by  reason   of  that  very  freedom,  which   permits  every 
mind  to  think  for  itself  upon  all  subjects  which  arise. 
We  rose  from  thpse  deliberations  with  the  most  entire 
and  hearty  unanimity.    ' 

The  subject  of  Tracts  is  a  prominent  one  in  that  Re> 
port ;  and  indeed  this  has  always  formed  one  of  the  most 
important  departments  of  the  operations  of  this  Associa- 
tion. Every  year,  Sir,  satisfies  me  more  and  more  of  the 
importance  of  this  department  of  our  labors ;  and  it  li 


907  .    TWENTIETH    ANNUAL   REPORT.  35 

with  feelings  of  very  honest  pride,  that  we  may  point  to 
the  eighteen  volumes  which  have  been  already  issued,  as 
a  series  of  no  temporary,  but  permanent  value.  I  believe 
the  times  demand  a  very  full,  decided,  manly  assertion  of 
the  great  distinctive  doctrines'  which  we  believe  ;  a  clear 
and  ample  exposition  of  the  grounds  on  which  they  rest ; 
and  more  active  exertions  for  their  diffusion.  We  can 
do  this  by  our  Tracts ;  and  we  can  do  it  efficiently  and 
well.  The  members  of  our  communion  have  little  idea, 
how  much  an  individual  may  do,  who  will  avail  himself 
of  almost  every^lay  opportunities  for  the  distribution  of 
Tracts.  I  know  of  one  who  keeps  by  him  at  his  place 
of  business  a  supply  ;  and  though  engaged  in  very  exten- 
sive commercial  operations,  never  loses  sight  of  such 
opportunities.  When  some  of  his  friends  of  the  denomi- 
nation to  which  he  once  belonged,  or  of  any  of  the  so- 
called  Orthodox  churches,  come  in  his  way  either  to 
remonstrate  against  or  discuss  his  heresy,  he  quietly  asks 
them  to  take  and  read  for  themselves.  In  this  way  he  be- 
comes a  missionary  of  no  feeble  power.  I  once  felt  great 
repugnance  to  the  Orthodox  plan  of  gratuitous  distribu- 
tion in  our  towns  and  cities ;  but  chiefly  on  account  of 
the  principle  on  which  it  avowedly  proceeded,  or  rather 
the  application  of  that  principle.  The  distribution  was 
to  be  to  all*  who  were  destitute  of  religious  instruction ; 
and  then,  forsooth,  the  remarkably  charitable  construction 
of  the  rule  was,  that  all  Roman  Catholic,  Universalist, 
and  Uaitarian  families  were  thus  destitute !  and  so  they, 
and  even  their  ministers,  were  to  be  thus  visited,  and 
aetoally  were  !  The  principle  and.  the  construction  of  it 
have  been  alike  abandoned,  and  now  the  distribution  it 
universal.  Why  may  we  not  do  likewise?  Why  may 
TOL.  xnii.  —  NO.  215.  3 
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we  not,  especially  where  our  views  are  little  known  and 
much  mbrepresented,  avail  ourselves  of  this  most  valuable 
means  of  diffusing  a  knowledge  of  the  simple  truths  of 
the  Gospel  as  we  understand  and  hold  them  T  Besides, 
new  generations  are  coming  up  in  constant  succession. 
No  pains  are  spared  by  our  brethren  of  other  denomina- 
tions to  keep  the  young,  as  they  come  upon  the  stage, 
instructed  in  what  they  honestly  think  the  great  truths 
and  doctrines  of  revealed  religion.  If  we  are  not  ready 
to  do  our  part  in  the  work,«»-if  we  are  willing  that  they 
who  are  following  close  upon  us  as  we  pass  away, — they 
who  are  to  succeed  us  when  we  are  gone,  shall  grow  up 
ignorant  or  indifferent  upon  these  momentous  subjects, 
then  it  were  well  for  us  to  be  still.  But  if  we  value  our 
faith  as  the  truth  of  God ;  if  we  desire  to  give  it  free 
course  that  it  may  be  glorified ;  if  we  wish  our  children 
and  children's  children  to  receive  and  transmit  it  pure,  to 
rejoice  in  and  be  blessed  by  it,  —  then  we  must  be  up 
and  doing.  Mr.  President,  I  heartily  commend  to  the 
Executive  Board  the  most  active  prosecution  of  the  work 
of  publishing  Tracts, —  and  to  our  churches  and  auxiliary 
associations  the  most  active  efforts  for  their  distribution. 
Thus  in  one  most  important  way  shall  we  be  doing  our 
part  in  spreading  a  knowledge  of  the  truth. 

Rev.  Mr.  Holland,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  next  spoke : 
—In  rising  to  speak  to  two  or  three  of  the  Resolutions, 
Mr.  President,  I  would  remark,  generally,  that  so  far 
from  the  Secretary's  Report  being  at  all  exaggerated,  he 
could  not  have  made  so  moderate  a  statement  of  affairs, 
had  he  visited,  as  I  wish  he  had,  the  churches  in  my 
section  of  country.     As  I  am  the  only  person  present 
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who  has  visited  the  Meadville  Institution,  where  I  assisted 
at  the  Dedication  of  its  Divinity  Hall,  —  a  word  first  upon 
this.  As  1  approached  Meadville,  at  the  close  of  a  beauti- 
ful autumnal  day,  as  the  setting  sun  kindled  the  whole 
horizon  with  a  gorgeous  light,  I  was  struck  with  the 
beauty  of  the  place,  its  profound  quiet,  its  embosomed 
peace.  For  health,  scenery,  stillness,  and  economy  of 
living,  no  Western  town  with  which  I  am  acquainted 
bears  any  comparison  with  Meadville.  But  what  is  of 
even  more  a«*count,  the  spirit  of  both  professors  and  stu- 
dents is  above  praise.  They  are  earnest,  devoted,  labo- 
rious men  —  patient  under  difficulty,  undaunted  by  oppo- 
sition, resolved  on  progress,  consecrated  to  doing  goodi 
The  officers  of  the  school  find  it  nectary  to  hold  back 
the  young  men  from  too  excessive  devotion  to  study ;  and 
the  only  fear  we  have  for  their  teachers  is  the  same.  At 
Syracuse,  where  last  year  we  lamented  over  the  bereave- 
ment of  the  devoted  Storer's  flock  and  feared  for  its  future, 
there  is  now  a  larger  congregation,  and  a  more  earnest 
state  of  feeling  than  ever  before.  Our  excellent  brother 
May  finds  his  position  all  he  could  ask.  And  I  may  say 
generally  of  those  New  York  churches  which  border  upon 
the  line  of  Western  travel,  that  they  have  signal  reac-ons 
to  thank  God  and  take  courage. 

But,  with  your  permission,  Mr.  President,  from  the  de- 
tail of  progress  I  would  rise  to  a  few  thoughts  upon  the 
general  good  effected  by  your  more  distant  operations. 
You  have  encouraged  us  to  go  forward.  The  flickering 
taper  in  some  school-house  or  obscure  hall,  you  have 
changed,  by  a  wise  liberality,  into  the  golden  candlestick 
of  an  humble  but  permanent  church.  What  is.  that 
church  doing  away  from  your  oversight?     In  the  first 
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place,  Sir,  according  to  the  prophesied  effect  of  our  min- 
istrations in  new  places,  many  persons  have  been  brought 
under  sanctuary  influences  from  a  state  of  utter  indifler- 
ence.  Many  and  many  hare  said  to  roe  in  my  visits  in 
these  more  distant  parishes  — "  We  never  cared  for 
preaching  before.  Sunday  is  a  new  day  to  us  now.  We 
never  went  to  church  before  but  from  compulsion ;  now 
compulsion  could  hardly  keep  us  away."  As  the  greater 
part  of  these  are  young  merchants,  or  merchants'  clerks 
(and  in  the  rapid  changes  of  Western  life,  the  clerk  of 
to-day  may  be  the  master  to-morrow,  and  the  principal 
becomes  in  turn  the  subordinate),  the  extension  of  Christ* 
ian  influences  to  this  interesting  class  seems  to  me  an 
unspeakable  good! 

But  active  minds,  like  the  class  whom  our  ministry 
gathers  together,  seldom  remain  merely  indiflerent.  Goad* 
ed  on  by  envenomed  attacks,  they  very  easily  take  the 
stand'point  of  utter  hostility  to  religion.  Christianity  has 
been  so  disguised  and  degraded,  they  have  turned  from  it 
in  loathing.  Reason,  affection  and  conscience  have  pro- 
tested against  it.  But  when  they  find  their  way  to  our 
simple  chapels  they  are  amazed.  The  haggard  beldame, 
with  tresses  of  hissing  snakes  and  tongue  of  scorpion 
sting,  changes  to  the  mountain-nymph,  **  with  zone  un- 
bound," with  cheering  smile  and  tone  of  generous  wel- 
come. Instead  of  being  fiercely  denounced  or  coolly 
insulted,  they  find  an  unexpected  kindness,  against  which 
their  hearts  will  not  keep  sealed  forever.  Very  en- 
couraging instances  of  this  might  be  related  were  there 
time. 

A  third  beneficent  influence,  is  that  exerted  over  other 
denominations.     The  other  Sunday  evening  as  I  passed 
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home  from  my  own  service,  I  heard  my  mioistry  de- 
nounced as  **  highway  robbery,''  and  all  liberal  Christians 
of  all  shades  of  belief  marked  with  the  *^  indelible  brand 
of  Cain,"  **  not  one  of  whom  the  Almighty  could  ever 
make  serious."  It  was  pleasant  the  next  day  to  find  that 
this  stranger's  voice  was  as  painful  to  his  own  denomina- 
tion generally  as  to  us ;  that  his  denunciations  fell  power- 
less to  the  ground.  I  have  myself  experienced  unexpected 
kindness  at  the  hands  of  those  called  "Orthodox."  Their 
dying  beds  I  have  been  more  than  once  summoned  to 
attend  ;  their  churches  have  been  repeatedly  opened  to 
me  for  preaching;  they  have  welcomed  my  participation, 
yes,  have  sought  it  eagerly,  in  the  various  benevolent  en- 
terprises of  the  day.  The  result  is,  that  these  keepers 
of  the  public  conscience  have  modified  their  severity  of 
tone  not  a  little,  have  sought  to  address  the  higher  powers 
of  our  nature,  have  felt  more  charity  among  themselves, 
and  practised  more  to  others.  This  indirect  action  in 
elevating,  softening  and  spiritualizing  the  popular  Christ- 
ianity around  us,  were  reward  enough  for  a  tenfold  efibrt. 
The  fatigue  of  nearly  five  hundred  miles  uninterrupted 
travel  will  not  allow  me  to  say  more. 

Rev.  Mr.  Bellows  of  New  York  then  addressed  the 
meeting.  He  said  that  the  A»$ociaiion  had  great  cause 
to  rejoice  in  what  had  been  advanced  by  the  Secretary 
in  his  Report.  All  persons  knew  that  the  theology  of  the 
country  was  fast  becoming  modified  through  the  preva- 
lence of  Unitarian  views.  For  this  reason  he  would  en- 
courage the  Theological  School  at  Meadville — do  all  in  his 
power  to  build  it  up.  lie  was  satisfied,  as  others  must  be 
upou  examination,  that  Unitarianisra  was  not  destined  to 

TOL.  XVIII.  —  NO.  216.  3* 


80  TWENTIETH   ANNUAL   REPORT.  3152 

80  rapid  an  increase  hereaf\er  as  it  had  received  in  years 
gone  by.  This  was  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the  wants 
of  the  liberal  community  being  met  by  a  corresponding 
liberality  of  opinion  and  instruction  on  the  part  of  other 
denominations.  He  would  not  erect  new  pulpits  with  the 
hope  to  advance  Unitarian  ism,  but  he  would  infuse  its 
liberal  and  truly  Christian  elements  into  other  pulpits. 
The  last  Sabbath,  he  had  heard  the  Rev.  Dr.  fiushnell  of 
Hartford  preach.  If  such  liberal  sentiments  as  he  ad* 
vanced  were  to  prevail  generally,  it  would  augur  ill  for 
independence  of  Unitarian  effort,  but  react  most  forcibly 
upon  the  exclusiveness  of  other  denominations,  and  for- 
ward most  effectually  Unitarian  doctrine.  This  was  all 
that  was  wanted.  As .  sound  learning  would  preserve 
Unitarian  views,  it  was  all  important  that  the  Theological 
School  at  Meadville  should  be  maintained.  It  was  also 
important,  as  it  was  in  the  region  of  the  "  Christians," 
who  have  1000  churches,  and  some  150,000  laymen  in 
that  county.  These  people  differ  little  in  doctrine  from 
Unitarians,  and  had  made  overtures  for  a  union  with  them. 
Their  students  now  attend  at  Meadville ;  they  are  only 
distinct  and  separate  from  Unitarians  from  the  want  of  a 
sound  theological  education.  Let  it  be  afforded  them, 
and  the  union  with  Unitarians  will  soon  be  complete. 
The  Reverend  gentleman  said  that  they  intended  in  New 
York  to  give  the  Meadville  School  $1000  for  five  years. 
He  also  spoke  of  the  erection  of  the  new  church  at 
Hartford,  Ct.,  which  had  been  pronounced  an  extravagant 
operation,  as  it  was  estimated  to  cost  $18,000.  The 
people  of  Hartford  had  raised  $7000,  $5000  more  had 
been  promised  from  Boston,  which  of  course  would  be 
forthcoming,  leaving  only  six  or  seven  thousand  dollars 
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iinpro?ided  for,  and  to  secare  which  the  church  itself 
would  be  good  property.  The  tastes  of  the  people  of 
Hartford  called  for  a  good  building  —  a  poor  building 
would  be  entirely  out  of  keeping  with  the  other  churches 
in  that  place.  He  did  not  think  any  extravagance  had 
been  manifested  in  the  plans  of  the,  people  of  the  Hartford 
church.  He  thought  them  entitled  to  all  credit,  and  to 
the  warm  support  and  encouragement  of  the  Unitarian 
public.  He  said  many  exaggerated  rumors  had  gone  forth 
in  relation  to  the  cracking  of  the  walls  of  the  church  now 
being  erected  for  his  people  in  New  York.  He  was  happy 
to  say  that  all  damages  had  been  repaired,  and  that  the 
church  would  be  completed  and  dedicated  in  October. 
He  hoped  the  Semi-Annual  Convention  would  be  held 
there,  as  he  wished  to  make  a  demonstration  in  New  York 
city,  where  many  people  do  not  even  know  of  the  ex- 
istence of  a  Unitarian  Church.  Portland  had  asked  for 
the  convention,  but  the  little  place  must  yield  to  the  big 
place.  It  had  been  proposed  to  deliver  a  series  of  seven 
Lectures  in  New  York  at  that  time,  but  this  had  not  been 
determined  upon,  but  would  be  a  subject  for  future  con- 
sideration. 

Rev.  Joseph  Harrington  spoke  next :  —  I  rise,  said 
be,  to  express  my  agreement  with  all  that  my  brother 
Bellows  said;  but  especially  to  confirm  what  he  has 
stated  concerning  Hartford.  I  have  felt  some  anxiety,  lest 
an  impression  should  get  abroad,  that  the  society  there - 
has  been  premature  and  extravagant  in  its  operations 
respecting  the  erection  of  its  new  church  ;  and  that  thus 
the  fountains  of  sympathy  and  help  should  be  sealed  up 
toward  it. 
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It  would  be  well,  that  the  general  oonimunity  shoald 
know  the  spirit  that  actuates  our  brethren  of  the  faith  in 
that  city.  I  am  conversant  with  their  circumstances,  and 
know  well  their  purposes;  and  among  all  the  places 
where  I  have  ministered,  I  have  found  nowhere  so  noble 
a  zeal,  sustained  by  so  vital  a  religious  faith.  I  have 
nowhere  received  so  strong  a  grasp  of  spiritual  fellowship, 
and  have  nowhere  witnessed  so  generous  pecuniary  sacri* 
fices. 

Eighteen  thousand  dollars,  to  some,  may  sound  large, 
as  the  cost  of  a  church  erected  by  a  new  and  feeble  so* 
ciety ;  but,  Sir,  a  sum  that  may  seem  extravagant  under 
some  circumstances,  may  seem  almost  niggardly  under 
others.  Great  things  in  one  place,  may  be  very  small 
things  in  another  place. 

Suppose,  Sir,  a  proposition  were  made,  to  erect  in  New 
York,  on  Broadway,  where  the  Church  of  the  Messiah 
now  stands,  a  religious  edifice,  which  should  cost  only 
eighteen  thousand  dollars?  why,  you  would  say,  such  ao 
appropriation  savored  of  folly.  A  church  of  respectable 
appearance,  to  seat  one  thousand  persons,  could  not  be 
built  in  Boston  for  that  money,  and  including  the  land, 
not  for  double  the  money.  We  must  remember  what 
Hartford  is,  —  its  antiquity,  nearly  as  old  as  Boston,  its 
wealth,  its  habits,  its  respeclabilily,  its  tastes,  —  and  we 
must  have  a  church  there  in  keeping  with  these  things. 
It  is  easy  to  deride  tastes,  predilections,  iiabits,  but  it  is 
not  wise  to  do  so.  There  is  no  portion  of  our  natures, 
of  our  characters,  that  is  to  be  so  carefully  heeded,  under 
many  circumstances,  as  these.  Tastes  are  inflexible,  are 
capricious,  are  unreasonable ;  and  when  one  would,  in 
the  Apostolical  sense,  be  all  things  to  all  men  to  gain 
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great  points,  he  must  respect  these  tastes  a  little ;  at  all 
events  he  must  yield  to  them  somewhat. 

There  is  a  view,  in  which  the  beautiful,  the  congruous, 
the  tasteful,  is  to  be  regarded  as  eminently  the  ti5f/uZ ; 
and  if  by  furnishing  beauty  we  secure  utility,  we  have 
but  one  course  to  pursue. 

I  might  illustrate  this  point  by  remarking  that  a  'man 
might  preach  high  and  holy  truth  in  ill-fitting,  tattered 
garments.  The  truth  he  preached  would  be  none  the 
less  truth  because  proclaimed  by  one  with  his  coat  out  at 
the  elbows ;  yet  between  the  truth  so  preached  and  the 
hearts  that  were  to  receive  it,  something  would  be  likely 
to  intervene  to  deaden  its  speed  and  enfeeble  its  impres- 
sion. But  this  is  human  nature ;  and  the  best  counsel 
that  could  be  given  to  carry  that  truth  home  to  those 
hearts,  would  be  to  say  to  the  preacher,  "  You  had  better 
go  to  the  tailor  and  get  a  whole  and  well-fitting  coat." 

In  my  estimation  the  Hartford  Society  have  taken  the 
right  view  of  things  ;  and  I  trust  that  this  community  will 
give  them  their  free  sympathy,  and  that  this  Association 
will  not  neglect  to  consider  their  case  as  one  of  great  mo- 
ment. 

Mr.  Harrington  before  sitting  down  alluded  to  one 
other  point,  which  he  considered  of  paramount  im- 
portance, namely,  that  of  concentrating  appropriations, 
instead  of  dispersing  them.  Seize  the  great,  central  spots, 
said  he ;  give  largely  to  them  ;  make  them  self-subsistent ; 
do  not  let  your  bounty  ooze  out  in  a  drop  here  and  a  drop 
there,  which  must  speedily  evaporate,  imparting  but  lim- 
ited and  temporary  refreshment,  but  let  the  minute  con- 
tributions converge  into  a  stream  that  shall  not  dry  up  or 
intermit;  giving  permanent  strength  and  gladness ;  nour- 
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ishing  the  societies  foanded  ia  these  growing  and  promis- 
ing places,  into  healthy  and  vigorous  life,  and  enabling 
them  to  send  the  stream  onward  through  other  deserts. 

Rev.  Mr.  Whitman  of  Portland,  Me.,  followed  in  a 
similar  train  of  remark,  having  himself  for  three  Sabbaths 
supplied  the  pulpit  in  Hartford.  In  behalf  of  Portland, 
he  said,  he  was  willing  to  withdraw  their  claim  to  having 
the  next  Semi-Annual  Convention  held  there,  in  favor  of 
the  superior  claims  of  New  York,  if  the  brethren  there 
felt  that  it  was  important  to  them  to  have  it. 

Rev.  Mr.  Bulfinch  expressed  an  opinion  somewhat 
different  from  those  who  had  preceded  him,  respecting  the 
expediency  of  the  measures  taken  in  Flartford,  while  he 
bore  willing  testimony  to  the  excellence  of  character  and 
the  fervency  of  spirit  in  those  who  were  engaged  in  the 
establishment  of  a  Unitarian  Society  in  that  city.  The 
spirit  existing  there  was  such,  that  he  felt  that  it  was  de* 
serving  of  sympathy  and  encouragement.  They  were 
determined  to  do  the  utmost  for  themselves ;  and  he 
trusted  that  their  friends  here  would  do  much  for  them 
also. 

Mr.  A.  B.  Fuller,  recently  from  Belvidere,  III.,  then 
spoke,  as  follows :  —  It  is  no  very  easy  task  to  give  utter- 
ance to  the  joyous  thoughts  which  crowd  upon  my  mind, 
as  I  look  about  me  upon  this  vast  concourse  of  Unitarian 
Christians.  To  one,  who  for  nearly  two  years  past  has 
been  surrounded  by  those  who  were  ready  to  brand  as 
infidels  all  who  advocate  our  distinguishing  doctrines,  it 
may  well  seem  cheering  to  meet  once  more  with  those 
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who  love  and  cherish  the  views  we  advocate,  and  who 
have  assembled  to  listen  to  the  cheering  report  of  our 
Secretary,  as  well  as  to  hear  the  accounts  which  breth- 
ren bring  us  of  the  difficulties,  the  trials,  or  the  success 
of  the  good  cause  in  various  portions  of  the  Union. 

The  bond  which  connects  us  as  followers  of  Jesus,  is 
no  common  one  —  it  has  been  riveted  by  the  force  of 
truth,  endeared  by  hallowed  association  with  the  memory 
of  Channing  and  Ware,  and  made  sacred  by  the  bitter 
persecution  endured  by  those  who  dared  to  unite  them- 
selves with  the  "  sect  everywhere  spoken  against."  I 
have  left  my  residence  in  northern  Illinois,  to  come  to 
your  gathering,  to  enjoy  the  spirit-kindling  words  which  I 
felt  assured  would  this  day  be  uttered,  —  need  I  add,  that 
I  have  not  been  disappointed,  that  my  heart  is  cheered, 
15  benefitted  by  the  good  tidings  which  come  to  us  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  cause  of  truth  and  humanity,  for  such  I 
regard  the  Unitarian  cause.  I  have  visited,  as  a  mis- 
sionary, many  places  in  Iowa,  Wisconsin,  Illinois,  and 
other  Western  States,  and  it  is  my  firm  conviction,  that 
Unitarianism  is  progressing  in  despite  of  all  the  obstacles 
placed  in  its  way  by  unrelenting  bigotry,  vehement,  parti- 
san hatred. 

The  lamentable  manifestations  of  the  sectarian  spirit 
to  which  I  allude,  are,  thank  heaven,  becoming  less 
numerous.  Yet,  though  we  may  trust  a  brighter  day  is 
dawning  upon  our  beloved  land,  I  by  no  means  can 
conscientiously  acquiesce  in  a  very  prevalent,  but  erro- 
neous opinion,  that  instances  of  party  intolerance  are 

rare. 

The  report  of  this  evening  is  indeed  grateful  to  those 
who  have  retired  from  the  heat  and  burthen  of  the  con- 
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flict  for  a  few  days,  in  order  to  know  what  resalt  seems 
promised  by  the  e?eats  of  the  past  year,  to  the  warfare 
waged  by  troth  upon  the  strongholds  of  prejudice,  igno- 
rance, and  error;  and  the  resolutions  oflfered  embody  the 
deep-fe]t  conviction  of  our  duty  in  respect  to  the  diffusion 
of  spiritual  light,  by  the  spread  of  tracts,  the  establish- 
ment  of  a  Theological  School,  and  the  devoted  efforts  of  a 
struggling  band  of  missionaries. 

In  the  circulation  of  tracts,  we  desire,  that  no  mere 
worthless  publications  should  flood  the  community,  but 
that  the  fruit  of  patient  research,  the  expression  of  de- 
vout, earnest  faith  should  be  given ;  and  this  purpose  I 
believe  to  be  answered  by  most  of  the  tracts  and  books  of 
the  denomination.  We  are  often  told,  that  the  Unitarian 
faith  is  too  cold,  too  metaphysical  to  take  deep  root  in  the 
hearts  of  the  common  people.  Sir,  I  reject  this  charge, 
as  libellous  upon  our  system  :  Unitarianism  is  no  mere 
theory,  no  barren  speculation,  but  a  living  principle,  clear 
and  simple  as  it  is  noble  and  elevating.  The  common 
people  heard  our  Saviour  gladly,  and  so  hear  they  now  the 
words  of  those  who  advocate  the  truths  he  revealed,  if 
properly  presented. 

But  this  suffices  for  assertion :  now  for  facts,  by  way 
of  justification  and  establishment  of  my  position.  I  shall 
testify  that  which  I  have  seen,  and  speak  that  which  I  do 
know. 

In  northern  Illinois,  I  speak  within  bounds  in  saying, 
that  at  least  eight  thousand  books  and  tracts  have  been 
circulated  during  the  past  two  years.  And  who  have 
received  them  T  I  answer,  precisely  those  who  need 
them,  —  the  so-called  Orthodox,  the  nnlearned,  and  those 
who  for  want  of  knowledge  in  respect  to  a  rational  faith, 
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ha?e  been  groping  in  darkness  and  despair.  Of  other 
portions  of  the  Union,  probably  the  same  could  be  said. 
And  these  tracts  have  done  their  mission,  as  further  facts 
shall  testify. 

One  of  our  most  valued  missionaries,  who  was  for- 
merly a  Baptist,  was  first  induced  to  examine  the  grounds 
and  evidences  of  his  faith,  by  reading  a  publication 
which  lay  upon  the  counter  of  a  store  in  Chicago.  It 
was  blown  open  by  the  breeze,  and  he  read  where  chance 
had  opened  it ;  and  as  he  felt  the  truth  of  the  sentimentf 
he  read,  he  mentally  exclaimed,  *'  these  are  my  views 
faithfully  advocated  ;  by  what  good  Baptist  brother  I  must 
now  see."  He  glanced  at  the  title  page,  and  saw  to  his 
surprise  that  it  was  a  Unitarian  publication.  He  deter- 
mined to  investigate  further,  and  the  result  you  will  easily 
conjecture. 

A  few  years  ago,  a  copy  of  Ghanning's  works  was 
forwarded  to  brother  Walworth,  of  Belvidere,  by  one  who 
will  long  be  held  dear  by  Western  Unitarians  for  his  fear* 
less,  conscientious  efforts  to  diffuse  truth,  —  I  allude  to 
Rev.  Mr.  Clarke,  of  this  city.  To  him  and  the  kind 
lady  who  furnished  the  money  to  be  employed  so  advan- 
tageously, I  bear  the  thanks  of  another  person  who 
preaches  in  the  West,  and  who  declares,  that  his  spirit 
has  been  delivered  from  thraldom  by  the  reading  of  that 
work.  The  copy  is  kept  in  circulation  by  our  indefati- 
gable brother,  and  who  can  estimate  the  good  it  is  accom- 
^iahing? 

A  few  days  before  leaving  the  West,  I  entered  the 
store  of  a  calm,  conscientious,  and  reflecting  man,  who 
was  too  much  engrossed  to  heed  my  approach.  When  at 
last  he  did  interrupt  my  reflections  upon  the  engroasiog 
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nature  of  wordly  business,  he  said,  "  Excuse  roe,  but  I 
am  copying  from  Cliauning's  works,  which  I  have  bor- 
rowed, and  notice  but  little  what  is  passing  about 
ine.  It  is  but  a  few  months  since  my  own  heart  has 
been  cheered  by  the  light  which  has  now  dawned  upon 
my  soul,  and  I  wish  to  impart  that  same  joy  to  my  family, 
whom  I  shall  now  soon  see,  that  those  whom  I  love  may 
be  one  with  me  in  spirit  and  in  the  truth.  The  happi- 
ness which  I  now  feel  atones  for  the  gloom  which  for 
years  has  overshadowed  my  soul."  Mr.  Bellows,  who 
preceAed  me  this  evening,  has  obviated  the  necessity  of 
my  speaking  long  upon  a  subject  which  lies  near  my 
heart, — that  of  union  of  effort  with  the  Christian  denom- 
ination in  the  dissemination  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus. 
I  thank  him  for  his  good  counsel.  During  two  years 
past,  I  have  cooperated  with  their  ministers,  and  have 
found  them  true  and  faithful  heralds  of  liberal  principles. 
The  elements  of  success  seem  to  lie  with  the  two  denom- 
inations. A  thorough  acquaintance  would  soon  bring  us 
in  strict  union  of  faith,  by  securing  the  merits  of  both 
systems  of  doctrine  and  church  action.  I  have  been 
warmly  received  by  their  clergy  and  laity,  am  a  member 
of  their  Conference,  and  bear  testimony  to  their  simple, 
fervent  spirit. 

I  joined  their  Conference,  not  as  having  changed  a 
shade  of  opinion,  but  as  a  Unitarian  miqister,  free  and 
determined  to  advocate  my  sentiments  in  every  suitable 
manner.  I  was  received  upon  the  broad  and  common 
basis  of  Christian  liberty,  the  Bible  as  the  only  creed, 
character  the  sole  test  of  fellowship.  That  some  differ- 
ences of  opinion  between  us  and  them  exist,  I  by  no 
means  deny ;  but  I  do  emphatically  deny,  that  these  are 
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essential  differences.  It  is  true  also,  that  some  bigoted 
men  are  among  them,  yet  such  are  found  in  every  sect  in 
Christendom.  Let  us  do  our  duty,  however,  by  cultiva- 
ting kindly  feelings,  and  promoting  harmonious  effort, 
and  then  if  a  failure  attend  the  exertion  for  ministerial 
intercourse  and  acquaintance,  ours  is  not  the  responsi- 
bility. 

One  other  subject  demands  remark  from  me,  and  then 
I  have  done.     I  have  been  repeatedly  asked  this  day,  as 
to  the  condition,  of  Belvidere  Academy,  of  which  I  have 
had  charge.     I  rejoice  at  the  sympathy  thus  manifested 
by  clergy  and  laity  in   this  Institution,  for  I  feel  that  it 
has  already  achieved  much ;  it  will,  I  trust,  more.    I  only 
regret,  that  the  sympathy  felt  has  not  been  earlier  shown 
in  a  tangible  form  ;  yet  as  it  was  regarded  as  an  experi- 
ment, it  was  perhaps  well  that  the  plan  of  the  Institution, 
should  be  fairly  tested.     I  leave  it  at  a  time  of  unprece- 
dented prosperity,  and  do  so,  not  on  account  of  a  failure 
of  interest  on    my   part,  or  that  of  the  people,  but  on 
account  of  ill  health,  occasioned  by  too  much  labor,  and 
from  a  desire  to  seek  the  advantages  of  study  which  your 
vicinity  affords,  and  then,  in  all  probability,  shall  re-enter 
the  Western  vineyard. 

Belvidere  demands  now  your  attention,  and  should  be 
supplied  with  a  clergyman  and  devoted  teacher.  The 
difficulties  and  expenses,  which  attend  upon  every  new 
enterprise  at  the  outset,  are  now  met.  The  Academy 
commenced  with  only  eighteen  students,  but  has  been 
steadily  increasing  in  efficiency  and  usefulness,  —  thanks 
to  the  never-f^iiling  opposition  and  bitter  persecution  of 
my  Baptist  and  Presbyterian  brethren.  1  closed  last 
winter  quarter  with  one  hundred  and  twenty -eight  stu- 
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dents.  The  Institution  is  left  in  safe  hands,  has  been 
rented  to  a  teacher  for  one  year,  and  bids  fair  to  do  well. 
Let  us,  in  view  of  these  and  other  encouraging  circum- 
stances, thank  God,  and  take  courage ;  courage  to  act  as 
well  .as  to  speak ;  courage  to  defend  what  we  believe 
to  be  the  truth ;  and  to  nerve  our  hearts  to  live  out  the 
principles  we  advocate. 

Rev.  Mr.  Jones  made  a  few  remarks ;  ader  which  the 
Report  and  Resolutions  were  unanimously  accepted,  and 
the  meeting  was  closed  by  singing  the  '*  Dismission 
Hymn." 
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CONSTITUTION 

OF    THX 

AMERICAN   UNITARIAN   ASSOCIATION. 

1.  The  name  of  this  Association  shall  be  The  Amkricau 
UfiiTARiAif  Association. 

2.  The  object  of  this  Association  shall  be  to  diffuse  the  know- 
ledge and  promote  the  interests  of  pure  Christianity  throughout 
oar  country. 

3.  Unitarian  Christians  throughout  the  United  States  shall  be 
invited  to  unite  and  co-operate  with  this  Association. 

4.  An  annual  subscription  of  one  dollar  shall  constitute  a  per- 
son a  member  so  long  as  such  subscription  shall  be  paid ;  and  a 
subscription  of  thirty  dollars  shall  constitute  a  person  a  member 
for  life. 

5.  The  officers  shall  be  a  President,  fifteen  Vice  Presidents,  a 
General  Secretary,  who  shall  have  the  care  of  all  the  business 
and  interests  of  the  Association  under  the  control  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  an  Assistant  Secretary,  who,  in  case  of  the 
absence  or  sickness  of  the  General  Secretary,  shall  perform  such 
duties  of  a  Recording  and  Corresponding  Secretary  as  may  re- 
quire immediate  attention ;  a  Treasurer  and  six  Directors,  two  of 
whom  at  least  shall  be  laymen ;  and  two  of  the  Directors  shall 
retire  annually. 

6.  The  Directors,  Secretaries  and  Treasurer,  shall  constitute 
the  Executive  Committee,  who  shall  meet  once  in  each  month, 
and  shall  have  the  direction  of  the  funds  and  operations  of  the 
Association. 

7.  An  annual  meeting  shall  be  held,  at  such  time  and  place  as 
the  Executive  Committee  shall  deem  advisable,  of  which  due 
notice  shall  be  given,  and  at  which  officers  shall  be  ch6sen,  re- 
ports be  made,  and  any  other  business  be  transacted  which 'may 
como  before  the  Association. 

8.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  power  to  fill  nny  va- 
cancies which  may  occur  among  the  officers  between  any  two 
annual  meetings. 
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9.  Any  ameodmeDt  of  this  Constitution  shall  be  proposed  at 
one  annual  meeting,  and  may  be  accepted  at  the  next  anniver- 
sary,  if  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  be  in  favor  of  such 
amendments. 

10.  There  shall  also  be  a  Council  of  the  Association,  consist- 
ing of  not  less  than  twenty-five,  nor  more  than mem- 
bers, to  be  nominated  by  the  presiding  officer,  and  chosen  by  a 
hand  vote  at  the  annual  meeting,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  wben- 
erer  it  is  necessary,  in  conjunction  with  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  determine  what  further  measures  may  be 
taken  to  increase  the  usefulness  of  the  Association,  by  what 
means  they  may  be  carried  into  execution,  and  in  what  manner 
funds  can  be  provided  for  the  purpose.  The  Council  shall  hold 
a  stated  annual  meeting  on  the  Thursday  succeeding  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Association,  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.  The  Executive 
Committee  shall  call  special  meetings  whenever  they  shall  deem 
it  necessary,  or  at  the  request  of  any  five  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil ;  and  twelve  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum.  The  powers 
of  the  Executive  Committee  with  regard  to  all  matters  not  acted 
upon  by  the  Council  are  to  remain  the  same  as  heretofore. 


Vote  passed  by  the  Executive  Committee,  September  23, 1896, 
as  amended  iMarch  30, 1830. 

Resolved,  That  every  member  of  the  Association  be  entitlml  to 
one  copy  of  every  Tract  of  the  first  and  second  series  published 
by  the  Association  during  the  year  for  tohich  his  subscription  is 
entered. 

Vote  of  the  Executive  Committee,  passed  January  4,  1826. 

Voted,  That  no  Society  be  recognised  as  auxiliary  to  this  Asso- 
ciation, the  terms  of  subscription  to  which  are  less  than  thoM 
required  in  the  Constitution  of  this  Association. 

Vote  passed  by  the  Executive  Committee,  June  20, 1833. 

Voted,  That  the  4th  article  of  the  Constitution  be  so  construed, 
that  any  one  who  shall  pay  thirty  dollars  for  the  General  Agency 
of  the  American  Unitarian  Association,  either  at  once  or  by  an- 
nual instalments  within  five  years,  shall  be  considered  a  Ufa 
member. 
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CLERGYMEN  MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE. 

The  lolIowiDg  Clergymen  have  been  made  members  for  life  ol 
the  AssociatioD,  by  the  donation  of  thirty  dollars  or  more,  princi- 
pally from  ladies  of  their  respective  eocieties. 


Abbott,  Abiel 
Alden,  Seth 
Alger,  Horatio 
Allen,  Joseph 
•Andrews,  William 
Arnold,  A.  C.  L. 
Allen,  Joseph  H. 
•Bancroft,  Aaron,  D.  D. 
Barrett,  Samuel 
BaHlett,  John 
Barry,  William 
*Bascom,  Ezekiel,  L. 
Bates,  Reuben 
Bellows,  Henry  W. 
Bigelow,  Andrew,  D.  D. 
Brazer,  John,  D.  D. 
Briggs,  Charles 
Brigham,  Charles  H. 
Brooks,  Charles 
Brooks,  Charles  T. 
Brown,  Addison 
Buckingham,  Edgar 
Bumap,  Geo.  W. 
Burton,  Warren 
^Cbanning,  Wm.  E.,  D.  D. 
Clark,  Amos, 
Clarke,  Samuel 
Cole,  Jonathan, 
Colman,  Henry 
Coolidge,  J.  L  T. 
Crafts,  E.  P. 
Crosby,  J. 


Cunningham,  Francis 
Cutler,  Curtis 
Chandler,  Seth 
•Damon,  David 
Dewey,  Orville,  D.  D. 
Doggett,  Theophilus  P. 
Edes,  Henry,  D.  D. 
Edes,  Henry  F. 
*Edes,  Edward  H. 
Emmons,  Henry 
Everett,  O.  C. 
Ellis,  George  E. 
Farley,  Frederick  A. 
Field,  Joseph,  D.  D. 
•Flint,  Jacob 
Flint,  James,  D.  D. 
Fosdick,  David 
Fox,  Thomas  B. 
Frothingham,  William 
Frost,  Barzillai 
Fumess,  William  H. 
Gage,  Nathaniel 
Gannett,  Ezra  S.,  D.  D. 
Gannett,  Thomas  B. 
Gray,  Frederick  T. 
•Greenwood,  F.  W.  P.,  D.  D. 
Hall,  Edward,  B. 
Hall,  Nathaniel 
Hamilton,  Luther 
Harrington,  Joseph,  Jr. 
Hedge,  F.  H. 
Hill,  Alonzo 

•  Dead. 
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Holland,  F.  W. 
Hosmer,  George  W. 
Howe,  Moses 
Huntington,  Frederick  D. 
lugersoll,  George  G. 
Johnson,  Rufus  A. 
Kendall,  James,  D.  D. 
Lamson,  Alvan,  D.  D. 
Lincoln,  Calvin 
•Little,  Robert 
Livermore,  A.  A. 
Loring,  Bailey 
Lothrop,  Samuel  K. 
Lambert,  Henry 
Lunt,  William  P. 
May,  Samuel,  Jr. 
Merrick,  J.  M. 
Miles,  Henry  A. 
Morse,  William 
Moore,  Josiah 
Motte,  Mellish  L 
Muzzey,  Artemas  B. 
Newell,  William 
Nichols,  Ichabod,  D.  D. 
Noyes,  George  R.,  D.  D. 
Osgood,  Peter 
Osgood,  Samuel 
Osgood,  Joseph 
Palfrey,  John  Q.,  D.  D. 
•Parker,  Nathan,  D.  D. 
Parker,  Theodore 
Parkman,  Francis,  D.  D. 
Parkman,  John 
Peabody,  O.  W.  B. 
Peabody,  Wm.  B.  0.,  D.  D. 
Pierpont,  John 
•Phipps,  H.G.O. 
Putnam,  George 


Pike,  Richard 
•Ripley,  Ezra,  D.  D. 
Ripley,  George 
Ripley,  Samuel 
Richardson,  Joseph 
Robbins,  Samuel  D. 
Robbins,  Chandler 
Robinson,  Charles 
Rogers,  T.  F. 
Sanger,  Ralph 
Sears,  £.  H. 
Sewall,  Charles  C. 
Sewall,  Edmund  Q. 
Shackford,  C.  C. 
SimTions,  George  F. 
Smith,  Amos 
Smith,  J.  C. 
Stebbins,  Rufus  P. 
Stetson,  Caleb 
*Storcr,  John  P.  B. 
Sullivan,  Thomas  R. 
•Swett,  Wm.  G. 
Sargent,  J.  T. 
Stearns,  Oliver 
Thayer,  Christopher  T. 
•Thayer,  Nathaniel,  D.  O. 
Thompson,  James  W. 
Thompson,  James,  D.  D. 
Waite,  Josiah  K. 
Walker,  James.  O.  D. 
•Ware,  Henry,  Jr.,  D.  D. 
Ware,  %Vil]iam 
Wellington,  Charles 
•Wells,  George  W. 
Wheeler,  A.  D. 
•Whitman,  Bernard 
W'hitman,  Jason 
Whitman,  Nathaniel 
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Whitney,  F.  A. 
Williams,  George  A. 
Willis,  Martin  W. 


Weiss,  John 
Young,  Alexander 


OTHER  MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE. 


Abbot,  Samuel 
Abbot,  Ezra 
Abbot,  Harris 
Abbott,  Miss  Abigail 
Adams,  Benjamin  T. 
Adams,  James,  Jr. 
Adams,  Philip 
Alger,  Cyrus 
Alger,  Francis 
Ames,  Seth 
Ames,  David  W. 
Ames,  Mrs.  David 
Andrews,  Ebenezer  T. 
Anthony,  Edward,  Esq. 
Aspinwall,  Samuel 
Atherton,  Charles  H. 
Appleton,  Nathan 
Appleton,  Charles  T. 
Appleton,  Francis 
Appleton,  J.  R.,  Esq. 
Ball,  S.  S. 

Bancroft,  Mrs.  B.  D. 
Bangs,  Jonah 
Barrett,  Nathaniel  A. 
Barker,  Joseph  A. 
Baker,  Henry  F. 
Bigelow,  Alonson 
Bigelow,  John 
*Bird,  John  H. 
Bixby,  Miss  Keziah 


Blanchard,  Hezekiah 
Blake,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Bliss,  Theodore 
*Bond,  George 
Bond,  George  W. 
*Bowditch,  Nathaniel 
Bowles,  Samuel 
*BradIee,  Joseph  P. 
Brackett,  Samuel  £. 
Brooks,  Peter  C. 
Brewster,  Oliver 
Brewster,  William 
Cartwright,  Charles  W. 
Carew,  Joseph 
Chapin,  Harvey 
Chapman,  Mrs.  Jonathan 
Chapman,  Mrs.  Margaret 
*Child8,  Richards 
Clapp,  Joshua 
Clapp,  Mrs.  Mary 
Clapp,  Miss  Catharine 
Clarke,   Mrs.  Sarah 
Cotton,  George 
*Cotton,  John 
Cotton,  Joseph,  Jr. 
Cobb,  Elijah 
Coffin,  George  W. 
Cooke,  Mrs.  Mary  F. 
Coolidge,  Joseph 
Crocker,  James  H. 
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Crocker,  George  A. 
Gushing,  T.  F. 
Cushman,  Henry  W. 
Dale,  Samuel  H. 
Dana,  Dexter 
Danforth,  Isaac 
Dascomb,  ThomaB  R. 
Davis,  Charles  S. 
Davis,  James 
Davis,  James,  Jr. 
Davis,  Joseph 
Denny,  Daniel 
Diz,  Miss  D. 
Dorr,  Samuel 
Dorr,  John 
Draper,  James 
Dwight,  William 
Dwight,  George 
Dwight,  Mrs.  Mory 
Dwight,  Jonathan 
Eager,  William 
Edwards,  Elisha 
Ellis,  David 
Ellis,  Jonathan,  Jr. 
Emerson,  George  B. 
Emmons,  John  L. 
Everett,  Otis 
Everett,  Moses,  Esq. 
Fairbanks,  Stephen 
Fairbanks,  Henry  P. 
Farley,  Mrs.  Frederick  A. 
Fearing,  Albert 
Filch,  Jeremiah 
Fisher,  Joshua 
Foster,  Charles  W. 
Foster,  Charles  A. 
Foot,  Homer 
Fowle,  C.  S. 


Fowler,  James,  Eaq. 
Francis,  Eben 
Frost,  George 
Gassett,  Henry 
Gould,  Benjamin  A. 
Gould,  Lewis 
Gould,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Gray,  Harrison 
Green,  Ezra 
Hammond,  Daniel 
Hammond,  Samuel 
Hall,  Jacob 

*Hall,  Mrs.  Edward  B. 
Hall,  Sarah  B. 
Hawes,  Prince 
Hedge,  Barnabas 
Hewcs,  Abraham,  Jr. 
Hewelt,  H.  N. 
Heath,  Charles 
Hendee,  Charles  J. 
Hickling,  Charles 
Hoar,  Samuel 
Hodges,  George 
Holbrook,  Ann  B. 
Holland,  Mrs.  F.  W. 
Howard,  John 
Howard,  Charles 
Howard,  Abraham 
Howe,  John 
Howe,  Zadock 
Hunt,  Nathaniel  P. 
Inches,  Henderson 
Inches,  Miss 
Jackson,  Francis 
Jernegan,  Mrs.  Mary 
Johnson,  James 
*Johnson,  Milton 
Jonesi  Mrs.  J.  C. 
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Jones,  Miss  Charlotte 
*Kiiig,  Gedney 

King,  Daniel  P. 

King,  Samuel  B. 

Knight,  Wm.  H.,  Esq. 

*Kubn,  George  H. 

Lawrence,  Amos 

'Lawrence,  Luther 

Lawrence,  William 

Lamson,  Benjamin 

Lamson,  John 

Lane,  George 

Lewis,  S.  S. 

Lewis,  Mrs.  S.  S. 

Lincoln,  Oliver 

Lincoln,  M.  S. 

Livermore,  Isaac 

Livermore,  George 

Lord,  George 

Lord,  Ivory 

Lord,  Mrs.  Sarah  C. 
Low,  Francis 
Low,  John  J. 
Low,  Mrs.  Rachel 
Low,  A.  A.,  £sq. 
Lombardt  Ammi  C. 
Loring,  William  J. 
Loring,  J. 
Ma  J,  Joseph 
May,  Samuel 
Marsh,  Ephraim 
Man  ley,  John  R. 
Man  ley,  Miss  Mary 
Manley,  Mrs.  Abigail 
Mellen,  Michael 
*MetcBir,  E.  W. 
Miles,  Mrs.  Henry  A. 
Morgan,  Charles  W. 


Morton,  Ichabod 
*Mun8on,  Israel 
Manning,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Newell,  J.  R. 
Newman,  Henry,  Esq. 
Newman,  Miss  Mary 
Newman,  Miss  Margaret 
Nichols,  Charles  C. 
Nichols,  Miss  C.  K. 
Olmsted,  Charles  H. 
Orne,  William  W. 
Osborn,  Kendall 
Osgood,  Isaac 
Otis,  Harrison  G. 
Owen,  John 
Parker,  Daniel  P. 
Parsons,  Thomas 
Parsons,  William 
Parkman,  George 
*Parkman,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Peabody,  Joseph 
Peabody,  Mrs.  W.  B.  O. 

•Peele,  Willard 

Perkins,  Thomas  H. 

Pettes,  Henry 

*Pickman,  T.  Benjamin 

Pickraan,  Dudley  L. 

Pierce,  S.     . 

Pierce,  John  B. 

Pray,  Lewis  G. 

Preble,  William  P. 

Prescott,  William 

Prentiss,  John 

Phillips,  Stephen  C. 

Phillips,  Hon.  Jonathan 

Phillips,  Mrs.  John 

Putnam,  Mrs.  George 

Rantoul,  Robert 
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Rtcei  Henry 
Richardson,  James  B. 
Rhoades,  Stephen 
Roberts,  Amos  M. 
Rogers,  John 
Rogers,  John  Gray 
Russell,  John  B. 
Russell,  Nathaniel 
Salisbury,  Samuel 
Saunders,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Savage,  James 
Sawyer,  Samuel,  2d. 
Seaver,  (^eorge 
*Seaver,  Charles 
Seaver,  Benjamin 
Sewall,  Daniel 
Sewall,  Mrs.  Amy  P. 
Shaw,  Robert  G. 
Shaw,  Lemuel 
Shaw,  Francis  G. 
Shaw,  W.  C.  Esq. 
Shove,  Jonathan 
Smith,  Melancthon 
Smith,  Mrs.  D. 
Smith,  Joseph  M. 
Southwick,  Phillip  R. 
Sprague,  Noah  P. 
*Stanton,  Francis 
Stearns,  Henry 
Stephens,  Nathan 
Stone,  Lowell  M. 
Story,  Joseph 
Swett,  Samuel 
Sweetser,  Samuel 
*Sullivan,  William 
St.  John,  Samuel 


Stebbins,  Festus 
Townsend,  Henry  B. 
l^hayer,  Mrs.  Christopher  T. 
Thomson,  John 
*Tucker,  Richard  D. 
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TWENTY-FIRST  ANNIVERSARY. 


Tttt  Twenty-first  Anniversary  of  the  American  Uni- 
tarian Association  was  celebrated  on  Taesdaj  erening, 
Maj  26tb,  1846. 

The  meeting  for  basiness  was  held  in  the  chapel  of  the 
Church  of  the  Saviour,  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M.  Rev.  Charles 
Brooks  was  chosen  Chairman,  and  opened  the  meeting 
with  prajer.  The  record  of  the  last  jear^s  meetings  was 
read  by  the  General  Secretary. 

Rev.  Samuel  May  ofiered  the  following  resolution  :  -^ 

Re9ohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  respond, 
in  behalf  of  the  American  Unitarian  Association,  to  the 
Address  of  our  brethren  of  the  Irish  Unitarian  Christian 
Society,  received  during  the  past  winter  ;  assuring  them 
of  our  Christian  regard,  and  expressing  the  views  of  this 
Association  touching  the  matters  to  which  said  address 
relates  ;  •—  and  Rev.  S.  May,  Rev.  James  F.  Clarke,  and 
Rev.  James  W.  Thompson  were  chosen  the  committee  for 
that  object. 

A  motion  of  Hon.  Stephen  Fairbanks,  that  a  nomina* 
lion  list  be  opened  for  the  purpose  of  designating  the 
names  o{  such  persons  as  should  be  offered  for  election 
at  the  adjourned  meeting  in  the  evening,  was  adopted. 

Rev.  Dr.  Dewey  was  nominated  as  candidate  for  Ptes- 
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ident.  Dr.  J.  B.  Whittridge,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  was 
nominated  in  the  place  of  Henry  Payaon,  Esq.,  deceaaedj 
aa  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  ;  and  the  other  Vice-Presi- 
dents of  the  last  year  were  nominated  for  reelection. 

Four  of  the  Directors,  Rev.  A.  B.  Mazzey,  Henry  B. 
Rogers,  Esq.,  Rev.  Nathaniel  Hall,  and  Rev.  George  E. 
Ellis,  declined  being  considered  as  candidates  for  re* 
election. 

A  nomination  list  was  then  oflered  ;  and  Rev.  James 
F.  Clarke,  Rev.  E.  Peabody,  Rev.  F.  D.  Huntington, 
Rev.  F.  T.  Gray,  Isaiah  Bangs,  Esq.,  and  C.  E.  Dilla- 
way,  Esq.,  were  selected  as  candidates. 

The  salary  of  the  General  Secretary  was  fixed  at 
$1,500. 

Nominations  were  then  made  of  Rev.  Charles  Briggs, 
as  candidate  for  General  Secretary  ;  Rev.  S.  K.  Lothrop, 
as  Assistant  Secretary  ;  and  Henry  P.  Fairbanks,  Esq., 
as  Treasurer. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  George  E.  Ellis,  the  vote  passed  at 
the  commencement  of  the  meeting  relating  to  the  Address 
of  the  Irish  Unitarian  Christian  Society  was  reconsid- 
ered, on  the  ground  that  the  letter  was  not  addressed  to 
the  American  Unitarian  Association  ;  and  that,  however 
reluctant  the  Association  might  be  to  respond  to  it  as  an 
associated  body,  they  might,  and  undoubtedly  would^  as 
individuals,  give  it  the  sympathy  it  claimed. 

The  Association  then  adjourned. 

The  meeting  for  the  choice  of  officers  was^eld  in  the 
Berry  Street  vestry,  at  half  past  six  o'clock.  Rev. 
Charles  Brooks  in  the  chair. 

The  Treasurer's  Report  was  read  and  accepted. 
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Reeetfii  and  EbtpendUmr^B  ^Ae  Awieriemi  UmUarUm  JlM$fh 
eiaium,  firm  May  27A,  1346,  to  May  2eik,  1846. 

RECElPXa. 
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tt  u  «<  «  Athol,  100  00 

tt  tt  tt  tt  New  Salem,  100  00 

tt  tt  tt  a  Maocheater,*  N.  H.,  900  00 

tt  u  tt  tt  Topaham,  Me ,  130  00 

tt  tt  tt  tt  Standiah,     <*  75  00 

tt  tt  tt  tt  Angoata,     '<  50  00 

tt  tt  tt  tt  Saoo,          ''  50  00 

«  <»  <«  M  Calaia,*       "  109  59 

tt  tt  tt  <t  Hartfoid,  Ct,  1S5  00 

"  "  "  "  Windaor,  Vt,  100  00 

tt  -u  tt  tt  Pomfret,    «  50  00 

u  <c  II  u  Albany,  N.  T..  900  00 

II  II  II  «  Vernon,*  **  343  00 

w  II  «  «i  BTilwaukee,*  W.  T.,  100  00 

K  «  «  "  Toronto,*  Ca.,  700  00 

u  u  II  II  Montreal,*  ««  100  00 


4,092  59 
$8,631  86 


♦  Tht  paiVMaU  tad  appniiriatloiii  miikad  thw  (*>  bar*  bten  made,  whoU/ 
or  In  pus  ftom  liindi  wpieMHj  dMicaatad  bj  Um  dooon  to  be  appUod  to  thon 
pttipooM. 
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Araoant  brought  orer,  $8,631  85 

For  Building  a  Choreh  at  Windsor,*  Vt, 
"        »«  «'  Hartford,*  Ct., 

<«        «  "  Cannelton,*  la., 

«*        «  "  Roekford,*  111., 

i€        II  «  Elgin,*        «• 

1^19  32 


II    II 
II    II 


$900  00 

900  00 

►» 

310  00 

69  00 

40  39 

S57  75 

500 

15  00 

smoo 

'*    Theological  Edaeation. 

To  Mr.  J.  F.  Brown,* 

George  Oagood,* 
Jacob  Ferris,* 
•«  "  W.  K.  Alger,' 
•<  *<  J.RiehaHBon,Jr.,*  95  00 
"  *<  O.  8.  Fernald,*  100  00 
«  *<  E.  G.  Adams,*     80  00 

687  75 

To  the  Theological  School  at  Meadville,*  1,813  50 

«    «    Missionary  School  at  Albion,*  Mich.,  500  00 

«    «•  ««  ««       "  Detroit,*     "  95  00 

"    «  ««  «*       «  Sandwich,*  U.  C,      10  00 


For  Missionary  Services  in  the  Western  States. 
To  Rev.  W.  P.  Hnntington,*  100  00 
"     «     W.H.  Lord,  45  00 

«<     <«     A.  H.  Conant,*  300  00 

«     ««     Addison  Brown,  70  00 

«     «     Oliyer  Barr,  100  00 

«     ««     O.  W.  Woodward,       30  00 
"     «<     W.  G.  EUot,  100  00 


745  00 


For  Missionary  Services  in  New  York  and 
Mew  England. 

To  Rev.  Joseph  Allen,  40  00 

*•     «     W.  H.  Knapp,  90  00 

M     •<     Benjamin  Kent,  10  00 


3/)36  95 


f  70  00  745  00  13,167  49 
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AmbunU  brought  oyer,  $70  00    746  M    13,187  42 

To  Rer.  WUliam  A4bqi»  ^  00 

*<     M     H.  F.  HuriatflM,  1^  60 

<«     '*     Henry  EnmooH,  10  00 

«     *'     John  Pierpont,  41  00 

«     ^     J.  Harrington,  Jr^  i23  56 

<«     "     George  W.  Lippitt,  20  00 

"     *'     Hermon  Snow,  50  00 

•<     «     W.  P.  HantingloB,  30  00 


«     **     E.  M.Stone,  100  00 


«i 


It         (C 


<«     ffethniiel  WhitoMO,  50  00 

J«ha  Boothby,  JM^  00 

A.  B.  Fatktf,  10  00 

ThomM  Ponf ,  10  00 

*<     **     J.N. Bellows,  IS  SO 

«     a     A.  B.  Money,  16  25 

«     •*     C.  A.  Farley,  40  00 

«<     «     Samuel  Barrett,  16  00 

«     J.  I.  T.  Cooli499,  6  00 


i( 


680  60 


To  the  Evangelical  Miisionary  Society,*      213  41 

l,fl4T01 

f  14,836  33 
Balance  on  hand  to  new  account,  190  73 

$  16,035  06 
Er.  Ex. 

HENRY  P.  FAIBBANKS,  TVeamrer. 

Boston,  M^  26^  1846. 
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APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  following  lunui  are  due  from  the  AMOciation  for  Appropria- 
tiona  made  bj  the  Executive  Committeei  &c.,  Tiz. : 


For  Building  a  Church  at  Rockford,"  III.,  $  706  00 

"         "  ••  Hartford/  Ct.  60  00 

*'    Aid  of  Unitarian  Society  at  Cannelton/  In., 

•ubject  to  the  order  of  Rev.  Mr.  Heywood,    100  00 


756  00 


M 

Aid 

of  Unitarian  Soc.  at  Milwaukee,*  W.  T., 

100  OO 

C« 

« 

II           i« 

Tremont,*  111., 

100  00 

M 

II 

•C                    CI 

Toronto,*  Ca., 

50  00 

tt 

II 

II              II 

Vernon,*  N.  Y., 

35  00 

M 

II 

11                u 

Albany,  N.  T., 

100  00 

«l 

tf 

II             II 

Manchester,*  N.  H., 

100  00 

U 

II 

iC                  IC 

Rowe,*  MaM., 

S5  00 

•< 

fC 

<l             II 

Hartford,  Ct., 

1S5  00 

tt 

II 

U                    CI 

South  Boston, 

50  00 

775  00 

It 

II 

Theological  School  at  Meadville/ 

686  50 

M 

II 

MiBsionary  School  at  Albion,*  Mich., 

50  00 

il 

II 

Theological  Education,* 

11  00 

747  50 
100  00 

CI 

MiMionary  Serrioes  to  Rev.  John  Walworth, 

I 

$3,378  5a 


Boston,  May  30,  1846.  The  undersigned  haye  exam- 
ined the  foregoing  accounts,  and  find  the  same  to  be 
correctly  cast,  and  properly  vouched. 

Thomas  TARSSLr., 

Henry  Lorino,        ^  ^^Motb. 


The  following  officers  were  then  chosen  for  the  ensu- 
ing year. 
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OFFICERS 

or  THS 

AMERICAN  UNITARIAN  ASSOCIATION, 

1846-47. 


PRBSIDINT. 

Rev.  Orvillb  DbwbTi  D.  D.,  New  York. 

▼  I0B-PRB8IDBNTS. 

Hon.  JosBPH  Ltmajt,  Msm., 

"    Charles  H.  Athbrton,  N.  H. 

"      StBPHBN  LoZfOFBLLOWy  Mo. 

Hbnrt  Whbatoit/  Esq.,  N.  Y. 
Hon.  William  Cranch,  D.  C. 

"    Samubl  S.  Wildb,  Mbm. 

''     Samubl  Hoar,  << 

'*    Richard  Sollivav,  " 

"    Lbmvbl  H.  Aritold,  R.  I. 
H.  J.  Huidbkopbr,  Esq.,  Pedii. 
Hon.  DANiBt  A.  Whitb,  Mass. 

**    John  Fairpiblp^  Me. 

"    Jambs  M.  Watnb,  Ga. 
Jambs  H.  Wblls,  Esq.,  Ct 
J.  B.  Whittridqb,  M.  D.,  S.  C. 


il*Mn«raUIT  AirRUAL  bbpok*. 


11 


«< 


f< 


(f 


*   Direeiari, 


BXBOUTITB     COMMITTBB. 

Rev^  Jambs  F.  ClarkBi 

Bpqbaim  Pbabopt, 

F.  T.  Gray, 

F.  D.  Huntington, 
Isaiah  Bangs,  Esq., 
C.  E.  Dill  AW  AT,  Esq., 
Rot.  Charlbs  Briggs,  Oenerai  SeereUuy. 

"      Samubl  K.  Lothrot,  JI$$itiaiU  Secretary. 
Hbnrt  p.  Fairbanks,  Esq.,  Treasurer. 


■♦*»*»••»♦< 


Adjourned  to  9  o^clock,  Thursday  morning,  at  the 
chapel  of  the  Church  of  the  Saviour,  to  consider  the 
Bubject  of  the  Travelling  Agencj. 

The  public  exercises  of  the  occasion  were  attended,  at 
half  past  seven  o'clock,  in  the  Federal  Street  Church. 
Hon.  Samuel  Hoar  presided. 

After  prayers  bj  Rev.  Dr.  IngersoU,  the  Report  of  the 
Executive  Committee  was  read. 


\ 
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TWENTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  operations  of  the  AjMootation  the  past  year  hare 
been  much  the  same  as  in  previous  je^rs. 

Some  changes,  however,  have  been  oiade,  by  transfer- 
ring to  us,  from  the  Board  of  Missions,  the  care  and 
management  of  the  "Mbsionarj  Mo?ement|"  as  it  has 
been  called,  and  the  appointment  of  a  travelling  agent 
The  Board  of '  Directors,  too,  has  been  enlarged,  and 
more  of  lay  influence  introduced  into  it. 

Mr.  Channing,  the  travelling  agent,  •  has,  during  the 
year,  visited  our  societies  somewhat  extensivelj,  with  the 
view  of  awakening  a  missionary  spirit  and  a  deeper  in- 
terest in  religion,  and  of  increasing  our  means  of  useful- 
ness. He  has  made  it  an  important  object  to  infuse  new 
life  into  some  of  those  societies  which  were  thought  to  be 
deficient  in  efibrts  to  support  religious  institutions,  and 
induce  them  to  do  more  towards  sustaining  themselves. 

The  duties  of  the  Greneral  Secretary  have  been  the 
same  as  heretofore.  Besides  his  visits  in  the  New  Eng- 
land States  to  deliver  addresses  and  form  associations,  he 
has  visited  our  churches  in  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Canada.  The  number  of  auxiliary  associations  which 
he  aided  in  forming  is  eighteen.  Four  hundred  and  fifty 
members,  and  nine  life^nembers,  have  been  added  to  the 
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Association.  We  have  furniBhed  the  auxiliaries  with 
about  sixty  thousand  of  our  monthly  publications,  and 
have  circulated  a  large  number  gratuitously.  This  de^ 
partment  has,  in  a  great  measure,  been  attended  to  by  a 
special  committee,  and  the  tracts  have  been  selected 
with  great  care. 

Our  receipts,  including  the  amount  on  hand  at  the 
conunencement  of  the  year,  have  been  $  1 5,0.35*06,  and 
our  expenditures  $  14,835*33. 

The  committee  have  made  appropriations,  in  sums 
from  fifty  to  two  hundred  dollars,  to  thirty-three  societies; 
in  Massachusetts,  sixteen  ;  New  Hampshire,  one ;  Con- 
necticut, two  ;  Vermont,  two  ;  Maine,  five  ;  New  York, 
three  ;  Illinois,  one  ;  Indiana,  one  ;  Wisconsin  Territory, 
one ;  Canada,  one. 

We  have  applications  for  aid  from  about  twenty  other 
societies.  And  the  very  existence  of  some  of  them  de- 
pends on  the  timely  assistance  they  may  receive.  We 
regret  that  we  have  not  in  our  treasury  the  means  of  af- 
fording them  relief ;  and  we  would  make  a  strong  appeal 
to  our  churches  in  their  behalf 

The  number  of  missionaries  employed  by  us  is  twenty- 
three.  But  most  of  them  were  engaged  for  short  periods. 
They  labored  in  Canada,  New  York,  New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Maine,  Wisconsin  Territory, 
and  Illinois. 

Among  the  more  important  of  the  new  societies  aided 
by  us  are  those  in  South  and  East  Boston  ;  Hartford 
and  Norwich,  in  Connecticut ;  Albany  and  Troy,  in  New 
York  ;  Milwaukie,  Toronto,  and  Montreal. 

The  society  at  Troy,  New-York,  which  was  formed 

▼OL.  XIX.  —  NO.  227.  2 
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less  than  a  year  ago,  and  which  has  occupied  its  church 
but  about  six  months,  has  so  increased  under  the  yerj 
acceptable  ministrations  of  Rev.  Mr.  Pierpont,  that  a 
larger  church  is  needed  for  its  accommodation. 

The  prospects  of  the  society  in  Norwich,  Connecticut, 
are  encouraging. 

The  society  at  Hartford  has  built  a  church  and  settled 
a  minister,  and  is  increasing  in  numbers  and  influence. 

The  society  at  South  Boston  has  had  a  rapid  growth, 
and  has  now  a  permanent  ministry;  and  the  one  at  East 
Boston  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  promises  to  be  a  strong 
society. 

The  societies  at  Toronto  and  Montreal  have  been  pros* 
pered,  and  are  exerting  a  good  influence  throughout 
Canada. 

We  have  often  been  encouraged  in  aiding  new  and 
destitute  societies  from  the  fact,  that  they  have,  with  few 
exceptions,  in  a  short  time  become  contributors  to  our 
funds,  and  helped  us  to  assist  other  societies.  We  could 
name  at  least  forty  societies  which  have  done,  or  are  now 
doing,  this.  One  of  those  which  promises  to  make  large 
returns  is  the  society  at  St.  Louis.  It  has  been  so  pros- 
pered, that,  during  the  past  year,  it  has  raised  ^  12,150. 
Between  eight  and  nine  thousand  were  for  the  payment  of 
a  church  debt,  and  eight  hundred  and  twenty  were  for 
charitable  and  missionary  objects  in  the  city.  Rev.  Mr. 
Eliot,  in  a  letter  communicating  this  to  the  Secretary, 
remarks  :  —  ''  When  '  charity  begins  at  home  '  so  vigor- 
ously as  this,  it  will,  by  and  by,  be  able  to  go  abroad  and 
do  a  good  deal." 

We  have  had  interesting  reports  from  our  missionaries 
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in  the  Western  States.  Two  of  them  are  of  the  Chris* 
tian  denomination,  and  are  doing  much  to  diffuse  a  spirit 
of  piety,  and  disseminate  liberal  views  of  religion. 

One  of  these,  Elder  Barr,  speaking  of  the  value  of  our 
views,  the  preachers  that  are  wanted  there  to  dispense 
them,  and  the  progress  they  are  making,  says  :  —  "It  is 
to  be  feared  that  Christians  of  liberal  minds  have  too 
muoh  trusted  in  the  righteousness  and  truthfulness  of 
their  cause,  without  corresponding  effort  and  sacrifice  for 
its  advancement.  It  is  not  the  simplicity  and  reasonable- 
ness of  our  faith  that  presents  its  chief  excellence.  No. 
It  is  rather  its  adaptation  to  the  wants  of  the  human  soul, 
and  its  power  and  influence  in  forming  right  character. 
Here  lies  its  beauty  and  its  worth.  Delivering  the  soul 
from^sin,  from  ignorance,  from  bigotry,  and  from  narrow 
selfishness,  it  purifies,  enlightens,  elevates,  and  assimi- 
lates it  in  righteousness,  in  love,  and  intelligence  to  the 
image  of  its  Maker.  Here,  then,  is  an  object  worthy  of 
effort.  And  shall  it  not  be  continued  and  increased  ? 
And  shall  not  this  great,  this  beautiful  West,  feel,  ac« 
knowledge^  and  enjoy  the  renovating  and  invigorating 
influence  of  our  holy  faith  ? 

"For  the  accomplishment  of  this  great  and  worthy  ob- 
ject, we  need  here  a  permanent  ministry,  —  a  ministry 
of  peculiar  qualifications.  We  want  men  of  piety,  of 
intelligence,  and  of  indomitable,  persevering  energy,  — 
men  who  so  love  the  cause  of  God,  and  the  souls  of  their 
fellow-men,  that  it  is  a  pleasure  to  them  to  toil,  sacrifice, 
and,  if  need  be,  to  suffer,  to  promote  the  eternal  interest 
of  man,  and  the  glory  of  God.  We  want  a  ministry  who 
can  understand  the  condition   and  wants  of  the  great 
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mass,  and  freely  associate  and  sympathize  with  them. 
We  want  men  of  faith,  of  prayer,  and  trust  in  Grod.  And 
such  men,  sustained  in  the  field,  will  not  fail  of  ultimate 
success." *' A  glorious  day,"  he  adds,  "is  dawn- 
ing, and  will  yet  shine  upon  us.  Our  sentiments  are 
taking  a  certain  and  a  permanent  hold  on  many  minds. 
New  and  interesting  fields  of  labor  are  opening,  and  call* 
ing  for  aid.  And,  although  the  present  is  our  seed-time, 
yet,  if  we  sow  bountifully,  I  trust  the  day  is  not  far  dis- 
tant when  we  shall  reap  a  corresponding  and  glorious 
harvest." 

Some  of  the  important  mbsionary  stations,  to  which 
our  attention  has  been  recently  called,  are  Hillsboro, 
Tremout,  Elgin,  Rockford,  Aurora,  and  Galena  in  Illi- 
nois, and  Monroe,  in  Wisconsin. 

A  new  society  has  been  formed  at  Elgin,  through  the 
labors  of  Rev.  Mr.  Conant,  and  another  is  about  being 
established  at  Galena,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Woodward. 

The  society  at  Rockford  promises  well.  It  is  building 
a  church,  and  making  arrangements  for  a  permanent 
ministry. 

The  society  at  Belvidere  is  in  want  of  a  minister  ;  and 
a  preceptor  is  wanted  in  the  Belvidere  Academy,  which, 
if  rightly  conducted,  may  be  made  one  of  the  most  useful 
institutions  in  that  part  of  the  country. 

One  of  the  encouraging  aspects  of  the  denomination, 
at  this  time,  is  the  increased  provision  which  has  been 
made  to  educate  young  men  for  the  ministry.  The  The- 
ological School  at  Meadville  has  more  than  answered  the 
expectations  of  its  founders  and  friends.  It  has  been  lib- 
erally aided  by  books,  scholarships,  and  fiinds  for  the 
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general  objects  ^  of  the  institution.  The  professors  are 
indefatigable  in  their  labors,  and  their  instructions  are 
faithful  and  thorough.  The  number  of  students  in  the 
school  is  twenty-three,  and  seventeen  have  applied  for 
admissiqn  the  coming  year. 

Another  source  of  encouragement  to  us  is  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Unitarian  Association  of  th^  State  of 
New  York.  It  has  just  held  a  very  interesting  meeting, 
which  must  have  exerted  a  good  and  lasting  influence ; 
and  which,  in  its  tone  and  spirit,  has  set  us,  the  parent 
Association,  an  example  worthy  of  imitation.  Our  friends 
in  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn  are  entitled  to 
great  credit  for  this  movement,  which,  with  the  hearty 
cooperation  of  others  throughout  the  State,  promises  great 
usefulness.  They  propose  to  establish  a  religious  news- 
paper, support  a  missionary  and  a  ministry  to  the  poor, 
and  afford  liberal  assistance  to  the  Meadville  School. 

A  strong  sympathy  has  always  existed  between  this 
body  and  the  '^  British  and  Foreign  Unitarian  Associa- 
tion." Without  any  concert  of  action,  we  were  both 
formed  on  the  same  day.  And  our  objects  have  been  the 
same.  That  Association,  besides  promoting  the  spread  of 
our  views  of  religion,  has  doubtless,  by  its  influence  on 
public  opinion,  been  instrumental  in  modifying  or  chang- 
ing some  of  the  oppressive  laws  of  England.  As  proofs 
of  the  progress  of  liberal  principles  in  that  country,  we 
might  refer  to  several  acts  of  legislation  within  the  last 
few  years,  such  as  the  ''  Corporation  Test  Acts,"  the 
<' Catholic  Emancipation  Act,"  the  '*  Marriage  Act," 
and  the  ^'Dissenters'  Chapels  Act." 

We  bear  of  the   progress  of  our  views  in  Ireland, 

2* 
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France,  and  other  parts  of  Europe.  In  TransylTania^ 
Unitarians  have  increased  within  the  last  twenty  years 
about  one  fourth.  They  have  three  colleges,  and  their 
churches  are  represented  as  in  a  flourishing  state. 

We  might  say  much  that  would  be  gratifying  respect- 
ing the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  denommation,  the 
multiplication  of  new  and  important  societies,  the  more 
favorable  light  in  which  we  are  viewed  by  other  Chris- 
tians, and  especially  the  practical  application  of  our 
views.  But  we  wish  to  speak  particularly  of  the  misaioii* 
ary  spirit  and  enterprise,  and  the  duty  of  doing  more  for 
the  spread  of  Christian  truth.  The  missionary  spirit  is 
the  Christian  spirit,  —  the  spirit  of  Christ.  It  has  its 
foundation  in  the  doctrine  of  human  brotherhood.  And 
where  but  to  the  religion  and  example  of  Christ  shall  we 
look  for  that  doctrine  ?  A  doctrine  as  yet  but  imperfect- 
ly known  and  practised,  but  destined,  we  trust,  under 
Providence,  to  fill  the  world  with  peace  and  love.  If  we 
looked  upon  our  fellow-beings  as  the  Saviour  did,  and  felt 
the  value  of  the  soul,  we  should  esteem  it  a  duty  and  a 
privilege  to  aid  in  sending  abroad  the  blessings  of  the 
Gospel,  and  building  up  a  spiritual  kingdom  in  the  world. 
Are  not  missionary  efforts  the  highest  kind  of  benevo- 
lence, —  relating  to  man's  higher  wants  and  destinies  ? 
And  how  lasting  are  the  fruits  of  such  benevolence  I  If 
but  a  tithe  of  what  is  daily  spent  in  luxury  and  useless 
objects,  in  procuring  that  which  satisfieth  not  and  leares 
no  good  behind,  were  devoted  to  the  moral  improvement 
of  our  fellow-men,  how  enduring  would  be  the  fruits ! 
and  how  blessed  would  be  the  giver  in  the  gift  !  A 
small  sum  will  educate  a  young  man  for  the  ministry,  or 
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support  a  missionary  in  places  where  men  are  ready  to 
perish  for  want  of  the  bread  of  life  ;  and  that  young 
man,  or  that  missionary,  will  do  good  by  his  preaching 
years  after  the  donor  is  in  his  grave ;  while  much,  very 
much,  that  is  expended  for  ordinary  purposes  perishes  in 
the  using. 

"We  are  aware,"  as  expressed  in  a  circular  of  ours, 
*'  that  the  cause  of  Missions  has  not  been  a  favorite  one 
with  our  denomination.  We  know  that  in  the  minds  of 
many  persons  in  all  classes,  and  especially  in  the  richer 
and  more  intelligent,  there  are  strong  prejudices  and 
doubts  in  respect  to  it ;  and  we  are  certain  that  any 
change  which  may  take  place  must  be  a  gradual  one. 
We  feel,  therefore,  all  the  more  powerfully  the  urgency 
of  the  call,  which  rests  upon  every  one  who  entertains 
Tiews  similar  to  our  own  to  use  his  talents  and  influence 
in  behalf  of  this  cause.  We  speak  not  of  Unitarianism 
as  such.  It  is  an  important  system  of  truth,  doubtless, 
and  one  which  we  should  by  no  means  neglect ;  but,  in 
speaking  of  missions,  we  desire  to  rise  above  all  theo- 
logical dogmas  and  sects.  We  would  say,  then,  that  if 
Christianity  is  any  thing  to  us  ;  if  we  feel  that  it  enlarges 
the  mind,  reforms  and  ennobles  the  character,  purifies  the 
affections,  or  softens  the  heart ;  if  it  be  the  soother  of 
sorrow,  the  spring  of  hope,  the  ever  overflowing  fountain 
of  joy  and  peace,  the  pledge  of  immortality,  the  one  thing 
needful,  which  alone  can  nourish  and  sustain  the  individ- 
ual in  health  and  vigor  amid  the  trials  and  vicissitudes  of 
this  mortal  state  ;  it  is  this,  and  more,  to  every  man  under 
heaven  by  whom  it  shall  be  received  ;  —  and  it  must  be, 
from  the  very  principles  which  it  involves,  our  privilege 
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and  bounden  duty  to  do  all  we  may  to  extend  its  influence 
as  far  as  possible.     And  if  sin  be  the  curae  of  humanity  ; 
if  it  be  the  source  of  all  the  moral  and  moat  of  the  phys- 
ical evils  of  life  ;  if  war,  slavery,  poverty,  civil  contOH 
tion,  oppression,  crime,  and  a  vast  amount  of  human  an^ 
fering  are  its  lawful  progeny  ;  and  the  design  and  sure 
result  of  pure  Christianity  be  to  root  out  sin ;  then,  for 
the  sake  of  society,  as  well  as  of  the  individual,  we  can-* 
not  rest  satisfied  till  we  have  instructed,  by  ourselves  or 
others,  every  man  in  its  principles.     We  talk  not  now  of 
modes  of  operation,  but  we  say  most  solemnly,  that  every 
Christian  man  is  bound  and  pledged,  by  all  the  consid* 
orations  which  make  it  lawfol  for  him  to  assume  that 
sacred  name,  to  proclaim  and  extend  the  Grospel  of  Christ 
as  widely  and  thoroughly   as   any  means  which  he  pos- 
sesses will  enable  him  to  do.    This  was  the  express  com- 
mand of  our  Saviour  ;  it  is  the  necessary  result  of  all  the 
principles  contained  in  the  New  Testament ;  it  is  the 
dictate  of  common  sense,  and  even  of  that  refined  selfish- 
ness which  will  look  no  farther  than  to  the  worldly  pros- 
perity of  our  children,  or  the  society  in  which  they  reside. 
Christianity  has  been  the  parent  of  civilization.     All  the 
arts  of  life,  as  well  as  all  the  amelioration  in  the  condition 
of  society,  which  we   now  witness,  are  to  be   directly 
traced  to  its  agency.     It  has  been  the  true  reformer  of 
the  past,  it  is  the  only  hope  of  the  future.    We  beg  you, 
then,  to  consider  these  things.     We  desire  you  to  trace 
them  out   in  their  principles  and  results.    We  implore 
you,  if  a  clergyman,  to  set  them  before  your  people  ;  if 
*  a  layman,  to  set  them  before  your  neighbours,  with  all 
the  distinctness  and  force  of  which  you  are  capable.     If 
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CbristiaDity,  in  its  purity  and  power,  is  ever  to  prevail 
throughout  Christendom  ;  if  it  is  finally  to  convert  the 
whole  wofld  unto  God  ;  it  can  only  be  through  the  efforts 
and  influence  of  men,  — -  of  such  men  as  have  imbibed  its 
spirit  and  understand  its  value.  God,  indeed,  may  shed 
abroad  upon  us  the  secret  and  blessed  influences  of  his 
mysterious  agencies,  and  without  these  human  exertion 
will  be  of  little  avail ;  but  we  have  no  reason  to  expect 
them,  unless  we  first,  with  fidelity  and  in  humility,  exert 
the  full  force  of  all  the  powers  of  body  and  mind  with 
which  we  are  endowed.  In  extending  the  truth  delivered 
by  Christ,  he  has  evidently  acted  in  the  past  through 
human  agency,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that 
he  will  continue  to  do  so  in  the  fiiture.  These  consid- 
erations are  so  obvious,  as  almost  to  require  apology  for 
their  statement ;  and  yet,  is  not  the  present  position  of 
our  denomination,  in  respect  to  this  matter,  such  as  to 
authorize  the  supposition,  that  we  dented  their  truth  ? 
We  are  a  part  of  the  moral  machinery  that  ought  to 
move  the  world.  We  have  intelligence,  talent,  and  wealth 
in  rich  abundance  ;  shall  we  not  employ  them  in  reform- 
ing the  world  ?  The  command  of  Christ  and  the  law  of 
love,  the  foundation-stones  of  the  cause  of  missions,  are 
as  binding  upon  us  as  upon  others  ;  ought  we  not  to  do 
all  we  may  to  fulfil  them  ?  Many  mistakes,  many  errors, 
doubtless,  are  to  be  discovered  in  the  principles  and  oper- 
ations of  various  sects  around  us  upon  this  subject.  But 
is  this  a  reason  for  indiflference  or  neglect  in  us  .'  If  we 
have  nobler  views  and  deeper  wisdom,  let  us  not  talk 
about  them,  but  apply  them  to  the  work  in  hand.  Un- 
doubtedly, if  Christianity  is  to  be  preached  at  all  by  us, 
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we  must  preach  it  as  we  uaderatand  it ;  —  and,  if  the 
doctrines  and  views  of  others  do  not  seem  to  us  to  be,  in 
all  respects,  the  truth,  as  taught  by  our  Saftiour,  the 
more  does  it  become  our  imperious  duty  to  preach  our 
own.  And  this  may  be  done  in  no  spirit  of  party  zeal  or 
sectarian  bigotry,  but  in  the  sincere  desire  of  conveitiog 
men  to  Christ,  and  not  to  ourselves." 

In  conclusion,  we  would  say,  that  while  we  have 
reason  to  be  grateful  to  Divine  Providence  for  the  wise, 
learned,  and  good  men,  who  are  from  time  to  time  raised 
up  to  bless  the  church  and  the  world,  we  cannot  but  feel 
and  lament  their  loss,  when,  by  the  dispensations  of  the 
same  Providence,  they  are  taken  from  us.  And  such 
were  Story  and  Ware,  —  the  friends  and  supporters  of 
this  Association.  And  one  was  its  much  esteemed  Presi- 
dent. We  will  be  thankful  for  their  labors  and  influence, 
—  will  cherish  their  memory,  and  find  new  motives  to 
usefulness  and  duty  by  contemplating  their  example. 


Rev.  James  F.  Clarke,  in  behalf  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  offered  the  foHowing  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  Unitarians  are,  by  the  Providence  of 
Grod,  in  a  position  which  qualifies  them  to  conduct  nii»- 
nonary  cperaiiofu  to  great  advantage  ;  inasmuch  as  they 
can  go  out  untrammelled  by  creeds,  and  may  dwell  exclu- 
sively on  those  positive,  practical,  and  fundamental  truths 
which  will  create  a  new  heart  and  awaken  a  new  life  in 
the  human  soul. 

Resolved,  That  in  our  future  action  as  a  denommation, 
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it  is  desirable  to  adhere  to  the  principles  of  Christian 
Freedom  and  Progrees  embraced  and  advocated  by  re* 
vered  and  leading  Unitarians  in  past  times. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  Unitarians  to  feet  and 
manifest  an  earnest  interest  in  all  the  social  reforms  and 
philanthropic  movements  which  promise  to  advance  the 
interests  of  humanity. 

ReMoivedj  That  in  the  present  situation  of  our  country, 
as  regards  its  foreign  relations,  Unitarians  are  bound,  in 
common  with  all  disciples  of  Christ,  to  plead  for  peace 
with  renewed  earnestness;  and  we  call  upon  our  brethren, 
of  all  Christian  denominations,  to  lift  up  a  united  remon- 
strance against  that  spirit  and  those  measures  which  may 
tend  to  renew  or  perpetuate  the  horrors  and  sins  of  war. 

JReso/ved,  That  we  congratulate  all  our  friends  upon  the 
success  which  has  thus  far  attended  the  Meadville  Theo- 
logical School  ;  and  while  we  rejoice  to  witness  the  cor- 
diality and  confidence  shown  toward  this  institution  by 
the  Christian  denomination,  we  assure  this  excellent  body 
of  our  sincere  desire  that  this  institution  may  be  the 
means,  under  Providence,  of  strengthening  their  hands, 
and  making  them  yet  more  useful  in  the  service  of  our 
common  Lord  and  Master. 

Resohed,  That  it  is  desirable  to  take  active  measures 
to  promote  a  more  extensive  circulation  through  the 
country  of  the  works  of  standard  Unitarian  writers. 

lUsohed^  That  the  increasing  spread  of  liberal  views 
among  our  brethren  in  Canada  and  Great  Britain  con- 
firms our  belief  in  the  ultimate  success,  and  our  sense  of 
the  saving  power,  of  Unitarian  Christianity. 

Resolved,  That  we  remember  with  gratitude  the  labors 
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of  those  great  and  good  men  of  our  denomiaatioD,  in  this 
country  and  Great  Britain,  who  have,  during  the  past  year, 
gone  from  among  us  into  the  spiritual  world  ;  especiaUy 
recalling  at  this  time,  with  solemn  joy,  the  Christian 
character  and  exalted  worth  of  Ware,  Aspland,  and  our 
late  President,  Story. 

The  Travelling  Agent,  Mr.  George  G.  Channing,  re- 
sponded to  the  first  resolution,  and  read  his  Report  to 
the  Executive  Committee,  which  closed  with  the  following 
statistics  and  summary  ;  namely  :  — 
Average  attendance  at  fifty-six  churches,  .  14,445 

Members  in  "  "...   3,968 

Sunday  School  scholars,      "  *'  5,350 

Sunday  School  teachers,     "  "     .         .  968 

Amount  of  funds  in  twenty-six  ''  •  •  $  185,750 
Miles  travelled  by  the  Agent,  ....  4,241 
Addresses  delivered  by  the  Agent  in  fifly-nine  towns,     177 

to  Sunday  Schools,      33 
Number  of  letters  written  upon  matters  connected 

with  the  agency,  .....         500 

Money  collected  by  the  Agent,      .  .    $  S,  138*59 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Holland,  of  Rochester,  New  York, 
spoke  to  the  first  resolution  as  follows. 

Mr.  President  :  —  Before  speaking  particularly  upon 
missionary  operations,  let  me  say  a  word  upon  the  dis- 
tribution of  tracts.  You  have  now  a  vast  store  of  thia 
kind  of  capital,  which  we  would  put  in  circulation.  You 
have  huge  piles  buried  in  the  dust,  which  we  would  dis- 
entomb, and  give  to  the  world  in  new  life.     On  all  the 
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great  lines  of  travel  bj  which  thousands  move  daily, 
through  the  travelling  season,  through  the  city  of  my  resi- 
dence, are  our  friends,  who  will  gladly  cooperate  in  cir- 
culating our  publications.  There  are  upon  the  canal  and 
the  lake  captains  and  officers  of  boats  interested  in  our 
views,  and  zealous  for  their  propagation,  who  would  re- 
joice to  assist  us  in  making  ourselves  known,  as  we  are 
not  now  known,  to  the  great  travelling,  emigrating  world. 
Personal  observation  assures  me,  that  in  many  a  listless 
hour,  by  many  a  vacant  mind,  our  printed  messenger 
would  be  eagerly  received,  and  not  always  would  it  be  as 
water  spilled  on  the  ground.  The  mere  cost  of  a  riband 
would  furnish  a  volume  to  some  steamboat  cabin,  which, 
in  the  course  of  a  single  season,  would  reach  thousands,, 
and  by  and  by  reappear  in  permanent  results  to  reward 
our  faith, 

I  have  time  but  for  two  facts  upon  this  subject.  The 
other  day,  returning  to  my  house  with  a  letter  from 
Michigan,  signed  by  a  person  who  prpfesses  ''no  creed 
but  the  Bible,  no  master  but  Christ,  no  names  but  Chris* 
ttan,"-*  who  had  never  seen  a  line  of  Unitarianism,  ex- 
cept one  Christian  Register,  which  chanced  to  contain 
my  name,  ''  a  preacher  to  the  scattered  of  the  flock,"  I 
found  four  gentlemen  just  leaving  my  door,  whose  errand 
proved  to  be  the  same  with  that  of  this  writer  ;  to  know 
what  we  believed,  and  to  obtain  our  publications.  These 
Christian  ministers  have  neither  libraries,  nor  means  to 
obtain  libraries.  In  the  rich  wheat-growing  country 
where  I  reside,  they  seldom  have  two  hundred  dollars  m 
year,  and,  though  many  have  purchased  copies  of  Chan- 
niog's  works,  it  must  be  with  great  self-denial  and  severo 
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economy  tkat  thej  obtain  any  other  books  than  such  as 
we  can  give. 

A  second  fact.  A  sermon,  recently  published  by  one 
of  our  Boston  clergy,  reached  Canada  West  a  riiort  lime 
ago,  and  was  there  read  on  Sunday  by  a  OalriDtstic 
Baptist  minister  to  a  large  oongregationi  ehieliy  of  a 
manual  labor  school,  to  their  entire  satisfaction  and  de- 
light. It  was  the  first  they  had  ever  known  of  Unitarian- 
ism.  Give  us  your  tracts,  then,  Sir,  and  we  will  set  them 
to  work  as  they  have  never  been  set  to  work  before  ;  and 
you  will  reap  your  reward  in  the  silent  but  certain  growth 
of  the  cause. 

As  to  the  other  matter,  -—  missionary  operations,  — «no 
man  thinks  of  presenting  our  views  now  in  a  dry,  techni- 
cal, and  merely  theological  aspect.  When  the  unity  of 
God  is  urged,  there  is  connected  his  providence  and 
love,  and  our  manifold  duty.  When  it  is  the  death  of 
Christ,  that  subject  is  not  only  laid  down  as  a  matter  of 
opinion,  but  as  an  example  of  self-denial,  as  the  most 
moving  manifestation  of  divine  love,  and  its  connection 
with  the  immortality  it  has  made  so  sure.  And  so,  in 
efiering  our  views  of  man,  the  bearing  of  the  whole  is  to 
arouse,  elevate,  and  renew,  not  to  chill  end  paralyze  the 
Soul,  as  doctrinal  preaching  so  often  seems  intended  to 
do.  The  consequence  is,  that  the  very  little  missionafy 
work  we  have  so  far  done  has  produced  greater  results 
than  we  could  have  hoped,  especially  on  the  siinds  of  the 
young,  that  in  all  the  large  towns  and  villages,  along  the 
highway  of  Western  travel,  our  preaching  is  eageriy  wel- 
comed by  many,  especially  among  young  men  who  have 
no  ether  kopci  no  other  chance^  of  Ckristaaaity.    In  my 
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immediate  neighbourhood,  by  invitation  of  another  de« 
nomination  at  Geneva,  we  are  provided  with  a  church 
without  expense,  and  an  exceedingly  interesting  congre* 
gation,  with  the  certainty,  at  least,  of  a  valuable  oppoi^ 
tunity  for  occasional  services.  We  now  propose  (as 
many  other  places  have^  lifted  imploring  hands  to  us  in 
vain,  because  we  have  had  no  men  to  spare)  to  employ 
at  once  a  "State  missionary  for  New  York.  And  one 
purpose  of  my  remarks  is,  to  say  every  thing  is  ready  ex* 
cept  the  man  ;  and  the  man  we  want  now,  without  any 
delay,  this  very  week,  if  possible,  this  night.  A  commit- 
tee from  the  New  York  Association  are  present  for  this 
very  purpose  ;  and  I  trust  there  is  enough  of  generous 
devotion  to  the  cause  among  my  brethren  to  insure  a 
favorable  answer  to  their  appeal.  I  promise  any  such 
laborer  an  abundant  field,  an  earnest  welcome,  and  a 
glorious  reward,  now  and  in  the  future.  The  post  must 
be  filled  now ;  we  cannot  afibrd  to  wait  even  another 
week. 

J.  A.  Andrew,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  Ibllowing  Mr,  Holland, 
mentioned  that  he  should  confine  bis  remarks  within  the 
spirit  and  meaning  of  the  aeeond  and  third  resolutions. 
I  love,  said  he,  to  read  and  to  study  the  writings  of  "  re* 
vered  and  leading  Unitarians  in  past  times,"  for  I  believe 
that  they  were  substantially  in  the  right,  and  that  the 
principles  of  Christian  freedom  and  progress,  as  an* 
nounced,  defined,  and  defended  by  the  fathers  of  onr 
faith,  are  the  real  principles,  and  the  only  ones,  upon 
which  Unitarianism  can  rest.  It  refreshes  and  invigorates 
the  sonl  to  go  back  to  the  roots  of  the  tree  which  they 
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planted,  in  the  early  days  of  New  England  Unitarianism, 
when,  by  the  Tery  force  of  their  position,  by  the  Tory  at- 
titude of  their  minds,  they  were  compelled  to  penetrate 
into  the  essence  of  things  ;  to  dig  wide  and  deep,  below 
the  loose  foundations  they  had  found  to  be  false  and  in- 
secare,  for  a  sure  resting-place,  upon  which  the  church 
might  stand  for  ever.  It  was  theirs  to  find  a  basis  for 
Protestantism,  —  for  the  Protestant  church  of  New  Eng* . 
land  to  stand  upon,  equally  consistent  with  union  on  the 
one  hand,  and  liberty  on  the  other.  I  believe  they  found 
it.  Their  writings  disclose  it.  They  prove  the  sagacity 
and  logical  consistency  of  the  minds  of  those  venerable 
men ;  and  all  the  experience  of  liberal  Christianity  has, 
I  think,  tended  to  confirm  our  confidence  in  their  wisdom. 
They  did  their  work  well.    Let  us  do  ours. 

The  greatest,  the  most  brilliant  and  peculiar,  of  all  the 
characteristics  of  Unitarianism  —  that  which  has  won  the 
most  hearts,  and  is  the  jewel  of  its  crown  —  is  its  rec- 

« 

ognition  of  Chri$t  as  our  example,  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
was  not  a  dogma;  he  waa  a  life.  He  was  not  a  •peevla" 
Han,  but  a  Kvtfi^  reality.  He  spoke  by  precept  and  by 
history  ;  by  suffering  and  action  ;  by  his  patience  and  his 
boldness  ;  by  life  and  death  ;  the  everlasting  Word  of 
God  to  universal  man.  He  v>a$  his  word.  It  was  in 
him  ;  and  he  was  the  word.  He  was  God's  manifesta- 
tion to  humanity.  Unitarians,  when  true  to  themselves, 
and  to  the  only  consistent  Protestantism  possible  any- 
where, in  the  presence  and  perception  of  this  truth,  fun- 
damental and  paramount,  must  reverently  bow  down.  . 
With  them,  whoever  recognizes  Jesus  as  his  teacher  and 
his  example,  whose  life  he  also  is  bound  to  lead,  hn 
humble  discipleship,  is  a  Christian  and  a  brother. 
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And  if  we  are,  more  than  all  thtnga  else,  to  insiat  iipeai 
ibe  example  of  the  Saviour  ;  hia  teaobiags  aa  iUualraled 
bj  bis  life  ;  and  if  we  are  to  penetrate  tbe  inward  life  of 
Cbristiaiiitj,  and  reproduee^  if  we  can,  aomewbat  of  hia 
9firii  within  ourselvea,  we  most  bend  to  the  burden  wbieb 
be  bore.  Unitarians  must,  indeed,  both  feel  and  manifest 
aa  earneet  intereat  in  all  the  sooial  reforma  and  philaB* 
tlu'opic  movements  wbiob  promise  to  advance  tbe  interesia 
of  bnmanity.  For  He  was  the  great  reformer.  He 
swept  his  band  over  the  falsehood  and  crime  of  ages,  and 
bis  gospel  would  annihilate  all  the  conservatism  of  sin. 
He  was  a  philanthropist ;  for  no  one  loved  man  as  be 
did  ;  and  bis  religion  is  a  philantbiopy.  '*  Tbe  spirit  of 
tbe  Lord  is  upon  me,"  be  exclaimed  in  tbe  temple,  "  for 
be  bnth  anointed  me  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the  poor  ; 
be  bath  sent  me  to  heal  the  broken-hearted ;  to  preach 
deliverance  to  the  captive,  and  tbe  recovery  of  sight  to 
tbe  bUnd  ;  to  set  at  liberty  them  that  are  bruised  ;  to 
proolaim  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord."  For  whom 
were  tbe  beatitudes  he  pronounced  ?  Not  for  tbe  cunning 
logician;  not  for  the  astute  metaphysician;  not  fortbecorr 
reel  theologian  ;  -*•  but  for  the  meek,  the  poor  in  spirit,  tbe 
bomUe,  tbe  hungry  and  tbe  thirsty  after  righteousness,  tbe 
nousner,  tbe  persecuted,  the  peaeemaker.  For  whom  is 
tbe  welcome  of  the  Judge  at  tbe  last  day;  tbe  '*  Well  done, 
good  and  faithful  servant,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared 
for  ye«  from  the  foundation  of  tbe  world  "  ?  Not  for  tbe 
ortbodez  believer  ;  but  for  the  Christian  laborer.  Fev 
him  who  has  fed  tbe  hungry,  and  clotbed  tbe  naked, 
and  visited  tbe  prisoner.  What  weae  tbe  evideneea  «f 
Ae  very  Measiabahip  of  Christ  ?    They  were  works  of 

3» 
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philmthrop7  and  kindness.  Qo  and  tell  John,  said  he, 
that  the  deaf  hear,  the  lame  walk,  the  lepers  are 
eleansed,  and  the  poor  have  the  gospel  preached  nnto 
them.  Thus  he  answered  the  impatient  Baptist,  who 
doubted  whether  the  Nazarene  whom  he  had  baptised  in 
Jordan  was  the  Christ  of  prophecy ;  while  he  himself 
was  left  to  pine  in  a  prison,  without  receiving  deliveranoe 
at  his  hand.  The  call  of  the  gospel  is  to  newness  of 
Ij^,  not  of  heUtf;  to  living  faiAf  not  spectfiofisn.  It  re- 
quires a  regeneration  of  the  keari,  n6t  of  the  kead. 

As  a  part  of  the  great  chureh  of  Christianitj  ;  as  a 
portion  of  the  holy,  catholic,  apostolic,  and  universal 
church,  within  whose  ample  fold  are  numbered  all  whom 
Jesus  recognizes,  whether  they  are  recognized  by  man 
or  not,  to  be  his  disciples  ;  let  us  hasten  ourselves  to  the 
work  of  humanity.  And  wherever  man  mourns  in  dejee« 
tion  ;  wherever  there  is  a  heart  bruised  and  broken,  a 
brether  neglected  and  forlorn  ;  wherever  he  sighs,  a  cap- 
tive, or  starves  in  poverty,  or  cankers  in  crime  ;  wherever 
be  stretches  forth  his  hand  from  within  the  bars  of  the 
prison,  or  gazes  at  us  in  hopeless  despair  from  the  scaf- 
fold, or  toils  a  slave,  fettered  and  lashed,  and  sold  and 
bought,  a  chattel  and  a  thing;  O,  let  us  go,  —  let  us  go 
in  the  name  of  Christ  and  his  gospel,  and  carry  our  mes* 
sage  of  gospel  sympathy  and  love  !  They  are  the  sick. 
They  need  the  physician.  But  we  need  him  more  than 
they,  if  we  neglect  that  work.  We  may  preach  theology, 
and  teach  it.  We  must  believe  and  thnik,  —  for  we  hare 
heads,  and  cannot  help  it.  But  theology,  philosophy, 
cannot  save  the  soul,  nor  regenerate  the  worid.  Do  not 
be  deluded  with  the  hope  of  it ;  do  not  wait  either  for 
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that  phantom,  which  men  speak  of  as  "the  general 
progress  of  truth,"  to  do  your  business.  There  is  no 
general  progress  without  indiTidual  progression.  There 
18  no  such  thing  as  the  spirit  of  Christianity  in  the  world, 
except  as  it  is  revealed  to,  or  manifested  in,  the  souls  of 
individual  men.  The  work  of  Christ  was  human  salva- 
tion. The  business  of  the  church  is  identically  the  same, 
by  presenting  a  living,  breathing  gospel  to  the  world. 
And  might  I  not  venture  to  ask,  on  comparison  between 
the  practical  religion  of  Jesus,  and  of  the  Christian 
cliurch  of  to-day,  How  shall  we  stand  that  comparison 
to-night  ?  What  report  would  American  Unitarianism 
have  to  make  of  itself,  if  tested  by  that  standard  !  With 
the  motto  of  this  Unitarian  Association  before  us  and 
above  us,  "  jU6erly,  Holmess,  and  Love/*  with  its  lofty 
requisitions,  what  shall  we  say  of  our  imperfect  per* 
fbrmance  ?  Have  we  maintained  with  unshaken  front  the 
rights  of  man,  — the  rights  of  the  mind  ?  Have  we  not 
wavered  and  conformed  to  this  world,  and  the  powers  and 
opinions  of  this  world,  when  the  gospel  —  the  holiness 
of  Christianity-*  was  commanding  us  to  be  transformed 
by  the  renewing  of  our  minds,  and  to  withstand  its  op- 
pression and  injustice  ?  As  a  branch  of  the  Christian 
vine,  the  Unitarian  body  cannot  defend  itself  fpr  not, 
bracing  itself  up,  as  the  champion  of  the  weak  and  the 
enslaved,— *  the  antagonist  of  the  hard  tyranny  it  sees  to- 
day, and  has  always  seen.  What  Jesus  would  have  done, 
I  pray  you,  Sir,  have  we  not  neglected  ? 

O,  I  reverence  and  praise  that  glorious  old  error  of  the 
Church  of  Rome,  in  the  belief  of  which  that  church  has 
sometimes  assumed  to  resist  all  the  temporal  powers  of 


9S  TWIMTT-FIEAT  ANflVkh  WtOilT, 

th«  world.  I  eanaiot  belp  •sttUipg,  tboiigii  I  mAaiomleigt 
tbd  usurpation,  when  I  tee  the  supposed  viear  of  Chfist» 
the  Romas  pooliflT,  staadiQg  with  his  foot  upon  the  neeli 
of  princes  and  emperors,  and  wielding  the  seepire  of  hie 
spiritual  dominion  over  the  subject  representatives  ef 
mere  earthly  and  temporal  sovereignties,  declaring  in  the 
name  of  the  eternal  law  of  an  eternal  lawgiver,  '*  Thus 
far  shak  thou  go,  and  no  ierther."  I  reeogniae  there  the 
assertion  of  a  mightier  than  human  power ;  of  eoasiderar 
tioas  more  exigent  and  peremptory  than  the  will  of  human 
authorities.  I  perceive  in  it  the  commanding  attitude 
which  truth  and  righteousness,  dwelling  in  the  person  of 
all  Christian  believers,  ought  to  impart  to  the  whole 
church  now,  —  mahiog  it  Protestant,  not  merely  against 
ecclesiastical  domination,  but  against  the  Man  of  Sin,  — 
against  the  Devil  and  all  his  works,  -*  in  what  form  or 
guise  he  is  to  he  found.  To  do  the  whole  work  of  the 
gospel  requires  a  oonstantly  renewed  devotion,  and  the 
constant  pursuit  of  an  ever-rising  standard  of  duty. 

In  the  memoirs  of  the  late  Blanco  White,  I  read,  the 
other  day,  a  letter  from  the  ever-lamented  and  revered 
William  BUlery  Channtng  ;  a  fow  sentences  of  which,  in 
this  connection,  I  would  be  permitted  to  repeat.  It  hears 
the  date  of  September  ISth,  1839. 

^*  How  desirable  that  a  nobler  form  of  Christianity 
should  be  preached  and  practised  with  an  unafiected,  tUr 
sacrificing  earnestness,  zeal,  and  force.  It  is  not  by  a»« 
sailing  the  low  io  practice  or  principle,  but  by  manifesting 
the  hight  that  the  great  work  of  reformation  is  to  go  on. 
Whence  shall  this  force  come?  I  would  that  I  conid 
look  to  Unitarianism  with  mose  hope.    Bu4  this  system 
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was,  and  its  recent  revival  is,  a  protest  of  the  under* 
standing  against  absurd  dogmas,  rather  than  the  work  of 
deep  religious  principle,  and  was  earlj  paralyzed  bj  the 
mixture  of  a  material  philosophy,  and  fell  too  much  into 
the  hands  of  scholars  and  political  reformers  ;  and  the 
consequence  is  a  want  of  vitality  and  force,  which  gives 
us  little  hope  of  its  accomplishing  much  under  its  present 
auspices,  or  in  its  present  form.  When  I  tell  you  that  no 
sect  in  this  country  has  taken  less  interest  in  the  slavery 
question,  or  is  more  inclined  to  conservatism,  than  our 
body,  you  will  judge  what  may  be  expected  from  it« 
Whence  is  salvation  to  come  ?  This  is  the  question 
which  springs  up  in  my  mind  continually.'* 

What  a  voice  is  that !  It  is  the  voice  of  a  Channing, 
who  speaks  to  us  from  the  sealed  gates  of  death.  And, 
O,  shall  the  stain  of  unfaithfulness  to  the  cause  of  the 
American  slave  remain  longer  ours  ?  It  embittered  the 
last  years  of  that  sainted  man.  It  was  a  weight  of  so^ 
row  he  bore  with  him  in  anguish  to  his  grave.  It  was  the 
■ting  of  that  woe,  in  which  he  exclaimed,  as  he  remem- 
bered it,  *'  Whence  is  salvation  to  come  ?  "  May  the 
future  retrieve  the  errors  of  the  past.  And  if  that  sainted 
spirit  is  permitted  to  contemplate  the  scenes  among  which 
iC  once  lived  and  labored,  may  there  not  be  one  drop  of 
joy  added  to  the  cup  of  his  rejoicing  by  the  removal  of 
that  reproach  from  the  brethren  whom  he  loved  ?  It 
would  require  some  little  heroism  to  do  it.  It  would  de* 
mand  something  like  courage,  I  know,  to  wheel  into  the 
fbre-fVont  of  the  battle,  where,  in  fierce  and  fiery  contest, 
iireedom  and  slavery  are  matched  in  fatal  strife,  —  some- 
thing like  courage  to  risk  Unitarianism  in  that  encounter. 
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Bttt  Ihere  is  a  Toice,  as  of  •  propbat  of  the  Lord,  echoiBg 
in  our  ears,  '*  Who  will  go  with  mo  to  Ramoth-Giiead  lo 
hattie  ? "  And  wiU  you  go  ?  Or  shall  wo  stay  lasilj 
behind  ?  The  (hthers  of  the  New  England  chnroh  shall 
apeak  for  ue,  and  inspire  us  with  their  quenchless  valor. 
O,  let  the  men  pi  the  Mayflower  answer  for  our  devotioa* 
Did  they  not  stamp  an  impress  of  heroism  upon  the  Chrish 
tian  character  of  New  England,  which  secures  it  fross 
utter  recreancy  to  freedom  ?  They  are  the  men  we  love 
to  praise.  We  chant  their  virtues  in  songs,  and  proclaim 
them  upon  the  house-tops.  And  one  of  the  last  churchen 
which  Unitarians  have  established  in  Massachusetts  la 
named  the  ''  Church  of  the  Pilgrinm."  They  were  men 
who  knew  nothing  else  but  devotedness  to  duty.  They 
trusted  undoubtingly  to  that  Divine  Providence  which  ha4 
led  them,  through  many  weary  years  of  alternate  tri'^ 
umph  and  disaster,  to  that  purer  religious  faith,  which 
was  their  best  possession  ;  and  they  became  the  wildest 
and  most  visionary  of  the  fanatics  of  their  day,  for  in 
weakness  they  felt  themselves  strong,  and  they  saw  no 
danger  on  the  waves,  no  perils  in  the  forest,  among  sav- 
age beasts  or  more  savage  men,  no  hardship  in  the  rugged 
winters  of  New  England,  which  they  could  not  face  with* 
out  dismay.  T4<y  were  ready,  if  need  be,  to  fall  upon 
the  very  spears  of  the  enemy,  to  shape  a  space  for  victory. 
If  we  would  but  imitate  them  in  their  thorough  subjection 
to  their  own  conviction  of  right,  it  would  revive  the 
church  and  regenerate  the  world. 

Men  call  the  spot  where  they  now  repose  *'  ilu  cradU 
afunt^lion.**  They  come  from  the  Western  prairies,  from 
the  hot  plantations  of  the  South ;   they  wind  their  way 
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ai!ltde  from  iht  spires,  the  domw,  raiooDs,  and  palaces  of 
eities,  with  efS  pointed  toward  the  ocean,  as  if,  by  soma 
secend^sigfati  they  saw  the  Mayflower  bereelf,  feeling  her 
way  over  the  dreary  and  unfriendly  sea  ;  or  as  if  drawn 
by  sbttie  irresistible  attraetioui  they  know  not  how  nor 
why,  they  find  thettselres  bending  over  the  sward  under 
which  lies  all  that  death  could  touch ;  and  at  the  tombs 
of  the  Pilgrims  they  exclaim,  *'  We  haw  fovmd  owr 
origin,** 

But  the  PUgrinm  would  have  been  as  great  theaaselvea^ 
titough  an  unbelieving  posterity  had  forgotten  that  they 
had  ever  been  ;  and  though  another  and  more  worldly 
enterprise  had  planted  over  their  graves,  unmarked  by 
any  monument,  the  seeds  of  an  empire.  The  sweet 
mournfulness  with  which,  in  their  better  hours,  even  tiw 
Selfish  and  the  skeptical  contemplate  the  resigned  and 
ttwating  laitb  with  which  the  strong  tnan  and  the  gentio 
woman  bore,  hopefully,  their  crosses  and  their  sorrows  ; 
the  refreshment  of  the  spirit,  the  rekindling  of  the  heart, 
the  renewal  of  spiritual  life  and  vigor,  which  have  visited 
the  weary  and  the  fbrlorn,  conning  over  by  torch-lighl 
some  simple  ballad  or  old  tradition,  commemorative  of 
the  piety  or  endurance  of  some  Pilgrim*mother  ;  or  which 
have  stolen  in  upon  hearts  torn  and  tempted  by  vain  se- 
dootions,  and  the  struggles  of  spirits,  good  and  evil,  con- 
tending for  the  Mastery,  as  they  have  remembered  the 
manliness  and  faith  with  which  a  Brewster  of  a  Winsldw 
(being  found  worthy  to  tread  the  wine-press  of  sorrow) 
praised  God  in  th^r  afllietion,  nor  regretted  the  pteaauioir 
df  eiii  they  had  lefl  behmd  them ;  -—  the  comfort  aad 
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the  UeBsing  of  their  lives,  to  all  thoee  whose  spirits  have 
needed  the  encoaragemeat  of  such  examples,  or  whose 
hearts  could  be  softened  and  made  lyore  human  by  such 
affecting  histories,  were  worth  more  —  infinitely  more«- 
than  that  they  gave  birth  to  a  nation.  They  have  con- 
quered, as  all  the  martyrs  and  confessors,  who  "  have 
crossed  the  flood  "  and  now  *'  tread  the  golden  streets  " 
above,  have  conquered.  They  have  commanded  the 
homage  of  the  world,  and  now  wear  a  crown  of  everlast- 
ing glory,  because  they  counted  no  suffering  hard,  nor 
death  an  evil,  nor  life  dear,  if  they  might  but  win  Christ. 
It  was  a  thought,  —  an  idea,  —  an  abstraction,  if  you 
will,  that  gave  being  to  the  Pilgrim  character,  and  bap- 
tized it  with  immortality. 

But  men  of  to-day  call  it  unpractical  to  have  ideas, 
and  laugh  at  nothing  so  much  as  at  abstractions. 

O,  Sirs,  for  that  salvation  for  which  Channing  toiled 
and  prayed,  —  for  that  great-hearted  and  courageous 
piety  which  shall  know  nothing  but  the  example  of  Jesus 
of  Nazareth  !  And  it  will  come.  A  new  Mayflower  will 
yet  be  launched  upon  the  sea.  And  after  times  may  look 
back  with  gratitude  upon  its  stern  contest  against  the 
bufietiogs  that  it  encountered. 

Rev.  William  H.  Channing  then  spoke  as  foUows  :  — - 
Mr.  Chairman,  —  I  thank  the  last  speaker  (Mr*  Andrew) 
for  his  remarks,  which  have  been  precisely  the  desirable 
introduction  to  what  I  have  to  say.  And,  in  obedience  to 
the  established  rule  of  oratory,  let  me  gain,  if  it  may  be, 
the  good-will  of  the  audience,  by  repeating  the  words  of 
the  Apostle,  <<  Am  I  your  enemy,  because  I  tell  you  the 
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truth  ?  "  The  iruih  should  be  spoken  ;  the  truth  should 
be  9poken ;  only  let  this  be  done  in  love.  We  have  begun 
well  to-night  ;  for  we  have  used  less  laudation  than  usual. 
Let  us.  go  on  in  this  spirit.  He  is  our  best  friend  who, 
with  justice  to  what  is  good  in  us,  reproves  our  faults  ; 
for  he  carries  us  onward.  And  would  that  I  could  ade- 
quately express  the  confidence,  the  respect,  the  hope  I 
feel  for  this  denomination  of  Christians,  as  a  fit  prepara- 
tion for  the  very  frank  criticisms  which  are  now  to  be 
ofllered.  God  knows,  it  is  out  of  the  fulness  of  the  love 
I  bear  it,  -^out  of  respect  for  its  fundamental  principles, 
and  assurance  of  its  high  destiny  of  usefulness,  — 
that  I  am  prompted  to  state  without  reserve  *'  a  few 
things  against "  it.  But,  Sir,  what  is  now  to  be  said 
will  be  only  giving  utterance  to  feelings  and  thoughts 
which  are  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  hundreds  here 
present. 

This  Christian  denomination  stands  on  high  and  hon- 
orable ground  ;  its  sphere  of  usefulness'  is  large  and  in- 
creasing ;  but  it  is  yery  far  from  occupying  the  place  it 
might  justly  claim,  and  from  doing  the  good  it  might 
readily  accomplish.  And  why  ?  For  this  plain  reason, 
we  have  not  confidence  in  our  ovm  principles.  Is  proof 
needed  of  this  assertion  ?    It  shall  be  given. 

Our  distinctive  principles  are  summed  up  in  the  spirit- 
stirring  motto.  Liberty,  Holiness,  Love.  Let  us  con- 
sider these  in  order,  and  fairly  test  our  practice  by  our 
profession  ;  so  shall  we  learn  whether  we  do  really  com- 
prehend and  trust  these  principles. 

And  first,  of  Liberty.  This  term  denotes  freedom  to 
seek,  hold,  and  speak  the  truth  ;  and  the  justification  of 
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this  priDCtple  is  found  in  the  Teiy  nature  of  the  human 
reason,  which  always  demands  and  tends  towards  perfect 
unity,  and  yet,  owing  to  its  finiteness,  can  never  fully  attain 
to  comprehension  of  the  Infinite  Wisdom.     The  intellect- 
ual  perception  of  any  one  mind  is  necessarily  limited  ; 
and  the  only  approximation  to  infallibility  most  be  found 
in   the  orderly  relation  of  the  perceptions  of  all  minds. 
Therefore   must  e?ery  intelligence  be  lefl  freely  to  re* 
spect  such  portion  as  it  can  of  the  Divine  Light.     This 
principle  of  liberty  is  a  sublime  one  ;  it  has  been  our 
characteristic  that  we  have  so  earnestly  asserted  it.    But 
have  we  been  faithful  to  it  ?    Have  we  faithfully  applied 
this  priniciple  in  our  relations  to  other  bodies  of  believers  ? 
/  say  we  have  not.     We  have  talked  much  of  liberality, 
but  have  acted  and  thought  like  bigots.     A  young  man, 
who  came  from  an  Orthodox  seminary  to  the  Cambridge 
Theological  School,  once  told  me,  that  he  had  beard  more 
harsh  speeches  towards  the  Calvinists  in  two  weeks  there, 
than  he  had  heard  against  the  Unitarians  in  the  two  pre- 
vious years.     I  fear  there  was  no  little  truth  in  the  state- 
ment.    My  own  experience  as  a  theological  student  leads 
me  to  believe  so.    It  was  not  from  our  teachers  that  I 
heard  illiberality.    Far  from  it.     For  the  venerable  man 
who  then  was  senior  professor  at  Divinity  Hall  was  the 
soul  of  candor,  whose  only  desire  was  to  do  exactest 
justice. to  an  opponent's  arguments  ;  and  honored  men, 
who   have  there  filled  other  chairs,  have  been  of  like 
spirit.    But  among  ourselves  there  was  a  prevalent  tone 
of  disrespect  towards  other  denonlinations.    And  was  not 
the  Theological  School  a  fair  exponent  of  the  temper  of 
our  body  ?    Has  not  our  liberality  been  more  in  name 
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than  in  deed  ?  Why,  even  to-day  we  have  heard  too 
many  expressions  of  contempt  and  hostility  towards  other 
sects.  We  cannot  spare  the  various  sects.  Each  has  a 
portion  of  truth,  which  we  need  as  a  complement  to  our 
own  fragmentary  notions.  There  is  not  one  of  them 
which  could  not  teach  the  wisest  of  us  a  useful  lesson. 
We  need  to  read  their  puhlications,  to  hear  their  preach- 
ers, to  learn  their  favorite  and  familiar  views.  And  in  re- 
turn for  the  truth  we  could  gain  from  them,  there  is  not 
one  of  them  which  would  not  be  benefited  by  communion 
with  us.  There  is  the  profoundest  mining  in  the  endless, 
ezhaustless  variety  of  human  opinion.  We  may  talk  of 
ancient  symbols  of  faith  as  "  rotten  ladders"  ;  but  let  us 
remember,  that  each  has  been  a  pathway  on  which  angels 
have  ascended  and  descended,  making  the  hearts  of  those 
who  believed  in  (hem  a  Bethel.  We  may  talk  of  creeds 
as  "  broken  cisterns " ;  but  each  has  been  in  turn,  to 
those  who  drew  salvation  from  them,  a  fountain  bubbling 
up  with  living  waters. 

And  next,  have  we  faithfully  applied  this  principle 
within  our  own  body  ?  To  bring  the  matter  to  a  point, 
without  circumlocution,  —  Has  liberality  been  exercised 
towards 'those  called  Transcendentalists  ?  Come,  now, 
let  us  reason  together  plainly,  fairly.  Here  stands  one 
before  you,  who  in  this  assembly,  or  amidst  the  whole  de- 
nomination gathered  together,  is  proud  to  avow  himself 
one  of  those  heretics  ;  and  I  say  you  have  not  acted  in  a 
liberal  manner  towards  us.  Most  cheerfully,  gratefully, 
do  I  acknowledge  not  a  few  exceptions  among  ministers 
and  laity;  but  I  deliberately  assert,  that  the  general  mode 
of  treatment  in  the  denomination   has  been  to  awe  and 
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sileoce  us,  and  to  lessen  our  just  influence  by  hard 
names  and  covert  insinuations.  Practically,  you  have  set 
up  a  creed  by  which  you  have  sought  to  excommunicate 
us.  And  that  creed  is  the  narrowest  which  can  be  found 
in  the  records  of  the  Christian  church  ;  for  it  is  confined 
within  a  certain  definition  of  the  word  miracle.  You  sajr 
the  Transcendentalists  are  not  Christians,  because  they 
do  not  believe  in  your  particular  notions  of  miracles,  — 
in  your  particular  views  of  the  Bible.  For  one,  I  turn 
the  tables  on  you,  and  solemnly  here  say,  that  I  am  the 
believer,  and  you  are  the  skeptics.  Many  a  Transcen- 
dentalist  sees  more,  not  less,  in  the  Bible,  than  the  ma- 
jority of  Unitarians  ;  more,  not  less,  in  Christ.  Mira- 
cles !  brethren.  This  is  the  grand  marvel  and  mystery 
in  the  history  of  Jesus,  that  a  human  being  should  have 
lived  in  unbroken  communion  with  the  Infinite  God.  Hia 
whole  life,  word,  action,  was  an  overflow  of  the  super- 
human through  the  human.  And  do  you  tell  me  I  am 
an  infidel,  because  I  think  your  standard,  by  which  to 
measure  this  beloved  Son  of  God,  is  a  most  meagre  and 
unsatisfactory  one  ?  Do  you  call  me  an  infidel,  because 
I  see  in  the  Bible  only  a  part  of  God's  world-filling  rev- 
elation, which  is  progressively  unfolding  through  the 
ages  ?  If  I  am  an  unbeliever,  it  is  because  I  believe 
that  the  whole  of  human  life,  in  individuals  and  nations, 
is  far  more  sacred,  and  more  pervaded  with  Grod's  pres- 
ence, than  do  the  most. 

It  is  sad  for  one  who  is  oppressed  with  the  sense  of 
his  own  and  the  popular  ignorance,  to  see  any  attempt  to 
hinder  the  search  afler  truth.  The  age  is  without  a 
creed  ;  we  are  a  generation  of  seekers.    It  is  the  price* 
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less  priTil^e  of  the  Unitarian  denomination,  if  we  only 
knew  how  to  value  it  aright,  that  we  have  dared  to  con- 
fess our  want  of  divine  knowledge,   and  our  longing  to 
gain  it.     We  need  a  theology,  and  as  yet  we  have  nothing 
that  deserves  the  name  of  one  ;  no  !  not  even  the  funda- 
mental principle  or  corner-stone  of  such  a  theology,  as 
every  scholar  and  every  thoughtful  man  in  the  denomina- 
tion must  surely  know.     And  in  such  a  state  of  things, 
amidst  such  intellectual  barrenness,  are  we  to  urge  an  ex- 
clusive policy,  to  deaden  the  efforts  of  inquirers,  to  cast 
out  independent  thinkers  P     It  is  the  poorest  economy  of 
spiritual  treasures.     We  have,  from  not  trusting  liberty, 
allowed  too  much  of  a  timorous,  prejudiced,  stereotyped 
mode  of  thought  and  action  to  grow  up.    Lately,  a  friend, 
who  does  not  doubt  that  he  at  least  is  a  good  Christian, 
—  and  to  this  I  heartily  assent,  —  said  to  me,  **  We  are 
drawing  closer  and  closer  the  lines,  and  shall  soon  shut 
you  heretics  out  of  all  our  pulpits."    To  which  I  replied, 
and  I  think  the  answer  a  fair  one,  "You  cannot  exclude 
me  from  the  church  of  Christ,  if  you  would,  for  I  am  a 
member  of  it  by  God's  permission,  and  not  yours.     And  I 
would  not  exclude  you,  if  I  could  ;  for  I  see,  in  spite  of 
your    bigotry,  that  you   are  truly  a  child  of  Heaven." 
Brethren  I  this  exclusive  spIFit  is,  among  us,  an  absurd 
inconsistency,  and  is  destined  soon,  I  trust,  to  pass  ut- 
terly and  for  ever  away.     We  have  no  creed  ;  it  is  pre- 
posterous to  pretend  it.     We  have  not  a  theology ;  but 
we  have  what  is  far  better,  —  a  divine  life  of  love  in  the 
heart ;  and  if  we  but  give  to  this  a  full  expression  in  our 
deeds,  the  temple  of  truth  shall  gradually  be  built  up, 
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under  whose  dome,  amid  whose  circliog  waUs,  we  maj 
walk  freely  to  worship. 

And  this  brings  us  to  a  consideration  of  our  second 
great  principle,  Holiness.  And  what  is  holiness  ?  It  is 
the  life  of  God  in  the  8oul  of  man;  it  is  divine  love 
entering  into  and  pervading  the  human  will  with  its  own 
exceeding  peace  and  joy  and  incommunicable  glorj. 
This  principle  should  be  the  very  distinction  of  a  denom* 
ination  who  call  God  the  Heavenly  Father.  But  have 
we  in  its  purity  and  fulness  the  "  spirit  of  adoption  "  ?  do 
we  dare  to  believe  that  we  can  be  children  of  Grod,  and 
heartily  aspire  to  become  so  ? 

Have  we  not  erred  in  two  directions,  and  quenched  the 
spirit  by  two  opposite  forms  of  doubt  ?  And  first,  have 
not  some  of  us  too  much  turned  away  from  the  **  doc- 
trines of  grace,"  so  called?  Disgusted  with  prevalent 
fonaticism  and  enthusiasm,  were  we  not  prompted,  in  a 
most  indiscriminate  rnannet*,  to  reject  the  sublime  truth  of 
spiriiual  influence  ?  It  was  a  sad  day,  friends,  when  we 
did  this.  We  talked  of  virtue,  of  goodness.  It  was  well 
so  far.  But  what  is  virtue,  what  is  goodness  ?  Is  not 
virtue,  the  power  of  manly  will,  reformed  and  renewed  by 
our  fresh  impressions  of  the  divine  will  ?  Is  not  good- 
ness the  power  of  God  within  us  ?  What  we  were  called 
to  teach  was  the  awful  fact  of  a  perpetual  regeneration. 
We  needed  to  feel  and  to  assert,  as  none  had  ever  done, 
that  God  is  indeed  a  Father,  because  man  in  his  spiritual 
life  is  for  ever  newborn  from  him.  We  should  have 
taught,  in  its  full  length  and  breadth,  the  truth,  that  man's 
life  is  a  received  life,  not  an  inherent  one ;  that  man  is 
nothing  trusting  in  himself,  but  that  he  becomes  divine 
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bj  trusting  in  God  ;  that  immortality  is  the  perpetual 
communion  with  the  ever-living  Being  of  Beings.  We 
should  have  acknowledged  the  glorious  promise  and  wel- 
come given  to  us  in  the  life  of  Christ,  our  elder  brother, 
the  Beloved  Son  ;  we  should  have  pressed  on  with  hum* 
ble  eagerness  to  learn,  what  profound  meaning  was  wrapt 
in  that  parting  prayer  of  benediction,  may  **  they  all  be 
one,  as  we  are  oneJ**  Oneness  with  God,  brethren,  that  is 
holiness,  the  holiness  we  should  have  sought. 

And  now,  on  the  other  hand,  have  not  s6me  of  us,  by  a 
natural  reaction,  been  driven  into  the  opposite  extreme  ? 
Are  there  not  those,  who,  chilled  in  the  air  of  frigid 
moralism  and  elegant  proprieties  which  once  filled  many 
Unitarian  churches,  have  sought  to  rekindle  a  fire  on  the 
altar  of  their  hearts  with  the  mouldering  ashes  of  Ortho- 
doxy ?  I  know,  as  all  must,  what  may  be  well' called  the 
pietistic  phase  of  the  Unitarian  movement.  The  motive 
of  this  tendency  to  devoutness  has  been  an  uneasy  sense 
of  spiritual  want  ;  it  is  a  confession  of  conscious  dead- 
ness  of  spirit ;  it  shows  the  resurrection  of  a  higher 
feeling  ;  it  must  result  in  good.  Not  a  word  have  I,  in 
my  heart,  to  say  against  prayer-meetings  and  conference- 
meetings';  on  the  contrary,  I  could  cheerfully  unite  in 
them.  But  this  I  do  feel  constrained  by  love  of  truth  to 
ask,  —  Has  there  not  been  too  much  of  imitation  and  of 
contagious  sympathy  in  all  this,  and  not  enough  of 
spontaneous,  fresh,  original  impulse  ?  It  seems  to  me  to 
be  in  some  sort  a  digression  from  our  special  path  into 
beaten  highways.  We  were  charged  to  add  to  existing 
modes  of  piety  yet  a  new  mode.  It  was  not  the  asceti- 
cifloi  of  the  Catholic  saint,  not  the  stern  gloom  of  the 
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Puritan,  not  the  joyous  rapture  of  the  Methodist,  not  the 
quiet,  self-concentred  thought  of  the  Friend,  which  we 
were  summoned  to  illustrate,  but  a  wholly  new  form  of 
embodying  the  divine  life  in  the  human.  Beginning 
from  an  unqualified  trust  in  the  perfect  Ioto  of  the  Heav- 
enly Father,  it  was  for  us  to  have  passed  into  a  triumphant 
hope  of  man  transfigured  by  the  indwelling  spirit  of  God  ; 
to  have  recognized  the  profound  mystery  of  conscience, 
by  which  a  door  for  ever  opens  into  the  Holy  of  Holies, 
where  on  the  tabernacle  shines  always  the  light  of  Divine 
Goodness  ;  to  have  looked  upon  every  human  being  as  a 
sacred  temple,  whose  polluted  courts  were  to  be  cleansed, 
whose  down-cast  altars  reared  again  ;  to  have  regarded 
earth  as  a  home  to  be  brightened  and  made  beautiful  by  a 
redeemed  race  of  men  working  in  concert.  In  a  word, 
the  kind  of  piety  we  were  destined  to  express  was  the 
daily,  hourly  sacrifice  of  a  joyous,  hopeful,  vigorous, 
manly,  devoted  cooperation  with  God,  in  the  multiplica- 
tion of  good. 

And  this  leads  us  to  our  third  principle,  •—  Love.  In 
estimating  the  importance  of  this  we  have  boasted  that  we 
surpass  all  denominations.  We  surely  ought  so  to  do. 
Our  whole  doctrine  of  human  nature,  of  man's  relation  to 
God,  of  his  destiny,  should  prompt  us  to  a  love  akin  at 
least  to  the  perfect  disinterestedness  of  Jesus.  But  has  it 
been  so?  How  many  have  practically  carried  out  their 
faith  in  the  dignity  of  man  ?  Nay,  how  many  are  there 
rather,  who,  dismayed  by  individual  and  social  degrada- 
tions, consider  all  high  hope  for  man,  all  earnestness  in 
reform,  to  be  either  foolish  visionariness  or  dangerous 
radicalism.     Brethren,  we  have  the  reputation  of  being, 
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next  to  the  Episcopalians,  the  most  conservative  denomi- 
nation. And  verily  I  think  it  must  be  granted,  that,  judged 
by  the  light  of  our  principles,  we  have  been  a  backward, 
timid,  inefficient  body.  Shall  I  give  an  illustration  which 
this  place  forces  on  my  heart  ?  O,  oflen  do  I  wish,  that 
I  was  not  by  name  and  blood  connected  with  the  sainted 
man  whose  lips  poured  streams  of  life  from  yonder  desk, 
that  I  might  speak  of  him  as  I  know  he  merits,  without 
the  possibility  of  any  one's  imputing  to  me  a  selfish  motive! 
But,  even  at  the  risk  of  having  it  thought,  that  something 
of  the  Devil  mingles  with  what  should  be  purely  of  heaven, 
will  1  say,  here  and  now,  what  truth  commands.  I  ask, 
then,  directly,  whether  there  are  not  many  men  who  now 
praise  William  EUery  Channing,  who  when  he  was  living 
looked  coldly  on  him,  censured  him  ?  It  is  not  many' 
years  since,  in  public,  these  words  were  spoken :  —  "  I  am 
ashamed  to  belong  to  a  denomination  of  which  Dr.  Chan* 
ning  is  the  head."  There  were  many,  perhaps  some  now 
present,  who,  when  he  advocated  the  rights  of  the  slave, 
and  plead  the  cause  of  the  working  classes,  called  that 
noble  being  a  fanatic  and  a  Jacobin.  This  is  a  fact,  is  it 
not,  friends  ?  and  if  he  is  here  to-night,  he  knows  it,  not 
in  anger,  but  in  deep,  tender  sorrow.  There  are  others, 
who,  holding  aloof  from  the  great  reform  movements  of 
the  day,  —  from  what  motive  God  and  their  own  con- 
sciences best  know,  —  hide  themselves  behind  his  mantle, 
and  justify  their  course  by  his  example.  They  know  not 
the  man  they  thus  injured  by  their  praises.  How  can  we 
tell  in  words  the  bitter  trial  of  that  living  heart  which,  cut 
off  from  vigorous  action  by  utter  weakness,  holding  on  to 
life  but  by  a  thread,  sinking  spent  upon  the  journey  be- 
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fore  half  its  work  was  done,  looked  round  for  the  yonng, 
the  brave,  the  strong,  to  carry  out  in  deed  what  all  the 
principles  he  advocated  demanded,  —  and  found   them 
not.     Brethren,  the  true  way  to  honor  this  spiritual  father 
of  so  many  of  us  is  to  do  what  he  would  have  done.    The 
lesson  of  his  life  was  humanity.     It  should  be  the  indomi* 
table  purpose  of  our  whole  denomination  to  justify  its 
respect  for  human  nature  by  elevating  man.     We  have 
done  well  to  carry  on,  even  as  we  have,  the  ministry  to 
the  poor.    But  do  we  not  all  acknowledge,  how  very  far 
short  we  fall  of  a  truly  Christian  life,  — of  a  life  like  Hia 
who  glorified  the  lowest  menial  act  by  the  splendor  of  his 
love  ?    Have  we  brought  Christian  principle  to  bear  upon 
the  world  around  us  as  we  might  ?    Look  at  commerce, 
with  its  sordid  aims  and  all-pervading  atmosphere  of  mer- 
cenariness.    Look  at  the  relations  of  capital  and  labor,  at 
existing  castes,  at  growing  social  evils.    Look  at  poverty, 
intemperance,  licentiousness,  popular  ignorance.    Look 
at  slavery,  and  our  nation's  shame.     It  is  not  enough  to 
build  Gothic  churches  ;  it  behooves  us  to  see  that  the  men 
and  women  who  worship  in  them  aVe  reared  into  a  living 
temple  by  the  strong  cement  of  love.    We  must  carry  out 
our  holiness  in  love.     The  angels  visit  us  only  on  condi* 
tion  that  we  give  again  the  gifts  they  bring  from  Him 
whose  joy  is  to  diffuse  himself  for  ever  and  everywhere  in 
fresh  bounty. 

And  now,  friends,  if  any  remark  by  me  here  uttered 
has  given  pain,  I  regret  it,  and  still  more  the  occasion  of 
it.  If  the  intermingling  of  my  own  personal  feeling  has 
been  the  cause  of  the  suffering,  I  ask  my  brother's  pardon. 
But  if  the  truth  has  cut  him  to  the  quick,  then  let  him 
welcome  such  grief  as  a  healing  angel. 


S31  TWKNTT-FIltST   ANNUAL  REPORT.  47 

I  end  as  I  began  ;  it  is  the  love  I  bear  to  the  principles 
of  this  denomination  which  has  forced  from  me  these  frank 
confessions.    I  have  no  words  to  express  my  view  of  the 
glorious  destiny  of  this  body  of  Christian  disciples,  if  they 
are  but  faithful.     The  old  Catholic  Church  was,  as  it 
were,  the  trunk  of  the  tree  of  life.    The  branches  were 
the  dividing  sects  ;  the  leaves  were  the  various  doctrines  ; 
but  now  in  this  age  of  humanity,  the  blossoms  of  hope, 
each  separate,  yet  all  in  concert,  nod  together,  and  the 
ripe  fruits  of  charity  kiss  one  another,  as  the  breeze  of  the 
Spirit  sweeps  by,  saying,  the  time  of  the  harvest  has  come. 
Individuality   in  union,  independence   and  cooperation, 
freedom  of  the  separate  members,  but  central  harmony, 
from  one  all*pervading  life  of  divine  love,  — *  this  is  the 
temper  of  the  new  Catholic  Church.    I  rejoice  to  believe, 
as  our  honored  brother  Putnam  said  the  other  day,  that 
an  unequalled  opportunity  is  given  to  us  to  realize  this 
great  idea  of  liberty  in  unity.     In  the  inspiration  of  hu- 
manity, which  fills  this  age  and  Christendom,  is  the  pledge 
of  heaven  descending  upon  earth.     It  is  coming,  —  that 
New  Jerusalem.    Are  we  ready  ?    If  we  are  not,  God  can 
well  afford  to  spare  us.    But   if  with  hopeful,  humble 
hearts,  we  give  ourselves  up  to  universal  love,  then  with 
what  welcome  will  our  Father,  and  Christ,  and  the  spirits 
of  humane  and  heroic  men  of  all  ages  receive  us  to  their 
high  communion  f 

Geo.  S.  Hillard,  Esq.,  then  addressed  the  meeting  as 
fellows :  — 

Mr.  President,  —  I  propose  to  speak  upon  some  topics, 
rather  suggested  by  the  resolutions,  than  directly  em- 
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braced  by  the  terms  of  any  oae  of  them.    The  moral  and 
religious  world  presents  different  aspects,  according  to  the 
point  of  view  from  which  it  is  contemplated.     As  I  am  a 
layman  and  a  lawyer,  I  am  led  to  look  more  at  the  con- 
duct of  Christians  than  their  creeds.    Christianity  is  made 
up  of  doctrines  and  precepts.      Respecting  the  former, 
there  are  and  always  will  be  diversities  of  opinion  among 
men,  and  those  diversities  are   independent  of  the  will. 
Respecting  the  latter,  there  can  be  no  substantial  differ- 
ence among  men  of  sound  minds.    Men  may  differ  widely, 
for  instance,  as  to  the  essential  nature  of  Christ,  his  rela- 
tion to  God  and  to  the  human  soul,  but  there  can  be  no 
doubt  as  to  the  inestimable  value  of  the  rules  of  conduct 
which  he  prescribed.     These  rules  are  sufficient  for  the 
guidance  of  man  in  every  possible  relation  in  which  he 
may  be  placed.     Their  application  was  first  limited  to  in* 
dividuals.    In  the  early  ages  of  the  church  there  were  men 
and  women  whose  lives  were  crowned  and  embellished 
with  all  the  Christian  virtues  ;  but  these  were  bright  points 
in  the  general  moral  darkness.     It  was  long  before  Chris- 
tianity began  to  be  felt  in  masses,  societies,  and  communi- 
ties.   Its  progress  has  been  always  from  the  smaller  to  the 
larger  circles  of  humanity.     At  this  moment,  whatever 
honorably  distinguishes  this  age  from  those  that  have  gone 
before  it,  —  the  movements  in  favor  of  peace,  temperance, 
and  prison  discipline,  the  provision  made  for  poverty  and 
insanity,  reforms  in  criminal  law,  the  interest  felt  by  the 
more  favored  in  the  less  favored  classes,  —  are  all  the 
slowly-gained  triumphs  of  Christianity  over  the  natural 
hardness  and  selfishness  of  the  human  heart. 
The  most  comprehensive  relation  is  that  which  man 
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•mtaiiis  to  the  state.  For  this  the  last  and  highest  triumph 
of  Christianity  is  reserred.  When  this  is  accomplished, 
Christianity  and  politics  will  be  identical.  That  we  are 
far,  very  far,  from  this  standard  will  not  be  denied.  The 
conduct  of  nations,  especially  in  their  external  relations, 
fijb  below  not  merely  the  Christian  standard  of  duty,  but 
e?en  below  that  which -may  be  drawn  from  the  writings  of 
virtuous  pagans,  such  as  Confucius  or  Plato.  They  seem 
as  yet  to  be  wholly  swayed  by  the  selQsh  passions  of  the 
natural  man.  To  prove  this,  I  need  not  go  back  to  former 
times,  nor  yet  cross  over  to  another  hemisphere.  I  can 
find  proofs  and  illustrations  in  rank  profusion  upon  our 
own  soil.  And  heVe  you.  will  indulge  me  in  some  plain- 
ness of  speech,  doing  roe  the  justice  to  believe  that  my 
point  of  view  is  not  that  of  a  party  politician. 

We  have  been  for  some  time,  and  are  now,  in  interest- 
ing and  critical  relations  with  two  states,  —  England  and 
Mexico.  Our  dispute  with  England  turns  upon  a  question 
of  territory,  of  more  c^  less  land.  Now  the  Christian  rule 
or  sentiment  expressed  bythe  words,  "  in  honor  preferring 
one  another,"  would  suffice  to  settle  such  a  question  in 
twenty-four  hours.  Yet  in  the  debates  of  Congress  on 
this  sublet,  what  elevated  Christian  sentiment  has  been 
uttered  ?  Who  has  ventured  to  suggest,  that  some  respect 
was  due  to  the  lurecepts  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  in  interna- 
tional relations  ?  On  the  contrary,  we  have  heard  some- 
times sentiments  of  the  most  odious  ferocity,  and  some* 
times  of  the  most  sordid  rapacity.  We  have  heard  men 
avowing  sometimes  the  motives  of  pirates,  and  sometimes 
those  of  pedlers ;  but  never  those  of  Christian  statesmen 

and  legislators.    Of  course,  I  do  not  say  that  all  the  de- 
▼o|..  zix.  —  no.  227.  5 
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bates  were  of  so  low  a  tone,  hot  I  do  say  thai  Ike  lugiieat 
note  of  sentiment  uttered  was  net  high  enough. 

Then  look  at  Mexico,  and  how  we  have  stood,  and  are 
standing,  towards  her.  I  am  not  going  to  unfold  the 
record  of  our  shame  ;  it  woold  be  a  long  tale  and  a  sad 
one.  I  contend  that  oar  course  towards  Mexico  is  not 
warranted  even  bj  that  inferior  and  selfish  code  whieh  Im 
laid  down  by  writers  on  public  law,  and  it  is  as  for  below 
the  Christian  standard  as  the  earth  is  below  the  heavens. 
We  have  happily  blended  therein  the  robber,  the  tyrant, 
and  the  bully.  Yet  is  there  any  public  man  that  gives 
utterance  to  «  sentiment  of  Ohristtan  reprobation  of  our 
conduct  ?  Is  there  any  one  who  sounds  out  with  a  voice 
of  power  the  noble  word,  duty,  in  the  ears  of  our  people  ? 
In  a  moment  Congress  votes  millions  of  money  to  carry 
on  this  wicked  and  most  unchristian  war,  but  how  slowly 
does  a  measure,  which  has  for  its  object  the  diffusion  of 
truth  among  men,  toil  and  lag  through  that  body  !  Widi 
how  feeble  and  languid  a  grasp  does  it  seize  upon  their 
attention !  How  often  are  its  friends  doomed  to  disap* 
poihtment  and  defeat !  How  cold  and  sluggish  are  the 
movements  of  our  virtues  !  how  vivid  and  ii^nse  those  of 
our  passions  !  The  one  is  the  feeble  pecking  of  the  dove  ; 
the  other,  the  fierce  rending  of  the  eagle. 

I  am  told  that  there  is  a  portion  of  the  public  preaa 
which  openly  proclaims  and  exults  that  no  public  man 
dares  oppose  this  war  because  of  the  obloquy  and  political 
proscription  which  followed  the  opponents  of  the  last  war 
with  England.  If  this  be  true,  *'  O  shame,  where  is  thy 
blush  ?  *'  on  what  feeble  reeds  and  trembling  bulnishes 
does  the  fabric  of  our  national  glory  rest ! 
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I  eM  upon  the  moral  and  religious  portion  of  our  con^ 
muntty  to  rebuke  the  deteatable  aentiment,  that  our  countrjr 
18  to  he  anpported  whether  right  or  wrong.    Would  that 
the  breath  of  a  true  and  calm  courage  could  be  breathed 
into  our  public  men,  that  they  might  lift  themaelTea  above 
the  showa  and  ahadowa  that  are  around  them,  and  take 
eounael  of  conaideratioaa  above  and  beyond  ''the  flight 
of  time."    Man's  essential  dignity  is  derived  only  ftom 
those  elements  which  are  unseen  and  eternal.    What  is 
his  mortal  life  ?    A  brief  spark,  glowing  for  a  moment, 
and  aoon  swallowed  up  in  the  jaws  of  darkness.     But  this, 
'^  our  bank  and  shoal  of  time,"  is  overarehed  and  encom* 
passed  by  majestic  and  eternal  truths,  which,  from  a&r, 
pour  round  our  darkling  paths  the  light  of  heaven.    To 
see  a  man  unconscious  of  these  mighty  and  spiritual  real- 
ities, and  swayed  only  by  those  motives  which  are  of  the 
perishing  brood  of  earth,  anxious  about  this  man's  smile 
and  that  man's  vote,  smitten  by  dread  of  popular  obloquy, 
paralysed  by  the  miserable  fear  of  a  miserable  prees,  is, 
indeed,  a  moumfiil  apectade.    A  sadder  sight  the  earth 
can  hardly  show.    I  am  struck  with  the  low  tone  of  moral 
sentiment  among  our  politicians  and  public  men.     Intel- 
lectually speaking,  they  may  be  superior  to  the  people  at 
large,  their  couitituents ;  but,  in  a  moral  point  of  view, 
they  are  ioferior.     We  are  better  than  our  rulers.     The 
race  of  public  men  is  sadly  degenerated.     We  must  in<» 
tredooe  a  noMer  stock.    I  wish  to  see  men  -in  office  who 
will  turn  towards  the  tyranny  of  a  minority  the  same  reao- 
Inte  ceuntenanee  with  whtoh   Paul  met  the  embodied 
majesty  of  Rome  at  Cmsarea,  and  so  reasoned  of  *^  right- 
eousness, temperance,  and  judgment  to  come,"  that  Felix 
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trembled  ;  —  who  will  meet  the  roar  of  popular  madii4 
with  the  calm  eoul  of  George  Fox,  who  reoords  of  hiaMalfp 
that,  when  placed  in  the  dock  te  he  tried  as  a  ibloo,  the 
apirit  of  the  Lord  so  came  open  him,  that,  when  he  aroae, 
the  judge  aud  jury  became  as  dead  mea  under  hie  feet ; 
who  will  see  a  scoffing,  hissing  majority  as  so  many  dead 
men  under  their  feet,  if  the  path  of  doty  should  lie  through 
them  and'orer  them. 

I  would  hold  up  no  visionary  and  fantastic  standard  of 
conduct.  I  have  no  respect  for  what  Milton  calls  ''a 
fugitive  ignd  cloistered  virtue."  The  work  of  the  world 
must  be  done,  and  a  morbid  and  over«sensttive  conscience, 
which  only  doubts  and  dreams,  is  hardly  to  be  commended, 
certainly  not  to  be  imitated.  I  would  strangthen  my  posi- 
/tions  by  the  great  authority  of  Mr.  Burke,  whose  goldm 
pen  dropped  truth  and  wisdom  in  its  moit  careless  move- 
ments. In  one  of  his  recently  published  letters,  he  says, 
'*  The  principles  of  true  politics  are  merely  those  of  m<H 
rality  enlarged."  And  where  are  the  purest  priaoiples  of 
morality  to  be  found  ?  I  need  not  answer,  in  the  New 
Testament. 

The  great  problem  for  the  Christian  world  now  to  ao- 
complish  is,  to  effect  a  closer  union  between  religion  and 
politics.  They  have  too  long  been  estranged  and  at  va- 
riance. There  is  a  sort  of  division  of  labor  in  society, 
which  is  any  thing  but  satisfiictory  or  encouraging.  We 
have  one  class  of  men  to  carry  on  government,  another  te 
transact  the  common  busineis  of  life,  and  another  to  do 
our  religion  and  morality.  Hence  our  wise  men  are  not 
good,  and  our  good  men  are  not  wise.  I  make  this  as  a 
general   remark,  subject,  of  coursOi  to  exceptions  aad 


SB7  TWBllTf^rjRflT  ANNUAL    EtVOBT* 

qualifietttions.  The  wise  moD  of  o«r  eountfj  mt%  not 
•piffilttaUj  nunded.  They  are  engaged  in  the  pttraait  of 
wealth,  of  profeafional  and  political  eocceM  ;  they  are 
developing  the  ittdaatrial  resonrcea  of  the  country,  and 
adding  to  its  material  wealth.  The  ends  they  pursue  ate 
not  high,  but  they  show  an  adnurable  aagacity  tn  die 
aeana  they  use  to  accomplish  them.  On  the  other  hand^ 
the  good  men  ate  not  conspicuous  for  wisdom  of  sagacl* 
ty.  They  pursue  high  aims,  but  d#  not  choose  the  best 
means.  Their  goodness  is  visionary,  unpractical,  and 
fanaliqal.  They  awaken  the  scarcely  suppressed  con* 
tempt  of  the  hard,  shrewd,  sagacious  man  of  the  worM« 
These  latter  hardly  pay  them  the  compliment  of  sincerity* 
They  do  not  go  to  them  if  they  want  advice  in  any  doubt* 
fttl  matter,  as  the  investment  of  property,  the  purchase  of 
an  estate,  the  marriage  of  a  son  or  daughter.  We  in«> 
stinctively  associate  eminent  goodness  with  want  of  force 
of  character,  and  feebleness  of  intellectual  fibre.  Thus 
the  children  of  darkness  are  wiser  in  their  generatkMi 
than  the  children  o£  light.  We  give  our  poor  tithes  to 
heaven,  while  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil  exact 
the  other  nine  parts  of  our  effiirts,  our  energies,  and  our 
thoughts* 

Brethren,  this  is  a  fearful  mistake,  and  fearfully  shall 
we  answer  it,  if  it  be  not  amended.  Let  it  be  borne  ever 
in  mind,  that  the  foundations  of  material  proaperity  mm 
moral,  and  that  there  can  be  no  soundness  in  the  body 
politic,  unless  the  principles  of  Christian  morality  flow« 
and  cireulale  through  it,  like  the  blood  in  the  natural 
body.  If  we  leave  the  moral  and  religious  interests  of  the 
ooontry  m  the  hands  of  clergymen,  of  women,  and  of  a 

6» 
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few  TifioBatj  and  fimalieal  laymen ;  if  the  ahtewdn 
and  sagacity  of  the  conntry  are  to  be  alMwrfoed  in  tlie  ac- 
enmulation  of  property  ;  —  if  the  poUiics  of  the  coun- 
try are  given  over  to  reckleaa  demagogaes,  venal  office- 
aaekera,  and  unprincipled  editors,  our  weaM  and  material 
prosperity  will  rest  upon  foundations  as  uncertain  as  thone 
of  «  palace  built  upon  the  crater  of  a  voicano.  The  p<^ 
itios  of  the  country,  using  that  word  in  Its  most  compre- 
hensive sense,  are  matters  of  deep  concern  to  all  of  us. 
We  cannot  daff  them  aside  and  let  them  pass,  if  we 
would  ;  and  we  ought  not  to,  if  we  could.  They  include 
our  highest  temporal  interests.  They  form  the  frame- 
work which  incloses  and  gives  support  to  all  the  rest. 
We  must  elevate  and  exalt  them.  We  must  intnist  the 
work  of  government  to  cleaner  hands  and  purer  hearts. 
We  must  rebuke  the  doctrine,  whether  directly  main- 
tained,  or  indirectly  sanctioned,  that  the  morality  of  the 
Gospel  is  too  fine  for  use.  We  must  bring  about  a  union 
between  wisdom  and  goodness.  We  must  dedicate  the 
most  vigorous  faculties  of  roan  to  the  highest  ends.  We 
must  enlist  the  passions  in  the  cause  of  truth  and  virtue. 
We  must  make  men  do  good  and  be  good,  with  that  en- 
ergy and  intensity  with  which  they  now  pursue  wealth  or 
political  distinction,  or  make  love,  or  seek  rsvenge.  We 
must  have  men  to  rule  over  us  who  will  *'  hate  the  cow- 
ardice of  doing  wrong.*' 

My  thoughts  are  haunted  with  the  vision  of  a  Christian 
commonwealth,  in  which  every  man,  iriiatever  be  his 
flinction  or  office,  shall  feel  himself  to  be  an  anointed 
priest  of  the  Lord,  and  infuse  into  his  daily  life  the  spirit 
of  purity  and  devotkm,  in  which  the  diflbrent  sects  of  the 
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Christian  world  Bhall  laj  aside  their  theological  wrangling, 
and  enter  into  a  noble  atrife  to  see  who  shall  most  resem- 
ble, in  life  and  spirit,  Him  aAer  whose  name  thej  are 
called,  in  which  the  rent  fragments  of  Christ's  garment 
shall  be  woven  again  into  a  web  of  wholeness  and  beauty. 
Then  the  earth  will  become  a  temple,  and  the  roar  and 
hom  of  dailj  life  will  go  up  like  a  chorus  of  praise  and 
thanksgiving.  Brethren,  is  this  a  dream  and  no  more  ? 
■re  the  tares  ever  to  grow  in  the  field  of  the  Lord  ?  are 
the  feint  and  bleeding  hosts  of  truth  never  to  forego  their 
wasting  conflict,  and  are  the  meek  never  to  inherit  the 
land  that  is  promised  them  ?  -^The  end  is  afar,  and  can- 
not be  discerned.  Some  see  it  gilded  with  hope,  and 
some  darkened  with  gloom.  But  motives  to  effort  are  to 
be  drawn  from  sources  over  which  the  changing  moods 
of  our  own  mind  have  no  power.  The  past  we  cannot 
recall ;  the  feture  we  cannot  command  ;  the  "  fleet  an- 
gel "  of  the  present  we  can  seize  and  hold.  The  passing 
hour  we  can  crowd  with  heroic  action,  and  generous  sac- 
rifice. Brethren,  the  night  cometh,  in  which  no  man  can 
work  ;  let  us  so  live  and  work  while  it  is  day,  (hat  we  may 
lie  down  to  our  repose  with  no  unavailing  regrets,  — no 
stings  of  selAreproach. 

Rev.  Dr.  Gannett  made  a  few  very  appropriate  re- 
marks ;  after  which  the  Report  and  Resolutions  were 
accepted,  and  the  meeting  was  closed  by  singing  the 
Dismission  Hymn. 
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The  adjourned  meeting  was  held  io  the  chapel  of  the 
Church  of  the  Saviour,  at  ntne  o'clo4^k,  Xhuradaj  morn- 
mg.  Rev.  Charles  Brooks  in  the  chair.  The  meeting  was 
occupied  mostly  in  diaciissioas:  relating  to  the  TVayeUing 
Agency. 

The  following  amendment  to  the  Sfth  article  of  the 
Constitution  was  offered  hy  Rot.  Mr.  Palfrey»  of  Barn- 
stable :-r— 

•  "  The:officers  shall  be  a  President ;  fifteen  Vtce-Pnaei- 
dentfl  ;  a  Grenerai  Secretary^  who  shall  have  the  care  of 
all  the  business  and  interests  of  the  AsBOcialion  under 
the  control  of  the  £zeoutire  Committee  ;  an  Assistant 
Secretary,  who,  in  case  of  the  absence  or  sickness  o(  the 
Gienernl  Secretary,  shall  perform  such  duties  of  a  re- 
cording and  corresponding  secretary  as  may  require  im- 
mediate attention  ;  and  a  Treasurer ;  all  of  whom  shall 
be  chosen  annually  ;  and  six  Directors,  two  of  whom  ai 
least  shall  be  laymen,  of  whom  the  two  who  have  longest 
served  shall  retire  annually,  but  at  the  two  elections  next 
after  the  adoption  of  this  article,  the  two  who  ahall  retire 
shall  bo  determined  by  lot." 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  H« 


At  the  adjourned  meeting,  Rev*  Dr.  Ghinnett  offered  a 
series  of  Resolutions,  as  a  substitute  for  tboM  ofiered  in 
the  morning  by  Henry  H.  Fuller,  Esq.,  which  were  unan- 
imously adopted.    They  are  as  follows. 

Ruohedf  That  the  business  of  this  Association  has  so 
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mach  increafled,  and  the  opportunities  for  an  extension  of 
its  usefulness  have  so  multiplied,  that  it  is  proper  to  create 
a  permanent  office,  to  be  filled  by  a  Travelling  Agent,  so 
far  as  this  may  be  done  without  an  alteration  of  the  Con- 
stitotion. 

Renohed,  That  the  trial  of  such  an  office,  which  has 
been  made  during  the  last  year,  confirms  us  in  the  belief 
that  it  may  become  an  important  part  of  our  operations. 

Reiolvtd,  That  such  an  office  be  now  created,  to  con- 
tinue till  it  shall  be  abolished  by  vote  of  this  Association. 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  a  person  to  fill  this 
office  be  vested  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
and  that  they  be  instructed  to  make  such  appointment, 
annually,  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  annual  meeting. 

BeMohed,  That  the  salary  of  this  officer  be  determined 
by  the  Executive  Committee,  — subject  only  to  this  con- 
dition :  that  it  shall  not  exceed  $  1,000,  exclusive  of  trav- 
elling expenses. 

The  two  succeeding  resolutions,  offered  by  H.  H.  Ful- 
ler, Esq.,  were  unanimously  adopted. 

Resohed,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  authorized 
to  prescribe  the  duties  of  the  General  Secretary,  and  of 
the  Travelling  Agent,  respectively,  —  and  so  to  distribute 
said  duties  as  to  promote,  in  the  mo$i  efficient  manner,  the 
great  purposes  of  our  Association. 

BeBohed,  That  it  is  expedient  apd  detirable,  that  a  con- 
venient room  or  rooms  should  be  provided  for  the  use  of 
this  Association,  in  some  central  place  in  Boston,  which 
shall  be  kept  open  as  a  reading-room,  and  free  of  ac- 
cess, as  such,  during  all  the  business  hours  of  every 
Week  day,  under  the  charge  and  care  of  the  General 


Seeretary,  — •  and  in  which  shall  he  placed  the  hooka  and 
library  of  the  AMoeiation,  and  such  tracts  and  pami^ets 
as  they  may  possess,  for  sale  or  distribution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  N.  A.  Barrett,  Esq.,  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  Executive  Committee  he  instructed  to 
cause  to  he  issued  a  cheap  series  of  tracts,  of  a  practical 
character,  for  gratuitous  distribution.  Also,  to  make  ar* 
rangements  for  calling  conventions  in  as  many  County 
Associations  as  practicable,  during  the  present  year,  for 
awakening,  or  increasing,  an  interest  in  the  raisskmaiy 
cause,  if,  and  when,  they  deem  expedient. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Messrs.  Munasey,  Ellis, 
Hall,  and  Rogers,  for  their  valuable  services  as  members 
of  the  Executive  Board. 

The  meeting  was  dissolved. 
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CONSTITUTION 


OF   THE 


AMERICAN  UNITARIAN  ASSOCIATION. 


1.  Tri  name  of  this  AMociation  ahall  be  The  Amsricait  Uvita- 
BiAir  AaiociiTion. 

9.  Tiie  objeet  of  thia  Aaaoeiation  ahall  be  to  diffuae  the  knowledge 
and  promote  the  intereata  of  pure  Chriatianity  thronghoat  oor  countrj* 

3.  Unitarian  Cbriatiana  thronghoat  the  United  Statea  ahall  be  in^ 
Yited  to  unite  and  oodperate  with  thia  Aaaoeiation. 

4.  An  annual  aubaeription  of  one  dollar  ahall  conatitute  a  peraon  H 
membcvtlar  long  aa  auch  anbaeription  ahall  be  paid ;  and  a  aubaeription 
of  thirty  dollara  ahall  eonatitute  a  peraon  a  member  for  life. 

5.  The  offioera  ahall  be  a  Preaident,  fifteen  Vice-Preaidenta,  a 
General  Secretary,  who  ahall  have  the  care  of  all  the  buainesa  and 
intereata  of  the  Aaaoeiation  under  the  control  of  the  Ezecutive 
Committee,  an  Aaaiatant  Secretary,  who,  in  caae  of  the  abaenee  or 
aickneaa  of  the  General  Secretary,  shall  perform  auch  duUea  of  a 
recording  and  coneiponding  aeoretary  aa  may  require  immediate 
attention ;  a  Treaaurer  and  aix  Directora,  two  of  whom,  at  leaat,  ahall 
be  laymen ;  and  two  of  the  Directora  ahall  retire  annually. 

6.  The  Directora,  Seoretariea,  and  Treaaurer  ahall  conatitute  the 
Executive  Committee,  who  ahall  meet  onee  in  each  month,  and  ahall 
have  the  direction  of  the  ftinda  and  operations  of  the  Asaooiatiou. 

7.  An  annual  meeting  ahall  be  held,  at  auch  time  and  place  aa  the 
Ezecutite  Committee  ahall  deem  adTiaable,  of  which  due  notice  ahall 
be  given,  and  at  which  officera  ahall  be  cboaen,  reporta  be  made,  and 
any  other  boaioeaa  be  transacted  which  may  come  before  the  Aaao* 
ciation. 

8.  The  Executive  Committee  ahall  have  power  to  fill  any  Taeanoiea 
which  may  oecur  among  the  offioera  between  any  two  annual  meet* 
inga. 
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9.  Any  unendment  of  ihu  Conitttotion  shall  be  pvopoMd  at  one 
annual  meeting,  and  may  be  aooepted  at  tbe  next  annivereary,  if  two 
thirds  of  the  members  present  be  in  favor  of  such  amendments. 

10.  There  shall  also  be  a  Council  of  the  Association,  ooosisting  of 
not  less  than  twenty-five,  nor  more  than  ^-^— i—  members,  to  be 
nominated  by  the  presiding  officer,  and  chosen  by  a  hand  vote  at  tbe 
annual  meeting,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  whenever  it  is  neoessary,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Executive  Committee,  to  consider  and  deter- 
mine what  further  measures  may  be  taken  to  increase  the  usefulness 
of  the  Association,  by  what  means  they  may  be  carried  into  execution, 
and  in  what  manner  funds  can  be  provided  for  the  purpose.  The 
Council  shall  hold  a  stated  annual  meeting  oo  the  Thursday  suooeed- 
iag  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association,  ut  ibur  o'clock,  P.  M. 
The  Executive  Committee  shall  call  special  meetings  whenever  they 
shall  deem  it  necessary,  or  at  the  request  of  any  Awt  members  of  the 
Council;  and  twelve  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum.  Tbe 
powers  of  the  Executive  Committee  with  regard  to  all  maMevs  nol 
acted  upon  by  the  Couneil  are  to  remain  the  same  as  heielofine. 


Vole  passed  by  the  Exeoutive  Committee,  September  93, 1896,  ae 
amended  March  30. 1830. 

Ruolved,  That  every  member  of  the  Association  be  entitled  to  one 
copy  of  ^^ery  tract  of  HufirM  ami  tecand  mtms  published  by  the  As- 
sociation dmriMg  the  year  far  whkh  kii  nAtcriptiam  i$  Mtared, 

Vote  of  the  Executive  Committee,  passed  January  4, 1886w 

FsCsd,  That  no  Society  be  recognised  as  auxiliary  to  this  Ai 
tioB,  tiie.  terms  of  subscription  to  which  are  less  than  those 
in  the  Constitation  of  this  Association. 

Vote  passed  by  tbe  Executive  Committee,  June  20, 1833. 

PsCeil,  That  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  be  so  construed,* 
that  any  one  who  shall  pay  thirty  dollars  for  the  General  Agency  of 
tbe  American  Unitarian  Association,  either  at  once  or  by  annual  in* 
stalments  within  five  years,  shall  be  considered  a  liie-member. 
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CLERGYMEN  MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE. 

Tbb  following  elergymen  have  been  made  membera  for  life  of  the 
Anoeiation,  by  the  donation  of  thirty  dollars  or  more,  principally 
from  ladies  of  their  respective  societies. 


Abbott,  Abiel 
Alden,  Seth 
Alger,  Horatio 
Allen,  Joseph 

*  Andrews,  William 
Arnold,  A.  C.  L. 
Allen,  Joseph  H. 

*  Bancroft,  Aaron,  D.  D. 
Barrett,  Samuel 
Bartlett,  John 

Barry,  William 
*Baseom,  EsekielL. 
Bates,  Rcnben 
Bellows,  Henry  W. 
Bigelow,  Andrew,  D.  D. 

*  Braaer,  John,  D.  D. 
Briggs,  Charles 
Brigbam,  Charles  H. 
Brooks,  Charles 
Brooks,  Charles  T. 
Brown,  Addison 
Buckingham,  Edgar 
Bnmap,  George  W. 
Barton,  Warren 

*  Channing,  William  E.,  D.  D. 
dark,  Amos 

Clarke,  Samuel 
Cole,  Jonathan 
Colman,  Henry 
Coolidge,  J.  I.  T. 
Crafts,  E.  P. 
Crosby,  J. 


Canningham,  Frmncb, 
Cutler,  Curtis 
Chandler,  Seth 
Cordner,  John 

*  Damon,  David 
Dewey,  OrviUe,  D.  D. 
Doggett,  Theophilus  P. 
Edes,  Henry,  D.  D. 
Edes,  Henry  F. 

*  Edes,  Edward  H. 
Emmons,  Henry 
Everett,  O.  C. 
Ellis,  George  E. 
Farley,  Frederick  A. 
Field,  Joseph,  D.  D. 

*  Flint,  Jacob 
Flint,  James,  D.  D. 
Fosdick,  David 
Foz,  Thomas  B. 
Frothingham,  William 
Frost,  Bariillai 
Fumess,  William  H. 
Gage,  Nathaniel 
Gannett,  Ezra  S.,  D.  D. 
Gannett,  Thomas  B. 
Gray,  Frederick  T. 

*  Greenwood,  F.  W.  P.,  D.  D. 
Hall,  Edward  B. 

Hall,  Nathaniel 
Hamilton,  Luther 
Harrington,  Joseph,  Jr. 
Hedge,  F.  H. 
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Hill,  Alonzo 
HoUand,  F.  W. 
HoBmer,  George  W. 
Howe,  Moaes 
Hantington,  Frederick  D. 
Ingersoll,  George  G.,  D.  O. 
Johnion,  Rufus  A. 
Kendall,  James,  D.  D. 
Lamson,  AWan,  D.  D. 
Lincoln,  Calvin 

*  Little,  Robert 
Liveroiore,  A.  A. 
Loring,  Bailey 
Lothrop,  Samuel  K. 
Lambert,  Henry 
Lant,  William  P. 
May,  Samuel,  Jr. 
Merrick,  J.  M. 
Miles,  Henry  A. 
Morse,  William 
Moore,  Josiah 
Motte,  Melltsh  L 
Muzzey,  Artemas  B. 
Newell,  William 
Nichols,  Ichabod,  D.  O. 
Noyes,  Greorge  R.,  O.  D. 
Osgood,  Peter 
Osgood,  Samuel 
Osgood,  Joseph 
Palfrey,  John  G.,  O.  D. 
"*  Parker,  Nathan,  D.  D. 
Parker,  Theodora 
Parkman,  Francis,  D.  D. 
Parkman,  John 
Peabody,'0.  W.  B. 
Peabody,  William  fi.  O.,  D.  O. 
Pierpont,  John 

•  Phipps,  H.  G.  O. 


Putnam,  George,  D.  D. 
Pike,  Richard 
*Ri{^ey,  Em,  D.  D. 
Ripley,  George 
Ripley,  Samuel 
Richardson,  Joseph 
Robbins,  Chandler 
Robbins,  Samuel  D. 
Robinson,  Charles 
Rogers,  T.  F. 
Sanger,  Ralph 
Sears,  E.  H. 
Sewall,  Charles  C. 
Sewall,  Edmund  Q. 
Shackford,  C.  C. 
Simmons,  George  F. 
Smith,  Amos 
Smith,  J.  C. 
Stebbins,  Rufus  P. 
Stetson,  Caleb 

*  Storer,  John  P.  a 
Sullivan,  Thomas  R. 

*  Swett,  WilUam  G. 
Sargent,  J.  T. 
Stearns,  Oliver 
Thayer,  Christopher  T. 

*  Thayer,  Nathaniel,  D.  D. 
Thompson,  James,  D.  D. 
Thompson,  James  W. 
Waite,  Joeiah  K. 
Walker,  James,  D.  D. 

*  Ware,  Henry,  Jr.,  D.  D. 
Ware,  William 
Wellington,  Charles 

*  Wells,  George  W. 
Wheeler,  A.  D. 

*  Whitman,  Bernard 
Whitman,  Jaaon 
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Whitman,  Nathaniel 
Whitney»  F.  A. 
WilUamty  George  A. 
WUUs,  Martin  W. 


WeiM,  John 
Wilion,  £.  B. 
Withlngton^  Hiram 
Tonng,  Alexander 
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OTHER  MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE. 


Abbot,  Samuel 
Abbots  Exra 
Abboty  Harris 
Abbotty  MtM  Abi^l 
Adamfl|  Benjamin  T. 
Adams,  James,  Jr. 
Adams,  Philip 
Alger,  Cyras 
Alger,  Francis 
Ames,  Seth 
Ames,  David  W. 
Ames,  Mn.  David 
Andrews,  Ebenezer  T. 
Anthony,  Edward,  Esq. 
Aspinwall,  Samael 
Atherton,  Charles  H. 
Appleton,  Nathan 
Appleton,  Charles  T. 
Appleton,  Francis 
Appleton,  J.  R.,  Esq. 
Ball,  S.  S. 
Bancroft,  Mrs.  B.  D. 
Bangs,  Isaiah 
Barrett,  Nathaniel  A. 
Barker,  Joseph  A. 
Baker,  Henry  F. 
Bigelow,  Alanson 
Bigelow,  John 
•  Bird,  John  H. 
Bizby,  Miss  Kexiah 


Blanchard,  Hezekiah 
Blake,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Bliss,  Theodore 

*  Bond,  George 
Bond,  George  W. 

*  Bowditch,  Nathaniel 
Bowles,  Samael 
*Bradlee,  Joseph?. 
Brackett,  Samael  £. 
Brooks,  Peter  C. 
Brewster,  Oliver 
Brewster,  William 
Cartwright,  Charles  W. 
Carew,  Joseph 
Chapin,  Harvey 
Chapman,  Mrs.  Jonathan 
Chapman,  Mrs.  Margaret 

*  Childs,  Richards 
Clapp,  Joshua 
Clapp,  Mrs.  Mary 
Clapp,  Miss  Catharine 
Clarke,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Col  ton,  George 

*  Cotton,  John 
Cotton,  Joseph,  Jr. 
Cobb,  Elijah 
Coffin,  George  W. 
Cooke,  Mrs.  Mary  F. 
Coolidge,  Joseph 
Crocker,  James  H. 
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Crocker,  G«orge  A. 
Cashing,  T.  P. 
Cothman,  Henry  W. 
Crosby,  Wm. 
Dale,  Samuel  H. 
Dana,  Dexter 
Danforth,  Isaac 
Daseorob,  Thomas  R. 
DaTis,  Charles  S. 
Davis,  James 
Davis,  James,  Jr 
Davis,  Joseph 
Denny,  Daniel 
Diz,  Miss  D. 
Dorr,  Samuel 
Dorr,  John 
Draper,  James 
Dwight,  William 
Dwigbt,  George 
Dwight,  Mrs.  Mary 
Dwight,  Jonathan 
Davis,  J.  Amory 
Eager,  William 
Edwards,  Elishft 
Ellis,  David 
Ellis,  Jonathan,  Jr. 
Emerson,  George  B. 
Emmons,  John  L. 
Everett,  Otis 
*  Everett,  Moses,  Es^ 
Fairbanks,  Stephen 
Fairbanks,  Henry  P. 
Farley,  Mrs.  Frederick  A. 
Fearing,  Albert 
Fitch,  Jeremiah 
Fisher,  Joshua 
Foster,  Charles  W. 
Foster,  Charles  A. 


Foot,  Homer 
Fowie,  C.  S. 
Fowler,  James,  Es^ 
Francis,  Eben 
Frost,  George 
Gaasett,  Henry 
Grould,  Benjamin  A. 
Gould,  Lewis 
Gould,  Mrs.  Eliaabeth 
Gray,  Harrison 
Green,  Ezra 
Hammond,  Daniel 
Hammond,  Samoel 
Hall,  Jacob 

*  Hall,  Mrs.  Edward  B. 
Hall,  Sarah  B. 
Hawes,  Prince 
Hedge,  Barnabas 
Hewes,  Abraham,  Jr. 
Hewett,  H.  N. 
Heath,  Charles 
Hendee,  Charles  J. 
Hickling,  Charles 
Hoar,  Samuel 
Hodges,  George 
Holbrook,  Ann  B. 
Holland,  Mrs.  F.  W. 
Howard,  John 
Howard,  Charles 
Howard,  Abraluun 
Howe,  John 
Howe,  Zadock 
Hunt,  Nathaniel  P. 
Holmes,  Benjamin 
Inches,  Henderson 
Inches,  Miss 
Jackson,  Francis 
Jernegan,  Mrs.  hUxf 
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Johnion,  Jamei 

*  Johnson,  Milton 
Jonei|  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Jones,  Miss  Charlotte 

*  Kingf  Oedney 
King,  Daniel  P. 
King,  Saoinel  B. 
Knight,  Wro.  H.,  Esq. 
*Kuhn,  George  U. 
Liawrence,  Amos 

*  Lawrence,  Luther 
Lawrence,  William 
liamson,  Benjamin 
Lamson,  John 
Lane,  George 
Lewis,  S.  8. 
Lewis,  Mrs.  S.  S. 
Lincoln,  Oliver 
Lincoln,  M.  8. 
LiTermore,  Isaac 
Liyermore,  Greorge 
Lord,  George 
Lordy  IroTf 

Lord,  Mrs.  Sarah  C. 
Low,  Francis 
Low,  John  J. 
Low,  Mrs.  Rachel 
Low,  A.  A.,  Esq. 
Lombard,  Ammi  C. 
Loring,  William  J. 
Loring,  J. 
May,  Joseph      ^ 
May,  Samuel 
Marsh,  Ephraim 
Manley,  John  R. 
Manley,  Miss  Mary 
Manley,  Mrs.  Abigail 
Mellen^  Michael 
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•  Metcalf,  E.  W. 
Miles,  Mrs.  Henry  A. 
Morgan,  Charles  W. 
Morton,  Ichahod 

*  Munson,  Israel 
Manning,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Newell,  J.  R. 
Newman,  Henry,  Esq. 
Newman,  Miss  Mary 
Newman,  Miss  Margaoat 
Nichols,  Charles  C. 
Nichols,  Miss  C.  K. 
Olmsted,  Charles  H. 
Ome,  William  W. 
Osborn,  Kendall 
Osgood,  Isaac 

Otis,  Harrison  G. 
Owen,  John 
Parker,  Daniel  P. 
Parsons,  Thomas 
Parsons,  William 
Parkman,  George 

*  Parkman,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Peabody,  Joseph 

»  Peabody,  Mrs.  W.  B.  O. 

•  Peele,  Willard 
Perkins,  Thomas  H. 
Pettes,  Henry 

*  Pickman,  T.  Benjamin 
Pickman,  Dudley  L. 
Pierce,  8. 

Pierce,  John  B. 
Pray,  Lewis  G. 
Preble,  William  P. 

•  Prescotl,  William 
Prentiss,  John 
Phillips,  Stephen  C. 
Phillips,  Hon. 
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Phillipt,  Mrs.  John 
Patnam,  Mn.  George 
Rantoul,  Robert 
Rice,  Henry 
Rich&rdjon,  James  B. 
Rboades,  Stephen 
Roberts,  Amos  M. 
Rogers,  John 
Rogers,  John  Gray 
Rnssell,  John  B. 
Rnssell,  Nathaniel 
Salisbury,  Samuel 
Saunders,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Savage,  James 
Sawyer,  Samuel,  9d. 
SeaTer,  Creorge 

*  Seaver,  Charles 
Seaver,  Benjamin 
Sewall,  Daniel 
Sewsll,  Mrs.  Amy  P. 
Shaw,  Robert  G^ 
Shaw,  Lemuel 
Shaw,  Francis  G. 
Shaw,  W.  G.,  Esq. 
ShoTe,  Jonathan 
Smith,  Melanethon 
Smith,  Mrs.  D. 
Smith,  Joseph  M. 
South  wick,  Philip  R. 
Sprague,  Noah  P. 

*  Stanton,  Francis 
Stearns,  Henry  ^ 
Stephens,  Nathan 
Stone,  Lowell  M. 

*  Story,  Joseph 
Swett,  Samuel 
Sweetser,  Samuel 
•SutliTan,  WilHam 


8L  John,  Samuel 
Stebbins,  Festus 
Townsend,  Henry  D. 
Thayer,  Mrs.  Christophmr  T. 
Thomson,  John 
*  Tucker,  Richard  D. 
Tuckerman,  GustaTUS 
Tufts,  Mrs.  Nathan 
Thayer,  Joseph  H. 
Wade,  Eben 
Wales,  Samuel,  Jr. 
Ward,  Artemas 
Watts,  Francis  O. 
Ware,  John 
Weld,  John  D. 
Weld,  Daniel 
Weld,  Mrs.  Martha 
Wells,  Mrs.  Lucia 
West,  Nathaniel 
Wheeler,  Jonathan 
Wheeler,  L  S.,  Esq. 
White,  Charles 
White,  Daniel  A. 
Whitmarsh,  Samuel 
Whitney,  Jonathan 
Whitney,  B.  B. 
Whittemore,  George 
Willis,  William 
Wilkinson,  Simon 
Williams,  John  D. 
Williams,  Moses 
Williams,  J.  D.  W. 
Williams,  David  W. 
Williams,  (George  F* 
Williams,  Isaac 
Worthington,  WilUam 
Wood,  Mrs.  J.  V. 
WUlard,  Miss  PoHy 
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TRACTS 

PRINTED     FOR     THE 

AMERICAN  UNITARIAN  ASSOCIATION- 

FIRST  SERIES,  ISMO. 


PRICS 


Vol.  I. 

No.  1.  The  Fmitb  once  deliyered  to  the  Saints.    By  H.  Ware,  Jr.      4 
8.  One  Handred  Scriptaral  Argiimenta  for  the  Unitarian 
Faith 2 

3.  On  Haman  Depravity.    By  Edmund  Q.  Sewall.  5 

4.  Oroniacience  the  Attribute  of  the  Father  only.    By  Jo- 

■eph  Button.  ........      5 

5.  On  Religious  Phraseology.    By  OrTille  Dewey.       •  5 

6.  A  Letter  on  the  Principles  of  the  Minionary  Enterprise. 

By  Joseph  Tuckernian 6 

7.  The  Unitarian's  Answer.    By  Orirille  Dewey.  6 

8.  A  Discourse  on  the  Evidences  of  Revealed  Religion. 

By  William  E.  Channing B 

9.  Oinse  of  the  Progress  of  Liberal  Christianity  in  New 

England.    By  James  Walker 3 

10.  Remarks  on  a  Popular  Error  respecting  the  Lord's  Sup- 

per.   By  F.  W.  P.  Greenwood 2 

11.  Unitarianism  vindicated  against  the  Charge  of  not  going 

fitf  enough.    By  James  Walker.    .        ...        .4 

Vol.  IL 

18.  A  Dialogue  on  Providence,  Faith,  and  Prayer.  4 

13.  A  Discourse  on  being  bom  again.    By  Mrs.  Barbauld.     .  3 

14.  On  Experimental  Religion.    By  Con  vers  Francis.    •  4 
16i.  The  Doctrine  of  Pronouns  applied  to  Christ's  Testimony 

of  himself.    By  Noah  Worcester.  ....      4 
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No.  16.  On  Bome  CorropUons  of  Soriptaie.    By  Jowph  AUeo.   .  5 

17.  On  Tests  of  True  Religion.    Bj  OrWlle  Dewej.    .  3 

18.  On  the  Evidence  necessary  to  establish  the  Doctrine  of 

the  Trinity.    By  Samael  C.  Thacher.        ...  3 

19.  The  Apostle  Pdul  a  Unitarian.    By  Caleb  SteUoo.  5 

20.  On  the  Doctrine  of  Two  Natures  in  Jesus  Christ.    By 

Alvan  Lamson. 5 

21.  A  Dialogue  on  some  of  the  Causes  of  Infidelity.    .        .  4 

22.  Excuses  for  the  Neglect  of  the  Communion  considered. 

By  Samuel  Barrett 4 

23.  A  Dialogue  between  a  Christian  and  a  Deist.  4 

24.  Divine  Revelation  advocated  and  illustrated.   ...  4 
.  25.  The  Divine  Authority  of  the  Christian  Revelation  ae* 

knowledged 4 

Vol.  III. 

26.  On  the  Original  Text  of  the  New  TesUment.  4 

27.  The  Power  of  Unitarianism  over  the  Afieetions.    By 

John  Bnoer 4 

28.  The  Doctrine  of  Religious  Experience  explained  and 

enforced.    By  Samuel  Barrett.   .        *        ...  4 

29.  Unitarian  Christianity  free  from  Objectionable  extremes. 

By  Samuel  Oilman.                      4 

30.  On  the  New  Testament  conformed  to  Griesbach*s  Text. 

By  F.  W.  P.  Greenwood 4 

31.  The  Danger  of  Delay.    By  William  Ware.    .  .5 

32.  The  Theology  of  the  Cambridge  Divinity  School.    By 

F.  W.  P.  Greenwood 3 

33.  On  Christian  Salvation.    By  Bernard  Whitman.    .  6 

34.  The  Divinity  of  Jesus  Christ.    By  George  Ripley.        .  4 

35.  The  Genius  of  Christianity.    By  William  H.  Furness.  .  4 

36.  Evangelical  Unitarianism  adapted  to  the  Poor  and  Un- 

learned.   By  Alexander  Young.          ....  4 

37.  Practical  Infidelity  briefly  oonsidexed  in  Reference  to  the 

Present  Times 2 

38.  ThoughU  on  Vital  Religtoa 3 
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Vol.  IV. 

No.  39.  On  the  Ezcluaiye  Sjstein.    By  Jamei  Walker.       .        .      6 

40.  The  Importance  and  Method  of  Early  Religious  Educa- 

tion.   By  Henry  Montgomery.  ....      6 

41.  On  Prejudice.    By  Samuel  J.  May 3 

48.  The   Prospects  and  Claims  of  Pure  Christianity.    By 
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Atonement,  The,  Sketch  of  it«. 
HiitoiT.  Afler  trmcincp  its  his- 
tor  J,  the  author  remans  thae  : 
let.  In  tracing  the  history  of 
this  doctrine,  we  have  seen,  that 
it  di?ides  itself  into  three  dis* 
tinct  periods ;  2d.  The  direction 
taken  by  the  theory  of  the 
Atonement  daring  each  period 
seemed  determined  in  some  de- 
cree by  the  prevailing  ideas  of 
tM  time,  and  the  tendency  of 
the  age ;  3d.  We  see  that  each 
■go  has  developed  that  particn  • 
lar  view  of  the  doctrine  which 
was  saited  to  its  circamstanoes, 
and  to  its  prevailing  tone  of 
thought;  4tn.  There  has  been 
not  only  change,  but  progress. 
By  Rev.  James  F.  Clarke.  No. 
919.  p.  77. 

AtonenentY  A  Brief  Btatenieot  of 
the  Christian  View  of  the.  Ex- 
planatton  of  the  word  Atone- 
meoC.  Chflst  came  to  exert  a 
moral  power,  and  change  the 
heart  of  man.  And  what  means 
did  he  nee  to  this  end  P  In  the 
first  place  we  have  his  heayenly 


instrnctioBs.  Bnt  Jeeus  has  ex* 
erted  an  atoning  power  through 
his  life,  also.  Of  the  great 
ministry  of  Reconciliation,  the 
death  of  Christ  is,  howeveri  the 
crowning  event.  By  Rev.  W. 
H.  Furness,  137. 
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Destitute  Societies,  aid  afforded  to 

them,  287. 
Detroit,  aid  afforded  to  the  Mis- 

sionary  School  at  Detroit,  Mich., 

281. 
Doctrine   of    Atonement,    Tract 

819,  p.  77. 


E. 


Ekrin,  Illinois,  aid  afforded  to  the 

*   Society  there,  ^1. 

Eliot,  Key.  Mr ,  of  St.  Loois, 
some  account  of  his  Society, 288. 

Executive  Committee  of  the 
American  Unitarian  Associa- 
tion for  1846  -  47,  285. 


F. 


« Faith  of  the  Unitarian  Chris, 
ttan  explained,  justified,  and 
distinguished."  I'be  troths,  the 
justifications,  and  the  differ- 
ences of  Unitarian  Christianity. 
What  are  the  troths  of  Unitari- 
an Christianity  ?  What  are  the 
ffrounds  on  which  we  rely  for 
3ie  justification  of  our  belief.' 
The  differences  between  our- 
selves and  others,  which  most 
clearly  mark  our  position  in  the 
community.  We  differ  from  un- 
believers of  every  class  and 
name,  —  from  Trinitarians  of 
eyetj   communion,  —  from  all 


of  the  Presbyterian  or  Conm- 
gational  name  who  adopt  Cal- 
vinistio  standards  of  faith, — 
from  the  self-styled  Orthodox, 
in  our  doctrine  concerning  the 
Atonement,  — from  members  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  comma- 
n ion,  in  our  doctrine  respeeting 
authority  in  matters  of  religion, 

—  from  the  adherenta  or  the 
Episcopal  Church,  in  our  doe- 
trine  conoernmg  the  ministry, 

—  from  the  Baptist  denomina- 
tion, in  our  doctrine  concerning 
ordinances, —  from  the  Metho- 
dist communion,  in  our  doctrine 
concerning  religious  excitement, 

—  from  the  Universalist  body, 
in  our  doctrine  conoerning  retri* 
bution.  No.  220,  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Gannett,  p.  111. 

Fnrneas,  Rev.  W.  H ,  his  Tiaet 
on  the  Atonement,  137. 
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tarian  Christian  explained,  ioe- 
tified, and  distinguished.  111. 

Gospel  Invitations.  The  king- 
dom of  heaven  is  Christianity. 
Why  is  this  kingdom  repiesent- 
ed  as  a  feast?  The  feast  is  pie- 
pared  for  all.  Why  is  it  that 
men  reject  an  influence,  which 
reason  assures  them  contem- 
plates only  their  highest  good  ? 
Tou  cannot  by  merely  willing 
it  become  an  altered  man. 
While,  therefore,  your  domesti* 
cation  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
is  a  gradual  process,  your  ac- 
ceptance of  the  offi^r  which  in- 
vites you  there  roost  be  instan- 
taneous, Ac.  By  Rev.  F.  H. 
Hedge.    Mo.  226,  p.  126. 
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J. 


Christ  the  Faithful  Wit. 
Christ  saves  os  by  the 
saving  influence  of  the  trnth  of 
whkh  he  was  •*  a  witness."  The 
idieaof  the  Messiah  ae  a  witness 
is  a  central,  a  vital,  an  exceed- 
ingly important  idea  in  the  Chris- 
tian system  of  religioas  thought, 
Ae.  When  the  aathor  of  oor 
religion  would  ezprew  in  the 
elearest  and  moat  emphatic  terms 
the  object  of  hb  mission,  his 
words  were,  **  For  this  canse 
came  I  into  the  world,  that  I 
might  bear  witness  to  the  troth.** 
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Jewish  Synappogoes.  Isl.  Na- 
ture and  design  of  the  Jewish 
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QaA,  3d.  Jesos  and  his  discipies 
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specting the  nature  of  God.  In- 
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Rev.  A.  D.  Wheeler,  e3. 
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TWENTY-SECOND    ANNIVERSARY. 


The  Twentj-second  Anniversary  of  the  American  Uni- 
tarian Association  was  celebrated  on  Tuesday,  May  25th, 
1847. 

The  meeting  for  business  was  in  the  chapel  of  the 
Church  of  the  Saviour,  Hon.  Richard  Sullivan,  one  of 
the  Vice-Presidents,  in  the  chair.  Prayers  were  offered 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Osgood,  of  Providence.  The  records  of 
the  last  annual  meeting  were  read.  The  first  question 
that  came  up  was  upon  the  acceptance  of  the  act  of  in- 
corporation, obtained  in  obedience  to  a  vote  of  last  year  ; 
but  as  it  appeared,  on  inquiry,  that  the  notice  for  the  meet- 
ing had  not  been  legally  given,  it  was  simply  voted  to  be 
expedient  for  the  Association  to  adopt  an  act  of  incorpo- 
ration like  the  ene  which  had  been  procured.  Under 
this  vote  the  Association  conducted  its  business,  with  the 
understanding  that  it  was  hereafter  to  be  ratified  and 
confirmed  at  a  meeting  to  be  called  according  to  the 
statute. 

Rev.  Mr.  Lothrop,  in  behalf  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, submitted  for  adoption  some  by-laws.    They  were 
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taken  up  separately  and  discussed,  and  a  part  of  them 
were  adopted. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  to  the  Channing  Street 
vestrj,  at  six  o'clock,  P.  M. 

At  this  meeting  the  Treasurer's  Report  was  read  and 
accepted. 


Statement  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  iimert- 
can  Unitarian  Association^t  from  May  26/A,  1846,  to 
May  25<A,  1847. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  in  the  Treaenry,  May  96tfa,  1846,  as  per  aceonnt 

then  rendered,    .....  $190  73 

From  A  axillary  Aaaoctationi  and  BabacripUons,  $2,593  51 

"    Donationi, 

*<    Life-memberi,      .... 

"    Salea  of  Tractfl, 

<*    Soeietiea  and  Individuals,  for  Missionary 
Purposes,  .... 

"    Societies  and  IndiFidoals,  for  Chnrches 
needing  aid,      . 

**    Societies  and  Individuals,  for  Theological 
Education,  including  Meadville  School, 

**    Societies  and  Individuals,  for  Agent's  Ex- 
penses, .... 

"    Interest  on  Permanent  Fund  for  Salary  of 
General  Secretary, 

"    Money  borrowed, 


497  00 
366  00 
293  09 

2,468  83 

1,462  81 

380  62 

18  25 

978  17 

9,057  68 
2^000  00 

• 

$11,257  41 
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EXPENDITURES. 

For  Paper,  and  Printing  and  Binding  Tract*,  and 

BookB  for  Diatribation,  1 1 ,858  78 

"    Salary  of  General  Secretary,  one  year,  1,500  00 

«       w       u  Travelling  Agent,         *•  750  00 

€i       u       u         u  «        one  quarter  of 

previous  year,  250  00 

Travelling  Expenses  of  do.  .  178  17 

Rent  of  Office,  Tract  Agency,  &c  ,  22o  00 


It 


*'    Incidental  Expenses,  .  .      164  66 


CI        i<  u  u 

tl       u  u  u 


•f 

it        U  U  it 

U        U  tl  It 


$4,926  61 


^    Aid  of  Unitarian  Soc.  in   Toronto,  350  00 

"      •'               "          "         •Milwaukee,  100  00 

'*      "               "          «         •Cannelton,  la.,  160  00 

"     "               "          "         •Vernon,  N.  Y.,  230  00 

*•      «               "          *•         "Troy,         ««  1,275  00 

*•      "               **          "           Albany,    ««  100  00 

"      •*               *•          *•           Hartford,  Ct.,  125  00 

*•     "               "          "         •Norwich,  400  00 

**           Topsham,  Me.,  75  00 

•Rowe,  Mass ,  105  00 

Montague,  100  00 

«     «               •*          "           Dennis,  50  00 

i<      <4     (jjd)    «          "         •Lowell,  150  00 

"               **          »•         •Harvard,  25  00 

Sudbury,  50  00 

South  Natick,  100  00 

•*     "               "          «         •Marshfield,  25  00 

"      «*               **          "           Chelsea,  50  00 

«*     **               "          "           East  Boston,  150  00 


Amounts  carried  over,  $  3,620  00  $  4,926  61 


*  The  pttynwoti  and  ippropriationa  marked  tbna  (<*)  are  made,  whoUjr  or  In  pan, 
from  fundi  apcclally  deatgnated  bj  the  donora  for  theae  purpoaee. 
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« 
Amounts  broaght  over,  $3,620  00  $4,996  61 

For  Aid  of  Broadway  Unitarian  Soc.,  *Soath  Boston,  200  00 

<«       «<       Church  of  Wairen  St.  Chapel,  200  00 

"       Key.  Mr.  Fisher's  Irish  Society,  355  00 

4,375  00 


« 


For  Theological  Education. 

"    Aid  of  Mr.  J.  Ferris, 

100  00 

«•       "        «    O.J.  Fernald, 

100  00 

««       *•       "    H.J.Hudson, 

25  00 

"^  (Ml 

<<       "        Meadville  Theological  School 

980€2 

For  Missionary  Services  in  the  Western  States. 

To  Rev.  J.  Walworth, 

100  00 

"     •«     E.  B.  Wilson, 

10  00 

«<     «     M.  De  Lange, 

125  00 

•1     ((     Dr.  Thompson, 

50  00 

•«     "     Geo.  Moore, 

200  00 

40e    AA 

For  Missionary  Services  in  New  York  and  New 

England. 

To  Rev.  A.  A.  Livermorej 

,  22  50 

«•     "     Herman  Snow, 

50  00 

•«     ♦*     G.  F.  Simmons, 

16  23 

"    Mr.  J.  Ferris, 

40  00 

1,205  62 


128  73 


613  73 


f  1M90  96 
Balance  on  hand  to  new  account,  .  136  45 

$11,257  41 
£r.  Ex. 

HENRT  P.  FAIRBANKS,  Treasurer, 
BoHon,  May  25,  1847. 
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UABILITIES  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

The  following  sunu  hare  been  appropriated  and  are  not  yet  paid. 

For  bailding  a  Chorch  at  "Rockford,  111.^ 
"        "  **  •Hariford,  Ct, 

"    Aid  of  Unitarian  Soc.  at  *Tremont,  III.,    . 

*Hiliaboro,  111., 
•Vernon,  N.  Y., 


t€  it 

U  •! 

K  U 

C<  <i 

il  it 

ti  a 

tt  u 

u  i< 

<i  u 

M  IC 

II  II 

II  IC 

U  II 


2d 


II 
II 
II 
fl 
a 
If 
II 


II 
If 

CI 

II 

fC 

f< 
<l 


*Top8ham,  Me., 
•Manchester,  N.  H., 
Lowell,  MaB8.y 
•Lererett,    «' 
•Haverhill,  « 
•Theological  School  at  Meadfille, 
•Miisionary  School  at  Albion,  Mich., 
Theological  Education, 
Rev.  Mr.  Walworth, 
"      '*    Banr, 
*«      «    Boothby, 


The  Aasociation  alao  owea  for  borrowed  money, 


$706  00 

5000 

100  00 

50  00 

50  00 

100  00 

100  00 

50  OU 

50  00 

75  00 

557  72 

50  00 

16  00 

.   100  00 

100  00 

1    50  00 

$2,204  72 

2,000  00 

$4,204  72 


Boston  J  May  28,  1847.  The  undersigned  have  exam- 
ined the  foregoing  accounts,  and  find  the  same  to  be 
correctly  cast,  and  properly  vouched. 

Prince  Hawes, 
Thomas  Tarbell. 


J 


Auditors. 


The  by-laws  were  further  considered,  and  some  of 
them  adopted.  But  previously  to  the  adjournment  to  the 
church,  it  was  voted  to  meet  at  the  chapel  of  the  Church 
of  the  Saviour,  on  Wednesday,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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At  the  meeting  on  Wednesday,  Hon.  Stephen  Fair- 
banks in  the  chair,  the  discussion  was  continued,  and  ail 
the  by-laws  were  adopted.  Some  resolutions  were  oflfer- 
ed  by  Rev.  Sjamuel  May,  Jr.,  but  were  laid  on  the  table 
to  give  place  for  action  on  other  subjects.  A  committee 
of  nomination  was  appointed. 

Adjourned  to  9  o'clock,  Thursday  morning. 

At  the  meeting  on  Thursday,  Rev.  Dr.  Dewey  commu- 
nicated to  the  Association  his  inability,  on  account  .of 
pressing  duties,  to  serve  as  President  another  year,  and 
C.  K.  Dillaway,  Esq.,  declined  being  a  candidate  for  one 
of  the  Directors. 

The  committee  of  nomination  reported  a  list  of  names  to 
be  balloted  for  as  officers  at  the  proposed  legal  meeting. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the  subject 
of  the  salary  of  the  General  Secretary,  and  reported  that 
it  be  fixed  at  2,000  dollars. 

Mr.  May's  resolutions  were  then  taken  up,  and  the 
first,  afler  a  full  discussion,  was  adopted,  viz.  :  — 

Reiolved,  That  we  believe  slaveholding  to  be  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  law  and  will  of  God,  and  entirely  in- 
compatible with  the  precepts  and  spirit  of  Christianity. 

The  second  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

A  resolution  of  Francis  Alger,  Esq.,  to  present  a  set  of 
bound  Tracts  to  each   of  the  colleges  and   theological 
schools  in  the  United  States,  was  referred  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

Adjourned. 

Pursuant  to  a  legal  notice,  the  Association  met  at  the 
chapel  of  the  Church  of  the  Saviour,  on  Thursday,  Juse 
3d,  Hon.  Stephen  Fairbanks  in  the  chair. 

After  prayers  by  Rev.  Samuel  Barrett,  the  act  of  in- 
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corporation,  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature, 
was  unanimously  adopted. 

Rev.  Samuel  Barrett,  Henry  H.  Fuller,  and  George  W. 
Warren,  Esqrs.,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  report  a 
code  of  by-laws.  They  submitted  a  draft,  similar  to  that 
offered  <by  the  Executive  Committee  the  week  previous, 
which,  after  some  discussion,  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Lothrop,  it  was  voted  that  all 
the  life-members  of  the  unincorporated  Association  be 
regarded  as  life-members  under  the  new  organization. 

A  committee  was  then  appointed  to  collect  the  votes 
for  officers,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen. 

PRESIDENT. 

Rev.  Ezra  S.  Gannett,  D.  D. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

Hon.  Stephen  Fairbanks, 
Rev.  Samuel  K.  Lothrop. 

EXEGUTIYE    COMMITTEE. 

Rev.  Ephbaim  Feabodt, 

Rev.  F.  D.  Huntington, 

Rev.  James  W.  Thompson, 

Isaiah  Bangs,  Esq., 

Lewis  G.  Prat,  Esq., 

Rev.  William  G.  Eliot,  Secretary, 

Henbt  p.  Faibbanks,  Esq.,  Treasurer. 

Voted,  that  the  salary  of  the  General  Secretary  be  2,000 
dollars  per  annum. 

Voted,  that  the  President  and  Vice-Presidents  be  a 
committee  to  communicate  to  Rev.  Mr.  Eliot  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  office  of  Secretary,  with  the  above  salary. 


Directors. 
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On  motion  of  Rev.  Samael  Barrett,  Voted^  That  the 
thanks  of  the  Association  be  presented  to  Rev.  Charles 
Briggs  for  his  faithful  services,  during  twelve  jears,  as 
General  Secretary  of  the  American  Unitarian  Associa- 
tion ;  and  that  he  be  requested  to  act  as  Secretary  of  the 
Association  pro  tempore, 

Henry  P.  Fairbanks,  Esq.,  proposed  the  following  addi- 
tional article  to  the  by-laws,  to  be  acted  upon  at  the  next 
annual  meeting  :  —  '*  Members  of  Associations  formed  as 
auxiliary  to  this  shall  be  considered  as  members  of  this 
Association,  entitled  to  attend  its  meetings,  and  take  part 
by  discussion  and  vote  in  its  proceedings,  provided  the 
terms  of  subscription  to  such  auxiliaries  be  not  less  than 
one  dollar  annually  ;  but  no  member  of  an  auxiliary  or 
any  annual  subscriber  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  the  an- 
nual meeting,  unless  his  subscription  shall  be  paid  on  or 
before  the  Istof  May." 

^The  following,  relating  to  life-directors,  was  submitted 
by  Francis  Alger,  Esq.,  to  be  also  acted  upon  at  the  next 
annual  meeting  : — "  Voted,  that  a  subscription  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars  or  more  to  the  funds  of  the  Association  shall 
constitute  a  life-directorship  ;  and  that  whenever  twenty 
such  subscriptions  shall  have  been  made,  the  Association 
shall  annually  elect  from  these  subscribers  five,  who  with 
the  other  officers  shall  constitute  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee." 

Adjourned. 

The  public  exercises  were  attended  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing. May  25,  at  half  past  seven  o'clock,  in  the  Federal 
Street  Church,  Hon.  Richard  Sullivan  in  the  chair. 

After  prayers  by  Rev.  Mr.  Furness  of  Philadelphia,  the 
following  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  read. 
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TWENTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  Executive  Committee,  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties  the  past  year,  have  aimed  to  make  a  wise  and  faith- 
ful use  of  the  means  intrusted  to  them,  and  to  accomplish, 
as  far  as  practicable,  the  great  objects  of  the  Association. 

These  objects,  as  stated  bj  the  Committee  in  1825, 
were  the  following  :  — 

1st.  To  collect  and  diffuse  information  respecting  the 
stale  of  Unitarian  Christianity  in  our  country. 

2d.  To  produce  union,  sympathy,  and  cooperation 
among  Liberal  Christians. 

Sd.  To  publish  and  distribute  books  and  tracts  incul- 
cating correct  views  of  religion,  in  such  form  and  at  such 
price  as  shall  afford  all  an  opportunity  of  being  acquaint- 
ed with  Christian  truth. 

4th.  To  supply  missionaries,  especially  in  such  parts 
of  our  country  as  are  destitute  of  a  stated  ministry. 

5th.  To  adopt  whatever  other  measures  may  hereafter 
seem  expedient ;  such  as  contributions  in  behalf  of  cler- 
gymen with  insufficient  salaries,  or  in  aid  of  building 
churches. 

Another  object,  not  contemplated  by  the  founders  of 
the  Association,  but  growing  out  of  the  wants  of  the  times. 
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has,  within  a  few  years,. been  added.  We  mean  the  pro- 
motion of  theological  education.  We  attach  great  im- 
portance to  this,  as  it  is  essentially  connected  with  our 
missionary  operations,  and  the  prosperity  of  our  churches. 

The  Travelling  A^ent,  Mr.  Channing,  has  continued  to 
visit  our  societies,  particularly  the  more  destitute  ones, 
in  order  to  awaken  a  religious  interest,  and  to  stimulate 
them  to  increased  efforts  in  support  of  Christian  institu- 
tions. And  the  Committee  believe  that  his  labors  in  these 
respects  have  been  highly  useful ;  —  that  a  good  influence 
has  been  exerted  upon  the  churches  he  has  visited. 

From  his  Quarterly  Reports  we  make  the  following  sta- 
tistical summary. 

Churches  visited,   ....  55. 

Discourses  delivered,  ISO. 

Sunday  Schools  addressed,  32. 

Sunday  Scholars,  in  36  schools,  3,034. 

Church-members,  in  41  churches,  2,218,  averaging  56. 
Sunday-school  Teachers  in  36  schools,  532. 

Miles  travelled,  5494. 

Our  receipts,  though  larger  than  in  any  former  year, 
excepting  the  year  before  last,  have  been  less  by  nearly 
^  400  than  they  were  the  year  previous.  They  have  been 
$9,057.68,  and  the  expenditures  $  11,120. 

We  account,  however,  for  this  deficiency  without  sup- 
posing the  general  interest  in  the  Association  at  all  les- 
sened. Among  the  causes  of  it  is  the  diversion  of  funds, 
to  a  considerable  amount,  into  other  channels  of  Christian 
benevolence,  particularly  for  the  support  of  a  ministry  to 
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the  poor  in  Bcveral  of  our  cities  and  large  towns.  That 
noble  charity,  too,  worthy  the  patriot,  the  philanthropist, 
and  the  Christian,  which  has  recently  been  manifested  in 
all  our  societies  for  the  relief  of  ill-fated  Ireland,  happen- 
ing at  the  season  of  the  year  when  most  of  our  funds  are 
received,  accounts,  in  part,  for  the  state  of  our  treasury. 
We  regret  that  our  brethren  should,  for  that  reason,  be 
less  disposed  to  aid  us  at  this  time,  for  while  the  one 
should  by  all  means  have  been  done,  the  other  should  not 
have  been  left  undone. 

We  have  afforded  aid  to  twenty  societies  ;  among  which 
are  those  at  Milwaukie,  Wisconsin,  Toronto,  C.  W., 
Albany  and  Troy,  N.  Y.,  Hartford  and  Norwich,  Ct., 
Manchester,  N.  H.,  Topsham,  Me.,  Lowell,  South  Boston, 
and  East  Boston,  Mass.  Most  of  these  may  be  consider- 
ed as  established,  and  some  of  them  are  contributing  to 
the  support  of  other  societies. 

The  new  society  at  Ware,  in  this  State,  has  received 
aid  from  us  through  the  services  of  the  Travelling  Agent, 
who  has  done  much  towards  establishing  it.  It  has  built 
a  commodious  church,  and  promises  to  become  an  impor- 
tant society. 

The  society  at  Norwich  is  making  great  efforts  to  erect 
a  church  and  support  religious  institutions.  Our  appro- 
priations to  it  have  been  large  ;  but,  from  the  importance 
of  the  situation,  and  the  sacrifices  of  our  brethren  there, 
we  felt  justified  in  making  them. 

A  new  society  has  been  formed  at  Cambridge  daring 
the  year.  It  has  built  a  church  and  settled  a  minister, 
and  may  be  considered  among  our  established  societies. 

The  society  al  East  Boston  has  settled  a  minister,  under 
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very  favorable  auspices,  and  is  in  00  prosperous  a  con- 
dition as  to  require  no  further  assistance. 

The  South  Boston  society  has  increased,  and  is  now 
contributing  to  the  funds  of  the  Association  by  its  aux- 
iliary.    It  will,  however,  need  some  aid  a  while  longer. 

Rev.  Mr.  Fox's  society  is  about  building  a  church  at 
the  south  part  of  the  city,  on  the  principle  of  unexpensive 
pew  accommodations,  which  promises  great  usefulness. 
We  should  be  glad  to  see  other  similar  churches  rising 
up  among  us,  for  they  would  meet  a  want  that  is  greatly 
felt  in  this  community. 

We  have  been  much  interested  in  the  prosperity  and 
growth  of  the  society  at  Troy.  It  has  recently  enlarged 
its  church,  and  is  now  liberally  aiding  the  Association. 

It  is  gratifying  to  receive  from  societies  which  we  have 
aided,  as  we  sometimes  do,  letters  like  the  following  :  — 

*'  The  Trustees  and  members  of  the  First  Unitarian 
Society  in  Chicago  have,  during  a  period  of  nearly  ten 
years,  on  different  occasions  solicited  the  aid  of  the  Amer- 
ican Unitarian  Association,  and  a  kind  and  liberal  consid- 
eration has  always  been  given  to  their  wants.  The  soci- 
ety within  that  time,  in  endeavouring  to  carry  out  the 
original  object  of  their  organization  into  a  Christian  body, 
the  establishment  and  extension  of  the  pure  and  uncor- 
rupted  gospel  of  Christ  in  this  city  and  the  adjoining  re- 
gion, have  labored  under  many  disadvantages  and  dis- 
couragements, so  that  what  was  begun  in  hope  was  often 
prosecuted  without  hope,  and  against  hope.  Without  the 
aid  which  the  Association,  and  another  kindred  institution, 
to  which  this  acknowledgment  will  be  communicated, 
have  afforded,  they  must  have  sunk  under  accumulated 
difficulties. 
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"  Od  the  members  of  the  society  at  the  present  day,  and 
on  us,  their  Trustees,  elected  for  the  current  year,  devolves 
a  more  pleasing  duty  than  that  of  requesting  further  as- 
sistance. It  is  that  of  announcing,  while  we  thus  grate- 
fully acknowledge  all  past  favors,  that  we  trust  to  be  able, 
under  the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence,  henceforth  to 
dispense  with  the  continuance  of  them,  and  to  pursue  the 
ends  of  our  formation  as  a  Christian  society  by  means  of 
our  unaided  local  resources. 

"  We  do  not  desire  to  convey  the  impression  that  we  are 
enjoying  a  very  high  degree  of  prosperity,  that  we  are  free 
from  all  anxiety  for  the  future,  and  that  we  shall  experi- 
ence no  difficulty  in  meeting  all  the  demands  that  will 
unavoidably  be  made  upon  us.  But  we  do  say,  with  truth 
and  with  no  small  measure  of  gratification,  that  our  pros- 
pects have  never  been  better  than  they  are  now,  and  that 
we  feel  it  to  be  a  duty  to  come  to  the  determination 
which  we  have  just  intimated,  both  in  order  to  call  forth  a 
deeper  interest  and  a  livelier  activity  among  ourselves, 
and  to  liberate  your  funds  for  the  aid  of  feeble  and  more 
needy  societies,  professing  a  like  precious  faith. 

"  Such  a  connection  as  that  which  has  subsisted  between 
this  society  and  your  Association,  so  satisfactorily  termi- 
nated, may  encourage  you  in  your  prompt  and  generous 
benefactions  to  other  Unitarian  congregations  here  and 
elsewhere  struggling  into  existence  ;  and  on  the  principle 
that  what  wo  have  freely  received  we  should  freely  give, 
it  will,  we  trust,  make  us  also  mindful  of  their  wants,  and 
according  to  our  ability  v^illing  to  relieve  them. 

"  In  behalf,  then,  of  the  First  Unitarian  Society  of 
Chicago,  we  respectfully  request  that  you  will  convey  to 
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Um  Commktee  aod  members  of  the  Americui  Unitarian 
AMociation  thia  expression  of  our  sincere  and  cordial 
thanks  for  all  their  kindness,  with  the  assurance  of  oar 
earnest  desire  to  cooperate  with  them  in  everj  good  word 
and  work." 

Our  monthly  pablioations  have  been  eztensivelj  circu* 
lated.  We  ha?e  published  about  80,000.  To  the  Book 
and  Pamphlet  Society  we  have  voted  10,000  -;  and  to  the 
New  York  State  Association  1^,800  ;  the  most  of  which 
have  been  circulated. 

As  there  was  a  call  for  tracts  of  a  somewhat  different 
character  from  those  usually  issued  by  us,  the  Committee 
purchased  all  those  which  had  been  published  at  the  office 
of  the  •'  Christian  World/'— about  20,000  ;  and  now  have 
them  at  our  Depository  for  sale  and  distribution.  The 
number  of  auxiliary  Associations  formed  and  reorganized 
is  ten.  942  members  and  14  life-members  have  been 
added  to  the  Association. 

We  have  employed  ten  missionaries ;  from  whom  we 
have  had  very  satisfactory  reports,  especially  from  those 
in  Northern  Illinois  and  Wisconsin.  That  field  of  labor 
has  been  occupied  mostly  by  Rev.  Mr.  Barr  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Walworth.  They  are  among  the  prominent  preach- 
ers of  that  part  of  the  country.  They  have  travelled 
ffloeh,  and  preached  to  large  audiences  ;  and  although 
they  have  had  to  encounter  great  opposition,  not  to  say 
persecution,  their  labors  have  been  greatly  blessed. 

Rev.  Mr.  Lord  preaches  regularly  at  Milwaukie  ;  but 
occasionally  in  neighbouring  places  where  there  are  Chris- 
tians of  our  faith. 

Rev.  Mr.  Conant's  labors  are  now  confined,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  Geneva  and  Elgin. 
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Rev.  Mr.  Farmer  is  still  preaching  at  Cannelton,  Indi- 
ana, and  vicinity. 

The  labors  of  Mr.  De  Lange,  in  connection  with  those 
of  Rev.  Mr.  Eliot,  at  diflferent  places  in  Illinois,  have 
been  highly  acceptable.  Mr.  Eliot,  in  referring  to  them, 
•ays  :  —  "In  almost  every  town  and  village  in  this  State 
some  Unitarian  families  are  found,  and  an  itinerant,  or 
rather  circuit,  ministry  is  what  we  need,  and  I  hope  shall, 
at  some  time,  obtain.  It  would  be  exceedingly  useful, 
sometimes  in  preparing  the  way  for  the  establishment  of 
permanent  societies,  and  always  in  keeping  alive  the 
sense  of  religion  in  the  minds  of  many,  who  will  other- 
wise forget  that  the  future  life  is  worth  working  for. 
There  are  hundreds  and  thousands  in  these  Western 
States  to  whom  my  last  words  would  apply.  And  for 
their  sake  Unitarian  missions  should  be  supported.  Such 
labors  would  perhaps  benefit  us  little  as  a  sect,  but  they 
would  at  least  keep  us  in  the  way  of  our  duty  as  Chris- 
tians." 

While  speaking  of  our  missionaries,  we  should  not  do 
justice  to  our  feelings  did  we  not  pay  a  passing  tribute  of 
respect  to  the  memory  of  one  who  so  faithfully  labored 
id  the  cause  of  his  Master  in  a  distant  part  of  the  vine- 
yard, whose  life  was  so  pure  and  holy,  and  whose  minis- 
try was  so  devoted  and  useful.  We  mean  Rev.  Mr. 
Moore. 

"  When  I  heard  of  his  situation,"  says  Rev.  Mr.  Hey- 
wood,  of  Louisville,  "  I  hastened  to  see  him.  But  he 
died  several  days  before  I  reached  Q,uincy.  I  heard  of 
his  departure  when  I  arrived  at  St,  Louis,  but  I  still  con- 
tinued my  journey,  for  I  longed   to  see  his   bereaved 

2» 
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people.  And  I  am  glad  I  went ;  fori  independent  of  the 
mournful  satisfaction  of  visiting  the  grave  of  one  dear  to 
me  as  an  own  brother,  and  of  passing  through  places  and 
scenes  hallowed  by  his  memory,  there  was  cause  of  grat* 
itude  in  being  able  to  see  how  the  happy,  triumphant 
death  of  our  friend  had  removed  all  gloom  from  hearts 
which  keenly  mourn  his  loss.  The  closing  hours  of  his 
life  were  beautiful  indeed.  Perfect  peace  filled  his  heart ; 
more  than  peace, — joyous  rapture.  The  spiritual  world 
was  open  to  his  view,  and  he  spoke  of  the  friends  whom 
he  was  to  meet,  of  the  Saviour,  and  of  God,  with  each 
certainty,  with  such  anticipations  of  delight,  that  sur- 
rounding friends  partook  of  his  happy  faith,  and  sent 
messages  to  loved  ones  in  the  immortal  world.  His  life 
and  death  were  in  perfect  harmony,  and  they  have  left  an 
impression  which  can  never  pass  away." 

There  has  been  a  call  for  our  missionaries  in  most  of 
the  New  England  States. 

Rev.  Mr.  Livermore,  of  Keene,  at  the  request  of  the 
Committee,  has  preached  at  Montpelier,  Vt.,  and  so 
much  interest  was  awakened,  that  liberal  subscriptions 
have  been  made  for  the  erection  of  a  church. 

We  have  aided  Rev.  Mr.  Fisher,  formerly  of  the  Synod 
of  Ulster,  in  establishing  a  society  in  this  city  among  the 
Irish  Protestants.  It  was  found  that  they  were  quite 
numerous  ;  and,  being  unwilling  to  attend  th^  Catholic 
churches,  were  mostly  without  a  place  of  worship.  He  is 
entitled  to  great  credit  for  his  indefatigable  and  useftii 
labors  in  this  truly  Christian  work.  And  we  ask  for  him 
and  his  interesting  society  the  sympathy  and  aid  of  the 
denomination. 


361  TWC9TT-8BCOin>   ANNTTAL   REPORT.  19 

The  Association  still  affords  assistance  to  the  Meadville 
Theological  School.  And  we  are  happy  to  learn  from  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Stebbins,  its  Principal,  that  it  is  in  a  flourishing 
condition. 

"The  number  of  students,*'  he  sajs,  "is  much  larger 
than  I  expected.  There  have  been  connected  with  the 
school,  this  year,  S9.  Some,  however,  from  various 
causes,  have  left  during  the  year,  so  that  there  are  now 
but  90.  They  are  men  of  promise.  Some  of  the  most 
promising  young  men  of  the  Christian  Connection  are 
among  the  number.  And  they  feel  at  home.  I  am  con- 
fident that  it  will  do  them  and  Unitarian  young  men  good 
to  associate  together.  Each  will  gain  the  good  qualities 
of  the  other.  It  is  a  great  mistake  which  some  are  mak- 
ing in  reference  to  the  school,  that  it  aims  to  make  Unita- 
rians. It  aims  to  make /reemen.  There  is  no  more  prob- 
ability that  a  young  man  of  the  Christian  Connection, 
who  enters  the  school,  will  repudiate  his  name  and  de- 
nomination on  leaving  it,  than  there  is  that  a  Unitarian 
young  man  will  do  it.  I  have  not  discovered  any  ten- 
dency on  either  side  for  the  students  to  reject  their  de- 
nominational connections.  I  do  not  believe  there  will  be 
any  such  tendency. 

"  The  economical  habits  of  the  students  are  continued. 
Exclusive  of  clothing,  most  of  them  do  not  spend  over 
forty  dollars  during  the  academical  year.  We  are  deter- 
mined, if  the  students  will  second  our  efforts,  that  the 
expenses  shall  be  kept  as  low  as  this  in  future.  I  am 
happy  to  say,  that,  thus  far,  the  students  have  been  as 
anxious  as  the  officers  of  the  school  to  keep  the  expen- 
ses low.  • 
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''  The  studies  pursued  are  such  as  are  usually  attended 
to  in  a  theological  school.  The  labor  is  somewhat  ODer- 
ous  for  the  professors,  but  we  will  oot  complain.  The 
exercises  of  each  of  the  resident  professors  sometimes 
amount  to  twenty-four  a  week. 

"  The  library  contains  about  2400  volumes.  In  addi- 
tion to  these,  there  ar^  about  1000  volumes  of  text- 
books for  the  use  of  the  students.  Quite  a  number  of 
the  students  study  Greek,  some  study  Hebrew,  and  a  few 
Latin. 

"  The  prospects  for  a  class  another  year  are  good. 
There  are  already  about  a  dozen  applications.  It  is  very 
difficult,  however,  for  us  to  predict  in  regard  to  our  class- 
es. We  have  been  disappointed  so  often,  that  we  would 
be  wise  in  future  ;  —  not  disappointed  in  regard  to  the 
numbers,  but  in  regard  to  the  coming  of  the  persons  who 
had  written.  We  are  about  closing  the  third  year  of  the 
school,  and  all  looks  well.  We  have  obtained  an  act  of 
incorporation,  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  will  soon  be  or- 
ganized. All  the  property  will  then  be  passed  over  to  the 
Trustees. 

"  I  consider  the  school  as  firmly  established.  Unless 
some  unforeseen  cause  should  operate  to  our  injury,  I 
think  success  is  certain.  Should  the  school  continue,  as 
I  believe  it  will,  we  shall  need  a  suitable  building  for 
dormitories,  and  a  refectory.  The  students  are  now  very 
much  incommoded  by  the  bad  arrangements  of  their  rooms 
in  the  boarding-houses.  A  lot  of  land  has  been  already 
secured,  in  a  beautiful  location,  overlooking  the  village 
and  the  valley,  on  which  such  a  building  can  be  erected. 
I  hspe  that,  without  our  asking,  some  Joseph  of  Arima* 
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thea,  whose  coffers  are  fall,  and  whose  haods  are  often 
extended  in  charity,  will  bless  us  with  such  a  home  as  we 
need.  The  school  is  out  of  debt.  We  have  no  old  scores 
to  pay.  And  when  the  Trustees  take  the  property,  free 
'of  all  incumbrance,  we  believe  they  will  keep  it  so.  In- 
deed, they  cannot  do  otherwise,  as  the  charter  forbids 
their  giving  any  lien  upon  any  of  the  property." 

The  New  York  State  .Association,  we  are  happy  to 
learn,  is  exerting  a  wide  influence,  particularly  by  its 
weekly  paper,  and  by  its  zeal  and  energy  in  the  circula- 
tion of  books  and  tracts.  We  wish  it  God  speed,  and 
shall  most  cheerfully  cooperate  with  it  in  all  its  move- 
ments. 

Letters  have  been  sent  to  England,  Scotland,  and  Ire- 
land, by  the  clergy  of  Boston  and  vicinity,  inviting  dele- 
gates to  be  present  at  the  anniversary  meetings  of  this 
week.  We  feh  that  their  presence  would  add  much  to 
the  interest  of  this  meeting,  and  would  strengthen  the 
bonds  of  union  and  sympathy  between  us  and  our  Trans- 
atlantic brethren  of  a  common  faith.  But,  from  the 
answers  which  have  been  received,  we  fear  we  shall  be 
denied  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  them. 

We  have  been  kindly  permitted  to  make  the  following 
extracts  from  a  very  interesting  letter  of  Rev.  Dr.  Mont- 
gomery, of  Ireland. 

*'  My  first  and  most  pleasing  duty  now  is,  to  express  the 
sincere  rejoicing  which  has  filled  our  hearts,  in  receiving 
such  gratifying  proofs  of  your  Christian  sympathy  and  re- 
gard. Believe  me,  there  is  no  Christian  community  from 
whom  the  distinguished  compliment  which  you  have  con- 
ferred could  have  emanated  with  so  much  acceptance. 
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Your  struggles,  from  Ihe  year  1815,  were,  to  aome  ex- 
tent, similar  to  our  own  ;  but,  happily  for  you,  as  well  as 
for  the  great  cause  of  truth,  charity,  and  righteousneas, 
you  had  not  to  contend  with  organized  ecelesiaatical 
bodies,  and   the  disastrous  influence  of  a  state  church. 

By  your  admirable  spirit,   your   unceasing   zeal, 

your  beautiful  delineations  of  divine  truth,  your  elevated 
intellectual  and  moral  character^  and  the  unequalled  style 
and  power  of  your  varied  writings,  you  have  reflected  a 
light  and  glory  upon  the  cause  of  Unitarian  Christianitj, 
in  every  portion  of  the  earth.  From  the  palace  of  our 
sovereign  to  the  workshops  of  our  artisans,  and  the  raral 
houses  of  our  peasants,  the  influence  of  Channing,  Ware, 
Greenwood,  and  a  host  of  your  other  writers,  dead  and 
living,  is  deeply  felt  and  frequently  acknowledged.  Our 
best  Tracts,  and  the  ^emsof  our  private  and  congregaUoa- 
al  libraries,  have  all  emanated  from  the  worthy  descead- 
ants  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  of  New  England." 

Ailer  speaking  of  what  has  been  done  by  his  country- 
men, though  with  many  struggles  and  sacrifices,  for  the 
cause  of  truth  and  religious  freedom,  he  adds :  — 

"  I  need  not  say  how  heartily  I  should  rejoice  in  the 
privilege  of  being  present  at  your  approaching  meetings, 
to  tell  you  '  face  to  face  '  how  truly  I  love  and  honor 
you,  to  catch  something  of  your  admirable  spirit,  to  grow 
wiser  and  better  by  contemplating  your  plans  and  your 
examples,  to  shed  a  tear  upon  the  resting-place  of  your 
illustrious  dead,  to  renew  my  acquaintance  with  yourself 

and  other  living  friends  who  signed  the  invitation 

But,  for  the  pre$ent,  this  may  not  be.  In  the  unhappy 
condition  of  our  poor  country, — famine  almost  everywhere, 
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with  pestilence  ia  her  train,  —  all  our  ministers  must  con- 
tinne  at  their  posts,  fixed  and  steady.  We  heartily  thank 
you,  however,  for  your  most  gratifying  invitation.  We 
salute  you  with  fraternal  affection,  we  rejoice  in  the  pros- 
perity of  your  Zion,  we  reciprocate  all  your  good  wishes, 
and  we  fervently  entreat  the  Father  of  mercies  to  sanctify 
your  approaching  assemblies,  to  the  comfort  and  edifica- 
tion of  many,  and  to  the  advancement  of  pure  and  un- 
defiled  religion." 

From  a  survey  of  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the 
denomination,  we  see  no  special  reason  for  complaint  or 
discouragement ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  much  to  inspire 
confidence  and  hope,  and  animate  us  in  the  work  which 
God,  in  his  providence,  has  given  us  to  do. 

We  cannot  close  this  Report  without  (sailing  the  atten- 
tion of  the  friends  of  the  Association  to  the  exhausted 
state  of  our  treasury,  and  our  want  of  means  to  accom- 
plish important  objects.  There  are  missionary  stations  to 
be  occupied.  There  are  important  societies,  which  must 
close  their  churches  if  aid  is  not  soon  afforded  them. 
And  there  are  zealous  and  faithful  ministers,  with  insuffi- 
cient salaries,  who  are  looking  anxiously  to  us  for  help. 

We  would  again  and  again  urge  the  duty  of  increased 
activity  and  zeal  in  sending  abroad  and  diffusing  widely 
the  influences  of  our  holy  faith,  of  pure  and  practical 
Christianity.  What  but  the  omnipotent  power  of  divine 
truth  can  remove  the  ten  thousand  evils  under  which  the 
whole  earth  groans  ?  What  but  this  will  subdue  the  pas- 
sions of  men,  quench  the  fires  of  intemperance,  give 
liberty  to  the  captive,  and  peace  to  the  world  ? 

We  should  pray,  and  labor,  and  make  sacrifices  yet 
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more  and  more  for  the  spread  of  a  pure  Goepel,  and  its 
heavenly  influences,  to  guide,  to  sanctify,  and  to  save. 
And  with  the  prevalence  of  a  pure  faith,  the  fruits  of  the 
spirit,  we  may  hope,  will  be  multiplied,  and  Christian 
love  as  well  as  Christian  truth  will  prevail,  as  in  tbe 
primitive  days  of  the  Church,  and  the  spirit  of  Jesus 
animate  all  hearts,  and  the  whole  earth  be  filled  with  the 
glory  of  Grod. 


Rev.  Dr.  Nichols  moved  the  acceptance  of  the  Report, 
and  addressed  the  meeting. 

Rev.  F.  D.  Huntington,  in  behalf  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  offered  the  following  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  the  position  and  principles  of  tlie 
Unitarian  body  should  lead  them  to  manifest  an  active 
interest  in  all  the  humane  enterprises  of  the  present  day, 
which  promise  to  remove  the  great  evils  under  which 
mankind  now  suffer. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  correction  of  many  false  ten- 
dencies which  may  be  exhibited  in  the  public  measures 
and  governmental  policy  of  the  nation,  hostile  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  freedom,  righteousness,  and  peace,  and 
demoralizing  to  the  community,  we  can  look  to  no  surer 
means  than  the  infusion  of  the  elevated  sentiments  of  the 
Christian  faith  into  the  minds  and  hearts  of  all  public 
men,  and  the  officers  of  the  republic. 

Resolved,  That  one  of  the  most  effective  methods  of 
extending  the  knowledge  and  the  spiritual  influence  of 
Liberal  Christianity  is  by  the  distribution  of  the  printed 
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works  of  able  and  devoted  Unitarian  men,  —  writers, 
scholars,  and  preachers  ;  that  the  state  of  the  times,  the 
reading  habits  of  all  classes  of  the  people,  the  general 
diffusion  of  a  corrupting  literature  and  of  an  erroneous 
theology^  lay  an  especial  demand  on  the  friends  of  truth 
to  give  new  prominence  and  importance  to  this  instrumen- 
tality, in  order  to  counteract  the  vitiating  effects  either  of 
an  unprincipled  or  a  prejudiced  press  ;  while  the  multi- 
plied facilities  of  communication,  and  the  abundance  of 
excellent  tracts  and  volumes  now  in  the  possession  of  our 
body,  as  well  as  of  living  authors  among  us,  afford  the 
most  favorable  opportunity  for  its  enlarged  exercise 
throughout  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  wide  limits  and  the  ever-increas- 
ing population  of  the  newly  settled  districts  of  our  Western 
country,  as  well  as  the  active  and  zealous  efforts  of  our 
fellow-believers  in  the  Old  Worlds  and  especially  in  Eng- 
land and  Ireland,  furnish  the  most  conclusive  reasons  for 
renewed  exertions  to  bind  together  all  Liberal  Christians, 
from  east  to  west,  in  a  united  brotherhood,  and  for  the 
cultivation  of  a  cordial,  affectionate  spirit  between  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  condition  of  our  treasury,  and  the 
unusual  opportunities  nbw  offered  for  spreading  Liberal 
Christianity,  through  our  various  agencies,  require  more 
strenuous  endeavours,  on  the  part  of  ministers  and  laymen, 
to  increase  the  funds  and  the  annual  income  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

Resolved,  That  the  foremost  design  and  adaptation 
of  the  Unitarian  faith  is  to  awaken  and  regenerate  from 
sin  the  individual  heart,  to  form  the  individual  character, 
to  guide  the  individual  life,  and  to  educate,  religiously 
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and  morally,  a  generation  of  wise,  generous,  devout,  high- 
minded,  Christian  men. 

The  meeting  was  then  addressed  on  the  subjects  em- 
braced in  the  resolutions  by  Rev.  Mr.  Furness,  of  Phila- 
delphia, Rev.  Mr.  Frost,  of  Concord,  Rev.  James  F. 
Clarke,  of  Boston,  Rev.  Mr.  Bellows,  of  New  Tork,  Rev. 
Mr.  Bulfinch,  of  Nashua,  N.  H.,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Hall,  of 
Providence,  R.  I.  The  Report  and  Resolutions  were 
then  accepted,  and  the  meeting  was  closed  by  singing  the 
Dismission  Hymn. 

ACT  OF   INCORPORATION. 
COMMOJ^WEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven. 

An  Act  to  incorporate  the  American  Unitarian  Association, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same,  as  follows  :  —  Section  1 .  Charles  Briggs, 
Samuel  K.  Lothrop,  Henry  P.  Fairbanks,  their  associates 
and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corporation,  by  the 
name  of  the  American  Unitarian  Association,  with  all  the 
powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabili- 
ties, and  restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter 
of  the  Revised  Statutes  ;  and  said  corporation  may  hold 
real  and  personal  estate  to  the  value  of  fidy  thousand  dol- 
lars, to  be  devoted  exclusively  to  the  promotion  of  the 
interests  of  moral  and  religious  instruction.  Section  2. 
All  donations,  devises,  and  bequests  of  real  and  personal 
estate,  which  may  heretofore  have  been  made  to  the 
American  Unitarian   Association,  or   to  the  Executive 
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Committee  thereof,  shall  be  and  enure  to  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  corporation  hereby  created,  to  be  ap- 
propriated, however,  to  the  purposes  designated  in  any 
such  donation,  devise,  or  bequest.  Section  3.  This  Act 
shall  take  effect  from  and  af\er  its  passage. 

House  of  Representatives,  March  dd,  1847,  passed  to 

be  enacted. 

Eben  Bradbury,  Speaker, 

In  Senate,  March  4,  1847,  passed  to  be  enacted. 

W.  B.  Calhoun,  President. 

March  4th,  1847.     Approved. 

Geo.  N.  Brioos. 

Secretart/'s  Office,  March  5,  1847. 
I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original 
Act.  John  G.'  Palfrey, 

Secretary  of  the  CammonwecUth, 

BY-LAWS. 

Article  1.  The  object  of  the  American  Unitarian  As- 
sociation shall  be  to  diffuse  the  knowledge  and  promote 
the  interests  of  pure  Christianity  throughout  our  country  ; 
and  all  Unitarian  Christians  in  the  United  States  shall  be 
invited  to  unite  and  cooperate  with  it  for  that  purpose. 

Art.  2.  An  annual  subscription  of  one  dollar  shall  con- 
stitute a  person  a  member  so  long  as  such  subscription 
be  paid,  and  a  subscription  of  thirty  dollars  shall  consti- 
tute a  person  a  member  for  life. 

Art.  3.  The  officers  shall  be  a  President,  two  Vice- 
Presidents,  a  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  and  five  Directors, 
two  of  whom,  at  least,  shall  be  laymen.  These  officers 
shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the  annual  meeting,  and  shall 
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hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  or  till  others  be  chosen  in 
their  stead. 

Art.  4.  These  officers  shall  constitute  an  Executive 
Committee,  who  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  each  month, 
and  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  business  and  interests  of 
the  Association,  the  direction  of  its  funds  and  operations, 
with  power  to  fill  anj  vacancies  that  maj  occur  in  their 
number  between  any  two  annual  meetings,  and  to  call 
special  meetings  of  the  corporation  whenever  they  shall 
deem  it  necessary  or  expedient. 

Art.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  keep  a 
full  record  of  the  meetings  of  the  corporation,  and  of  the 
Executive  Committee  ;  to  conduct  the  correspondence  of 
the  Association  and  keep  an  accurately  arranged  file  of 
the  same ;  and  *in  general  to  perform  such  services,  to 
suggest,  devise,  and  execute,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  such  plans  and  measures,  as  shall, 
in  their  judgment,  tend  to  promote  the  objects  of  the  As- 
sociation, increase  its  usefulness,  and  enlarge  the  sphere 
of  its  influence  ;  and  his  salary  shall  be  determined  by 
vote  of  the  Corporation  at  the  annual  meeting. 

Art.  6.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  shall 
be  held  on  the  Tuesday  before  the  last  Wednesday  ia 
May,  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  at  such  place  in  the  city  of 
Boston  as  the  Executive  Committee  may  appoint,  of 
which  due  notice  shall  be  given  by  advertisement  in  two 
or  more  newspapers  published  in  Boston  at  least  ten  days 
previous. 

Art.  7.  Any  amendment  of  these  articles,  proposed  at 
one  annual  meeting,  may  be  adopted  at  the  next,  if  a 
majority  of  the  members  present  vote  in  favor  of  it. 
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CLERGYMEN  MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE. 

The  following  clergy mea  ha?e  been  made  members  for  life  of  the 
Association,  by  the  doaatioD  of  thirty  dollars  or  more,  principally 
from  ladies  of  their  respectlYe  societies. 


Abbot,  Abiel 
Alden,  Seth 
Alger,  Horatio 
Allen,  Joseph 
Allen,  Joseph  H. 
Allen,  T.  Prentiss 

*  Andrews,  William 
Arnold,  A.  C.  L. 

*  Bancroft,  Aaroo,  O.  D. 
Barrett,  Samuel 
Bartlett,  John 

Barry,  William 

*  Bascom,  Ezekiel  L. 
Bates,  Renben 
Bellows,  Henry  W. 
Bigelow,  Andrew,  D.  D. 

*  Brazer,  John,  D.  D. 
Briggs,  Charles 
Brigham,  Charles  H. 
Brooks,  Charles 
Brooks,  Charles  T. 
Brown,  Addison 
Buckingham,  Edgar 
Burnap,  George  W. 
Burton,  Warren 

»  Channing,  William  £.,  D.  D. 
Clark,  Amos 


Clarke,  Samuel 
Cole,  Jonathan 
Colman,  Henry 
Coolidge,  J.  L  T. 
Crafts,  E.  P. 
Crosby,  J. 

Cunningham,  Francis 
Cutler,  Curtis 
Chandler,  Seth 
Cordner,  John 

*  Damon,  David 
Dewey,  Orville,  D.  0. 
Doggett,  Theophilus  P. 
Edes,  Heory,  D.  D. 
Edes,  Henry  F. 

*  Edes,  Edward  H. 
Emmons,  Henry 
Everett,  O.  C. 
Ellis,  George  £. 
Farley,  Frederick  A. 
Field,  Joseph,  D.  D. 

*  Flint,  Jacob 
Flint,  James,  D.  D. 
Fosdick,  David 
Fox,  Thomas  B. 
Frothingham,  Willii 
Frost,  Barzillai 


•»Defld. 
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FarneM,  William  H. 
GagCy  Nathaniel 
Gannett,  Ezra  S.,  D.  D. 
Gannett,  Thomas  B. 
Gray,  Frederick  T. 

•  Greenwood,  F.  W.  P.,  D.  D. 
Hall,  Edward  B. 

Hall,  Nathaniel 
Hamilton,  Lather 
Harrington,  Joseph,  Jr. 
Hedge,  F.  H. 
Hill,  Alonzo 
Holland,  F.  W. 
Hoamer,  George  W. 
Howe,  Moses 
Huntington,  Frederick  O. 
Huntoon,  Benjamin 
Ingersoll,  George  G.,  D.  D. 
Johnson,  RuAis  A. 
Jadd,  Sylvester 
Kendall,  James,  D.  D. 
Lamson,  Aiyan,  D.  D. 
Lincoln,  Calvin 

*  Little,  Robert 
Livermore,  A.  A. 
Loring,  Bailey 
Lothrop,  Samuel  K. 
Lambert,  Henry 
Lant,  William  P. 
May,  Samuel,  Jr. 
Merrick,  J.  M. 
Miles,  Henry  A. 
Morse,  William 
Moore,  Josiah 
Motte,  Mellish  L 
Muzzey,  Artemas  B. 


Newell,  William 

Nichols,  Ichabod,  D.  D. 

Noyes,  George  R.,  D.  D. 

Nightingale,  Crawford 

Osgood,  Peter 

Osgood,  Samuel 

Osgood,  Joseph 

Palfrey,  John  G.,  D.  D.,  L.L.  D. 

*  Parker,  Nathan,  D.  D. 
Parker,  Theodore 
Parkman,  Francis,  D.  D. 
Parkman,  John 
Peabody,  O.  W.  B. 
*Peabody,  William  B.  O.,  D.  D. 
Pierpont,  John 

*  Phipps,  H.  G.  O. 
Putnam,  George,  D.  D. 
Pike,  Richard 

*  Ripley,  Ezra,  D.  D. 
Ripley,  George 
Ripley,  Samuel 
Richardson,  Joseph 
Robbins,  Chandler 
Robbins,  Samuel  D. 
Robinson,  Charles 

*  Rogers,  T.  F. 
Sanger,  Ralph 
Sears,  E.  H. 
Sewall,  Charles  C. 
Sewall,  Edmund  Q. 
Shackford,  C.  C. 
Simmons,  George  F. 
Smith,  Amos 
Smith,  J.  C. 
Stebbins,  Rufus  P. 
Stetson,  Caleb 
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•  Storer,  John  P.  B, 
Sallivan,  Thomas  R. 
Sweet,  John  D. 

*  Swett,  William  G. 
Sar^nt,  J.  T. 
Stearns,  Oliver 
Thayer,  Christopher  T. 

*  Thayer,  Nathaniel,  D.  D. 
Thompson,  James,  O.  D. 
Thompson,  James  W. 
Waite,  Josiah  K. 
Walker,  James,  D.  D. 

•  Ware,  Henry,  Jr.,  D.  D. 
Ware,  William 
Wellington,  Cha];|es 


•  Wells,  George  W. 
Wheeler,  A.  D. 
White,  John 
White,  William  H. 

*  Whitman,  Bernard 
Whitman,  Jason 
Whitman,  Nathaniel 
Whitney,  F.  A. 
Whitwell,  William  A. 
Williams,  George  A. 
Willis,  MarUn  W. 
Weiss,  John 
Wilson,  £.  B. 
Withington,  Hiram 
Toang,  Alexander,  D.  D. 


OTHER  MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE. 


Abbot,  Samuel 
Abbot,  Ezra 
Abbot,  Harris 
Abbott,  Miss  Abigail 
Adams,  Benjamin  T. 
Adams,  James,  Jr. 
Adams,  Philip 
Alger,  Cyrus 
Alger,  Francis 
Ames,  Seth 
Ames,  David  W. 
Ames,  Mrs.  David 
Andrews,  Ebeneier  T. 
Anthony,  Edward 


Aspinwall,  Samuel 
Atherton,  Charles  H. 
Appleton,  Nathan 
Appleton,  Charles  T. 
Appleton,  Franeis 
Appleton,  J.  R. 
Appleton,  Samuel 
Ball,  S.  S. 
Bancroft,  Mrs.  B.  D. 
Bangs,  Isaiah 
Barrett,  Nathaniel  A. 
Barker,  Joseph  A. 
Baker,  Henry  F. 
Bigelow,  Alanson 
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Bigelow,  Joha 
«  Bird,  John  H. 
Bizby,  Miss  Keziah 
Blanchard,  Hezekiah 

*  Blake,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Bliss,  Theodore 

*  Bond,  George 
Bond,  George  W. 

*  Bowdiich,  Nathaniel 
Bowles,  Samuel 
*Bradlee,  Joseph  P. 
Brackett,  Samuel  £. 
Brooks,  Peter  C. 
Brewster,  Oliver 
Brewster,  WiMiam 
Brown,  Mrs.  Amy  T. 
Cartwright,  Charles  W. 
Carew,  Joseph 
Chapin,  Harvey 
Chapman,  Mrs.  Jonathan 
Chapman,  Mrs.  Margaret 

*  Child,  Richards 
Child,  Mrs.  Richards 
*Clapp,  Joshna 
Clapp,  Mrs.  Mary 
Clapp,  Miss  CathariAe 
Clarke,  Mrs.  SaraU 
Colton,  George 

*  Cotton,  John 
Cotton,  Joseph,  Jr» 
Cobb,  Elijah 
Coffin,  George  W. 
Cooke,  Mrs.  Mary  F. 
Coolidge,  Joseph 
Crocker,  James  H. 
Crocker,  George  A. 


Cushing,  T.  P. 
Cashman,  Henry  W, 
Crosby,  William 
Dale,  Samael  H. 
Dana,  Dexter 
Danfortli,  Isaac 
Daacomb,  Thomas  R. 
Davis,  Charles  8. 
Davis,  James    . 
Davis,  James,  Jr. 
Davis,  Joseph 
Davis,  J.  Amory 
Denny,  Daniel 
Diz,  Miss  D. 
Dorr,  Samuel 
Dorr,  John 
Draper,  James 
Dwight,  William 
Dwight,  George 
Dwight,  Mrs.  Mary 
Dwigfat,  Jonathan 
Eager,  William 
Edwards,  Elisha 

*  Ellis,  David 
Ellis,  Jonathan,  Jr. 
Emerson,  George  B. 
Ilmmons,  John  L. 
Everett,  Otis 

*  Everett,  Moses,  Esq^ 
Fairbanks,  Stephen 
Fairbanks,  Henry  P. 
Farley,  Mrs.  Frederick  A. 
Fearing,  Albert 

*  Fitch,  Jeremiah 
Fisher,  Joshoa 
Foster,  Charles  W. 
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Focter,  Charlefl  A. 
Foot,  Homer 
Fowie,  C.  8. 
Fowler,  James 
Francis,  Ebenezer 
Frost,  George 
Gassett,  Henry 
Gould,  Benjamin  A.  . 
Goald,  Lewis 
Gould,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Grant,  Moses 

*  Gray,  Harrison 
Green,  Ezra 
Hammond,  Daniel 
Hammond,  Samael 
Hall,  Jacob 

*  Hall,  Mrs.  Edward  a 
Hall,  Sarah  B. 
Hawes,  Prince 

*  Hedge,  Barnabas 
Hewes,  Abraham,  Jr. 
Hewett,  H.  N. 
Heath,  Charles 
Hendee,  Charles  J. 
Hickling,  Charles 
Hoar,  Samnel 
Hodges,  George 
Holbrook,  Ann  B. 
Holland,  Mrs.  F.  W. 
Howard,  John 
Howard,  Charles 
Howard,  Abraham 
Howe,  John 
Howe,  Zadock 
Hunt,  Nathaniel  P. 
Holmes,  Benjamin 


Inches,  Henderson 
Inches,  Miss 
Jackson,  Francis 
Jaryis,  Mrs.  Leonard 
Jemegan,  Mrs.  Mary 
Johnson,  James 

*  Johnsop,  Milton 
Jones,  Mrs.  J.  Q, 
Jones,  Miss  Charlotte 

*  King,  Gedney 
King,  Daniel  P. 
King,  Samuel  B. 
Knight,  William  H. 
Kuhn,  George  H. 
Lawrence,  Amos 

*  Lawrence,  Luther 
Lawrence,  William 
Lamson,  Benjamin 
Lamson,  John 
Lane,  George 
Lewis,  S.  S. 
JLiewis,  Mrs.  S.  S. 
Lincoln,  Oliyer 
Lincoln,  M.  S. 
Liyermore,  Isaac 
Lirermore,  George 
Lord,  George 
Lord,  Ivory 

Lord,  Mrs.  Sarah  C. 
Low,  Francis 
Low,  John  J. 
Low,  Mrs.  Rachel 
Low,  A.  A.,  Esq. 
Lombard,  Ammi  C. 
«  Loring,  William  J. 
Loring,  J. 
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May,  Joseph 
May,  Samael 

*  Manh,  Ephraim 
Manley,  John  R. 
Manley,  Miss  Mary 
Manley,  Mrs.  Abigail 
Mellen,  Michael 

*  Metcalf,  E.  W. 
Miles,  Mrs.  Henry  A. 
Morgan,  Charles  W. 
Morton,  Ichabod 

*  Munson,  Israel 
Manning,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Newell,  J.  R. 
Newman,  Henry 
Newman,  Miss  Mary 
Newman,  Miss  Margaret 

*  Nichols,  Charles  C. 
Nichols,  Miss  C.  K. 
Olmsted,  Charles  H. 
Orne,  William  W. 
Osborn,  Kendall 
Osgood,  Isaac 

Otis,  Harrison  G. 
Owen,  John 
Parker,  Daniel  P. 

*  Parsons,  Thomas 

*  Parsons,  William 
Parkman,  George 

*  Parkman,  Mrs.  Sarah 

*  Peabody,  Joseph 

*  Peabody,  Mrs.  W.  B.  O. 
•Peele.Willard 
Perkins,  Francis 
Perkins,  Thomas  H. 
Peties,  Henry 


*  Pickman,  T.  Benjamin 
^  Pickman,  Dudley  L. 
Pierce,  S. 

Pierce,  John  B. 
Pray,  Lewis  G. 
Preble,  William  P. 
Prescott,  Oliver 

*  Prescott,  William 
Prentiss,  John 
Phillips,  Stephen  C. 
Phillips,  Hon.  Jonathan 
Phillips,  Mrs.  John 
Putnam,  Mrs.  George 
Rantoal,  Robert 
Rice,  Henry 
Richardson,  James  B. 
Rhoades,  Stephen 
Roberta,  Amos  M. 
Rogers,  John 
Rogers,  John  Gray 
Russell,  John  B. 
Russell,  Nathaniel 
Salisbury,  Samuel 
Saunders,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Savage,  James 
Sawyer,  Samuel,  2d 
Seaver,  George 

*  Seaver,  Charles 
Seaver,  Benjamin 
Sewall,  Daniel 
Sewall,  Mrs.  Amy  P. 
Shaw,  Robert  G. 
Shaw,  Lemuel 
Shaw,  Francis  G. 
Shaw,  W.  C. 
Shove,  Jonathan 


377 


TWENTT-SECOND    ANNUAL    REFORT. 


35 


Smith,  Melaneihon 
Smithy  Mn.  D. 
Smithy  Joteph  M. 
Sonthwicky  Philip  R. 
Spngne,  Noah  P. 

*  StantoD,  Fraocia 
Stearnai  Heniy 
Stepheniy  Nathan 
Stone,  Lowell  M. 

*  Storjy  Joseph 
Swett,  Samuel 
Sweetaer,  Samnel 

*  Sullivan,  William 
St.  John,  Samuel 
Stebbins,  Festua 
Townsend,  Henry  B. 
Thayer,  Mn.  Christopher  T. 
Thomson,  John 

*  Tucker,  Richard  D. 
Tucketman,  GnstaTus 
TuAs,  Mrs.  Nathan 
Thayer,  Joseph  H. 
Wade,  Eben 
Wales,  Samuel,  Jr. 
Walker,  Mrs.  L.  L. 
Ward,  Artemas 


Ware,  John 
Weld,  John  D. 
Weld,  Daniel 
Weld,  Mrs.  Martha 
Wells,  Mrs.  Lucia 
West,  Nathaniel 
Wheeler,  Jonathan 
Wheeler,  I.  S. 
White,  Charles 
White,  Daniel  A. 
Whitmarsh,  Samuel 
Whitney,  Jonathan 
Whitney,  B.  B. 
Whittemore,  George 
Willis,  William 
Wilkinson,  Simon 
Williams,  John  D. 
Williams,  Moses 
Williams,  J.  D.  W. 
Williams,  David  W. 
Williams,  George  F. 
Williams,  Isaac 
Worthington,  William 
Wood,  Mrs.  J.  V. 
WiUard,  Miss  Polly 
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TWENTY-THIRD   ANNIVERSARY 


Thb  Twenty-third  Anoivenary  of  the  American  Uni- 
tarian Aaaociation  was  celebrated  on  Tuesday,  May  30th, 
1848. 

The  business  meeting  was  held  in  the  chapel  of  the 
Church  of  the  Saviour,  the  President  in  the  chair.  Rev. 
Dr.  Parkman  offered  prayers.  The  records  of  the  last  an- 
nual meeting  and  of  the  adjourned  meeting  were  read. 
The  Secretary's  report  was  deferred  by  vote  until  the  even- 
ing meeting.  The  Treasurer's  report  was  read  and  ac- 
cepted. Messrs.  Thomas  Tarbell  and  N.  A.  Barrett  were 
appointed  auditors  of  the  same.  The  President  then  made 
a  verbal  statement  regarding  the  appointment  of  a  General 
Secretary  and  an  Assistant,  the  satisfaction  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  with  the  new  arrangement,  and  the  success- 
ful effort  of  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  to  relieve  the  Associa- 
tion from  debt.  A  resolution  of  thanks  for  this  benevolent 
and  successful  service  to  the  Association  was  moved  by 
Rev.  Charles  Brooks,  and  voted  unanimously. 

Messrs.  G.  W.  Warren,  G.  W.  Briggs,  and  Caleb  Stetson 
were  chosen  a  committee  to  nominate  candidates  for  the 
several  offices  of  the  Association.  They  reported  the  same 
list  as  before,  only  substituting  Hon.  Albert  Fearing  for 
Lewis  G.  Pray,  Esq.,  and  Rev.  Charles  Brooks  and  Alonzo 
Hill  in  place  of  Messrs.   Peabody  and   Huntington,  who 
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had  declined  a  reelection.  Hon.  Stephen  Fairbanks  de- 
clined the  office  of  first  Vice-President,  but  consented  to 
serve  as  the  second  in  that  office. 

A  committee  was  then  appointed  to  collect  the  votes,  and 
the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen. 

PRESIDENT. 

Rev.  Ezra  S.  Gannett,  D.  D. 

yiCS-PEESIDENTS. 

Rev.  Samuel  K.  Lothrop, 
Hon.  Stephen  Fairbanks. 

EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE. 

Rev.  James  W.  Thompson, 

Isaiah  Bangs,  Esq., 

Hon.  Albert  Fearing, 

Rev.  Alonzo  Hill, 

Rev.  Charles  Brooks, 

Henry  P.  Fairbanks,  Esq.,  Treasurer. 

Rev.  F.  W.  Holland,  Secretary. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
Rev.  Charles  Briggs  was  appointed  to  perform  the  duties  of 
Home  Secretary. 

Hon.  S.  Fairbanks  moved  as  an  amendment  to  Art  III. 
of  the  By-laws,  that  for  the  word  "  Secretary,''  a  "  General 
Secretary  and  a  Home  Secretary"  should  be  substituted. 

The  additional  article  proposed  by  Henry  P.  Fairbanks, 
Esq.,  last  year,  that  *^  Members  of  Associations  formed  as 
auxiliary  to  this  shall  be  considered  as  members  of  this  As- 
sociation, entitled  to  attend  its  meetings  and  take  port  by 
discussion  and  vote  in  its  proceedings,  provided  the  terms  of 
subscription  to  such  auxiliaries  be  not  less  than  one  dollar 


Directors. 
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annually ;  but  no  member  of  an  auxiliary  or  any  annual  sub- 
scriber shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  the  annual  meeting,  un- 
less his  subscription  shall  be  paid  on  or  before  the  1st  of 
May,'^  was  adopted  unanimously. 

Mr.  Alger^s  amendment,  proposed  last  year,  creating  life- 
directors  by  the  payment  of  one  hundred  dollars  to  the  funds 
of  the  Association,  was  then  debated  at  length,  and  indefinite- 
ly postponed,  by  a  nearly  unanimous  vote. 

The  President  reported  the  decision  of  the  Executive 
Committee  against  presenting  a  bound  set  of  our  Tracts  to 
every  college  and  theological  school,  according  to  a  resolu- 
tion offered  the  last  year,  —  first,  because  many  of  our  tracts 
were  out  of  print,  and  secondly,  because  the  expense  would 
be  beyond  our  means. 

N.  A.  Barrett,  Esq.,  offered  a  resolution,  that  the  Executive 
Committee  be  requested  hereaAer  to  leave  the  annual  meet- 
ings perfectly  free  after  the  usual  introductory  services, 
without  engaging  any  speakers,  which  was  debated  at 
length,  and  lost. 

jQn  motion  of  6.  W.  Warren,  Esq,  it  was  voted  that  a 
circular  be  sent  to  every  auxiliary,  requesting  them  to  ap- 
point several  delegates  to  our  next  annual  meeting. 

It  was  then  voted,  nearly  unanimously,  that  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  be  read  in  future  at  the  commencement  of 
the  business  meeting  of  the  Association. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  to  Federal  Street  Church,  at 
half  past  seven  oVlock,  when  prayers  were  offered  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Cordner  of  Montreal,  the  report  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee was  read  and  accepted,  and  an  Address  given  by 
Kev.  Dr.  Dewey  of  New  York,  upon  the  position  and  duties 
of  the  Unitarian  denomination ;  and,  after  singing  the  usual 
doxology,  the  Association  adjourned  sine  die, 
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TREASURER'S   REPORT. 

StaUmetU  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  Ameri- 
can  Unitarian  Association^  from  May  25(A,  1847,  to 
May  29th,  1848. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  Maj  95tb,  1847,  aa  per  account 

then  rendered,    .  $  136  45 

From  Auxiliary  Aaeociations  and  Sabaoriptiona,  $  1|817  45 
"    Donations,     ....  3,153  00 

•<    Life-members,      .  .  .  .  240  00 

**    Salea  of  Tracts,         ...  53  S7 

'*    Societies  and  Individuals,  for  Misatonaiy 

and  other  Purposes,  1,698  03 

<«    Societies  and  Indiridnals,  for  the  relief  of 

Churches  needing  aid,  825  00 

*'    Societies  and  Individuals,  for  Theological 

Education,  including  Meadyille  School,  314  00 

•  «    Legacy  of  the  late  A .  W.  Fuller,  Esq.,  1 ,000  00 

«    Rev.  William  Adam,  Balance  of  $  100  paid 

to  htm  July  21st,  1845,  •  .  30  00 

"    Interest  of  Permanent  Fnndy  .  .  1,046  00    9J569  7u 


99,706  20 


EXPENDITURES. 

For  Paper,  and  Printing  and  Binding  Tracts,  f  Ml  72 
«    Salary  of  SecreUry ,  (Rct.  C.  Brigga,)  from 

May  S5th,  1847,  to  January  1st,  1848,  1,108  78 

*'    Salary  of  Secretary,  (Rey.  F.  W.  Holland,) 

firora  January  1st,  1846,  5  months,  416  67 

«<    Salary  of  Assistant  Secretary,  (Rev.  C. 

BriggsO  ftom  Jan.  1st,  1848,5  months,  908  33 

"  Travelling  Expenses  of  Secretaries,  138  80 

Amount  carried  over,  $  2»780  30 


U  Cft  •!  I( 

€€  ft  St  C< 

<i  M  <•  «C 

U  <«  «  II 
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• 

Amoant  brought  OTWi  f  3»789  30 

For  EzpeniM  of  Collection,           •  •      59  60 

«<    Rent  of  Office,  Tract  Agency,  ^.,  225  00 

**    Incidental  Ezpemee,  inclading  Interest,  .    328  51 

**   Faroitttie  for  Office,  75  25 

$3,477  66 

"    Borrowed  Money  repaid,  .      2,000  00 

•«    Aid  of  Unitarian  Soc.  in  Milwaakie,  200  00 

Washington,  D.  C,  60  00 

Vernon,  N.  Y.,  50  00 

Norwich,  Ct.,  40  00 

Windsor,  Vt.,  200  00 

*•        "             •'           "         Manchester,  N.  H.,  200  00 

"        "             "           «•         Topsham,  Me.,  100  00 

«<        "             "           "         Leverett,  Mass.,  50  00 

"        "             ««           "         Montague,  •«  50  00 

««        «•             "           "         Upton         '*  100  00 

«        "             tt           u         Lowell,  2d  Soc.,  300  00 

"        -     *«           "         Dennis,  50  00 

"             <*           "         Hayerhill,  75  00 
•<        '<     Broadway  UniUrian  Soc.,  South  Boston,  250  00 

•<        «     Rev.  Mr.  Fisher's  Soc.,  Boston,  125  00 

For  Theological  Education. 

To  Mr.  O.  S.  Femald,  60  00 

"    «<    J.  H.  Phipps,  .    100  00 

**  Meadville  School,  including  Rer.  Mr. 

Stebbins's  SaUry,  1,107  72 


<i 


1,640  00 


1,967  T2 


For  Missionary  Services. 

To  Re?.  Thomas  Barr,  .    100  00 
«     «     Mr.  Boothby,     .  50  00 

<'     •'     W.  P.  Huntington,  .  .     50  00 
•«     «     J.  H.  Allen,  20  00 

*•     «     J.W.Thompson,      .  .10  00 
«<    Mr.  Geo.  G.  Channing,  33  37       265  37 

Anount  carried  OTer,  $  8,850  75 
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A  moaata  brought  OT»r,  (8.860  75 

To  Book  and  Pamphlet  Society,  50  00 

•*  Rot.  H.  Snow,  for  CtrcuUtion  of  Books,  5200  00 

<<     **     O.  H.  Wellington,  for  Serrioee  rendered 

the  A«ociation,  10  00 

960  00 


$  9,110  75 
Belance,  ....  596  45 


Er.  Ex. 
BogUm,  May  30, 1848. 


$  9,706  2U 
H.  P.  FAIRBANKS,  Trtasurer. 


LIABILITIES  OF   THE  ASSOCIATION* 

The  following  fuina  have  been  appropriated  (in  part  condttionalljj, 
and  not  jet  drawn  from  the  Treaaary. 

For  MiMionarj  School  at  Albion,  Mich., 

**'  Dirinitj  School  at  Cambridge, 

<<  Theological  School  at  Meadville,  . 

•<  Re?.  Mr.  Walworth, 

•<  Unitarian  Society  at  Hillsboro,  III., 

"  "  •«  Waahington,  D.  C,      . 

*'  '*  '«  Maneheater,  N.  H., 

<*  Rev.  Mr.  Foz'a  Society  at  fioaton, 

'*  Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Churchea, 

$755  00 


9  50  00 

15  00 

90  00 

100  00 

50  00 

aoo  00 

100  00 

100  00 

50  00 

Boston^  June  3,  1S48.  The  undersigned  have  examined 
the  foregoing  accounts,  and  find  the  same  to  be  correctly 
cast,  and  properly  vouched. 

Thomas  Tarbell,  i   . 
N.  A.  Bareett,      ) 

♦  Bj  Uiii  iMt  of  the  lUbilitlM  of  the  Aasodatioo,  it  wlU  be  peicelTed  that  then  i» 
ft  debt  of  «  159.55. 
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TWENTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THB 

EXECUTIVE   COMMITTEE  OF  THE  AMERICAN   UiNITA- 

RIAN  ASSOCIATION. 


BsuBViNG  that  the  time  has  come  to  modify  the  action  of 
the  Associatioo  in  correspondence  with  the  progress  of  the 
denomination  and  the  new  position  of  this  incorporated 
organization,  the  Executive  Committee  desire  to  use  this 
occasion  to  copsider,  first,  the  purpose  for  which  we  are  a8« 
sociated ;  second,  the  means  of  realizing  that  purpose,  — 
our  Correspondence,  our  Auxiliaries,  our  Tracts,  our  Mis- 
sionaries. 

The  original  purpose  of  the  Unitarian  Association  is  de» 
dared  in  the  Constitution,  namely,'^  to  diffuse  the  knowledge 
and  promote  the  interests  of  pure  Christianity  throughout 
our  country .^^  Here  are  manifestly  ^wo  objects.  First,  to 
multiply  Unitarians.  The  name  of  the  society  indicates  the 
sense  in  which  the  term  "  pure  Christianity^'  is  to  be  under- 
stood. To  exhibit  and  defend  this  faith,  explain  its  true 
character,  vindicate  its  Scriptural  origin,  remove  the  objec- 
tions urged  against  it,  and  by  fair  argument  win  men  to  its 
profession,  were  undoubtedly  included  by  our  early  friends 
among  the  expected  results. 

But  proselytism  was  not  the  great  purpose  for  which  it 
was  instituted.  A  mere  profession  of  Unitarianism  seemed 
comparatively  unimportant.  The  chief  purpose  was  to  pro- 
mote the  moral  and  spiritual  interests  of  religion,  to  place 
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the  Gospel  in  closer  relations  to  the  consciences,  hearts,  and 
lives  of  men,  and  to  give  greater  efficacy  to  the  Divine  truth 
of  which  Christianity  is  at  once  the  most  compendious  and 
the  most  comprehensive  statement  Its  founders,  seeing 
that  their  efforts  for  the  spread  of  Christian  knowledge  or 
life,  if  turned  into  the  customary  channels,  must  become  in- 
strumental in  the  diffusion  of  error,  found  that  the  only 
manly  way  was  to  open  a  channel  through  which  they 
could  send  out  the  unpolluted  waters  of  salvation.  To 
make  men  Unitarians  was  only  a  second  and  subsidiary 
thing  to  making  them  Christian  in  character  and  life.  To 
enlighten  ignoraace,  convince  skepticism,  reform  the  sinful, 
arouse  the  careless,  to  bring  Christianity  into  connection 
with  the  societies  and  souls  of  men,  were  the  aims  most 
anxiously  entertained. 

In  a  just-published  letter  to  Mr.  Thatcher,  Dr.  Channing 
states  our  principles  in  this  respect.  ^^  There  cannot  be  a 
doubt,"  he  says,  '^  that  had  we  seriously  united  for  spread* 
ing  Unitarianism  by  any  and  every  means,  by  secret  insinu- 
ations against  those  who  differ  from  us,  by  uncharitable  de- 
nunciations, and  by  the  usual  arts  of  sects,  we  might  have 
produced  in  this  part  of  the  country  a  Unitarian  heat  of 
bitterness  not  inferior  to  that  with  which  Trinitarianism  is 
too  oAen  advocated.  But  our  people  will  testify  how  little 
we  have  labored  to  make  them  partisans,  how  constantly  we 
have  besought  them  to  look  with  candor  on  other  denomina- 
tions, and  to  delight  in  all  the  marks  others  exhibit  of  piety 
and  goodness.  Our  great  and  constant  aim  has. been  to 
spread  the  spirit  of  Christ,  and  we  have  been  persuaded 
that  in  this  way  we  should  most  eilectually  promote  the 
interests  of  Christian  truth." 
In  this  liberal  tone  of  thought  we  would  now  pass  in  re- 
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view  the  several  methods  of  aetioD  belonging  to  our  Associa- 
lion. 

I.  Our  Correspondence. 

This  has  been  increasing  rapidiy  within  these  few  months, 
and  promising  to  become  a  powerful  instrument  of  Christian 
influenoe,  —  an  instrument  not  burdened  with  costliness,  nor 
bounded  by  distance,  nor  exhausted  by  one  language,  nor 
confined  to  any  preconceived  variety  of  utteiance.  There 
are  letters  constantly  coming  in  for  information  upon  Uni- 
tarianism^  desiring  to  know  if  we  have  any  publications,  and 
where  they  may  be  obtained ;  if  we  administer  any  ordi- 
nances, and  where  they  may  be  enjoyed.  Others,  again, 
seek  intelligence  regarding  the  parpoees  and  methods  of 
this  Association.  Others  still  require  Christian  counsel, 
earnest  sympathy,  a  word  of  good  cheer,  the  knowledge 
how  others  have  worked  their  way  clear,  that  they  may  so 
light  as  to  obtain  the  mastery.  Other  letters  there  are, 
opening  promising  fields  «f  labor,  advising  us  in  the  applica- 
tion of  funds  and  the  circulation  of  tracts,  pointing  out  men 
who  should  be  attracted  to  the  ministry,  and  pastors  who 
deserve  our  sympathy  and  aid  through  some  unusual  trial. 
The  lengthy  replies  which  a  portion  of  this  correspondence 
requires  are  burdensome,  especially  after  the  exhaustion  of 
a  faithful  attendance  upon  the  office;  but  nothing  else 
answers  so  entirely  the  original  idea  of  the  American 
Unitarian  Association,  and  no  other  mode  of  effort  accom- 
plishes so  much  at  once,  so  much  for  us,  as  well  as  for  the 
scattered  brethren  of  the  same  spiritual  household.  All  over 
our  wide  land  are  persons  of  influence  and  intelligence, 
who  need  only  a  little  light  and  the  expression  of  fraternal 
sympathy  from  an  organization  like  our  own,  to  become 
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efficient  coworken.  The  Aaaociadoo  ihould  be  Imxiglic 
into  communion  with  these  dispersed  friends,  should  gatiier 
from  all  parts  of  the  land  such  contributions  of  Christian 
faith  and  liberality  as  shall  give  to  our  action  a  deeper  tone, 
and  a  wider,  because  a  responsive,  influence.  And  tbis 
thought  is  becoming  realized  as  rapidly  as  possible.  The 
correspondence  divided  among  various  persons  is  gradoally 
pouring  into  one  central  stream,  and  vastly  multiplying  the 
labor  and  extending  the  efficiency  of  the  office  of  the 
Association. 

II.  Our  Auxiliaries. 

There  are  reasons  which  hiduoe  an  adherence  to  this 
method  of  sustaining  our  operations  in  prsference  to  those 
which  promise  more  at  first,  but  which  act  with  less 
regularity  and  are  liable  to  be  abandoned  at  any  momeat. 
It  is  desirable  that  every  Unitarian  congregation,  whether 
large  or  small,  wealthy  or  poor,  self-sustained  or  dependent 
in  part  on  foreign  aid,  should  have  its  auxiliary  association 
in  correspondence  with  this  parent  society,  and  that  its 
members  should  be  increased  from  year  to  year,  while  the 
torpid  auxiliaries  should  be  revived,  the  feeble  encouraged, 
and  those  that  have  done  well  stimulated  to  do*^  still  better. 

£very  such  society  should  so  arrange  its  annual  meeting 
as  to  secure  an  address  or  addresses  appropriate  to  the  oc- 
casion, a  special  meeting  of  all  friendly  to  our  views,  the 
attendance  of  some  members  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
as  well  as  of  the  General  Secretary,  and  all  the  impulse, 
knowledge,  direction,  and  extension  which  an  assembly  de« 
voted  to  this  particular  object  can  furnish.  Were  these 
meetings  appointed  on  week-evenings,  a  season  much  more 
suitable  to  the  purposes  of  this  AssociatioD,  and,  aa  experi- 
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ence  has  proved,  quite  as  profitable  as  ^be  Lord's  Day,  the 
Secretary  would  make  it  a  business  to  attead  all  such  meet* 
ings,  keep  our  societies  informed  of  one  another's  prospects 
and  wants,  and  supply  the  Association  with  that  constant 
and  recent  intelligence  necessary  to  its  profitable  action. 

This  stated  annual  meeting  would  also  have  the  e^ct  of 
preventing  the  auxiliaries  from  neglecting  onr  jQst  claims, 
from  sufiering  their  own  numbers  to  dwindle  away  by 
death  and  removal,  from  allowing  our  tmcts  to  be  piled  away 
unread,  and  from  every  other  abuse  which  has  attended  this 
instrumentality  hitherto.  In  our  two  hundred  and  sixty* 
seven  soeietles,  there  are  but  one  hundred  and  twenty* 
eight  auxiliaries,  and  of  these  certainly  one  half  have  little 
more  than  a  name  to  live.  Where  the  pastor  takes  a 
personal  interest  in  the  matter,  the  branch  of  our  vine  is 
sure  to  flourish  and  bear  abundant  fruit.  May  we  not  hope 
that  to  our  oi^y  Missionary,  our  only  Tract  organization, 
the  clergy  will  begin  to  show  something  of  that  interest 
which  has  aagmented  the  principal  societies  of  the  kmd 
among  our  Orthodox  brethren  twenty«five  per  cent  this 
year? 

m.  Our  Missionaries. 

As  we  can  hope  for  means  to  send  out  but  few  travelling 
missionaries,  it  is  the  more  necessary  that  those  few  should 
be  of  the  hidiest  charaeter,  -^  not  those  who  are  in  want  of 
any  thing  better  to  do,  nor  those  whom  the  parishes  at 
home  are  weary  of  hearing^-— but  men  who*shaU  com* 
nsand  respect  and  win  coofidende  by  their  ability,  discretion, 
and  devotion.  The  poliey  pursued  in  former  years  of  send*- 
ing  out  settled  ministers,  while  their  pulpits,  were  supplied 
by  yom^er  men,  deserves  our  zealous  continuance.    But 
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greatly  enlarged  means  are  needed  so  that  we  may  even 
bear  the  name  of  a  missionary  society.  The  fund  for  this 
purpose,  which  resulted  from  a  series  of  meetings  held  in 
this  city  and  vicinity  five  years  ago,  ceased  with  the  spring 
of  this  year ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Anniversary  will  not 
be  allowed  to  pass  without  some  distinct  action  on  a  subject 
of  such  vital  moment.  It  is  the  opinion  of  those  laboring  in 
the  field  to  which  our  attention  has  been  more  and  more 
directed,  that  fiAy  missionaries  could  be  profitably  sent  out 
to  the  West  alone;  and  that  they  could  not  work  long 
before  there  would  be  a  call  for  fiAy  more.  In  times  pest, 
having  had  to  deny  so  many  brethren  who  desired  to  go 
out  as  missionaries,  and  having  been  driven  back  by  want  of 
means  from  many  interesting  fields  of  labor,  friends  at  a 
distance  have  frequently  acquiesced  in  it  as  a  settled  thing, 
that  they  could  not  obtain  Unitarian  preaching,  no  matter 
how  much  they  desired  it  This  has  led  some  entire  com- 
munities to  turn  away  from  any  Christian  ordinances,  and 
is  exposing  now  the  future  of  our  country,  as  well  as  of  our 
Church,  to  most  serious  injury.  The  patriot  as  well  aa  the 
Christian  must  mourn  that  the  youth  of  our  country,  the 
fresh  tide  of  humanity,  should  rise  up  without  the  conserva- 
tive yet  inspiring  influences  of  our  holy  faith.  Those  more 
vigorous  and  enterprising  minds  which  so  generally  demand 
our  views  will  not  find  the  Christian  influences  which  they 
need,  will  not  ripen  so  surely  into  a  virtuous  manhood, 
will  not  bear  the  fruit  we  desire  m  social  culture,  busi- 
ness integrity,  general  purity,  and  public  fhith.  Is  it  not 
time  that  we  abandoned  the  timid  policy  of  doing  as 
little  as  possible,  of  encouraging  hardly  any  new  enter- 
prises, of  satisfying  ourselves  with  approaching  our  own 
achievements  in  former  years,  of  sending  out  hardly  men 
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enough  to  say  that  we  have  missionaries  ?  Should  our  con- 
sciences sit  easy  under  such  treachery  to  Christ  ?  Can  we 
claim  our  descent  from  those  Apostles  who  made  the  world 
their  home,  who  toiled  and  suffered  for  the  Gentile  as  well  as 
the  Jew,  who  manifestly  expected  that  the  missionaiy  spirit 
should  heam  forth  from  every  Christian  church  until  the 
knowledge  of  the  Lord  covered  the  earth,  as  the  waters 
cover  the  sea? 

IV.  Our  Tracts. 

We  have  this  year  issued,  as  usual,  twelve  new  tracts, 
upon  stereotype  plates,  in  editions  of  six  thousand  each; 
we  have  also  reprinted  six  of  the  thirty-five  tracts  which  had 
entirely  disappeared  from  the  Depository  last  January. 
Since  then,  other  vacancies  have  occurred  in  our  assortment, 
and  the  general  stock  has  heen  so  much  reduced  that  two 
thousand  dollars  are  required  to  prepare  us  for  the  demands 
of  the  times.  It  is  mortifying,  when  money  is  forwarded 
hundreds  of  miles  for  our  own  publications,  to  be  obliged  to 
say  that  we  have  not  a  single  copy  ourselves  of  some  of  the 
best;  that  it  is  not  possible  at  present  to  complete  a  series 
for  any  one,  far  less  to  undertake,  as  was  proposed  the  last 
year,  to  supply  all  our  colleges  and  theological  schools  with 
bound  sets.  A  change  so  entire,  from  the  overstocked  De* 
poeiiory  of  six  years  ago,  seems  to  argue  a  new  interest 
taken  by  some  portion  of  the  public  in  our  views.  And 
yet  it  must  be  confessed  that  our  controversial  tracts  have 
lost  their  interest  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  cannot 
hope  to  recover  it,  no  matter  by  whom  they  are  written. 
Indeed,  when  a  dozen  tracts  have  been  given  to  some  single 
doctrine,  it  is  but  fair  to  conclude  that  we  have  done  that 
doctrine  all  the  justice  in  our  power.    The  Committee  are 
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maklag  unwearied  efforts  to  obtain  a  more  popular  series  of 
narrative  and  biographical  tracts,  realizing  the  suggestioo 
once  made  by  Dr.  Channing  in  these  words, — ^*  Would  not 
oocaslonal  accounts  of  virtuous  poverty,  of  high  examples  of 
virtue  found  in  common  life,  be  very  useful  ?  ^'  *-*  and  giving 
the  thought  an  application  as  wide  as  humanity,  to  wealth 
just  as  much  as  poverty,  to  unusual  experiences  as  well  as 
the  ordinary  routine  of  being.  In  carrying  into  efiect  thk 
partial  change  in  our  publications,  in  enlisting  popular 
female  writers  in  room  of  theological  treatises  by  clergy- 
men alone,  the  Executive  Committee  are  only  acting  out 
the  frequently  recorded  purposes  of  their  predeoesaorai 
The  serious  obetaole  will  be,  with  the  small  means  at  our 
command,  to  compete  at  all  with  the  generous  offers  of  the 
leading  journals  for  the  same  kind  of  literature. 

The  Committee  suggest,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  devi* 
ate  occasionally  from  the  monotony  of  one  tract  per  month, 
and  issue,  when  occasion  calls,  a  quarterly  volume,  contain- 
ing  some  entire  woric  like  Ware's  Formation  of  Christian 
Character,  or  Martineau's  Prize  Essays,  in  neat  covers, 
suited  for  preservation,  and  worthy  of  a  place  at  the  fireside 
and  in  the  family  library.  Some  subjects  would  then  re- 
ceive the  thorough  discussion  which  our  present  limits  for- 
bid, an  addition  of  real  value  might  be  made  to  the  standard 
lileratUTO  of  theology,  and  we  should  be  spared  the  necessi- 
ty of  ever  giving  currency  to  an  essay  of  merely  moderate 
worth.  There  are  subjects,  such  as  Baptism,  the  Old  Teeta- 
meot,  the  Epistles,  Amusement,  Sickness,  dec.,  which  have 
not  been  touched  in  our  twenty-one  volumes,  and  whieh  re- 
quire a  full  and  fair  discussion,  once  fbr  all. 

A  new  series  of  four-page  tracts,  for  gratuitous  distribu- 
tioo,  is  intended  to  appear  before  long. 
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Two  young  clergymen  are  engaged  as  colporteurs  in  the 
circulation  and  sale  of  Channing^s  works,  one  under  the 
direction  of  our  Association,  the  other  in  connection  with  the 
Meadnlle  School.  But  when  we  see  that  another  American 
society,  pursuing  an  object  very  similar  to  our  own,  has  em- 
ployed through  part  of  the  year  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven  travelling  book-agents, -*  when  we  find,  too,  how 
warmly  our  own  messengers  have  been  received,  over  fifty 
sets  of  Channing's  works  being  taken  sometimes  in  a  single 
remote  village,  —  shall  we  not  follow  the  finger  of  Provi- 
dence, and  pursue  this  work  on  a  broad  and  generous  plan, 
worthy  of  our  means,  worthy  of  our  views,  worthy  of  this 
land  of  promiM,  worthy  of  the  humanity  we  would  elevate 
and  redeem  ?  A  resolution  was  adopted  last  Anniversary  to 
this  effect,  and  there  are  not  a  few  among  us  who  would  be 
glad  to  give  part  of  the  year  to  so  good  a  work.  It  appears 
to  us  to  be  the  least  objectionable  among  all  the  instrumen- 
talities employed  by  the  popular  sects,  to  be  created  by  a 
manifest  necessity,  to  threaten  no  interference  with  individu- 
al freedom,  to  promise  to  supplant  a  base  and  perishable 
literature  by  one  at  once  elevating  and  enduring,  and  in  our 
hands  to  receive  a  far  higher  application  by  the  character 
of  the  works  we  have  offered  and  are  to  ofier. 

So  much  for  the  future ;  for  the  past,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Association  has  to  report,  that  in  five  months*  service  he 
has  travelled  2,353  miles,  visited  56  parishes,  addressed  33 
and  formed  and  revived  12  auxiliaries,  lectured  before  15 
Sunday  schools,  and  given  G6  other  addresses. 

If,  with  so  considerable  an  amount  of  e£R>rt,  the  pecuni- 
ary results  are  still  very  small,  several  impediments  in  our 
path  must  be  taken  into  view.  And,  first,  the  year  has  been 
a  broken  one ;  for  more  than  half  of  it  we  have  been  wait- 
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log  for  some  one  to  fUI  the  office  and  make  the  addfossea  of 
the  General  Secrelery.  Secoad,  the  niasiooary  fuod,  which 
served  to  a^vell  the  suin  total  of  previous  yeersi  baTing  nearly 
eeased^  so  much  is  wiihdrawa  fioin  the  incoine  of  the  preaeol 
year.  Third,  an  uausual  Qumher  of  oor  seoietiea  haye  been 
diseharghng  ehureh  debts,  ececting  new  houses  of  woishi|s 
or  so  materially  improviag  the  aoeemmodationa  of  theekl^ 
^t  they  think  themselves  lienofahly  released  from  a  fresh 
effi>rt  novr.  Fourth,  several  of  our  eeuntry  soeieties  have 
eontributed  so  generously  fbir  the  purchase  of  Channiog'a 
works,  oflen  with  a  view  to-  grataikHis  distributioa,  that  they 
•eaii  only  aid  us  with  pronnsee  at  preseaU  FiAh,  our  cily 
soeieties,  in  other  places  aa  well  as  BoaliHU  hare  taken  so 
strong  hoUL  of  the  ministry  at  kii^  as  sometimes  to  evade 
our  appeals  altogether.  Sijlh«  during  the  period  when  nine 
tenths  of  our  collecUoaa  are  commealy  made,  a  severe  prea- 
sure  has  been,  experieaced  in  the  money-market,  and  soaie 
of  our  best  friends  have  beoa  disabled  from  doing  what  they 
otherwise  would  Last,  though  the  new  Secrotary  has  been 
greatly  aided  by  the  knowledge  and  experienoe  of  his  pre- 
decessor, he  has  no  doubt  come  very  far  shcart  of  whttt  a 
longer  aoquaintance  with  the  work  and  a  larger  intimacy 
with  our  parishes  may  enable  him  to  accomplish* 

Earnest  thanks  are  due  to  those  Boston  friends  who  came 
forward  at  the  urgency  of  one  of  our  most  devoted  laymen,  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  honorably  released 
us  from  a  burden  of  nearly  three  thousand  dollam  of  debt. 

Our  receipts  have  been  9  9,706.20;  our  expeadituces,  in- 
cluding appropriations  not  yet  paid,  $  9,865.75. 

It  m  lefireshiog  to  ofiaet  this  comparative  feilure  in  peeuai* 
ary  results  with  the  fact,  that  our  churches  here  asd  away 
were  never  so  numerous,  never   so  proq>erous,  befece* 
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From  his  receat  Visi£^  to  fifty-six  parishes,  the  Secretary 
has  obtained  ocular  demonstration  that  our  societies  are 
▼ery  generally  growing  i&  numbers,  in  zeal,  in  publio 
esteesiH  it  laay  be.  hoped  in  spiritual  life»  Hardly  any 
Other  denomination  could  beast  sa  great  a  proportion  o£ 
churches  throwing  off  every  burden,  renewing  the  sanctuary. 
IB  costly  asd  elegsnt  form,  and  furasbing  religion  every 
ouiwasd  meaiis  of  clothing  its  woid  with  power.  In  the 
latter  our  lendeocy  is  to  excess ;  and  ^re  have  sometimes 
been  reasons  for  regielting  that  a  generous  people  have  e^ 
ponded  that  amowii  in  erecting  a  single  edifice  which  might 
have  famished  ibitr  comfortable  bosses  where  they  woeq 
equelly  needed.  Bui  we  certaialy  have  no  cause  to  mourn 
over  decay,  when  hardly  such  a  thing  can  be  found  in  our 
Israel  as  an  uspainted,  comfortless,  forlorn,  deserted,  snd 
dishonored  house  of  God ;  when,  on  the  other  hand,  a  score 
of  societies  regarded  as  good  as  dead  have  staorted  afresh, 
have  outdone  their  own  expectations,  and  present  noble  ex- 
amples of  successful  efibrt  to  the  older  societies  around 
them.  Such  results  do  not  figure  in  our  Treasurer's  re- 
port, they  are  known  only  by  detached  fragments  to  any 
one,  they  make  no  show  in  the  streets ;  and  yet  these  genu- 
ine and  permanent  revivals  are  a  far  greater  test  of  the 
strength  of  Uaitarianism  than  the  erection  of  new  churchesy 
or  the  conversion  of  those  of  other  denominations  to  our 
use.  In  the  whole  experience  of  Christianity,  nothing  is 
more  difficult,  and  certainly  nothing  more  praiseworthy,  than 
for  a  self-abandoned  society  to  shake  off  its  lethargy,  strain; 
every  nerve  to  recover  its  forfeited  position,  and  give, 
blessed  evidence  of  a  renewed  and  constantly  renewing; 
Yitality.  Tiie  action  of  this  Association  has  repeatedly  in 
ttie  past  year  induced  societies  to  make  successfiil  efforts. 
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for  their  emancipation  from  debt,  by  giving  them  assistance 
only  on  condition  that  they  first  assisted  themselves.  Our 
friends  in  Manchester,  N.  H.,  state  that  they  have  greatly 
enlarged  their  Sunday  School  library,  fitted  their  church  for 
evening,  as  well  as  day  service,  discharged  every  liability, 
vastly  increased  their  audiences,  and  multiplied  their  Sun* 
day  scholars  sevenfold.  Much  of  this  change  from  almost 
despair  is  due  to  the  counsel  and  encouragement  of  the 
former  Greneral  Secretary.  The  Church  of  the  Divine  Uni- 
ty in  New  York,  a  subject  of  considerable  anxiety  for  some 
time,  has  by  a  noble  and  united  efibrt  put  itself  beyond  any 
fear  for  the  future.  The  societies  at  Stow,  Haverhill,  and 
Lexington  have  found  the  calamity  which  swept  away  their 
pleasant  sanctuaries  blest,  in  the  energy  it  prompted  and  the 
united  eflbrt  it  compelled.  Our  distant  societies,  like  Elgin, 
Chicago,  St.  Louis,  Syracuse,  Washington,  were  never  so 
prosperous  before.  East  Boston,  Athol,  Hopkinton,  Ware, 
Warwick,  and  Northumberland,  Pa.,  deserve  similar  men* 
tion.  The  reports  from  Montreal  are  exceedingly  en- 
couraging. Toronto  and  Albany  are  sustaining  themselves 
by  lay  services,  preparatory  to  a  renewed  effort  by  and  by. 
From  all  parts  of  the  land,  and  from  our  personal  experi- 
ence, we  find  that  the  desire  for  information  regarding  our 
views  was  never  so  great  as  at  this  moment,  nor  the  duty  of 
promoting  religious  inquiry  so  manifestly  pressed  upon  us 
by  Him  who  bids  us  **  work  while  it  is  day.*^ 

We  are  partakers  in  a  noble  enterprise,  that  of  circulating 
the  six-volume  edition  of  Dr.  Channing*s  works  at  a  price 
so  low  as  to  put  them  within  the  reach  of  nearly  every 
household,  and  yet  in  such  attractive  form  as  to  win  general 
favor.  About  nine  thousand  sets  have  been  already  wel- 
comed by  the  wise  zeal  of  our  clergy  and  the  generous 
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sjnipathy  of  oar  churches,  large  numbers  have  been  sent 
out  West,  hundreds  <^  clergymen  have  been  gratuitously 
supplied,  and  every  college  and  every  theological  school 
is  now  ofTered  a  copy  without  money  and  without  price. 
A  new  edition  of  three  thousand  was  taken  up  as  soon  as  it 
appeared,  and  still  another  is  in  active  preparation.  The 
eighteen  thousand  volumes  just  sent  forth  correspond  to  a 
tract-circulation  of  900,000  of  our  ordinary  tracts,  or  two 
millions  and  a  quarter  of  the  four^page  tracts  of  the  Amerii 
can  T^iaci  Society*  The  eagerness  with  which  this  edition 
has  been  received,  and  the  wide  circulation  it  is  enjoying^ 
are  most  encouraging  signs  of  the  times,  —  are  promise  of  a 
glorious  harvest  yet  to  be  reaped  in  fields  so  well  sown,— «• 
are  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  increasing  interest  taken  in 
our  views  all  over  the  land. 

The  desire  has  been  frequently  expressed,  that  a  similar 
circulation  should  be  given  to  the  works  of  Henry  Ware,  jr.» 
whose  Glospel  simplicity  of  style  and  unction  of  address 
seem  deserving  to  be  known,  as  they  are  not  known,  by  the 
millions  of  our  countrymen.  Future  generations  would  re- 
joice over  such  an  abiding  impulse  given  to  the  cause  of  pure 
morals.  Christian  charity,  and  fervid  piety ;  the  after  history 
of  our  nation  might  be  somewhat  changed  by  the  wid»* 
spread  teachings  of  wo  true  a  heart,  so  life-giving  a  soul. 
We  trust  that  another  Autumnal  Convention  will  not  come 
and  go  without  some  step  towards  so  noble  a  result. 

From  England  we  learn,  by  a  late  letter  of  that  true 
apostle,  Joseph  Barker,  that  ^Mn  the  circle  in  which  he 
moves.  Unitarian  doctrines  are  making  their  way  and  have 
been  making  their  way  for  years  past.  I  have  not  the  least 
doubt,''  he  adda,  ^  that,  amongst  the  people  whom  I  have 
had  the  opportontty  of  addressing,  and  amongst'Kvhom  my 
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publications  have  been  circulated,  not  leas  than  from  thirty 
to  forty  thousand  people  have  embraced  Unitarianiam  within 
the  last  five  years.  If  those  who  hold  Unitarian  sentiments 
would  use  their  influence  as  they  ought  in  multiplying  and 
circulating  plain,  popular,  and  truthful  publications,  they 
woltald  see  their  sentiments  prevailing  in  every  class  of 
society  and  every  part  of  the  world.*' 

The  entire  success  of  the  ministry  at  large  is  a  very 
mariced  feature  in  our  intelligence  from  abroad;  a  new 
chapel  has  just  been  consecrated  to  its  service  in  London, 
and  this  idea,  which  sprang  up  in  our  Association  with  its 
birth,  seems  gaining  general  favor  in  the  mother  land.  We 
find  that  a  new  college  called  University  Hall  has  just  been 
established  in  London,  by  the  contributions  of  our  brethren, 
to  prepare  academical  students  for  graduation  at  the  London 
University.  From  the  speeches  of  Drs.  Andrews  and  Mont- 
gomery, at  a  late  meeting  in  Belfast,  we  should  judge  that 
our  cause  in  Ireland  was  making  a  healthy  and  honorable 
progress. 

On  the  Continent,  two  facts  claim  notice.  The  celebrated 
Unitarian  preacher,  M.  Coquerel,  has  been  elected  a  mem* 
her  of  the  National  Assembly  now  in  session,  and  is  classed 
among  the  prominent  men  of  the  moderate  party ;  while  a 
somewhat  singular  movement  in  Geneva,  one  we  cannot 
wholly  regret,  placed  our  brethren,  the  venerable  company 
of  pastors,  at  the  mercy  of  a  radical  political  party,  which 
may  disturb  their  influence  and  arrest  th^r  labors.  It  is, 
however,  in  no  sense  a  theological  movement;  it  is  simply  a 
longing  for  some  larger  liberty,  and  impatience  at  the  anti- 
quated authority  of  the  Grenevese  clergy;  it  subjects  the 
diurches  to  a  ministry  elected,  we  might  almost  say,  by  the 
people  at /large,  designated  in  fact  by  a  body  in  which  the 
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laity,  chosen  without  regard  to  religious  character,  hold  the 
sway  of  four  to  one  of  the  clei^. 

Since  our  last  Anniversary,  the  Association  has  had 
several  losses  to  mourn ;  among  others,  the  sudden  decease 
of  one  of  its  earliest,  heartiest  friends,*  whose  exceedingly 
practical  mind  saw  at  a  glance  the  capacity  of  this  organiza- 
tion in  its  infancy  for  a  vast  good  to  humanity  as  well  as 
Christianity,  whose  wisely  liheral  spirit  saw  in  our  success 
the  doom  set  upon  exclusionism  and  higotry,  whose  earnest 
labors  as  General  Secretary  gave  us  much  of  our  standing 
with  the  churches,'  whose  glowing  heart  beat  in  closest 
sympathy  with  us  till  it  was  so  unexpectedly  summoned  to 
its  rest  and  its  reward. 

But  as  one  aAer  another  of  our  faithful  helpers  pass  to 
their  account,  shall  not  that  progress-spirit  which  character- 
izes our  views  prompt  us  to' press  on  with  renewed  zeal, 
seeing  the  night  cometh  wherein  no  man  can  work  ?  May 
we  not  hope  that  the  partakers  in  another  Anniversary  will 
feel  that  the  opportunities  of  doing  good  upon  earth  are 
passing  away  never  to  return,  opportunities  at  present  so 
negligently  used  or  so  grossly  neglected  ?  —  that  not  many 
more  gatherings  at  our  annual  festival,  and  they  too  may 
be  looking  from  the  world  of  spirits  upon  the  ripened  har- 
vest whose  laborers  are  so  few  ?  May  there  be  no  vain  re- 
grets for  buried  talents  rising  up  with  us  in  the  resurrection, 
no  unavailing  penitence  for  a  neglected  stewardship;  but, 
faithful  to  our  country,  faithful  to  our  Church,  faithful  to 
humanity,  faithful  to  the  love  and  life  of  Christ,  may  the 
past  indeed  be  blessed,  the  future  glorious ! 


*  B«7.  Jaioa  Wblunan. 
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ACT  OF   INCORPORATION. 

COMMOHWBALTB    OF    MAiSACHUtKTTfl. 

In  the  year  one  tfaoomod  eight  handred  and  fbrt^-seren. 
jfn  J3el  to  inearporaU  the  Jhturiean  Xhdtanan  AsaodatioK. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representativee,  in 
General  Court  anembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  aame,  ae  foi- 
lows :  — Section  1.  Charles  Briggs,  Sarouei  K.  Lothrop,  Henry  F. 
Fairbanks,  their  associates  and  succesBors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpon* 
tion,  by  the  name  of  the  American  Unitarian  Association,  with  all 
the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities,  and 
restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Stat- 
utes ;  and  said  corporation  may  bold  real  and  personal  estate  to  the 
value  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  devoted  exclusively  to  the  pro- 
motion of  the  interests  of  moral  and  religious  instruction.  Section  2. 
All  donations,  devises,  and  bequests  of  real  and  personal  estate,  which 
may  heretofore  have  been  made  to  the  American  Unitarian  Associa- 
tion, or  to  the  Executive  Committee  thereof,  shall  be  and  inure  Co 
the  use  and  benefit  of  the  corporation  hereby  created,  to  be  appropri- 
ated, however,  to  the  pnrposea  designated  in  any  such  donation^  de* 
visB»  or  bequest.  Section  3.  This  Act  shall  take  effi&ct  from  and  after 
its  passage. 

House  of  Representatives,  March  Sd,  1847,  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Ebch  BRADBonr,  Spemker. 

In  Senate,  March  4, 1847,  passed  to  be  enacted. 

W.  B.  Calrooit,  Presideni. 

March  4th,  1847.    Approved. 

Gxo.  N.  BjuuGi. 

Seereiar^s  Qfic$^  Mdrek  &,  1847. 
I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  Act. 

JOHH    G.  PALFRSTy 

S§eretary  of  the  CommonweaUk, 

BY-LAWS. 

Abticlb  1.    Hie  object  of  the  American  Unitarian  AssociafioB 
■hall  be  to  diffuse  the  knowledge  and  promote  the  intereets  of  pure 
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ChriatiaDity  throughout  our  country ;  and  all  Unitarian  Christiani  in 
the  United  Slates  shall  be  invited  to  unite  and  oo5perate  with  it  for 
that  purpose. 

Abt.  2.  An  annaal  subaeription  of  one  dollar  shall  constitufc  a 
person  a  member  so  long  as  such  subsoription  be  paid,  and  «  snbeerip- 
Uon  of  thirty  dollars  shall  constitute  a  person  a  member  for  life. 

Art.  3.  The  officers  shall  be  a  President,  two  Vice-Presidents,  a 
Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  and  five  Directors,  two  of  whom,  at  least,  shaU 
be  laymen.  These  officers  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot,  at  the  annual 
meeting,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  or  till  others  be 
chosen  in  their  stead. 

Abt.  4.  These  officers  shall  constitute  an  Executive  Committee, 
who  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  each  month,  and  shall  have  charge  of 
all  the  business  and  interests  of  the  Association,  the  direction  of  its 
funds  and  operations,  with  power  to  fill  any  vacancies  that  may  occur 
in  their  number  between  any  two  annual  meetings,  and  to  call  spedal 
meetings  of  the  corporation  whenever  they  shall  deem  it  necessary  or 
expedient. 

Abt.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  keep  a  full  record 
of  the  meetings  of  the  corporation,  and  of  the  Executive  Committee ;. 
to  conduct  the  correspondence  of  the  Association  and  keep  an  accu- 
rately arranged  file  of  the  same;  and  in  gieneral  to  perform  suoh 
services,  to  suggest,  devise,  and  execute,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  such  plans  and  measures,  as  shall,  in  their 
judgment,  tend  to  promote  the  objects  of  the  Association,  increase  its 
usefulness,  and  enlarge  the  sphere  of  its  influence ;  and  his  salary 
shall  be  determined  by  vote  of  the  corporation  at  the  annual  meeting. 
Art.  6.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  shall  be  held  on 
the  Tuesday  before  the  last  Wednesday  in  May,  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M., 
at  such  place  in  the  city  of  Boston  as  the  Executive  Committee  may 
appoint,  of  which  due  notice  shall  be  given  by  advertisement  in  two 
or  more  newspapers  published  in  Boston  at  least  ten  days  previous. 

Art.  7.  Any  amendment  of  these  articles,  proposed  at  one  annual 
meeting,  may  be  adopted  at  the  next,  if  a  majority  of  the  members 
present  vote  in  favor  of  it. 
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CLERGYMEN  MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE. 

The  foUowing^  clergymen  have  been  made  members  for  life  of  the 
Afsociation,  by  the  donation  of  thirty  dollan  or  more,  principally 
from  ladiet  of  their  reepectiTe  aooieties. 


Abbot,  Abiel 
Adams,  E.  O. 
Alden,  Seth 
Alger,  Horatio 
Alger,  W.  R. 
Allen,  Joseph 
Allen,  Joseph  H. 
Allen,  T.  Prentiss 

*  Andrews,  William 
Arnold,  A.  C.  L. 

*  Bancroft,  Aaron,  D.  D. 
Barrett,  Samuel 
Barry,  William 
Bartlett,  John 

*  Basoom,  Eiekiel  L. 
Bates,  Reaben 
Bellows,  Henry  W. 
Bigelow,  Andrew,  D.  D. 

*  Braier,  John,  D.  D. 
Briggs,  Charles 
Brigham,  Charles  H. 
Brooks,  Charles 
Brooks,  Charles  T. 
Brown,  Addison 
Buckingham,  Edgar 
Burnap,  George  W. 
Burton,  Warren 
Chandler,  Seth 

«  Channing,  William  E.,  D.  D. 


Clark,  Amos 
Clarke,  Samuel 
Cole,  Jonathan 
Colman,  Henry 
Coolidge,  J.  I.  T. 
Cordner,  John 
Crafts,  E.  P. 
Crosby,  J. 

Cunningham,  Francis 
Cutler,  Curtis 

*  Damon,  David 
Dewey,  Orville,  D.  D. 
Doggett,  Theophilus  P. 
«  Edes,  Edward  H. 
Edes,  Henry,  D.  D. 
Edes,  Henry  F. 

Ellis,  George  E. 
Emmons,  Henry 
Everett,  O.  C. 
Farley,  Frederick  A. 
Field,  Joseph,  D.  D. 

*  Flint,  Jacob 
Flint,  James,  D.  D. 
Fosdick,  David 
Fox,  Thomas  B. 
Frost,  BarziUai 
Frothingham,  William 
Fumess,  William  H. 
Gage,  Nathaniel 


♦  Dead. 
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Gannett,  Ezra  S.,  D.  D. 
Gannett,  Thomae  B. 
Gray,  Frederick  T. 
Greene,  William  B. 

*  Greenwood,  F.  W.  P.,  Dt  D. 
HaU,  Edward  B. 

Hall,  Nathaniel 
Hamilton,  Lather 
Harrington,  Joseph,  Jr. 
Hedge,  F«  n. 
Hill,  Alonxo 
Holland,  F.  W. 
Hoamer,  George  W. 
Howe,  Moeei 
Hnnttngton,  Frederick  D. 
Hantoon,  Benjamin 
Ingeraoll,  George  G.,  D.  D. 
Johnson,  Rnfhs  A. 
Jadd,  Sylyetter 
Kendall,  Jamee,  D.  D. 
Lambert,  Henry 
Lamton,  Alyan,  D.  D. 
Lincoln,  Calvin 

*  Little,  Robert 
LiTcrmore,  A.  A. 
Loring,  Bailey 
Lothrop,  Samuel  K. 
Lnnt,  WUliam  P. 
May,  Samuel,  Jr. 
Merrick,  J.  M. 
Miles,  Henry  A. 
Moore,  Josiah 
Morse,  William 
Motte,  Mellish  I. 
Mnzzey,  Artemas  B. 
Newell,  WUliam 
Nichols,  Ichabod,  D.  D. 
Nightingale,  Crawford 


Noyes,  George  R.,  D.  D. 
Nate,  Ephraim 
Osgood,  Joseph 
Osgood,  Peter 
Osgood,  Samoel 
Palfrey,  John  G.,  D.  D. 

*  Parker,  Nathan,  D.  D. 
Parker,  Theodore 
Parkman,  Francis,  D.  D. 
Parkman,  John 

*  Peabody,  O.  W.  B. 
*Peabody,  William  B.  O.,  D.  D. 

*  Phipps,  H.  G.  O. 
Pierpont,  John 
Pike,  Richard 
Putnam,  George,  D.  D. 
Reynolds,  G. 
Richardson,  Joseph 

'  Ripley,  Ezra,  D.  D. 
Ripley,  George 

*  Ripley,  Samuel 
Robbins,  Chandler 
Robbins,  Samuel  D. 
Robinson,  Charles 

*  Rogers,  T.  F. 
Sanger,  Ralph 
Sargent,  J.  T. 
Bears,  £•  H. 
Sewall,  Charles  C. 
Sewall,  Edmund  Q. 
Shackford,  C.  C. 
Simmons,  George  F. 
Smith,  Amos 
Smith,  J.  C. 
Steams,  Oliver 
Stebbins,  Rafas  P. 
Stetson,  Caleb 

*  Storer,  John  P.  B. 
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Sullivan,  Thomas  R. 
Sweet,  John  D. 

*  Swett,  William  6. 
Thayer,  Christopher  T. 

*  Thayer,  Nathaniel,  D.  D. 
Thompson,  Jaoies,  D.  D. 
Thompson,  James  W. 
Waite,  Josiah  K. 
Walker,  James,  D.  D. 

•  Ware,  Henry,  Jr.,  D.  D. 
Ware,  William 

Weiss,  John 
Wellington,  Charles 

•  Wells,  George  W. 


Wheeler,  A.  D. 
White,  John 
White,  WUUam  H. 

*  Whitman,  Bernard 

*  Whitman,  Jason 
Whitman,  Nathaniel 
Whitney,  F.  A. 
Whitwell,  WilUan  k. 
Williams,  George  A. 
waits,  Martin  W. 
Wilson,  £.  B. 
Withington,  Hiram 
Yoang,  Alexander,  D.  D. 


OTHER  MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE. 


Ahbot,  Ezra 
Abbot,  Harris 
Abbot,  Samuel 
Abbott,  Miss  Abigail 
Adami,  Benjamin  T. 
Adams,  James,  Jr. 
Adams,  Philip 
Adams,  Zabdiel  B. 
Alger,  Cyras 
Alger,  Francis 
Ames,  David  W. 
Ames,  Mrs.  David 
Ames,  Seth 
Andrews,  Ebenezer  T. 
Anthony,  Edward 
Aspinwall,  Samuel 
Atherton,  Charles  H. 


Appleton,  Charles  T. 
Appleton,  Francis 
Appleton,  J.  R. 
Appleton,  Nathan 
Appleton,  Samuel 
Baker,  Henry  F. 
Ball,  S.  S. 
Bancroft,  Mrs.  B.  D. 
Bangs,  Isaiah 
Barker,  Joseph  A. 
Barrett,  Nathaniel  A. 
Bigelow,  Alanson 
Bigelow,  John 

*  Bird,  John  H. 
Bizby,  Miss  Keziah 

*  Blake,  Mrs.  Samh 
Blanchard,  Hexekiah 
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BliM,  Theodore 

*  Bond,  George 
Bond,  George  W. 

*  Bowditeh,  Natluuiiel 
Bowles,  Samoel 
Boyd,  Franoifl 
Braokett,  Samuel  E. 
'Bradlee,  Joaeph  P. 
Brewater,  Oliver 
Brewster,  William 
Brooks,  Peter  C. 
Brown,  Mrs.  Amy  T. 
Caiew,  Joseph 
Cartwright,  Charlea  W. 
Chapin,  Harvey 
Chapnian,  Mrs.  Joaalhan 
Chapman,  Mrs.  Margaret 

*  Child,  Richards 
Child.  Mrs.  Richaids 
Clapp,  Miss  Catharine 

*  Clapp,  Joshna 
Clapp,  Mrs.  Mary 
Clarke,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Cobb,  Elijah 
Coffin,  George  vr  > 
Colton,  George 
Cooke,  Mrs.  Mary  F. 

*  Coolidge,  Joseph 

*  Cotton,  John 
Cotton,  Joseph,  Jr. 
Crocker,  George  A. 
Crocker,  James  H. 
Crosby,  William 
Coshing,T.  P. 
Coshmsn,  Henry  W. 
Dale,  Samuel  H. 
Dana,  Dexter 
Danlbrth,  Isaao 


Daseomb,  Thomas  R. 
Davis,  Charles  S, 
Davisy  James 
Davis,  James,  Jr. 
Davis,  Joseph 
Davis,  J.  Amory 
Denny,  Daniel 
Diz,  Miss  D. 
Dorr,  John 

*  Dorr,  Saroael 
Draper,  James 
Dwight,  George 
Dwight,  Jonathan 
Dwight,  Mrs.  Mary 
Dwight,  William 
Eager,  William 
Edwards,  Elisha 

*  Ellis,  David 
Ellis,  Jonathan,  Jr. 
Emerson,  George  B. 
Emmons,  John  L. 
Everett,  Miss  Elisa  G. 

*  Everett,  Moses,  Esq. 
Everett,  Otis 
Fairbanks,  Henry  P. 
Fairbanks,  Stephen 
Farley,  Mrs.  Fredeiiek  A. 
Fearing,  Albert 
Fisher,  Joshna 

*  Fitch,  Jeremiah 
Foot,  Homer 
Foster,  Charles  A. 
Foster,  Charles  W. 
Fowle,  C.  S. 
Fowler,  James 
Francis,  Ebenezer 
Frost,  George 
Gardner,  John 
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Gardner,  Joha  L. 
GaMett,  Henry 
Gonld,  Benjamin  A. 
Gould,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Gonld,  Lewis 
Grant,  Moses 

*  Gray,  Harrison 
Gray,  John  C. 

*  Green,  Ezra 

*  Hall,  Mrs.  Edward  B. 
Hall,  Jacob 

HaU,  Sarah  B. 
Hammond,  Daniel 

*  Haomiond,  Bamoel 
Hawes,  Prince 
Heath,  Charles 

*  Hedge,  Barnabas 
Hendee,  Charles  J. 
Hewes,  Abraham,  Jr. 
Hewett,  H.  N. 
Hickling,  Charles 
Hoar,  Samuel 
Hodges,  George 
Holbrook,  Ann  B. 
Holland,  Mrs.  F.  W. 
Holmes,  Benjamin 
Howard,  Abraham 
Howard,  Charles 
Howard,  John 
Howe,  Gilbert  H. 
Howe,  John 
Howe,  Zadock 
Hull,  Henry 
Hunt,  Nathaniel  P. 
Inches,  Henderson 
Inches,  Miss 
Jackson,  Charles 
Jackson,  Francis 


Jarris,  Mrs.  Leonard 
Jemegan,  Mrs.  Mary 
Johnson,  James 

*  Johnson,  Milton 
Jones,  Miss  Charlotte 
Jones,  Mrs.  J.  C. 
King,  Daniel  P. 

*  King,  Gedney 
King,  Samuel  B. 
Knight,  WUliam  H. 
Kuhn,  George  H. 
Lamsou,  Benjamin 
Lamson,  Mrs.  F.  T. 
Lamson,  John 
Lane,  George 
Lawrence,  Abbott 
Lawrence,  Amos 

*  Lawrence,  Luther 
Lawrence,  William 
Lewis,  S.  B. 
Lewis,  Mrs.  S.  8. 
Lincoln,  M.  S. 
Lincoln,  Oliver 
Livermore,  George 
Livermore,  Isaac 
Lombard,  Ammi  C. 
Lord,  George 
Lord,  iToiy 

Lord,  Mrs.  Sarah  C. 
Loring,  J. 

*  Loring,  William  J. 
Low,  A.  A.,  Esq. 
Low,  Francis 
Low,  John  J. 
Low,  Mrs.  Rachel 
Lowell,  John  A. 
Manley,  Mrs.  Abigail 
Manley,  John  R. 
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Manley,  Mim  Maiy 
Manniogy  Mn.  Elizabeth 

*  Manh,  Ephraim 

*  May,  Joseph 
Maj,  Samuel 
Mellen,  Michael 

*  Metcalf,  E.  W. 
Miles,  Mrs.  Henry  A 
Morgan,  Charles  W. 
Morton,  Ichabod 

*  Hanson,  Israel 
Newell,  J.  R. 
Newnian,  Henry 
Newman,  Miss  Margaret 
Newman,  Miss  Mary 

*  Nichols,  Charles  C. 
Nichols,  Miss  C.  K. 
Olmsted,  Chsrles  H. 
Ome,  William  W. 
Osbom,  Kendall 
Osgood,  Isaac 
Otia,  Harrison  G. 
Owen,  John 
Parker,  Daniel  P. 
Parkman,  George 

*  Parkman,  Mrs.  Sarah 

*  Parsons,  Thomas 

*  Parsons,  William 

*  Peabody,  Joseph 

*  Peabody,  Mrs.  W.  B.  O. 

*  Peele,  WUlard 
Perkins,  Francis 
Perkins,  Thomas  H. 
Pettes,  Henry 

*  PhUlips,  Mrs.  John 
Phillips,  Jonathan 
Phillips,  Stephen  C. 

*  Pickman,  Dudley  L. 


*  Pickman,  T.  Benjamin 
Pierce,  John  B. 
Pierce,  S. 

Pray,  Lewis  G. 
Preble,  William  P. 
Prentiss,  John 
Prescott,  Oliver 
**  Prescott,  William 
Putnam,  Mrs.  George 
Putnam,  Philemon 
Qttincy,  Josiah,  Jr. 
Rantoul,  Robert 
Read,  James 
Rhoades,  Stephen 
Rice,  Henry 
Richardson,  James  B. 
Roberts,  Amos  M. 
Rogers,  John 
Rogers,  John  Gray 
Russell,  John  B. 
Russell,  Nathaniel 
Salisbury,  Samuel 
Saunders,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Savage,  James 
Sawyer,  Samuel,  2d 
Seaver,  Benjamin 

*  Seaver,  Charles 
Seaver,  George 
Sewall,  Mrs.  Amy  P. 
Sewall,  Daniel 
Shaw,  Francis  G. 
Shaw,  Lemuel 
Shaw,  Robert  G. 
Shaw,  W.  C. 
Shove,  Jonathan 
Smith,  Mrs.  D. 
Smith,  Joseph  M. 
Smith,  Melancthon 
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Southwick,  Philip  R. 
Spnipe,  Noah  P. 

*  Stanton,  Franeia 
Stearns,  Henry 
Stebbins,  Festua 
Stephens,  Nathan 
St.  John,  Samuel 

*  Stone,  Lowell  M. 

*  Storj,  Joseph 

*  SuUiFan,  William 
Sweetser,  Samuel 
Swett,  Samuel 

Thayer,  Mrs.  Christopher  T. 
Thayer,  Joseph  H. 
Thomson,  John 
Townsend,  Henry  B. 

*  Tucker,  Richard  D. 
Tuekerman,  GustaTua 
Tufts,  Mrs.  Nathan 
Wade,  Eben 

Wales,  Samuel,  Jr. 
Wales,  Thomas  B. 
Walker,  Mrs.  L.  L. 

*  Ward,  Artemas 
Ware,  John 


Warren,  Geoi^  W. 
Weld,  Daniel 
Weld,  John  D. 
Weld,  Mrs.  Martha 
Wells,  Mrs.  Lucia 
West,  Nathaniel 
Wheeler,  I.  S. 
Wheeler,  Jonathan 
White,  Charles 
White,  Daniel  A. 
Whitmarsh,  Samuel 
Whitney,  B.  D. 
Whitney,  Jonathan 
Whittemore,  Geoi^ 
Wilkinson,  Simon 
Willard,  Miss  PoUy 
WUliams,  David  W. 
Williams,  George  F. 
Williams,  Isaac 
Williams,  John  D. 
Williams,  J.  D.  W. 
Williams,  Moses 
Willis,  William 
Wood,  Mrs.  J.  V. 
Worthington,  William 
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neaa.     7      ...       2 

Discourae  on  ReT.  Henry 
Ware,  D.D.,  A.  A.  6.  By 
John  O.  Peifrey,  D.  D., 
LL.D.  ...       4 

Trinitarian  Admissions,  firom 
John  Wilson's  large  Work.  4 

224.  Jesus    Christ   the    Faithful 

Witness.  By  Rot.  Wm.  P. 
Ltunt      ....       2 

225.  Retribution.    By  Rev.  Caz- 

neau  Palfrey.  2 

226.  Gospel  Inritationa.    By  Rev. 

F.H.  Hedge.  2 

227.  The  Twenty-irst  Report       6 

228.  The  Story  of  a  Converted 

Skeptic.  By  Rev.  James 
Freeman  Clarke.    .  2 

229.  Reaaons  for  not  receiving  the 


Trinity.      By  Rev.    Joho 
Cordner.        ...        4 

230.  The  Voieea  of  the  Dead.  Bj 

Rev.  Orville  Dewey,  D.  D.    3 

231.  Jostificatlon   by  Faith.     Br 

William  Ware.       .  2 

232.  God's    Commandments   and 

Man'eTraditiona.    By  Rot. 

H.  A.  Miles.  2 

288.  Theology  and  Religion.    By 

Rev.  G.  W.  Bomap.  3 

234.  On   Redemption.     Bj  Rot. 

S.  J.  May.  ...  4 
236.  What  do  ye  more  than  otheraT 

Bv  Rev?  F.  D.  Huntington.    2 

236.  Milton  on  the  Trinity.  6 

237.  Blanco  White.  5 

238.  Jesos  the  Pattern.    By  Rev. 

M.G.Thomas.  4 

239.  Twenty-second  Report  4 

240.  Religions  Decision.   By  Rev. 

E.Peabody.  ...        2 

241.  TbeEaaenUal  in  Chriatianitr. 

By  Rev.  E.  S.  Gannett,  D.  D.  2 

242.  Sin  and  ita  Penalties.  By  Rev. 

George  Potnam,  D.  D.  2 

243.  Sin   wrongs   the   Sonl.    By 

Rev.  J.  W.  Thompson.  2 

244.  Preaching  Christ    By  Rev. 

R.  P.  Stefabine.       .  2 

246.  Union  with  God  and  Man. 
By  Rev.  A.  A.  Livermore.     2 

246.  Whatbeeomeamef   By  Rev. 

Samuel  Barrett,  D.  D.  2 

247.  The  Natural   Man  and   the 

Spiritnal   Man.     By   Levi 
W.  Leonard.  2 

248.  Jesus  the  Manifestation.   By 

Rev.  J.  I.  T.  CooHdge.  2 

249.  The  Lord's  Day.    ^  Rev. 

F.  D.  HunUngton.  S 
260.  Charms  of  Unbelief.  By  Rev. 

G.  W.  Bumap.  2 
251.  Twen^.third  Report             6 


\*  Any  person  may  become  a  member  of  the  A.  U.  A.,  and  re> 
ceive  the  Tracts  regularly,  by  paying  one  doUar  per  annum. 
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TWENTY-FOURTH   ANNIVERSARY. 


The  Twenty-Fourth  Anniversary  of  the  American  Uni- 
tarian Association  was  celebrated  May  29th,  1849. 

The  meeting  for  business  was  held  in  the  chapel  of  the 
Church  of  the  Saviour,  at  9,  A.  M.  Rev.  Dr.  Gannett  pre- 
sided. Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Samuel  Osgood.  The 
record  of  the  last  annual  meeting  was  read.  The  Report  of 
the  Executive  Committee  was  then  received,  according  to 
the  vote  of  last  year,  and  aAerwards  adopted.  The  Treas- 
urer's Report  was  also  read,  accepted,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  J.  H.  Rogers  and  George  Merrill  to  be  audited. 
A  committee  of  three  was  then  appointed  to  receive  the 
credentials  of  delegates,  and  the  names  of  sixty  were  re- 
corded, and  read  at  the  adjourned  meeting. 

A  committee  of  five  having  been  appointed  to  nominate 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  they  reported  the  present  list 
without  any  change,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were  re- 
elected for  the  year  ending  with  May,  1650. 

president. 
Rev.  Ezra  S.  Gannett,  D.  D. 

vice-presidents. 

Rev.  Samuel  K.  Lothrof, 
Hon.  Stephen  Fairbanks. 
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executive   committee. 

Rev.  James  W.  Thompson,! 

Isaiah  Bangs,  Esq.,  I 

Hon.  Albert  Fearing,         r  Directors. 

Rev.  Alonzo  Hill, 

Rev.  Charles  Brooks, 

Henry  P.  Fairbanks,  Esq.,  lYeasurer. 

Rev.  F.  W.  Holland,  Secretary. 

An  amendment  to  Art.  III.  of  the  By-Laws,  ofiered  ai 
the  last  annual  meeting,  substituting  for  "  a  Secretary  "  a 
"  General  and  a  Home  Secretary,"  was  then  discussed,  and. 
by  vote  of  the  Association,  laid  on  the  table. 

A  sub-committee  of  the  Executive  Board  offered  a  print- 
ed plan  for  a  modification  and  extension  of  the  action  of 
the  Association,  which  was  read  by  the  Secretary  and  de- 
bated during  an  interval  of  business  in  the  rooming,  and 
renewed  as  the  principal  subject  of  debate  at  the  adjourned 
meeting  in  the  same  place  on  Wednesday  aAenioon,  and 
was  finally  accepted  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

At  the  public  meeting  on  Tuesday  evening.  Rev.  John 
Pierpont  offered  the  devotional  service,  an  abstract  of  the 
Report  was  given  by  the  Secretary,  and  the  President  intro- 
duced successively  to  the  meeting  Rev.  G.  W.  Bumap, 
upon  the  general  topic  of  Unitarianism ;  Rev.  J.  F.  Clarke, 
upon  Theological  Education ;  Hon.  T«  D.  Elliot  and  Rev. 
Mordecai  De  Laoge,  upon  Missions ;  Rev.  G.  E.  Ellis,  upon 
the  Book  Department ;  and  Rev.  O.  B.  Frothingham,  upon 
the  Spiritual  Character  of  our  Religion;  after  whose  ad- 
dresses, and  some  explanatory  remarks  by  Rev.  £.  T. 
Taylor,  the  meeting  adjourned,  at  a  late  hour,  with  the 
singing  of  the  usual  Doxology. 
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TREASURER'S    REPORT. 

Statement  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  Ameri- 
can Unitarian  Association  from  May  30^A,  1848,  to 
May  29th,  1849. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  May  30lb,  1848,  as  per  account 

then  rendered,     .....$  595  45 
From  Auxiliary  Aasociationa  and  Subscriptions,  $  2,224  42 
*'     Donations,      .  .  .  .  .     166  00 

"    Life  Members,       .  .  750  00 

<*     Sales  of  Tracts,  .  .      95  32 

"     Societies  and   Individuals,  for   Missionary 

Purposes,  .  1,624  04 

For  Churches  needing  Aid,  .  58  00 

For  Theological  Education,  including  Mead- 

ville  School,     .  .  95  00 

"    For  Circulation  of  Channing's  Works,  (includ- 
ing receipts  for  tales,)  203  03 
'<     Legacies,        ....              1,500  00 
"    Interest  of  Permanent  Fund,       .           .        1,014  50    7,730  31       Jy  *  t2 


ct 


$  8,325  76 
EXPENDITURES. 

For  Paper,  and  Printing  and  Binding  TracU,    $  1,430  24 

««  CbanniDg*s  Works  for  Sale  and  Distnbution,    355  00 

•*  Salary  of  General  Secretary,                            1,000  00 

«  "      '*  Assistant  Secretary,                             500  00 

'<  Grant  to  Assistant  Secretary,  for  extra  services,  200  00 

«<  TraTelling  Expenses  of  Secretary,                      228  50 

*<     Rent  of  Office 225  00 

**  Incidental  Expenses,                                       •    236  06 


Amount  carried  forward,  .    $4,174  80 

VOL.  XXII.  —  NO.  263.  I  • 
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A raoant  brought  forward,  .     $4,174  60 

For  Meadrille  School,  inclnding  Mr.  8teblHiia*a 

Salary,        ..... 
"    Divinity  School  at  Cambridge,     . 
"    MiMionary  Servioev, — 
To  Re?.  R.  H.  Bacon, 
**        Wm.  Farmer, 
"        F.  B.  Knapp, 
"        John  Walworth, 
"        C.  A.  Farley, 
"        Elder  Donald  Nicholson, 
**        Benevolent  Fraternity  of  Charehei,    50  00 
Aid  of  Unitarian  Society  in  Tremont,  111.,         100  00 
<•        "  '<  <*        "  Gannelton,  Ind.,      50  00 

•«        •*  "  "        "  Waah'ton,  D.  C,   200  00 

«        "  "  "       "  Albany,  N.  Y.,      250  00 

**  "  "        "  Brooklyn,  Conn.,     60  00 

«  *«        «<  Thomaaton,  Me.,    100  00 


ti 


686  00 

15  00 

10  00 

SSOO 

10  OO 

100  00 

75  00 

50  00 

<t 


U  l< 


"        **  "  "        «•  Topaham,  Me.,      100  OO 

'<  Bath,  Me.,  100  00 

"  "  '*       "  Manohest'r,  N.  H.  100  00 

*'  Windsor,  Vt.,         100  00 
«  Lowell, 
"  Sudbury, 
**  Manafield, 


(I  U  IC  If 

u 

f«  «  «(  u 

U  (i  <(  II 

CI  14  II  II 

It  CI  IC  t€ 


II  U  11  u 

IC  CI  Ci  <« 

IC  CI  11  11 

If  IC  U  C( 


<«  Melroee, 

«  South  Beaton, 

<*  Boston, 

<•  West  Newton, 


100  00 

60  00 

50  00 

20  00 

900  00 

100  00 

50  00 

6,914  80 

9 1»410  96 

Balance  on  hand, 

Er.Ex.  $8,325  76 

H.  P.  FAIRBANKS,  IVMJvrer. 
BMton,  May  29th,  1849. 
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The  following  appropriatioM  chargeable  to  the  account  of  the 
present  year  have  not  yet  been  called  for,  viz :  — 

For  MiBsionaiy  School  at  Albion,  Mich.,  $  60  00 

"    Aid  of  Unitarian  Society  in  Galena,  111.,  8  00 

<'  HUlBboxx),  111.,  50  00 

**  Montague,  50  00 

"  Southboro,  50  00 

$208  00 


(( 

c< 

l( 

11 

<c 

tt 

<c 

«i 

it 

(C 

tc 

l( 

Boston^  June  5, 1849.  The  undersigDed  hereby  certify 
that  they  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer, 
together  with  the  foregoing  statements,  and  that  the  same 
are  correctly  cast  and  sustained  by  the  proper  vouchers. 


JoH«  H    RooE«s,  I  ^^^, 
Gboroe  Mbbbill,  } 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE'S   REPORT. 


In  their  Twenty-Fourth  Annual  Report,  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  American  Unitarian  Association  would 
present  a  brief  history  of  what  has  been  done  another  twelve- 
month, together  with  their  plans  and  purposes,  suggestions 
and  hopes,  for  another  year.  As  many  of  the  five  thousand 
families  which  receive  this  Report  reside  at  a  distance  from 
the  city,  it  may  be  necessary  to  mention  in  detail  matters 
which  have  been  familiar  as  household  words,  both  in  their 
enterprise  find  completion,  to  brethren  in  this  vicinity. 

While  the  attention  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  has  been 
constantly  given  to  the  daily  cares  of  the  office,  to  number- 
less and  nameless  duties  connected  with  the  welfare  of  the 
churches,  the  labors  of  the  Secretary,  as  Travelling  Agent 
and  Greneral  Missionary,  have  been  interrupted  neither  by 
the  unusual  severity  of  the  past  winter,  nor  the  more  trying 
sultriness  of  summer,  nor  any  of  the  casualties  which  some- 
times derange  every  human  agency.  He  has  visited  114 
parishes,  commenced  seven  societies,  given  164  discourses, 
addressed  25  Sunday  Schools,  formed  and  revived  33  auxil- 
iaries, preached  before  70  already  organized  associations, 
travelled  over  7,244  miles,  and  rendered  frequent  aid  to 
various  enterprises  of  philanthropy. 

Our  Association  has  rendered  aid,  during  the  year,  to 
nineteen  societies  and  eight  preachers ;  —  to  Albany,  Bath, 
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Brooklyn,  (Conn.,)  South  Boston,  Cannelton,  Central  New 
York,  Western  New  York,  Lowell,  Manchester,  Mansfield, 
Meadville,  Melrose,  Montague,  West  Newton,  Sudbury,  Tre- 
mont,  Topsham,  Thomaston,  Washington,  and  Windsor. 
And  besides  its  assistance  to  these  nineteen  pastors,  who  are 
so  far  its  missionaries  as  they  depend  upon  a  mission  fund, 
it  has  engaged  or  contributed  its  help  to  the  following  preach- 
ers :— -  Messrs.  Brigham,  Gushing,  Emmons,  Farmer,  Farley, 
May,  Nicholson,  and  Walworth ;  making,  with  the  pastors 
named  above,  twenty-seven  gentlemen. 

Intelligence  has  just  reached  us  of  the  proposed  formation 
of  a  Western  Unitarian  Association,  and  the  establishment 
of  a  Book  and  Tract  Depository,  at  Chicago.     The  purpose 
contemplated  in  the  new  organization  is,  1st.  A  closer  union 
between  our  churches ;  2d.  To  supply  the  spiritual  wants  of 
the  various  small  groups  of  Unitarians  now  scattered  over 
the  West,  and  unable  to  supply  themselves ;  3d.  To  estab- 
lish communion  with   other   denominations  of  Christians 
whose  views  and  position  assimilate  them  to  us ;  to  add  to 
the  prosperity  of  our  cause  generally  by  the  efficiency  of 
united  action  in  the  circulation  of  books,  tracts,  &c.,  and  the 
support  of  missionaries.     At  the  Convention  which  origi- 
nated this  movement,  on  the  tenth  of  this  month,  at  Chicago, 
a  desire  was  expressed  for  the  presence  and  help  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  this  Association  through  the  Western  churches. 

The  Unitarian  Association  of  New  York  has  recently 
raised  a  fund  of  ten  thousand  dollars  to  enlarge  and  improve 
its  weekly  journal,  and  is  most  energetically  and  success- 
fully at  work  for  the  promotion  of  *^  pure  and  undefiled 
religion." 

From  some  of  those  who  are  in  reality  missionaries, 
though  hardly  accustomed  to  the  name,  unusually  interest- 
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ing  reports  have  been  recently  received.  Elder  Nicholson, 
who  was  assisted  at  the  last  Autumnal  Convention  to  a  por- 
tion of  the  means  necessary  to  build  a  Christian  chapel  six- 
teen hundred  miles  west  of  us,  in  a  little  more  than  two 
months  travelled  six  hundred  and  sixty-five  miles,  preached 
sixty-two  times,  attended  two  weddings  and  five  funerals,  and 
circulated  seven  hundred  tracts  and  four  sets  of  Channing^s 
Works.  His  station  is  Joliette,  Illinois.  One  of  his  churches 
is  already  dedicated  and  in  use,  the  other  waits  for  more 
funds  from  the  East.  A  Ladies'  Fair,  which  was  thought  to 
be  remarkably  successful,  raised  among  his  own  people 
about  twenty-four  dollars;  —  a  token  of  the  scarcity  of 
money  among  a  farming  population  in  a  new  country,  and 
an  assurance  that  our  aid  may  be  indispensable  for  a  season. 

Elder  Walworth,  of  Wisconsin,  has  just  consecrated  his 
new  church  at  Monroe.  Public  services  were  held  in  it  for 
the  first  time  on  the  last  Sabbath  of  April.  He  officiates 
regularly  to  four  societies,  all  of  them  reported  to  be  in- 
creasing in  intelligence,  numbers,  spirituality,  and  zeal.  His 
church  at  Rock  Grove  received  ten  new  members  at  its 
last  communion.  The  same  number  united  themselves  at 
about  the  same  time  to  another  of  his  companies  of  disciples, 
six  miles  west  of  the  principal  station  at  Monroe.  He  writes 
of  the  gratitude  of  his  congregations  for  our  aid,  and  his 
prayers  for  our  entire  success. 

Rev.  G.  W.  Woodward  has  been  frequently  disabled  by 
disease,  and  brought  very  low,  but  is  now  renewed  in 
strength,  and  full  of  hope  and  courage.  He  discharges  the 
various  offices  of  preacher,  teacher,  and  common  school 
superintendent  in  that  growing  community  at  Galena,  and, 
we  rejoice  to  say,  is  provided  with  a  respectable  house  of 
worship,  lately  purchased  of  the  Episcopalians. 
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Rev.  John  Fisher,  recently  over  the  Protestant  Irish  So- 
ciety in  this  city,  is  now  stationed  at  Cannelton,  Indiana, 
in  charge  of  a  society  which  promises  exceedingly  well  at 
its  commencement. 

Rev.  S.  Larnard,  a  graduate  of  the  Meadville  School,  finds 
constant  cause  to  lament,  that,  by  neglecting  to  establish  our 
ministry  in  Tremont,  Illinois,  at  a  time  when  nearly  every 
inhabitant  would  have  welcomed  and  rallied  around  a  Uni- 
tarian pastor,  he  has  now  to  struggle  against  multiplied 
embarrassments  and  no  little  opposition  in  a  divided  com- 
munity. One  of  our  Western  ministers,  now  resident  on 
the  Mississippi,  thus  writes  us  of  Peoria,  the  next  neighbour 
to  Tremont:  —  "Religion  is  in  a  low  condition  generally; 
but  let  the  right  sort  of  man  go  there,  and  make  it  his  sole 
laboring  place,  —  let  him  appeal  with  freedom  to  the  eternal 
want  of  religion  in  the  human  soul,  —  let  him  mingle  freely, 
familiarly  with  the  people,  —  let  him  take  an  interest  in  every 
good  work,  —  and  I  know  no  community  in  which  he  would 
be  more  likely  to  succeed.  In  six  months  or  a  year,  the  peo- 
ple would  be  able  to  support  him.  Not  half  of  the  inhabitants 
contribute  to  any  society,  and  the  place  has  six  thousand, 
and  is  rapidly  growing.^'  Mr.  L.  divides  his  time  between 
Pekin  and  Tremont. 

Rev.  Mordecai  De  Lange,  the  only  Jewish  convert  num- 
bered among  oar  ministry  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  has 
taken  up  the  mantle  of  the  lamented  Moore,  of  Quincy,  Illi- 
nois, and  finds  his  labor  and  sacrifice  rewarded  by  inter- 
esting accessions  to  his  communion. 

Rev.  W.  G.  Elliot,  of  St.  Louis,  has  found  it  necessary  to 
obtain  help  in  the  increased  labor  and  multiplying  duties 
of  his  station,  and  Mr.  Hassall,  now  completing  his  studies 
at    Meadville,  is  expected   to  become   his  assistant.     His 
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society  have  purchased  a  site  for  a  larger  church.  The 
Savannah  society,  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Bev.  J.  Allen 
Penniman,  seems  to  promise  a  generous  return  to  his  en- 
terprise and  self-devotion. 

.  A  graduate  of  Meadville,  Mr.  Liathrop,  has  remed  the 
society  at  Northumberland,  Pa.,  made  vacant  by  the  decease 
of  Mr.  Kay.  His  congregation  is  larger  than  it  has  been  for 
many  years.  It  will  be  remembered  that  this  beautiful  spot 
is  the  resting-place  of  the  celebrated  Joseph  Priestley,  as 
well  as  of  his  venerated  friend,  also  of  England,  James  Kay. 
Our  worship  was  commenced  here  by  Dr.  Priestley,  fiAy 
years  ago,  in  a  school-house,  with  a  dozen  persons,  and  has 
been  continued  with  little  interruption  up  to  the  present 
time.  Four  villages  in  the  immediate  vicinity  ofier  excel- 
lent opportunities  for  missionary  labor. 

Coming  nearer  home,  Mr.  William  Gushing,  also  of  the 
last  Meadville  class,  has  become  pastor  of  a  Christian. church 
in  Searsburg,  N.  Y.,  and  we  expect  to  hear  encouraging  ac- 
counts of  his  success. 

Rev.  Edgar  Buckingham,  of  Trenton  and  Holland  Patent, 
has  added  two  other  posts  of  duly,  Briggs^s  District  and 
Remsen ;  in  one  of  which  his  is  the  only  service  in  English 
among  a  considerable  rural  population. 

At  our  east,  the  Ellsworth  society  in  Maine  has  renewed 
its  worship  for  a  part  of  the  year.  Two  societies  have  been 
recently  commenced  in  Thomaston,  one  of  which,  under  the 
care  of  Rev.  Mr.  Fernald,  has  been  more  blessed  than  any 
other  enterprise  of  the  kind,  enjoying  a  commodious  and  at- 
tractive church,  before  vacant,  with  an  interested  and  increas- 
ing body  of  hearers.  The  young  society  at  Bath  is  making 
less  progress,  because  of  the  impossibility  of  procuring  a 
tolerable  place  of  worship.     Unless  this  obstacle  is  overooroe, 
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and  a  comfortable  house  provided ,  this  promising  shoot  of 
the  True  Vine  caa  hardly  be  expected  to  live,  much  leas  to 
flourish.  Both  here  and  at  Ellsworth  subscrtptioo-papersare 
now  in  circulation  to  obtain  the  requisite  funds  for  building 
a  church,  and  with  hopes  of  success. 

In  our  own  State,  the  Bedford  and  Raynham  churches, 
which  had  been  closed  for  some  time,  have  renewed  their 
services,  and  Greenfield  and  Westborough  are  about  to  do 
the  same.  Winchendon,  where  our  worship  was  com- 
menced by  the  Secretary  in  midsummer,  is  about  to  erect  a 
commodious  church.  Westborough  is  doing  the  same.  An 
earnest  friehd  at  Bridgeport,  Ck>nnecticut,  has  already  be- 
gun upon  a  house  of  worship  at  her  own  expense.  The 
newly  organized  society  at  Harrison  Square,  Dorchester, 
has  realized  all  the  expectations  of  its  friends.  Its  church 
iiras  purchased  of  another  denomination  at  the  close  of  the 
last  autumn.  It  will  remain  for  some  time  under  the  charge 
of  Mr.  Francis  Williams. 

Two  additional  ministries  at  large  —  we  might  say  three, 
numbering  the  children's  missionary  in  Boston  —  have  re- 
cently been  established, — Messrs.  Burton  at  Worcester,  aod 
Hadley  at  Portland  ;  and  still  another  laborer  in  this  inter- 
esting field  may  be  expected  at  Roxbury.  From  personal 
knowledge  and  examination,  the  Secretary  is  able  to  r^K>rt 
the  eminent  usefulness  of  these  institutions  at  a  distance  from 
us,  while  in  our  immediate  vicinity  the  friends  of  the  cause 
have  reason  to  rejoice  at  the  energy,  fidelity,  and  suocees 
distinguished. 

In  connection  with  distant  societies  and  missionary  efforts* 
the  Meadville  School  deserves  especial  notice.  As  a  full 
report  of  its  state  will  be  issued  officially  in  July,  it  is 
enough  to  say  now  that  the  institution  has  passed  through 
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the  season  of  experimeDt,  and  won  for  itself  an  established 
place  among  the  spiritual  instrumentalities  of  the  times. 
This  is  shown  by  the  steady  increase  of  students, —  thirteen 
entering  its  junior  class  at  the  last  commencement,  —  and 
by  the  favorable  hearing  which  its  graduates  have  generally 
received. 

The  absolute  necessity  of  some  such  institution  quite  as 
far  west  as  this,  is  acknowledged  by  all  intelligent  persons 
who  are  familiar  with  the  newer  parts  of  the  land.  They 
agree  that,  generally,  the  men  who  are  to  sustain  liberal 
Christianity  at  the  West  must  be  Western  men,  the  chil- 
dren of  its  log  huts,  the  pupils  of  the  boundless  prairie,  the 
pathless  forest,  the  ocean  lake,  the  majestic  river,  —  men  not 
only  at  home  in  the  hardship,  inspired  with  the  enterprise, 
aroused  by  the  difficulty,  charmed  with  the  variety,  bar- 
dened  against  the  disease  they  must  meet,  but  having  minds 
enlarged  by  the  grandeur  of  God  around  them,  and  quick- 
ened by  the  intense  social  energy  of  Western  life. 

Then,  again,  this  school  of  the  prophets  is  not  and  cannot 
be  that  sectarian  undertaking  which  Western  liberality  might 
soon  outgrow,  and  its  generous  charity  reject.  Though  the 
money  has  been  furnished  by  us,  much  of  it  passing  through 
the  coffers  of  our  Association,  the  school  could  not  have 
prospered  but  for  the  sympathy  of  another  denomination, 
five  times  as  numerous  as  our  own, — a  denomination  des- 
titute of  any  other  similar  place  for  the  preparation  of  minis- 
ters for  fifteen  hundred  churches.  They  are  therefore  our 
partners  in  the  school,  furnishing  another  just  as  indispen- 
sable requisite  as  the  funds  we  furnish, —  the  right  kind  of 
men  to  second  our  efiR>rts,  and  make  them  immediately  and 
widely  efiectual.  And  as  four  denominations  have  been  rep- 
resented among  the  Meadville  students,  it  may  be  hoped  that 
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the  wonderful  cheapness  of  living,  and  the  still  rarer  spirit, 
of  catholicity,  will  attract  earnest  and  generous  minds  from 
a  wide  section,  until  our  country,  with  its  rapid  growth  and 
spreading  population,  shall  be  provided  with  a  numerous, 
energetic,  and  devoted  missionary  force.  Professor  Steb- 
bins  has  felt  obliged  to  resign  the  charge  of  the  Meadville 
church,  and  con6ne  his  future  labora  to  the  School.  As 
his  salary  as  pastor  has  made  a  large  part  of  his  support, 
and  another  clergyman  will  require  all  of  this  for  his  com- 
fortable maintenance  in  the  vacant  ministry,  it  becomes 
necessary  ibis  year  to  redouble  our  effort,  that  the  high 
character  of  the  School  may  be  maintained,  and  its  effi- 
ciency increased.  While  the  desire  to  make  this  a  model 
institution  in  its  economy  of  means  is  felt  as  at  first,  while 
it  is  intended  that  its  entire  dependence  on  our  churches 
shall  keep  the  School  in  sympathy  with  them,  and  them  with 
the  School,  it  is  thought  that  the  request  for  more .  help  in 
this  enlarging  field  will  meet  with  a  prompt  and  hearty  re- 
sponse. Could  twenty  persons,  or  even  fiAeen,  be  induced 
to  pledge  us  fifty  dollars  a  year  each  (for  five  years),  the 
institution  would  be  enabled  to  effect  all  its  promises  for  the 
church  and  the  world.  From  the  more  perfect  division  of 
labor  which  would  then  be  feasible,  its  working  power 
would  be  nearly  doubled. 

Our  greatest  need  at  present  is  missionaries.  While  the 
regular  pulpits  are  likely  to  find  enough  to  occupy  them 
respectably,  we  have  hardly  any  men  willing  and  able  to 
occupy  distant  and  arduous  posts  of  duty  in  new  towns,  and 
among  a  gathering  population.  Fifty  preachers  with  the 
philanthropy  of  Tuckerman  and  the  energy  of  Brainard,  the 
practical  wisdom  of  the  Whitmans  and  the  spiritual  fer- 
vor of  Henry  Ware,  could  be  profitably  employed  at  once. 
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and  they  would  prepare  the  waj  for  fifty  more.  We  trust 
that  our  theological  schools  will  bear  in  mind,  that,  if  they 
only  seek  to  educate  ministers  for  well-establliBhed  parishes, 
some  of  their  graduates  may  fall  out  of  the  ranks  every 
year  for  want  of  adaptation  and  other  causes.  But  if  a 
portion  of  each  class  keep  in  view  the  fact  that  liberal  Chris- 
tians are  bound  to  take  a  share  in  the  toil  and  cost  of  preach- 
mg  the  Gospel  to  the  scattered  and  the  destitute,  the  poor 
and  few  in  new  settlements  and  small  villages,  that  all  other 
denominations  are  thus  provoking  us  to  love  and  good  works, 
and  that  the  necessities  and  exposures  of  our  rapidly  grow- 
ing, widely  dispersed  population  are  the  Macedonian  cry, 
^*  Gome  over  and  help  us,"  an  efficient  band  of  missionaries 
may  yet  be  added  to  our  ranks. 

And  would  every  young  man  who  is  entering  upon 
his  ministry,  full  of  life  and  hope,  endeavour  first  of  all 
to  revive  some  exhausted  church,  or  begin  some  one  or 
two  societies,  besides  educating  himself  rapidly  for  a  most 
efficient  career,  he  would  add  so  much  to  the  religious  Hie 
of  the  times,  would  extend  the  borders  of  our  Zk>n  by  a 
heahhy  growth,  and  create  a  steady  demand  for  more  and 
more  laborers  in  the  field. 

If  every  young  man  shrink  from  this  severer  toil  and 
costlier  sacrifice  (a  labor  and  a  sacrifice  exceeding,  some- 
times, that  of  the  foreign  missionary),  it  is  hard  to  see  how 
liberal  Christianity,  as  represented  by  us,  can  escape  from 
constant  contraction  of  its  borders ;  as  here  and  there  want 
of  experience  or  fitness  in  a  minister,  a  too  lavish  expendi- 
ture or  unexpected  calamity  on  the  part  of  a  parish,  may 
close  a  sanctuary,  and  consign  a  pulpit  to  the  stillness  of  the 
grave. 

Our  people  are  seldom  disposed  to  colonize  and  form  a 
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new  congregation,  even  when  the  old  hive  is  full.  It  needs 
that  an  earnest  voice  should  call  together  enterprising  spirits 
like  itself,  a  young  laborer  bestow  the  greater  time,  hope, 
courage,  fervor,  and  faith,  belonging  to  youth,  upon  a  com- 
paratively youthful  flock,  in  order  that  ^^  the  word  "  in  us 
may  have  ^*  its  free  course  to  be  glorified.''  Though  the 
middle-aged  can  bring  more  wisdom  and  experience  to  the 
work,  the  labor  and  the  sacrifice  are  more  easy  and  more 
customary  at  the  commencement  of  the  profession  than 
afterwards. 

Every  year  enlarges  the  opportunity  and  enhances  the  ne- 
cessity  of  distributing  our  books.  Last  February,  the  "  Soci- 
ety for  promoting  Christian  Knowledge,  Piety,  and  Char- 
ity "  offered  one  hundred  copies  of  Wilson's  "  Illustrations 
of  Uniiarianism "  for  distribution  among  the  Theological 
Schools  and  Colleges  of  the  United  States.  The  same  So- 
ciety also  furnished  five  sets  of  Noyes's  '^  Translations," 
twenty  of  Burnap's  first,  and  as  many  of  his  last  work,  and 
a  number  of  devotional  books.  Copies  of  Channing's  and 
Ware's  Works,  and  of  Whitwell's  ^*  Romans,"  were  supplied 
by  other  friends,  both  before  and  aAer  this  donation.  The 
same  day  on  which  the  '^  Illustrations  "  were  received,  circu- 
lars were  addressed  to  two  hundred  and  sixty-three  Colleges 
and  Theological  Schools,  apprising  them  that  an  English  work 
of  great  labor  and  learning  in  vindication  of  our  views  await- 
ed their  orders  at  the  office  of  the  Association,  and  request- 
ing, if  the  libraries  of  their  institutions  would  accept  the 
present,  to  direct  how  it  should  be  forwarded.  FifVy-nine 
Colleges  and  Theological  Schools  replied  favorably,  and 
were  supplied  accoitSing  to  their  directions  with  books  from 
the  value  of  two  dollars  to  a  hundred  ;  and  in  several  cases, 
cordial  letters  have  been  received,  acknowledging  our  kind- 

2* 
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ness,  and  protnising  to  use  it  to  the  best  account.  The  first 
request  came  from  the  Catholic  College  at  Worcester,  the 
hist  from  Wisconsin  University.  Many  others  may  have 
been  deterred  from  sending  by  the  miscarriage  of  the  circu- 
lars, or  the  fear  of  expense  attending  upon  more  distant  trans- 
portation. The  Theological  Schools  supplied  were  Ando- 
ver,  Cambridge,  Concord  Biblical  Institute,  Auburn,  BangoTt 
Newton,  New  Haven,  Connecticut  Theological  Institute,  Ge- 
neva Theological  Seminary^N.  Y.,  Union  Theological  Semi- 
nary, Lane,  Western  Baptist,  Furman  Theological  Institute, 
^-  thirteen  in  all,  besides  the  Theological  Departments  of 
several  of  the  Colleges  and  Universities  included  b  the  forty^ 
six  institutions  mentioned  before. 

Every  package  contained  an  assortment  of  our  best  tracts, 
such  pamphlets  and  addresses  as  could  be  obtained  with* 
out  expense,  a  set  of  Channing*s  Works  wherever  the  In- 
stitution was  known  to  be  destitute,  and  other  bound  vol 
umes  supplied  by  the  generosity  of  friends  in  the  country 
as  well  as  city.  The  bundle  sent  to  the  Newton  Seminary 
was  of  very  considerable  value.  That  furnished  Andover 
Institution  comprised  much  of  our  best  theological  literature, 
and  was  the  occasion  of  adding  to  that  excellent  library 
what  was  necessary  to  a  full  exhibition  of  our  past  and  pres- 
ent position.  Some  of  the  books  thus  scattered  from  Maine 
to  Wisconsin,  without  expense  to  the  Association,  may  prove, 
like  the  stray  copy  of  the  Scriptures  in  Luther^s  monastery, 
the  awakening  of  a  torpid  mind  to  new  life,  the  inspiration 
of  a  larger  liberty  and  a  wider  Christian  charity. 

Not  a  week  has  passed  without  a  call  upon  us  for  our  own 
publications,  and  for  those  intrusted  to  us  for  distribution. 
Some  days  a  half  dozen  packages  have  been  despatched  in 
different  directions,  besides  the  regular  supply  of  the  Auz- 
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iliaries.  l*«renty-8ix  handles  were  furnished  to  Callfbrnia 
emigrants,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  more  than  as  many 
thousand  pamphlets  and  volumes.  Three  societies  have 
^heen  supplied  gratuitously  with  hymn-books  for  worship, — 
the  ministry  at  large  in  Portland,  the  Society  worshipping 
in  Melrose  Hall,  North  Maiden,  and  Mr.  Fisher's  Congre^ 
gation  at  Cannelton.  More  than  thirty  Sunday  Schools 
have  been  presented  with  appropriate  books  left  at  our  office 
for  distribution,  and  many  more  could  .have  been  profita- 
bly sent  to  schools  just  commencing  in  new  societies  at  the 
West;  but  this  department  of  usefulness  belongs  properly 
to  another  Association.  And  several  individuals,  like  Hon. 
Nahum  Ward,  of  Marietta,  Ohio,  have  undertaken  the  work 
of  supplying  their  neighboura  with  our  publications  at  their 
own  expense. 

Our  tracts  have  so  increased  in  popular  favor  that  the 
regular  issue  of  six  thousand  fails  of  satisfying  the  imme* 
diate  demand,  and  will  require  considerable  enlargement. 
We  have  issued  eleven  new  tracts  this  year,  •— -  one  adapted 
to  extend  and  perpetuate  the  influence  of  our  Winter  Con- 
ference meetings,  two  drawing  attention  and  exciting  in- 
terest concerning  the  two  leading  spirits  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment  Dispensation,  one,  a  volume  in  itself,  of  such  a  char- 
acter that  a  neighbouring  pastor,  at  a  recent  Sunday  School 
Convention,  said  he  wanted  words  to  express  his  gratitude 
for  so  admirable  a  manual,  and  intended  as  the  firet  experi- 
ment of  a  quarterly  instead  of  a  monthly  publication ;  and 
we  are  reissuing  five  of  our  most  approved  tracts,  which 
had  continued  in  constant  demand,  although  of  part  of  them 
several  large  editions  had  already  appeared  :  Dr.  Channing's 
Baltimore  Sermon,  Dr.  Gannett's  Montreal  Discourees,  Dr. 
Peabody's  ^'  Come  and  See,*'  and  Mr.  Wateraton's  ^  Watch 
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and  Pray,''  and  Mr.  Robbios's  ''  Closet.''  Four  of  these  ate 
placed  for  the  first  time  on  stereotype  plates*  in  order  to  be 
•reprinted  in  future  with  the  least  trouble  and  expense.  We 
have  also  offered  to  all  our  Auxiliaries  copies  of  Brooks's 
^'  Christian  in  the  Closet,"  in  proportion  to  the  numbers  of 
their  members ;  and  some  of  these  yet  wait  to  be  called  for. 

On  the  whole, — computing  the  quarterly  tract  at  three, 
eight  thousand  having  been  issued  of  Dr.  Dewey's  Anniver- 
saiy  Address,  and  a  small  tract,  *^  The  Children  who  lived  by 
the  Jordan,"  being  an  addition  to  our  usual  number  of  pub- 
lications,—  we  have  sent  forth  eighty  thousand  new,  and  five 
thousand  old  tracts,  or  over  one  million  seventy  thousand 
duodecimo  pages  of  the  best  reading  matter.  As  we  have 
distributed  quite  as  many  more,  through  the  generosity  of 
friends  intrusting  to  us  spare  works  from  their  libraries,  or 
sending  through  us  to  some  new  society  or  destitute  clergy- 
man materials  for  worship,  Sunday  School  instruction  or 
private  study,  we  may  fairly  claim  to  have  sent  forth,  east 
and  west,  north  and  south,  three  million  four  hundred  thou- 
sand pages  of  a  moral  and  religious  nature. 

As  all  the  funds  which  we  can  spare  from  other  depart- 
ments of  effort  are  not  sufficient  to  replenish  our  own  De- 
pository, far  less  to  establish  similar  reservoirs  in  other  cen- 
tral positions,  we  would  desire  our  friends  within  a  con- 
venient distance  of  Boston  to  send  to  us  every  year  all  the 
tracts,  journals,  and  religious  works  which  they  can  spare, 
that  we  may  scatter  them  over  the  newer  and  less  provided 
parts  of  the  land.  By  constant  correspondence  and  per- 
petual travel,  cases  become  known  in  which  our  old  books 
will  be  eagerly  welcomed  as  new  friends,  will  give  success 
to  the  attempted  gathering  of  a  Sunday  School,  shed  new 
life  upon  a  pastor's  labors,  and  show  a  distant  peq>le  that 
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they  are  still  near  to  our  hearts  and  hopes.  Hundreds  of 
thousands  of  excellent  volumes,  now  in  fact  huried,  might 
be  61othed  with  a  new  youth  and  equipped  for  a  fresh  mis- 
sion at  the  mere  cost  of  transportation,  with  no  more  labor 
to  the  Association  than  that  of  distribution  among  applicants 
so  various  and  so  numerous. 

But  we  must  not  rely  upon  such  inefficient  means  to  over- 
come  the  embarrassment  of  distance  from  the  heart  of  the 
Union,  and  the  opposition  of  powerful  sects  surrounding  us 
everywhere.  Neither  will  the  regular  book-trade  supply 
our  want.  The  usual  law  of  demand  and  supply  cannot 
be  trusted  here.  We  must  open  new  channels  for  the  cir- 
culation even  of  writings  as  popular  as  Dr.  Channing^s. 
^any  booksellers  are  themselves  connected  with  other 
churches,  and  conscientiously  indisposed  to  unite  with  any 
heart  in  the  sale  of  our  works.  Many  others  are  held  in 
awe  by  a  kind  of  spiritual  despotism,  and  will  not  give 
currency  to  views  they  really  believe,  nor  promote  prin- 
ciples for  which  they  secretly  pray.  But  many  who  would 
most  gladly  welcome  our  best  writere,  and  over  whose  quiet 
lives  they  would  exert  the  happiest  inBuence,  who  would 
meditate  patiently  on  every  page,  and  drink  in  each  stirring 
word  as  the  earth  drinks  the  long-deferred  rain,  are  dis* 
tant  from  the  book-marts,  unaccustomed  to  visit  the  large 
cities,  and  little  aware  what  treasures  we  can  place  in  their 
hands  at  the  cost  of  a  few  days*  labor  of  even  the  humblest 
industry.  Such  persons  require  the  visit  of  a  travelling 
agent ;  the  book  must  stand  before  their  eyes  and  lie  in 
their  hands,  to  quicken  their  very  souls  as  when  the  second 
morning  brought  to  Adam  the  renewal  of  his  conscious 
being.  It  has  sometimes  been  hard  for  them  to  believe  that 
twenty-eight  thousand  pages,  full  of  wisdom,  impulse,  moral 
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power,  spiritual  quickening,  light  upon  duty,  the  soul,  the 
future,  can  be  purchased  in  six  handsome  volumes  at  a  price 
which  one  of  those  volumes  formerly  cost, —  a  price  which 
every  frugal  day-laborer  can  afford  to  give. 

Thus  far,  we  have  hardly  begun  to  make  trial  of  the 
system  which  has  received  the  somewhat  foreign  name  of 
col  portage ;  we  have  been  too  ready  to  yield  to  the  early 
influences  which  contracted  the  range  of  our  publications 
within  a  corner  of  New  England.  During  the  past  year  five 
persons  have  been  supplied  with  some  of  our  standard  writ- 
ers for  sale, —  Bev.  Messrs.  May  in  and  around  Syracuse, 
Emmons  also  in  Central  New  York,  Forbes  in  Vermont, 
Lamard  in  Illinois,  and  Snow  in  Northeast  and  Eastern 
New  York.  Their  sales  have  generally  been  made  without 
delay,  difficulty,  or  loss;  in  many  cases,  the  books  were 
eagerly  welcomed,  and  much  gratitude  was  manifested 
for  the  unexpected  privilege.  A  large  number  of  public 
libraries  have  been  supplied  mthcui  expen»e  to  ike  Atzoeia- 
tfon,  and  some  prominent  clergymen  of  difierent  denomina- 
tions have  been  furnished  at  their  own  urgency.  Mr.  Snow's 
visits  were  made  chiefly  to  the  remoter  places,  and  among 
the  rural  population,  or  the  results  would  have  been  greater, 
and  more  in  correspondence  with  our  expectation.  In  six 
months  time,  he  sold  through  New  York,  Vermont,  New 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  and  Connecticut,  chiefly  in  small 
places,  436  sets  of  Channing's  works,  or  2616  volumes,  be* 
sides  72  other  books  of  religion ;  and  this  was,  for  him  and 
for  us,  the  first  fruits  of  an  ungathered  harvest,  a  promising 
but  necessarily  imperfect  experiment. 

His  Experience  was  not  without  interest.  At  Woodstock, 
Vermont,  where  no  preachbg  distinctly  Unitarian  has  yet  been 
had,  twen^-five'  sets  of  Channing  were  readily  purchased  by 


311  T^Eirrr*FouBTH  annual  rbfobt.  23 

persons  through  whom  they  may  be  expected  to  work  per- 
manently and  mightily  on  society.  At  a  neighbouring  rifle- 
factory,  twenty  sets  were  bought  by  the  operatives  themselves. 
In  several  cases  persons  came  miles  to  obtain  the  unwonted 
privilege  of  excellent  literature  at  the  lowest  price.  All  the 
Judges  of  one  of  our  Supreme  Courts  encouraged  the  enter- 
prise, and  several  members  of  other  churches  said  that,  were 
our  views  theirs,  they  would  take  this  very  method  to  extend 
them,  and  that  they  did  not  see  how  we  could  do  any  less. 

As  these  works  have  done  more  for  us  than  any  others, 
through  the  enterprise  of  their  publisher  we  can  do  more 
with  them  than  with  all  others.  While  some  of  our  choicest 
books  are  bound  fast  by  costly  copyrights,  and  perverted  from 
a  national  to  a  sectional  blessing,  and  their  authors  conse- 
quently are  little  known  out  of  this  immediate  vicinity,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  friends  in  each  of  the  principal  cities, 
these  works  and  a  more  popular  series  of  tracts  might  be 
sent  wherever  the  English  language  is  spoken,  and  at  terms 
so  moderate  that  none  who  care  to  own  any  English  book 
could  remain  destitute.  A  new  laborer  has  now  entered  upon 
this  field,  commencing  with  the  State  of  Maine ;  and  could  his 
well-known  energy  and  business  talent  be  sustained  by  gen- 
erous funds  intrusted  to  us  for  this  purpose,  as  many  copies 
might  be  sold  the  ensuing  year  as  through  all  the  preceding 
years  together.  For,  except  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Unita- 
rian churches,  we  have  hardly  tried  as  yet  to  open  the  soil 
for  the  seed.  A  separate  organization  of  a  very  simple  kind 
has  been  formed,  to  divide  with  us  a  work  which  might,  per- 
haps, have  been  left  to  the  hands  already  pledged  to  the  work, 
and  somewhat  experienced  in  it.  In  seeking  for  perfectly 
trustworthy  persons,  who  would  engage  heartily  in  the  work, 
and  prove  acceptable  to  our  public,  might  not  our  theological 
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Students  benefit  themselves  and  the  cause  by  devoting  their  va* 
cations  to  the  circulation  of  our  books  ?  They  need  health ; 
nothing  would  be  so  certain  to  promote  it  as  a  ramble  for  this 
purpose  among  the  farm*houses  of  New  England  and  New 
York,  with  variety  of  scenery  and  novelty  of  incident  enough 
to  relieve  them  from  the  besetting  ills  of  a  student^s  life.  They 
need,  more  than  any  other  mental  qualification,  a  practical  ac- 
quaintance with  human  nature, —  that  nature  which  they  are 
consecrating  their  lives  to  influence,  but  which  must  be  under- 
stood before  it  can  be  moved.  The  free  intercourse  with  all 
classes  in  all  circumstances,  which  is  involved  in  this  agency, 
is  the  direct  road  to  a  knowledge  not  taught  in  books  or  schools, 
but  as  necessary  as  anything  they  can  impart  to  a  successful 
ministry.  Such  young  men  need  an  acquaintance  with  the 
people  at  large,  not  merely  in  a  single  city  or  the  environs  of 
a  college,  a  familiarity  and  a  sympathy  with  the  hopes  which 
quicken  and  the  principles  which  guide,  the  views  which  inter- 
est and  the  thoughts  which  agitate,  the  mass,  that  their  after 
words  from  the  pulpit  may  strike  the  key  •note  of  the  popular 
mind,  win  their  way  to  the  common  heart,  and  seize  hold  up- 
on the  public  conscience  of  the  time.  For  all  these  personal 
benefits  to  the  agents  themselves,  additional  to  the  pecuniary 
aid  it  might  give  in  their  studies,  and  the  demand  it  might  be 
expected  to  increase  for  a  corresponding  ministry  to  follow 
in  the  wake  of  this  elevated  theology,  we  would  call  the  at* 
tention  of  theolc^ical  students  to  this  inviting  and  unoccupied 
field. 

Our  Association  has  not  limited  itself,  however,  to  the  old 
methods  of  action  through  the  past  year.  Early  in  the  winter 
it  felt  called  upon  to  do  something  for  promoting  and  quick- 
ening spiritual  religion  in  this  neighbourhood,  with  the  hope 
that  a  more  earnest  piety  would  prompt  increased  effort  for 
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brethren  less  privileged  than  ourselves;  they  desired  also 
*^  that  a  closer  relation  should  exist ''  between  our  institution 
and  the  churches  whom  it  leans  upon  for  support.  After 
discussing  the  subject  before  the  Boston  Association  of  Minis- 
tecs,  a  call  was  made  by  a  sub-committee  of  this  body  for 
all  interested  to  attend  on  the  last  evening  of  the  year  at  the 
church  in  Federal  Street.  The  meetings  which  followed  on 
subsequent  Sunday  evenings  were  alike  elevated  in  char- 
acter and  happy  in  effect.  After  the  first  evening,  large 
audiences  were  gathered  ;  earnest  speaking,  fervent  prayer, 
and  heartfelt  praise  seemed  to  rise  as  an  harmonious  anthem 
from  the  whole  assembly;  speakers  of  various  denominations 
participated  in  the  meetings,  and  Christians  of  every  name 
rejoiced  together  over  the  enlfghtened  zeal,  the  elevated 
spirituality, and  generous  charity  which  moved  nearly  every 
speaker,  which  heightened  the  interest  of  every  additional 
meeting,  induced  us  to  continue  the  meetings  for  a  very  long 
period,  and  sent  exceedingly  favorable  reports  wherever  a 
newspaper  finds  its  way,  east  or  west. 

Various  good  results  flowed  from  these  meetings.  By  the 
re|)etition  of  the  addresses  in  hundreds  of  secular  papers,  our 
denomination  and  its  spirit  became  extensively  and  honorably 
known  ;  and  many  an  uncharitable  judgment  was  revoked, 
many  a  bitter  feeling  was  softened  or  changed.  Apparently, 
nothing  we  could  have  done  or  said  would  have  gone  so  far 
in  undeceiving  the  distant  parts  of  the  country  os  to  our  real 
character,  and  preparing  them  for  confidence  in  our  purposes 
and  sympathy  with  our  spirit ;  the  wave  of  awakened  feeling 
even  reached  across  the  Atlantic,  and  our  English  brethren 
seem  moved  to  seek  increased  earnestness  in  matters  of  re- 
ligion. Meanwhile,  our  own  churches  were  refreshed,  scat- 
tered brethren  unable  to  be  present  took  fresh  courage  from 
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the  reports  which  went  abroad,  many  minds  received  a  new 
impression  of  the  ^*  supremacy  of  spiritual  interests,^*  and 
other  churches  as  well  as  our  own  were  aroused  to  redoubled 
effort.  So  that,  in  regard  to  general  favor  or  devotional  in* 
fluence,  little  more  could  have  been  desired  of  so  simple  an 
instrumentality.  The  Executive  Committee,  under  these  cir* 
cumstances,  felt  themselves  called  upon  to  consider  the  rela* 
tions  of  this  Association  to  the  interests  which  had  been  made 
•o  prominent  a  subject  of  discussion,  and  appointed  a  sub* 
committee  to  consider  its  condition,  interests,  and  prospects, 
with  a  view  to  any  change  which  might  be  thought  desirable 
in  the  methods  of  action.  The  report  of  the  6ub*committee 
having  been  accepted,  it  is,  by  vote  of  this  committee,  made  a 
part  of  the  Annual  Beport. 

^'^  The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  condition,  in- 
terests, and  prospects  of  the  American  Unitarian  Associa- 
tion, find  that  an  examination  of  the  Treasurer's  books  pre« 
aents  a  somewhat  different  result  from  their  anticipation.  Aq 
opinion  has  prevailed  that  the  Association  has  never  been 
regarded  with  interest  and  sympathy  in  this  neighbourhood, 
that  but  a  small  portion  of  the  funds  comparatively  have  been 
derived  from  Boston,  and  that,  with  its  present  name,  organi- 
sation, and  mode  of  operation,  it  never  could  make  a  success- 
ful  appeal  to  the  pockets  and  purses  of  obir  city  congregations. 
The  Treasurer's  books  show  that  about  one  half  of  all  the 
money  which  has  bc^en  paid  into  the  Treasury  has  come  from 
Boston  and  the  immediate  neighbourhood.  The  whole  amount, 
when  compared  with  the  numbers  and  wealth  of  our  denom- 
ination, is  indeed  small :  still,  if  one  half  has  been  derived 
from  Boston,  it  cannot  be  urged  that  the  Association  has  failed 
to  receive  the  sympathies  of  liberal  Christians  here.     That 
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our  Association  does  not  bring  out  and  concentrate  the  whole 
wealth,  means,  and  influence  of  our  denomination  must  be 
admitted.  It  must  be  admitted  also  that  probably  no  organ- 
ization could  be  devised  that  would  do  this.  Were  we  be- 
ginning now  some  new  organization,  it  might  be  well  to  have 
one  with  a  less  distinctly  denominational  name,  and  somewhal 
different  in  its  prominent  objects  and  modes  of  operation. 
But  this  is  not  our  position.  Here  we  have  this  American 
Unitarian  Association  :  what  is  best  to  be  done  with  it  ?  To 
dissolve  it,  even  if  practicable,  would  be  bad.  From  one  end 
of  the  Union  to  the  other,  it  would  be  sounded  abroad  as  the 
death  of  Unitarian  Christianity.  Then,  probably,  it  could  not 
be  dissolved,  if  attempted.  Such  an  attempt  could  only  end 
In  division.  Those  who  voted  for  it,  and  failed,  would  feel 
bound  for  consistency's  sake  to  withdraw  and  form  some  new 
Association.  Those  who  resisted  and  voted  against  it  would 
cling  to  the  organization  which  they  had  preserved  and  de« 
termine  to  carry  it  on  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  though 
somewhat  shorn  of  strength  and  deprived  of  the  contributions 
of  those  who  had  withdrawn.  Thus  there  would  be  two 
Associations  in  our  denomination,  having  the  same  objects, 
•and,  from  the  circumstances  of  their  organization,  an  opposi- 
tion to  each  other  which  would  not  disappear  for  several 
years.  This  would  undoubtedly  be  a  very  bad  state  of  things^ 
^*  To  attempt  to  form  a  new  Association,  taking  no  notice 
of,  making  no  arrangements  in  regard  to,  the  American  Uni- 
tarian Association,  would  also  have  a  bad  e0ect, —  perhaps  a 
worse  one  than  the  course  already  mentioned.  This  would 
lead  to  division.  Those  interested  in  the  new  organization 
would  probably  lose  their  interest  in  the  American  Unitarian 
Association,  and  withdraw  from  all  efforts  in  its  behalf,  while 
others  would  not  have  their  zeal  quickened  ;  the  American 


tS  TWEWTT-FOURTH  ANNUAL   EBPOST.  316 

Unitarian  Association  would  languish  and  be  in  a  woree  state 
than  if  open  opposition  had  been  made  to  it, —  than  if  it  had 
been  openly  killed  and  decently  buried,  —  and  both  organ* 
izations  might  come  to  nothing. 

*'  It  would  not  seem  to  be  well,  therefore,  either  to  dissolve 
the  American  Unitarian  Association,  or  to  ignore  it  in  the 
formation  of  a  new  society.  It  would  seem  to  be  better,  in 
view  of  all  the  circumstances,  to  endeavour  to  expand  the 
missionary,  educational,  and  religious  character  and  opera- 
tions of  the  Association  ;  to  make  the  books  and  tracts  which 
it  publishes,  and  all  its  missionary  operations,  of  such  a  char- 
acter as  to  show  that  the  prominent  object  is  religious,  not 
denominational, —  that  its  purpose  is  to  oppose  sin,  irreligion, 
indifference,  worldliness,  and  not  to  oppose  Calvinism,  Pres- 
byterianism,  or  any  other  *  ism.'  It  would  not  be  well  to  give 
up  the  name  *  Unitarian,*  though  it  may  not  have  been  the 
best  selection.  It  would  not  be  well  to  forego  all  protest 
against  the  various  forms  of  exclusionism  and  bigoiTry;  but 
this  protest  will  have  power,  just  in  proportion  as  it  comes 
from  a  thoroughly  religious  body.  To  beget  this  state  of 
things  should  be  the  object  of  the  Association.  In  proporltoti 
as  it  succeeds  in  this,  any  protest  it  may  make  will  have  effect  * 
Let  the  great  body  of  Unitarians  become  truly  and  person- 
ally religious,  let  them  show  that  their  interest  in  religion  is 
not  simply  opposition' to  Calvinism,  but  an  earnest,  positive, 
practical  faith,  —  the  name  becomes  one  of  honor,  and  the 
body  must  necessarily  possess  an  important  influence.  Our 
general  principles  and  views  commend  themselves  to  most 
persons  in  this  country,  and  are  in  harmony  with  the  prin- 
ciples and  spirit  of  our  institutions.  Let  there  be  shown, 
connected  with  these  principles,  an  earnest,  living  piety,  and 
their  powter  and  influence  must  increase. 
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"  The  commiuee  therefore  recommend,  that  this  point  be 
distinctly  presented  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  —  viz..,  the  importance  of  enlarging  the  mission- 
ary, educational,  and  strictly  religious  department  of  the 
Association,  showing  the  Association's  capacity  for  such 
expansion,  and  the  benefit  that  would  result  from  it.'' 

At  the  close  of  the  meetings  to  which  reference  has  been 
oade,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  take  measures  to  enlarge 
the  missionary  action  of  our  body  ;  especially  as  the  sub- 
scription made  five  years  ago  for  this  purpose  had  expired 
by  its  own  limitation.     A  meeting  was  therefore  called  at 
the  chapel  in  Bedford  Street,  at  which,  after  animated  dis- 
cussion, a  committee  was  appointed  to  report  on  the  whole 
subject,  whose  report,  presented  at  the  adjourned  meeting, 
was  accepted,  with  a  resolution  that  it  be  *^  recommitted  to  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  American  Unitarian  Association, 
with  a  request  that  they  would  make  its  suggestions  the  prom- 
inent topics  for  discussion  at  the  annual  business  meeting, 
and  also  at  the  public  anniversary  of  that  Association.''  The 
Executive  Committee  believe  that  they  can  best  comply  with 
this  request  by  including  the  document  so  communicated 
in  their  present  report.     It  is  as  follows  :  — 

«<  Boston,  Mny  6, 1849. 

'*The  Committee  appointed  to  report  upon  the  subject  of 
missionary  effort,  having  held  several  meetings,  and  con- 
sidered the  subject  under  the  various  aspects  which  it  pre- 
sents, have  come  unanimously  to  certain  conclusions,  which 
they  beg  leave  to  embody  in  this  report. 

"  The  propriety  of  extending  the  influences  of  our  religion 
by  means  of  special  agencies  for  this  purpose,  in  places 

3* 
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destitute  of  regular  or  sufficient  Christian  instruction,  will 
not  be  questioned  by  any  one  of  those  to  whom  this  report 
is  made.  The  design  of  this  meeting  having  been  distinctly 
announced,  it  may  be  presumed  that  those  who  have  come 
together  are  interested  in  the  object  for  which  they  have 
met.  They  have,  doubtless,  been  influenced  by  the  con- 
viction, that  both  a  duty  and  a  privilege  arise  out  of  the 
circumstances  in  which  they  are  placed  by  the  Divine  Prov- 
idence. 'To  whom  much  is  given,  of  them  will  much  be 
required ' ;  and  if  our  resources  and  efforts  enable  us  to 
communicate  to  others  the  most  precious  of  treasures,  our 
own  enjoyment  of  which  is  enhanced  by  its  bestowal  on 
others,  then  may  it  properly  be  accounted  our  duty  to  spread 
the  blessings  of  Christianity  to  the  utmost  extent  of  our  abil- 
ity. The  privilege  is  commensurate  with  the  duty.  He 
who  values  the  gif\  of  God^s  love  through  his  dear  Son  as 
his  own  richest  possession,  must  esteem  it  a  joyful  coopera- 
tion with  the  Infinite  Goodness,  to  bring  others  into  the  in- 
heritance of  the  same  eternal  life  with  himself.  And  fur- 
ther still,  it  is  clear  beyond  denial,  that  the  diffusion  of 
Christianity,  with  all  the  blessings  of  civilization,  liberty,  and 
social  progress  which  it  includes,  depends  on  those  who  are 
now  disciples  of  this  faith.  The  argument  on  which  the 
friends  of  Christian  missions  rest  their  appeal  for  assistance, 
in  carrying  forward  the  work  they  undertake,  is  equally 
simple  and  conclusive.  Here  is  a  means,  —  or  rather,  as 
it  exceeds  or  embraces  all  other  methods  whatever  of  ele- 
vating the  human  race,  here  is  the  one  means  of  personal 
redemption  and  security.  Here  is  that  which  man  needs, 
that  he  may  worthily  till  up  his  existence  on  earth,  and 
prepare  himself  for  the  immortality  of  a  better  world.  It 
is  ours,  —  ours  to  use,  and  ours  to  diffuse.     The  age  of 
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fniracles  has  past.  Grod  now  employs  men  in  the  ordinary 
relations  of  life  as  the  messengers  of  his  grace.  If  we  adopt 
the  proper  measures  for  planting  Christian  institutions  on 
every  spot  in  our  land,  they  will  take  root  and  'flourish.  If 
we  do  not,  they  will  be  confined  to  the  regions  where  they 
are  now  established.  The  Gospel  is  not  borne  through  the 
air  like  the  seeds  which  the  wind  wafts  from  place  to  place. 
In  cannot  take  to  itself  wings,  and  fly  across  the  breadth  of 
a  continent.  It  must  be  carried  to  those  who  do  not  enjoy 
its  presence,  and  be  carried  by  human  beings;  who  must  be 
sent  by  others,  that  shall  promise  them  support  in  their  toil- 
some ministry.  How  shall  the  ignorant  and  the  destitute 
hear  the  word  of  salvation  except  through  the  preacher  ? 
And  how  shall  he  preach  except  he  be  sent?  *  Who  goeth  a 
warfare  any  time  at  his  own  charges.*'  The  missionary 
labor  as  clearly  belongs  to  God's  plan  of  human  improve- 
ment as  the  culture  of  the  ground  to  his  plan  of  human 
subsistence.  If  we  do  not  sustain  this  department  of  labor, 
we  leave  souls  to  starve  for  want  of  spiritual  food  ;  we  de- 
prive ourselves  of  the  satisfaction  that  follows  upon  discharg- 
ing the  part  which  falls  to  us  in  the  economy  of  the  world's 
growth  under  the  government  of  its  beneficent  Creator ;  we 
shut  out  multitudes  from  the  benefits  of  that  sacrifice  which 
was  at  once  the  channel  and  the  expression  of  an  infinite 
love,  and  do,  in  eflect,  'crucify  afresh'  him  whom  we  call 
Lord  and  Saviour,  as  we  disregard  the  most  emphatic  and 
tender  of  all  the  lessons  which  he  has  given  us.  Every 
one  from  whom  we  withhold  the  Cross  becomes  a  witness 
against  us,  that  we  are  not  worthy  to  be  saved  by  the  mercy 
it  unfolds. 

"  The  circumstances  of  our  country,  and  our  local  position 
as  citizens  of  this  country,  add  unusual  force  to  the  an^ument 
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bf  which  every  ChristiaD  should  be  induced  to  make  the 
diffusioa  of  the  Gospel  a  subject  of  personal  interest  An 
immense  region  is  open  to  our  approach.  It  invites  our 
action.  Half  a  continent  cries  to  us  for  immediate  assist* 
ance,  to  prevent  its  being  given  over  to  vice,  infidelity,  and 
disorder.  Thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  are  pouring 
themselves,  like  the  waves  of  the  resistless  tide,  over  the 
mountains,  the  valleys,  the  plains  that  strelch  between  the 
boundaries  of  an  established  civilization  and  the  shores  of 
the  Pacific.  The  character  and  destiny  of  the  West  —  the 
great  and  mighty  West,  nurse  of  men  and  home  of  the  future 
strength  of  the  Union  —  are  in  our  hands.  This  has  been 
said  by  the  politician  and  the  philanthropist,  till  it  has  become 
a  commonplace  of  rhetorical  declamation.  But  every  year, 
every  day  sets  before  us  new  illustrations  of  its  truth.  We 
who  live  in  New  England  may  make  the  West  what  we 
please.  Shall  we  make  it  '  like  the  garden  of  the  Lord,^  or 
shall  it  yield  the  rank  growth  of  ignorance  and  sin  ? 

*^  It  may  be  useful,  in  view  of  our  present  object,  to  con* 
sider  very  briefly  why  we  have  done  so  little  in  sustaining 
missionary  labor.  Two  reasons  may  be  given,  besides  the 
engrossing  character  of  the  secular  pursuits  to  which  our 
community  are  devoted,  and  the  want  of  personal  religious 
interest  seen  in  so  many  who  bear  the  name  of  Christians. 
In  the  first  place,  there  is  an  unrighteous  and  mischievous 
prejudice  against  the  word  missionary.  To  many  cars  it 
sounds  as  the  watchword  of  religious  partisanship,  or  the 
sign  of  intellectual  poverty  and  mean  dependence.  A  most 
unjust  appreciation  of  the  missionary  ofllice  and  the  mission- 
ary work  has  prevailed  to  a  considerable  extent  among  us  ; 
but  it  is  giving  way  to  a  more  reasonable  and  Christian 
judgment.     It  will  wholly  disappear  when  the  true  nature 
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of  this  work  and  the  dignity  of  the  office  shall  be  under- 
stood.    A  still  more  effectual  hindrance  to  any  such  move* 
nient  as  we  now  contemplate  grows  out  of  the  character  of 
our  people,  —  a  character  as  distinctly  marked  as  any  that 
ever  belonged  to  any  people  on  earth.     They  are  neither 
avaricious  nor  narrow-minded,  but  as  far  from  these  vices 
as  possible.      They  are,  however,   a  calculating   people. 
Their  shrewdness  leads  them  to  look  at  the  practical  results 
of  any  measure.     They  inquire,  before  they   give   either 
money  or  effort,  what  will  be  the  fruit  of  such  liberality. 
The  question  which  arises  before  a  Boston  man  is  not  What 
will  it  cost  ?  but  What  will  it  produce  ?     Now,  missionary 
efforts  appear  to  him  of  doubtful  utility  from  two  causes  ;  — 
first,  because  they  have  been  prosecuted  chiefly  at  a  dis- 
tance, whence  have  come  only  uncertain  or  greatly  exag« 
gerated  accounts;  and  secondly,  because  the  results  of  such 
efforts  must  be,  to  a  considerable  degree,  intangible.     If  a 
heathen  community  be  civilized,  or  a  village  in  New  Eng« 
land  which  has  suffered  Christian  institutions  to  fall  into 
decay  witness  their  revival,  something  definite  and  pal* 
pable  is  obtained.     But  how  many  souls  mny  be  comforted, 
instructed,  saved,  more  or  less  benefited,  whose  reception 
of  the  good,  for  which  they  may  be  indebted  to  the  preacher 
whom  a  missionary  society  shall  have  sent  out,  will  never 
be  recorded  in  any  statistics  but  those  of  heaven,  or  be 
known  to  the  persons  by  whom  that  missionary  may  have 
been  sent  to  his  field  of  labor  I 

"  We  need  not  enlarge  on  these  topics.  We  turn  from 
them  to  consider  how  we  may  perform  the  duty,  and  exer- 
cise the  privilege,  and  render  the  service,  and  enjoy  the 
satisfaction,  which  are  offered  us  in  the  providence  of  God. 
How  can  we  spread  Christian  truth  and  righteousness  through 
the  land  ? 
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^*  Some  of  us,  by  going  ourselves  to  the  destitute  places ; 
few,  however,  can  leave  their  homes  and  change  their  whole 
course  of  life,  to  become  preachers  of  religion.  By  send* 
ing  books,  tracts,  publications  of  every  kind,  suited  to  en- 
lighten,  impress,  convert,  guard,  those  whose  want  and 
exposure  demand  relief;  but  the  books  and  tracts  must 
be  carried,  and  their  influence  must  be  preceded,  accom- 
panied, and  followed  by  the  living  voice,  the  living  pres- 
ence. The  missionary  must  be  sent  from  the  parts  of  the 
country  where  Christian  privileges  are  a  familiar  inherit- 
ance, and  must  be  decently  and  adequately  supported ;  —  de- 
cently, that  he  may  not  awaken  pity  or  contempt  instead  of 
respect ;  adequately,  that  he  may  not  be  compelled  to  neglect 
his  appropriate  function  while  he  procures  the  means  of 
subsistence. 

^*  Missionaries  must  be  sent.  Where  shall  they  be 
found  ?  Here,*— among  us,  —  in  every  State,  county,  towa 
in  New  England,  in  New  York,  in  Pennsylvania.  More  are 
ready  to  (^er  themselves  than  we  have  the  means  at  our 
command  to  sustain.  They  wait  only  to  know  that  they 
are  wanted,  and  they  will  appear,  happy  and  grateful  to  be 
employed. 

^  But  they  will  need  preparation.  We  would  not  send  into 
the  West,  we  would  not  send  anywhere,  men  who  have  re- 
ceived no  training.  Even  the  most  zealous  will  need  culture. 
^The  spirits  of  the  prophets'  must  be  made  'subject  to  the 
prophets  ^ ;  they  must  be  taught  how  to  direct  their  own  be- 
nevolent inspiration.  We  would  educate  young  men  for 
d)e  work.  We  would  educate  them  at  Cambridge,  at  Mead- 
▼ille,  or  by  the  assistance  of  clergymen  in  their  own  houses. 
We  have  the  institutions  and  the  men,  under  whose  fostering 
care  our  missionaries  might  be  fitted  for  a  ucefuloesa  coex- 
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tensive  with  the  opportunity  which  they  are  eager  to  embrace. 
We  should  be  glad  at  once  to  put  fifty  young  men  under 
the  proper  training.  Perhaps  we  could  not  to-morrow,  or 
this  year,  find  more  than  half  that  number,  who  would  come 
forward  to  receive  our  bounty ;  but  let  us  begin  upon  the 
work  systematically,  and  with  a  determination,  which  shall 
be  understood  by  others  as  well  as  ourselves,  that  we  will  not 
act  from  a  brief  enthusiasm,  but  will  lay  the  foundations  of  a 
plan,  whose  efficiency  may  become  more  manifest  every 
year ;  and  the  number  of  those  whom  we  may  call  our  bene- 
ficiaries, but  who  will  really  be  our  benefactors,  will  increase 
faster  than  our  ability  to  meet  their  demands  upon  our  grat- 
itude. * 

**  With  the  views  which  they  have  now  expressed,  the  com- 
mittee approach  the  details  of  the  subject  to  which  their  at- 
tention has  been  directed.  These  arise  out  of  the  general 
inquiry,  What  methods  shall  we  adopt  for  the  discharge  of  our 
duty,  in  the  extension  of  Christian  influences  by  means  of 
missionaries,  whom  we  may  send  far  and  near,  with  the 
command  graven  on  their  hearts  to  *  preach  the  gospel  ^  to 
every  creature  whom  they  may  find  a  stranger  to  its  blessed 
influence  ? 

*^  The  committee  believe  they  need  not  occupy  a  moment 
in  showing  that  neither  individual  exertion,  nor  individual 
liberality,  will  be  sufficient  for  this  end.  We  must  combine 
our  efforts,  join  our  contributions,  consult  and  act  together. 
But  little  can  be  done  by  personal,  disconnected  zeal,  how- 
ever sincere  in  its  purpose  or  generous  in  its  sacrifice.  Much 
may  be  accomplished  by  the  union  of  those  who  will  quicken 
one  another  and  coopenite  for  the  largest  and  wisest  result. 

*^Such  cooperation  will  require  an  organization.  -It  need 
not  be  cumbrous  nor  ostentatious ;  but  there  must  be  method, 
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plan,  distribution  of  duties, —  in  a  word,  organization.    Shall 
it  be  a  new  organization  for  this  specific  purpose,  or  shall  we 
take  advantage  of  what  we  now  have,  and  make  it  subservient 
to  our  present  purpose?      The  committee  have  carefully 
considered  this  question,  and,  after  viewing  it  on  every  side, 
unite  without  hesitation  in  the  opinion,  that  we  have  now  ao 
organization  adequate  for  the  purpose,  and  of  which  we  can 
avail  ourselves  with  far  more  effect  than  would  result  from  an 
attempt  to  form  a  new  missionary  association.     It  will  prob- 
ably be  understood  by  every  one,  that  the  committee  now 
refer  to  the  American  Unitarian  Association.     They  believe 
that  this  institution  can  be  made  the  instrument  of  all  the 
good  now  contemplated,  and  they  doubt,  or  more  than  doubt, 
if  any  other  arrangement  could  take  its  place,  which  would 
not  be  attended  with  difficulties  that  would  greatly  embar- 
rass its  action.     The  Association  is  in  existence  ;   it  is  well 
known ;   it  has  an  honorable  history ;   it  is  connected  with 
the  names  of  revered  friends  ;  it  has  permanent  funds,  which 
will  probably  receive  augmentation ;    it  enjoys  the  benefit 
of  an  act  of  incorporation ;  it  has  established  a  central  office, 
and  now  commands  the  whole  time  of  a  General  and  an  As- 
sistant Secretary.    These  are  circumstances  not  to  be  lightly 
disregarded.     There  are  two  considerations  which  add  force 
to  the  conclusion  which  the  committee  have  reached.     First, 
the  American  Unitarian  Association,  according  to  its  plan 
and  constitution,  admits  of  just  such  an  enlargement,  or 
change  in  its  methods  of  action,  as  we  may  wish  to  give  it. 
It  is  flexible,  not  restricted  to  a  particular  mode  of  operation 
or  class  of  objects,  amidst  the  various  aims  of  Christian  be- 
neficence, but  is  intended  and  fitted  to  embrace  every  form 
of  action,  and  every  purpose  which  circumstances  may  sug- 
gest to  a  watchful  and  judicious  charity.     Such  an  increase 
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of  its  present  efficiency  would  not  be  attended  with  any  em* 
barrassment,  either  by  throwing  upon  its  officers  too  heavy  a 
burthen  of  care,  or  by  requiring  them  to  divide  their  attention 
among  too  many  objects,  since  it  would,  in  fact,  add  no  new 
enterprise  to  the  ends  which  they  now  endeavour  to  promote, 
but  would  only  clothe  them  with  greater  ability  for  executing 
one  of  their  present  objects. 

**  A  still  more  weighty  consideration,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  committee,  is  the  character  which  it  was  intended  by  the 
early  friends  of  the  Association  that  it  should  bear,  as  ap< 
pears  from  its  Constitution,  and  the  documents  presented  to 
the  public  at  the  time  of  its  formation.  It  was  proposed  and 
organized  for  the  promotion  of  the  very  purpose  which  we 
are  now  met  to  carry  forward.  The  language  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Constitution  is  decisive  on  this  point.  It  de- 
clares, that ,"  the  object  of  the  American  Unitarian  Associa- 
tion is  to  diffuse  the  knowledge  and  promote  the  interests 
of  pure  Christianity,  throughout  our  country.^*  This  language 
was  not  used  in  an  exclusively  sectarian  or  dogmatic  sense. 
The  founders  of  the  Association  did  not  mean,  by  selecting 
the  name  of  Unitarian,  to  intimate  that  they  would  confine  its 
instrumentality  to  an  inculcation  of  theological  tenets.  They 
gave  it  that  name,  because  it  was  an  honest  declaration  of 
their  own  opinions,  and  bIso  expressed  the  position  in  which 
they  were  placed  by  the  exclusive  policy  of  other  sects,  who, 
while  they  were  ready  to  accept  whatever  money  Unitarians 
ntiight  contribute  to  their  funds,  refused  to  grant  them  a  proper 
share  in  the  control  of  the  societies  by  which  it  was  disbursed. 
The  founders  of  the  American  Unitarian  Association  felt  the 
aaroe  obligation,  and  were  moved  by  the  same  desire,  which 
DOW  influence  those  who  would  increase  the  contributions  of 
our  body  to  missionary  purposes.     They  could  not  consent 

VOL.  xzii.  —  NO.  263^  4 


38  TWBNTT-FOURTH  ANNUAL   BEPOST.  326 

to  the  alteroative,  that  Unitarians  should  either  remaia  in- 
active, or  bestow  their  money  for  the  propagation  of  what 
they  accounted  error,  and  therefore  devised  this  means  of 
giving  to  the  liberality  of  our  people  its  proper  direction. 
They  hoped  that  men  would  be  employed  to  preach  the  Gos- 
pel, who,  while  they  should  avoid  the  fake  interpretation  put 
upon  Scripture  by  other  denominations,  would  make  it  their 
special  business  to  unfold  the  great  truths  of  religion,  and 
press  them  upon  the  oonsoience,  or  imprint  them  on  the 
heart.  The  committee  speak  with  entire  confidence  on  this 
point  They  might  quote  various  passages  from  documents 
on  the  files  of  the  Association,  to  show  that  its  early  friends 
were  not  actuated  by  a  narrow  sectarianism,  or  the  spirit  of 
proselytism,  but  regarded  the  difiusion  of  the  Grospel,  in  its 
moral  and  spiritual  influences,  as  the  end  which  should  be 
kept  constantly  in  view.  They  confine  themselves  to  two 
extracts  ;  —  one  fVom  a  paper  presented  to  the  Berry  Street 
Conference,  on  the  day  before  the  organization  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, in  which  its  purpose  was  thus  desoribed  :  — 

**  *  The  chief  and  ultimate  object  of  thii  tSociety  will  be  the  promo- 
tion of  pure  and  undefiled  religion,  by  diMeminating  the  knowledge 
of  it  where  adequate  means  of  religioua  instruction  are  not  enjoyed. 
A  secondary  good,  which  will  flow  from  it,  is  the  union  of  all  Unita- 
rian Christians  in  this  country  in  one  ^neral  object,  so  that  they 
would  become  mutually  acquainted,  and  the  concentration  of  their 
efforts  would  increase  their  efficiency.' 

^'  A  distinction  is  here  plainly  drawn  between  the  primary 
object  of  the  Association,  which  is  described  as  purely  re- 
ligious, and  the  sectarian  or  theological  action  that  may  re- 
sult from  its  establishment,  which  is  noticed  as  a  ^  secondary 
good/  The  other  extract  is  still  more  emphatic.  It  is  from 
a  paper  of  instruct  ions, which  was  given  to  a  gentleman  who 
was  employed  as  an  agent  to  obtain  subscriptions  to  the 
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Association,  soon  after  its  establishment,  and  which  was 
afterwards  printed  as  a  circular  for  general  use. 

M  <  The  efforts  of  the  American  Unitarian  Aasociation  will  be  direct- 
ed, in  accordance  with  the  fint  article  of  the  Conatitation,  to  the  pro- 
motion of  Unitarian  Christianity,  not  simply,  nor  chiefly,  of  those 
Tiews  which  distinguish  the  friendsof  this  Association  from  other  dis-. 
ciples  of  Jesus  Christ,  but  of  those  great  doctrines  and  principles  in 
which  all  Christians  coincide,  and  which  constitute  the  substance  of 
oar  religion.  We  wish  to  diflbse  the  knowledge  and  influence  of  the 
uncormpted  Gospel  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour.' 

*^  These  passages  leave  no  doubt  of  the  intention  of  the 
founders  of  the  Association.  That  circumstances  have  some* 
what  constrained  the  action  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
given  it  a  more  directly  sectarian  character  than  such  a  pur- 
pose as  we  have  imputed  to  those  who  were  connected  with 
its  early  history  might  seem  to  justify,  is  only  a  reason  why 
we  should  restore  its  original  design,  and  make  it  the  channel 
through  which  the  contributions  of  all  the  members  of  our 
churches  may  reach  their  proper  destination.  The  com- 
mittee believe  that  the  present  officers  of  the  Association 
would  rejoice  to  see  its  efficiency  increased,  and  a  breadth 
given  to  its  operations  which  they  may  not  have  yet  exhibited. 
The  changes  that  would  be  necessary,  to  render  this  Associa- 
tion the  instrument  of  the  good  which  it  is  our  desire  to  effect, 
are  so  slight,  that  they  need  not  be  described.  They  would 
consist  in  certain  internal  arrangements,  which  it  would  fall 
within  the  province  of  the  Executive  Commitee,  rather  than 
of  this  meeting,  to  fix ;  and  this  report,  therefore,  instead  of 
enlarging  upon  what  it  is  needless,  and  it  might  be  improper, 
here  to  consider,  will  be  closed  by  specifying  three  objects, 
on  which  the  American  Unitarian  Association  should  in 
future  bestow  particular  attention. 

"  Pint,  the  education  of  young  men  for  the  ministry,  or 
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rather  for  the  missionary  work.  Such  an  education,  aAer 
the  preliminary  studies,  for  which  it  might  be  proper  in  some 
eases  to  provide  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  could  be  pur- 
sued either  at  Cambridge,  at  Meadville,  or  under  the  care  of 
some  clergyman  in  his  own  home.  At  Cambridge,  the 
expenses,  as  charged  to  the  student,  are  inevitably  large, 
but  they  are  greatly  reduced  by  the  appropriations  from  the 
late  Mr.  Williams^s  legacy,  and  from  the  funds  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Hopkins  Trustees.  If  the  whole  cost  of  residence  at 
Cambridge,  including  clothes,  as  well  as  instruction,  room- 
rent,  fuel,  and '  incidental  expenses,  be  put  at  9250  a  year« 
the  divinity  student,  who  shall  make  his  want  known,  may 
hope  to  receive,  on  an  average,  $150,  leaving  him  to  pro- 
cure, by  other  means,  only  $100,  or  $300  for  the  whole 
course.  This  deficiency  the  American  'Unitarian  Associa- 
tion might,  wholly  or  in  part,  make  up,  enabling  the  student 
who  had  no  resources  of  his  own  to  enter  on  his  profession 
free  from  debt.  At  Meadville,  the  cost  of  an  education  is 
veiy  much  lower,  being  put,  in  the  official  estimate  of  ex- 
penses, at  thirty  dollars.  We  cannot,  however,  suppose  this 
sum  would  be  sufficient,  except  in  cases  where  an  extreme 
economy  was  practised.  We  would  rather  place  the  needed 
amount  at  fifty  dollars,  exclusive  of  personal  clothing.  This 
amount  the  Association  could  advance ;  and  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  probably  the  larger  number  of  those  who  would 
be  willing,  and  be  best  fitted,  to  engage  in  missionary  labor, 
at  least  in  the  West,  would  be  attracted  rather  to  the  Mead- 
ville than  to  the  Cambridge  school,  it  is  easily  seen  that  an 
inconsiderable  annual  appropriation  would  enable  several 
young  men  to  complete  their  preparatory  studies,  and  qualify 
themselves  for  the  enterprise  before  them.  A  few  might 
prefer  to  remain  under  the  private  direction  of  a  minister, 
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and  this  would  perhaps  be  more  expensive,  in  the  result, 
than  either  of  the  other  methods ;  but  here  also,  the  Execu* 
tive  Committee  of  the  Association,  after  considering  the  cir- 
cumstances, might  think  it  proper  to  afford  some  aid.  The 
number  who  should  receive  assistance,  in  either  or  all  of 
these  places,  cannot  be  determined  beforehand.  Each  case 
must  be  decided  on  its  own  merits.  We  have  said  that  we 
should  be  glad  to  see  fiAy  beneficiaries  of  such  a  charity  as 
we  propose,  now  preparing  themselves  to  go  out  and  pro- 
claim the  everlasting  Gospel  to  sinful  men.  It  may  be  years 
before  so  large  a  number  will  be  collected  into  our  theo- 
logical schools ;  but  the  sooner  and  the  more  heartily  we 
make  the  attempt,  the  shorter  will  be  the  interval  before  we 
shall  witness  the  fulfilment  of  our  hope. 

^  The  second  point  to  which  we  hope  the  Association  will 
give  prominence  in  its  future  operations  is,  the  distribution  of 
devotional  books  and  works  on  practical  religion.  These  are 
silent  missionaries.  They,  too,  must  be  sent.  They  will 
be  welcomed.  OAen  they  go  to  spots  which  the  living 
preacher  cannot  visit.  They  carry  truth  to  inquiring  minds 
and  suffering  hearts.  They  prepare  the  way  for  the  preach- 
er. They  perpetuate  his  influence  after  his  departure.  We 
speak  of  devotional  and  practical  writings;  for  the  com- 
mittee do  not  wish,  and  they  believe  the  persons  by  whom 
they  were  appointed  do  not  wish,  to  give  to  the  contem- 
plated movement  a  sectarian  character.  It  is  not  Unitarians, 
but  Christians,  that  we  would  make  by  means  of  that  blessed 
religion  which  every  sect  that  owns  Christ  as  founder  of  the 
one  Church  which  he  ^  purchased  with  his  own  blood '  es- 
teems as  the  instrument  that  God  uses  in  the  regeneration 
and  sanctification  of  man.  We  need  more  works  of  a  practi- 
cal and  devotional  kind  than  we  have  ;  but  it  is  gross  injustice 
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to  apeak  as  if  we  had  not  many  such  already.  Among  the 
tracts  of  the  American  Unitarian  Association  may  be  found 
seyeral,  the  whole  spirit  and  design  of  which  would  recom« 
mend  them  to  any  Christian  hody,  and  make  them  ministen 
of  good  to  any  one  who,  conscious  or  unconscious  of  his  spir* 
itual  needs, required  counsel  or  sympathy.  Among  writings 
of  a  larger  size,  it  is  enough  to  enumerate  the  volumes  which 
bear  the  names  of  Channing,  Ware,  and  Peabody,  to  show  that 
we  are  furnished  with  just  such  materials  as  we  should  desire 
in  the  prosecution  of  any  plan  like  that  to  which  we  have  re* 
ferred.  The  American  Unitarian  Association  has  already 
ondertaken  the  circulation  of  these  books,  and,  should  en- 
eounigement  be  given  them  to  enlarge  this  branch  of  their 
operations,  we  doubt  not  that  the  Executive  Committee 
would  gladly  establish  agencies,  stationary  or  itinerant,  by 
which  works  of  this  class  might  be  scattered  over  the  whole 
country. 

*^The  third  form  in  which  our  present  purpose  might  find 
expression  is  the  employment  of  missionaries  wherever  the 
destitution  or  the  desire  of  the  people  might  invite  them  to 
enter.  The  vast  region  which  we  call  the  West,  reaching 
from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific,  is  missionary  ground. 
The  new  Suites  that  are  there  rising  into  importance,  or 
Into  existence,  have  all  that  is  needful  for  their  mate* 
rial  and  political  growth ;  but  that  which  shall  secure,-  for 
the  millions  who  will  fill  their  cities  and  towns,  moral 
worth  and  religious  hope,  must  be  sent  to  them,  and  be  sent 
mainly  from  the  Atlantic  and  the  Northern  Atlantic  States. 
Other  denominations  recognize  their  obligation  to  provide 
Christian  teachers  for  those  growing  settlements.  We  re- 
joice in  their  energy  and  liberality.  Shall  we  not  cooperate 
with  them  in  effect,  though  we  may  be  compelled  to  adopt  a 
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distinct  mode  of  action  ?  Shall  we  not  emnlate  their  zeal,  and 
share  with  them  the  satisfaction  of  saving  that  unmeasured 
extent  of  country,  soon  to  be  covered  with  men  of  our  own 
race  and  lineage,  from  being  given  over  to  inreligion  and 
world liness  ?  The  West,  however,  will  not  receive  exclu* 
sive  attention.  New  England  contains  many  spots  that  re- ' 
quire  the  presence  of  the  missionary.  At  this  moment, 
probably,  a  dozen  preachers  could  be  employed  most  bene* 
ficially  in  the  State  of  Maine,  not  in  converting  men  from 
one  form  of  belief  to  another,  but  in  leading  them  to  an 
active  faith  in  God  and  Christ,  to  the  discharge  of  their 
social  and  religious  duties,  to  a  preparation  of  their  immortal 
souls  for  judgment  and  for  heaven.  The  officers  of  the 
American  Unitarian  Association,  through  the  correspondence 
which  they  maintain  with  all  parts  of  ^the  Union,  would  be 
able  to  seize  at  once  on  the  most  suitable  places  for  re- 
ceiving  the  missionaries  whom  they  might  send  forth,  and 
would  make,  from  its  augmented  resources,  the  appropria- 
tions that  would  he  necessary  for  their  support. 

^^  The  committee  will  close  this  report  with  one  other  sug- 
gestion. H  is,  that,  by  some  action  of  this  meeting,  the 
subject,  which  they  have  endeavoured  to  present  under 
the  aspects  which  seem  to  them  most  important,  should  be 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
American  Unitarian  Association,  not  only  for  their  consider- 
ation, but  in  the  hope  that  they  will  give  it  prominence  in 
the  discussions  that  may  take  place  on  the  next  anniversary. 
While  they  would  leave  to  that  body  the  determination  of 
questions  which  may  arise  respecting  the  manner  in  which 
money  should  be  raised  or  expended,  they  would  respect- 
fully suggest,  that,  at  both  the  private  and  the  public  meet- 
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iDgs  of  the  anniversary,  the  propriety  of  a  more  efficient  mia- 
sionary  action  be  made  a  chief  subject  of  attention. 

^^  The  views  which  have  4iow  been  presented  may  be  con* 
densed  into  the  following  propositions,  which  the  committee 
beg  leave  to  offer  to  the  meeting :  — 

^'  1.  That  it  is  the  duty  and  the  privilege  of  every  Chris- 
tian, and  of  every  Christian  denomination,  to  diffuse  the  Gos- 
pel of  Christ  as  widely  as  possible. 

^'  2.  That,  for  this  end,  missionary  effort  should  be  organ- 
ized and  maintained  on  a  liberal  plan  by  us  as  a  Christian 
body. 

*^  3.  That  this  effort  shoukl  be  particularly  directed  to  the 
education  of  young  men  for  the  ministry,  the  employment 
of  preachers  in  destitute  places  throughout  our  country,  and 
the  distribution  by  them,  or  by  other  hands,  of  writings  of  a 
devotional  and  practical  character. 

^^4.  That  the  American  Unitarian  Association  ofiers  to 
our  use,  in  prosecuting  this  enterprise,  an  organization  of 
which  we  should  be  glad  to  avail  ourselves,  by  pouring  into 
its  treasury  funds  which  its  officers  may  appropriate  in  the 
ways  just  described. 

^'  5.  That  a  general  cooperation  of  our  body  in  enlarging 
the  resources  of  the  American  Unitarian  Association,  that 
it  may  exhibit  more  efficiency  in  its  missionary  operations, 
is  what  we  desire  and  recommend.^' 

We  have  thus  laid  before  our  public  not  only  the  doings 
of  the  year  past,  but  our  hopes  and  purposes  for  years  to 
come.  Offering  fervent  thanksgiving  to  that  Providence 
which  has  signally  blessed  us  hitherto,  and  is  now  marking 
out  for  our  hands  a  most  inviting  field  of  labor,  acknowledg- 
ing our  unworthiness  of  such  a  glorious  mission,  such  privi- 
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leges,  truths,  motives,  consolations,  and  hopes,  let  us  here 
pledge  ourselves  to  renewed  fidelity,  to  united,  generous, 
hearty,  wise,  and  therefore  successful  effort.  And,  invoking 
upon  our  institution  that  hlessing  without  which  Paul  may 
plant  and  A  polios  water  in  vain,  we  will  repeat  to  the  world 
the  words  of  an  English  statesman,  — 

^^  Applaud  us  when  we  run,  console  us  when  we  fall, 
cheer  us  when  we  recover,  hut  for  God^s  sake  let  us  pass 
on« 


At  the  business  meeting  of  the  American  Unitarian  As- 
sociation, held  May  29,  1849,  a  report  which  had  been 
prepared  by  a  sub-committee  of  the  Directors,  and,  by  their 
order,  distributed  among  the  members  of  the  Association, 
was,  with  an  amendment,  accepted,  and  is  now  published  in 
connection  with  the  Annual  Report. 

*'  The  Bob-committee  who  were  instructed  to  prepare  a  plan  for  the 
future  operations  of  the  Association,  have  felt  themselves  directed 
towards  the  result  which  they  shall  now  present  alike  by  their  own 
conviction  and  by  external  pressure.  They  believe,  that,  if  no^ intima- 
tion had  been  conveyed  to  them  of  a  wish  that  the  Association  shonld 
exhibit  more  breadth  and  strength  of  purpose,  the  history  of  the  last 
year  is  enough  to  suggest  to  the  Executive  Committee  the  propriety  of 
endeavouring  to  enlarge  its  efficiency.  Without  meaning  to  express 
dissatisfaction  with  the  work  which  hss  been  accomplished,  they 
conceive  that  an  institution,  situated  as  this  is,  In  the  midst  of  oppor- 
tunities, and  with  some  considerable  observation  drawn  to  it  by  the 
attempt  that  was  made  two  years  since  to  give  it  an  organisation  bet- 
ter suited  to  its  high  purpose,  ought  not  to  be  content  with  the  amount 
of  its  past  usefulness.  To  this  conviction,  founded  on  a  near  ac- 
quaintance with  its  proceedings,  is  now  added  the  call  made  upon  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  meeting,  held  in  the  Bedford  Street 
Chape?,  as  appears  from  the  Report  which  has  been  communicated  to 
this  Board,  according  to  a  vote  of  that  meeting.    The  sob-committee, 
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therefore,  at  once  entered  on  the  detaili  of  a  plan  for  bringing  the  ca* 
pabilities  of  the  Aasociation  into  more  aatisfactorj  manifeatation,  and 
beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  outline :  — 

'*  1.  The  Ezecutiye  Committee  shall  in  future  be  divided,  immedi- 
ately aAer  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Asaociation,  into  three  snb- 
comroitteea,  —  one  to  be  entitled  the  Committee  on  Minions,  which 
■hall  have  charge  of  all  the  busineas  that  falls  properlj  under  the 
heads  of  missionary  labor  and  theological  education,  i.  e.  the  prepara- 
tion of  young  men  for  the  ministry,  and  the  employment  of  preach- 
ers in  itinerant  service,  or  in  feeble  societies  where  they  are  not 
expected  to  form  a  permanent  engagement;  one  to  be  entitled  the 
Committee  on  Publications,  which  shall  have  charge  of  all  that  belongs 
to  the  Book  and  Tract  Department,  as  the  procuring  and  printing 
of  tracts  or  essays  or  volumes,  and  the  circulation  of  whatever  the 
Association  may  publish  or  may  include  in  its  system  of  distribution, 
by  means  of  auxiliaries,  or  stationary,  or  travelling  agents ;  and  one 
to  be  styled  the  Committee  on  General  Business,  which  shall  have 
charge  of  whatever  subjects,  besides  those  which  have  been  assigned 
to  the  other  sub-committees,  shall  come  before  the  £xecutiTe  Com- 
mittee, and  shall  especially  be  intrusted  with  the  duties  of  the  present 
Committee  on  Finance.  It  shall  be  the  office  of  each  of  these  sub- 
committees to  examine  and  report  upon  every  matter  which  shall 
come  before  the  Executive  Committee,  and  be  referred  to  them  re- 
spectively. They  shall  never,  except  by  special  vote,  be  authoriiecl 
to  take  final  action  on  any  subject ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  except 
in  cases  which  require  an  immediate  decision,  or  can  be  disposed  of 
without  debate,  no  matter  shall  pass  under  the  final  judgment  of  the 
Executive  Committee  until  it  has  been  considered  and  made  the  sub- 
ject of  a  report  by  the  committee  to  which  it  belongs, — said  report 
to  be  made  as  often  as  convenient  in  writing.  Each  of  these  sub- 
committees shall  consist  of  three  members,  besides  the  Secretary,  who 
shall,  ex  officio^  belong  to  each  of  them ;  or  in  case  the  amendment  of 
the  by-laws,  proposed  on  the  last  anniversaiy,  shall  be  adopted,  the 
General  Secretary  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Committees  on  Missions 
and  on  Publications,  and  the  Home  Secretary  of  the  Committees  on 
Publications  and  on  General  Business. 

*'  2.  The  attention  of  the  Executive  Committee  the  next  year  shall 
be  largely  given  to  the  preparation  and  employment  of  missionaries 
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for  the  diffntion  of  Christian  truth  in  the  destitute  places  of  New 
England,  and  the  wide  region  of  the  West.  They  shall  bestow  more 
attention  than  has  formerly  been  given  on  the  circulation  of  books 
and  tracts,  presenting  just  views  of  religious  belief  and  the  religious 
life,  by  means  of  special  agents  employed  for  this  purpose  throughout 
the  country. 

'*  3.  The  Secretary,  or  General  Secretary,  if  such  he  should  be  styled, 
shall  spend  most  of  his  time  out  of  Boston,  visiting  places  near  and 
more  distant,  that  he  may  awaken  or  strengthen  the  missionary  spirit, 
may  create  or  diffuse  an  interest  in  the  Association,  and,  by  public 
addresses  and  personal  intercourse,  may  increase  its  funds  and  pro- 
mote its  purposes.  The  regular  and  incidental  business  of  the  office 
in  Boston  will  therefore  fall  principally  into  the  hands  of  the  Assistant 
Secretary. 

*'4.  The  present  system  of  auxiliaries  shall  be  altered  in  two  re- 
spects. First,  while  the  subscription,  entitling  a  person  to  be  consid- 
ered a  member  of  the  Assiiciation,  shall  remain  $1  or  more,  any 
annual  payment,  of  not  less  than  *2S>  cents,  may  enlitle  a  person  to 
become  a  member  of  an  auxiliary;  and  every  auxiliary  shall  liave  the 
right  to  send  to  the  annual  meeting,  in  behalf  of  those  whose  annual 
payment  falls  below  $  1 ,  one  delegate  for  every  $  10  so  raised.  Any 
congregation  may  adopt  its  own  method  of  raising  money,  by  sub- 
scription, donation,  or  public  collection,  and  may  constitute  itself  an 
auxiliary  (with  the  rights  just  described)  by  an  annual  payment,  of 
whatever  amount,  into  the  treasury  of  the  Association,  the  vote  of 
January  4, 1826,  on  this  subject,  being  hereby  repealed.  Secondly, 
the  present  monthly  distribution  of  tracts  shall  cease,  the  votes  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  passed  September  28,  1826,  and  March  18, 
1830,  being  hereby  repealed;  and  instead  of  such  monthly  distribution, 
each  member  of  the  Association  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  a  copy  of 
every  publication  issued  by  the  Association,  and  each  auxiliary  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive,  for  distribution  among  those  whose  annual  pay- 
ment ialls  below  $  1,  such  an  amount  of  publications  as  the  ability  of 
the  Association  may  permit  the  Executive  Committee  to  vote  in 
each  case. 

**  5.  The  publications  of  the  Association  shall  in  future  be  divided 
into  three  classes.  1.  Tracts,  either  doctrinal,  practical,  or  devo- 
tional.   2.  Books,  essays,  or  treatises,  varying  in  size  from  48  pages 
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to  the  ordinary  dimensions  of  a  12mo.  volnine.  3.  Children's  books, 
of  such  a  kind  as  may  give  them  correct  views  of  religious  truth,  of 
duty,  and  of  Scripture.  The  first  class  shall,  as  far  aa  poasible,  con- 
sist of  original  productions,  of  which  at  least  six  shall  be  printed 
every  year.  The  second  class  may  include  reprints  of  valuable  re- 
ligious works,  of  which  at  least  two  shall  be  issued  annually.  The 
third  class  shall  be  published  in  a  neat  but  inexpensive  style,  as  often 
as  circumstances  may  permit. 

''As  the  circulation  of  books  and  tracts  will  be  an  object  more  dil- 
igently pursued  by  the  Executive  Committee  than  in  former  years, 
arrangements  shall  be  made  for  this  purpose.    Travelling  agents,  es- 
pecially, shall  be  engaged,  who,  for  a  stipulated  sum  or  a  fixed  per- 
centage, shall  visit  different  towns  and  states,  and  carry  such  toI- 
umes  as  Channing*s  and  Ware's  Works,  the  Memoirs  of  Channini^, 
Ware,  and  Feabody,  Dewey *s.  Greenwood's,  and  A.  P.  Peabody's 
Sermons,  Buroap's  and  Livermore's  Lectures,  Brooks's  devotional 
works,  ancf  the  larger  or  smaller  publications  of  the  Association.    A 
capital  of  at  least  $1000  shall  be  constantly  employed  in  this  way. 
The  writings  which  shall  be  circulated  in  this  manner  shall  not  be 
exclusively  or  chiefiy  controversial  or  dogmatic  in  their  cbaneter; 
but  such  as  may  lay  the  foundation,  and  build  up  the  structure,  of  a 
Christian  life  in  the  reader.    The  future  publications  of  the  Associa- 
tion, also,  shall  aim  rather  at  the  production  of  spiritual  good  than  at 
the  establishment  of  a  peculiar  doctrinal  faith.    While  the  Executive 
Committee  will  hold  themselves  precluded  from  giving  correney  to 
erroneous  theological  tenets,  they  shall  particularly  desire  to  spread 
abroad  the  moral  and  Divine  influence  of  our  holy  religion. 

"  6.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  encourage  and  assbt  young 
men  whom  they  may  think  fitted,  and  find  disposed,  to  devote  them- 
selves to  the  Christian  ministry,  by  such  annual  appropriations  to- 
wards defraying  their  expenses  at  Cambridge,  Meadville,  or  else- 
where, as  they  may  in  each  case  deem  proper.  They  shall  also  en- 
deavour to  increase  the  means  of  professional  education  at  our  The- 
ological Schools.  Missionaries  may  be  employed  permanently  or  at 
intef  vals,  either  in  large  towns,  like  Utica  in  New  York  or  Burling- 
ton in  Iowa,  where  there  are  many  persons  now  connected  with  no 
religious  society  who  would  probably  welcome  Unitarian  preaching, 
or  in  the  villages  of  Maine,  or  the  settlements  of  the  West,  where 
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the  most  inadeqaate  provision  is  made  for  the  religions  instraetion  of 
the  people.  The  Association  ought  to  have  at  least  twelve  such  mis- 
sionaries in  constant  employment. 

''7.  To  meet  the  various  preferences  of  individuals,  subscription  pa- 
pers shall  be  printed,  with  a  general  title  to  this  effect,  —  "  Annual 
Subscriptions  and  Donations  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Amer- 
ican Unitarian  Association,"  and  with  four  columns,  one  bearing  the 
title  of  **  Preparation  and  Support  of  Missionaries,"  another,  **  Circu- 
lation of  Books  and  Tiacts,"  the  third, "  General  Objecto,"  the  fourth, 
^  Donations,"  which  column  shall  have  sufficient  breadth  to  allow  the 
purpose  for  which  the  donation  is  made  to  be  stated.  These  subscrip- 
tion-papers shall  be  offered  by  the  Secretary  in  the  places  which  he 
visits,  and  shall  be  sent  to  other  places,  and  the  money  that  shall  be 
received  in  return  shall  be  appropriated  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
subscription  or  donation.  The  Treasurer's  books  shall  be  kept  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  indicate  the  distinction  marked  on  these  papers.  All 
moneys  subscribed  or  given  for  General  Objects  shall  be  expended  by 
the  Executive  Committee  in  such  ways  as  they  may  think  best, 
either  for  missions,  publications,  salaries  and  incidental  expenses,  ur 
any  special  object  that  may  claim  their  attention. 

**  8.  Immediately  aAer  the  anniversary,  the  Eiecutive  Committee 
shall  endeavour,  by  putting  the  various  methods  now  described  into 
operation,  to  enlarge  the  pecuniary  resources  and  moral  efficiency  of 
the  Association,  and,  by  the  visits  of  the  Secretary,  by  correspond- 
ence, and  by  public  meetings,  shall  endeavour  to  raise  at  least  the 
sum  of  9  10,0U0  the  next  year,  in  addition  to  the  amount  of  receipts 
the  present  year.  The  change  in  the  conditions  on  which  auxiliaries 
may  be  recognised,  the  variety  of  objects  for  which  subscriptions  and 
donations  shall  be  sought,  and  the  greater  interest  felt  in  missionary 
efforts,  it  may  be  hoped,  will  render  this  practicable. 

"  9.  Larger  and  mote  respectable  accommodations  shall  be  obtained 
for  the  office  in  Boston.  The  present  apartment  the  sob-committee 
regard  as  very  unsuitable,  being  both  small  and  close,  and  absolutely 
forbidding  that  privacy  which  ought  to  be  desired  and  secured  at 
meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee*  There  are  obvious  reasons 
why  the  Committee  should  wish  to  retain  the  connection  of  the  office 
with  the  establishment  of  Messrs.  Crosby  and  I^ichols,  and  they  hope 
it  will  be  found  practicable  to  hold  this  connection,  and  yet  enjoy 
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ooovenifliiOM  from  which  they  are  now  debured.  Bat  if  no  better 
amngement  can  be  made  in  this  boildtng,  the  snb-cooimittee  think 
the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  sfaoiild  be  anthorised  immediately  to 
hire  acme  other  room.  No  one  who  nnderatanda  the  nature  of  the 
hutineas  traniaeted  at  the  office  of  the  Aasociation,  or  who  hae  obeerred 
the  number  and  character  of  the  peraons  who  riait  the  office,  or  een- 
aidera  that  it  haa  become  a  central  point  in  the  regards  of  the  whole 
denomination,  will  complain  of  the  appropriation  of  $500  a  year,  —  a 
larger  sum  than  ia  now  paid,  and  a  sum  which  would  procure  the  ao- 
commodationa  now  needed,-— to  defray  the  expenses  of  rent,  fuel,  and 
necesaary  care  of  the  room. 

"  In  connection  with  the  office,  the  aub-committee  would  rpcommend 
that  a  project,  entertained  in  the  earlier  years  of  tlie  Association,  be 
revived,  and  a  library  of  Unitarian  books  be  collected,  which  shall 
be  permanently  deposited  in  or  near  the  office  of  the  American  Unita- 
rian  Association,  ahall  be  the  property  of  the  Association,  and  shall  be 
under  the  charge  of  the  Assistant  or  Home  Secretary.  Such  a  library 
might  easily  be  commenced  by  soliciting  from  authors  copies  of  the 
works  which  they  hare  published,  or  ftom  friends  duplicates  of  toI- 
umes  on  their  shelves,  and  might  be  constantly  enlarged  by  the  addi- 
tion, through  gifts  which  would  be  freely  bestowed,  of  future  works. 
In  a  few  years,  a  complete  collection  of  Unitarian  theological  and  re- 
ligions writings  would  be  made,  and  would  constitute  a  valuable  part 
of  the  property  of  the  Assdciation.  The  books  might  be  kept  for  re^r- 
enoe  in  the  office,  or  be  lent  on  conditions  observed  by  the  borrower. 

<'  With  the  library  the  committee  would  also  unite  a  reading-room, 
in  which  as  many  of  the  religions  journals  of  the  day  as  could  be 
procured,  without  expense  to  the  Association,  should  be  kept  for  the 
use  of  all  persons  visiting  the  office.  Such  means  of  increasing  the 
social  intercoaree  and  strengthening  the  cordial  regards  of  proiessore 
of  the  same  faith,  are  worthy  of  the  notice  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 

**  The  sub  -committee  offer  these  suggestions  to  their  associates  in  the 
management  of  the  affairs  of  the  institution,  whose  influenee  and 
action  they  would  extend,  in  the  hope  that  for  whatever  may  be  re- 
jected something  better  will  be  substituted  by  which  the  object  we 
all  have  at  heart  may  be  gained.  And  they  would  finally  advise  thst 
such  parts  or  such  emendations  of  thia^Report  as  shall  be  adopted  by 
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the  Execative  ComiDittee,  or  its  substance,  be  presented  to  the  busi- 
ness meetjngr  of  the  Association  the  next  week,  both  ^that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Association  may  be  informed  of  the  attempt  which,  if  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  next  year  shall  follow  out  these  su^gfes- 
tions,  will  be  made  to  infuse  new  energry  into  its  operations,  and  that 
they  may  haye  tbe  opportunity  of  giving  their  sanction  to  the  methods 
which  are  proposed  for  this  end.  The  advantages  of  such  frankness 
on  the  part  of  the  Execative  Committee,  and  concurrence  on  the  part 
of  the  Association,  are  too  plain  to  need  description. 


<*  Boston,  May  21, 1849. 


»f 
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ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 

COMMONWKALTH    OF    MaSSACHCSETTS. 

In  the  yoar  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven. 

^n  Jlct  to  incorporate  the  American  Unitarian  Assoeiationn 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representativea,  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  fol- 
lows:—  Section  1.  Charles  Briggs,  Samuel  K.  LothYop,  Henry  P. 
Fairbanks,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the  American  Unitarian  Association,  with  all 
the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities,  and 
reatrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Stat- 
utes ;  and  said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal  estate  to  the 
value  of  fifly  thousand  dollars,  to  be  devoted  exclusively  to  the  pro- 
motion of  the  interests  of  moral  and  religious  instruction.  Section  2. 
All  donations,  devises,  and  bequests  of  real  and  personal  estate,  which 
may  heretofore  have  been  made  to  the  American  Unitarian  Associa- 
tion, or  to  the  Executive  Committee  thereof,  shall  be  and  enure  to 
the  use  and  benefit  of  the  corporation  hereby  created,  to  be  appropri- 
ated, however,  to  the  purposes  designated  in  any  such  donation,  de- 
vise, or  bequest.  Section  3.  This  Act  shall  take  eflfect  firom  and  after 
its  passage. 
House  of  Representatives,  March  3d,  1647.    Passed  to  be  enacted 

Ebcit.  Bradbury,  ^eoAer. 
In  Senate,  March  4, 1847.    Passed  to  be  enacted. 

W.  B.  Calhouv,  Prtsidad. 
March  4th,  1847.    Approved. 

Geo.  N.  Briggs. 
Secretary's  Office,  March  5, 1847. 
I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  Act. 

JoHir  G.  Palfrxv, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

BY-LAWS. 

Articlb  1.    The  object  of  the  American  Unitarian  Association 
shall  be  to  diffuse  the  knowledge  and  promote  the  interests  of  pure 
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Christianity  throughout  our  country  ;  and  all  Unitarian  Christians  in 
the  United  States  shall  be  invited  to  unite  and  cooperate  with  it  for 
that  purpose. 

Art.  2.  An  annual  subKription  of  one  dollar  shall  constitute  a 
person  a  member  so  long  as  such  subscription  be  paid,  and  a  subscrip- 
tion of  thirty  dollars  shall  constitute  a  person  a  member  for  life. 

Art.  3.  The  officers  shall  be  a  President,  two  Vice-Presidents,  a 
Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  and  five  Directors,  two  of  whom,  at  least, 
shall  be  laymen.  These  officers  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot,  at  the  an- 
nual meeting,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  or  till  others 
be  chosen  in  their  stead. 

Art.  4.  These  officers  shall  constitute  an  Executive  Committee, 
who  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  each  month,  and  shall  have  charge  of 
all  the  business  and  interests  of  the  Association,  the  direction  of  its 
funds  and  operations,  with  power  to^fill  any  vacancies  that  may  occur 
in  their  number  between  any  two  annual  meetings,  and  to  call  special 
meetings  of  the  corporation  whenever  they  shall  deem  it  necessary  or 
expedient. 

Art.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  keep  a  full  record 
of  the  meetings  of  the  corporation,  and  of  the  Executive  Committee; 
to  conduct  the  correspondence  of  the  Association  and  keep  an  accu- 
rately arranged  file  of  the  same ;  and  in  general  to  perform  such 
services,  to  suggest,  devise,  and  execute,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  such  plans  and  measures,  as  shall,  in  their 
judgment,  tend  to  promote  the  objects  of  the  Association,  increase  its 
usefulness,  and  enlarge  the  sphere  of  its  influence ;  and  his  salary 
shall  be  determined  by  vote  of  the  corporation  at  the  annual  meeting. 

Art.  6.    The  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  shall  be  held  on 
the  Tuesday  before  the  last  Wednesday  in  May,  at  nine  o'clock,  A.M.,. 
at  such  place  in  the  city  of  Boston  as  the  Executive  Committee  may 
appoint,  of  which  due  notice  shall  be  given  by  advertisement  in  two 
or  more  newspapers  published  in  Boston,  at  least  ten  days  previous. 

Art.  7.  Any  amendment  of  these  articles,  proposed  at  one  annual 
meeting,  may  be  adopted  at  the  next,  if  a  majority  of  the  members 
present  vote  in  favor  of  it. 

5* 
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CLERGYMEN  MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE. 

The  following  clergymen  have  been  mnde  members  for  life  of  tbe 
Association,  by  the  donation  of  thirty  dollars  or  more,  principally 
from  ladies  of  their  respective  societies. 


Abbot,  Abiel,  D.  D. 
Adams,  Edwin  G. 
Alden,  Seth 
Alger,  Horatio 
Alger,  William  R. 
Allen,  Joseph,  D.  D. 
Allen,  Joseph  H. 
Allen,  T.  Prentiss 
•Andrews,  William 
Arnold,  Augustus  C.  L. 
Babbidge,  Charles 

*  Bancroft,  Aaron,  D.  D. 
Barrett,  Samuel,  D.  D. 
Barry,  William 
•Bartlett,  John 

*  Bascom,  Ezekicl  L. 
Bates,  Reuben 
Bellows,  Henry  W. 
Bigelow,  Andrew,  D.  D. 

*  Brazer,  John,  D.  D. 
Briggs,  Charles 
Brigham,  Charles  H. 
Brooks,  Charles  ' 
Brooks,  Charles  T. 
Brown,  Addison 
Backingham,  Edgar 
Burnap,  George  W. 
Burton,  Warren 
Chandler,  Seth 

*  Channing,  William  E.,  D.  D. 


Clark,  Amos 
Clarke,  Samuel 
Cole,  Jonathan 
Colman,  Henry 
Coolidge,  James  L  T. 
Cordner,  John 
Crafls,  Eliphalet  P. 
Crosby,  Jaazaniah 
Cunningham,  Francis 
Cutler,  Curtis 

*  Damon,  David,  D.  D. 
Dewey,  Orville,  D.  D. 
Doggett,  Theophilus  P. 

*  Edes,  Edward  H. 
Edes,  Henry,  D.  D. 
Edes,  Henry  F. 
Ellis,  George  E. 
Emmons,  Henry 
Everett,  Oliver  C. 
Farley,  Frederick  A. 
Field,  Joseph,  D.  D. 

*  Flint,  Jacob 
Flint,  James,  D.  D. 
Fosdick,  David 
Foi,  Thomas  B. 
Frost,  Barzillai 

t  Frothingham,  William 
Furness,  William  H.,  D.  D. 
Fpller,  Arthur  B. 
Gage,  Nathaniel 


*  T>eAd. 
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Gannett,  Ezra  S.,  D.  D. 
Gannett,  Thomas  B. 
Gray,  Frederick  T. 
Greene,  William  B. 

•  Greenwood,  F.  W.  P.,  D.  D. 
Hall,  Edward  B.,  D.  D. 
Hall,  Nathaniel 
Hamilton,  Luther 
Harrington,  Joseph 

Hedge,  Frederic  H. 
Hill,  Alonzo 
Hill,  Thomas 
Holland,  Frederic  W. 
Hosmer,  George  W. 
Howe,  Moses 
Huntington,  Frederic  D. 
Huntoon,  Benjamin 
Ingersoll,  George  G.,  p.  D. 
Johnson,  Rufus  A. 
J  add,  Sylvester 
Kendall,  James,  D.  D. 
Lambert,  Henry 
Lamson,  Alvan,  D.  D. 
Lincoln,  Calvin 

•  Little,  Robert 
Livermore,  AbicI  A. 
Livermore,  Leonard  J. 
Loring,  Bailey 
Lothrop,  Samuel  K. 
Lunt,  William  P. 
May,  Samuel,  Jr. 
Merrick,  John  M. 
Miles,  Henry  A. 
Moore,  Josiah 
Morse,  William 
Motte,  Mellish  I. 
Muzzey,  Artemas  B. 
Newell,  Wjlliam 


Nichols,  Ichabod,  D.  D. 
Nightingale,  Crawford 
Noyes,  George  R.,  D.  D. 
Nute,  Ephraim 
Osgood,  Joseph 
Osgood,  Peter 
Osgood,  Samuel 
Palfrey,  John  G.,  D.  D. 

•  Parker,  Nathan,  D.  D. 
Parker,  Theodore 
Parkman,  Francis,  D.  D. 
Parkman,  John 

•  Peabody,  Oliver  W.  B. 

•  Peabody,  William  B.  O.,  D.  D. 
Peabody,  Ephraim,  D.  D. 

•  Phipps,  Harrison  G.  O. 
Pierpont,  John 

Pike,  Richard 
Putnam,  George,  D.  D. 
Reynolds,  Grindall 
Richardson,  Joseph 

•  Ripley,  Ezra,  D,  D. 
Ripley,  George 

•  Ripley,  Samuel 
Robbins,  Chandler 
Robbins,  Samuel  D. 
Robinson,  Charles 

•  Rogers,  TimoJ^y  F. 
Sanger,  Ralph 
Sargent,  John  T. 
Sears,  Edmund  H. 
Sewall,  Charles  C. 
Sewall,  Edmund  Q. 
Shackfbrd,  Charles  C. 
Simmons,  George  F. 
Smith,  Amos 
Smith,  Joseph  C. 
Steams,  Oliver 
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Stebbins,  Rufue  P. 
Stetson,  Caleb 
Stevong,  Daniel  W. 
Stone,  Edwin  M. 

•  Storer,  John  P.  B. 
Sullivan,  Thomas  R. 
Sweet,  John  D. 

*  Swett,  William  G. 
Thayer,  Christopher  T. 

*  Thayer,  Nathaniel,  D.  D. 
Thompson,  James,  D.  D. 
Thompson,  James  W. 
Waite,  Josiah  K. 
Walker,  James,  D.  D 

•  Ware,  Henry,  Jr.,  D.  D. 
Ware,  William 

Weiss,  John 


Wellington,  Charles 

*  Wells,  George  W. 
Wheeler,  A.  D. 
White,  John 
White,  William  H. 

*  Whitman,  Bernard 

*  Whitman,  Jason 
Whitman,  Nathaniel 
Whitney,  Frederic  A. 
Whitwell,  William  A. 
Williams,  George  A. 
Willis,  Martin  W. 
Willson,  Edmund  B. 

*  Withington,  Hiram 
Young,  Alexander,  D.  T>. 
Young,  Joshua 


OTHER   MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE. 


Abbot,  Ezra 
Abbot,  Harris 
Abbot,  Samuel 
Abbott,  Miss  Abigail 
Adams,  Benjamin*T. 
Adams,  James,  Jr. 
Adams,  Philip 
Adams,  Zabdiel  B. 
Alger,  Cyrus 
Alger,  Francis 
Ames,  David  W. 
Ames,  Mrs.  David 
Ames,  Seth 
Andrews,  Ebenezer  T. 


Anthony,  Edward 
Appleton,  Charles  T. 
Appleton,  Francis 
Appleton,  J.  R. 
Appleton,  Nathan 
Appleton,  Samuel 
Aspinwall,  Samuel 
Atherton,  Charles  H. 
Baker,  Henry  F. 
Ball,  S.  S. 

Bancroft,  Mrs.  B.  D. 
Bangs,  Isaiah 
Barker,  Joseph  A. 
Barrett,  Nathaniel  A. 
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Bigelow,  Alanson 
Bigelow,  John 

*  Bird,  John  H. 
Bixby,  Miss  Keziah 
Black,  John 

*  Blake,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Blanchard,  Hezekiah 
Blancbard,  Joshua  P. 
Bliss,  Theodore 

*  Bond,  George 
Bond,  George  W. 

*  Bowditch,  Nathaniel 
Bowen,  Tully  D. 
Bowles,  Samael 
Boyd,  Francis 
Brackett,  Samuel  G. 

*  Bradlee,  Joseph  V. 
Brewster,  Oliver 
Brewster,  William 

*  Brooks,  Peter  C. 
Brown,  Mrs.  Amy  T. 
Bargeas,  Mrs.  A.  E.  P. 
Carew,  Joseph 
Cartwright,  Charles  W. 
Chapin^  Harvey 
Chapman,  Mrs.  Jonathan 
Chapman,  Mrs.  Margaret 

*  Child,  Richards 
Child,  Mrs.  Richards 
Clapp,  Misa  Catharine 

*  Clapp,  Joshua 
Clapp,  Mrs.  Mary 
Clarke,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Cobb,  Elijah 
Coffin,  George  W. 
Coiton,  George 
Cooke,  Mrs.  Mary  F. 

*  Coolidge,  Joseph 


*  Cotton,  John 
Cotton,  Joseph,  Jr. 
Crocker,  George  A. 
Crocker,  James  H. 
Crosby,  William 
Gushing,  T.  P. 
Cushman,  Henry  W. 
Dale,  Samuel  H. 
Dana,  Dexter 

Dan  forth,  Isaac 
Dascomb,  Thomas  R. 
Davis,  Charles  S. 
Davis,  James 
Davis,  James,  Jr. 
Davis,  Joseph 
Davis,  J.  Amory 
Denny,  Daniel 
Dix,  Miss  D. 
Dorr,  John 

*  Dorr,  Samuel 
Draper,  James 
Dwight,  George 
Dwight,  Jonathan 
Dwight,  Mrs.  Mary 
Dwight,  William 
Eager,  William 
Edwarda,  Elisha 

*  Ellis,  David 
Ellis,  Jonathan  Jr. 
Emerson,  George  B. 
Emmons,  John  L. 
Everett,  Miss  Eliza  G. 

*  Everett,  Moses 

*  Everett,  Otis 
Fairbanks,  Henry  P. 
Fairbanks,  Stephen 
Farley,  Mrs.  Frederick  A. 
Fearing,  Albert 
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Fisher,  Joshua 

*  Fitch,  Jeremiah 
Foot,  Homer 
Foster,  Charles  A. 
Foster,  Charles  W. 
Fowie,  C.  S. 
Fowler,  James 
Francis,  Ebenezer 
Frost,  George 
Gardner,  John 
Gardner,  Joha  L. 
Gassett,  Henry 
Gould,  Benjamin  A. 
Gould,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Gould,  Lewis 
Grant,  Moses 

*  Gray,  Harrison 
Gray,  John  C. 

*  Green,  Ezra 
Greene,  Sarah 

*  Hall,  Mrs.  Edward  B. 
Hall,  Jacob 

HaU,  Sarah  B. 
Hallett,  George  W. 
Hammond,  Daniel 

*  Hammond,  Samuel 
Hawes,  Prince 
Heath,  Charles 

*  Hodge,  Barnabas 
Hendeo,  Charles  J. 
Hewes,  Abraham,  J 
Hewett,  H.  N. 
Hickling,  Charles 
Hoar,  Samuel 
Hodges,  George 
Holbrook,  Ann  B. 
Holland,  Mrs.  F.  W. 
Holmes,  Benjamin 


*  Howard,  Abraham 
Howard,  Charles 
Howard,  John 
Howe,  Gilbert  H. 
Howe,  John 
Howe,  Zadock 
Hull,  Henry 
Hunt,  Nathaniel  P. 
Inches,  Henderson 
Inches,  Miss 
Jackson,  Charles 
Jackson,  Francis 
Jarris,  Mrs.  Leonard 
Jemegan,  Mrs.  Mary 
Johnson,  James 

*  Johnson,  Milton 
Jones,  Miss  Charlotte 
Jones,  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Kendall,  Henry  L. 
King,  Daniel  P. 

*  King,  Gedney 
King,  Samuel  B. 
Knight,  William  H. 
Kuhn,  Geofge  H. 
Lamson,  Benjamin 
Lamson,  Mrs.  F.  T. 
Lamson,  John 
Lane,  George 
Lawrence,  Abbott 
Lawrence,  Amos 

*  Lawrence,  Luther 

*  Lawrence,  William 
Lewis,  S.  S. 
Lewis,  Mrs.  S.  S. 
Lincoln,  M.  S. 
Lincoln,  Oliver 
Livermore,  Mrs.  £.  D. 
Livermore,  George 
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Liverraore,  Isaac 
Lombard,  Ammi  C. 
Lombard,  William 
Lord,  George 
Lord,  Ivory 

» 

Lord,  Mrs.  Sarah  C. 
Loring,  Benjamin 
Loring,  J. 

*  Loring,  William  J. 
Low,  A.  A. 

Low,  Francis, 
Low,  John  J. 
Low,  Mrs.  Rachel 
Lowell,  John  A. 
Manley,  Mrs.  Abigail 
Maniey,  John  R. 
Manley,  Miss  Mary 
Manning,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 

*  Marsh,  Ephraim 
Mason,  Earl  P. 

*  May,  Joseph 
May,  Samuel 
Mellen,  Michael 

*  Metcalf,  E.  W. 
Merrill,  George 
Miles,  Mrs.  Henry  A. 
Morgan,  Charles  W. 
Morton,  Ichabod 

*  Munson,  Israel 
Newell,  J.  R. 
Newman,  Henry 
Newman,  Miss  Margaret 
Newman,  Miss  Mary 

*  Nichols,  Charles  C. 
Nichols,  Miss  C.  K. 
Olmsted,  Charles  If. 
Ome,  William  W. 
Osborn,  Kendall 


Osgood,  Isaac 

*  Otis,  Harrison  G. 
Owen,  John 
Parker,  Daniel  P. 
Park  man,  George 

*  Parkman,  Mrs.  Sarah 

*  Parsons,  Thomas 

*  Parsons,  William 
Paine,  Daniel 

*  Peabody,  Joseph 

*  Peabody,  Mrs.  W.  B.  O. 

*  Peele,  Willard 
Perkins,  Francis 
Perkins,  Thomas  H. 
Pettes,  Henry 

*  Phillips,  Mrs.  John 
Phillips,  Jonathan 
Phillips,  Stephen  C. 

*  Pickman,  Dudley  L. 

*  Pickman,  Benjamin  T. 
Pierce,  John  B. 
Pierce,  S. 

Pray,  Lewis  G. 
Preble,  William  P. 
Prentiss,  John 
Prescott,  Oliver 

*  Prescott,  William 
Putnam,  Mrs.  George 
Putnam,  Philemon 
Quincy,  Josiah 
Quincy,  Josiah,  Jr. 
Rantoul,  Robert 
Read,  James 
Rhoades,  Stephen 
Rhodes,  James  T. 
Rice,  Henry 
Richardson,  James  B. 
Roberts,  Amos  M. 


60 


TWENTY-FOURTH   ANNUAL    REPORT. 


348 


Rogers,  John 
Rogers,  John  B. 
Rogers,  John  G. 
Russell,  Nathaniel 
Salisbury  I  Samuel 
Saunders,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Savage,  James 
Sawyer,  Samuel,  2d 
Seaver,  Benjamin 

*  Seaver,  Charles 
Seaver,  George 
Sewall,  Mrs.  Amy  P. 
Sewall,  Daniel 
Shaw,  Francis  G. 
Shaw,  Lemuel 
Shaw,  Robert  G. 
Shaw,  W,  C. 
Shove,  Jonathan 
Smith,  Mrs.  D. 
Smith,  Joseph  M. 
Smith,  Melanctlion 
Southwick,  Philip  R. 
Sprague,  Noah  P. 

*  Stanton,  Francis 
Stearns,  Henry 
Stebbins,  Festus 
Stephens,  Nathan 
St.  John,  Samuel 

*  Stone,  Lowell  M. 

*  Story,  Joseph 

*  Sullivan,  William 
Sweetser,  Samuel 
Swett,  Samuel 

Thayer,  Mrs.  Christopher  T. 
Thayer,  Joseph  II. 

*  Thomson,  John 
Townsend,  Henry  B. 


*  Tucker,  Richard  D. 
Tuckerman,  Gustavus 
Tufts,  Mrs.  Nathan 
Wade,  Eben 
Wales,  Samuel  Jr. 
Wales,  Thomas  B. 
Walker,  Mrs.  L.  L. 

*  Ward,  Artcmad 
.  Ward,  Nahum 

Ware,  John 
Wayne,  James  M. 
Warren,  George  W. 
Weld,  Daniel 
Weld,  John  D. 
Weld,  Mrs.  Martha 
Wells,  Mrs.  Lucia 
West,  Nathaniel 
Wheeler,  I.  S. 
Wheeler,  Jonathan 
White,  Charles 
White,  Daniel  A. 
Whitmarsh,  Samuel 
Whitney,  B.  D. 
.  Whitney,  Jonathan 
Whittemore,  George 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNIVERSARY. 


The  Twenty-Fiflth  Anniversary  of  the  American  Unita« 
rian  Association  was  celebrated  May  28th,  1850. 

The  business-meeting  was  held  in  the  chapel  of  the 
Church  of  the  Saviour,  at  9,  A.  M.,  the  President  in  the 
chair.  Rev.  Nathaniel  Hall  ofiered  prayer.  The  Record 
of  the  last  annual  meeting  was  read.  The  Secretary  then 
read  the  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee,  which  was 
accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  Treasurer's  Re- 
port was  also  accepted,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  J.  H.  Rogers 
and  6.  Merrill  to  be  audited.  Messrs.  Osgood,  Palfrey, 
Bulfinch,  Hawes,  and  Coolidge  were  then  chosen  as  a  com- 
mittee of  nomination,  and  they  reported  the  past  officers 
without  any  chaiige.  Upon  proceeding  to  ballot,  all  the 
former  officers  were  reelected  unanimously,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Secretary ;  upon  a  second  ballot.  Rev.  Calvin 
Lincoln  was  declared  elected,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  was 
passed  to  the  late  Secretary.  The  meetrag  was  then  ad- 
journed to  the  Federal  Street  meeting-house,  at  7,  P.  M. 

At  the  public  meeting,  prayer  was  ofiered  by  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Mountford  of  England,  and  portions  of  the  Report  were 
read  by  the  Secretary.  The  President  then  introduced  to 
the  meeting  Samuel  Greele,  Esq.,  who  spoke  upon  **  the  As- 
sociation, as  an  instrument  of  good  for  the  last  twenty-fiye 
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yean/*  —  Rev.  Samuel  Osgood,  upon  **  the  progreas  of  the- 
ological opinion  and  the  religious  sentiment  among  us  dor- 
ing  this  period,**  —  Hon.  John  G.  Palfrey,  upon  "  the  char* 
acter  of  those  who  have  been  worthy  and  prominent  anoong 
U8,**«— Rev.  H.  W.  Bellows,  upon  **the  contributions  we 
have  made  to  religious  literature,  and  the  influence  we  have 
exerted  on  public  opinion,**  —  Rev.  R.  L.  Carpenter,  of 
England,  upon  **  Unitarianism  abroad  for  the  last  twenty* 
five  years,**  —  and  Rev.  Edward  E.  Hale,  upon  **  the  pres- 
ent as  a  starting-point  for  the  future  in  regard  to  religious 
opinion  and  action,*'  —  after  which  the  usual  hymn  was 
sung,  and  the  crowded  assembly  dispersed,  at  a  late  hoar. 

prbsi dent. 
Rev.  Ezba  S.  Gannett,  D.  D. 

ticb«pbb8idbnt8. 

Rev.  Samitel  K.  Lothbop, 
Hon.  Stephen  Faibbanks. 

bxbcutive  committee. 

Rev.  James  W.  Thompson,  D.  D., 


Isaiah  Bangs,  Esq., 

Hon.  AiiBbbt  Feabinq, 

Rev.  Alonzo  Hill, 

Rev.  Cbables  Bbooxs, 

Henbt  p.  Faibbanks,  Esq.,  T)reatwrer. 

Rev.  Calvin  Lincoln,  Secretary, 


>Direciors, 


At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
Rev.  Charles  Briggs  was  appointed  to  perform  the  duties  of 
Assistant  Secretary. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

Statement  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  Ameri" 
can  Unilarian  Association  from  May  29th^  1649,  to 
May  28th^  1850. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  in  the  Treaaarj,  May  29th,  1849,  as  per  account 

then  rendered,  •       $  1|^10  96 

From  Auxiliary  AssociationB  and  Annual  Sub- 

Bcrfberi,  •  •  •  .  $1,911  15 

"    Societies,  by  Contribution  and  Subscrip- 
tion, ....  6,363  96 
"    Societies  and  IndiTiduals,  for  Churches 

needing  Aid,     ....        476  00 
**    Societies  and  Individuals,  for  Missionary 

Purposes,    ....  265  50 

"    Societies  and  Individuals,  for  Theological 

Education,         ....        515  00 
**    Societies  and  Individuals,  for  the  Circula- 
tion of  Channing's  Works  and  other 
Books  (including  receipts  for  sales),         1,293  95 
•<    Donations,  .  .  .        403  62 

M    Life  Members,  .  .  480  00 

•«    Sales  of  Tracts,      .  .  ^        .  .        118  36 

^    Interest  of  Permanent  Fund,      .        .  769  50 


12,597  04 
f  14,008  00 


EJEPENDITURES. 


For  Printing  and  Binding  Tracts,  .  f  2,017  25 

M    Channing*s  Works  and  other  Books  for  Sale 

and  Distribution,     .  .  .  3,657  35 

<«    Salary  of  General  Secretary,  1,000  00 

<«        «•     •«  Assistant        *«  500  00 

**  Grant  to  Assistant  Secretary,  for  extra  services,  100  00 
•*    Travelling   Expenses   of  Secretaries,  and 

Expenses  and  Compensation  of  Agents,  468  97 
<«    Rent  and  Furniture  for  Office,         .  •        421  36 

^    Incidental  Expenses,  277  43 

$8,442  36 

vol..  XJOU.  —  NO.  272.  1  • 
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Amount  broaght  ibnrardy  •  ^8,448  96 

For  Theological  Edacation,  — 

MaadTille  School,  for  Salary  of  PriBcipaU  .    $500  00 
^  ««        ibr  Education  of  Students,     730  00 


For  Miwionary  Purpotet, — 

To  Elder  Donald  Nichobon,  lor  Sanricee,        900  00 

"  Rev.  William  Siltbee,  «       u                25  00 

*^     **      Peter  Betsch,  u        u               900  00 

<•     «•      J.  Thurston,  u        u                 iq  00 

««      «      Alvin  Cobum,*  a        a                 50  00 

M     **      Herman  Snow,  »        "               100  00 

u      M      Charlei  Brooks,  a        u                 ao  00 

««      «      8.  J.  May,  ••        u                 35  OO 

««     «•      H.  Emmons,  m        u                 25  00 

•«     *«      M.  De  Lange,  u       a                  3  00 

For  Aid  of  Unitarian  Society  in  Rocklbrd,  III.,        200  00 

**       u             u              u  Haraeilles,  Iowa,   100  00 

"        •«              **               "  Washington,  D.C.,  100  00 

•*        •»              •«               "  North*b«rland,Pa.,100  00 

•*        •«              "               "  Vernon,  N.  Y.,       150  00 

44        <c              ««               c<  Troy,        «*              10  00 

<«        «*              ««               ««  Athol,         Mass.,  100  00 

"        ««              "               "  Greenfield,     «      100  00 


1,230  00 


u 


M  «  ««  Montague, 


«<  <«  Chorch  of  the  Pilgrims,  in  Lowell, 

<•  "  Building  a  Church  in  Lawrence, 

M  •«  Unitarian  Society  in  Westboro*, 

u  u  u  u  Southboro', 

•«  "  **  •«  Sudbury, 

"  ••  •*  "         W.  Newton, 

••  •*  ««  •<  Sharon, 

**  **  Railroad  Church  in  Qnincy, 

««  **  Indiana  St  Society  in  Boston, 

*«  •«  Unitarian  Society  in  Thomaston,  Me.,    900  00 
••  "        FeliWlIe,  N.  J.,         50  00 
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900  00 
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40  00 
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60  00 
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50  00 
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150  00 

M 

50  00 
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100  00 

673  00 


U  «4 

'" '      g,qoooo 

12,545  36 
Balance  on  band,  1,4(S  64 

$14,006  00 
Er.  Ex. 

H.  P.  FAIRBANKS,  TVsasvar. 
Bwum,  May  2dik,  1850. 
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The  following  nuns  have  been  appropriated,  bat  not  yet  drawn 
fironi  the  Trearaiy,  riz. :  — 

For  the  Edacation  of  Students  at  MeadTilIe, 
«•     •«  Salary  of  Rev.  Prof.  Folflom  at  Meadville,      . 
<*    Aid  of  Unitarian  Society  at  Tremont,  III., 

^  Lockport,  111., 

^*  Canneltoo,  la., 

*«  Southington,  Ct.,     . 

»*  Brooklyn,  Ct.,     . 

•*  Windaor,  Vt, 

**  Backsport,  Me., 

^  Dennis,  Maaa., 

(2,760  00 

Boston^  June  1,  1850.  The  undersigned  have  examined 
the  foregoing  accounts,  and  find  them  to  be  correi^tly  cast 
and  properly  vouched. 

GbOROS   MerBILL,  \    M    j'M^g 

John  H.  Eooxbs,  i 
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.  50  00 

REPORT  OF  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


As  a  quarter  of  a  ceDtury  in  the  history  of  our  Aasocia- 
tioQ  is  completed  to-day,  it  seems  natural  to  review  our 
course  through  the  years  that  have  closed,  compare  our 
original  promise  with  its  present  fulfilment,  contrast  our 
means  and  efforts  at  the  beginning  with  the  same  at  this 
maturer  period,  estimate  the  extent  of  the  trusts  conferred 
and  our  fidelity  in  their  discharge,  and  draw  forth  admoni- 
tion or  encouragement,  a  word  of  wambg,  of  hope,  or  of 
rebuke,  as  we  may  appear  in  the  calm  review  to  have  been 
true  or  false  to  the  impulse  given  by  such  spirits  as  Chan- 
nmg,  Bancroft,  Ware,  Whitman,  Story,  and  the  friends  now 
remaining  among  us  to  counsel  and  cheer. 

Just  ten  years  afler  the  line  of  separation  began  to  be 
drawn  in  New  England,  and  the  system  of  exclusion  to 
make  itself  felt,  and  at  the  very  moment  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  similar  society  in  England,  the  idea  of  this  Associ- 
ation was  made  public  at  the  Berry  Street  Conference,  May, 
1825,  and  it  was  voted,  unanimously,  that  it  was  expedient 
to  form  a  society  to  be  called  the  American  Unitarian  Asso- 
ciation. This  was  on  the  afternoon  of  Wednesday  of  Anni- 
versary week,  twenty*five  years  ago.  The  next  morning 
an  adjourned  meeting  was  held,  the  constitution  reported  by 
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a  committee  adopted,  and  Rev.  Aaron  Bancrofl,  D.  D., 
elected  President,  Bev.  E.  S.  Gannett^  Secretary,  Rev.  H. 
Ware,  Jr.,  Jamea  Walker,  and  Samuel  Barrett,  Directors, 
L.  Tappan,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  with  nine  Vice-Presidents,  the 
first  upon  the  list  being  Hon.  Joseph  Story.    The  same  offi* 
ceis  continued  from  year  to  year  until  the  illness  of  Mr. 
Ware,  in  1629,  occasioned  a  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Di« 
Tectors,  when  Rev.  Francis  Parkman  succeeded  him.    The 
other  Presidents,  it  may  be  mentioned,  have  been  Rev.  Dr. 
Channing,  who  was  elected  but  declined  serving.  Rev.  Dr. 
Nichols,  Judge  Story,  Rev.  Dr.  Dewey,  and  Dr.  Gannett. 
The  object  of  the  Association  was  sufficiently  set  forth 
in  a  circular  addressed  to  the  several  parish  committees. 
*'  The  American  Unitarian  Association  has  been  established 
from  a  persuasion  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  it  is  ne- 
cessary for  those  who  profess  the  simple  unity  of  Grod  to 
adopt  measures  differing  in  some  respects  from  those  which* 
they  have  hitherto  pursued";  that  is  to  say,  to  make  a 
*^  more  aiystematic  union  and  a  concentration  of  labors  by 
which  interest  may  be  awakened,  confidence  inspired,  and' 
efficiency  produced.    The  want  of  union  among  Christians 
of  our  denomination  is  felt  to  be  a  great  evil  by  those  who 
have  given  attention  to  this  subject    Living  in  an  age  of 
unusual  religious  excitement,  surrounded  by  numerous  sects, 
all  of  which  are  sedulously  employed  in  disseminating  their 
peculiar  tenets,  we  should  be  wanting  in  duty  to  ourselves,, 
and  be  doing  injustice  to  the  doctrines  we  profess,  if  we 
should  allow  them  to  fail  in  exercising  their  due  influence 
for  want  of  a  corresponding  zeal  and  interest    Our  exer* 
tioos  have  not  been  apparent  because  insulated;  and  the 
contributions  of  many  of  our  friends  have  been  thrown^into 
the  treasuries  of  other  denominations,  from  the  want  of  some 
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proper  object  upon  which  they  could  be  bestowed.  We 
feel  confident  that  there  are  among  us  men  of  zeal  and  en- 
orgy,  who  are  both  willing  and  able  to  exert  themselves  in 
the  cause  of  religion  ;  and  that  others  who  are  now  indif* 
ferent  to  the  subject  might  by  sympathy  and  encouragement 
be  excited  to  similar  exertions.  All  that  is  required  is,  that 
they  may  he  brought  together,  and  be  made  acquainted 
with  each  other^s  views  and  feelings ;  that  they  may  be  al- 
lowed to  unite  their  labors  in  one  common  field  and  for  one 
jcommon  end ;  and  thereby  warm  each  other^s  hearts  and 
strengthen  each  other's  hands.  To  produce  this  concert 
among  Unitarians  is  one  of  the  objects  of  the  American 
Unitarian  Association.'* 

This  appeal  was  kindly  but  not  warmly  met  Our 
churches  were  disposed  to  wait  and  see  in  what  spirit  the 
new  society  was  to  be  conducted  before  they  committed 
themselves  to  its  support  Our  pastors  in  some  cases  were 
disinclined  to  associated  action,  from  the  evils  they  had  seen 
connected  with  it,— -the  sectarianism,  bitterness,  tjrranny, 
perversion  of  funds,  and  exaltation  of  opinion  over  morality, 
—  in  other  quarters.  The  first  annual  meeting,  at  Pftntheoo 
Hall,  near  the  Boylston  Market,  was  not  very  fully  attended. 
Only  nine  life-members  were  obtained  the  first  year;  of  the 
sixty*five  annual  subscribers  in  Boston,  forty-three  were 
from  one  church,  then  newly  organized,  whose  pastor  has 
recently  celebrated  the  twenty-fifth  anniversaiy  of  his  set- 
tlement Only  two  hundred  dollan  were  appropriated  to 
missions,  half  of  it  to  the  Rev.  James  Kay,  of  Northumber- 
land, and  the  other  half  to  the  neighbouring  society  at  the 
capital  of  Pennsylvania.  Nearly  two  hundred  dollars  were 
invested  in  tracts,  two  thousand  sometimes  constituting  the 
edition.    The  receipts  in  round  numbers  were  thirteen  hun- 
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dred  dollan,  and  the  expenditures  less  than  half  that  sum, 
or  five  hundred  sixty-two  dollars  and  seventy-four  cents. 

From  the  undecided  feeling  of  the  religious  public  to- 
wards the  experiment,  the  inexperience  of  its  conductors 
as  to  the  best  field  of  effort,  and  the  lack  of  extensive 
correspondence  or  acquaintance  with  the  country  at  large, 
the  first  Report  had  more  the  tone  of  inquiry  and  hope,  than 
of  distinct  purpose  and  determined  plan«  Neither  the  num* 
ber  of  Liberal  Christians  was  at  all  known,  nor  the  compara- 
tive wants  of  different  places,  nor  the  facilities  for  action, 
nor  the  attitude  of  other  religious  bodies  towards  our  own, 
nor  the  possibility  of  harmonious  effort  among  ourselves. 

Yet  two  significant  hints  are  given  in  the  earliest  printed 
document  laid  before  the  Association  at  its  anniversary ;  — 
one,  of  the  existence  of  the  Christian  Connection,  concern- 
ing whom  Rev.  M.  6.  Thomas  was  then  engaged  in  obtain- 
ing intelligence ;  —  the  other,  of  the  necessity  of  a  Ministry 
to  the  Poor  in  large  cities,  which  afterwards,  in  the  hands  of 
Messrs.  Tuckerman  and  Barnard,  was  aided  by  more  than 
six  thousand  dollars  from  our  funds. 

An  encouraging  circumstance,  to  which  we  have  alluded, 
met  the  efibrt  at  its  very  birth.  Without  any  concert,  and 
in  entire  ignorance  of  each  other's  motions,  a  like  Associa- 
tion was  formed  in  England  on  the  same  day,  for  the  same 
end,  bearing  the  broader  title  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Unitarian  Association,  and  encountered  by  the  same  doubt, 
indifference,  and  half-aivowed  dread,  which  so  much  ob- 
structed our  way. 

Gradually,  a  valuable,  extended,  instructive,  and  constant- 
ly increasing  correspondence  sprang  up.  Unitarian  societies 
and  scattered  brethren  of  the  like  faith  became  aware  of 
each  other's  existence,  the  desire  for  union  and  effort  which 
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really  originated  our  society  was  quickened,  ezteaded,  and 
deepened  by  its  eziatence,  and  the  power  of  dinociadog 
influences  began  reluctantly  to  give  way,  an  increased  zeal 
for  pure  and  undefiled  religion  was  promoted,  and  another 
part  of  the  body  of  Christ  prepared  to  show  the  vitality 
necessary  to  continuance  as  well  as  to  growth.  At  the  first 
annual  meeting,  Judge  Stoiy,  Hon«  Leverett  SaltoDStall, 
Rev.  Dr.  Nichols,  Rev.  Henry  Coiman,— ^  men  not  to  be  sub* 
pooled  of  a  sectarian  spirit,  not  tainted  with  a  narrow  aim,  — 
addresBod  the  assembly  in  earnest  advocacy  of  the  Aaso- 
oiation.  The  formation  of  auxiliaries  was  strongly  recckm- 
mended,—- the  hope  of  issuing  tracts  semi-monthly  was  in« 
dulged.  Mr.  Thomas  reported  in  favor  of  establishing  a 
church  at  Cincinnati,  containing  then  but  fifteen  thousand  in- 
habitants. It  was  plainly  a  day  of  preparation  and  promise. 
The  beginning,  whenever  made^  required  to  be  made  just 
so.  The  fust  period  of  our  history  was  necessarily  Protec- 
tant, controversial,  doctrinal,  defensive,  wearing  a  negative 
as  much  as  a  positive  fiice.  Not  that  this  was  desired  by 
the  gifted  minds  who  gave  this  impulse,  nor  designed  by  any 
as  the  fixed  position  of  the  Libeml  churches  of  New  Eng- 
land. Finding  their  most  sacred  rights  rudely  assailed, 
their  spiritual  freedom  endangered,  bitter  prejudices  excited 
against  what  they  believed  truth,  and  the  best  of  men  wound- 
ed in  the  tenderest  part,  they  were  obliged  to  stand  up 
manfully  for  **the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints.*^ 
Dr.  Channing^s  remarks  at  the  fourth  anniversary  indicate 
the  state  of  things,  when  he  declared,  that  ^^  great  firmness 
was  necessary  in  bearing  testimony  to  Unitarian  Christiaii- 
ity,  was  due  to  the  cause  of  religion  and  intellectual  fine* 
dom.  With  this  cause  Uoitarianism  was  closely  coonectod. 
It  was  a  system  hallowed  and  pervaded  by  the  spirit  of  in* 
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quiry.  Through  this  it  had  been  restored,  afler  a  long  night, 
to  the  world,  and  to  this  it  was  devoted.  Other  denomina- 
tions had  the  name,  among  Unitarians  it  was  a  reality.  Most 
Protestant  sects  were  aiming  to  precipitate  creeds  framed 
in  the  darkness  of  the  sixteenth  century,  if  not  in  darker 
ages,  —  to  stop  the  human  mind  where  it  is,  to  arrest  its 
upward  and  forward  movements.  Among  Unitarians  there 
was  an  earnest  desire  Yor  clearer  light,  a  striving  for  wider 
and  nobler  views.  Freedom  and  progress  were  their 
watchwords.  The  attempts  to  suppress  Unitarianism  were 
of  a  character  which  the  friends  of  Christian  and  intellec- 
tual freedom  ought  to  abhor  and  must  withstand.  No  doc- 
trine, true  or  false,  should  be  suppressed  by  tyrannical 
means ;  such  means,  unhappily,  are  combined  against  Uni- 
tarianism. There  is  a  coalition  extending  far  and*  wide  to 
put  it  down,  —  to  put  down  an  opinion  by  joint  clamor,  by 
joint  wealth,  by  joint  appeals  to  the  passions  of  the  ignorant, 
by  exciting  an  odium  which  might  prejudice  the  dearest  in- 
terests of  its  advocates  by  overwhelming  them  with  a  tor- 
rent of  public  scorn.  No  matter  in  this  view  whether  Uni- 
tarianism be  true  or  false.  It  must  not  and  it  shall  not  be 
put  down  in  this  way/' 

And  this  Association  was  a  prominent  instrument  in  pre- 
venting the  extinction  of  light,  the  overthrow  of  freedom. 
Its  tracts  were  issued  by  thousands  at  a  time  on  such  sub- 
jects as  "  Causes  of  the  Progress  of  Liberal  Christianity," 
"Unitarianism  Vindicated,"  "Tests  of  True  Religion," 
"The  Exclusive  System";  they  were  circulated  from 
Maine  to  Georgia  by  faithful  agencies ;  a  small,  as  well  as 
a  large,  series  was  put  forth  ;  about  three  hundred  dollars' 
worth  were  ordered  at  one  time  in  England  ;  one  was  even 
translated  into  a  native  dialect  of  India :  and  the  same  diffi- 
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culty  was  experienced  Dien  as  now,  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
original  essays  adapted  to  our  immediate  wants, —  the  same 
promise  was  given  of  a  hiograpbical  series,  which  we  have 
never  commenced  upon  till  this  year,  —  the  same  hope  was 
entertained  then  as  now  of  devoting  our  energies  to  the 
issue  of  earnest  addresses  on  spiritual  religion.  • 

This  was  the  earliest  period  of  the  Association,  —  a  pe« 
xiod  not  wholly  past,  —  not  everywhere  forgotten.  For  as 
long  as  there  is  prejudice  to  be  encountered,  and  bigotry  to 
be  enlightened,  a  rancorous  hostility  to  be  surmounted,  and 
a  deep«seated  dread  to  be  removed,  there  must  be  doctrimal 
discussion, —  the  vindication  of  truth  against  error,  the 
struggle,  oflen  severe  and  doubtful,  of  light  with  darknen. 
Such  persons  as  expressed  anmzement  because  our  earliest 
preacher  at  Louisville  used  a  Bible,  or  at  Baltimore  won- 
dered that  Unitarians  professed  to  believe  in  a  Grod,  require 
enlightenment,  the  generous  and  conciliating  exhibition  of 
what  we  believe,  the  faithful  and  fearless  statement  of  what 
neither  Christ  nor  conscience  permits  us  to  believe.  In  re- 
viewing this  period  of  discussion  and  inquiry,  none  will 
presume  to  say  that  our  Association  failed  of  advancing  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  instituted.  With  sadly  limited 
funds,  and  only  the  occasional  services  of  busily  occupied 
clergymen,  with  few  missionary  stations  and  almost  no  mis- 
sionaries, with  a  chilling  prejudice  and  an  unrelenting  oppo- 
sition to  encounter,  through  its  influence  and  that  of  the 
quickened  spirits  working  with,  us  in  every  walk  of  life,  the 
neglected  but  fundamental  doctrine  of  the  Divine  Unity  was 
vindicated,  the  love  of  Grod  freed  from  the  darkening  shad- 
ow of  creeds,  man^s  capacity,  duty,  and  destiny  established 
on  the  ground  of  Scripture  and  reason,  and  the  more  gen- 
eral truths  of  our  religion  impressively  set  forth  ^  new  so- 
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cieties  started  up,  more  rapidly  than  it  was  possible  to  sup* 
ply  them  with  preachers ;  the  Diviuity  School  increased  its 
list  of  students  in  1830  to  forty-five ;  and  more  than  one 
friend,  like  the  late  George  Bond,  whom  we  can  never  name 
without  honor,  confessed  that,  having  opposed  the  institution 
at  the  first,  they  were  now  satisfied  of  its  efficacy.  During 
the  first  ten  years  about  thirteen  tracts  were  issued  annually, 
making  in  some  of  the  best  years  a  total  of  127,000  copies 
in  twelve  months;  of  which  over  eight  hundred  dollars' 
worth  were  sometimes  sold  in  the  year,  and  not  in  New 
England  alone. 

The  creation  of  a  very  efficient  auxiliary  in  the  year 
1827  must  not  be  passed  over  in  silence.  The  young  men 
of  the  city  united  in  a  **  Christian  Book  and  Pamphlet  Soci* 
ety,**  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  gratuitously  the  publi* 
cations  of  this  Association,  such  devotional  and  practical 
books  as  could  be  obtained  at  a  very  reduced  rate,  pam- 
phlets, journals,  and  hymn-books,  contributed  by  generous 
friends  for  the  South  and  West  This  well-directed  effi>rt 
has  never  been  abandoned,  though  it  has  sometimes  Ian* 
guished  for  lack  of  means ;  during  the  last  nine  years  it  has 
circulated  over  eighty-three  thousand  pamphlets  and  forty- 
five  hundred  books,  making  about  ten  thousand  separate 
publications  distributed  per  year, — or  two  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  for  the  whole  period  of  its  existence. 

Other  excellent  institutions  followed  in  the  wake  of  our 
organization,  and  were  somewhat  prompted  by  it.  In  April, 
1827,  the  superintendentB  and  teachers  of  the  Boston  Sun- 
day School,  with  other  persons  friendly  to  the  cause,  with 
the  view  of  mutual  encouragement  and  greater  efficiency, 
united  themselves  under  the  name  of  the  Sunday  School  So- 
ciety.   The  first  year  it  connected  with  itself  thirty  schools 
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out  of  the  city ;  in  1829,  fifty-eight  schools,  twenty-four  of 
which  commenced  in  the  spring  of  that  year.  These  fiAy« 
eight  schools  reported  5,885  children  and  890  teachers,  Enak« 
iog  with  the  schools  in  Boston,  in  December,  1829,  a  total 
of  6,809  pupils,  and  1,122  teachers.  In  all  but  five  of  these 
there  were  libraries,  ranging  from  one  hundred  to  eight  hun* 
dred  volumes,  making  in  the  whole  eleven  thousand  Sunday- 
school  books.  In  1835,  135  schools  reported  themselves  to 
the  Society,  containing  2,338  teachers,  and  13,795  pupils. 
The  united  amount  of  books  in  their  libraiies  was  31,661. 
Within  the  last  ten  years,  the  number  of  scholars  has 
doubled,  and  the  libraries  more  than  doubled. 

In  the  August  after  our  first  anniversary.  Divinity  Hall 
at  Cambridge  was  dedicated ;  about  the  same  date  the  Pur^ 
chase  Street  church  was  commenced,  preparations  were 
made  for  the  one  now  worshipping  under  Rev.  F.  D.  Hun- 
tington, the  Baltimore  society  recovered  from  serious  embar- 
rassment, the  second  church  in  New  York  was  dedicated, 
^^The  Liberal  Preacher^'  was  announced,  and  Dr.  Tucker- 
man^s  ministry  was  introduced  among  the  poor  of  the  city. 

All  the  while,  in  the  midst  of  this  frame  of  sound  doctrine 
a  heart  of  love  was  beating,  an  interest  in  humanity,  in  the 
tempted  and  fallen,  the  neglected  and  oppressed,  yearning 
to  utter  itself  in  significant  deeds.  And  in  the  Ministry  at 
Large  the  Association  found  a  worthy  agency,  in  Joseph 
Tuckerman  a  worthy  agent.  The  November  of  1826  be- 
gan a  connection  of  this  work  with  our  Association  which 
lasted  for  eight  years.  The  first  Report  of  his  mission  was 
issued  with  their  Second  Annual  Report ;  the  next  were  is- 
sued by  us  as  distinct  pamphlets,  and  as  such  have  nearly 
disappeared ;  for  the  four  latter  years  of  the  union,  they  took 
their  place  in  our  series  as  monthly  tracts ;  until,  more   la- 
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borers  entering  into  the  fields  and  the  labor  winning  contin- 
ually more  of  the  favor  of  the  community,  it  became  neces- 
sary to  sustain  it  upon  a  basis  of  its  own ;  and  the  Fraternity 
of  Churches,  in  1634,  succeeded  to  the  charge  which  had 
been  intrusted  to  this  Association  during  the  weakness  of 
tts  own  infancy.  As  a  notice  of  the  founder  of  this  mis- 
sion,  similar  to  those  of  Worcester,  Greenwood,  Channing, 
and  the  Wares,  has  not  been  taken  in  our  publications, 
we  may  well  pause  a  moment  to  refresh  ourselves  by  the 
recollection  of  a  most  single-minded  and  self-sacrificing 
philanthropist.  It  was  in  the  exhaustion  produced  by 
years  of  teaching  that  the  American  missionary  to  prisons 
began  her  remarkable  labors  among  the  criminal  and  the 
insane ;  it  was  when  failing  health  obliged  him  to  relinquish 
a  mutually  attached  church,  that  Tuckerman,  quickened  by 
the  entire  sympathy  and  cheered  by  the  zealous  cooperation 
of  William  EUery  Channing,  offered  the  Gospel  without 
money  and  without  price  to  the  poor  of  a  crowded  city,  be- 
coming to  them,  irrespectively  of  creed,  color,  place  of  wor- 
ship, age,  sex,  or  nation,  not  only  the  spiritual  guide  and 
Christian  comforter,  but  the  temporal  adviser  and  charitable 
almoner  whom  they  needed  less,  yet  were  more  ready  to 
welcome.  The  whole  character  of  the  missionary  charac- 
terizes his  mission.  His  object  was  not  to  set  at  work  a 
new  engine  of  mere  alms-giving,  nqr  to  impart  our  peculiar 
theology  to  the  less  intelligent  members  of  the  community, 
nor  to  gather  into  distinct  congregations  those  whom  pov- 
erty prevented  from  contributing  to  the  support  of  worship, 
and  inferiority  of  attire  disabled  from  entering  existing 
ehurches;  —  it  was  to  act  out  the  brotherhood  of  man,  to 
break  down  the  partition-walls  of  rank,  to  open  wide  the 
gates  of  Christian  sympathy,  that  rich  and  poor,  cultivated 
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and  ignorant,  prosperous  and  wretched,  hopeful  and  de- 
sponding, should  become  helpers  one  of  another;  that  the 
one  should  understand,  feel,  relieve,  prevent,  the  suflferings 
and  temptations  of  the  other ;  that  good  fortune  should  find  in 
misfortune  a  call  of  God  and  Christ  to  effort,  and  that  pov* 
erty  should  recognize  in  wealth  a  friend  instead  of  an  op- 
pressor, ready,  in  the  spirit  of  the  good  Samaritan,  to  cheer, 
and  counsel,  and  comfort,  and  save.  This  appears  from  some 
of  Dr.  Channing's  letters  to  have  been  hu  idea  of  our  pecu* 
liar  mission ;  this  was  the  key-note  of  Dr.  Tuckerman^s  life. 
He  bad  once  intended  to  offer  himself  as  a  missionary  to  the 
heathen ;  at  another,  the  forlorn  condition  of  the  seamen 
enlisted  his  efforts ;  but  as  he  became  absorbed  in  the  city 
mission,  his  soul  grew  from  day  to  day,  his  preaching  be« 
came  eloquent,  his  conversation  impressive,  his  daily  life 
remarkable,  his  spirit  fervent  as  an  apostle^s,  generous  as  a 
martyr^s.  From  the  moment  he  began  thus  to  ^'  remember 
the  forgotten,'^  as  his  ministry  was  beautifully  described, 
there  was  nothing  else  before  his  eyes,  nothing  else  on  his 
tongue,  but  how  to  save  these  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Is- 
rael. He  did  not  seek  fame,  but  it  sought  him  in  his  lowly 
walks  of  mercy ;  he  did  not  ask  to  be  remembered,  but  not 
only  will  the  grateful  hearts  of  those  to  whom  he  was- a  mia* 
istering  spirit  ever  cherish  his  name,  —  an  institution  will 
remain,  which  Judge  Story  pronounced  "  one  of  the  most 
glorious  triumphs  of  Christianity  over  the  reluctant  doubts  of 
public  opinion.'^  Dr.  Tuckerman's  interest  in  his  work  ao 
far  exceeded  his  strength,  was  so  evidently  costing  him  his 
life,  that  he  was  indeed  a  sacrifice  to  the  cause.  Though 
always  slender,  he  could  not  stint  himself  to  that  amount  of 
labor  which  his  feeble  frame  would  endure ;  warned  again 
and  again  by  friends  and  physicians,  he  could  not  be  satis- 
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fied  to  retire  from  any  possible  service  to  humanity ;  and  he 
went  on  in  a  martyr's  spirit  to  over-fatigue,  increasing  debil> 
ity,  premature  old  age,  utter  prostration,  and  a  painful,  yet 
triumphant  death.  Like  every  other  true  Christian  work, 
his  mission  grew  upon  him,  and  has  ever  continued  to  grow, 
making  one  cheering  fact  amidst  our  increasing  social  expos- 
ure, breathing  the  noble  conception  of  a  thorough  evangeli- 
zation of  society,  weaving  together  anew  the  warp  and  woof 
of  city  humanity,  bringing  the  energetic  to  inspire  the  de- 
pressed, the  fortunate  to  cheer  the  heart-stricken,  the  wise 
to  enlighten  the  foolish,  and  all  together  to  befriend  the 
stranger,  shield  the  young,  succour  the  tempted,  raise  the 
fallen. 

It  may  be  a  question,  wkUh  received  the  more  from  the 
union, — whether  the  success  secured  by  our  steadfast  sup- 
port of  ihe  novel  enterprise,  endangered  at  first  by  the  fre- 
quent illnees  of  Dr.  T.  and  the  general  misapprehension  of 
his  purpose,  was  a  greater  favor  conferred,  than  the  bless- 
ing enjoyed  by  ourselves  in  the  philanthropic  spirit  shed 
through  the  Association, — the  fame  fairly  won  by  its  sue* 
cess, — the  lead  which  it  took  Of  other  like  efibrts  in  other 
denominations  and  other  lands,*— the  demonstration  made 
before  the  world  of  a  disinterested,  unseetarian,  philanthrop- 
io  spirit  in  an  Association  apparently  narrow  and  limited. 

Not  the  least  interesting  news  which  cheers  us  from 
abroad  is  the  constant  increase  of  this  ministry  among  our 
brethren  in  England.  The  very  year  aAer  Dr,  Tucker- 
man's  visit  to  the  mother  country,  the  Unitarians  of  London 
formed  the  Domestic  Mission  of  that  city,  the  beginning  of 
many  similar  enterprises  among  Protestants  of  every  name. 
The  number  of  laborers  in  this  field  among  our  English 
brethren  at  present  is  ten,  two  of  them  being  stationed  in 
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London,  two  in  Birmingham,  and  one  each  at  Bristol,  Hali* 
fax,  Leeds,  Manchester,  and  LtyerpooL  In  the  last-named 
city  the  labor  seems  peculiarly  severe,  and  even  periloua. 
The  late  Mr.  Johns  fell  a  sacrifice  to  his  humanity  there ;  a 
dead  body  required  to  be  carried  forth  from  among  the 
crowded  living  to  interment ;  and,  no  one  else  being  willing 
to  encounter  the  peril  of  removing  a  mass  of  pestilence,  the 
Protestant  and  CSatholie  missionaries  united  in  the  task,  and 
paid  the  penalty  of  philanthropy  with  their  lives. 

The  Report  of  1882  gives  striking  evidence  of  the  in- 
crease of  the  Association.  In  the  beginning  a  salaried  offi- 
cer, devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  body,  was  not  thoogfat  of. 
There  were  no  means  to  sustain,  and  little  work  to  occupy, 
an  exclusive  agent  of  the  society :  jealousy  prevented  many 
parishes  from  accepting  the  visits  of  such  an  official ;  there 
were  but  a  score  or  two  of  Auxiliaries  to  be  addressed ;  the 
correspondence  was  hardly  a  hundredth  part  of  the  present ; 
except  for  this  city,  regular  missionaries  could  not  be  had ; 
and  the  limited  ciroulation  of  tracts  went  on  chiefly  thiough 
a  few  booksellers  here  and  abroad.  The  Seventh  Annual 
Report  declares  that  **•  the  Association  is  not  accomplishing 
the  good  it  might  and  ought ;  that  feeble  societies  need  vis- 
itB  of  sympathy  and  encouragement,  our  views  require  able 
exposition  in  new  places,  our  operations  demand  more  sys- 
tem, comprehensiveness,  and  energy.*' 

There  was  a  general  concurrence  of  sentiment  r^arding 
the  next  important  step  of  advance ;  all  agreed  that  the  As- 
sociation, having  shown  itself  free  from  the  besetting  sins  of 
ecclesiastical  organizations,  should  be  permitted  to  go  to 
work  in  earnest  through  an  agent  devoted  to  its  service. 
Meeting  after  meeting  was  held  to  procure  funds  for  the 
support  of  this  officer ;  the  young  men  of  Boston  cootribated 
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about  two  thousand  dollars ;  one  of  the  youngest  churches  in 
the  city  gave  more  than  this  amount ;  a  generous  merchant 
in  Salem  sent  five  hundred  dollars.  The  Rev.  E.  S.  6an« 
nett  was  unanimously  elected  Secretary.  Rev.  C.  C.  Sewall 
was  the  next  choice,  Rev.  Bernard  Whitman  the  third ;  and 
theses  declining.  Rev.  Jason  Whitman  was  induced  to  be- 
come the  General  Secretary,  but  resigned  the  situation  the 
following  year  for  one  more  congenial  to  his  health  and 
taste,  as  pastor  of  a  new  society  at  Portland.  Rev.  Charles 
Briggs  was  chosen  his  successor,  and  has  continued  his  con- 
nection with  the  Association  to  this  hour.  Mr.  Whitman  ad- 
dressed but  thirty  parishes  in  behalf  of  our  cause ;  he  formed 
five  Auxiliaries  and  revived  three ;  his  labors  were  confined 
to  this  part  of  New  England,  and  were  relinquished  because 
neither  the  work  was  so  encouraging  nor  the  field  so  open 
as  he  had  reason  to  expect.  The  labors  of  his  successor 
have  covered  over  all  the  maturer  and  more  useful  years  of 
the  Association,  have  led  the  institution  forward  to  high 
ground  as  a  missionary  body,  by  unfailing  patience  have 
prevailed  over  every  discouragement,  by  inexhaustible  hope 
have  surmounted  serious  obstacles,  by  the  most  persuasive 
gentleness  have  conciliated  opposition,  —  and  have  done, 
perhaps,  as  much  as  could  be  asked  of  sound  judgment, 
knowledge  of  mankind,  and  devotion  to  the  cause,  with  the 
drawback  of  a  slender  and  failing  frame. 

In  1845  it  was  determined  to  create  a  new  office,  that  of 
Travelling  Agent,  with  a  salary  of  a  thousand  dollars,  to 
visit  the  societies  generally,  awaken  more  interest  in  mis- 
sionary efibrt,  revive  drooping  churches,  and  raise  more 
funds  for  the  Association ;  and  Mr.  George  G.  Channing  en* 
tared  upon  this  office,  obtained  valuable  intelligence,  recov- 
ered several  decayed  congregations,  enlarged  our  finances. 
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and  imparted  much  of  his  energy  to  the  places  which  he 
ited.  At  the  annirersary  of  1847,  however,  Rev.  W.  G.  El* 
iot  was  elected  General  Secretary,  the  salary  fixed  at  two 
thousand  dollars,  and  the  office  of  Travelling  Agent  was 
continued ;  but  after  a  lapse  of  some  months,  owing  to 
ahsence  from  the  country,  the  office  was  declined  by  him, 
and  Rev.  F.  W.  Holland  was  appointed  Secretary,  and  Rev. 
C.  Briggs,  Assistant,  from  the  first  of  January,  1848,  with  a 
salary  for  the  united  offices  of  only  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 
As  the  Association  enlarged  its  work  and  was  obliged  to  as* 
sume  greater  responsibilities,  it  became  necessary  to  place  it 
upon  a  firmer  footing  by  an  act  of  incorporaUon.  And  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  having  granted  the  power  to 
^  hold  real  and  personal  estate  to  the  value  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars,'*  and  provided  that  **  all  donations,  devises,  and  be* 
quests  of  real  and  personal  estate  *'  to  us  ^'  shall  enure  to  the 
use  and  benefit  of  the  corporation  hereby  created,**  the  act 
was  unanimously  adopted  at  a  legal  meeting  held  in  the 
chapel  of  the  Church  of  the  Saviour,  on  June  3d,  1847,  and 
suitable  By-laws  were  also  passed.  The  third  and  fourth  of 
these  laws  made  an  essential  change  in  the  Association  as  a 
working  instrument.  Instead  of  a  President,  who  was  mere- 
ly an  honorary  officer,  and  fifteen  Vice-Presidents,  some  of 
whom  resided  at  a  great  distance,  the  Premdent,  with  two 
Vice-Presidents,  was  to  make  part  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, and  attend  its  business-meetings,  —  which  have  oc- 
curred this  year  nearly  every  fortnight.  By  this  change  a 
new  energy  has  been  imparted  to  our  efforts,  a  higher  mo- 
ment to  OUT  deliberations.  The  sanction  of  the  Board  to  any 
act  or  plan  has  not  expressed  merely  the  opinion  of  three  or 
more  Directors ;  it  comes  before  our  public  under  the  au- 
thority and  with  the  approbation  of  the  higher  officers  of  the 
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Corporation,  and  is  recommended  by  their  judgment  and  ex- 
perience. 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  Report  presented  the  first  tidings 
of  the  Meadville  School,  and  the  next  year  (1845)  gave  the 
guarantee  by  our  Association  of  the  salary  of  its  Principal, 
and  circulated  extensively  the  programme  of  the  institution. 
H.  J.  Huidekoper,  Esq.,  purchased  a  vacant  Presbyterian 
church,  and  adapted  it  to  the  wants  of  theological  classes 
by  forming  a  chapel,  lecture-rooms,  and  library ;  his  son,  a 
graduate  of  the  Cambridge  Divinity  School,  freely  devoted 
to  it  his  whole  time ;  Bev.  Messrs.  Hosmer  and  Millard  en- 
gaged to  give  each  a  course  of  lectures  during  the  summer; 
and  a  New  England  pastor,  of  remarkable  energy,  adapted- 
ness,  and  love  of  labor,  was  induced,  by  the  pledged  support  . 
of  the  Association,  to  crown  the  enterprise  with  success  by 
becoming  its  responsible  leader,  its  prompting  and  pervading 
spirit  The  first  class  numbered  nine,  less  than  half  of 
whom  were  of  our  own  body,  and  some  of  whom  had  al- 
ready been  preachers  of  the  Word.  It  soon  appeared,  that,  - 
although  a  sufficient  library  had  been  gathered  by  the  ener- 
gy of  Rev.  P.  Huidekoper,  and  the  Christian  Connection 
seemed  willing  to  furnish  men  to  this  free  institution,  there 
was  urgent  need  of  beneficiary  assistance ;  and  several  of 
our  churches  came  forward  to  assist  individuals  of  whom 
they  obtained  knowledge  through  the  Association.  We 
were  then  called  upon  to  assist  in  rendering  this  noble  char- 
ity efiective,  by  becoming  responsible  for  the  support  of  such 
students  as  could  not  otherwise  remain  at  the  School.  And 
to  this  appeal,  as  to  every  previous  one,  a  prompt  and  gen- 
erous answer  was  returned.  With  the  sympathy  thus  ex- 
pressed by  the  Association,  this  institution  has  continued  to 
increase  in  numbers,  reputation,  ability,  and  influence.    Last  * 
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summer,  Rev.  N.  S.  Folsom  went  out  to  take  charge  of  the 
Meadville  church,  thus  relieving  Prof.  Stehbins  of  part  of  hia 
duties,  —  and  to  teach  New  Testament  hermeneutics  in  the 
Theological  School,  thus  relieving  Prof.  Huidekoper  of  part 
of  his  burden.  During  the  last  year  the  Association  has  far 
exceeded  its  former  bounty  to  this  School  of  the  prophets. 
It  has  obtained  from  Portland  friends  enough  to  complete 
Prof.  Folsom^s  salary,  with  the  two  hundred  dollars  sub* 
scribed  by  clergymen,  chiefly  of  this  city.  It  has  supplied 
fifty  dollars  to  every  student  needing  such  assistance,  and 
larger  sums  in  certain  cases  requiring  unusual  help.  It  of- 
fers for  the  next  year  to  aid  thirty  young  men^vsUh^y  dol^ 
lars  eachy  and  still  a  larger  number,  if  more  present  them* 
selves  desiring  our  help  in  their  preparation  for  a  missionary 
ministry.  Already  a  number  have  arrived  at  Meadville  to 
form  a  new  class,  and  the  prospects  are  so  encouraging  for 
the  future,  that  it  is  proposed  to  erect  a  building  like  Divinity 
Hall  at  Cambridge  for  the  better  accommodation  of  the  sta^ 
dents. 

Having  spoken  of  the  first  or  controvergial  period  of  oar 
history,  and  next  of  the  philanthropies  it  remains  to  notice 
a  third  manifestation,  the  spiritual  and  devotionaly — that 
which  does  not  so  much  battle  for  opinion,  nor  war  upon 
80ciarabuses,'as  reveal  the  inner  heart  of  our  faith,  breathe 
forth  our  Master^s  spirit  afresh,  look  to  Grod  in  love  as  well 
as  obedience,  and  walk  with  man,  not  as  a  teacher  or  bene- 
factor so  much  as  a  fellow*immortal,  seeking  the  same 
heaven,  preparing  to  meet  the  same  Judge.  Eight  years 
ago  this  change  was  predicted.  Many  of  the  favorite  writ* 
ings  of  Henry  Ware,  Jr.,  his  chief  pulpit  efibrts,  and  his  vast 
personal  influence,  were  given  to  lead  our  churches  on  from 
the  truth  to  the  life  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  from  the  theory  to  the 
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Spirit  of  a  loving  faith  and  a  prayerful  self-consecration; 
and  many  othera  labored  with  him,  and  are  yet  laboring,  not 
in  imitation  of  any  other  bodies  of  believers,  but  in  hearty 
sympathy  with  the  primitive  Church,  and  a  hope  to  share  its 
seeal  as  well  as  its  truths.  It  was  the  same  leaven  which 
worked  in  us  from  the  .first,  that,  last  wmter  and  the  winter 
before,  moved  the  Association  to  institute  conference  and 
prayer  meetings  in  this  city,  and  by  its  influence  encourage 
and  animate  other  places  to  the  same  gatherings  of  fervent 
hearts  for  mutual  counsel,  sympathy,  and  prayer.  There 
was  nothing  forced,  imitated,  inconsistent  with  any  avowed 
opinion  or  the  general  order  of  our  congregations,  in  this 
movement.  The  delightful  evening  meetings  upon  fourteen 
successive  Sundays  of  the  previous  year,  and  upon  several 
Wednesday  evenings  of  this,  were  craved  by  a  portion  of  our 
people,  and  contributed  to  the  refreshment  and  extension  of 
our  churches.  This  season  the  meetings  had  less  promi- 
nence in  consequence  of  the  Sunday  evenings  being  occu- 
pied by  fourteen  lectures,  prompted  by  the  last  winter  Con- 
ferences, on  the  Belations  of  Christian  Doctrine  to  Personal 
lUsligion,  delivered  on  successive  Sunday  evenings  in  the 
Chorch  of  the  Saviour,  in  Bedford  Street.  The  introductory 
was  by  Rev.  E.  S.  Gannett,  upon  the  Importance  of  Opin- 
ions as  the  basis  of  a  religious  life.  The  2d,  by  Rev.  E. 
Peabody,  on  God, ^- his  holiness,  sovereignty,  paternity. 
The  3d,  by  Rev.  C.  A.  Bartol,  on  Christ, —  his  mission, 
character,  mediation.  The  4th,  by  Rev.  J.  Young,  on  Man, 
—  his  nature,  condition,  destiny.  The  5th,  on  Sin, —  its 
origin,  properties,  effects,  by  Rev.  J.  I.  T.  Coolidge.  The 
6th,  on  Regeneration,— its  necessity,  methods,  results,  by 
Rev.  C  Robbins.  The  7th,  on  Christian  Growth, — faith 
its  root,  efibrt  its  law,  perfection  its  end,  by  Rev.  R.  C.  Wa- 
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tenrtoo.  The  Bth,  on  Dtyine  Help,-—  orduiary,  special,  im- 
inediate,  by  Rev.  S.  K.  Lothrop.  The  9th,  on  Spiritial 
Life, "—  in  the  closet,  in  the  church,  in  the  world,  bj  BeT. 
F.  T.  Gray.  The  10th,  on  the  Bible,— an  authority,  a 
study,  and  a  blessing,  by  Rev.  £.  S.  Gannett  The  llth« 
on  Life,-»a  trust,  a  disciplioe,  an  achievement,  by  Rev. 
T.  S.  King.  The  12th,  on  Society,— its  constitution,  its 
influence,  its  claims,  by  Rev.  F.  D.  Huntington.  The  Idth, 
on  Immortality,  —  the  inheritance  of  man,  the  revelation  of 
fhe  Grospel,  the  continuation  of  progress,  by  T.  B.  Fox. 
The  14th,  on  Retributiion,  —  its  certainty,  its  nature,  its  im- 
portance, by  Rev.  S.  Barrett.  These  lectures  were  veiy 
fully  attended,  gave  general  satisfaction,  interested  many 
besides  our  own  members,  their  publication  was  called  Ibr 
by  secular  papers  of  the  city,  and,  considering  the  extent 
of  ground  they  covered  and  the  variety  of  minds  they  en- 
listed, they  may  be  regarded  as  eminently  successful.  To 
have  failed  either  of  interesdng  and  calling  out  our  public, 
or  of  presenting  exercises  of  an  earnest  and  quickening 
character,  would  have  been  a  lamentable  yielding  up  of  the 
high  ground  occupied  by  us  the  previous  winter.  During 
this  holy  week,  a  great  accession  of  interest  is  obtained 
from  the  Conference  meetings  held  on  four  successive  mom* 
ings  in  difl^rent  parts  of  the  city,  where  crowded  assemUies 
gather,  not  to  be  roused  by  eloquence,  instructed  by  learn* 
ing,  or  reasoned  out  of  error,  so  much  as  to  quicken  the 
life  that  is  in  them  and  kindle  it  anew  in  other  hearts, —  by 
the  earnest  appeal,  the  word  of  warning  or  of  cheer,  the 
heart-breathed  hymn,  the  fervent  prayer  to  get  and  to  give 
life,'— -to  shed  abroad  the  love  of  Jesus  and  welcome  in  the 
Spirit  of  God. 
This  kindling  of  a  higher  flame  of  devotion  in  our  midst 
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has  imparted  fresh  zeal  for  the' cause  of  missions,  and  a  new 
interest  in  doing  good  generally.  It  has  emancipated  many 
from  the  chilling  dread  of  being  over-zealous ;  it  has  opened 
and  will  open  more  and  more  fountains  of  living  streams  to 
make  glad  the  city  of  our  God ;  it  is  leading  us  to  a  more 
affirmative  faith,  and  securing  to  us  a  higher  place  in  all  true 
Christians'  hearts.  The  influence  of  this  increased  spiritual- 
ity is  seen  in  the  more  earnest  tone  of  all  our  journals  and 
pulpits,  in  the  larger  sale  of  devotional  books,  and  the  kinder 
appreciation  of  our  spirit  by  other  denominations.  We  need 
greatly  the  right  kind  of  books  and  tracts  to  help  on  this 
blessed  work ;  it  would  be  hard  to  render  a  greater  service 
to  spiritual  religion  than  to  issue  another  book  like  the  **  For- 
mation of  Christian  Character,*^  and  cause  it  to  be  circulated 
far  and  near  without  stint  or  limit, — or  another  memoir  like 
that  of  Peabody ,  or  another  "  Saints'  Rest "  or  «^  Pilgrim'^ 
P^rogress "  adapted  to  the  advanced  state  of  theology  and 
the  increased  necessities  of  our  times. 

Having  thus  reviewed  the  progress  of  the  Association 
through  two  stages  of  growth  into  a  third,  now  quietly 
opening  before  us,  it  is  necessary  to  sum  up  the  work  of  the 
past  quarter  of  a  century,  add  to  k  the  present  year's  ac- 
count, and  breathe  a  few  hopes  for  the  future.  In  the  ear* 
Swr  years  of  the  Association  no  systematic  effort  was  made 
to  raise  funds ;  there  was  no  urgent  and  extended  call  for 
help ;  and  no  officer  existed  until  Mr.  Whitman's  day  to  take 
the  business  of  collection,  and  of  visiting  the  churches  for 
this  purpose,  into  his  exclusive  charge.  Of  course,  our  re- 
ceipts were  small,  irregular,  and  from  a  very  limited  circle 
of  friends.  By  far  the  greater  part  of  our  funds  have  been 
drawn  from  this  city,  and  from  half  a  dozen  societies  in  it. 
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The  smallest  sum  ever  received  was  in  the  first  y care- 
less than  thirteen  hundred  dollars ;  the  lai^e^t  was  in  1646, 
-«>  about  thirteen  thousand  dollars.  This  year  falls  but  a  lit- 
tle short  of  our  best  success,  amounting  as  it  does  to  vaaie 
than  twelve  thousand  dollars,  or  four  times  the  average  of 
the  earlier  period  of  our  Association ;  and  yet  it  is  hardly  a 
fourth  part  of  what  a  more  fervent  piety  would  make  it  easy 
for  us  to  give.  The  average  of  the  receipts  of  ten  years  is, 
from  the  sale  of  tracts,  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars 
per.yeat;  from  life-memberdiips,  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  ;  from  the  permanent  fund,  seven  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  ;  and  from  auxiliaries  and  contributions,  two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars.  The  churches  assist- 
ed by  the  American  Unitarian  Association,  many  of  which 
must  luLve  been  abandoned  but  for  foreign  aid,  are  nearly  a 
hundred,  and  are  distributed  as  follows :  —  thirty-seven  in 
Massachusetts,  nineteen  South  and  West,  eleven  in  New 
York  State,  ten  in  Maine,  six  in  New  Hampshire,  five  in 
Connecticut,  three  in  Vermont,  and  two  in  Pennsylvania,  — 
ninety-three  in  all ;  some  of  them  saved  from  certain  ex- 
tinction by  our  instrumentality,  and  many  of  them  stimo* 
lated  to  pay  off  their  debts  and  otherwise  improve  their 
condition  by  the  promise  of  our  aid.  Nor  does  this  give 
any  idea  of  the  numbers  every  year  aarasted  by  our 
different  Secretaries  to  procure  funds,  obtain  pastors,  ooo- 
dnue  or  renew  worship,  and  otherwise  improve  their 
condition.  Of  maoy  such  favors,  neither  those  who  enjoy 
Ihem  nor  the  public  at  large  know  by  whom  they  were  ob- 
tained. The  number  of  tracts  issued  cannot  be  accurately 
computed,  because  the  records  do  not  always  inform  us  of 
the  size  of  the  edition ;  but  they  have  been  in  editions  va- 
rying from  two  thousand  to  eight  thousand  copies, — prob- 
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ably  averaging,  vnth  the  re-iMiies,  not  leas  than  six  thousand 
each,  —  makiog  a  sum  total  of  one  million  seven  hundted 
and  sixty-four  thousand,  or  seventy  thousand  per  year.  It  is 
Qot  possible  to  arrange  them  aU  under  diatinct  heads ;  but 
it  may  foe  stated  generally,  that»  of  the  two  hundred  and 
seventy-two  tracts  of  the  large  series,  there  have  been  one 
hundred  and  thirteen  practical,  and  ninety-three  doctrinal 
tcacts ;  of  the  doctrinal,  nearly  half  have  been  upon  the  Dl- 
Tine  Unity,  one  sixth  upon  the  Atonement,  five  upon  the  Op- 
dtnances,  ten  on  Regeneration,  four  on  Human  Nature,  three 
on  Retribution,  and  two  on  the  Holy  Spirit ;  besides  thirty'^ 
seven  Reports  ai^d  twenty-nine  miscellaneous  tracts,— <- 
making  in  all  twenty-three  volumes.  The  cost  of  our  tracts 
▼aries  greatly ,  but  the  average  is  about  a  cent  and  a  half 
«ach,  and  for  eaoh  tract  reprinted  fyoni  stereotype  plates,  half 
this  amount. 

In  comparing  the  Association  now  with  its  early  prowuse, 
k  is  obvious  to  remark,  that  no  institntion  of  so  high  aim 
reaches  its  end,  «-<•  that  it  is  enough  for  it  to  fill  its  place 
MthfuUy,  and  bear  its  rightful  share  of  the  mission  of  Chris* 
ttan  mercy  to  mankind.  None  can  question  our  progress, 
and  none,  on  the  other  band,  can  siTppose  it  as  rapid  as  might 
have  been  expected  jsnd  hoped.  In  1826  there  was  nol  a 
single  Unitarian  society  west  of  Pennsylvania,  and  owr 
ehurehes  in  that  State  drew  a  fliekering  and  doubtful  breath, 
two  of  their  golden  candlesticks  even  going  out  in  darkness ; 
now,  we  have  well-established  societies  in  the  principal 
towns  along  the  line  of  travel,  through  the  middle  of  Illi- 
nois, upon  the  Chicago  and  Galena  Railroad,  aloiig  the  Ohio 
River,  and  upon  the  Mississippi  itself,  though  two  of  them  are 
a  thousand  miles  apart,  and  several  are  destitute  of  preach- 
en.    Nay,  the  standard  inscribed  at  our  amiiversaty  with 
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the  words  *' Liberty,  HolioesB,  Love/*  novr  floats  to  the 
breeze  in  an  island  of  the  Pacific,  and  wails  but  the  cooveo- 
ience  of  a  house  of  worship  to  give  to  California  a  finer 
gold  than  its  mines  can  yield.  From  a  postage  in  early 
times  of  a  few  dollars  per  year,  we  have  risen  to  more  thaa 
thirty  dollars  per  quarter ;  from  the  occasional  seryicea  of 
a  busy  pastor,  to  the  mutual  counsel  and  divided  tasks  of 
two  secretaries.  In  place  of  an  irregular  tract  of  perhaps 
two  thousand  copies,  we  now  issue  twelve  per  year,  in  the 
three  forms  of  essay,  narrative,  and  biography,  and  in  edi- 
tions of  not  less  than  seven  thousand.  From  the  doubtful 
and  tentative  process  with  which  the  way  was  worked  out 
towards  manhood,  we  have  three  well-defined  departmeDts 
of  action,  each  pursued  by  its  committee,  with  the  valuable 
experience  of  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  the  encourage- 
ment of  much  success,  not  to  say  the  warning  of  some 
failure. 

Immediately  aAer  the  annual  meeting,  the  Executive 
Committee  proceeded  to  put  into  execution,  and  have  con- 
tinued strenuously  to  pursue,  the  plan  of  operations  recom- 
mended by  the  Association  at  that  time.  The  Committee 
was  divided  into  three  sub-committees,  to  each  of  which,  as 
subjects  belonging  to  its  particular  department  arose,  they 
were  referred ;  while  a  final  decision  was  reserved  for  the 
full  Board  at  its  regular  meetings.  In  reviewing  the  work 
of  the  past  year,  it  is  natural  to  consider  it  in  regard  to 
these  three  deparUsients,— namely,  Greneral  Business,  Pub- 
lications, Missions.  And  with  regard  to  general  business ; 
«— in  section  ninth  of  the  sub-committee's  report  accept- 
ed last  year,  the  necessity  of  a  hirger  and  more  respectable 
ofiice  was  forcibly  urged.  The  first  business  of  this  year 
was  an  arrangement  by  which,  with  slight  increase  of  ex- 
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pense,  our  former  rooms  were  extended,  and  excellent  and 
abundant  accon^modation  procured,  at  once  easy  of  access, 
quiet,  lightsome,  and  airy,-— an  improvement  gratefully 
acknowledged  by  all  whom  business,  convenience,  or  kind- 
liness gathers  around  the  bead*quarters  of  our  faith.  This 
Committee  has  also  given  attention  to  the  formation  of  a 
Unitarian  library  at  the  Association  rooms ;  the  Committee 
beg  leave  respectfully  to  invite  our  authors  and  publishers 
to  place  a  copy  of  each  of  their  theological  or  religious 
pabltcations  where  they  will  be  accessible  during  all  hours 
of  the  day  to  all  our  friends. 

The  Business  Committee  also  gav^  attention  to  the  eighth 
suggestion  in  the  sub-committee's  report  adopted  at  the  last 
anniversary.  Immediately  after  the  anniversaiy,  they  en- 
deavoured *^  to  enlarge  the  pecuniary  resources  and  moral  ef- 
fieieney  of  the  Association,  and  by  the  visits  of  the  Secretary, 
by  correspondence,  and  by  public  meetings,''  sirove  to  make 
our  means  worthy  of  our  cause.  This  recommendation  has 
been  most  faithflilly  and  energetically  carried  out,  with 
what  results  the  Treasurer's  report  shows.  Rev.  Calvin 
Lincoln  rendered  excellent  service  In  renewing  public  inter- 
est in  the  Association,  especially  in  IMymoulh  County ;  the 
Secretary  has  extended  his  visits  and  multiplied  his  labors 
more  than  bdbre ;  during  the  autumn  a  convention  was  held 
by  us  in  Springfield,  where  a  prompt  and  generous  con- 
tribution was  made  to  the  missionary  fund ;  and  a  series  of 
meetings  were  held  during  the  winter  in  this  city,  which  re- 
sulted in  a  general  movement  in  our  behalf  among  the 
neighbouring  cburches.  In  Manchester,  N.  H.,  a  similar 
meeting  has  just  been  held,  which  by  its*  earnest  spirit  can- 
not fail  to  be  widely  and  permanently  felt 

Our  Book  department  has  been  unusually  and  unremitting- 
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ly  active.  First,  in  gratuitous  distrilradoii.  AU  the  theologi- 
cal schools  and  colleges  which  were  unsupplied  have  le* 
cetved  through  our  instrumentality  Norton^s  ^^  Genuineaeas 
of  the  Gospels,'*  in  three  volumes,  the  gift  of  the  Society  for 
Promoting  Christian  Knowledge,  Piety,  and  Charity,  aad 
Jay's  and  Livermore's  Beviewa  of  the  Mexican  War,  fipom 
the  Peace  Society,  together  with  a  supply  of  our  recent  traels. 
The  publisher  of  Dr.  Channiog's  Works  presented  to  us  one 
hundred  aad  ten  blemished  volumes  of  that  invaluaUe 
work,  which  were  boimd  in  the  cheapest  way,  and  present- 
ed to  destitute  clergymen  at  the  West.  When  it  was  known 
that  they  were  to  be  obtained  merely  at  (he  price  of  trans- 
portation, appUcationa  came  someliiBes  from  dirae  unanp- 
plied  cleigrmen  in  a  day ;  and  at  the  coat  of  about  nine 
dollars  we  haive  been  enabled  to  furnish  sixty  preaohen 
with  light,  impulse,  encouragement,  and  joy.  Our  ofwa 
tnbcts  have  be^o  more  sought  after  than  ever,  eapeekUy 
the  children's  aeries.  The  New  York  Unitarian  AssociatioQ, 
the  Book  and  Pamphlet  Society,  the  Ministry  at  Laige, 
Western  ministers,  of  the  Christian  Conneetion  and  of  our 
own  body,  besides  newly  ofganiaed  aoeieties,  have  dnwn 
upoi^  us  so  coatinuaUy,  that,  though  the  size  of  our  ediUoBa 
has  been  increased  and  nine  tracts  have  been  reprinted, 
even  the  Annual  Repoit  disappeared  from  our  shelves,  and 
the  little  tales  were  gone  before  they  had  found  a  place  in 
the  Depository.  Besides  this,  country  and  city  friends  have 
poured  in  of  their  abundance  hymn-books,  weU-wom  Sun* 
day-school  libraries,  and  books  of  devotion,  as  well  aa  otb* 
era  of  a  more  general  character, — eoabliBg  the  Secretary 
to  commence  a  dozen  new  Sabbath  schools  wrthout  expense 
to  any  one,  and  to  sopply  ten  societies  with  the  necesaariee 
of  social  worship.    Three  bundles  of  such  presents  have 
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frequently  been  despatched  westward  in  a  single  day,  and 
no  such  application  is  denied,  though  our  exhausted  stock 
and  our  entire  destitution  of  several  of  the  old  tracts  oblige 
U8  to  be  prudent,  while  we  would  gladly  be  generous. 

But  the  great  work  of  this  year  has  been  the  sale  of  Dn 
Channing^s  Works  and  Life,  Peabody^s  Lectures  and  Me- 
moir, the  Sermons  on  Christian  Communion,  Livermore^s 
Commentary,  and  BartoPs  Discourses,  through  sixty-eight 
friends,  who  have  acted  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time  as  our 
agents  and  colporieurs.  Eleven  hundred  sets  of  the  six  vol- 
ume edition  of  Dr.  Channing*s  Works,  and  fifteen  hundred 
of  the  Doctrinal  Lectures  of  A.  P.  Peabody,  have  been  pur- 
chased by  the  Association,  and  through  the  best  hands  and 
feet  which  could  be  anywhere  found  have  been  carried  to 
the  following  places :  —  San  Francisco,  Honolulu,  New  Or- 
leans, St.  Louis,  Burlington  in  Iowa,  Burlington  in  Wiscon- 
sin, and  Burlington  in  Vermont,  Quincy,  III.,  Galena,  Mil- 
waukie,  Marseilles,  Greneva,  Tremont,  Rockford,  Chicago, 
Louisville,  Cincinnati,  Marietta,  Wheeling,  Northumberland, 
Detroit,  Cleveland,  Bufialo,  Syracuse,  Montreal,  Richmond, 
Washington,  Baltimore,  Brooklyn,  Albany,  Vernon,  Troy, 
N«  Y.,  Newark,  N.  J.,  Bridgeport,  Fairhaven,  Worcester, 
Westboro\  Athol,  Hubbardston,  Portland,  Thomaston,  Bucks- 
port,  Bangor,  Concord,  N.  H.,  Brattleboro\  Vt,  and  to  the 
rural  districts  of  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  and  Illi- 
nois. Some  of  our  book  agents  have  travelled  and  are 
travelling  all  the  time,  on  foot  or  in  wagons,  fording  the 
streams  of  the  West  or  threading  the  forests  of  the  North, 
meeting  much  hospitality  and  much  hardship.  These  gen- 
tlemen conduct  religious  services  as  opportunity  permits, 
reason  and  exhort  at  the  fireside,  and  are  a  most  unostenta- 
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tious  but  efficient  misaiooaiy  oorps.  One  of  them,  a  grad* 
uate  of  the  Meadville  School,  giving  himself  wholly  to  the 
work,  and  having  peculiar  adaptedneas  to  it,  an  earnest  lore 
to  the  cause,  an  iron  frame,  and  a  persuasive  manner,  re- 
ceives two  hundred  dollars  per  annum  from  the  Associa- 
tion in  books. 

No  efibrt  in  which  we  could  engage  is  so  much  needed, 
none  so  certain  to  yield  an  ample  return  at  last ;  but  it  re- 
quires patience  sometimes  to  wait  on  in  a  maiket  already 
supplied ;  some  agents  will  prove  incompetent  for  a  business 
which  they  had  never  undertaken  before ;  some  may  be  un- 
able, from  actual  poverty,  to  return  more  than  a  part  of  the 
money  received ;  where  the  books  are  sold  slowly,  and  with 
severe  painstaking,  some  pecuniary  compensation  is  expect- 
ed and  must  be  made.  But  we  cannot  imagine  less  expen- 
sive preachers  than  these  volumes  even  then ;  nor  so  perma- 
nent a  tract  distribution ;  nor  more  effisctuai  preparation  far 
the  future  of  our  country  and  our  faith. 

We  have  now  a  still  more  efl^tive  instrument  placed  in 
our  hands,  **the  Memoir  of  Dr.  Channing,  at  one  third  of 
Its  original  price,  to  be  sold  out  oi  New  England,  New 
York  city,  and  Philadelphia.  It  is  confidently  believed  that 
this  Lifo  speaks  more  impressively  to  the  publio  heart  even 
than  Dr.  Cbanning^s  Works,-*  that  many  will  be  allured  by 
the  eloquent  narrative  who  turn  from  a  volume  of  sermons 
in  disgust,  —  that  numbers  whom  no  argument  will  move 
will  yield  to  the  tide  flowing  iVom  an  eaniest  heart.  It  k 
i>elieved,  too,  that,  through  our  agents  and  correspondents, 
,  we  may  dispose  of  one  thousand  copies  in  six  months,  at 
no  serious  expense  to  ourselves ;  and  that  this  enterprise  is 
•in  the  true  spirit  of  missions,  because  it  goes  out  of  our 
"Own  limits,  beyond,  for  the  most  part,  our  congregations  and 
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mintsteTSf  into  regions  where  all  books  are  rare,  religtous 
books  the  rarest,  and  our  religious  books  almost  unknown. 
In  the  course  of  another  month,  these  volumes  will  be  for 
■ale  at  our  depository  to  agents  at  the  South  and  West 

The  department  of  Missions  has  been  unusually  actiye 
this  year.  Twenty  missionaries  have  been  employed  a  part 
of  the  time,  and  twenty-seven  places  aided,  and  half  the 
Sundays  of  the  Secretary  given  to  this  service,  especially 
during  the  winter  months :  when,  by  order  of  the  Commit- 
tee,  he  visited  all  our  Western  societies,  passed  through  iif* 
teen  States,  availed  himself  of  every  opportunity  to  make 
addresses,  travelled  nearly  five  thousand  miles,  and  was 
greatly  instructed  and  cheered  by  his  journey.  We  have  this 
year,  too,  repeated  the  ofience  sometimes  charged  against 
our  Association,  of  building  churches,  and  have  assisted  and 
encouraged  five  such  efforts.  But  really,  we  must  in  sonoe 
oases  do  this  or  do  nothing*  The  hazard  is  so  considerable, 
the  investment  so  large  and  so  difficult  to  be  rerooBred,  that 
it  should  be  our  strange  task.  Yet  are  there  several  points 
which  desire  and  deserve  Unitarian  preaching,  but  cannot 
have  it,  because  not  even  a  tolerable  hall  can  be  borrowed, 
or  hired,  or  bought,  or  built  by  young  men  already  stagger- 
ing under  their  pecuniary  burdens.  And,  could  a  school<« 
house  be  found  sufficiently  large,  eligibly  situated,  and  un» 
encumbered  by  school-desks,  the  hallowing  associations  of 
a  church  could  not  be  felt  in  it ;  —  that  promise  of  perma* 
nency  which  a  building  gives  would  not  encourage  families 
to  leave  other  places  of  worship  for  this,  devout  feeling 
must  often  be  wounded  by  the  mingling  of  some  puppet- 
show  with  the  altar  of  prayer,  and  the  effort  of  sustaining 
the  devotional  spirit  to  those  unaccustomed  to  worahip 
would  be  doubly  difficult  in  the  midst  of  such  memories. 
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For  want  of  this  important  help.  Wheeling  (Va.)  may 
linquish  our  services  after  a  time,  San  Francisco  could  not 
commence  them,  Ellsworth  and  Bath  in  Maine,  WiDcben- 
don  in  Massachusetts,  and  Norwich  in  Connecticat,  remain 
destitute  of  our  ministry,  and  will  so  remain  until  neat  chap- 
els can  arise  to  unite  the  devotions  of  feilow-believers  and 
lift  their  hearts  heavenward. 

The  Polaneo  Chapel  at  Bridgeport  deserves  special  notice, 
because  so  widely  different  from  any  former  efSmrt  The 
widow  of  Hon.  R.  G.  Van  Polanen  desired  to  erect  a  mod- 
est house  of  worship  in  the  city  of  her  residence,  the  resttng- 
place  of  her  husband^s  remains,  but  required  for  her  own  sup- 
port the  interest  of  the  money  she  would  have  to  invest  She 
was  willing  to  give  the  building  to  the  Association,  to  appio- 
priate  the  proceeds  of  its  sale  to  missions,  if  ever  Unitarian 
worship  should  cease  to  be  sustained  there ;  and  engaged 
that,  whatever  the  expense  might  be,  we  should  not  pay 
interest  upon  more  than  four  thousand  dollars.  Another 
friend  made  a  donation  of  sufficient  land,  and  the  tastelul 
edifice  was  dedicated  last  October,  and  has  been  opened  for 
worship  every  Sunday  since,  under  better  circumstances 
than  could  have  been  hoped,  and  with  good  prospect  of  per- 
manence. The  audiences  at  evening  service  have  been 
especially  encouraging,  and  have  contained  representativea 
of  all  sects.  With  our  assistance,  also,  a  neat  and  commodi- 
ous house  of  worship  has  just  been  erected  and  dedicated 
by  the  young  society,  under  the  ministry  of  Bev.  H.  F. 
Harrington,  at  Lawrence,  Mass. 

Feltville,  near  the  city  of  New  York,  has  this  year  enj<^ed 
our  services  in  its  only  house  of  worship,  the  minister  being 
the  teacher  of  the  young  on  week*days,  as  of  young  and 
old  on  the  day  of  rest,  and  theire  is  a  fair  prospect  of  a 
permanent,  regular  society  there. 
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Daring  the  last  summer,  Bev.  E^  P.  Bond  received  ordi* 
nation  in  this  city  as  our  misnonary  to  California ;  but  the 
imperfect  state  of  his  health  on  reaching  that  coast,  and  the 
impossibility  of  obtaining  even  a  tolerable  place  for  wor- 
ship, induced  him  to  repair  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  where 
he  was  kindly  received  by  the  missionaries,  has  found  his 
health  benefited,  though  not  restored,  and  is  ministering 
acceptably  to  the  English  and  American  residents  at  that 
important  position,  the  moral  lighthouse,  as  it  has  been 
termed,  on  the  ocean-way  of  the  world ! 

At  the  extreme  South,  in  connection  with  the  acceptable 
labors  of  Mr.  Penniman,  a  generous  friend  of  our  cause  is 
erecting  a  house  of  worship  at  Savannah,  and  there  prom* 
ises  to  be  a  well-established,  self-sustaining  society  at  this 
distant  point.  Rev.  S.  Lamed  has  renewed  our  services  at 
Mobile,  and  notwithstanding  the  loss  of  our  church  in  that 
city,  our  friends  seem  of  good  courage  for  the  future. 

At  the  North,  the  Toronto  society  has  been  disappointed 
again  of  their  minister,  who  was  detained  on  his  way  to 
them  at  the  vacant  society  in  Rochester,  N.  Y. ;  so  that 
the  Canadian  seat  of  government  is  still  obliged  to  content 
itself,  as  far  as  we  are  concerned,  with  a  lay  service.  It 
seems  important  that  some  one  should  go  to  the  aid  of  this 
isolated  band,  so  remarkably  faithful  under  unusual  trials^ 
The  Secretary  has  assisted  them  with  such  books  as  could 
be  spared  for  a  Sunday  school,  and  they  are  ready  to  wel« 
come  cordially  and  sustain  zealously  a  minister  of  our  faith. 
At  Montreal,  our  New  York  paper,  the  Inquirer,  was  ex* 
eluded  from  the  principal  reading-room  of  the  city,  where 
the  generosity  of  a  friend  bad  placed  it  among  other  relig- 
ious journals,  and  the  members  sustained  the  action  of  tlie 
Directors,  but  have  since  retraced  their  course.    The  occa- 
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BJon  was  seized  to  denounce  our  opinions  and  stimulate  the 
prejudices  of  the  community,  but  the  only  effect  has  been  to 
arouse  our  brethren  to  greater  activity,  and  fill  our  church 
on  Sunday  evenings  with  an  inquiring  and  earnest  audience. 

At  the  East,  a  promising  opening  has  been  made  at 
Bucksport,  and  another  denomination  has  joined  hands  with 
us  in  supporting  worship.  Having  an  excellent  town -hall  in 
which  to  meet,  the  vicinity  of  Bangor  to  cheer  them,  with 
suitable  effort  on  their  part,  and  a  well-adapted  pastor,  a 
large  congregation  can  no  doubt  be  gathered.  The  society 
at  Topsham,  Maine,  is  about  to  change  its  place  and  house 
of  worship,  so  as  to  occupy  a  close  neighbourhood  to  the 
college  at  Brunswick,  and  lend  its  aid  to  the  influences 
working  for  the  good  of  an  excellent  institution. 

In  Westboro\  in  this  State,  the  society  which  had  been 
apparently  extinct  for  several  years  has  recently  erected  a 
pleasant  and  central  meeting-house,  and  a  respectable  coo- 
gregation  was  gathered  without  difiiculty,  and  has  been  in* 
creasing  ever  since.  Several  other  openings  are  reported 
in  different  parts  of  New  England ;  but,  while  persons  could 
not  be  found  suitable  to  conduct  the  new  societies  already 
in  progress,  it  seemed  worse  than  idle  to  form  any  more. 

We  have  been  invited  this  year  to  unite  with  the  British 
and  Foreign  Unitarian  Association  in  support  of  their  mis* 
sions  in  India,  where  our  worship  is  faithfully  maintained  by 
devoted  ministers.  Otherwise,  our  correspondence  from 
abroad  has  not  been  so  important  as  was  desired,  but  we 
have  been  favored  with  the  visits  of  two  gentlemen  whose 
presence  in  our  pulpits  and  temporary  residence  am(Mig  us 
have  afforded  sincere  pleasure,  and  whose  counsels  we  hope 
to  receive  on  this  occasion. 

The  remaining  points  of  interest  fall  within  the  winter 
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journey  of  the  Secretary,  and  may  be  mentioned  as  they  oc« 
cur  on  the  usual  lines  of  Western  travel.  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
IS  obliged  to  enlarge  its  pleasant  chapel  to  accommodate  the 
steadily  increasing  numbers ;  and  forty-eight  pews  are  to  be 
added  this  season.  The  prosperous  society  at  Buffalo  made 
one  of  its  first  offerings  to  our  treasury  this  year,  and  has 
successfully  commenced  a  Ministry  at  Large,  under  the 
charge  of  Mr.  William  Gushing.  At  Cleveland,  Elyria,  San- 
dusky City,  and  other  points.  Unitarian  families  were  found 
full  of  the  hope  of  enjoying  in  their  own  midst  the  services 
they  so  much  love.  Detroit,  now  a  great  and  growing  com- 
munity, lifted  into  new  prominence  by  the  Michigan  Central 
Railroad,  which  starts  from  its  river-side,  presents  the  finest 
possible  opening  for  a  large  society  of  Liberal  Christians ; 
and  there  is  no  other  Western  point  where  our  worship  is  so 
fervently  desired,  and  will  be  so  liberally  sustained.  Rev. 
Mr.  Tagart,  of  Albany,  is  about  to  occupy  this  field.  The 
Chicago  society,  a  very  important  one  in  every  respect,  is 
prospering  anew  under  the  ministry  of  Rev.  Rush  Shippen. 
At  Geneva  and  Elgin,  Rev.  A*  H.  Conant  is  encouraged  by 
a  slow  but  steady  increase ;  in  one  society  his  regular  hear- 
ers are  already  four  times  their  original  number.  Rockford 
and  Belvidere,  like  the  places  just  mentioned,  share  a  min- 
ister between  them,  and  promise  in  a  few  years  each  to  sus- 
tain  a  Liberal  preacher  for  itself.  By  the  aid  of  two  hun- 
dred dollars  from  our  treasury,  a  neat  but  very  small  church 
is  now  owned  and  occupied  by  the  Rock-River  friends.  We 
regret  to  know  that  the  parish  is  made  vacant  by  the  illness 
of  Mr.  Snow.  Milwaukie,  having  an  unpaid-for  house,  very 
unfavorably  situated,  has  been  obliged  to  suspend  its  services 
for  a  season,  with  the  purpose  of  resuming  them  as  soon,  as 
an  able  preacher  can  be  found.    Galena,  not  increasing 
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mucli  itfelf,  exhibiu  no  striking  evidence  of  increase  b  the 
number  of  our  friends ;  but  that  distant  little  band  are  very 
steadfast  and  strongly  attached  to  their  pastor,  who  is  the 
head  of  the  Common  School  system  in  that  quarter.    Still 
fiulher  north,  the  new  yillage  of  Fond  du  Lac,  the  southern 
port  of  Grreen  Bay,  is  seeking  our  minisliy,  and  a  ball  will 
be  erected  this  season,  suitable  for  woxship,  as  well  as  for 
the  intellectual  improvement  of  that  rapidly  growing  place. 
At  Tromont  and  Peoria,  at  Davenport,  at  Ottawa,  at  Alton, 
our  ministers  are  desired,  and  would  be  partially  sustaixied, 
with  the  prospect  of  increase.    At  Quincy  (HI.),  our  aoci* 
ety,  having  suflbred  much  by  the  pent-up  position  of  its  lit« 
tie  chapel,  has  just  purchased  an  excellent  lot,  and  is  pre* 
paring  to  occupy  it  at  an  expense  of  twelve  hundred  dollars. 
Rev.  Mr.  De  Langa  having  this  spring  entered  upon  more 
extended  service  as  our  General  Missionary,  tins  society  is 
now  seeking  a  pastor,  with  no  immediate  prospect  oi  being 
supplied.    St  Louis  presents  one  of  the  most  interesting 
points  in  all  our  Western  experience.    Commenced  by  a 
dozen  persons  in  a  private  parlour,  the  society  has  gone  from 
strength  to  strength,  until  it  maintains  two  Sunday  schools, 
two  pastors,  a  very  wide  social    influence,  and  is   now 
obliged  to  erect  a  far  larger  house  to  accommodate  its  coa* 
stantly  increasing  numbers.    Rev.  Robert  Hassell  is  associ- 
ated with  Mr.  Elliot  in  his  extended  labors  among  the  poor, 
at  the  prison,  in  the  public  school,  as  well  as  the  church. 
Cannelton  (Ind.),  a  rapidly  growing  community,  having  but 
one  church,  and  that  erected  by  our  Boston  friends,  is  now 
awaiting  a  minister  from  this  quarter.    The  Louisville  church 
is  quietly  and  constantly  growing,  as  much  inwardly  as  out* 
wardly,  by  that  healthy  development  which  n  the  best  proof 
of  faithful  effort  in  the  past  and  the  surest  promise  for  the 
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future.  Cincinnati  has  been  deeply  afflicted  by  the  sudden 
death  of  its  pastor,  but  will  now  exchange  the  spirit  of  heav« 
iness  for  the  garment  of  praise,  under  the  ministry  of  a 
brother  whose  presence  is  felt  in  all  our  Sunday  schools  by 
his  excellent  Commentary,  whose  influence  was  most  exten- 
sive and  salutary  through  New  Hampshire,  and  whose  own 
health  will,  we  trust,  be  renewed,  while  he  recruits  the  en- 
feebled energies  of  a  struggling  society.  At  Wheeling 
(Va.),  we  had  assisted  during  the  autumn  in  forming  a 
union  Sunday  school  by  the  present  of  such  books  as  could 
be  spared ;  on  reaching  the  place  as  he  returned  homeward, 
the  Secretary  found  an  earnest  discussion  of  the  Trinity  occu- 
pying public  attention  every  Sunday  aflemoon,  in  the  little 
meeting-house  where  the  Sunday  school  was  held.  After 
assisting  at  this  debate  and  conducting  worship  with  good 
audiences,  he  received  an  unexpected  application  to  con- 
tinue Unitarian  services  there,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Burnap  spent  a 
month  with  them  at  our  request  Mr.  De  Lange  followed 
him,  as  the  commencement  of  his  missionary  labor  in  that 
and  the  neighbouring  towns,  Steubenville,  Lewisburg,  Mari- 
etta, etc. ;  in  connection  with  whose  appointment  as  Travel- 
ling Missionary  we  are  led  to  notice  the  chief  drawback 
upon  our  past  eBK)rtB. 

Our  principal  failure  has  been,  that  we  have  not  always 
been  able  to  send  the  strongest  ministers  into  the  West  It 
has  been  our  misfortune  from  the  beginning  to  do  much  of 
our  hardest  work  by  men  fresh  from  the  theological  cloister, 
unacquainted  with  the  world,  and  inexperienced  in  the  min- 
istry. The  Association  has  been  grateful  for  any  aid  it 
could  obtain,  where  the  harvest  was  so  large  and  laborers 
8o  few,  the  compensation  so  inadequate,  and  the  duties 
multiplied  and  responsible.     But,  bom  as  our  preachers 

4» 
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have  generally  been  in  this  corner  of  the  country,  it  should 
not  surprise  us  that  they  have  preferred  a  confined  home- 
field  to  a  wider  influence  abroad,  —  a  congenial  society  to 
strange  associations,  supposed  destitution  of  privileges,  a  ca- 
lumniated climate,  untold  and  unknown  hardship.  Yet,  as 
we  unroll  the  blotted  pages  of  the  past,  as  we  inquire  why, 
with  so  much  truth,  wealth,  power,  we  have  done  so  little, 
it  is  easy  to  see  how  unenterprising,  unadapted,  unwise, 
unsystematiased,  our  eflbrts  have  been, —  how  the  children 
of  this  world  have  been  wiser  than  the  children  of  light,  — 
how  more  experience  or  courage,  more  perseverance  or 
hopefulness,  would  have  changed  the  result 

Our  clamorous  want  now  is  Western  laborers ;  mftn  of 
nerve,  will,  common  sense,  self-devotion,  prayer.  Elo- 
quence is  not  required,  nor  rare  genius;  but  there  must  he 
life  to  create  life.  Imbecility  is  nowhere  else  so  soon  detect- 
ed in  the  pulpit,  nor  selfishness  so  thoroughly  scorned  in  the 
apostle  of  self*sacrifice.  The  impression  that  "  any  body 
will  do*'  in  those  energetic,  improving,  quickened  Western 
towns  is  miserable  folly ;  the  leading  men  in  our  distant  so- 
cieties are  quite  as  intelligent  as  similar  characters  here ;  a 
congregation  in  Wisconsin  or  Iowa,  while  it  respects  good 
sense,  honors  independence,  and  loves  a  generous  soul,  will 
not  put  up  with  such  men  as  Eastern  societies  would  not  ac-  ^ 
cept.  It  is  to  our  shame  and  condemnation,  that,  when  3rear 
after  year  the  destitution  of  so  many  distant  places  is  made 
known,  and  class  after  class  comes  forth  from  our  theoI<^- 
cal  schools,  and  some  preachers  remain  roost  of  the  time 
unoccupied  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  loud  profession  is  an- 
nually made  of  our  interest  in  the  West,  our  young  men 
pray  to  be  excused  on  the  ground  of  inexperience,  our  mid- 
dle-aged men  because  of  domestic  ties,  our  old  men  from 
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pliysical  inability,— ^  and  the  purpose  of  Providence  in  keep- 
ing that  magnificent  country  hidden  under  a  veil  until  two 
centuries  had  ripened  our  Atlantic  churches  into  efficiency, 
is  thwarted  by  our  indolence,  selfishness,  cowardice,  and 
faithlessness.  If  any  community  could  go  on  safely  desti- 
tute of  spiritual  guides,  it  should  be  thiSy  where  all  hallowed 
influences  are  richly  garnered  up,  where  the  very  dust  is  in- 
stinct with  holy  memories,  where  our  work-day  walks,  our 
places  of  business,  and  our  scenes  of  pleasure,  remind  us  of 
the  sainted  dead.  And*  if  any  spot  on  earth  needs  the  ut- 
most combined  energy  of  all  Christian  philanthropists  and 
patriots,  it  is  that  vast  garden  of  our  land  where  countless 
multitudes  seek  a  new  home  upon  a  virgin  soil,  unfettered 
by  tradition,  sanctified  by  the  presence  of  no  past,  welcomed 
by  no  established  religious,  intellectual,  social,  charitable  in- 
stitutions, restrained  by  no  overwhelming  public  sentiment, 
no  settled  moral  tone,  but  exposed  to  sensual  influences,  ab- 
sorbed in  care  of  the  body,  tempted  to  animal  indulgence  as 
the  only  pleasure,  beset  by  infidel  suggestions  on  the  one 
hand  and  Romish  institutions  on  the  other,  and  yet  de- 
creed by  inevitable  destiny  to  determine  our  future  as  a  na- 
tion, to  direct  in  one  generation  more  the  legislation  of  the 
country,  and  make  of  this  goodly  temple  of  liberty,  this  ge- 
nial home  of  humanity,  this  favored  altar  of  our  faith,  what- 
ever the  missionary  philanthropy  of  our  day  determines  it 
must  be.  God  grant  that  we  may  be  faithful  to  our  oppor- 
tunity and  our  duty,  to  ourselves,  our  country,  our  Saviour, 
and  our  God  ! 

The  Executive  Committee  have  endeavoured  to  bring 
within  the  narrowest  possible  limits  such  a  review  of  the 
history  of  the  Association,  from  its  formation  to  the  present 
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hour,  as  might  remind  its  friends  of  the  changes  throagfa 
which  it  has  passed,  and  the  services  it  has  rendered  in  the 
diffusion  of  Christian  truth  and  righteousness.  They  might 
here  close  their  Report  But  they  are  so  strongly  im* 
pressed  with  the  thoughts  which  arise  on  any  notice  of  the 
last  quarter  of  a  century,  that  they  cannot  refrain  from 
drawing  attention  to  the  memorable  character  of  this  pe-> 
riod.  No  similar  space  of  time  in  the  annals  of  civiliza* 
tion  is  marked  by  clearer  signs  of  intellectual  activity  and 
social  progress.  The  discoveries  that  have  been  made  in 
science  and  the  arts  fill  us  with  astonishment  at  the  extent 
to  which  human  knowledge  has  been  carried,  while  they 
inspire  gratitude  to  the  Being  who  has  provided  for  man 
so  many  means  of  comfort  Political  science  has  been 
greatly  advanced,  and  changes  in  the  internal  relations  of 
states,  some  of  which  have  been  as  brief  as  they  were 
sudden,  have  enkindled  new  hopes  in  hearts  that  3ream  for 
the  universal  establishment  of  the  liberties  and  rights  of 
man.  The  religious,  as  well  as  the  political,  oonditioD  of 
Europe  has  been  full  of  promise ;  the  spiritual  despotism 
which  the  Romish  Church  has  for  centuries  exercised  has 
received  a  shock  little  less  severe  than  that  which  it  8uf« 
fored  at  the  hands  of  Luther  and  his  contemporaries ;  whOe 
the  intelligence  of  the  age,  the  spread  of  education,  and  the 
diffusion  of  a  philanthropic  spirit,  are  softening  the  ofen* 
siveness  of  sectarian  doctrines,  and  breaking  down  the  do* 
minion  of  hierarchies  and  creeds.  In  our  own  country  has 
been  witnessed  an  immense  development  of  die  material 
energies  that  belong  to  our  state  of  society,  while  the  growth 
of  the  republic,  involving  us  in  the  disgrace  of  an  ambitious, 
greedy,  and  unchristian  policy,  has  not  only  enlarged  the 
responsibilities  and  multiplied  the  resources  of  the  people. 


359  TWENTT-FIPTH  ANNUAL  REPORT.  45 

but  has  brought  into  prominence  quesUons  of  political  and 
moral  interest  inferior  in  importance  to  none  that  have 
arisen  since  the  days  of  the  Bevolution.  The  land  does 
not  wear  the  same  religious  aspect  which  it  wore  at  the 
commencement  of  this  generation.  There  is  more  free- 
dom, if  not  more  variety  of  opinion,  more  practical  discus- 
sion and  less  theological  controversy,  and  an  obvious  ap- 
proach to  that  mutual  respect  which  should  exist  between 
members  of  di&rent  religious  communions.  Two  changes 
are  especially  worthy  of  notice.  The  interest  in  sacred 
criticism  has  decreased,  and  the  exegetical  study  of  the 
Bible,  which  thirty  years  ago  was  pursued  with  an  ardor 
that  promised  valuable  results,  has  fallen  into  unmerited 
neglect.  The  position  of  the  ministry  has  become  affected 
by  the  instability  of  their  professional  tenure,  and  the  influ- 
ence as  well  as  the  comfort  of  the  clergy  has  been  serious* 
\y  impaired.  Nor  has  the  reaction  which  we  believe  must 
take  place  in  regard  to  both  these  subjects  yet  begun. 

The  progress  of  our  own  denomination  in  numbers,  influ- 
ence, religious  activity,  and  the  cultivation  of  a  devotional 
spirit,  has  not  equalled  the  hopes  of  many  among  us,  whose 
expectations,  perhaps,  outran  the  foresight  of  a  sober  judg- 
ment. Yet,  when  we  consider  the  peculiarity  of  our  posi- 
tion, the  hostility  of  all  the  principal  sects  which  we  at 
onoe  drew  upon  ourselves,  the  atmosphere  of  intense  world- 
liness  in  which  all  religious  action  has  been  compelled  to 
bold  its  inconstant  life,  and  the  tenacity,  as  honorable  in  its 
purpose  as  sometimes  disastrous  in  itB  efiects,  with  which 
we  have  clung  to  our  central  principle  of  individual  respon- 
aibleness,  with  the  rights  of  thought  and  speech  which  it 
guarantees  to  every  man,  we  have  less  reason  than  might 
at  first  appear  for  self-reproach,  and  none  for  discourage- 
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ment.  If  our  congregations  are  not  very  much  more  nu- 
merous than  they  were  twenty  years  ago,  the  influence  of 
the  opinions  we  have  advocated  is  perceptible  througfaout 
the  land.  Upon  points  of  faith  our  statements  have  been 
slightly  modified ;  and  the  diversity  of  views  among  us, 
while  it  embarrasses  or  delays  concerted  action,  is  a  noble 
testimony  to  our  respect  for  conscientious  difierence  of 
opinion. 

In  a  review  of  the  twenty-five  years  that  have  elapsed 
since  the  origin  of  this  institution,  we  notice  with  special 
gratitude  two  grounds  of  congratulation,  —  in  the  quality 
and  amount  of  religious  writings  which  have  issued  from 
our  body,  and  in  the  character  of  the  men  who  have  left 
behind  thorn  names  that  we  honor  and  cherish.  Of  these 
claims  to  the  respectful  and  cordial  regard  of  others,  we 
may  speak  without  the  imputation  of  vanity.  No  religioos 
connection  of  the  same  extent  has,  in  its  periodical  litera* 
ture  or  its  occasional  pamphlets,  shown  more  vigor  of 
thought  or  industry  of  the  pen,  while  the  larger  works  that 
have  been  given  to  the  public  proclaim  the  scholarship  and 
the  integrity  of  our  writers.  We  need  not  name  the  volumes 
of  sermons,  the  biographical  sketches,  the  ethical  works, 
the  contributions  to  Christian  belles-lettres,  or  the  more 
elaborate  productions  of  the  study,  enforcing  the  claims  of 
the  Scriptures,  or  throwing  light  on  their  character  and 
meaning,  which  have  come  from  our  authors.  We  point  to 
their  number  and  excellence  with  a  satisfaction  which  we 
need  not  attempt  to  conceal. 

Of  the  men  who  have  gone  from  us  it  is  difficult  to  speak 
without  tears  of  grateful  emotion.  Worthy  and  noble  have 
they  been,  each  in  his  sphere,  and  with  his  peculiar  gifts 
and  graces  of  personal  character,  illustrating  the  law  of  the 
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Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus.    Of  the  fearless  but  modest 
BaocroA,  the  first  President  of  this  Association,  of  the 
apostolic  Worcester,  the  judicious  Porter,  the  learned  Har- 
ris,  the    venerable    Ripley,   the    courteous   and    dignified 
Thayer,  the  amiable  and  diligent  Abbot,  of  Kirkland,  in 
whom  benignity  and  wisdom  found  the  happiest  union,  of 
Ware,  the  candid  controversialist  and  venerated  instructor, 
of  Parker,  the  most  faithful  of  pastors,  of  Greenwood,  the 
cherished  preacher  and  friend,  of  the  younger  Ware,  the 
example  to  his  brethren  of  devoted  fidelity  to  every  walk 
and  opportunity  of  usefulness,  of  Channiog,  who  wrote  his 
own  imperishable  memorial  in  the  service  ho  rendered  to 
freedom  and  religion,  of  Pollen,  whose  excellence  inspired 
admiration  while  it  won  our  love,  of  Tuckerman,  whose 
monument   is   the  Ministry  at  Large,  of  the  Whitmans, 
brothers  in  energy,  and  the  Peabodys,  brothers  in  holiness, 
of  Wells  and  Withington,  whose  brief  ministries  will  not 
soon  be  forgotten,  and  of  others,  not  less  honored  or  dear  in 
remembrance,  we  cannot  now  speak  as  our  hearts  move  us. 
To  Lowell,  the  firm  and  able  defender  of  a  maligned  cause, 
to  Parker  and  Howe,  expounders  of  the  law  of  the  land 
and  servants  of  the  law  of  God,  to  Haven,  whose  name  is 
inwoven  with  the  history  of  our  Sunday  schools,  to  Sal- 
tonstall,  as  true  in  heart  as  strong  in  mind,  to  Smith  and 
Davis,  in  whom  old  age  wore  its  fairest  aspects,  to  Patter- 
son and  Stone,  whose  early  excellence  was  ripe  for  heaven, 
to  the  learned  and  eloquent  Story,  who  once  presided  over 
our  institution,  to  the  zealous  and  indefatigable  Higginson, 
to  Vaughan,  whose  life  was  spent  for  others,  to  Goodhue,  of 
an  unimpeachable  integrity  and  unstinted  liberality,  and  to 
how  many  more,  —  civilians,  merchants,  scholars,  eminent 
men,  and  admirable  women, — who  have  illustrated  the  char- 
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acter  and  placed  beyond  denial  the  efficacy  of  oar  faith, 
we  can  only  allude  in  these  few  words.  Mayhew,  and  Free* 
man,  and  Buckminster,  and  Parsons,  and  their  contempo> 
raries,  who  stood  up  for  the  truth  and  free  inquiry  in  the 
early  days  of  our  religious  history,  we  may  not  even  notice 
in  this  review  of  a  subsequent  period.  Followers  all  of  the 
blessed  Saviour,  bright  patterns  of  the  Christian  life! 
**  Wherefore,  seeing  we  also  are  compassed  about  with  so 
great  a  cloud  of  witnesses,  let  us  lay  aside  every  weight,  and 
the  **  sins  of  distrust  and  sloth  which  do  **  so  eaaly  beset  os, 
and  let  us  run  with  patience,^*  even  the  patience  of  hope, 
*'  the  race  that  is  set  before  us ;  looking  unto  Jesus,  the  ao« 
thor  and  finisher  of  our  faith,  who  for  the  joy  that  was  aet 
before  him  endured  the  cross,  despising  the  shame,  and  is 
set  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of  Grod,^*  where  he 
will  welcome  his  faithful  servants,  that  they  too  may  share 
in  the  joy  which  the  Father  hath  given  him. 


ADDRESSES 


▲T  THX 


PUBLIC  MEETING  OF  THE  AMERICAN  UNITARIAN 

ASSOCIATION,  May  28,  1850. 


[The  Executive  Committee  are  indebted  to  most  of  the  speak- 
ers for  complying  with  the  request  that  they  would  prepare  their 
remarks  for  the  press.  In  a  single  instance  they  have  been  obliged 
to  avail  themselves  of  a  report  already  given  in  one  of  the  religious 
journals.] 


After  the  reading  of  extracts  from  the  Report  was  cod- 
cluded,  Sakxtbi.  Greble,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  was  called  upon 
to  address  the  audience  on  the  subject  of  **'  the  Association 
as  an  instrument  of  good  for  the  last  twenty-five  years,*' 
and  spoke  as  follows  :  — 

Mr.  President  and  Christian  Friends,  —  Aware  that  brevity 
18  fitting,  if  not  necessary,  on  occasions  like  the  present,  where 
many  are  to  speak  as  well  as  myself,  I  assure  you,  in  advance,  that 
thoogh  my  remarks  may  be  lean,  they  shall  not  be  long.  We  have 
been  reminded  by  the  Secretary,  that  this  is  the  Twenty-fifth  An- 
niversary of  the  American  Unitarian  Association.  A  quarter  of  a 
oentary  has  elapsed  since  it  was  formed.  We  have  survived  the 
perils  of  infancy  and  of  nonage,  passed  oar  majority,  and  fully  ar* 
rived  (speaking  after  the  manner  of  human  life)  at  manhood's  best 
age.  Manly  efibrts  and  deeds  are  justly  expected  from  manly  age. 
The  existence  of  our  society,  brief  as  it  is,  is  divided  into  three 
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distinct  eras  or  epochs :  the  controveiBial,  the  philanthropic,  and 
the  spiritual. 

Our  society  commenced  its  existence  in  conflict  and  toil.  And 
here  let  me  ask,  What  state  or  denomination,  worthy  of  a  place 
either  in  sacred  or  profane  history,  ever  began  to  exist  without 
conflict  and  toil  ?  Do  you  think  that  our  Pilgrim  Fathers  would 
have  been  hardier  champions  of  liberty  and  the  cross,  if  their  reo- 
erable  brows  had  been  fanned  by  the  gentle  zephyrs  of  June,  in- 
stead of  being  breathed  upon  by  wintry  tempests  and  storms !  The 
most  efficient  sects  in  Christendom  have  likewise  commenoed  ex- 
istence amid  contending  foes.  The  oldest  of  us  can  recollect  the 
time  when  Methodism  was  a  term  of  obloquy  and  reproach.  Wher- 
ever its  missionaries  went,  they  were  met  by  sturdy  opposition, 
as  enemies  of  order  and  disturbers  of  the  peace.  But  all  these 
persecutions  and  conflicts  have  given  hardihood  to  the  Methodist 
character,  and  better  fitted  its  ministers  and  its  members  to  become 
eflicient  pioneers  of  the  cross.  We,  too,  in  the  early  history  of 
our  society,  had  our  full  share  of  trials,  conflicts,  and  toils.  But, 
thank  Heaven,  I  trust  they  have  done  our  denomination  mneh  good. 
In  those  stormy  days  our  meeting*'houseB  were  any  thing  but  chap* 
els  of  ease,  and  our  pulpitrcushions  were  far  from  being  downy 
pillows  for  a  recumbent  clergy  to  lean  upon,  while  they  drawled 
out  drowsy  sermons  to  sleepy  hearers. 

This  was  the  controversial  age  of  our  denomination.  The  fruits 
of  this  period  are  some  of  the  ablest  defences  of  our  common  Chris- 
tianity, as  well  as  of  our  own  peculiar  views,  which  can  be  found 
in  any  denomination.  They  are  worthy  to  be  placed  in  the  same 
alcove  of  our  libraries  that  contains  the  writings  of  the  Fratzes 
Poloni,  who  were  the  earliest  champions  and  defenders  of  the 
Unitarian  faith.  These  polemical  writings  have,  by  their  logie 
and  arguments,  obtained  for  us  footing  on  the  terra  firma  of  our 
Common  Christendom,  so  that  we  are  now  no  longer  considered 
as  interlopers  and  tenants  at  will ;  but  our  rights  are  recogniied 
and  respected  as  owners  in  fee  simple  of  some  portions  of  Chris- 
tian territory  and  soiL    I  do  not  mean  to  claim  fbr  our  society  the 


265  TWSIITT-PIFTH  ANNUAL   BEFOBT.  51 

paternity  and  support  of  aU  these  writers  and  their  productions ;  but 
this  I  do  say,  that  while  the  authors  of  these  works  have  been 
cheered  and  encouraged  in  their  arduous  labors  by  the  officers  of 
your  society,  these  writings  have  been  widely  diffused  by  funds 
drawn  from  its  treasury.  A  distinguished  prelate  in  the  Anglican 
Church,  Archbishop  Tillotson,  many  years  ago  highly  extolled  the 
Christian  good  temper  displayed  in  the  early  propagators  of  the 
Unitarian  ikith,  though  he  added,  as  a  qualification  of  his  commen- 
dation, that  it  was  worthy  of  a  better  cause.  I  think  any  one  con- 
▼ersant  with  their  writings  must  allow  that  their  successors  are  en* 
titled  to  like  commendation  for  their  meek  and  charitable  spirit,  ss 
well  as  for  their  sound  arguments  and  cogent  logic.  Though  the 
heat  of  religious  controTcrsy  has  somewhat  abated,  enough  of  its 
spirit  remains  to  remind  us  that  we  are  still  members  of  the  Church 
militant  on  earth,  rather  than  members  of  the  Church  triumphant 
in  heaven.  Our  position  (except  in  the  outposts  of  ova  denomina* 
lion)  is  now  one  of  armed  neutrality,  and  not  of  aggressive  hos* 
tility.  The  era  of  controversy  was  the  prelude  to  the  philanthropic 
age.  Our  position  in  Christendom  being  defined,  those  energies 
which  were  needed  for  existence  and  defence  could  now  be  ap* 
pfopiiated  to  such  philanthropic  eflforts  as  were  demanded  by  the 
exigencies  of  the  age.  Our  denomination  has  not  shrunk  from  its 
responsibility  in  these  respects.  Our  hospitals,  our  peace  and  tem- 
perance societies,  will  bear  honorable  testimony  to  our  fidelity  and 
zeal.  While  other  sects  have  shared  in  our  labors  and  struggles 
against  the  besetting  sins  and  evils  of  the  times,  there  is  one  insti- 
tution which  owes  its  paternity  to  us. 

I  now  allude  to  the  Ministry  at  Large,  one  of  the  most  Chris- 
tian and  Apostolic  instrumentalities  of  the  age.  Other  sects,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  following  in  our  wake,  have  now  theit  minis- 
tries to  the  poor.  Our  society  adopted  this  child  of  Unitarian  ori- 
gin, and  became  its  foster  parent,  by  contributing  largely  to  its  sup- 
port. Under  its  influence  and  with  its  aid,  Tuckerman  and  his  col- 
leagues entered  the  humble  dwellings  of  the  deserted  and  aban- 
doned, as  well  as  the  tenements  of  the  virtuous  poor,  and  by  the 
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logic  of  love  compelled  them  to  enter  the  Chriatiui  fold.  If  our 
denominstion  and  society  had  done  nothing  more  than  thia^  tfaej 
would  have  been  well  entitled  to  the  Christian  name  for  one  of  the 
best  Christian  enterprises  of  this  or  any  sge. 

The  third  epoch  in  onr  society  is  the  spiritual  age.  Would 
to  Heaven  that  I  oonid  describe  from  actual  life  the 
wished-for  age.  Under  a  sense  of  short-comings  and  defidei 
it  is  fitting  that  our  words  here  should  be  modest  and  lew.  I  will 
only  say,  that  I  trust  the  oonfereaee  and  prayef  meetings,  whidk 
have  been  adopted  by  us,  are  the  harinogera  of  a  brigiiter  day. 
Under  the  influence  of  these  meetings,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  many 
have  been  awakened  to  a  sense  of  their  sin^  and  have  beoane 
more  prayerful  and  spiritual  in  their  lives. 

In  condusion,  let  me  bespeak  your  countenance  and  aid  for 
this  society,  which  was  established  by  the  labors  and  ptaycts  of 
Channing,  Ware,  Tuckerman,  Greenwood,  and  other  profesBois  of 
onr  faith,  who  are  now  in  heaven.  Cultivate  this  tree  of  their 
planting ;  breathe  upon  its  branehes  the  wann  breath  of  yoor 
sympathy,  confidence,  and  love ;  fertiliie  its  roots  with  yoor  gold, 
silver,  and  copper  dust. 

If  yon  and  our  successors  will  only  do  this,  whoever  ahafl  sor- 
vive  to  witness  its  centennial  anniversary  will  then  find  it  potliiig 
forth  fresh  leaves  and  blossoms,  and  yielding  firait  in  its  ohi  age, 
alike  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  man. 

Sev.  Samuel  OaGOOD,  of  New  York,  was  next  iovited  to 
speak  on  **  the  progress  of  theological  opioioo  and  the  xetig* 
ious  sentiment  among  us  during  the  period  '*  under  notice. 
His  remarks  were  as  follows :  — 

That  the  too  flattering  words  in  which  yon  have  introduced  me 
may  not  be  whoUy  belied,  it  is  but  fair  to  say  that  I  have  stepped  in 
at  the  eleventh  hour  to  take  an  abler  man's  place,  and  that  I  most 
needs  speak  of  this  important  subject,  the  progress  of  theology 
and  the  religious  sentiment  during  the  period  under  review,  in  a 
very  desultory  manner. 
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Twenty-five  yean !  An  eventful  period  to  ns,  indeed,  both  w 
indmdaals  and  aa  a  denomination.  We  have  bad  our  ups  and 
downs,  our  encouragementa  and  discouragements,  yet  by  Heaven's 
kind  favor  we  stand  here  with  abundant  cause  of  gratitude,  and 
not  without  hope  review  our  course.  Twenty-five  years  ago,  those 
of  us  who,  without  any  undue  assumption  of  youth,  may  be  styled 
tniddle-aged  men,  were  schoolboys  of  ten  or  twelve,  and  beginning 
to  think  seriously  of  theological  opinions.  Some  of  us,  I  can  well 
temember,  were  full  of  the  Trinitarian  controversy,  and  were  hunt- 
ing the  Bible  in  search  of  texts  to  substantiate  our  views.  Then 
came  a  period  of  still  more  anxious  discussion,  when  we  looked 
beyond  the  instructions  of  our  teachers,  beyond  our  catechisnis  and 
chnrehes,  into  the  very  foundations  of  belief.  The  times  questioned 
QS  hardly,  and  the  facta  of  acience  and  the  phenomena  of  nature 
in  its  constant  cycle  of  life  and  death  started  doubts.  We  took 
quite  radical  ground,  and  looked  boldly  into  the  fkoe  of  the  minis^ 
lers,  as  if  to  ask  them  who  they  were  and  why  they  taught.  We 
wished  to  know  why  we  should  respect  the  Church,  and  why  ac- 
cept the  Scriptures.  Thus  we  had  our  part  in  that  movement 
which  has  been  so  significant  in  New  England  during  the  last 
quarter^entury, — the  investigation .  of  the  foundations  of  faith. 
We  found  helpers  of  all  sorts.  Some  bade  us  believe  because  it 
was  a  sin  to  doubt ;  others  rested  the  claims  of  Christianity  solely 
upon  critical  and  historical  researches ;  others  shghted  the  histori- 
cal element,  and  insisted  chiefly  on  the  ethics  of  the  Gospel  and  its 
appeal  to  a  moral  sentiment  in  mam  They,  however,  who  met 
our  want  most  wisely  taught  us  to  recognise  a  religious  faculty 
in  OUT  souls,  to  which  God  appeals  both  in  his  works  and  his  word. 
Here  we  found  great  comfort,  and  were  glad  to  be  receivers  of  the 
spiritual  philosophy  so  conspicuous  in  our  time.  But  now  a  great 
point  was  to  be  decided  in  the  minds  of  many.  We  believed  in  a 
spiritual  hcvliyf  a  religious  sentiment  in  man,  a  light  within,  that 
bore  witness  of  God.  Was  this,  however,  enough  ?  Some  thought 
that  it  was  enough,  or  that  it  needed  only  such  aids  as  nature  and 
philosophy  could  give.    But  some  of  us  went  farther.    We  were 
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not  mtisfied  with  the  dreams  of  Socrates  and  the  gnesaea  of  Cicero ; 
we  were  not  willing  to  regard  the  Son  of  God  aa  but  a  wiae  and 
good  man,  —  a  new  name  added  to  the  list  of  the  world's  sages. 
The  existence  of  a  religiona  capacity  within  our  aouls  moved  as  to 
believe  that  God  must  have  provided  for  ita  gnidanee  in  some  oa- 
equivocal  manner,  and  to  look  with  new  respect  upon  the  dairas 
of  revelation.  Our  transcendentalism  led  ua  to  revelation  as  the 
transcendent  fact,  and  we  reposed  in  Christ  aa  the  Word  of  God 
to  man.  Of  those  who  did  not  go  so  far,  but  who  reated  in  a  kind 
of  natural  spiritualism,  I  will  not  say  aught  in  disparagement.  Nay, 
when  I  think  of  their  personal  ezoellence  and  intellectual  gifts,  I 
am  often  tempted  to  be  proud  of  them, — proud  of  those  among^  us 
called  most  heretical,  although  they  must  pardon  me  for  thinking 
that,  like  the  vnnds  which  play  truant  from  the  spiee-islandsy  they 
bear  with  them  in  their  wandering  not  a  little  of  the  fragrance  of  the 
home  they  have  left.  Nor  will  we  condemn  thoae  who  went  farther 
than  we  did, — the  few  who  found  rest  or  hoped  to  find  it  in  the 
arms  of  Rome  or  England.  We  thought  that  we  could  trust  in 
Christ  without  calling  any  man  roaster. 

Exploring  the  foundations  of  faith  and  the  natnre  of  the  lelig^ 
ions  sentiment,  we  were  led  Xo  views  of  Christianity  more  sacred 
than  the  old  liberalism  and  more  rational  than  the  old  orthodoxy. 
Following  the  yearnings  of  our  own  hearts,  and  not  without  aid 
from  select  minds  in  many  quarters,  we  called  Chriat  our  Saviour 
as  we  had  not  done  before.  We  could  not  call  him  the  Supreme 
Grod,  but  through  him  and  within  him  we  found  the  father  and 
the  way  of  life.  Thus  a  more  satisfying  Christology  grew  up  be- 
fore us,  —  a  doctrine  of  Christ,  ethical  and  rational  indeed,  but 
more  than  this,  devotional,  evangelical.  More  heartily  than  in  any 
arbitrary  form  we  could  seek  the  mercy-seat  in  the  name  of  the 
Son,  and  join  in  the  hymns  of  faith  and  love  that  have  for  ages 
breathed  the  piety  and  charity  of  the  Church.  Calvinism, — the 
whole  system  of  scholastic  and  dogmatic  Trinitarianiam,  —  we  liked 
as  little  as  ever ;  and  in  its  overstrained  formulas,  it  seemed  to  us 
to  have  the  worst  faults  of  the  dry  rationalism  that  we  had  re- 
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jected,  and  to  rest  rather  upon  a  theory  of  man  than  upon  a  fact 
of  God.  As  to  Chriat's  nature,  there  was  much  in  it  that  we  did 
not  presume  to  comprehend  or  define.  What  Divine  manifestation 
can  we  define  ?  —  nay,  who  can  fully  define  his  own  soul  or  his  neigh- 
bour's 1  Who  shall  define  hy  any  exhaustive  analysis  the  whole 
contents  of  that  being  in  whom  the  Father  dwelt  as  with  none 
other  ?  We  believed  that  God  was  and  is  in  Christ,  and  had  peace 
and  joy  in  believing. 

The  Scriptures  became  more  luminous  and  refreshing.  We  did 
not  find  our  regard  for  them  dependent  upon  the  turn  of  a  comma 
or  the  erasure  of  a  letter.  We  found  the  great  principle  of  Uni- 
tarian Christians  enough  for  us,  confirmed  as  it  is  now  by  the  tes- 
timony of  scholars  of  every  name,  —  that  the  Bible  is  the  record 
of  revelation,  that  the  sacred  treasure  is  in  an  earthen  ressel,  full 
of  the  marks  of  the  times  and  persons  through  whom  it  came,  yet 
none  the  less  surely  holding  the  waters  of  life. 

As  already  hinted,  the  devotions  of  our  churches  breathed  a  new 
spirit.  Our  hymn-books  —  those  compiled  at  the  time  of  the  rising 
opposition  to  the  old  orthodoxy — seemed  negative  and  cold, — 
at  best  a  transcript  of  the  Hebrew  psalms,  —  too  ofVen  recognizing 
God  only  as  the  Lord  of  nature,  and  slighting  his  great  and 
erowning  manifestation  in  Jesus  Christ,  —  slighting  the  precious 
promise  of  the  Spirit,  the  gifl  of  the  Comforter.  The  change 
in  the  tone  of  our  devotional  poetry  is  matter  of  history,  and 
the  hymn-books  now  passing  into  use  are  full  of  Christ,  full  of  the 
faith  and  hope  that  are  in  him,  full  of  the  communion  with  the 
Father  opened  by  his  life  and  death  and  resurrection. 

Our  church  life  in  general  has  felt  this  renewing*  influence. 
Preaching,  without  in  the  least  lowering  its  philosophical  and  ethi- 
cal tone,  has  urged  more  earnestly  the  peculiar  points  of  the  Gos- 
pel, especially  the  mediation  of  Christ  In  this  we  have  found 
much  sympathy  with  the  best  minds  of  the  Old  World  and  the 
New,  and  in  men  nominally  orthodox  we  find  our  views  of  the  one 
God,  and  of  Christ,  his  Word,  abundantly  confirmed.  We  find 
solace  in  the  thoughts  of  the  best  minds  of  Germany,  especially  of 
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the  modem  Etrangetieal  school,  —  in  Sehleiermaeher,  noi  ■  piiidie> 
ist,  — in  UUtnan  and  othen,  eloquent  and  learned  in  defence  of  the 
faith, — in  men  not  a  few  among  the  liTing  writers  of  Eng^Und,  New 
and  Old. 

The  young  people  of  our  pariahee  haTo  ahaied  in  this  moTement, 
and  ask  a  more  positiye  ministry  of  religion  than  merel  j  crit- 
ioal  learning  or  acute  moraliiing  can  give.     So  fior  as  I  hare 
known  them,  they  desire  that  more  should  be  made  of  chniefa  aaao- 
eiations  and  ordinances.    For  myself,  alike  from  temperament, 
conviction,  and  obsermtion,  I  am  a  belierer  in  church  aolioo  ;  —  a 
Unitarian  church-man  I  am  willing  to  be  called.    With  forma  of 
spiritual  despotism  I  have  little  affinity,  but  the  Gospel  in  its  free^ 
dom  and  charity  calls  for  our  union  in  him  who  is,  under  God,  oar 
Head,  and  we  find  each  other's  souls  as  we  meet  in  Christ.     New 
interest  attaches  to  the  font  of  baptism  and  the  table  of  oomman'^ 
ion.     Our  youth,  notwithstanding  their  frequent  waywaidness, 
desire  to  be  Christians,  and  want  more  than  a  dogma,  more  than  a 
theory,  to  satisfy  them.    The  great  thing  with  ua  now  is  to  meet 
the  want.    The  children  have  not  the  theological  bias  which  was 
so  prominent  with  their  fathers,  and  which  gave  many  of  our  con^ 
gregations  such  a  stamp  of  uniformity.    They  have  all  the  dements 
that  are  to  be  found  in  Christendom,  and  can  be  ministered  to  onJy 
by  a  religion  as  broad,  as  catholic,  as  the  Goq»el  itself.    Here,  for 
example,  is  a  man  who  many  years  ago  came  to  one  of  our  sode* 
ties  to  get  rid  of  orthodoxy,  hating  the  sound  of  theology.    Hb 
Son  rises  up  with  fkr  different  wants,  asks  to  be  instructed  in  the 
elements  of  positive  Christianity,  and  by  every  means  of  knowledge 
and  persuasion  to  be  saved  from  constant  temptation.    Here  is 
another  man,  interested  in  one  or  two  refonns,  whose  eye  bright- 
en9  only  when  strong  drink  or  war  is  denounced,  and  whose  ear 
doses  at  the  mention  of  faith  and  communion.    But  his  daughter 
is  wholly  of  ditferent  mould.    She  craves  a  religion  specific  in  its 
devotional  requirements,  spiritud  in  its  foundationa,  and  asks  to  be 
led  to  Christ  with  a  yearning  like  that  whidi  sent  the  devout 
Guyon  to  ooosult  with  Fenelon,  or  Theresa  to  mt  at  the  feet  of 
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Francis  Borgia.  We  must  meet  these  and  like  wants.  We  must 
have  eharches,  not  lecture-rooms ;  we  must  preach  a  gospel,  not 
assert  opinions  or  parade  speculations.  The  new  light  of  our  age 
we  will  not  disparage;  but  all  science  and  all  action  shall  be 
consecrated  by  faith.  No  worthy  interest  of  humanity  will  we 
slight,  but  rather  show  our  honor  for  humanity  by  our  reverence 
for  God,  and  serve  man  in  serving  Christ  and  his  Church.  All 
honor  to  the  faithful  pastors  who  are  helping  and  have  helped  us 
in  this  work.  Great  thinkers  and  great  truths  we  need  and  have 
had.  But  the  great  need  is  to  make  familiar  truth  living  and  prac- 
tical. Honored  be  the  name  of  him  whose  fame  has  made  this 
pulpit  illustrious,  —  honored  for  the  works  of  his  gifted  pen,  more 
honored  for  the  work  of  his  ministry,  when  he  did  a  pastor *s  duty 
and  led  his  people  in  the  way  of  life  ! 

John  G.  Palfret,  LL.  D.,  of  Cambridge,  was  then  re- 
quested to  speak  on  *'  the  character  of  those  who  have  been 
worthy  and  prominent  among  us.^'  We  can  give  only  a 
sketch  of  his  remarks,  taken  from  the  Christian  Inquirer. 

Without  a  syllable  of  response  to  the  unexpected  and  flattering 
terms  by  which  he  had  been  introduced,  he  would  proceed  at 
once  to  the  subject  on  which  he  was  to  speak.    At  the  occur- 
rence of  the  twenty-fiflh  anniversary  of  the  Association,  it  had 
been  thought  proper  to  look  to  him,  as  one  of  the  few  surviv- 
ors of  those  in  the  ministry  in  this  city  at  or  before  the  time  of 
its  establishment,  for  a  few  references  to  the  past.     He  qame  into 
the  ministry  about  thirty-two  years  since.    There  were  then  here 
only  ten  Congregational  churches.     The  year  after  his  ordination 
the  **  Christian  Disciple  "  passed  from  the  charge  of  Dr.  Noah 
Worcester,  and  was  intrusted  to  a  few  associates,  as  the  organ  for 
the  communication  of  their  views   on  questions  then   agitating 
the  minds  of  many.    Three  years  had  elapsed  since  the  Unitarian 
controversy  began.    In  1819,   the  first  Unitarian  church  in   a 
Southern  State,  that  in  Baltimore,  was  established.    This  was 
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also  the  first  out  of  New  England,  except  those  in  Philadelphia, 
Northumherland  (PennsylTania) ,  and  Treoton  (New  Jersey ) .  On 
the  return  of  the  connoil  from  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Spaiks, 
at  Baltimore,  Dr.  Channing,  aided  part  of  the  day  hy  the  apeaker, 
preached  in  a  hall  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  from  this  serrioe 
sprang  successiYely  the  two  churches  in  that  commercial  metrop- 
olis, and  the  one  in  the  neighbouring  city  of  Brooklyn.  At  the 
period  of  which  he  now  spoke,  memory  called  up,  as  among  the 
elders,  Dr.  Ripley  of  Concord  ;  Dr.  Prince  of  Salem,  who  laiely 
appeared  at  the  annual  meetings;  Dr.  Osgood  of  Medford,  a 
moderate  Calvinist,  but  a  liberal-minded  man ;  Dr.  Bancroft  of 
Worcester ;  Dr.  Thayer  of  Lancaster ;  Dr.  AUyne  of  Duxbury ; 
Dr.  Abbot  of  Beverly  ;  Dr.  Porter  of  Roxbury  ;  Dr.  Harris  of 
Dorchester.  Seemingly  as  old  as  these,  because  alike  in  youth, 
middle  life,  and  age  he  wore  his  white  locks, — the  hoary  head, 
which  in  his  case  was  always  in  the  way  of  lighteousneas,  —  be 
might  allude  to  our  Tenerable  friend  of  Brookline,  who  has  so 
recently  departed.  Dr.  Freeman,  of  King's  Chapel,  did  not 
strictly  belong  to  us  ;  yet  he  was  most  liberal  and  catholic.  It 
has  been  said  of  him,  that  he  was  the  first  of  the  Unitarians  in 
New  Ekigiand.  All  honor  to  him  for  the  very  many  things  for 
which  honor  is  most  richly  his  due.  Yet  this  statement  is  not 
correct.  Uaitarianism  here  did  not  first  spring  up  in  the  Episco- 
pal Church.  A  forest  of  its  roots  already  existed  in  the  inclosure 
of  Congregationaltsuk  No !  not  in  the  indosure ;  he  would  take 
that  back,  —  but  in  the  keep,  the  park,  the  unimpaled  common  of 
Congregationalism.  Congregationalism  has  no  inchsure.  Thea 
there  were  Dr.  Parker  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire;  Mr. 
Foster  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  known  personally  to  few 
at  the  North ;  Bailey  of  Greenfield ;  Damon  of  Lunenburg ; 
Abbott  of  Salem;  his  successor,  Dr.  Brazer;  Dr.  Greenwood, 
and 'Dr.  Follen.  These  were  his  seniors,  with  the  exception,  pe> 
haps,  of  the  last.  Of  his  juniors  were  the  two  Peabodys ;  the 
two  Whitmans ;  and,  younger  yet.  Wells  of  Kennebunk  and 
Groton;  Withington  of  Leominster.      There  were  others  who 
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sastained  other  relations  to  the  puUic,  such  as  Kirkland  ;  the  twd 
Wares ;  Dr.  Tuckerman  ;  Dr.  Woicester,  the  apostle  of  peace« 
The  speaker  thus  gathered  together  a  cluster  of  saints ;  and  thoee 
who  heard  will  never  fbrget  how,  as  he  passed  along  the  bright 
list,  now  by  a  single  epithet,  fall  of  mesning,  now  by  allusion  to 
some  holy  and  special  service,  and  now  by  a  brief  description,  he 
recalled  each  of  the  translated  band,  in  his  own  pecoliar  beauty 
and  indiriduality  of  genius,  learning,  eloquence,  philanthropy,  and 
Christian  worthiness. 

One  more  name,  said  Dr.  P.,  might  be  uttered.  But  these  walls 
were  vocal  with  the  voice  of  him,  who  from  this  pulpit  preached 
to  the  circumference  of  the  world.  In  Christian  history  where  is 
there  one  who  has  done  more  to  put  Christianity  as  the  central 
principle  into  all  the  doings  of  men,  than  Channing  ?  He  omitted 
many  names,  ^-  he  had  mentioned  many,  but  he  omitted  many. 
The  shadows  came  so  numerous,  that  hia  vision  grew  dim.  He 
looked  alround  and  felt  like  one 

"Who  treads  alone  aoroe  banquet-ball  deeerted,"— 

a  banquet-hall  for  all  that  is  noblest,  purest,  best  in  the  soul.  But 
no,  not  deseried.  Others  have  come'  up  to  put  on  the  helmet  of 
salvation,  and  the  breastplate  of  righteousness,  —  to  take  the 
shield  of  faith,  and  the  sword  of  the  spirit,  —  to  be  clothed  with 
the  whole  armour  of  God,  and  carry  forward  the  work.  May  God 
bless  them !  May  the  God  of  the  fathers  be  the  God  of  the  chil- 
dren !  May  they  join  the  new  illumination  of  the  present  to  the 
light  of  the  past,  and  add  glory  to  the  cause  of  truth  and  peace, 
holiness,  liberty,  and  love. 

Rev.  HsNftT  W.  Bbllows,  of  New  York,  in  response  to 
a  call  from  the  chair  to  notice  **  the  contributions  we  have 
made  to  religious  literature,  and  the  influence  we  have  ex« 
erted  upon  public  opinion,^^  spoke  as  follows  :  — 

Mr.  President,  — I  shall  need  your  praise  and  your  indorse- 
ment, for  I  have  oome  prematurely  from  the  chamber  of  invalid- 
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ism  to  be  present  at  thia  meeting,  and  I  addreaa  yon  without  fit- 
ting preparation.  It  does  not  add  to  my  eonfidenoe  to  find  mjraeJf 
standing  on  the  same  platform  with  him  who  has  just  spoken,  at 
whose  feet  I  long  sat,  if  not  a  diligent,  at  least  a  docile  and  grate- 
fttl  pupil.  I  know  not  whether  we  should  feel  more  exalted  in 
viewing  ourselves  as  the  children  of  such  fathers  as  he  has  de- 
scribed, or  depressed  under  a  sense  of  the  obligations  resting  on 
the  sons  of  such  sires.  Nay,  we  may  well  feel  solicitous  lest 
their  places  should  never  be  filled  in  the  ministry,  when  those  like 
himself,  most  competent  to  succeed  them,  leave  the  pulpit  they 
have  adorned  for  posts  which  they  equally  honor,  but  which  rob 
our  profession  of  their  support ! 

I  shall  not.  Sir,  follow  the  suggestion  of  the  subject  named  in 
your  order  of  topics  so  closely  as  to  review  the  works  which  have 
proceeded  from  the  Unitarian  body  during  the  last  twenty-five 
years.  That  is  unnecessary.  In  drawing  the  portraits  of  the 
men  who  have  gone  from  us,  with  the  pencil  of  Stuart,  your  last 
speaker.  Sir,  has  made  their  works  rise  with  their  names,  and  we 
have  felt  that  the  men  and  their  writings  have  passed  at  once  under 
our  review.  I  must  content  myself  with  a  few  very  general  re- 
marks upon  the  literature  of  liberal  Christianity  in  its  connection 
with  the  position  and  prospects  of  our  denomination  and  the  situa- 
tion of  the  ministry. 

And  the  first  difficulty,  in  speaking  of  the  literature  of  libera] 
Christianity,  is  found  in  naming  any  popular  literature  of  our  time 
which  does  not  belong  to  that  school.  The  chief  obstacle  to  the 
denominational  progress  of  Unitarianism  is  the  spread  of  those 
liberal  sentiments  to  which  it  owed  its  own  birth,  but  which  have 
advanced  more  rapidly  than  it  could.  As  a  body,  we  are  but  one 
among  many  efiTects  of  the  general  emancipation  of  the  human 
mind  from  bondage,  —  and  the  love  of  intellectual  and  moral  lib- 
erty is  now  ministered  to  so  effectually  by  other  and  more  general 
means,  that  free  inquirers  and  liberal  thinkers  in  religion  are  not 
driTon  to  our  churches  and  pulpits  for  the  relief  of  their  con- 
sciences or  the  supply  of  their  wants.    It  is  surprising  to  notice 
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bow  tbe  control  of  the  moet  infloeotial  reviews  and  newspapers 
has  passed  into  the  hands  of  liberal  thinkers  in  religion.  It  wonM 
be  easf  to  specify  tbein,  and  illostrate  the  statement  that  the  most 
potent  instinments  in  the  formation  of  public  opinion  in  this  cotm- 
try  are  under  the  inspihition  of  the  libera)  school.  But  it  would 
be  an  invidious  amd  impolitic  office  to  hold  them  up  to  the  suspi^ 
eion  and  assasltof  alarmed  religionists.  Nor,  indeed,  is  it  at  aH 
probable  that  those  who  communicate  the  spirit  to  the  periofficsl 
literature  of  the  day  are  themselves  aware  of  their  actual  posi- 
tion. All  eameat  minds  in  omr  day  possessing  popular  power 
aie  under  the  inflaence  of  a  spirit  fax  greater  and  wiser  than  their 
own,  —  borne  on  a  tide  which  is  directed  by  a  mightier  hand  than 
tbeirs,  —  and  the  liberality  of'  the  cnnrent  thought  of  the  world  is 
an  evidence  that  God  is  opening  the  understandiog  of  tbe  race; 
WhOe  w6  were  greatly  in  advance  of  the  times,  our  denominational 
office  seemed  a  vastly  important  one,  and  we  dreamed  of  a  rapid 
and  an  increasing  spread  as  a  sect.  But  our  cause  has  prospered 
too  much  for  <rar  prosperity  as  a  denomination.  We  have  lost  inr- 
poftance  iothe  triwnph  of  our  oWn  principles.  Tme,  oar  efibrta 
kanre  not  been  without  a  specifio  and  great  efiect ;  nor  will  they 
cease  to  be  necessary  and  inflnential.  Our  specific  oobtribution  to 
the  liberalising  of  public  sentiment  in  general  has  been  large,  —  it 
will  remain  of  consequence  in  the  future.  We  shall  continue  to 
fonn  an  important  departmeait  in  the  ChristiBn  Cbur^,  and  must 
alMrays  have  a  high  and  sacred  office ;  but  as  the  sole  r^neseitta"* 
tivtee  of  free  thought  in  religion,  the  only  refoge  of  thinking 
ikunds,  the  chief  bulwark  of  rsl^us  liberty,— the  time  has  gone 
by  when  we  could  claim  any  such  office.  And  it  is  alike  an  honor 
to  omr  cause  and  a  proof  df  the  arduousness  of  our  iuture  laborsy 
thai  it  is  so. 

The  spread  of  a  liberal  litersture  has  not  only  diminished  the 
exclusive  importance  of  our  denomination,  but  it  has  aflbeted  the 
authority  of  the  pulpit  in  genofal,  and  changed  somewhat  the 
gvound  of  the  preacher's  office ;  and  no  other  body  is  so  sensitive 
to  thischaogeasourown.    The  detgy  are  not  the  only  thinkers  in 
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nli|;ioD  now-a-days.  Chnatiaiiity  is  not  shut  op  io  tke  drank, 
lastmetion  is  not  doled  out  solely  from  ihe  pulpit.  The  worid 
has  beoome  a  reading  world*  It  has  grown  out  of  the  contzol  of 
any  one  olass,  derieal  or  otherwise.  It  is  manifesi  thai  Ike 
eleigy  are  losing  offietal  importanoe.  The  prolessioii  steadily 
diminishes  in  attractiyeneas.  Dr.  Wayland  has  shown  na  that 
we  cannot  cheapen  theological  education  eaoogh  to  make  it  popu- 
lar; that  we  eannot  give  it  away;  nay^  that  aneh  a  bribe  as  a 
thousand  dollara  **aay,  sixteen  hundred  doUaiSt  —  said  to  be  the 
actual  sum  reoeiTOd  in  privileges  over  and  above  his  pcivate  ex- 
penditures by  every  graduate  of  the  Theological  Sokeol  ai  Cam- 
bridge—- is  not  suAcient  to  win  oaor  young  men  of  promiae  iole 
mintslerial  stodiea.  The  Report^  too,  has  apoken  of  the  graat  ^ft- 
ouky  of  obtaimag  miaiitem  for  the  West.  It  is  not  oar  diflfaalty 
alone, — all  secto  are  ezperienetng  it.  It  is  manifest  that  the  besit 
of  the  world  is  not  just  now  in  oar  calling.  We  ate  dapmrnrnd^ 
snspeeted;  our  usefulness  and  impovtanoe  qoeatioaed.  Well, 
Sir,  let  it  be  BO !  I  would  not  lure  one  single  msa  into  the  saoed 
protosion.  Let  it  faU  away !  Let  it  lose  caste  and  inflneace !  Let 
the  world  dimiaiah  its  importanoe  as  much  as  it  can !  It  wanta  ne 
petting,  aaka  no  foibearanoe.  It  haa  received  &r  more  harm  than 
profit  by  aaoh  tendemesa.  Ne !  Let  the  pveiesaion  come  into  ftir 
issue  with  the  world.  If  the  deiioal-offioe  can  be  dispensed  with, 
•—  if  it  is  net  important,  — ^  if  it  caanet  vindicate  iia  place  in  ao- 
eiety,— -let  it  periah !  If  the  wedd  ean  do  without  it,  any  better 
than  it  can  do  without  the  world,  it  ought  4o  decay*  But  I  kave  bo 
fears  of  aay  aoeh  resok.  It  is  my  firm  coavieUeii,  that  the  great 
ofltoe  of  stated  iostroction  in  leUgion  is  founded  in  the  natote  of 
man  aad  in  ihe  providence  of  Qod.  But  this  «b  not  tree  of  anany 
of  the  eiicumstanoes  that  have  characterised  the  ministerial  pro- 
lession.  And  it  is  the  deeay  of  tkeae,  and  act  efthe  ofiioe,  which 
is  now  showing  itsel£  The  world,  the  Ciospel,  caa  neither  of 
them  bear  in  this  day  the  notion  ef  two  codes  of  menbtf ,  two 
sets  of  mannersy  lor  the  laity  and  the  oleigy ,  The  minktiy  will 
deiive.le8S  and  less  support  firom  presoriptioB,  fiiom 
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of  looks,  and  peooMaiitiet  of  oostame,  and  aaeetieiam  of 
behaTionr.  Bat  it  will  have  moro  and  more  andmiity  and 
influence,  as  the  xeal  natuie  and  difficulty  of  the  Chnstian  life^ 
the  real  height  and  depth  of  a  trae  piety,  are  better  understood. 
The  application  of  the  simplest  principles  of  Christianity  to  the 
actual  business  and  duties  of  men  in  this  age  demands  a  courage, 
simplicity,  and  faith,  which  will  thoroughly  vindicate  the  impor- 
tanee  of  those  who  display  them.  We  have  not  ftllen  upon 
smooth  times ;  the  ministry  is  not  henceforth  to  preach  in  chapels 
of  esse.  It  is  a  part  of  the  popular  philosophy,  I  know,  that  the 
future  b  only  bright  Many  seem  to  think  we  have  at  length  got 
the  world  from  its  old  jolting  road  on  to  a  railway,  and  that  it  ia 
now  neoessarOyto  go  forward  with  ever-accelerating  speed  and 
security  to  a  destination  of  unspeakable  blessedness.  But  I  can- 
not join  with  theae  prophets  of  smooth  things.  There  are  enough 
elements  of  anxiety  and  difficulty  in  the  prospect.  The  awful 
p>ioblem  of  SociaHsm,  so  terrible  a  question  in  France,  is  sure  to 
present  itself  sooner  or  later  for  our  solution.  Nay,  it  has  already 
found  a  voice  on  this  side  of  the  water.  And  the  coming  gener- 
ation will  have  to  meet  it.  The  heavy  cloud  of  domestic  slavery 
bangs  portentously  in  our  horizon,  with  very  little  light  in  its 
Iblds,  —  and  we  shall  have  to  meet  that.  With  such  questions 
added  to  the  constant  sum  of  difficulty,  the  moral  and  religious 
teachers  in  this  country  never  more  needed  to  be  brave  and  prac- 
tical and  business-like  men,  who  feel  that  their  calling  rests  upon 
the  broad  basis  of  utility  and  reality,  and  who  are  ready  to  vin- 
dicate their  own  importance  by  the  common  principles  of  social 
valuation. 

But,  Sir,  I  must  not  continue  this  unpremeditated  strain.  I  see 
you  looking  at  your  watch,  and  am  reminded  of  the  narrow  limits 
of  our  time.  I  conclude  with  hoping  that,  so  far  as  our  own  body 
is  responsible,  the  liberal  literature  and  free  thought  of  the  age 
may  be  controlled  and  directed  by  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel,  ad- 
ministered by  earnest  and  faithful  men. 
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Rev.  RvasBLL  Lant  Cab:P£ntbk«  of  England,  being  next 
introdaoed  to  the  audience,  spoke  on  **  Ubitarianism  abroad 
for  the  last  tWenty^five  years,*^  in  substance  as  follows  :  — 

Sir,  —  The  black  cloud  to  which  the  last  speaker  has  alluded 
has  saddened  us,  evea  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  When 
we  contrasted  that  freedom  and  prosperity,  which  might  satuimllj 
excise  your  pride,  with  that  baneful  and  humiliating  institution,  we 
were  reminded  of  the  providence  of  God,  who  permitted  the  Apos- 
tle a  thorn  in  the  flesh,  a  messenger  of  Satan,  to  buflbt  him,  lest 
he  should  be  exalted  above  measure.  To  many  of  my  bxethreo, 
that  cloud  seemed  to  shed  so  much  of  its  darkness  even  here,  that 
they  feared  to  come  among  you ;  but  whilst  not,  insensible  of  the 
evil,  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  behold  the  rainbow  of  pramiae, 
and  to  know  that  there  was  light  which  would  dissipate  the  gloooL 
My  father's  love  for  America  made  me  well  acquainted  with  many 
who  are  honored  here.  When  I  heard  this  evening  the  names 
of  the  sainted  dead,  I  recognized  several  as  familiar  household 
words  among  us.  When  I  looked  on  him  who  uttered  them,  and 
on  you,  Sir,  and  on  others  here,  I  remembered  that  I  had  seen  you 
first  under  our  own  roof.  Nor  are  we  strangers  to  you*  I  have 
visited  many  of  your  societies  in  the  Slave  States  and  in  the  Free, 
and  have  found  there  the  products  of  my  father's  mind.  The 
great  principles  which  we  hold  in  common  on  each  side  the  ocean 
are  mitigating  the  evils  in  the  world,  and  preparing  for  their  grad- 
ual extinction.  I  have  visited  the  churches  which  were  first  estab- 
lished on  a  Unitarisui  basis,  and  have  been  reminded  that  our 
opinions  were  first  promulgated  here  by  Englishmen. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  British  and  Foreign  Unitarian 
Association  dates  back,  as  this  does,  a  quarter  of  a  century ;  but 
in  Exeter,  eight  yeais  ago,  I  attended  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
the  Western  Unitarian  Society.  Sir,  in  the  founders  of  that  society 
a  courage  was  required  which  we  are  not  called  on  to  display. 
Before  the  year  18 13,  any  persons  convicted  of  Unitarianism  were 
disabled  from  enjoying  any  office  ;  and,  after  the  second  conviction, 
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wefo  outlawed,  and  liable  to  three  yean*  impriaonment.  But  when 
the  law  of  man  and  the  law  of  God  seemed  at  Tarianee,  our  fi^ 
then  hesitated  not  which  to  obey.  It  was,  indeed,  the  boast  of  oar 
jarists,  that  Christianity  was  part  and  parcel  of  the  law  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  it  was  in  the  Toleration  Act  of  the  champion  of  freedom, 
W3fiam  ni.,  that  these  persecuting  clauses  were  enacted.  But 
die  Unitarians  held  not  such  a  notion  either  of  toleration  or  of  ChTi»- 
tianity.  The  part  must  be  less  than  the  whole.  The  Christianity 
which  is  part  of  the  law  of  a  land  must  be  subordinate  to  that 
law.  Their  aim  was  to  make  the  law  of  England  part  and  parcel  of 
Christianity ;  and  till  it  should  be  so,  they  fearlessly,  though  law* 
lessly,  held  by  Christianity.  In  1813,  a  Unitarian  could  obey  the 
law  and  his  conscience  at  the  same  time. 

Perhaps  there  was  nerer  more  zeal  manifested  among  the  English 
Unitarians  than  about  1885,  when  this  Association  was  first  estab- 
lished. Their  doctrines  were  adrocated,  not  only  by  couTerts  from 
orthodoxy,  such  as  were  their  earlier  champions,  but  by  men  whose 
religion  had  been  nurtured  under  Unitarian  influences.  As  allu- 
sion  has  been  made  to  my  father,  I  may  say  that  he  was  one  of  the 
first  English  Unitarian  writers,  who  was  not  only  a  Unitarian,  but 
the  son  of  a  Unitarian.  The  meeting-house  in  Kidderminster,  in 
which  he  worshipped  as  a  child,  and  where  my  (nend,  Mr.  Mount- 
ford,  worshipped  after  him,  was  one  of  the  earliest  which  was 
erected  for  the  maintenance  of  liberal  opinions.  He  may,  there- 
fore, be  taken  as  an  example  of  what  Unitarianism  can  do  for 
man's  heart  and  soul,  whilst  he  was  free  from  that  asperity  against 
which  a  conrert  finds  it  needful  to  striye.  'It  was  just  about  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago  that  he  ofiliciated  at  the  opening  of  the 
York  Street  Chapel,  —  the  first  for  the  promulgation  of  Unita- 
rianism in  the  West  End  of  London.  Since  that  time  our  history 
bas  been  an  eyentful  one.  In  1828,  the  Test  and  Corporation 
Acts,  by  which  the  Dissenters  were  excluded  from  most  ciril 
offices,  were  repealed;  but,  as  if  there  must  be  always  perse- 
cution somewhere,  no  sooner  were  Dissenters  freed  from  these 
grieranoes,  than  they  began  to  persecute  each  other.    The  Uni- 
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lariany  were  deaoendaats  of  a  body  which  always  popoomiod  polhi- 
oal  influenee.  We  have  never  beea  without  some  member  of  the 
ariatooracy,  and  have  had  more  of  our  number  in  the  Houae  of 
.Commona  than  all  the  other  Diaaenteia  put  together.  Other  seels 
have  used  both  their  hands  to  build  up  their  church  ;  —  we  hare 
kept  one  hand  free  to  improve  the  world.  The  result  might  be 
Anticipated.  Our  aect  ia  small,— our  worldly  influence  oompaiar 
tively  great.  As  long  as  there  was  a  heavy  pressure  on  Diseenteca, 
the  Orthodox  denominations  were  glad  of  the  talent  and  energy 
which  they  found  among  us.  When  that  preasure  vras  remoredy 
there  were  some  who  thought  that  they  might  safely  cast  ua  oiT 
and  injure  us.  The  law,  which  was  so  bad  that  it  had  been  a 
dead  letter  long  before  it  had  been  awept  away,  was  virtually  re- 
vived by  the  professors  of  freedom.  They  obtained  the  dedaion 
of  the  lawyera,  that,  aince  no  one  can  legally  do  an  illegal  act,  no 
one  could  make  a  Unitarian  endowment  before  1813 ;  and  that  no 
endowment  made  before  that  date  could  be  administered  by  Uni- 
tarians. Dedaimers  for  tolerance  wrested  from  us  Lady  Hewley^ 
fund,  worth  about  X  3,000  a  year, —  though  the  tniatees,  with  a 
liberality  characteristic  of  our  body,  had  distributed  two  tbirda  of 
it  among  the  Orthodox.  They  quarrelled  among  themselves,  how- 
ever, as  regards  the  divbion  of  the  spoil.  They  were  proceeding 
to  attack  our  other  property,  when  government,  who  saw  more 
evil  than  these  religionists  did  in  angry  and  ceaseless  litigation, 
introduced  and  carried,  about  Sive  years  ago,  the  Dissenters'  Chap- 
els Bill,  by  which  Unitarian  endowments  previoua  to  1813  were 
legalized,  and  by  which  that  period  of  twenty-five  years  which  we 
are  now  celebrating  was  made  of  importance ;  for  it  was  enacted 
that,  in  case  the  trust-deed  should  specify  no  doctrine,  (he  undis- 
puted profession  of  any  doctrine  for  the  space  of  twenty-five  years 
should  be  sufficient  security  from  attack.  This  Act  marks  an 
epoch  in  our  denominational  history.  It  enablea  us  to  live  in  peace 
with  our  fellow-Dissenters.  It  has  removed  one  cause  for  despon- 
dency, and  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  old  edifices,  and 
new  and  handsome  structures  have  been  raised  on  old  foundations. 


9B1  TWSNTY-YirXH  ANMUAIr  BBPOBT.  67 

now  that  we  know  that  they  will  not  become  the  spoil  of  the  ag- 
gpresaor.  It  gave  publicity,  through  the  diacnasioDe  in  Parliameoti 
to  the  great  principlea  which  are  the  baoia  of  our  societies ;  and  it 
zecalled  our  own  attention  to  those  prinoiplea.  We  were  reminded 
that  most  of  our  places  of  worship  were  not  erected  for  the  promul* 
gmtion  of  Unkarianiam,  but,  in  connection  with  the  nurture  of  the 
sfiiritnal  life,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  great  right  of  private  jadg* 
meat,  which,  when  freely  exercised,  so  frequently  results  in  Unita* 
nanism.  Unitarian  opinions,  during  the  last  two  centuries,  had 
▼isiled  diierent  denominations;  bujk  they  found  no  home.  At  one 
time  they  prevailed  far  moi».in  the  Church  of  England  than  among 
the  Presbyterians,  but  they  could  not  live  where  creeds  forbade 
their  truthful  utterance.  They  found  a  fit  abiding^place  among 
our  English  Preabjrterian  aoeestors,  who  had  learnt,  in  persecutioui 
to  hold  the  doty  of  firee  inquiry  and  the  sufficiency  of  Scriptture. 

If  you  ask  me.  Sir,  as  to  the  present  condition  of  our  body,  I 
own  that  I  do  not  consider  that  question  of  the  first  importance. 
Our  body  may  or  may  not  have  flourished  more  than  it  does  now,  but 
those  fundamental  principles  for  which  alone  it  is  worth  while  for 
our  body  to  live  have  never  been  more  widely  difiused  than  at  prea- 
ent.  In  numbers,  the  avowed  Unitarians  are  few,  but  they  are  in- 
fluential. Our  army,  like  Gideon's,  is  small,  but  it  may  prevaO,  for 
it  iacompoaed  of  picked  men."  Half  a  dozen  men  of  mdependent 
minda  are  stronger  than  a  thousand  of  no  minds  at  all.  Do  I  mean 
that  men  of  other  sects  have  no  minds  ?  Far  from  me  be  such  an 
imputation !  But  many  aeem  to  have  no  mind  in  religious  matr 
tors.  They  take  Calvin 'a  mind,  or  Wesley's  nund,  and.  give  up 
their  own. 

Sir,  thia  land  ia  aacred,  to  a  Unitarian.  It  contains  the  dust  of  two 
men  who  have  done  man  than  any  others  in  these  days  to  diflfase 
end  illustrate  our  opinions.  I  have  visited  the  spot  where  Chan* 
ning  died :  I  have  also  made  a  pilgrimageto  the  last  resting-place 
of  Priestley.  You  have  been  told  that  the  notice  here  taken  of  oni 
doctrinal  writings  in  England  first  enlisted  the  pen  of  Dr.  Chan- 
ning.    Difier  as  some  may  fnm  the  old  English  Unitarians,  with 
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NeeeMtunaiu  and  liitflridiini,  joa  aie  Mitt  the 
for  their  light.  The  Aigaad  lamp  nay  be  ignited  by  the 
Amaer  flame»  aad  Prieedey  would  lejoioe  if  a  btand  iioiii  him 
fire  ahoald  have  helped  to  kindle  the  piuer»  brighter  leetre  ef  a 
Channing. 

When  I  think  of  that  patriot,  ao  tanderly  attached  to  hie  owa 
bad,  oompelled,  oo  aeoonat  of  Ida  opimoii8»  to  fly  in  his  oU  age 
to  thia  diataat  region,  I  am  reninded  that  VkUanam  m  a  weid 
endeared  by  its  eoaflieta  wtth  ehleqny,  lepieaeh,  and  peiaecetka. 
Let  na  give  a  negative  deeeriptien  of  onr  poailioB,  and  say  ^as 
we  are  ProteelaBti,  DiaaeoterB,  NenHNAaorihera,  NfMhoonftmualak 
We  Engllah  are  said  to  love  a  good,  downright,  manly  No  f  But 
the  more  vre  think  of  il,  the  more  we  may  value  tfie  pooithre  appel* 
lation,  —  Unitarian.  We  are  Unitariana  aa  tegaida  men.  We 
wontd  not  Mend  them  in  a  oemmon  maaa,  hot  treat  them  aa  indft- 
vidnala.  In  one  important  aenae  each  man  moat  atand  akwe,  — 
hear  his  own  borden,  work  oot  hia  own  ealvadon.  We  aie  Uni- 
tariana aa  regarda  ChriaL  We  talk  not  of  hia  two  natnies.  .  It 
IB  not  GedHBMtt  who  came  to  aave  ne ;  but  *'  there  ia  one  medinler 
between  God  and  man,  the  msii  Chiiat  Jeena."  We  are  Unitaii- 
ana  aa  regarda  God.  Like  the  Jewa,  we  eay  that  He  ia  One,  with 
a  nnity  to  vrhieh  there  ia  no  oompariaon.  He  alone  eziata  nnmod- 
Ified  by  other  beinga  or  external  infioeneea.  But  how  erne  a 
eveatare  speak  of  a  unity  nndefinable,  inoompreheoaible  ?  We  are 
Unitariana  aa  vegaida  the  uaion  of  these  beinga  vrith  each  other* 
The  unite  are  to  be  united  in  a  free  harmony.  The  peifectioii  of 
eacb  separate  being  is  to  make  the  concord  more  complete.  Ba«sli 
man  is  ojte.  All  men  are  to  be  el  one,  Chriat  ia  one ;  but  vre  aie 
an  to  be  one  with  ChriaL  God  ia  one ;  but  Iheae  who  kve  dwell 
in  God,  and  God  in  them.  Hear  the  prayer  of  Jeaua  for  all  his 
diadplea; — **  that  they  all  may  be  one,  aa  thou,  Fkther,  ait  hi 
me,  and  I  in  thee,  that  they  alao  may  be  one  in  ua ;  that  they  aeay 
be  fnade  perfed  m  one.** 

Rer.  Edwabo  E.  Hale,  of  Woieetter,  was,  in  conclo- 
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sion,  desired  to  spea^  on  ''  the  present  as  a  starting-point  for 
the  future  in  regard  to  religious  thought  and  action.^* 

Mr.  Hale  said,  that,  at  that  hoar  of  the  eTeoiog,  it  would,  per« 
haps,  he  wisest  to  let  the  future  speak  for  itself.  But  if  he  were 
to  go  on,  it  must  he  undeistood  to  be  precisely  hecanse  he  had  no 
history.  He  and  his  friends,  for  whom  he  was  called  to  speak^ 
listened,  with  a  feeling  which  their  elder  brethren  could  hardly 
understand,  to  the  tale  of  the  last  thirty  years,  precisely  because 
they  were  not  actors  ia  that  history. 

As*  we  listen.  Sir,  to  that  tale  of  what,  in  contrast  to  what 
oor  English  brethren  haye  to  tell  as  of,  I  must  call  our  some^ 
what  gentle  perseentioos,  onr  tender  martyrdoms,  our  crowns 
of  rosy  thorns,  if  thorns  they  were  at  all,  —  we  listen  as  you 
lemember  to  have  listened  to  the  tales  of  men  older  ihemseWes, 
who  repeated  to  yon  in  yovr  younger  lives  their  personal  expe* 
lienoes  in  the  old  political  trials  of  the  RoTolution, —  in  the  times 
srhich  really  tried  men's  souIsl  We  listen,  I  mean,  as  to  a  piece 
of  past  histofy,  which,  except  upon  the  record,  is  done  with.  We 
came  to  our  work  as  to  something  established,  permanent,  and  fixed. 
We  fouiid  it  a  reality  before  us.  The  hartest-field  stretched  out 
plain  to  our  eyes,  and  our  sickles  were  sharpened  to  onr  hands;  so 
that  now,  as  we  look  back  upon  onr  little  efforts,  we  look  back  with 
no  martyr  in  our  number  of  whom  to  boast.  We  cannot  pretend 
that  in  that  labor  we  have  any  cross  to  bear,  as  in  the  way  which 
has  been  described,  -*  the  way  of  these  the  honored  fathers  of  our 
faith.  We  have  attempted  to  follow  them,  hand  passibus  «^t4, 
with  onr  younger  aeal.  - 

And  what  is  this  definite  position  whidi  we  find  offined  to  the 
liberal  Christianity  of  toniay,  as  the  har▼es^field  of  its  garnering  f 
Why,  it  seems  so  distinctly  laid  out  by  Providence  that  a  child 
conld  not  misunderstand.  We  find  ourselves  standing  in  a  ^ef- 
trU  of  the  greatest  activity.  Because  of  the  greatest  activity  it  is 
an  age  of  the  greatest  aspiration.  That  is  to  say,  this  day  is  in  all 
its  material  development,  in  all  its  intellectual  resources,  the  most 
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anumng,  the  nMMH  cxInordiiMury,  thmt  G^b  ejre  has  ever  lookad 
upon.  We  hftve  legvded  thk  &Gt  as  an  iofcimatioa,  dear  te  ermy 
heart,  that  each  machinery  of  action  needed  a  greater  measure  of 
2^  beneath  it  than  Ood'a  wMl  had  ever  demaaded.  And  ve  be- 
Uere  that  God  soppUea  the  toola  for  hb  laborers.  We  held  thai 
God  has  given  os  tUs  praes  whieh  has  been  spoken  of,  this  ]itei»> 
tore  which  we  hear  extolled,  and  this  palpil  of  to-day,  as  inflnemes 
Sttffieient,  as  influences  intended,  to  save  this  aetiTe  woiid,  this  in- 
t^eotual  world,  by  giving  it  just  this  element  whieh  its  actiTiiy 
requires,  —  giving  it  *'Iife  mors  abundantly."  Thetoob  ofifat 
world's  action  are  such  as  they  never  were  befoe.  The  poetry  of 
David  receivea  its  literal  aeeempUsfament  lo-day.  Tlie  omniine^^ 
ence  of  Grod  in  the  world  is  fllustratsd  even  to  ti»  eye,  hy  one  of 
his  most  amazing  agencies  of  to-day.  In  the  new  meana  by^whkdi 
he  permits  man  to  oommunieate  with  man,  and  amwuncss  his  pn^ 
dential  purposes  and  dealings  in  an  instant  from  elty  to  eifty»  de- 
stroying time,  annihilaling  spaee,  he  gives  us  in  material  symbol  an 
exhibition  of  thai  providenoe  in  which,  though  thefe  be  no  speedi, 
yet  his  voice  is  heard.  **  His  line  is  "  litszally  "  gone  out  into 
all  time,"  and  in  an  instant  '*  his  word  to  the  end  of  the  wmld." 
The  word  spoken  at  the  centre  of  this .  empne  to-day  wiH  to-«iigfat 
penetrate  into  its  most  distant  comeis.  And  ta  there  a  cliiUi  weak 
enough  to  suppose  that  tlus  larger  world  oould  be  wnlinied.  with 
the  same  measure  of  faith  and  life  which  satisfied  the  Ikik  worid 
of  two  or  three  oenturies  ago  ?  We  must  answer,  no  amck  tkimg : 
and  we  hold  it  to  be  a  special  duty  of  oun,  to  seek  to  use  the  new 
maehinery  in  giving  the  measure  of  the  Divine  life  to  eveiy  mnn. 

And  what  is  this  process  of  enlarging  the  life  of  the  time  ?  It 
is  no  longer  -^  that  is  its  peculiarity — to  address  itself,  as  of  old, 
to  masses  of  men.  The  new  activity  of  the  world  calla  out  a  mil^ 
lion  of  actors  and  workers,  where  a  century  ago  there  was  only  one. 
And,  if  again  I  may  speak  for  a  host  of  my  coatempoxariee,  —  di^ 
ferent  all  of  us  from  each  etiier  in  opinion  and  in  system,  and  yet  I 
trust  one  in  tiie  unity  of  the  spirit,  —  we  suppose  that  the  eoliveii* 
ing  of  this  generatiea  is  to  go  on,  mart  ky  mom. 
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•noes  cooung  ipon  each  separate  man.  Nor  do  we  diead  the 
inmense  duty  involTed  in  sach  action.  We  can  aee,  that,  in  aoeh 
a  vorid  as  I  have  deaeribed,  the  effect  which  aroaaea  one  man's 
life  may  be  greater  than  any  of  the  greatest  trimnphs  of  the  early 
days.  The  influences  which  were  bronght  to  bear  npon  the  life  of 
VTOTdswoith,  —  thait  Bible  of  his  which  has  been  described  to  ns,  -^ 
or  the  Christian  infloence  which  acts  in  a  life  like  Lamartine's,  — • 
why  shonld  I  not  speak  of  Charles  Dickens,  too,  that  preacher  to  the 
antipodes  1  —  a  Christian  inflaence  acting  on  any  one  such  man  as 
they,  in  this  day  of  wider  worth,  is  greater  much  in  its  effects^  as 
lar  as  hmmm  eye  can  see,  than  any  one  of  those  efibrts  of  old 
time,  when,  among  the  savagea  of  firitaiUt  St.  Austin  oenyerted 
a  nation  in  a  day. 

Nor  lurfe  we  any  ftar  that,  in  the  "vaxiety  of  operations  thos 
aoting  upon  separate  lives,  tere  wiH  be  any  breach  or  sdiim  in 
the  great  Chiistian  commonwealth  of  God.  We  beliere  in  diver- 
slcies  of  operations,  because  we  have  fiuth  in  the  power  of  that 
same  spin  Through  the  new  agenciea  of  the  time,  the  diflerent 
membem,  the  different  hmbs,  of  Christ's  body  wUl  and  must  grow 
together,*- assimilate,  not  in  forms,  but  in  lift,  and  the  whole 
living  body  grow  each  day  larger  and  stronger. 

And  now,  in  this  enlivening  duly  of  the  time,  we  feel  that 
we  of  the  liberal  communions  have  especial  advantages  and  glori«> 
OBS  responsibilities.  We  look  with  alf  regard,  vrith  all  re^ieoti 
y«B,  with  reverence,  upon  thoae  men  who  in  our  time  are  qaile 
satisfied  with  the  meaauie  of  lift  given  tiiem  by  the  oU  interpreta- 
tion of  God's  word, — the  old  formulas  of  faith.  Let  them  stand 
still,  so  long  as  that  discipline  suffices  them,  in  their  well-disciplined 
and  valiant  array,  compact  as  ever,  and  in  the  old  form  and  order. 
But  we  believe  that  God,  in  enlarging  the  aize  of  his  world,  meant 
to  enlarge  the  amount  of  instruction  to  be  gained  from  his  Son  and 
his  word.  We  seek  that  enlarged  instruction.  And  we  do  not  fear, 
we  do  not  care,  when  they  tell  us  that  we  are  only  a  straggling, 
raw,  undisciplined  militia.  We  thank  God  that  we  are.  They 
tell  us  that  we  have  no  leaders  to  show  us  the  way  to  Jesus.    We 
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thank  Gk)d  tbat  we  have  not.  We  are  williag  lo  stand  on  oar 
open  monntain  ridges,  seeking  God's,  tmth  for  ourselves,  thoogii 
•oroetimes  the  air  be  cold,  though  sometimeB  the  path  be  brokeo. 
Yet,  if  we  need  eneouiagecnent,  we  find  it  when  we  look  back  into 
the  TsUey,  where  the  sun  strikes  down  hot  apon  the  host,  and  see 
the  clo86«knit  army  of  oar  friends,  waiting  till  the  piooeera  have 
opened  their  farther  viray  for  them.  Elbow  to  elbow,  line  behind 
line,  we  see  them  arrayed  there  elosely  in  their  well-trained  batr 
lalia :  and  thongh,  in  his  moaaenta  of  earthly  ambition,  one  naight  be 
glad  to  be  a  leader  of  auoh  a  gallant  host,  who  of  us  all  would  wil- 
lingly be  one  of  those  middle  men,  who  oaonot  stop  without  being 
toampled  down  from  behind,  —  who  cannot  move  forward  without 
the  permission  of  those  before  ?  And  when  they  warn  na  of  the 
dangeia  of  isolatioa,  we  have  only,,  amid  the  cool  nightrair  of  our 
■iountain^-watohes,  to  look  round  u|Km  the  watchfivsa  of  ooi 
immenae  brotherhood  of  pioneers,  flanhing  up  there,  and  there,  and 
there,  on  every  hill-top  within  our  heiiion, —  we  have  only  lo  le- 
niember  that  one  spirit  lights  them  aU,  and  to  rejoice  in  that  unity 
of  the  spirit,  whiofa  is  our  only  bond  of  peaoe.  Nor  need  we  be 
ashamed  of  the  duty  which  Providence  givea  ua,-—  that  we  may,  aa 
we  stand  here,  welcome  those  gallaot  fellows  who  stray  up  u>  ua, 
diBBatbfied  with  the  ensigiis,  with  the  enlisting  ones,  of  the  dose- 
trained  bands  below,  crying  out  with  teara  that  they  have  been 
to  them,  and  have  not  been  satisfied  4  that  they  aaked  for  bread, 
and  were  given  opinbn ;  that  they  seek  not  the  way  only,  not 
even  the  truth  only,  but  are  psaying  for  more  abundant  Sfe. 
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ACT  OF  INCORPOEATION. 

COMMOHWEALTR   OF   MASSACHUSITTa. 

Id  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fbrty-aeren. 

An  Act  to  ineOTporaie  the  Atneriean  Ufuiarian  Astodation. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaentativea,  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  bj  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  fol- 
lows:—  Section!.  Charles  Briggs,  Samuel  K.  Lothrop,  Henry  P. 
Fairbanks,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the  American  Unitarian  Association,  with  all 
the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities,  and 
restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Stat- 
ntes;  and  said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal  estate  to  the 
value  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  devoted  exclusively  to  the  pro- 
motion of  the  interests  of  moral  and  religious  instruction.  Section  2. 
All  donations,  devises,  and  bequests  of  real  and  personal  estate,  which 
may  heretofore  have  been  made  to  the  American  Unitarian  Associa- 
tion, or  to  the  Executive  Committee  thereof,  shall  be  and  enure  to 
the  use  and  benefit  of  the  corporation  hereby  created,  to  be  appropri- 
ated, however,  to  the  purposes  designated  in  any  such  donation,  de- 
TIM,  or  bequest.  Section  3.  This  Act  shall  take  effect  fi-om  and  after 
ita  passage. 

Honse  of  Representatives,  March  3d,  1847.    Passed  to  be  enacted. 

Ebeit.  Bradburv,  Speaker. 
In  Senate,  March  4, 1847.    Passed  to  be  enacted. 

W.  B.  Calhoun,  Prestdent, 
March  4tfa,  1847.    Approved. 

Geo.  N.  Briggs, 
Secretary's  Office^  March  5, 1847. 
I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  Act 

John  G.  Palfrxt, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

BY-LAWS. 

Aeticlx  1.  The  object  of  the  American  Unitarian  Association 
shall  be  to  diffuse  the  knowledge  and  promote  the  interests  of  pure 
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ChristiaDitj  throughoat  oar  country ;  and  all  Unitarian  Christians  in 
the  United  States  shall  be  inTited  to  unite  and  eooperate  with  it  for 
that  pnrpoae. 

Art.  2.  An  annual  Bubscription  of  one  dollar  ahall  constitute  a 
peison  a  member  so  long  as  such  lubscription  be  paid,  and  a  subscrip- 
tion of  thirty  dollars  ahall  eouBtitute  a  penon  a  member  for  lile. 

Art.  3..  The  officers  shall  be  a  Presidenti  two  Vice-Presidents,  a 
Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  and  five  Directors,  two  of  whom,  at  least, 
■hall  be  laymen.  These  officers  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot,  at  the  an- 
nual  meeting,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  or  till  others 
be  chosen  in  their  stead. 

Art.  4.  These  officers  shall  constitute  an  Executive  Committee, 
who  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  each  month,  and  shall  have  charge  of 
all  the  business  and  interests  of  the  Association,  the  direction  of  its 
funds  and  operations,  with  power  to  fill  any  vacancies  that  may  oecnr 
in  their  number  between  any  two  annual  meetings,  and  to  call  special 
meetings  of  the  corporation  whenever  they  shall  deem  it  neceaaarj  or 
eipedient. 

Art.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  keep  a  iiill  record 
of  the  meetings  of  the  corporation,  and  of  the  Executive  Committee; 
to  conduct  the  correspondence  of  the  Association,  and  keep  an  aeca- 
rately  arranged  file  of  the  same ;  and  in  general  to  perform  such 
services,  to  suggest,  devise,  and  execute,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  such  plans  and  measures,  as  shall,  in  their 
judgment,  tend  to  promote  the  objects  of  the  Association,  increase  its 
usefblness,  and  enlarge  the  sphere  of  its  influence ;  and  his  salary 
shall  be  determined  by  vote  of  the  corporation  at  the  annual  meeting. 

Art.  6.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  shall  be  held  on 
the  Tuesday  before  the  last  Wednesday  in  May,  at  nine  o'clock,  A.M., 
at  such  place  in  the  city  of  Boston  as  th6  Executive  Committee  mmj 
appoint,  of  which  due  notice  shall  be  given  by  advertisement  in  two 
or  more  newspapers  published  in  Boston,  at  least  ten  days  previous. 

Art.  7.  Any  amendment  of  these  articles,  proposed  at  one  annual 
meeting,  may  be  adopted  at  the  next,  if  a  majority  of  the  members 
present  vote  in  favor  of  it. 
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The  ibllowing  clergymen  have  been  made  membera  fbr  liA  of  the 
Anociation,  by  the  donation  of  thirty  dollars  or  more,  principally 
from  ladles  of  their  respective  societies. 


Abbot,  Abiel,  D  D. 
Adams,  Edwin  G. 
Alden,  Seth 
Alger,  Horatio 
Alger,  William  R. 
Allen,  Joseph,  D.  D. 
Allen,  Joseph  H. 
Allen,  T.  Prentiss 

*  Andrews,  William 
Arnold,  Augustus  C.  L. 
Babbidge,  Charles 

*  Bancroft,  Aaron,  D.  D. 
Barrett,  Samuel,  D.  D. 
Barry,  William 

*  Bartlett,  John 

*  Bascom,  Ezekiel  L. 
Bates,  Reuben 
Bellows,  Henry  W. 
Bigelow,  Andrew,  D.  D. 
Billings,  Liberty 

*  Brazer,  John,  D.  D. 
Briggs,  Charles 
Brigbam,  Charles  H. 
Brooks,  Charier 
Brooks,  Charles  T. 
Brown,  Addison 
Brown,  J.  F. 
Buckingham,  Edgar 
Buckingham,  J.  A. 
Bnrnap,  George  W. 


Burton,  Warren 

Bush,  S.  W. 

Chandler,  Seth 

*Cbanning,  William  E.,  D.  D. 

Clark,  Amos 

Clarke,  Samuel 

Cole,  Jonathan 

*  Col  man,  Henry 
Coolidge,  James  L  T. 
Cordner,  John 
Crafts,  Etiphalet  P. 
Crosby,  Jaazaniah 
Cunningham,  Francis 
Cutler,  Curtis 

*  Damon,  David,  D.  D. 
Davis,  Hasbrouck 
Dewey,  Orville,  D.  D. 
Doggett,  Theophilus  P. 
*£des,  Edward  H. 
Edes,  Henry,  D.  D. 
Edes,  Henry  F. 

Ellis,  George  EL 
Emmons,  Henry 
Everett,  Oliver  C. 
Farley,  Frederic  A. 
Field,  Joseph,  D.  D. 

*  Flint,  Jacob 
Flint,  James,  D.  D. 
Fosdick,  David 
Fox,  Thomas  B. 


Dead. 
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Frost,  Barzillai 
Frotbingham,  William 
Furnew,  William  U.,  D.  D. 
Fuller,  Arthur  B. 
Gage,  Nathaniel 
Gannett,  Ezra  S.,  D.  D. 
Gannett,  Thomas  B. 
Gray,  Frederic  T. 
Greene,  William  B. 

*  Greenwood,  F.  W.  P.,  D.  D. 
Hale,  Edward  E. 

Hall,  Edward  B.,  D.  D. 
Hall,  Nathaniel 
Hamilton,  Luther 
Harrington,  Joseph 
Hedge,  Frederic  H. 
Hill,  Alonzo 
Hill,  Thomas 
Holland,  Frederic  W. 
Hosmer^  George  W. 

*  Howe,  Moses 
Huntington,  Frederic  D. 
Huntoon,  Benjamin 
IngersoU,  George  G.,  D.  D. 
Johnson,  Rufus  A. 

Juddy  Sylvester 
Kendall,  James,  D.  D. 
Knapp,  Frederic  N. 
Lambert,  Henry 
Lamson,  Alvan,  D.  D. 
Lathrop,  Thomas  S. 
Leonard,  Levi  W.,  D.^D. 
Lincoln,  Calvin 

*  Little,  Robert 
Livermore,  Abiel  A. 
Livermore,  Leonard  J 
Loring,  Bailey 
Lothrop,  Samuel  K. 


Lunt,  William  P. 
May,  Samuel,  Jr. 
Merrick,  John  M. 
Miles,  Henry  A. 
Moore,  Josiah 
Mor§e,  William 
Motte,  Mellish  I. 
Muzzey,  Artemas  B. 
Newell,  William 
Nichols,  Ichabod,  D.  D. 
Nightingale,  Crawford 
Noyes,  George  R.,  D.  D. 
Nute,  Ephraim 
Osgood,  Joseph 
Osgood,  Peter 
Osgood,  Samuel 
Palfrey,  Caznean 
Palfrey,  John  G.,  D.  D. 

*  Parker,  Nathan,  D.  D. 
Parker,  Theodora 
Parkman,  Francis,  D.  D. 
Parkman,  John 
•Peabody,  Oliver  W.  B. 

*  Peabody,  William  B.  O.,  D.  D. 
Peabody,  Ephraim,  D.  D. 

*  Phipps,  Harrison  G.  O. 
Phipps,  J.  H. 
Pierpont,  John 

Pike,  Richard 
Putnam,  George,  D.  D. 
Reynolds,  Grindall 
Richardson,  James,  Jr. 
Richardson,  Joseph 

*  Ripley,  Ezra,  D.D. 
Ripley,  George 

*  Ripley,  Samuel 
Robbins,  Chandler 
Robbins,  Samuel  D. 


291 


TWBNTY-FIFTB  ANNUAL   BEPORT. 


n 


Robinson,  Charles 
•B4>gers,  Timothy  F. 
Sanger,  Ralph 
Sargent,  John  T. 
Sears,  Edmund  H. 
Sewall,  Charles  C. 
Sewall,  Edmund  Q. 
Shackfbrd,  Charles  C. 
Simmons,  George  F. 
Smith,  Amos 
i^mith,  Joseph  C. 
Stearns,  Oliver 
Stebbins,  Rufiis  P. 
Stetson,  Caleb 
SteTens,  Daniel  W. 
Stone,  Edwin  M. 

*  Sfbrer,  John  P.  B. 
Sullivan,  Thomas  R. 
Sweet,  John  D. 

•  Swett,  William  G. 
Thayer,  Christopher  T. 

*  Thayer,  Nathaniel,  D.  D. 

•  Thomas,  Moses  G. 
Thompson,  James,  D.  D. 


Thompson,  James  W.,  D.  D. 
Waite,  Josiah  K. 
Walker,  James,  D.  D. 

*  Ware,  Henry,  Jr.,  D.  D. 
Ware,  William 
Waterston,  R.  C. 
Weiss,  John 
Wellington,  Charles 
*Wells,  George  W. 
Wheeler,  A.  D. 
White,  John 

White,  William  H. 

*  Whitman,  Bernard 

*  Whitman,  Jason 
Whitman,  Nathaniel 
Whitney,  Frederic  A. 
Whitwell,  WilUam  A. 
Williams,  George  A. 
Willis,  Martin  W. 
Willson,  Edmund  B. 
*Withington,  Hiran 
Woodbury,  Asa 
Young,  Alexander,  D.  D. 
Young,  Joshua 


OTHER  MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE. 


Abbot,  Ezra 
Abbot,  Harris 
Abbot,  Samuel 
Abbott,  Miss  Abigail 
Adams,  Benjamin  T. 
Adams,  James,  Jr. 
Adams,  Philip 
Adams,  Zabdiel  B. 


Alger,  Cyrus 
Alger,  Francis 
Allen,  G.  M. 
Ames,  David  W. 
Ames,  Mrs.  Daivid 
Ames,  Seth 
Andrews,  Ebeneser  T. 
Andrews,  W.  T. 


?• 
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Anthony,  Edward 
Appleton,  Charles  T. 
Appleton,  Francis 
Appleton,  J.  R. 
Appleton,  Nathan 
Appleton,  Samuel 
Aspinwall,  Samuel 
Atherton,  Charles  H. 
Baker,  Henry  F. 
Ball,  S.  S. 

Bancroft,  Mrs.  B.  D. 
Bangs,  Isaiah 
Bangs,  G.  P. 
Barker,  Joseph  A.  . 
Barnes,  D.  W. 
Barnes,  S.  H. 
Barnes,  Miss  Harriet 
Barrett,  Nathaniel  A. 
Bigelow,  Alanson 
Bigelow,  John 

*  Bird,  John  H. 
Bixby,  Miss  Keziah 
Black,  John 

*  Blake,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Blanchard,  Hezekiah 
Blanchard,  Joshua  P. 
Bliss,  Theodore 

*  Bond,  George 
Bond,  George  W. 
Boutelle,  Mrs.  D.  W. 
*Bowditch,  Nathaniel 
Bowen,  Tully  D. 
Bowles,  Samuel 
Boyd,  Francis 
Brackett,  Samuel  E. 
Bradford,  C.  T. 

*  Bradlee,  Joseph  P. 
Brewster,  Oliver 


Brewster,  William 

*  Brooks,  Peter  C. 
Brown,  Mrs.  Amy  T. 
Burgess,  Mrs.  A.  E.  P. 
Carew,  Joseph 
Cartwright,  Charles  W. 
Channing,  Mrs.  W.  E. 
Chapin,  Hanrey 
Chapman,  Edmund  A. 
Chapman,  Mrs.  Jonathan 
Chapman,  Mrs.  Mai^garet 
Child,  Mrs.  John 

*  Child,  Richards 
Child,  Mrs.  Richards 
Clapp,  Miss  Catharine 

*  Clapp,  Joshua 
Clapp,  Mrs.  Mary 
Clarke,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Cobb,  Elijah 
Coffin,  George  W. 
Col  ton,  George 
Cooke,  Mrs.  Mary  F. 

*  Coolidge,  Joseph 

*  Cotton,  John 
Cotton,  Joseph,  Jr. 
Crocker,  George  A. 
Crocker,  James  H. 
Crosby,  William 
Cushing,  T.  P. 
Cushman,  Henry  W. 
Dale,  Samuel  H. 
Dana,  Dexter 
Danforth,  Isaac 
Dascomb,  Thomas  R. 
Davis,  Charles  8. 
Davis,  James 
Davis,  James,  Jr. 
Davis,  Joseph 
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Davis,  J.  Amoiy 
Davis,  Mrs.  M.  M. 
Denny,  Daniel 
Diz,  Miss  D. 
Dorr,  John 
*Dorr,  Samuel 
Draper,  James 
Dwight,  George 
Dwight,  Mrs.  George 
Dwight,  Jonathan 
Dwight,  Mrs.  Mary 
Dwight,  William 
Eager,  William 
Edwards,  Elisha 

*  Ellis,  David 
Ellis,  Jonathan,  Jr. 
Emerson,  George  B. 
Emmons,  John  L. 
Everett,  Miss  EKza  G. 

*  Everett,  Moses 

*  Everett,  Otis 
Fairbanks,  Henry  P. 
Fairbanks,  Stephen 
Farley,  Mrs.  Frederic  A. 
Fearing,  Albert 
fisher,  Joshua 

*  Fitch,  Jeremiah 
Foot,  Homer 
Foot,  Mrs.  Homer 
Foster,  Charles  A. 
Foster,  Charles  W. 
Fowle,  C.  8. 
Fowler,  James 
Francis,  Ebenezer 
Frost,  George 
Gardner,  John 
Gardner,  John  L. 
Gaasett,  Henry 


Gilbert,  B.  R. 
Gould,  Benjamin  A. 
Gould,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Gould,  Lewis 
Grant,  Moses 
*Gray,  Harrison 
Gray,  John  C. 
Greele,  Samuel 

*  Green,  Ezra 
Greene,  Sarah 
*Hall,  Mrs.  Edward  B. 
Hall,  Jacob 

Hall,  Sarah  B. 
Hallett,  George  W. 
Hammond,  Daniel 

*  Hammond,  Samuel 
Hawes,  Prince 
Heath,  Charles 

*  Hedge,  Barnabas 
Hendee,  Charles  J. 
Hewes,  Abraham,  Jr. 
Hewett,  H.  N. 
Hickling,  Charles 
Hoar,  Samuel 
Hodges,  George 
Holbrook,  Ann  B. 
Holland,  Mrs.  F.  W. 
Holmes,  Benjamin 

*  Howard,  Abraham 
Howard,  Charles 
Howard,  John 
Howe,  Gilbert  H. 
Howe,  John 
Howe,  Zadock 
Hull,  Henry 
Hunt,  Nathaniel  P. 
Inches,  Henderson 
Inches,  Miss 
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Jackson,  Charles 
Jackson,  Francis 
Jarvis,  Mrs.  Leonard 
Jernegan,  Mrs.  Mary 
Johnson,  James 
Johnson,  Mrs.  J. 

*  Johnson,  Milton 
Jones,  Miss  Charlotte 
Jones,  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Judd,  Mrs.  Sylvester 
Kendall,  Henry  L. 
King,  Daniel  P. 

*  King,  Gedney 
King,  Samuel  B. 
Knight,  William  H. 
Knight,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Kuhn,  George  H. 
Lamson,  Benjamin 
Lamson,  Mrs.  F.  T. 
Lamson,  John 
Lane,  George 
Lawrence,  Abbott 

*  Lawrence,  Amos 

*  Lawrence,  Luther 

*  Lawrence,  William 
Lewis,  S.  S. 
Lewis,  Mrs.  S.  S. 
Lincoln,  M.  S. 
Lincoln,  Oliver 
Little,  J.  L. 
Livermore,  Mrs.  E.  D. 
Livermore,  George 
Livermore,  Isaac 
Lombard,  Ammi  C. 
Lombard,  William 

'Lord,  George 
Lord,  Ivory 
Lord,  Mrs.  Sarah  C. 


Loring,  Benjamin 

*  Loring,  J. 

*  Loring,  William  I. 
Low,  A.  A. 

Low,  Francis 
Low,  John  J. 
Low,  Mrs.  Rachel 
Lowell,  John  A. 
Manley,  Mrs.  Abigail 
Manley,  John  R. 
Manley,  Miss  Mary 
Manning,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Manning,  F.  C. 

*  Marsh,  Ephraim 
Mason,  Earl  P. 

*  May,  Joteph 
May,  Samuel 
Mellen,  Michael 
'Metcalf,  E.  W. 
Merrill,  George 
Miles,  Mrs.  Henry  A. 
Morgan,  Charles  W. 
Morton,  Ichabod 
*Mun8on,  Israel 
Newell,  J.  R. 
Newman,  Henry 
Newman,  Miss  Margaret 
Newman,  Miss  Mary 

*  Nichols,  Charles  C. 
Nichols,  Miss  C.  K 
Olmsted,  Charles  H. 
Orne,  William  W. 
Osborn,  Kendall 
Osgood,  Isaac 

*  Otis,  Harrison  G. 
Owen,  John 
Parker,  Daniel  P. 

*  Parkman,  George 
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*  Parkman,  Mrs.  Sarah 
*Par80D8,  Thomaa 

*  Parsons,  William 
Paine,  Daniel 
*Peabody,  Joseph 

*  Peabody,  Mrs.  W.  B.  O. 
•Peele,  Willard 
Perkins,  Francis 
Perkins,  Thomas  H. 
Pettes,  Henry 

Phelps,  Mrs.  Abel 

*  Phillips,  Mrs.  John 
Phillips,  Jonathan 
Phillips,  Stephen  C. 
*Pickman,  Dudley  L. 

*  Pickman,  Benjamin  T. 
Pierce,  John  B. 
Pierce, S. 

Piper,  Solomon 
Pray,  Lewis  G. 
Preble,  William  P. 
Prentiss,  John 
Prescott,  OliTcr 

*  Prescott,  William 
Putnam,  Mrs.  George 
Putnam,  Philemon 
Quincy,  Josiah 
Quincy,  Josiah,  Jr. 
Rantoul,  Robert 
Read,  James 
Rhoades,  Stephen 
Rhodes,  James  T. 
Rice,  Henry 
Richardson,  James  B, 
Roberts,  Amos  M. 
Rogers,  John 
Rogers,  John  B. 
Rogers,  John  G. 


Rogers,  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Russell,  Nathaniel 
Rathven,  Miss  Marian 
Sabine,  F.  M. 
Salisbury,  Samuel 
Saunders,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Sayage,  James 
Sawyer,  Samuel,  2d 
Seaver,  Benjamin 
^Seaver,  Charles 
Seaver,  George 
Sewall,  Mrs.  Amy  P. 
Sewall,  Daniel 
Shaw,  Francis  G. 
Shaw,  Lemuel 
Shaw,  Robert  G. 
Shaw,  W.  C. 
ShoTC,  Jonathan 
Smith,  Mrs.  Amos 
Smith,  Mrs.  D. 
Smith,  Joseph  M. 
Smith,  Melancthon 
Southwick,  Philip  R. 
Spooner,  W.  B. 
Spooner,  Mrs.  W.  B. 
Sprague,  Noah  P. 

*  Stanton,  Francis 
Stearns,  Henry 
Stebbins,  Festus 
Stephens,  Nathan 
St.  John,  Samuel 

*  Stone,  Lowell  M. 

*  Story,  Joseph 

*  Sullivan,  William 
Sweetser,  Samuel 
Swett,  Samuel 

Thayer,  Mrs.  Christopher  T. 
Thayer,  Joseph  H. 
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Thompion,  J.  M. 
Thompson,  Mr*.  J.  M . 

*  Thornton,  John 
Townsend,  Henry  B. 
'Tucker,  Richard  D. 
Tuckermao,  GuiUvus 
Tufts,  Mri.  Nathan 
Wade,  Eben 
Wales,  Samuel,  Jr. 
Wales,  Thomas  B. 
Walker,  Mrs.  L.  L. 

*  Ward,  Artemaa 
Ward,  Nahum 
Ware,  Addison 
Ware,  John 
Warren,  J.  A. 
Warren,  Geor^  W. 
Warren,  Mrs.  G.  W. 
Waterston,  Robert 
Waterston,  Mrs.  Robert 
Waterston,  Mrs.  R.  C. 
Wayne,  James  M. 
Weld,  Daniel 

Weld,  John  D. 

'  Weld,  Mrs.  Martha 


Wells,  Mrs.  Lueia 
West,  Nathaniel 
Wheeler,  I.  S. 
Wheeler,  Jonathan 
White,  Charles 
White,  Daniel  A. 
Whitmarsh,  Samual 
Whitney,  B.  D. 
Whitney,  Jonathan 
Whittemore,  George 
Wilkinson,  Simon 
Willard,  D.  W. 
Willard,  Mrs.  D.  W. 
Willard,  Miss  Polly 
Williams,  David  W. 
Williams,  George  F. 
Williams,  Isaac 
«  Williams,  John  D. 
Williams,  J.  D.  W. 
Williams,  Moses 
Willis,  William 
Wilde,  S.  S. 
Wood,  Mrs.  J.  V. 
Worthington,  William 


N.  B.    Of  the  whole  ^v9  hundred  and  fifty-four  Lifo-members, 
fifty-five  have  been  added  the  present  year. 


LIST    OF    TRACTS 

PRIRTKD    FOR 

THE    AMERICAN   UNITARIAN   ASSOCIATION; 

▲RD  FOR  SALE,  AT  THE  PRICES  AirHEXED, 

BT   WM.    CROSBY    <&    H.    P.    NICHOLS, 

AT  THB  DEPOSITORY  OF  THE  A.  U.  A.,  Ill  WASHINGTON   STREET, 

BOSTON. 

*^*  Orders  for  any  Tracts  on  this  list  wiU  receiTe  prompt  attention. 
Persons  at  a  distance  can  receiye  packages  through  the  mail  at  a 
■mall  additional  expense  for  postage. 


HO.  CT8. 

1.  The  Faith  oncedeliyered  to  the 
Saints.   By  Rev.  H.  Ware,  Jr.  4 

X.  One  Hundred  Scriptnral  Argu- 
ments for  the  Unitarian  Faith.  2 

3.  Human  Deprarity.     By  Rev. 

Edmund  Q.  Sewall.         .        5 

4.  Omniscience  the  Attribute  of 

the  Father  only.  By  Rot.  Jo-  * 
seph  Hutton.    ...       5 
6.  Religions    Phraseology.      By 
Rot.  Orrille  Dewey.        .        0 

6.  A  Letter  on  the  MissioDarr 

Enterprise.    By  Rev.  Joseph 
Tnckerman.     ...       5 

7.  The  Uniurian's  Answer.    By 

Rot.  Orrille  Dewey.  6 

8.  The  Evidences  of  Revealed 

Religion.    By  Rev.  William 
E.  Channing.   .       .       .       fi 

9.  The  Proness  of  Liberal  Chris- 

tianity In  New  England.    By 
Rev.  James  Walker.  9 

10.  Remarics  on  the  Lord's  Sup- 
it.  By  Rev.  F.  W.  P. 
Ireenwood.     .       .        .       S 

11.  Unitarianism    vindicated.    By 

ReT.  James  Walker.  4 

12.  A   Dialogue   on   Providence, 

Faith,  and  Prayer.    .  4 

19.  On  being  born  again.    By  Mrs. 
Barbauld.         ...        8 


^ 


NO.  CfBt 
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TWENTY-SIXTH    ANNIVERSAEY. 


The  Twenty-sixth  Anniversary  of  the  American  Unita- 
nan  Association  was  celebrated  May  27th,  1851. 

The  meeting  for  business  was  held  in  the  Bedford  Street 
chapel,  at  9  o^clock,  A.  M.,  the  President  in  the  chair. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Charles  H.  Brigham,  of 
IViunton.  The  record  of  the  last  annual  meeting  was  read. 
The  Secretary  read  the  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
which  was  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  Treas- 
urer's Report  was  read  and  accepted,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Thomas  Tarbell  and  Nathaniel  A.  Barrett,  as  audi- 
tors. 

The  Association  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  officers. 
Rev.  Ezra  S.  Gannett,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Alonzo  Hill,  and  Rev. 
James  W.  Thompson,  D.  D.,  declining  a  reelection,  a  vote 
of  thanks  was  passed,  acknowledging  their  faithfulness  and 
ability  in  the  service  of  the  Association. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  chosen  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year. 
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PBBBIDENT. 

RsT.  Saxitsl  K.  Lotubop,  of  Boston. 

m 

•  VICB-PBBSIDBNTS. 

Hon.  Stephen  Faibbanks,  of  Boston. 

Ret.  Edwabo  B.  Hall,  D.  D.,  of  ProTidenoe,  H.  L 

bxbcutitb  comxittbb. 

Isaiah  Bangs,  Esq.,  of  Cambridge, 
Hon.  Albebt  Feabing,  of  Boston, 
Rev.  Cbablbs  Bbooks,  of  Boston, 
Ret.  Henbt  A.  Miles,  D.  D.,  of  Lowell, 
Rev.  Geobge  W.  Bbiggs,  of  Plymoutht 

Henbt  P.  Faibbanbs,  of  Charlestown,  Dreamtrer, 
Ret.  Calvii(  Lincoln,  of  BosUhi,  Secretary. 

The  usual  busineai  haying  been  transacted,  the  ABsoeia- 
tion  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  Federal  Stieet  meeting^bouae, 
»t7i  o'clock. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
Rev.  Charles  Briggs  was  appointed  to  perform  the  duties  of 
Assistant  Secretary. 


>IHre€U»rt. 
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TREASURER'S   REPORT. 

Statement  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  Atneri" 

can  Unitarian  Association,  for  the  Year  ending  May 

21th,  1851. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  May  28tb,  1850,  as  per  accoant 

then  rendered,         ....  $  1,462  64 

From  Auxiliary  Associations  and  Annual  Sub- 
scriptions,   .  .  .  •        9 1,142  75 

**    Societies,  by  Contributions  and  Subacrip- 

tions,  .  .  .  4,338  56 

**    Societies  and   Individuals,  for   Churches 

needing  Aid,  •  350  00 

**    Societies  and  IndiTidnals  lor  Theological 

Education,     ...  •  .  261  25 

*'  Societies  and  Indiriduals  ibr  the  Circula- 
tion of  Channing's  Works  and  other 
Books  (including  the  amount  received 
for  sales),    .... 

M    Donations,  •  •  •  < 

^    Life  Members,  •  .  • 

M    Sales  of  Tracts,     .... 

**    Interest  of  Permanent  Fund, 

M    General  Secretary,  for  Preaching, 


EXPENDITURES. 

For  Printing  and  Binding  Tracts, 

**  Channing's  Works  and  other  Books  for  Sale 

and  Distribution,  .  .        1,008  00 

^  Salary  of  General  Secretarj,  (11  months,)     ^   1,375  00 

«<      M      «•  Assistant      **       .  500  00 

«>  Grant  to  Assistant  Secretary,  for  extra  services,     50  00 

«*  Travelling  Expenses,  .        ^  .  109  54 

«•  Rent  of  Office,  &c.,       .  .  .  .    350  00 

^  For  loeidental  Expenses,    .  .  .  260  83 

4,846  54 

VOL.  XXIT.  —  NO.  OT7.  .  1  • 
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Tbe  fbllowtng  aams  have  bMn  appropriatod,  bat  not  yet  drawn 
from  the  Treasury, — 
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BosUmj  June  lUh^  1851.  The  undersigned  bare  exam* 
the  accounts  of  tbe  Treasurer,  for  the  year  ending 
May  37tb,  1851,  and  find  the  same  to  be  correctly  cast  and 
properly  yonched. 


Thomas  Tarbbll,  >  ^^•. 
N.  A.  Barrbtt,     / 


REPORT  OF  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


The  lost  anniversary  of  this  Association  completed  the 
first  twenty-five  years  of  its  existence.  This  fact  imparted 
a  peculiar  interest  to  that  occasion.  The  inquiry  was  nat- 
urally suggested,  What  has  this  Association  accomplished, 
and  to  what  extent  have  the  designs  of  its  founders  been 
carried  out  ?  A  review  was  then  presented  of  the  circum* 
stances  and  wants  of  the  denomination  whic|i  justified  and 
demanded  its  formation.  Its  earlier  efforts  in  the  defence 
of  a  sim{)le,  Scriptural  faith»  its  subsequent  operations  for 
the  diffusion  of  truth,  the  gradual  enlargement  of  its  meth- 
ods of  influence,  its  charities,  and  its  missionary  movements, 
were  all  briefly  considered. 

The  present  Executive  Ck)mmittee  have  not  been  sta- 
dious  of  change  in  discharging  their  official  obligations. 
Plans  of  operation  already  in  use  have  been  continued. 
Those  plans  were  adopted  with  a  prospective  view,  and 
their  utility  has  shown  the  practical  wisdom  with  which 
they  were  adjusted.  We  have  not,  however,  confined  our 
attention  to  previously  established  modes  of  influence.  En- 
tering on  a  new  epoch  in  our  associated  existence,  we 
have  desired,  if  possible,  to  aagment  the  power  and  use- 
fulness of  this  institution.     We  have  wished  to  render  it  a 
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means  of  good,  conresponding  at  once  with  the  numbers 
and  wealth  of  those  who  receive  oor  interpretation  of  the 
Gospel,  and  likewise  with  the  increasing  wants  which  ap« 
peal  to  us  for  relief  and  succor.  We  hare  thought  it  of 
great  moment  tfaiit  the  Aisociatipn  should  become  a  bond  of 
union,  a  central  point  of  interest  and  confidence,  both  to 
that  portion  of  our  churches  which  needs  eneourkgement 
and  assistance,  and  also  to  that  larger  and  more  favored 
class  on  whose  voluntary  ecmtributions  it  is  mainly  depend* 
ent  for  the  means  of  doing  good.  In  one  word,  we  have 
desired  that  our  organization  sholild  be  made,  in  a  jusi 
measure,  the  channel  through  which  the  earnest  faith  and 
benevolent  sentiment  of  this  denomination  should  utter  its 
convictions  of  truth,  and  transmit  to  the  destitute  the  fruits 
of  its  fraternal  sympathy. 

Cherishing  this  opinion,  the  Secretary, — instructed  by 
the  Executive  CSommittee,  — *  when  addressing  the  several 
societies  before  which  it  has  been  his  privilege  to  speak, 
has  endeavored  to  explain  the  character  of  the  work  in 
which  we  are  engaged,  and,  while  stating  the  destitution 
made  known  by  our  correspondence,  has  described,  some- 
what in  detail,  the  methods  employed  to  supply  these  wants. 
Thus  he  has  endeavored  to  show  that  our  organization  is 
not  a  mere  form,  an  embodied  creed,  a  charitable  machine 
constructed  lo  receive  contributions  and  make  appropria* 
lions ;  but  b  an  expression  of  attachment  to  the  divine  truths 
which  we  individually  profess  to  honor,  —  an  expression 
of  our  willingness  to  cooperate  *'in  diffusing  the  knowledge 
and  promoting  the  interests  of  ^ure  Christianity  throughout 
our  country.^'  On  these  grounds,  and  giving  prominence  to 
these  views,  which  we  believe  to  be  true  and  generous,  our 
appeal  for  countenance  and  and  has  been  addressed  to  tho 
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congregations  of  our  faith.  Our  aim  has  been  to  awaken 
a  deeper  interest  in  the  cause  of  truth ;  a  more  fervent  de- 
aire  for  its  diflTusion ;  a  true  zeal  in  efforts  to  extend  the 
kingdom  of  Christ  on  the  earth,  and  thus  to  advance  the 
highest  well-being  of  our  race.  Such  oljects  have  rardy, 
if  ever,  failed  to  command  the  approval  of  our  churches, 
and  to  secure,  to  some  extent,  more  decisive  evidence  of 
interest  in  their  accomplishment 

The  Committee  believe  that  the  united  action  of  our  so* 
cieties  in  the  great  work  committed  bj  its  Founder  to  the 
Christian  Church,  would  constitute  a  result  of  inappreciable 
value.     It  would  become  a  voice  of  power  on  the  aide  of 
truth  and  holiness.     It  would  be  heard  in  every  department 
of  social  life.     It  would  be  an  efficient  means  of  allaying 
the  doubts  of  the  sceptic,  and  exciting  to  sober  thought  the 
indifferent     How  rich  the  blessing  brought  by  such  a  spirit 
into  the  community  in  which  it  has  been  enkindled !     Let  a 
people  become  devoted  in  their  labors  and  liberal  in  their 
bestowments  to^carry  forward    the  religious    enterprises 
which  demand  our  aid,  and  they  at  once  will  be  in  poo* 
session  of  the  elements  of  growth  and  endurance.     They 
will  be  disposed  to  consider  the  meaning  and  practical  ap- 
plication of  the  truths  which  they  are  laboring  to  diffuse  in 
society. 

Beligious  activity  quickens,  not  less  than  it  expresses,  an 
interest  in  religious  instructions.  Churches  engaged  in  the 
same  movements  become  more  interested  in  each  other^s 
welfare.  Partaking  of  the  benevolence  of  that  Gospel ^or 
whose  prevalence  their  resources  are  united,  they  are  con- 
nected by  spiritual  ties  in  one  great  family,  the  household 
of  faith,  and  thus  become  better  prepared  to  bear  each 
other's  burdens,  and  so  to  fulfil  the  law  of  Christ^ 
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Believing  that  they  could  better  promote  the  interests  of 
Christian  truth  by  conforming  their  operations  to  the  cir* 
cumstances  of  the  tiroes^  than  by  a  rigid  adherence  to  par- 
ticular  forms  of  action,  the  Committee  of  the  last  year  en* 
deavored  to  meet  a  manifest  want,  by  the  purchase  of  stand* 
ard  Unitarian  works  for  subsequent  sale  at  the  lowest  possi- 
ble prices.  Acting  the  present  year  on  the  same  belief,  the 
committee  have  been  glad  to  give  all  the  encouragement  in 
their  power  to  an  enterprise,  which,  although  it  should  divert 
funds  from  the  treasury  of  the  Association,  they  were  satis- 
fied must  tend  to  the  diffusion  and  establishment  of  correct 
religious  opinions,  especially  in  the  Western  States.  We 
refer  to  the  Meadville  Theological  School  And  it  is  with 
nnmingled  satisfaction,  and  fervent  gratitude  to  Grod,  that 
we  communicate  to  the  members  of  the  Association  the 
result  of  the  movement  recently  made  in  behalf  of  that 
School.  This  institution  was  founded  by  private  liberality 
and  Christian  enterprise.  In  its  infancy,  and  to  the  present 
time,  it  has  received  liberal  aid  from  4he  funds  of  the  Asso* 
elation. 

When  this  seminary  was  first  opened,  with  the  special 
object  of  educating  young  men  for  a  Western  ministry,  the 
entire  plan  was  regarded  as  an  experiment ;  and  many  of 
its  warmest  friends  were  extremely  doubtful  of  its  ultimate 
success.  But  the  experiment  has  not  failed.  The  standard 
of  education  has  been  gradually  rising,  and  the  number  who 
seek  the  advantages  there  enjoyed  has  been  constantly  in- 
creasing. « 

No  adequate  accommodations,  however,  had  been  pro- 
vided for  the  students,  and  there  were  no  permanent  funds 
for  the  maintenance  of  its  instructors.  During  the  last  au- 
tumn, the  plan  was  projected  of  giving  to  the  institution  a 
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pennaneat  eadsteiMe*  With  this  viswt  its  earKost  and  sDOflt 
liberal  beneflMtora  pffopoaad  to  bestow  on  the  School  the  sua 
of  t^n  thousand  doUars,  on  the  ooQditkm  thai  ferty  tbouaand 
dollaiB  additional  eoold  be  seoored  from  other  sources. 
To  obtain  this  amount,  an  appeal  most  be  made  to  the  raoie 
wealthy  eongregattona  of  our  denomination  in  diferent  parts 
of  the  countiy.  Bot.  Mr.  Stebbios  immediately  wrote  to 
this  Committee,  asking  their  counsel  in  regard  to  the  coaias 
to  be  adopted.  We  considered  the  object  to  be  one  of  such 
moment  in  extending  the  doctrines  of  a  rational  faith,  so 
intimately  connected  with  the  wellaTe  of  our  Western 
diurches,  so  valuable  in  its  influence  on  the  forming  char- 
acter  and  civilization  of  the  recently  settled  Stales  of  oor 
Union,  and  so  entirely  in  harmony  with  the  great  oljecis  of 
our  organisation,  that  to  the  inquiry  of  Mr.  Stebbins  but 
one  answer  could  be  returned.  vHe  was  advised  and  ea- 
oouraged  to  visit  our  churches,  to  present  to  the  friends  of 
euv  ftiith  the  claims  of  the  institution  over  which  he  was 
called  to  preside.  The  Committee  of  this*  Association  af- 
forded him  all  the  aid  in  their  power  in  accomplishing  his 
abject  And  we  are  happy  in  saying  that  the  plan  has  been 
executed,  and  that  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  doHars  has 
been  secured  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Meadville  Theological 
School. 

Mr.  Stebbins,  in  a  letter  referring  to  diis  sabjeet,  thm  iw- 
marks :  —  **  I  wish,  through  you,  to  communicate  fo  ii» 
board  of  your  Association  my  personal  obligations  fo  tkenr 
ibr  their  exertions  to  aid  me  in  raising  funds  for  the  endow* 
ment  of  the  Meadville  Thedogieal  Sohool.  Indeed,  ^y 
were  so  generous  as  to  omk  makiog  applications  for  iMr 
own  ftinds  at  the  usual  time,  thus  running  the  risk  of 
ihlling  entirety  in  arreai8»  that  I  might  have  the  whole 
ground  for  the  benefit  of  the  School.^ 
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The  Executive  ComaiiUee  have  thought  it  should  be  a 
special  object  with  them,  during  the  year,  to  increase  the 
interest  of  our  congregations  in  the  proceedings  of  the  As- 
sociation, with  a  view  to  more  regular  pecuniary  contribu- 
tions. The  Secretary  has,  therefore,  spent  much  of  his 
tinte  in  visiting  different  places  where  he  has  been  invited, 
and  delivering  addresses  to  the  people  on  the  subject ;  and 
it  has  been  a  ground  of  peculiar  satisfaction,  that  he  has  not 
seeded  to  seek  opportunities  to  urge  the  claims  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, but  has  found  pulpits  open  to  him  on  successive 
Sundays,  The  Committee  believe  that  much  has  been  ef- 
fected in  this  way,  the  results  of  which  will  be  manifest  in 
future  years.  The  active  concurrence  of  the  members  of 
our  religious  societies  in  the  methods  adopted  by  the  Asso- 
ciation is  all  that  is  needed  to  render  our  exertions  widely 
beneficial ;  and  the  Committee  regard  the  enlarged  acquaint- 
ance of  our  societies  with  the  history  of  the  Association, 
and  the  closest  sympathy  with  its  purposes,  as  one  of  the 
most  pleasant  and  important  of  the  past  yearns  labors. 

One  of  the  earliest  efforts  of  the  Association  was  the  pub- 
lishing of  a  series  of  tracts,  suited  to  convey  a  correct  idea 
of  Christian  doctrine  and  the  Christian  life. 

Having  issued,  in  the  course  of  twenty-five  years,  nearly 
three  hundred  such  tracts,  containing  discussions  of  all  the 
more  prominent  points  of  faith  and  duty,  they  have  not 
thought  it  incumbent  on  them  so  much  to  increase  the  num- 
ber, as  to  famish  an  adequate  supply  of  those  which  have 
already  appeared.  They  have,  therefore,  this  year,  omitted 
the  monthly  distribution,  and  have  added  but  seven  new 
tracts  to  the  series.  They  have,  however,  published  the 
Uoitarian  Annual  Register,  as,  in  consequence  of  issuing  a 
large  aditioo,  they  could  furnish  it  to  the  members  of  the  As* 

VOL.  xur.  —  wo.  877.  S 
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seciatlon  at  half  the  fonnar  priee,  and  were  thus  enabled  at 
once  to  aupply  their  friends  with  a  convenient  manual  for 
daily  reference,  and  to  secure  the  means  of  disseminating, 
through  the  extracts  which  it  contained,  valuable  leligiouB 
matter.  Should  the  publication  of  this  woric  be  continued 
by  the  Association,  t  may  easily  be  made  a  still  more  e£B« 
cient  instrument  of  good.  The  Committee  have  experienced 
much  disappointment  in  the  refusal  of  many  to  whom  they 
have  applied  to  prepare  manuscripts  for  their  use.  Tliey 
regret  that,  for  this  reason,  it  has  not  been  in  their  power 
to  enlarge  either  the  biogmphical  or  the  juvenile  aeries  of 
tracts.  They  cannot  refrain  from  the  expression  of  a  hope, 
that,  in  future  years,  those  who  with  so  little  labor  might 
render  important  aid,  not  only  to  the  Association,  but  to  the 
community,  will  be  more  ready  to  accede  to  their  solicits* 
tions.  The  circulation  of  Unitarian  works  of  a  larger  size, 
to  whjch  we  have  already  adverted,  as  a  prominent  part  of 
last  yearns  operations,  has  been  cohtinued. 

Many  hundred  copies  of  the  Works  and  Memoir  of  Chan- 
ning,  and  other  standard  volumes,  have  been  distributed, 
partly  through  the  employment  of  travelling  agents,  and 
partly  through  the  efforts  of  active  friends  residing  in  the 
cities  and  villages  of  the  South  and  West.  We  have  the  sat« 
isfaction  of  knowing  that  these  books  are  purchased  and 
read  by  individuals  connected  with  the  various  denomina- 
tions of  which  the  Chrbtian  Church  is  composed.  This 
method  of  extending  the  knowledge  and  influence  of  the 
truth  deserves  to  be  still  farther  pursued. 

We  have  already  remarked  upon  the  probable  eSed  of 
the  subscription  for  the  Meadville  Theological  School  open 
the  amount  of  our  annual  receipts.  The  result  correaponded 
to  our  expeetationa*    From  this  cause  alone,  as  we  are  justi* 
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iied  in  saying,  from  an  examinatioaof  the  Treasurer's  books, 
the  receipts  wilt  be  found  to  fall  somewhat  below  those'of 
the  last  year.  The  whole  amount  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Committee,  including  the  balance  on  hem^  at  the  commence* 
ment  of  the  year,  has  been  about  ten  thousand  dollars,  of 
which,  for  the  reason  just  given,  a  less  proportion  than 
usual  has  been  received  from  this  city.  The  contributions 
from  other  places  have  depended,  to  some  extent,  on  the  op- 
portunity which  the  Secretary  has  had  of  presenting  the 
wants  of  the  Association  to  our  religious  societies. 

The  Committee,  as  they  have  already  suggested,  are  anx- 
ious to  substitute,  in  the  place  of  occasional  and  uncertain 
contributions,  a  systematic  arrangement,  on  which  more  sat- 
isfactory dependence  may  be  placed  for  the  supply  of  need- 
ed funds.  At  different  times,  attempts  have  been  made  to 
establish  auxiliaries  in  our  several  congregations.  The  at** 
tempt  has  never  been  more  than  partially  successful.  Any 
organization,  however  simple,  by  which  the  liberality  of  our 
tMx;ieties  should  be  turned  in  this  direction,  would  accomplish 
the  end  contemplated  by  the  Association  ;  and  the  effect  of 
such  an  arrangement  upon  the  societies  would  be  seen  in 
their  growing  prosperity.  The  history  of  Christian  benefi* 
cence,  in  all  denominations,  leaves  us  no  room  to  doubt  that 
a  generous  encouragement  of  religious  charities  promotes 
alike  personal  excellence  and  congregational  strength. 

During  the  year,  several  new  societies  of  our  faith  have 
been  formed,  and  others,  whose  permanent  existence  for  a 
season  was  uncertain,  have  become  established,  and  are  now 
in  the  enjoyment  of  a  stated  ministry. 

In  the  thriving  towns  of  Clinton  and  Milford,  in  Massa- 
chusetts, societies  have  been  organized  under  circumstances 
which  promise  a  continued  and  healthy  growth. 
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In  the  city  of  Wheeling,  Va.,  our  friends  have  united  to 
sustain  public  worship ;  a  society  has  been  formed,  and  a 
neat  and  commodious  meeting-house  is  to  be  erected,  the 
coming  year. 

In  the  cities  of  Pittsburg,  Penn.,  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  To- 
ronto, C.  W.,  public  worship  has  been  resumed  under  the 
direction  of  Unitarian  ministers.  In  Toronto,  a  stated  ser- 
vice is  maintained,  and  a  resident  ministry  has  been  secured. 
The  Committee  have  been  much  interested  in  the  accounts 
they  have  received  of  our  brethren  at  Detroit  A  friend, 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  history  of  this  movement 
and  the  character  of  those  who  have  conducted  it,  writes 
as  follows :  — "  This  society,  however  small,  is  not  one 
of  those  which  spring  up  and  perish  in  a  day.  Both  spirit- 
ually and  materially,  it  is  a  substantial  society,  and  will 
not,  I  am  confident,  die  out,  except  by  the  neglect  of  those 
who  may  be  sent  here.  It  will  live,  if  supplied  with  living 
preachers.'* 

A  new  society  has  also  been  formed  in  the  city  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  by  the  side  of  one  of  our  most  successfully 
conducted  churches.  From  the  ability  and  strength  of  pur- 
pose Engaged  in  this  enterprise,  there  is  no  room  to  appre- 
hend an  unsuccessful  result 

In  San  Francisco,  Cal,  a  congregation  has  been  gathered 
by  the  efforts  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Farley,  who  visited  California 
as  missionary  of  this  Association.  Having  recently  returned 
to  New  England  on  a  visit  to  his  friends,  we  are  informed 
that,  during  his  absence,  the  work  of  erecting  a  house  of 
worship  will  be  prosecuted. 

The  history  of  no  congregation  in  our  body  has  exhib- 
ited greater  evidence  of  growth  and  inward  prosperity  than 
that  at  St  Louis,  Mo.     Within  the  last  year,  finding  that 
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tfagr  commodious  house  whicb  they  had  built  for  religious 
service  was  insufficient  for  their  wants,  they  have  com* 
meoced  the  construction  of  a  larger  edifice,  which  will  be 
a  permanent  memorial  of  their  energy  and  liberality. 

The  attention  of  the  Committee  has  been  frequently  called 
to  the  condition  of  two  classes  of  congregations,  which  have 
appealed  to  them  for  aid  in  sustaining  the  worship  of  the 
Lord^s  day. 

In  many  of  our  older  New  England  towns,  while  the 
population  has  been  stationary  or  declining,  honest  diversity 
of  religious  opinion  has  arisen.  Hence  the  large  number  of 
our  feeble  churches. 

In  our  Western  cities  and  villages,  where  population  is 
gathered  from  ev%ry  part  of  the  known  world,  it  is  frequent* 
ly  true  that  but  few  are  thrown  together  who  hold  a  com- 
mon faith,  and  are  disposed  -to  unite  in  the  same  form  of 
wofship.  There  is  the  promise  of  early  strength,  if  for  a 
season  the  institutions  of  religion  can  be  upheld.  To  twenty 
societies,  belonging  to  one  or  the  other  of  these  two  classes, 
we  have  afforded  pecuniary  assistance,  varying  in  amount 
from  fifty  dollars  to  three  hundred. 

While  the  Committee  were  happy  to  cooperate  in  securing 
for  the  Meadville  School  the  means  of  a  permanent  ex- 
istence, they  were  not  unmindful  of  the  necessities  of  its 
immediate  members.  A  large  proportion  of  the  young  men 
who  resort  to  this  institution  for  instruction  are  rich  only  in 
Christian  faith  and  in  purposes  of  usefulness.  To  twenty-one 
students  of  this  description,  we  have  paid  the  sum  of  fifty 
dollars  each.  Two  of  them  were  designated  by  the  con- 
tributors to  our  fund ;  the  other  nineteen  were  recommended 
by  the  beneficiary  committee  at  Meadville. 

Our  missionary  operations  have  been  conducted  on  the 

2* 
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flBDie  general  plan  that  has  heen  punned  in  former 
Several  of  oitr  settled  ministers  have  labored  in  the 
of  the  Association  a  portion  of  the  time,  and  received  coiii« 
pensation  aooording  to  the  amount  of  such  service.  Two 
kidividuais  have  been  employed  the  «rhole  year  in  this  field 
of  tabor.  To  one  of  these,  Elder  Donald  Ntcholsaii,  a 
salary  of  two  hundred  doUan  was  voted.  His  services  have 
been  confined  chiefly  to  the  State  of  Illinois.  He  has  faeea 
VDWearied  in  his  efforts  to  extend  the  influence  of  CfaristiBii 
troth,  and  to  promote  the  highest  welAire  of  those  iHm 
listened  to  his  instmctioiis.  He  furnishes  this  sommaiy  io 
bis  last  report  to  the  Ck>mmittee  : — ^^I  have  preached  201 
ssrmons.  i  have  travelled  4,847  miles.  I  have  rooehred 
88  membera  into  the  several  churches  witlfin  the  bounds  of 
ny  travels.  I  have  formed  4  Sabbath  schools,  eontaiaiog 
894  ocholare.  I  have  receivoii  in  cash  and  wheat,  941.  I 
have  lest  two  horses  worth  9  150.  So  you  see  that  i  haive 
left  4bt  ihe  support  of  myself  and  my  ftimily  i91.  But 
thn  is  more  than  the  Master  had«  I  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  I  have  carried  to  mmny  a  neighborhood  the  woid 
of  life." 

tlev.  tfr.  De  Lange  has  been  employed  by  the  AsBoeia* 
tiott  is  a  missionary  for  the  term  of  oae  year.  His  engsge* 
ment  dosed  on  the  1st  of  March  last,  when  he  «iteied 
the  service  of  the  society  at  Pittsburg,  Peno.  *He  has 
labored  with  great  seal  and  fidelity.  He  visited  amny  of 
the  rapidly  increasing  towns  on  the  borders  of  .our  Western 
rivers.  He  fouhd  in  them  all,  as  he  informed  us,  numbem 
prepared  thankMly  to  receive  his  exposition  of  4he  Gospeil. 

Our  commufirica^ons  with  foreign  lands  have  been  leas 
frequent  than  we  hoped  to  make  them.  It  is  an  occasion 
of  regret, -that  the  'greats  fhcHttiee  of  intercourse  have  not 
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brought  us  into  closer  connection  with  our  hrethren  in  Eng- 
land. Stttl  we  have  maintained  an  irregular  correspondence, 
and  have  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Unitarian  Association  one  or  two  valuable  letters. 

On  the  departure  of  our  late  Secretary  for  Europe,  we 
gave  him  authority  to  appear  as  our  delegate  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  that  body,  which  will  be  hekl  the  next  month ; 
and,  more  recently,  we  delivered  similar  credentials  to  an« 
other  of  our  ministers,  who  expected  to  be  present  on  the 
occasion. 

We  cannot  but  look  on  the  religious  state  of  England  at 
Aw  time  with  great  interest.  While  it  afibrds  little  direct 
eneoumgement  in  the  diffusion  of  our  doctrinal  views,  it 
inspires  the  hope  of  more  freedom  in  the  expression  of 
i^nion,  and  a  wider  spread  of  liberal  sentiment,  than  have 
marked  X\^  history  of  the  British  Isles  in  past  years.  We 
do  not  desire  the  downfall  of  the  Established  Church,  arro- 
gantly a:  oruelly  as  it  has  often  treated  those  who'did  not 
belong  to  its  communion  ;  nor  do  we  expect  such  an  event 
as  within  the  limits  of  ^even  a  remote  probability  ;  but  we 
cannot  doubt  that  recent  events  must  tend  to  abate  some- 
what its  pretensions,  and  diminish  its  social  influence.  In 
the  discussions  that  have  arisen  out  of  the  late  attempt  to 
eetablish  a  Roman  Oathdic  hierachy  by  the  side  of  the  na- 
tional Chureh,  we  observe  that  the  Bnglish  Unitarians  have 
genemlly  been  opposed  to  the  multiplication  of  legal  re- 
straints, and  have  maintained  the  ability  of  truth  to  defend 
itself,  if  left  to  a  fair  and  open  field.  At  all  periods  of  their 
history,  and  in  respect  to  the  rights  of  others,  not  less  than 
their  own,  they  have  shown  ^mselves  the  consistent  friends 
of  religious  liberty. 

On  the  continent  of  Europe,  a  reaction  from  the  theo- 
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logical  extravaganceSf  as  well  as  the  revolutioiiaiy  tendeii* 
cies,  which,  but  a  short  time  ago,  had  spread  through  all 
classes  of  society,  has  been  remarked  by  ail  travellen.  la 
France  and  in  Germany,  the  denial  of  a  supernatural  ele- 
ment in  Christianity  has  been  checked^  if  not  supplanted  by 
a  sounder  faith. 

From  Greneva,  we  get  but  incidental  and  incomplete  in* 
formation,  yet  such  as  leads  us  to  believe  that  the  loss  of 
political  power  by  the  national  Church  has  not  been  detri- 
mental to  its  spiritual  interests. 

In  Honolulu,  the  capital  of  the  Sandwich  Uands,  oar 
friend  Mr,  Bond,  who  for  a  time  conducted  public  leligioua 
services  with  good  prospect  of  a  permanent  congregatioo, 
has  been  compelled,  by  physical  inability,  to  relinquiah  his 
ministerial  labors.  The  Committee  are  induced  to  believe, 
that,  if  a  successor  could  be  found,  he  would  bave^mple  en- 
couragement in  pursuing  the  work  which  Mr.  Bond^a  stale 
of  health  alone  prevented  his  prosecuting. 

As  they  revert  to  the  religious  condition  of  their  own 
country,  the  Committee  must  congratulate  the  membeis  of 
the  Association  on  the  gradual  prevalence  of  what  they  be- 
lieve to  be  a  truer  theology,  and  on  the  manifestation  of 
what  they  are  certain  is  a  better  temper,  in  numerogs  sec- 
tions of  the  Christian  Church.  In  our  own  body,  the  ten- 
dency of  religious  thought,  which,. acting  under  that  law  of 
freedom  we  so  much  value,  has  sometimes  accepted  extreme 
conclusions,  has  of  late  indicated  the  control  of  a  more 
cautious  and  reverential  spirit  Varieties  of  speculation  and 
opinion  will  exist  so  long  as  we  are  true  to  the  principle  of 
religious  liberty,  and  in  allowing  to  others  the  same  liberty 
we  claim  for  ourselves,  each  will  find  occasion  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  wise  and  generous  candor.    Since,  however,  a 
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concurrence  in  regard  to  the  great  truths  of  Divine  revela- 
tion may  be  justly  assumed  as  the  only  basis  of  hearty  or 
eflfective  cooperation,  we  cannot  but  rejoice  in  the  increasing 
evidence  of  a  more  lively  attachment  to  those  great  truths. 
Unitarians,  we  are  confident,  will  be  found  in  future  years 
as  in  past  times,  strenuous  defenders  of  the  unapproacha- 
ble sanctity  of  the  Gospel,  and  will  unite  with  a  firm  faith 
a  still  more  practical  appreciation  of  its  spiritual  require- 
ments. The-  more  earnest  our  piety,  the  wider  will  be  our 
influence.  Let  us  but  join  to  the  recognition  of  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jesus  an  exhibition  of  the  mind  that  was  in 
him,  and  we  shall  not  fail  of  drawing  to  ourselves  the  con* 
fidence  and  respect,  if  not  the  entire  sympathy,  of  other  be- 
lievers. 

'  From  individual  testimony,  from  the  tone  of  many  Prot- 
estant pulpits,  and  from  the  statements  which  from  time  to 
time  appear  in  religious  journals,  we  feel  authorized  in  say- 
ing, that  opinions,  once  regarded  as  fundamental  in  the 
Chnstian  system,  are  at  the  present  time  received  with  such 
modifications  and  abatements  as  materially  to  change  their 
character.  Doctrines  regarded  as  true  are  defended  with 
commendable  moderation,  and  the  opponents  of  these  doc- 
trines are  usually  noticed  with  Christian  courtesy.  There 
b,  we  conceive,  a  more  distinct  demand  for  a  practical  faith. 
Doctrines  are  tested  by  their  fitness  to  regenerate  the  heart 
and  sanctify  the  life.  In  the  earnest  inquiry  for  those  views 
of  truth  which  will  constitute  the  surest  basis  of  a  divine 
life,  there  is  a  manifest  approach  in  the  difierent  sects  to 
the  same  central  doctrines ;  and  evidence  is  not  wanting  to 
show  that  the  disciples  of  opposing  schools  in  theology  are 
attaching  an  increased  value  to  that  one  doctrine  of  the 
New  Testament,  —  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God,  — » 
the  Way,  the  Truth,  and  the  Life. 
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For  these  indications  of  progress  in  the  religioias  world, 
gratitude  is  due  to  the  God  of  all  truth,  and  the  Foonlain  af 
all  wisdom.  Facts  such  as  these  ufge  us  to  put  forth  new 
energy  in  maintaining  the  fundamental  principles  which  we 
avowed  in  the  earliest  period  o£  our  denominational  exist- 
ence, — -  the  authority  and  sufficiency  of  Divine  revelationi 
and  the  entire  freedom  of  the  individual  mind  in  interpret* 
ing  this  revelation. 

if  it  he  true  that  there  is  an  approach  to  that  state  of 
opinion  and  feeling  which  we  have  lahored  to  introduce 
and  render  universal,  are  we  therefore  at  liberty  to  retire 
from  the  conflict  with  still  exisdng  error  ?  We  would  not 
arrogate  to  ourselves  an  undue  share  of  influence  in  the 
production  of  these  auspicious  results.  Much  is  to  be  a» 
eribed  to  the  inisreasing  intelligence  of  our  times,  — >  to  an 
awakened  spirit  of  inquiry  in  every  department  of  science^ 
and  to  the  multiplied  facilities  for  the  communication  of 
thought,  and  the  intercourse  of  mind  with  mind.  Still,  it 
would  be  untrue  to  the  history  of  the  last  twenty*five  years, 
it  would  be  injustice  to  those  who  have  preceded  us,  to  allow 
that  the  principles  avowed  and  explained  by  the  leading 
minds  in  our  denomination,  and  our  position  as  a  body, 
have  been  without  influence  in  forming  the  religious  opio* 
ion  and  sentiment  of  the  present  day. 

This  view  of  the  influence  of  the  past  on  the  present  aa* 
pects  of  society  at  once  discloses  and  enforces  our  duty. 
As  a  denomination,  let  us  ever  adhere  to  our  fundamental 
articles  of  faith  and  freedom.  Dogmatism  and  uncharita* 
bleness  are  peculiar  to  the  defence  of  no  one  class  of  opin^ 
ions.  In  the  divergence  from  received  forms  of  faith,  and 
the  revulsion  from  apprehended  extremes,  to  which  all  minds 
are  prone  when  excited  to  earnest  inquiry,  »e  are  in  danger 


121  TWBNTT-SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT.  23 

of  magnifying  unduly  our  present  convictions  of  truth.  We 
are  tempted  to  regard  that  exposition  of  Christian  doctrine 
which  had  moved  our  own  moral  nature,  as  universally  es* 
sential  in  the  production  of  a  true  life.  Avoiding  the  mis- 
take of  giving  prominence  to  peculiarities  of  private  specu- 
lation, while  we  cling  to  our  distinctive  principles,  we  may 
place  ourselves  among  the  foremost  of  those  who  shall  lead 
on  the  religious  progress  of  the  world.  The  strength  of  a 
cause  does  not  depend  on  numbers,  but  on  intelligence,  zeal, 
and  fidelity.  With  strong  hearts  and  holy  lives,  let  us  but 
exemplify  the  religion  which  we  regard  as  the  instrument 
of  the  highest  good  to  ourselves  and  to  others,  and  if  the 
Christian  world  should  not  adopt  our  modes  of  thought,  it 
will  at  least  honor  our  integrity,  and  admit  our  right  to  be 
considered  followers  of  him  by  whom  the  God  and  Father 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  will  bring  many  sons  unto  glory. 


PUBLIC    MEETING. 


The  Public  Meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  on  the 
evening  of  the  27th  of  May,  in  the  Federal  Street  meeting- 
house,  at  7^  o^clock.  Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Samuel 
Barrett,  D.  D.,  of  Boston.  The  Secretary  read  an  abstract 
of  the  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee.  The  following 
resolutions  were  then  introduced  by  the  President,  and  re- 
sponded to  by  gentlemen  who  had  been  invited  to  address 
the  meeting :  — 

1.  Raohed,  That  the  history  of  the  Christian  Church  and  the 
signs  of  the  times,  not  less  than  wide-lpread  and  undeniable 
wants,  teach  us  that,  avoiding  sectarian  aggressiveness  and  bitter- 
ness, we  should  be  faithful  in  the  exposition  and  disseniination  of 
the  Gospel  of  Divine  grace,  as  we  have  drawn  it  from  the  oracles 
of  our  faith. 

On  this  resolution,  Rsv.  Edward  B.  Hall,  D.  D.,  of  Prov- 
idence, R.  I.,  spoke  as  follows  :  — 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  author  of  this  resolution  had  most  in 
mind  that  part  of  the  "  history  of  the  Church  "  which  should 
warn,  or  that  which  should  encourage  us.  There  is  enough 
of  both,  and  we  are  perhaps  too  much  disposed  to  dwell  upon  the 
darker  and  more  disheartening  aspect.  The  Church  baa  done 
comparatively  little  to  bring  up,  not  the  world  merely,  but  iiaelf, 
to  the  point  which  Christ  said  must  be  reached  before  men  would 
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ever  believe  in  his  divine  miaeion,  Ti&  to  make  all  believeia  one. 
But  aomethiog  may  be  found  even  in  thia  to  encourage  us ;  for 
if  so  much  has  been  done  by  sects,  with  *'  aggressiveness  and 
bitterness,"  to  advance  the  principles  and  diffuse  the  spirit  of  the 
Gospel,  how  much  could  be  done  by  union,  or  rather,  what  is  there 
that  could  not  be  done  ?  It  is  hardly  extravagant  to  suppose,  tha^ 
a  single  denomination,  one  communion  and  brotherhood  of  Chris- 
tians, could  do  more,  acting  upon  the  high  and  broad  principles  of 
our  religion,  than  is  now  done  by  all.  Our  own  brethren,  what* 
ever  other  fiiult  they  may  have,  cannot  be  charged  with  seotariaa 
bitterness.  To  avoid  that,  and  express  and  diffuse  the  opposite, 
has  always  been  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  the  Unitarian  Asso- 
ciation ;  and  those  of  our  own  number,  or  others,  who  allege  or 
fear  sectarianism,  do  us  injustice.  Our  sin  has  been  that  of  doing 
nothing,  rather  than  doing  too  much,  to  posh  our  own  opinions 
and  enlarge  our  borders.  Let  us  be  open  and  firm,  speaking  the 
truih  in  love. 

Of  the  **  signs  of  the  times,'*  we  can  refer  to  only  one.  We 
have  now  an  opportunity,  more  and  more  every  year,  of  making 
ourselves  heard  and  understood.  The  great  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  unpopular  truth  is  the  difficulty  of  getting  a  hearing.  From 
thia  we  have  suffered  enough  in  the  past,  but  need  not  longer,  if 
we  sre  faithful.  Every  true  word  uttered,  we  may  almost  say 
every  false  word,  has  now  a  chance  of  being  fairly  weighed.  And 
this  IB  ail  we  can  ask.  It  is  more  than  is  enjoyed  by  our  brethren 
in  England,  who  deserve  all  aympathy  for  their  disabUities,  and 
all  honor  for  their  perseverance  and  fidelity.  Their  position  and 
oun  are  beginning  to  be  known,  and  will  compel  respect.  We 
most  look  yet  farther  abroad  to  find  much  of  the  old  intolerance. 
Dr.  Bacon,  one  of  the  edilora  of  the'  htdependent,  —  a  paper  that 
deserves  its  name,  from  its  able  and  noble  defence  both  of  religious 
and  civil  liberty,  —  writes  from  Syria,  that  we  know  little  of  sec- 
tarianism here,  compared  with  the  conduct  of  sects  there,  denying 
all  right  of  private  judgment,  yet  insisting  each  upon  its  own  in- 
ftllibiiity,  because  founded  on  a  divine  succession  ! 

YOL.  XXIV.  —  NO.  2T7.  3 
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The  xesolotion  speaks  also  of  "  wide-spread  and  andcniable 
wants  "  ;  and  the  Report,  jast  read  by  your  Secretary,  abundantly 
aalhorises  this  language.     Whether  we  look  at  our  progress  « 
our  necessities,  at  the  established  churches  calling  for  able  minis- 
ters or  the  new  societies  asking  aid  for  a  time,  the  isolated  posi- 
tion of  many  of  our  fellow-laborers  or  the  untiring  eflbrts  of  those 
who  differ  and  oppose,  the  call  for  books  and  tracts^  the  rapid 
growth  of  new  settlements,  and  the  ignorance  and  exposure  of 
multitudes  who  form  them,  wherever  we  look,  we  see  reaaon  for 
increased  interest,  and  a  demand  for  constant  and  generous  merimi. 
This  action  must  proceed  from  a  strong  and  full  conviction  of  the 
need  of  the  Gospel,  and  its  capacity  to  meet  these  wanta.    The 
Grospel  of  grace  and  peace  is  the  only  principle  or  spirit  by  which 
the  most  conservative  or  the  most  radical  can  accomplish  any  thing 
desirable.    This  is  to  be  our  salvation.    As  the  great  man  who 
occupied  this  pulpit  so  many  years  (Dr.  Channing)  once  said  to 
me,  "  I  have  no  confidence  in  any  reform  that  is  not  based  upon 
the  Gospel."    With  this  Gospel  in  our  hand,  and  heart,  and  life, 
we  have  nothing  to  fear  for  ourselves  or  for  any.    Bot  for  this, 
wants,  difficulties,  and  sins  might  well  dishearten.    But  this,  we 
know,  is  the  power  of  God  and  the  presence  of  God  in  the  soul 
and  the  world.    Alas  for  him  who  does  not  know  it,  or  does  noth- 
ing to  aid  it !     If  there  be  a  man  who  is  unworthy  the  name  of  a 
Christian  and  freeman,  it  is  he  who  never  gives  or  toils  for  the  free- 
dom of  the  soul,  who  lives  and  dies  without  exerting  any  influence, 
unless  a  bad  one,  on  the  faith  and  life  of  the  thousands,  foreign  or 
native,  who  are  to  determine  the  character  of  society,  and  the 
power  of  our  civil  and  religious  institutions,  for  ages. 

Let  us  go  forth  in  the  spirit  of  the  Master,  and  the  power  of 
truth,  to  labor  unceasingly,  and  with  no  faint  heart,  fot  the  ad- 
vancement and  happiness  of  man. 

Hon.  John  G.  Roobbs  of  Boston  then  addressed   the 
meeting. 

The  resolve,  he  said,  spoke  of  the  history  of  the  Church  and  the 
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signs  of  the  times ;  he  proposed  to  lioiit  himself  to  oor  own  Church 
snd  our  own  times.  It  spoke  of  wide-spread  and  undeniable  wants ; 
he  proposed  to  limit  himself  to  two  of  the  wants  or  evils  now  ex- 
isting :  the  want  of  a  more  permanent  union  and  interest  between 
the  minister  and  the  parish,  and  the  want  of  more  active  cooperation 
for  missions,  tracts,  education,  and  other  religious  objects.  A  con- 
siderable part  of  religious  intelligence  consists  of  notices  that  one 
minister  has  left  one  parish,  and  that  another  minister  is  about  to 
leave  another ;  that  one  parish  has  a  temporary  supply,  and  thai 
another  has  hired  a  minister  for  a  year.  The  means  contributed 
for  the  religious  objects  which  he  had  mentioned  were  also  small 
in  proportion  to  the  ability  of  the  denomination. 

It  would  be  a  great  gain  if  we  could  discover  that  both  these 
evils  arose  in  a  considerable  degree  from  a  single  cause,  and  ad- 
mitted of  a  single  remedy.  Without  asserting  positively  that  this 
is  so,  he  would  venture  one  or  two  suggestions. 

There  are  two  ways  of  acting  on  the  mind  by  the  minister ; 
one  way  direct,  the  minister  alone  being  active,  and  the  parish* 
ioner  passive  and  merely  actefl  upon,  as  in  preaching.  The  other 
way,  where  the  minister  excites  the  parish  to  a  common  action 
with  himself,  and  both,  moved  by  the  same  motives  and  excited  by 
the  same  interest,  act  together  fur  a  common  purpose  of  doing 
good.  We  have  all  of  us  known  ministers  who,  with  little  power 
in  the  pulpit,  by  means  of  social  action  produced  more  effect  than 
many  better  preachers.  We  have  also  known  some  among  titem 
who,  by  these  social  means,  had  inspired  such  an  interest  and 
created  such  esteem  and  affection  in  the  parish  towards  themselves, 
that  every  word,  tone,  and  look  in  the  pulpit  went  to  the  hearts 
of  their  hearers,  who  were  filled  with  wonder  that  others  thought 
them  dull.  Said  an  old  lady,  "  You  may  print  the  sermon,  but 
you  can't  print  the  tone  *' ;  yet  this  very  tone  might  be  disagreea- 
ble to  strangers,  with  whose  joys  and  griefs,  congratulations  and 
consolations,  it  had  never  been  associated,  and  of  whose  common 
action  and  sympathy  it  had  made  no  part.  Thus  men  may  act 
more  effectually  on  others  by  first  acting  wUh  them*   Those  whose 
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hearts  have  often  kindled  in  oommofi  action  with  oor  own  Ibr  a 
irenerons  pnrpoee,  ate  not  parted  with  so  easily  as  parishes  and 
ministers  often  part  now. 

It  will  not  do  to  trust  as  mneh  as  we  hate  done  to  aetin^  on 
Others  hy  preaehing  only.  There  are  present  caoses  which  di« 
minish  its  effect.  The  oongregational  form  of  serriee,  in  whidi 
the  minister  does  all  and  the  parish  are  passtre,  hecomes  in  the 
^urse  of  time  itself  a  hinderance.  It  certainly  increases  other 
diflScalties.  The  multiplication  of  books,  scienttfic  and  Iftetsry 
lectures,  the  amount  of  newspaper  reading,  share  and  diminish  the 
interest  of  preaching'.  It  in  less  necessary,  and  does  not,  as  for* 
merly,  constitute  a  great  part  of  the  literature  of  many  heareis. 
There  are  other  causes  existing  at  present,  which  render  an  amfience 
less  impressible.  But  it  does  not  follow,  because  they  are  harder 
to  act  upon  when  they  are  passive,  that  it  will  be  more  difficult 
to  act  with  them  and  excite  their  sympathy  for  a  common  parpose. 

There  are  two  ways  of  exciting  interest  open  to  a  minisler. 
He  may  do  this  by  himself,  showing  a  great  personal  interest  ia 
the  fkmily  and  personal  concerns  of  the  parishioner.  This  in- 
terest, though  not  of  a  high  nature,  may  be  turned  to  good  effect 
But  when  the  hearts  of  both  minister  and  parishioner  warm  and 
kindle  each  other  with  noble  sympathies  and  active  energy  to  ae- 
eoroplish  some  great  object  of  Christian  bencTolenee,  this  is  a 
higher  and  holier  interest,  looking  beyond  themselTes.  Bat  pre- 
tiops  eonsideration  and  preparation  may  be  necessary.  It  were 
well  that  the  minister  should  know  his  people,  and  select  the  ob- 
ject which  win  most  interest  them  ;  that  he  should  nnderaiand  the 
best  manner  of  approaching  them,  and  the  persons  first  to  be  en- 
listed ;  the  key  to  every  sympathy,  and  the  means  to  orereorae  ob- 
stacles. We  ask  so  seldom,  that  any  asking  seems  strange.  We 
bring  our  claim  with  a  distrust  and  diffidence  which  enconnges 
refusal.  We  call  it  begging  ;  and  if  we  look  and  act  like  beggars, 
others  will  regard  us  as  such.  If  we  look  like  pickpockets,  we 
shall  be  so*  treated.  The  claims  of  duty  should  not  appear  like 
requests  tor  favor.  We  ^ould  speak  with  the  authority  off  the 
Gospel,  and  in  the  higher  tones  of  Christian  duty  and  obligatioii. 
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It  may  be  said  that  ministers  leave  parishes  in  which  oommon 
action  has  ezbted  by  Bible-dasses,  conferences,  and  Sunday 
schools.  Yes,  and  without  them  they  would  have  left  much 
sooner.  But  these  are  not  enough  ;  common  action,  to  hare  its 
best  effect,  should  be  external.  Draw  narrow  lines  round  our 
sympathies,  and  they  grow  too  weak  to  do  much.  When  they 
flow  forth  generously  towards  others,  they  have  their  greatest 
power.  When  is  a  parish  so  strong  as  when.it  baa  succeeded  in 
m  noble  effort  for  others  ?  When  does  it  feel  so  rich  and  able  to 
pay  its  minister,  and  raise  money  for  itself,  as  when  it  has  raised 
liberally  and  paid  liberally  for  others  t  It  is  an  old  saying,  that  a 
town  that  cannot  support  one  minis^r  can  support  two.  Each 
parish  is  thrown  into  common  action  by  its  common  feeling  and 
sympathy  of  opposition  to  the  other.  If  the  sympathy  in  opposi- 
tion will  do  this,  the  sympathy  of  love  will  do  more. 

The  speaker  said  he  knew  how  oAen  the  affairs  of  one  profes- 
sion were  mistaken  by  another,  and  feared  he  had  not  spoken  with 
that  diffidence  which  such  a  knowledge  should  inspire.  But  still 
he  hoped  the  clergy  would  excuse  him,  if  he  urged  them  not  to 
expect  the  former  effects  from  preaching  only ;  not  to  suffer  the 
interest  arising  from  a  common  exercise  of  Christian  benevolence 
to  be  monopolized  by  the  laity  ;  not  to  permit  the  influence  of  the 
minister  to  be  diminished  by  a  timidity  which  makes  him  shrink 
from  ^presenting  or  being  forward  in  such  undertakings;  not  to 
limit  his  view  to  the  effect  of  a  iirst  effort ;  but  to  look  further, 
and  to  consider  what  will  be  the  state  of  the  parish,  and  his  rela- 
tions to  it,  when  common  efforts  of  Christian  benevolence  havQ 
been  naturalized  there.  Common  action  is  the  feature  of  the  time ;  \, 
it  will  act  with  the  clergy  or  against  them,  as  they  use  or  shrink 
from  it  They  have  less  and  less  to  liope  from  action  on  passive 
hearers,  and  more  and  more  to  hope  from  the  feeling  and  sympa- 
thies of  common  action  originating  with  them,  and  from  the  love, 
respect,  and  influence  which  it  reflects  back  on  its  authors. 

S.  Resohed,  That  the  history  of  Christian  beneficence,  and  the 
examples  of  efficient  labor  in  other  directions,  show  that,  while  the 

3» 
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itrsngfth  ofevvrj  enterpriM  lies  in  the  pnritj  of  pevaoiiBl  eoovie- 
tion  aod  aotioiii  saooeM  in  the  difinaion  of  tinth  d^wndo  Tory  unA 
eo  anion  of  indiTidnal  reeounes. 

Bev.  Barzillai  Frost  of  Concord  was  invited  to  speak 
to  this  resolution. 

It  ia  plain,  Sir,  that  the  eflieiency  of  thia  Aaaoetation  depeoda 
on  a  hearty  faith  in  thia  reaolotion.  The  whole  priociple  of  a»- 
aociated  action  haa  heen  openly  called  in  qneation  aaauog  na,  and 
not  a  few  who  aoeepi  it  as  a  principle  of  action  are  filled  with  on- 
defioed  apprehenaiona  and  timidity  in  legatd  to  fiitiunB  poaathle 
erila. 

I  ahill  paaa  by  wholly  that  daaa  of  donbta  th^t  may  be  laieed 
With  equal  planaihility  to  the  eziatenoe  of  matter,  the  beinirof  God, 
and  the  possibility  of  moral  freedom.  Bnt  there  ia  one  diificalty, 
growing  out  of  the  operation  of  thia  principle  in  pastagea,  that  Uea 
with  the  weight  of  a  practical  objection  npon  many  ainmg  aad 
clear  minds.  They  look  at  the  manner  in  which  associated  accioa 
haa  crushed  indiTidnal  freedom,  mil  and  reKgiona,  and 
the  thought,  the  conscienee,  and  the  heart  of  each  to  the 

In  goTernment,  it  has  turned  society  into  a  machine,  in  wbicb  the 
rulers  alone  have  been  auppoaed  to  hare  intelligence  or  oonaeience^ 
and  all  the  rest  to  be  mere  wheels  and  banda.  In  heathen  rel^ 
iona  and  Christian  sects,  it  has  organized  the  masa,  to  too  great  an 
extent,  into  a  living  body,  of  which  the  Sovereign  Pontiff',  the 
P^pe,  or  a  spiritual  oligarchy,  was  the  head,  and  all  others,  bat  or- 
gana  and  limbs,  in  rjuite  another  sense  from  that  of  the  Apoatle 
when  he  compared  the  Christian  Church  to  a  body,  of  which  in- 
dividuals were  all  members,  one  of  another.  And  ao  ftr  is  this 
carried,  even  in  Protestant  sects  and  republican  governments,  now, 
that  the  individual  conscience  most  give  way  to  the  majority  in  all 
Cases.  Thus  has  individual  freedom  and  responaibifity  been  crushed 
by  this  principle. 

But  do  you  bring  thia  abuse  of  a  mighty  principle  aa  an  argv* 
ment  againat  ila  uael    Aa  well  might  a  general,  ezaoiiniiig  tbe 
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keen  edge  and  testing  the  temper  of  a  Damtacus  blade»  rejeel  il, 
beeatise  it  would  be  formidaUe  in  the  bands  of  hia  enemiea.  Hia 
folly  would  be  still  greater,  if^  assured  it  was  already  in  the  bands 
of  the  enemy,  he  should  decline  to  take  the  only  weapon  whose 
temper  and  ed^  would  stand  the  shock  of  his  foe.  Those  who 
make  thia  objection  forget  that,  while  this  principle  has  combined 
the  powers  of  evil  and  the  enemies  of  truth  and  liberty  on  the  one 
aide,  it  has  marahaUed  the  sacramental  hosts  of  God^s  elect  on  the 
other. 

What  was  it  that  enabled  the  few  nnlettered  disciples  of  Christ 
to  carry  his  religion  in  triumph  over  the  auperstitiona  and  corrupt 
tiona  of  the  world  ?  The  secret  was  in  that  union  which  it  Vas 
the  purpose  of  Christ's  last  intenriew  at  the  Supper  to  cfinsiftn* 
mate.  Never  did  power  go  forth  like  that  which  emanated  from 
the  little  Churoh  in  the  upper  chamber  in  Jerusalem,  because  never 
waa  there  such  union.  Not  only  had  they  one  faith  and  one  heart, 
Wt  one  treasury.  And  everywhere,  as  soon  as  a  few  had  heeo 
gathered  as  a  branch  of  the  same  Church,  each  laid  by  in  store,  on 
the  first  day  of  the  week,  as  Grod  had  prospered  him,  and  it  waa 
forwaided  to  the  common  treasury  at  Jerusalem.  From  this,  sup* 
plies  were  sent  to  every  solitary  missiooary,  in  his  distant  station,' 
that  he  might  not  be  chargeable  to  his  new  converta  and  bring 
upon  himself  the  suspicion  of  worldly  motives.  Thus  not  only  the 
sympathy  and  prayera,  but  the  earthly  substance,  of  the  whole 
body  sustained  each  member,  and  fired  his  faith,  his  aeal,  his  cour- 
age, to  face  a  frowning  and  persecuting  world.  Rome  conquered 
the  workl  by  her  phalanx,  a  military  array  so  compact,  that,  how- 
ever small  in  numbers,  it  was  impenetrable  to  an  enemy.  By  a 
similar  moral  union  of  action,  as  well  as  of  faith,  Christianity  con- 
quered Rome  in  a  few  centuries,  and  placed  a  Christian  on  the 
throne  of  the  Cesars.  « 

It  is  within  the  memory  of  not  the  oldest  in  this  assembly,  that 
some  seven  or  eight  noble  men,  some  of  them  still  living,  seeing 
the  devastationa  of  intemperance,  assembled  in  this  city  to  take 
oounaeL    To  some  of  them  the  evil  seemed  too  great  to  be  en* 
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countered.  Their  hearts  fainted^  and  they  were  hopeleaau  The 
remark  of  one  of  that  number  will  caoae  his  oame  to  be  for  ever 
aaaociated,  not  with  the  seven  wise  men  of  Greeee,  but  with  that 
greater  number  of  Christian  sages  who  are  the  light  of  the  world. 
Mr.  Dexter  said,  **•  What  is  right  is  practicable."  On  faith  ia 
that  proposition  they  formed  a  society;  investigated  the  truth; 
raised  means;  sent  their  missionaries  into  every  vaUagOt  and 
county,  and  State,  and  a  vast  majority  of  the  wisdom  and  worth  of 
the  land  and  all  lands  joined  them  ;  the  inebriates  from  the  gutteis 
flocked  to  their  standard ;  the  appetites,  the  evil  habits  and  propen- 
sities,  and  the  interests  of  men  gave  way  before  a  mighty  principle 
carfied  forward  by  associated  action.  Men  had  been  preaching 
against  it  individually,  since  the  beginning  of  the  woridi,  and  had 
scarcely  made  a  convert. 

A  venerable  man  has  just  been  laid  in  his  grave,  with  appro- 
priate honors,  on  whose  heart  the  Spirit  of  God  first  distinctly  im- 
pressed the  spirit  of  missions  on  this  continent.  Dr.  Judsoe  was 
then  a  youth  in  college.  A  few  young  men  of  kindred  spirit 
kindfed  with  the  same  desire  in  sympathy.  They  appealed  to  the 
churches.  Many  Ministerial  Associations  discouraged  the  idea  tt 
impracticable.  But  the  spark  kindled  by  God*s  Spirit  was  not  to 
be  quenched  by  man*s  interference.  At  length  a  few  ChristiaBt 
determined  to  raise  the  means  to  send  them  to  the  heathen.  And 
now  every  Christian  sect  is  united  in  a  great  oiqganitatioa  for  this 
purpose.  The  Baptists,  for  the  last  year,  by  contributing  twenty^ 
nine  cents  for  every  church  mepiber  on  an  average,  have  raised 
$  95,000.  And  the  Society  for  Foreign  Missions,  by  contribut- 
ing seventy-four  cents  a  member,  has  raised  $846,000.  In 
Africa  alone,  —  that  benighted  region,  —  in  1847,  there  were 
170  missionary  stations,  17,000  conununicants,  and  20,000  pupils. 
Whole  heathen  communities  have  been  christianized,  as  in  the 
Sandwich  Islands.  There  is  scarcely  a  nation  on  the  globe,  from 
the  northern  to  the  southern  pole,  where  the  Gospel  and  Christiia 
science  and  civilization  have  not  got  a  footing.  Can  ihe  darkness 
of  heathenism  remain  before  the  beacon-firea  of  truth  kindled  sll 
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over  the  earth  ?  As  well  might  old  Night  maintain  its  reign 
when  God  said,  Let  there  be  light.  As  well  may  savage  life 
flottrish  by  the  side  of  Christian  civilisation* 

Almost  8B  much  has  been  done  for  home  as  for  foreign  mi»* 
sions,  by  ail  sects.  It  is  owing  to  this  associated  action  of  the 
sects,  that  there  is  scarcely  a  small  'settlement  in  the  backwoods 
of  New  England,  or  the  prairies  of  the  West,  where  there  is  not 
a  preacher  of  Christ,  and  a  Sunday  school,  permanent  or  occa- 
sional. Our  efibrts  have  been  confined  chiefly  to  home  missions, 
if  that  can  be  called  '*  home  "  which  includes  one  half  of  the  globe. 
The  Reports  of  your  Secretaries,  and  especially  the  one  from  which 
we  have  heard  copious  extracts  this  evening,  make  the  history  of 
this  Association  too  well  known  to  require  a  word  from  me.  Its 
whole  history  is  one  illustration  of  the  value  of  associated  effort. 
The  Thsslogical  School  it  has  aided  and  cherished,  every  minister 
it  has  helped  to  educate,  every  feeble  society  it  has  helped  to  sus" 
tain  until  in  some  instances  it  is  able  to  sustain  itself  and  one  or 
two  other  societies,  are  fruits  of  the  union  of  individual  resources. 

In  past  ages  of  general  ignoranoe  and  superstition,  such. power 
did  this  principle  of  associated  action  give  to  the  few  who  had 
knowledge  and  talent,  that  they  too  often  crushed  and  oppressed 
the  maltitude.  Now  the  spread  of  knowledge,  freedom,  and  re* 
^oo  have  almost  taken  away  the  power  of  abuse. 

But  the  same  causes  have  given  vastly  increased  power  of  good 
to  this  principle.  God  in  his  providence  seems  just  vn«sting  this 
terrible  instmment  of  oppression  from  the  wicked,  and  putting  it 
into  the  hands  of  his  servants.  Let  us  not  cast  it  avray  now. 
The  union  of  the  many,  ooerced  by  the  power  of  the  few,  is  giv- 
ing place  to  voluntary  association.  There  can  be  little  danger  of 
association  when  any  individual  may  siep  aside  at  pleasure,  where 
the  power  of  the  many  cannot  reach  him.  The  tendencies  of  the 
human  mind,  now  that  it  has  just  escaped  coercion,  are  oentrifugal. 
Since,  then,  we  can  unite  without  danger,  let  us  make  a  hearty, 
eloee,  efficient  union  of  sympathy  and  means  for  the  advancement 
sf  Christian  truth. 
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Hon.  Hbnrt  Chapin  of  Worcester  spoke  as  follows. 

Mr.  President, — I  am  aware  of  the  difierenoe  between  the 
temples  of  Mammon  and  of  Justice,  and  this  temple  dedicated  to 
the  worship  of  the  living  God.  I  am  aware  that  it  is  a  haxardous 
experiment  for  a  layman  to  rise  and  speak  upon  sacred  thio^  in  a 
presence  like  this.  Yet  in  full  view  of  all  this,  I  shall  Tentnie  hdefly 
to  second  and  sustain  the  resolation  before  us. 

The  resolution,  if  I  understand  its  import,  ineulcateB  onity  of 
action  and  energy  among  liberal  Christians.  At  a  time  like  tlits, 
it  is  well  that  this  subject  should  be  brought  distinctly  before  as. 
This  is  an  age  of  intense  energy  and  activity.  We  ride  upon  the 
wings  of  the  wind,  the  yapors  bear  our  burdens,  and  the  ferreot 
lightnings  hasten  to  bear  our  messages  of  business  or  of  pleasure 
to  the  remotest  comers  of  the  land.  The  elements  of  natare  are, 
more  than  ever  before,  brought  under  the  influence  of  the  human 
will.  Men  move  in  masses  to  the  accomplishment  of  good  or  erii, 
and  the  results  of  their  efforts  seem  to  depend,  to  a  great  ezteni, 
upon  the  unity  of  the  spirit  with  which  they  are  prosecuted. 

And  here  I  must  be  allowed  to  say,  that  there  seems  to  exist 
among  us  an  apparent  want  of  faith  in  the  efficacy  of  coooerted 
action.  I  may  be  wrong.  The  lessons  of  early  life  may  have 
given  a  wrong  impression,  yet  I  cannot  escape  from  their  in- 
fluence. I  listened"  in  my  childhood  and  youth  to  the  teachings 
of  the  straightest  sect  I  sat,  as  it  were,  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel^ 
and  although  I  have  so  far  departed  ficom  the  faith  of  the  lathers 
as  to  believe  there  may  be  "  a  diversity  of  gif^,  yet  the  same 
spirit,"  a  unity  in  the  religious  feelings  of  the  heart  while  there 
is  a  difference  in  the  theological  sentiments  of  the  headi  yet  the 
zeal,  energy,  and  devotion  of  the  votaries  of  a  self-styled  Evangel- 
ical faith,  the  unity  and  ardor  with  which  great  moral  and  re- 
ligious enterprises  have  been  cazried  on  by  the  members  of  a 
sterner  sect  than  our  own,  have  so  far  impressed  themaelv^  upon 
the  memory  of  the  past,  as  to  constitute  within  me»  to  a  certain 
extent,  the  standard  of  sincerity,  and  to  lead  me  to  regret  thai 
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• 

there  should  seem  to  exist  among  us  an  apparent  infidelity  upon 
tlie  subject  now  under  discussion* 

Be  this  as  it  may,  it  remains  a  fact  not  to  be  disputed,  that  great 
Tesults  have  generally  been  the  consequence  of  combined  action. 
The  philosopher  in  his  closet,  the  scholar  in  his  study,  and  the 
prophet  in  communing  with  his  Maker,  may  develop  great  truths, 
but  it  takes  the  living  masses  of  men  to  give  practical  vitality  to 
those  truths,  and  to  scatter  them  broadcast  over  the  land.  The 
Hebrew  prophet  could  ascend  the  mountain,  and,  amid  the 
thunders  and  lightnings  of  Sinai,  receive  the  laws  a/one,  but  he 
could  not  carry  them  to  Canaan.  It  required  that  great  multitude, 
with  their  eyes  fixed  upon  the  pillar  of  cloud  by  day  and  the 
pillar  of  fire  by  night,  to  bear  on  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  conquer 
opposing  nations,  and  guaranty  to  coming  generations  a  Saviour 
o£  the  line  of  David.  Perhaps  one  of  the  best  illustrations-  of 
mere  singleness  in  action  is  found  in  the  days  of  chivalry,  when 
each  kdight-errant  bound  on  his  own  shield  and  helmet,  be- 
strode his  own  beast,  went  forth  to  do  battle  against  the  world  in 
behalf  of  the  weak  and  oppressed,  and  left  the  problem  all  un- 
solved whether  the  world  was  made  better  or  worse  than  it  was 
before.  An  example  of  a  far  different  character,  both  in  its  nature 
and  effect,  is  found  in  the  American  Revoluticin.  The  Conven- 
tion at  Philadelphia  could  adopt  the  immortal  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence, and  its  members  could  pledge  to  each  other  their 
lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their  sacred  honor,  but  it  was  the  com- 
bined energies  of  three  millions  of  people,  bound  together  by  a 
common  interest  and  a  common  patriotism,  which  could  sunder 
the  bonds  which  bound  them  to  the  mother  country,  and  fight 
their  way  to  nationality  and  freedom. 

May  I  be  allowed  to  say  one  word  more  ?  Great  as  are  the  re- 
salts  of  a  union  of  the  eflforts  and  energies  of  individuals,  it  is  not 
without  its  dangers.  There  is  danger  that  men  engaged  deeply  in 
a  cause  which  is  dear  to  them  should  overlook  the  great  principle 
which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  all  liberal  Christianity,  that  we  are 
to  look  not  for  a  coincidence  of  intellectual  opinions,  but  for  a  unity 
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in  the  feelings  aad  motives  of  the  heart.  There  is  danger  that  ire 
should  directly  or  indirectly  attempt  to  tyrannize  oirer  the  iodlTid- 
ual  consciences  of  men,  and  thus  help  to  make  them  hypocrites  for 
the  mere  reason  that  it  may  not  be  pleasant  to  differ  in  opiniim 
from  those  with  whom  one  undertakes  to  act  in  concert.  This 
should  never  be.  Far  better  would  it  be,  that  one  should  go  a 
hermit  to  his  grave,  than  that  the  free  pulsations  of  an  honesi 
heart  should  be  enslaved,  or  the  free  utterances  of  aa  hctfiest 
tongae  should  be  silenced. 

Especially  is  this  true  in  a  country  like  our  own.  Every  breen 
which  blows  from  our  mountains,  every  wave  which  breaks  Qpo« 
OUT  coasts,  every  truth  which  breathea  out  from  the  dedaratiuos 
of  our  fathers,  proclaims  that  here^  if  nowhere  else,  pfrfect  freuhm 
should  be  guarantied  to  man.  And  if  the  liberal  ChrisUaDs  of  the 
day  shall  disregard  the  lessons  which  are  here  taught  so  elearlj 
that  he  who  runs  may  read  them,  then  will  t^ey  prove  them- 
selves unworthy  of  their  name,  and,  like  the  assembly  whieh 
gathered  together  at  Babel,  lose  the  only  peculiarity  which  baa 
bound  them  together  as  a  people. 

3.  Resolved,  That  personal  holiness,  originating  in  an  active 
faith,  and  expressed  in  the  practical  life,  is  at  once  the  proof  and 
the  method  of  a  true  reconciliation  of  the  soul  to  God. 

Rev.  Edmund  H.  Sears  of  Wayland  moved  the  ac- 
ceptance of  this  resolution,  and  spoke  as  follows  :  — ^ 

Mr.  President,  —  I  am  sorry  that  I  feel  so  unequal  to  the  discos- 
mon  of  the  subject  of  this  resolution ;  not  the  less  so  because  I  am 
profoundly  impressed  with  its  exceeding  importance,  for  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  any  subject  which  cc^ld  come  before  this  audience 
with  which  the  life  and  proaperity  of  the  denomination  are  ao  in- 
timately connected,  as  the  one  which  this  resolution  comprehends. 
We  picture  to  ourselves  the  lofty  ideals  of  Christian  excellence  ; 
we  paint  the  beauty  and  the  loveliness  of  virtue ;  but  the  question 
comes  up  from  anxious  minds,  —  it  has  come  up  to  me  from  such 
minds  through  my  whole  ministry,  —  How  can  we  attain  to  thb  vir* 
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tae!  How  can  we  make  these  lofty  ideals  come  down  into  prao- 
tice  ?  And  perhaps  we  haTe  not  always  kept  in  view  the  origin  of 
the  Christian  virtues,  not  always  remembered  that  close  within 
this  practical  world,  and  underlying  all  its  activities,  there  is  a  spirit- 
world,  without  whose  life  and  action  all  our  morality  is  no  bettec 
than  a  name  and  a  show. 

The  resolution,  if  I  understand  it,  asserts  the  doctrine  that  there 
is  no  personal  holiness  that  does  not  originate  in  a  living  faith. 
Sir,  I  believe  it.  In  other  words,  I  believe  in  the  old  doctrine  of 
Paul  of  justification  hyfailh,  in  distinction  from  the  more  modem 
doctrine  of  justification  by  dogma.  For  what  is  faith  t  *lt  is  not 
belief.  It  is  not  the  result  merely  of  a  logical  argument,  —  not 
an  opinion  which  a  man  holds  after  a  nice  balancing  of  evidence 
aod  probabilities.  Paul  does  not  mean  that.  Faith  is  such  an  ap- 
pzehension  of  spiritual  things,  —  God,  the  immortal  world,  the 
human  soul  bursting  with  its  capacities  aod  its  awful  destinies,  — 
that  these  truths  stand  out  bold  and  bright  and  clear,  and  form  to 
us  a  world  in  which  we  live  and  move  and  have  our  being,  not 
leas  real  than  this  world  of  sense  and  matter  that  lies  about  us. 
That  is  faith,  and,  in  my  opinion,  nothing  short  of  that  is  faith. 
The  man  of  faith  no  more  needs  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the 
objects  of  faith,  than  the  man  of  sense  needs  evidence  of  the  ex- 
istence of  the  objects  of  sense. 

Well,  the  proposition  is,  that  this  faith  originates  personal  holi* 
ness.  And  why  ?  Because  such  a  faith  takes  hold  of  us,  and 
ruiea  us,  aad  possesses  us.  The  idea  of  God  thus  apprehended 
glows  within  us  like  a  noonday  sun.  Immortality  broods  over  us 
like  the  day,  as  Wordsworth  says.  And  is  it  not  true,  that  a  man 
will  always  be  swayed  by  those  things  which  for  t^e  time  being 
seem  to  him  the  most  substantial  verities  t  If  they  be  wordly  ii>- 
lerests,  material  good,  he  will  follow  them.  His  religion,  if  he 
have  any,  will  bend  to  them,  and  he  will  bow  down  to  the  God  of 
this  world.  On  the  other  hand,  if  spiritual  things  seem  most  real 
to  him,  he  will  follow  them ;  this  world  and  all  its  interests  will 
bend  to  them.  And  that  is  holiness.  For  holiness,  by  the  very 
VOL.  xj^iv.  —  NO.  277.  4 
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defiDUion  of  the  word,  is  the  coosecration  of  all  tbat  we  are  az2<i 
all  that  we  have  unto  God. 

It  was  ray  good  fortune  —  yea,  I  waa  about  calling  it  good  for- 
tune—  to  be  educated  under  the  influence  of  the  old  Aasemblj's 
Catechism ;  for  I  got  good  impressions  from  it,  Dotwithstandicg 
its  gnarled  and  crabbed  theology,  and  the  thorns  and  briers  which 
it  had  sticking  out  all  over  it  And  there  is  one  thing  whidi,  in 
that  theology,  constitutes  in  my  opinion  the  chief  element  of  its 
power.  It  is  its  exceeding  definiteness.  All  the  abetractiona  of  re- 
ligion ii^that  creed  take  a  local  habitation  and  a  name.  We  are 
accustomed  to  speak  of  its  mysteries  and  afaeurditiesi  and  th« 
amoke  of  metaphysics  in  which  it  is  invoWed.  But  I  tell  you  that, 
to  those  who  believe  them,  its  doctrines  are  no  mysteriee.  Those 
words,  God,  judgment,  heaven,  and  hell,  have  a  meaning  to  them 
which  is  terribly  definite. 

Now  I  do  not  see  why  a  true  and  a  liberal  theology  may  not 
have  just  this  same  element  of  power ;  why  it  may  not  be  just  as 
definite  as  a  false  one.  Dr.  Channing  remarked,  some  ten  years 
ago,  that  Unitarianism  roust  undergo  important  modificatioDs  aad 
developments,  ere  it  could  touch  living  springs  in  the  aooL  I 
believe  it  has  the  germs  and  elements  of  just  such  a  deTelopmeDt. 
and  that  this  development  is  towards  a  more  positive  and  vitalising 
faith.  Why  may  we  not  conceive  of  God,  not  as  a  set  of  quali- 
ties and  attributes,  but  as  a  living  person,  whose  countenanoe  ever 
ahinea  above  us  like  the  sun  shining  in  his  strength !  Why  is  not 
the  spiritual  world  unveiled  to  us,  so  that  its  forms  come  out  dis- 
tinct and  bold,  and  seize  the  imagination  and  hold  it  captive? 
Why  might  not  our  theories  of  human  nature,  instead  of  touching 
on  the  surfiioe  of  man,  go  into  him  and  explore  him,  and  send 
down  the  blaze  of  truth  among  his  biases  and  proclivities  to  evil, 
making  all  that  is  wrong  in  him  stand  out  black  in  the  light,  so 
that  he  will  cry  out  and  pray  for  a  clean  heart,  as  the  only  thing 
which  he  cannot  live  without,  either  in  this  life  or  the  life  to 
come? 

With  such  a  faith  as  this,  I  do  not  think  we  need  be  concerned 
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about  the  practical  life.  It  would  hardly  be  Decessary  to  preach 
morality.  Such  a  faith  would  of  itself  go  out  into  practice.  It  wouU 
create  for  itself  a  lovely  and  a  pure  morality.  The  life  within 
would  be  manifest  in  the  life  without.  Just  as  the  juices  of  the 
tree  flow  into  all  the  branches,  and  clothe  them  with  foliage  and 
bloom,  and  spread  out  all  the  scenery  of  spring-time,  eyen  thus 
would  the  inward  life  created  by  such  a  faith  flow  over  all  the 
practical  life,  and  make  all  its  deserts  blossom  as  the  rose. 

I  agree  with  all  that  has  been  said  of  social  action.  I  appre- 
ciate the  value  of  our  social  appliances,  whereby  we  seek  to  create 
and  keep  alive  an  interest  in  religion.  But  how  clear  is  it  that 
we  must  draw  from  deeper  wells  than  these.  All  interest  in  re- 
ligion resting  on  these  alone  will  pass  away  like  the  morning  cloud 
and  the  early  dew.  We  must  come  back,  aAer  all,  to  the  largest, 
and  most  vital  action  of  the  intellect,  or  rather  of  the  whole  soal 
acting  through  the  intellect,  creating  this  faith  which  has  been 
described,  whose  clearly  defined  objects  moTe  and  sway  the  feel- 
ings and  afllections  as  the  heavenly  bodies  move  the  tides. 

I  suppose  no  man  ever  had  more  power  in  moving  the  feelings 
of  the  masses  than  Whitefield.  But  he  leA  no  mark  upon  society. 
All  traces  of  his  preaching  soon  passed  away.  And  when  we 
read  Ms  published  sermons,  I  think  we  see  the  reason  of  this. 
They  have  no  framework  of  Christian  doctrine ;  I  take  it  for 
granted,  that  they  are  the  most  remarkable  collection  of  pious  and 
solemn  nothings  that  ever  fell  from  the  lips  of  man.  On  the  other 
hand,  John  Wesley,  with  far  less  power  than  Whitefield  in  etcit- 
ing  the  feelings  of  men,  bat  with  far  more  power  in  putting  ideas 
into  their  minds  and  lodging  them  there,  and  organizing  churchee 
and  societies  around  those  ideas,  laid  the  foundation  of  a  denomi- 
nation which  perhaps  has  spread  wider,  and  accomplished  greater 
good,  than  any  other  denomination  in  Christendom. 

How  is  it  in  worldly  matters?  Suppose  you  would  construct  a 
railroad,  you  would  not  get  men  together  and  exhort  them  to  feel 
deeply  upon  the  subject  Yon  would  first  survey  the  route,  gather 
up  the  facts,  and  lexhibit  them  clearly.    And  then  men  would  be 
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noTfed,  and  moved  strongly,  to  that  apecifie  object  How  is  it  ia 
menca  t  Sappoae  yoa  would  interest  an  ignorant  man  in  the  anb* 
jeet  of  aatronomy,  yon  would  not  exhort  him  to  atar-gaziiig ;  yea 
wouM  put  the  telescope  to  hie  eye,  and  then  the  stupid  peaaant 
even  would  break  out  ia  a  about  of  wonder.  It  ia  just  ao  ia 
apiritoal  things ;  and  ia  not  faith  the  telescope  of  the  mind  that 
loringa  spiritual  tbinga  clear,  and  makea  their  outlinea  d^oec  and 
bright,  and  reaoWes  all  Iheae  dim  nebula  into  anna  and  ataia? 
With  aU  our  other  means,  then,  Ibr  exciting  an  intoreat  in  religion, 
let  ua  hare  profoonder  thought,  prolonged  meditation,  gwamg,  as 
M iltOB  aaya,  on  the  bright  countenance  of  truth  in  the  quiet  aad 
flCil]  air  of  delightful  study. 


Bsv.  Edmund  B.  VVillsou ,  of  Grafton,  to  riaiog  to 
ood  the  reaolutioD,  said  :  — 

Re  had  been  expected  to  ofier  aome  remarks  upon  the  aubject 
embraced  in  the  resolution,  but  he  thought  we  had  reached  a  point, 
after  the  addreto  of  the  last  speaker,  when  it  would  be  well  to 
elose  the  meeting.  For  one,  he  should  like  to  retire  beyond  the 
bustle  of  this  noisy  city  ;  but  he  supposed  he  must  fulfil  the  duty 
teqnired  of  him.  He  remarked  that  the  resolution  contained  aa 
epitome  of  the  Gospel,  —  the  destiny  of  the  soul  and  the  plan  of  sal- 
nation.  Faith  is  the  root  of  all  persona]  holiness,  and  practical 
righteousness  its  fruit.  When  our  SaTiour  came  to  the  man  with 
m  withered  hand,  to  the  halt,  the  blind,  and  the  sick  of  the  palay, 
and  healed  them,  there  was  an  act  of  faith  on  their  part.  To  one 
he  aaid,  *'  Go ;  thy  faith  hath  sared  thee  " ;  to  another,  '*  Aeceid- 
hig  to  thy  faith  be  it  unto  thee/'  So  it  ia  apiritnany.  Christ 
eomea  to  us  to  heal  ua  of  our  moral  infirmities,  to  make  ns  wh<^ ; 
and  he  says  to  us,  '*  According  to  your  faith  be  it  unto  yen."  Hofi- 
Bess  is  wholeness,  perfect  soundness  of  every  part.  I  speA  from 
eonaciouaness  when  I  aay,  that  none  of  us  are  whole.  Seme  have 
eosified  hearts,  deadened  conacienoea,  with  diseased  and  distorted 
affeeitons.  How  many  there  ar6  who  lie  like  dead  men  in  Che 
preaenoe  of  Him  who  only  can  speak  the  words*of  lite  t 
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What  have  we  to  do  as  an  Association  t  We  should  make  it 
oar  aim  and  end  to  bring  men  into  the  possession  of  this  living 
faith,  that  they  may  press-  on  toward  a  life  of  practical  righteous- 
ness. As  language  is  both  expressive  and  suggestive  of  thought, 
so  the  exercise  of  a  righteous  and  Christian  life  is  both  the  fruit 
and  the  nutriment  of  faith.  As  the  fruits  of  the  tree  ripen  in  the 
autumn  sun,  and,  if  not  removed,  fall  upon  the  roots  and  nourish 
the  tree  again,  so  do  the  fruits  of  righteousness  become  the  nutri- 
ment of  the  true  life  of  the  soul. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  past  contributions  of  our  scholars  to  the 
means  of  Biblical  study,  and  the  interest  taken  at  present  in  the 
formation  of  Bible  classes,  concur  with  the  claims  of  Scripture,  to 
impose  on  us  the  duty  of  an  earnest  and  constant  perusal  of  the 
sacred  volume. 

Re7.  Francis  Parkman,  D.  D.,  of  Boston,  was  invited 
to  speak  upon  this  resolution,  but  said  :  — 

He  was' admonished  by  the  lateness  of  the  hour  that  it  would  be 
improper  to  detain  the  audience  with  the  remarks  he  had  intended 
to  make.  He  should  like  to  have  presented  to  their  notice  some 
account  of  the  eminent  scholars  and  critics  who  had  by  their  com* 
mentaries  and  writings  illuminated  the  Scriptures,  and  enabled 
the  common  reader  to  go  to  the  sacred  volume  and  understand 
its  divinely  inspired  pages.  He  would  have  spoken  of  BIzra,  the 
glorious  company  of  the  Seventy,  of  Wicklifle,  and  of  lightfoot 
and  Griesbach  of  a  later  period,  and  the  mighty  host  of  learned 
men  who  have  given  their  study  and  life  to  the  exposition  of  the 
Bible.  He  would  also  have  spoken  of  the  importance  of  a  diligent 
study  of  the  Scriptures ;  but  he  must  reserve  what  he  had  intended 
to  offer  on  these  topics,  which,  perhaps,  he  might  present  on  some 
future  occasion. 

Francis  B.  Hatbs,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  seconded  the  reso- 
lution, but,  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  said  but.a  few 
words. 

4» 
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He  referred  aleo  to  the  benefit  thtt  had  been  eoBfened  on  the 
Chrietimn  world  by  the  labors  of  eminent  eeholara  in  the  criticaJ 
•tndj  and  explanation  of  the  BiUe.  He  regarded  the  diligent 
study  of  the  Scriptures  as  of  the  greatest  importance,  became  it 
saves  us  from  the  gloom  which  would  otherwise  come  over  ns  as 
we  hx>k  into  the  grave,  having  revealed  to  ns  its  great  doctrines  ef 
Kfe  and  immortality.  Although  Nature  affiirds  some  light  in  re- 
gant  to  the  attributes  and  providence  of  God,  yet  it  is  to  the 
Scriptures  we  roust  look  for  the  rsTelation  and  evidence  of  this 
truth,  and  also  as  the  rule  of  faith  and  moral  conduct. 

5.  Pesohedf  That  the  logical  and  spiritual  tendendes  of  Uni- 
tarian thought  lead,  not  to  scepticism  or  disorder,  but  to  a  eahn 
and  clear  laith. 

Bbv.  William  H.  Eliot,  of  St.  Louis,  addreaaiog  the 
President,  said : — 

If  the  responsibility  rested  upon  me,  I  would  not  speak,  hot  the 
xesponsibility  rests  upon  you,  and  I  will  say  a  few  words.  I 
have  heard  of  a  Christianity  without  Christ,  and  of  a  preacher 
whose  sermons  and  prayers,  so  far  as  the  mention  of  the  name  of 
Christ  is  concerned,  might  have  been  apparently  delivered  in  a 
Mohamqiedan  or  Pagan  temple  ;  but  there  has  been  no  such  -spirit 
manifested  here  to-night.  He  felt  that,  if  the  committee  could 
have  known  what  the  speeches  would  have  been  to-night,  they 
would  not  have  added  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Eliot  then  gave  an  interesting  account  of  his  church  in  St. 
Louis.  When  he  went  there  he  had  twelve  persons  at  the  com- 
munion. He  now  had  sometimes  as  many  as  one  hundred  and 
sixty.  How  were  they  made  Unitarians  t  Not  by  the  preaching 
of  dogmatic  and  controversial  theology,  but  by  teaching  them  the 
need  of  coming  nearer  to  Christ.  Though  not  strong,  their 
strength  consisted  in  the  power  of  their  Christian  faith  ;  the  calm* 
ness  and  resignation  with  which  they  could  meet  the  trials  of  life 
and  the  hour  of  death.    There  are  more  who  hare  become  Units- 
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xians  by  oonvictioo  of  the  heart,  than  by  an  increased  aeepticiBm 
of  the  mind. 

Bev.  Willum  Mountford,  of  Gloucester,  was  invited  ta 
apeak,  and  in  allusion  to  the  supposed  tendency  of  Unita* 
Tianism  to  scepticism,  said  :  — 

It  18  not  true.  The  spirit  of  Unitarianism  does  not  lead  to  scep- 
ticism. In  England  the  Unitarians  are  placed  in  a  position  to  test 
this  very  question.  They  stand  in  the  position  of  Reformers.  He 
said  that  nine  out  of  tweWe  of  the  Corn  League  were  Unitarians. 
lo  proportion  to  their  numbers,  they  exert  a  large  influence  upon 
the  public  mind.  That  influence  was  in  favor  of  a  sound  religious 
ftith.  Who  are  the  men  who  have  written  the  ablest  words,  and 
proved  themselves  the  ablest  defenders  of  the  Christian  religion, 
00  its  historical  as  well  as  its  internal  evidences!  They  have 
been  Unitarians.  The  very  men  who  had  exposed  the  errors  and 
dogmas  of  the  Church  had  been  the  strongest  advocates  of  the 
faith  common  to  all  Christians. 

Who,  in  other  lands,  are  the  men  who  have  broken  away  from  a 
traditional  belief,  and  lapsed,  not  into  some  other  more  rational 
form  of  (christian  faith,  but  into  the  depths  of  infidelity?  Ip 
France  they  had  fallen  from  Catholicism  into  worse  errors  still. 

He  referred  to  Milton,  and  Locke,  and  Newton,  and  Priestley. 
Their  Unitarianism  led  them,  not  to  scepticism,  but,  from  the  study 
of  Nature  and  her  laws,  to  the  further  study  of  the  Scriptures 
for  the  defence  of  Christianity  against  the  assaults  of  the  Ad- 
versary. 

Mr.  Monotford  alluded  to  our  great  rivers,  and  the  vast  country 
that  spreads  itself  to  the  westward.  Unless  an  influence  shall  go 
forth  from  our  religion,  unless  Christianity  shall  be  presented  to 
the  mind  in  a  form  that  cannot  be  rejected,  so  that  it  shall  interest 
and  move  the  heart,  those  beautiful  regions  will  lack  the  elements 
of  true  prosperity  and  power.  IjCt  us  labor  on  till  our  warfare  is 
accomplished,  and  the  world  is  blest,  and  the  kingdoms  of  this 
world  would  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  his  Christ. 
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ACT  OF  INCORPORATION. 

I 

COMMOHWEALTH   OF   MlfSACHOSETTS. 

In  the  year  one  tbontand  eight  hundred  and  forty -eeren. 

.9m  ,^ct  to  incorporate  the  American  Vnitarian  ^ssocuUum. 

Be  U  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepreaentatiTes,  ia 
General  Court  aFsemhlpd,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  aame,  as  fol- 
lows:—  Section].  Charles  Briggs,  Samuel  K.  Lothrop,  Henry  P. 
Fairbanks,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpora- 
tion, by  the  name  of  the  American  Unitarian  Aasociatioii,  with  all 
the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilitiea,  aad 
restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty-lburth  chapter  of  the  Revised  Stat- 
utes ;  and  said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal  estate  to  the 
value  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  devoted  excluaively  to  the  pro- 
motion of  the  interests  of  moral  and  religious  instruction.  Section  2. 
All  donations,  devises,  and  bequests  of  real  and  personal  estate,  which 
may  heretofore  have  been  made  to  the  American  Unitarian  Associa- 
tion, or  to  the  Executive  Committee  thereof,  shall  be  and  enure  to 
the  use  and  benefit  of  the  corporation  hereby  created,  to  be  appn^iri- 
ated,  however,  to  the  purposes  designated  in  any  other  donation,  de- 
vise, or  bequest.  Section  3.  This  Act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after 
its  passage. 

House  of  Representatives,  March  3d,  1S47.    Passed  to  be  enacted. 

£BKir.  Bradbvbt,  Sftaktr, 
In  Senate,  March  4, 1847.    Passed  to  be  enacted. 

W.  B.  Calhovw,  Pftndad, 
March  4th,  1847.    Approved. 

Gbo.  N.  Bbiscs. 
Secretary's  OJiee,  March  ^  1847. 
I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  Act. 

John  G.  Palfrbt^ 
Secretary  qfthe  ComaumiDeaUh, 

BY-LAWS. 

Article  1.    The  object  of  the  American  Unitarian  Aaaociation 
shall  be  to  diffuse  the  knowledge  and  promote  the  iniereats  of  pure 
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Chriitianity  tbroufhout  oor  coontry ;  and  all  Unitarian  Christian!  ia 
the  United  States  eball  be  invited  to  unite  and  coSperate  with  it  for 
that  porpoee. 

Art.  2.  An  annual  fubscription  of  one  dollar  ahall  conatitute  a 
peraon  a  member  io  long  as  sueh  subscription  be  paid,  and  a  subserip* 
tion  of  thirty  dollars  shall  eonstitute  a  person  a  member  for  life. 

Art.  3.  The  officers  shall  be  a  President,  two  Vice-Preaidents,  m 
Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  and  fi^e  Directors,  two  of  whom,  at  least, 
ahall  be  laymen.  These  officers  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot,  at  the  an- 
nual meeting,  and  ahall  hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  or  till  others 
be  chosen  in  their  stead. 

Art.  4.  These  officers  shall  constitute  an  EzecutiTe  Committea, 
who  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  each  month,  and  shall  have  charge  of 
nil  the  business  and  interests  of  the  Association,  the  directioit  of  ilt 
ftinds  and  operations,  with  power  to  fill  any  Taeanciee  that  may  oocor 
in  their  number,  between  any  two  annual  meetings,  and  to  call  special 
meetings  of  the  corporation  whenever  they  shall  deem  it  necessary  or 
expedient 

Art.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  keep  a  full  record 
of  the  meetings  of  the  corporation,  and  of  the  EzecutiTe  Comroittae ; 
to  conduct  the  correspondenoe  of  the  Association,  and  keep  an  accn* 
rRtely  arranged  file  of  the  same ;  and  in  general  to  perfbnn  sneh 
aenrices,  to  suggest,  devise,  and  execute,  under  the  direction  of  th# 
Executive  Committee,  such  plans  and  measures,  as  shall,  in  their 
judgment,  tend  to  promote  the  objects  of  the  Association,  increase  its 
usefulness,  and  enlarge  the  sphere  of  its  influence ;  and  his  salary 
■hall  be  determined  by  Tote  of  the  corporation  at  the  annual  meeting. 

Art.  6.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  shall  be  held  on 
the  Tuesday  before  the  last  Wednesday  io  May,  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M., 
Rt  such  place  in  the  city  of  Boston  as  the  Executive  Committee  may 
Appoint,  of  which  due  notice  ahall  be  given  by  advertieeaBent  in  two 
or  more  newspapers  published  in  Boston,  at  least  ten  days  previous. 

Art.  7.  Any  Rmendment  of  these  articles,  proposed  at  one  annual 
meeting,  may  be  adopted  at  the  next,  if  a  majority  of  the  membeit 
praaent  role  in  favor  of  it 
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The  following  clergymen  have  been  made  membeni  for  lift  of  the 
Aaiociation,  by  the  donation  of  thirty  dollars  or  more,  principallj 
from  ladiea  of  their  respective  societies. 


Abbot,  Abiel,  D.  D. 
Adams,  Edwin  G. 
Alden,  Seth 
Alger,  Horatio 
Alger,  William  R. 
Allen,  Joseph,  D.  D. 
Allen,  Joseph  H. 
Allen,  T.  Prenttn 

*  Andrews,  William 
Arnold,  Aagastns  C.  L. 
Babbidge,  Charles 

*  Bancroft,  Aaron,  D.  D. 
Barrett,  Samael,  D.  D. 
Barry,  William 

*  Bartlett,  John 

*  Bascom,  Ezekiel  L. 
Bates,  Reuben 
Bellows,  Henry  W. 
Bigelow,  Andrew,  D.  D. 
Billings,  Liberty 

*  Braser,  John,  D.  D. 
Briggs,  Charles 
Brigham,  Charles  H. 
Brooks,  Charles 
Brooks,  Charles  T. 
Brown,  Addison 
Brown,  J.  F. 
Bockingham,  Edgar 
Buckingham,  J.  A. 
Burnap,  George  W. 
Burton,  Warren 


Bush,  8.  W. 

Chandler,  Seth 

"Channing,  William  E.,  D.  D. 

Clark,  Amos 

Clarke,  Samael 

Cole,  Jonathan 

*  Col  man,  Henry 
Conant,  A.  H. 
Coolidge,  James  I.  T. 
Cordner,  John 
Crafts,  Eliphalet  P. 
Crosby,  Jaaxaniah 
Cunningham,  Francis 
Cntlerg  Curtis 

*  Damon',  Darid,  D.  D. 
Davis,  Hasbrouck 
Dewey,  Orville,  D.  D. 
I>ogg«tt,  Theophiltts  P. 
*£deB,  Edward  H. 
•Edes,Heniy,  D.D. 
Edes,  Henry  F. 

Ellis,  George  E. 
Emmons,  Henry 
Everett,  Oliver  C. 
Farley,  Frederic  A. 
Field,  Joseph,  D.  D. 

*  Flint,  Jacob 
Flint;  James,  D.  D. 
Fosdick,  David 
Fox,  Thomas  B. 
Frost,  Barzillat 
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FrothiDgbam,  William 
FurneSB,  William  H.^D.  D. 
Fuller,  Arthur  B. 
Gage^  Nathaniel 
Gannett,  Ezra  S.,  D.  D. 

*  Gannett,  Thomas  B. 
Gray,  Frederic  T. 
Greene,  William  B. 

*  Greenwood,  F.  W.  P.,  D.  D. 
Hale,  Edward  E. 

Hall,  Edward  B.,  D.  D. 
Hall,  Nathaniel 
Hamilton,  Luther 
Harrington,  Joseph 
Hedge,  Frederic  H. 
Hill,  Alonzo,  D.  D. 
Hill,  Thomas 
Holland,  Frederic  W. 
Hosmer,  George  W. 

*  Howe,  Moses 
Huntington,  Frederic  D. 
Uuntoon,  Benjamin 
Ingeraoll,  George  G.,  D.  D. 
Johnson,  Rufus  A. 

Judd,  Sylvester 
Kendall,  James,  D.  D. 
Koapp,  Frederic  N. 
Lambert,  Henry 
Lamson,  Alvan,  D.  D. 
Lathrop,  Thomas  S. 
Leonard,  Levi  W.,  D.  D. 
Lincoln,  Calvin 

*  Little,  Robert 
Livermore,  Abiel  A.  ^ 
Lirermore,  Leonard  J. 
Loring,  Bailej 
Lothrop,  Samuel  K. 
Loot,  William  P. 


May,  Samuel,  Jr. 
Merrick,  John  M. 
Miles,  Henry  A.,  D.  D. 
Moore,  Josiah 
Morse,  William 
Moseley,  William  O. 
Motte,  Mellish  L 
Muzzey,  Artemas  B. 
Newell,  William 
Nichols,  Icbabod,  D.  D. 
Nightingale,  Crawford 
Noyes,  George  R.,  D.  D. 
Nute,  Ephraim 
Osgood,  Joseph 
Osgood,  Peter 
Osgood,  Samuel  ^ 

Palfrey,  Cazneau 
Palfrey,  John  G.,  D.  D. 

*  Parker,  Nathan,  D.  D. 
Parker,  Theodore 
Parkman,  Francis,  D.  D. 
Parkman,  John 

*  Peabody,  Oliver  W.  B. 

*  Peabody,  William  B.  O.,  D.  D. 
Peabody,  Ephraim,  D.  D. 

*  Phipps,  Harrison  G.  O. 
Phipps,  J.  H. 
Pierpont,  John 

Pike,  Richard 
Putnam,  George,  D.  D. 
Reynolds,  Grindall 
Richardson,  James,  Jr. 
Richardson,  Joseph 

*  Ripley,  Ezra,  D.  D. 
Ripley,  George 

*  Ripley,  Samuel 
Robbins,  Chandler 
Robbins,  Samuel  D. 


4S 


TVXMTT-SIZTB  AHHVAL  SEVOKT. 


14S 


Bobinsoii,  Chmrlet 

*  Rogers,  Timothj  F. 
Sanger,  Ralph 
Sargent,  John  T. 
Sean,  Edmund  H. 
Sewali,  Charlea  C. 
Sewall,  Edmund  Q. 
Shackford,  Charles  C. 
Simmons,  George  F. 
Smith,  Amos 
Smith,  Joseph  C. 
Stearns,  Oliver 
Stebbins,  Rufbs  P.,  D.  D. 
Stetson,  Caleb 
Stevens,  Daniel  W. 
Stone,  Edwin  M. 

*  Storer,  Wbn  P.  B. 
Sullivan,  Thomas  R. 
Sweet,  John  D. 
•Swett,  William  6. 
Thayer,  Christopher  T. 

*  Thayer,  Nathaniel^  D.  D. 
Thomas,  Moses  G. 
Thompson,  James,  D.  D. 


Thompson,  James  W.,  D.  D. 
Waite,  Joaiah  K. 
Walker,  James,  D.  D. 

*  Ware,  Henry,  Jr.,  D.  D^ 
Ware,  William 
Waterston,  R.C. 
Weiss,  John 
Wellington,  Charles 

«  Wella,  George  W. 
Wheeler,  A.  D. 
White,  John  9) 
White,  William  H. 

*  Whitman,  Bernard 

*  Whitman,  Jason 
Whitman,  Nathaniel 
Whitney,  Frederic  A. 
Whitwell,  William  A. 
Williams,  George  A. 
Willik,  Martin  W. 
Will8on,  Edmund  B. 

*  Withingtoo,  Hiram 
Woodbury,  Asa 
Young,  Alexander,  D.  D. 
Young,  Joshua 


OTHER  MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE. 


Abbot,  Ezra 
Abbot,  Harris 
Abbot,  Samuel 
Abbott,  Miss  Abigail 
Adams,  Benjamin  T. 
Adams,  James,  Jr. 
Adams,  Philip 
Adams,  Zabdiel  0. 


Alger,  Cyrus 
Alger,  Francis 
Allen,  G.  M. 
Ames,  David  W. 
Ames,  Mrs.  David 
Ames,  Seth 
Andrews,  Ebeneser  T. 
Andrews,  W.  T. 
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Frothingbam,  William 
Furnesa,  William  H.^D.  D. 
Fuller,  Arthur  B. 
Gage,  Nathaniel 
Gannett,  Ezra  S.,  D.  D. 

*  Gannett,  Thomas  B. 
Gray,  Frederic  T. 
Greene,  William  B. 

*  Greenwood,  F.  W.  P.,  D.  D. 
Hale,  Edward  E. 

Hall,  Edward  B.,  D.  D. 
Hall,  Nathaniel 
Hftmilton,  Lutber 
Harrington,  Joieph 
Hedge,  Frederic  H. 
Hill,  Alonzo,  D.  D. 
Hill,  Thomas 
Holland,  Frederic  W. 
Hosmer,  George  W. 

*  Howe,.  Moses 
Huntington,  Frederic  D. 
Huntoon,  Benjamin 
Ingersoll,  George  G.,  D.  D. 
Johnson,  Rufus  A. 

Judd,  Sylvester 
Kendall,  James,  D.  D. 
Knapp,  Frederic  N. 
Lambert,  Henry 
Lamson,  AWan,  D.  D. 
Lathrop,  Thomas  S. 
Leonard,  Levi  W.,  D.  D. 
Lincoln,  Calvin 

*  Little,  Robert 
Livermore,  Abiel  A.  ^ 
LiTormore,  Leonard  J. 
Loring,  Bailey 
Lotbrop,  Samuel  K. 
Lunt,  William  P. 


May,  Samuel,  Jr. 
Merrick,  John  M. 
Miles,  Henry  A.,  D.  D. 
Moore,  Josiah 
Morse,  William 
Moseley,  William  O. 
Motte,  Mellisb  L 
Muzzey,  Artemas  B. 
Newell,  William 
Nichols,  Ichabod,  D.  D. 
Nightingale,  Crawford 
Noyes,  George  R.,  D.  D. 
Nute,  Ephraim 
Osgood,  Joseph 
Osgood,  Peter 
Osgood,  Samuel  ^ 

Palfrey,  Cazneau 
Palfrey,  John  G.,  D.  D. 

•  Parker,  Nathan,  D.  D. 
Parker,  Theodore 
ParkmaUf  Francis,  D.  D. 
Parkman,  John 

•  Peabody,  OliYer  W.  B. 

•  Peabody,  William  B.  O.,  D.  D. 
Peabody,  Ephraim,  D.  D. 

•  Phipps,  Harrison  G.  O. 
Phipps,  J.  H. 
Pierpont,  John 

Pike,  Richard 
Putnam,  George,  D.  D. 
Reynolds,  Grindall 
Richardson,  James,  Jr. 
Richardson,  Joseph 

•  Ripley,  Ezra,  D.  D. 
Ripley,  George 

•  Ripley,  Samuel 
Robbins,  Chandler 
Robbins,  Samuel  D. 
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Daris,  Jmaam 
Da^u,  JaniM,  Jr. 
I>avu,  JoMph 
DavUi  J.  Amory 
DftTM,  Mra.  IH.  ftf. 
Denny,  Daniel 
Diz,  Miss  D. 
Dorr,  John 
*Dorr,  Samuel 
Draper,  James 
Dwight,  George 
Dwigbt,  Mra.  George 
Dwight,  Jonathan 
Dwight,  Mra.  Marj 
Dwight,  William 
Eager,  William 
Edwarda,  Eliaha 
•£nia,DaTid 
ElUa,  Jonathan,  Jr. 
Emenon,  Geoige  B. 
Emmona,  John  L. 
Everett,  Miaa  Eliza  G. 

*  Everett,  Moaea 

*  Everett,  Otia 
Fairbanks,  Henry  P- 
Fairbanka,  Mrs.  Henrj  P. 
Fairbanks,  Stephen 
Fairbanka,  Mrs.  Stephen 
Farley,  Mrs.  Frederic  A. 
Faxon,  Nathaniel 
Fearing,  Albert 
Fisher,  Joshua 

*  Fitch,  Jeremiah 
Foot,  Homer 
Foot,  Mrs.  Homer 
Forster,  Jacob 
Foster,  Charlea  A. 
Foster,  Charlea  W. 


Fowle,  C.  S. 
Fowler,  James 
Franets,  Ebenezer 
Frost,  George 
Gardner,  John 
Gardner,  John  L. 
Gassett,  Henry 
Gilbert,  B.  R. 
Gould,  Benjamin  A. 
Gould,  Mrs.  EUzabeth 
Gould,  Lewis 
Grant,  Moses 

*  Gray,  Harrison 
Gray,  John  C. 
Greele,  Samuel 

*  Green,  Ezra 
Greene,  Sarah 

*  Hall,  Mrs.  Edward-  B. 
Hall,  Jacob 

Hall,  Sarah  B. 
Hallett,  George  W. 
Hamilton,  Charlea  A. 
Hammond,  Daniel 

*  Hammond,  Samuel 
Hawea,  Prince 
Heath,  Charlea 

*  Hodge,  Barnabas 
Hendee,  Charles  J. 
Hewea,  Abraham,  Jr. 
Hewett,  H.  N. 
Hickling,  Charlea 
Hoar,  Samuel 
Hodges,  George 
Holbrook,  Ann  B. 
Holland,  Mra.  F.  W. 
Holmef,  Benjamin 

*  Howard,  Abraham 
Howard,  Charlea 
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Howard,  John 
Howe,  Gilbert  H. 
Howe,  John 
Howe,  Zadock 
Hull,  Henry 
Hunnewell,  H.  H. 
Hunt,  Nathaniel  P. 
Hurd,  John       • 
locbea,  Hendenoo 
Inches,  Miai 
Jackson,  Charles 
Jackson,  Francis 
JarTis,  Mrs.  lieonard 
Jernegan,  Mrs.  Mary 
Johnson,  Jamee 
Johnson,  Mrs.  J. 

*  Johnson,  MiltoB 
Jones,  Miss  Charlotte 
Jones,  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Judd,  Mrs.  Sjlvester 
Kendall,  Henry  L. 
Kettell,  John  P. 

*  King,  Daniel  P. 

*  King,  Gedney 
King,  Bamael  B. 
Knight,  William  H. 
Knight,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Kuhn,  George  H. 
Lamson,  Benjamin 
Lamson,  Mrs.  F.  T. 
Lamson,  John 
Lane,  George 
Lawrence,  Abbott 
Lawrence,  Amoe 

*  Lawrence,  LutbOT 

*  Lawrence,  William 
Lee,  Mi«s  Rebecca 
Lewis,  8.  S. 


Lewis,  Mrs.  S.  S* 
Lincoln,  M.  S. 
Lincoln,  Oliver 
Little,  J.  L. 
Livermore,  Mrs.  E.  D. 
Livermore,  George 
Livermore,  Isaac 
Lombard,  Ammi  C. 
Lombard,  William 
Lord,  George 
Lord,  Ivory 
Lord,  Mrs.  Sarah  C. 
Loring,  Benjamin 

*  Loring,  J. 

*  Loring,  William  I. 
Loud,  Jacob  H. 
Low,  A.  A. 

Low,  Francis 
Low,  John  J. 
Low,  Mrs.  Rachel 
Lowell,  John  A. 
Maekay,  R.  C. 
Man  ley,  Mrs.  Abigail 
Man  ley,  John  R. 
Manley,  Miss  Mary 
Manning,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Manning,  F.  C. 

*  Marsh,  Ephratm 
Mason,  Earl  P. 
Matchett,  Miss  E.  P. 

*  May,  Joseph 
May,  Samuel 
Mellen,  Michsel 

*  Metcair,  E.  W. 
Merrill,  George 
Milea,  Mrs.  Henry  A. 
Morgan,  Charles  W. 
Morton,  Ichabod 
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*  ManaoBy  Imel 
Newell,  i.  R. 
Blewmen,  Henry 
Newman,  M in  Margaret 
Newman,  Miea  Mary 

*  Nichola,  Cbarlea  C. 
Nichola,  Mm  C.  K. 
CMmeted,  Charles  H. 
Orne,  William  W. 
Oiborn,  Kendall 
Oigood,  Isaae 
*OUa,  Harriaon  6» 
Owen,  John 
Parker,  Daniel  P. 

*  pBrkman,  George 

*  Parkman,  Mrs.  Sarah 

*  Paraona,  Thomas 

*  Paraona,  William 
Paine,  Daniel 

*  Peabodjr,  JoaepH 

*  Peabody,  Mre.  W.  B.  a 
•Peele,Willard 
Peiree,  Henry  A. 
Perkina,  Francia 
Perkins,  Thomas  H. 
Pettes,  Henry 

Phelps,  Mrs.  Abel 

*  Phillips,  Mrs.  John 
Phillips,  Jonathan 
Philltpa,  Stephen  C. 

*  Piekroan,  Dudley  L. 

*  Piekman,  Benjamin  T. 
Pierce,  John  B. 
Pieree,  S. 

Piper,  Solomon 
Pray,  Lewis  G* 
Preble,  William  P. 
Prentiss,  John 


Preseott,  OliTsr 

•  Preseott,  William 
Putnam,  Mrs.  George 
Putnam,  Philemon 
Quincyt  Joaiah 
dnincy,  Josiah,  Jr. 
Rantoul,  Robert 
Read,  James  , 
Rhoadea,  Stephen 
Rhodes,  Jamea  T. 
Rice,  Henry 
Richardson,  James  B. 
Roberts,  Amos  M. 
Rogers,  John 
Rogera,  John  B. 
Rogers,  John  G. 
Rogers,  Mrs  J.  H. 
Russell,  Nsthaniel 
Ruthven,  Miss  Marian 
Sabine,  F.  M. 
Salisbury,  Samnel 
Saunders,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Savage,  James 
Sawyer,  Samuel,  2d 
Seaver,  Benjamin 

*  Seaver,  Cbarlea 
Seaver,  George 
Sewall,  Mra.  Amy  P. 
Sewall,  Daniel 
Shaw,  Francis  G. 
Shaw,  Lemuel 
Shaw,  Robert  G. 
Shaw,  W.  C. 
ShoTe,  Jonathan 
Smith,  Mra.  Aukw 
Smith,  Mrs.  D. 
Smith,  Joseph  M. 
Smith,  Melanothoa 
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Southvlick,  Philip  R. 
Spooner,  W.  B. 
Spooner,  Mrs.  W.  B. 
Spragne,  Noah  P. 

*  Staoton,  Fraocia 
Stearoa,  Heorj 
Stebbins,  Featua 
Stephana,  Nathan 
St.  John,  Sam  net 

*  Stone,  Lowell  M. 

*  Story,  Joseph 

*  Sullivan,  WilUam 
Swan,  Daniel 
Sweetaer,  Samuel 
Swett,  Samoel 
Temple,  H. 

Thayer,  Mra.  Christopher  T. 
Thayer,  Joseph  H. 
Thompson,  J.  M. 
Thompson,  Mra.  J.  M. 

*  Thomson,  John 
Torrey,  John  G. 
TowQsend,  Henry  B. 

*  Tucker,  Richard  D. 
Tiickerman,  Guatavus 
Tufta,  Mra.  Nathan 
Wade,  Eben 
Wales,  Samuel,  Jr. 
Wales,  Thomas  B. 
Walker,  Mrs.  L.  L. 

*  Ward,  Artemaa 
Ward,  Nahum 
Ware,  Addison 
Ware,  John 
Warren,  J.  A« 
Warren,  George  W. 


Warren,  Mrs.  G.  W. 
Waterston,  Robert 
Waterston,  Mrs.  Robert 
Waterston,  Mrs.  R.  C. 
Wayne,  Jamea  M, 
Weld,  Daniel 
Weld,  John  D. 

•  Weld,  Mra.  Martha 
Welles,  John 
Wells,  Mra.  Lucia 
Wells,  William 
West,  Nathaniel 
Wheeler,  I.  8. 
Wheeler,  Jonathan 
White,  Charlea 
White,  Daniel  A. 
White,  Mrs.  D.  J.  H. 
Whitmarah,  Samuel 
Whitney,  B.  D. 
Whitney,  Jonathan 
Whittemore,  George* 
Wilkinson,  Simon 
Willard,  D.  W. 
Willard,  Mra.  D.  W. 
Willard,  Miss  Polly 
Williams,  David  W. 
Williama,  George  F. 
Williams,  Isaac 

•  Williams,  John  D. 
Williams,  J.  D.  W. 
Williams,  Mosea 
Willis,  William 
Wilde,  S.  S. 
Wood,  Mrs.  J.  V. 
Worthington,  William 
Wyman,  Jamea  K. 


N.  B.    or  the  whole  five  hundred  and  eighty  Lifis-membera,  twen- 
ty-six have  been  added  the  prsfent  year. 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH  ANNIVERSARY. 


The  Twenty-seventh  Anniversary  of  the  American  Uni- 
tarian Association  was  celebrated  May  25th,  1852. 

The  meeting  for  business  was  held  in  the  Bedford  Street 
Chapel,  at  9  oVlock,  A.  M. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  and 
prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Joseph  Richardson,  of  Hingham. 
The  record  of  the  last  annual  meeting  was  read.  After 
which  the  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  presented 
by  the  Secretary,  and  portions  of  it  were  read.  The  Treas- 
urer's Report  was  then  read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  Na- 
thaniel A.  Barrett  and  John  H.  Rogers,  as  auditors. 

The  Association  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  officers. 
A  Committee  of  Nomination  was  appointed.  Rev.  Charles 
Brooks  having  declined  a  reelection,  the  following  gentle- 
men, whose  names  were  presented  to  the  meeting,  were 
chosen  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 
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PRESIDENT. 

Rey.  Samuel  K.  Lothrop,  of  Boston. 

YICS-PRBS  IDENTS. 

Hon.  Stephen  Fairbanks,  of  Boston. 

Ret.  Edward  B.  Hall,  D.  D.,  of  Provideoce,  R.  L 

BXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE. 

Isaiah  Bangs,  Esq.,  of  Cambridge, 
Hon.  Albert  Fearing,  of  Boston, 
Rev.  Henrt  A.  Miles,  D.  D.,  of  Lowell, 
Rev.  George  W.  Briggs,  of  Plymouth, 
Rbv.  William  R.  Alger,  of  Roxbury,^ 


Directors. 


Henrt  P.  Fairbanks,  Esq.,  of  Charlestown,  T^reaswer. 
Rev.  Calvin  Lincoln,  of  Boston,  Secretary. 

The  usual  business  having  been  transacted,  the  Associa- 
tion adjourned  to  meet  at  the  Federal  Street  Meeting-house, 
at  7^  o^clock. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee,  in  the  after- 
noon,  Rev.  Charles  Briggs  was  appointed  to  perform  the 
duties  of  Assistant  Secretary. 
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TREASURER'S   REPORT. 

Statement  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  Ameri' 

eon  TJnitariaaiL  Association^  for  the  Year  ending  May 

25/A,  1852. 

RECEIPTS. 


Balance  in  the  Treuur/,  May  27tb,  1851,  as  pei 

*  acconnt 

then  rendered, 

. 

$385.49 

From  Auxiliary  Aaaociationa  and  Annual  Sub- 

Bcnbers,                                      •            • 

f  746.68 

''    Societies,  by  Contribution  and  Sabecrip- 

tion,        ..... 

S,303.3r 

**    Societies  and  Individuals,  for  Cburcbea 

needing  aid,     .... 

185.00 

^    Societies  and  Individuals^  for  Theological 

Education,        .... 
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^    Sales  of  Booka,  priaeipally   Cfaanning's 

Wofk%             .... 
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<«    Sales  of  Tracts, 
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■*    Donations^             .... 

180.00 

^    Life  Jff embers. 

321.00 

•*    Interest  of  Permanent  Fund, 

755.00 

6,367.76 

"    Borrowed  Money, 

• 

l,500iK) 

<«    Balance  due  the  Treasurer^    « 

•                       • 

36J23 

$8,28948 


EXPENDITURES. 

For  Printing  and  Binding  Tracts,  $917.24 
*'  Channing's  Works  i^nd  other  Books  for  Sale 

and  Distribution,  .  412.20 
^  Salary  of  General  Secretary^  .  .  1,500.00 
^  "  «  Assistant  *<  .  500.00 
"  Travelling  Ezpen«es  of  Secretary  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  Executive  Committee,  176.13 
**  Expenses  of  Delegate*  to  Cincinnati  Con- 
vention,    .           .*          .                       •  100.00 

Amount  carried  forward,  3,605.57 

TOL.  XXV.  —  NO.  285.  1  • 
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Amoont bioaght forward;                        .  ^ZfiOSST 

For  Reot  of  Office,  ....  350.00 

**  InctdenUi  ExpensM,  159.16 
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•*     M.  DeLuige,  19.00 

"     W.  W.Uebbard,  15.50 


f  4,150.48 


For  Theological  Education,  riz. :  — 

Meadville  School,  for  Salary  of  Principal,        $  S50.00 
««  K        u   Education  of  Students,     85200 


For  Aid  of  Unitarian  Society  in  NashTilie,  Tenn.,  200.00 

Lockport,  III.,  100.00 

Rocklcrd,  <«  50.00 

Cannelton,  Ind.,  100.00 

Wheeling,  Va.,  62.00 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  150.00 

Jeffi»rMn,  N.  Y.,  79.17 

Bridgeport,  Conn.,  240.00 

Brooklyn,       *«  150.00 

Southington,  ««  100.00 

Hartford,        <«  500.00 

Bucksport,  He.,  150.00 

Topsham,    ««  75.00 

Bath,           «  470.00 

•'""**            Calais,        *»  67.50 

Greenfield,  Mass.,  50.00 

Rowe,            «*  50,00 

Athol,             ««  60.00 

Westboro',      «  30.00 

Mansfield^      «<  100.00 

So.  Natiok  -     «  50.00 
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Appropriations  made,  bat  not  yet  drawn  from  the  Treasury  :  ^- 

For  Aid  of  Society  in  Backsport,  Me.,        ....    $  100.00 

Calais,         ** 100.00 

Greenfield,  Mass.,    ....         50.00 

New  Salem,  «« 100.00 

Clinton,         **..,.       200.00 

$550.00 
£r.  Ex. 

H.  P.  FAIRBANKS,  Treasurer. 

Awton,  Jlfi^  25c*,  1861. 

Boston,  June  Sd,  1852.    The  undersigned  have  examined 

the  accountB  of  the  Treasurer  for  the  year  ending  May  25, 

1852,  and  find  the  same  to  be  correctly  cast  and  properly 

Touched. 

N.  A.  Babbett,     )   .    ,. 

>  Audttors, 
John  H.  Rogebs,  ) 


KEPORT  OF  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


*»■»< 


Thbougb  tba  kindoeas  of  Divina  Providezioe,  we  are 
brought  to  the  close  of  another  year  of  our  associated  es- 
isteoce.  The  occasion  invites  us  to  consider  the  parpoae 
for  which  our  Association  was  formed,  to  review  the  meas- 
ures  which  we  have  employed  to  accomplished  its  objects, 
to  inquire  what  are  the  special  demands  which  now  address 
us  as  a  Christian  denomination,  and  to  acknowledge  the 
goodness  of  Grod  in  all  of  success  that  has  attended  our 
labors,  and  in  all  of  prosperity  with  which  our  churches 
have  been  blest. 

The  American  Unitarian  Association  was  organized  for 
the  diffusion  of  Christian  truth  and  the  promotion  of  Chris- 
tian piety.  Keeping  these  objects  steadily  in  mind,  the 
Executive  Committee  during  the  past  year  have  not  been 
studious  of  change  in  their  modes  of  operation.  While 
adhering  to  the  general  course  of  former  years,  which  ex- 
perience had  shown  to  be  judicious  and  efficient,  they  have 
been  ever  ready  so  to  vary  their  measures  as  to  meet  those 
new  exigencies  and  modes  of  thought  which  from  time  to 
time  are  manifest  where  the  common  mind  is  both  free  and 
active. 

Cherishing  these  views,  the  Committee  have  thought  it 
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an  object  of  primaiy  importance  to  awaken  in  the  churches 
df  our  faith  a  strong  interest  in  effecting  those  objects  for 
which  our  Association  was  formed.  They  have  been  deeply 
solicitous  that  the  true  character  of  our  work  should  be  un- 
derstood, that  the  relations  of  the  Association  to  the  relig- 
ious interests  of  our  country  should  be  made  plain,  and  that 
it  should  be  seen  and  felt  throughout  the  denomination,  as  it 
is  constantly  shown  by  our  correspondence,  that  there  is  a 
great  and  increasing  demand  for  that  class  of  benevolent 
operations  contemplated  by  our  organization.  With  the 
vast  increase  of  population  in  our  land,  and  the  growing 
spirit  of  freedom  in  the  world,  there  are  constantly  arising 
new  forms  of  thought  and  opinion  in  regard  to  man's  high- 
est duties  and  most  sacred  relations.  Time-hallowed  in- 
stitutions are  rudely  assailed,  doctrines  long  revered  are 
denied.  Should  it  be  said  that  evidence  is  wanting  of  deep 
research  and  patient  study,  there  is  abundant  evidence  of 
bold  questioning  and  free  inquiry.  In  this  condition  of  so- 
ciety a  broad  field  for  Christian  enterprise  and  activity  opens 
before  us.  And  we  would  not  have  it  thought  that  our  ei- 
istence  is  perpetuated  chiefly  to  maintain  a  position  hostile 
to  other  denominations,  or  that  we  may  occasionally  issue  a 
sharp  polemic  tract  on  doctrinal  theology.  For  our  Asso- 
ciation there  is  a  higher  work.  Representing  a  body  of 
disciples  who  may  claim,  without  boasting  on  the  one  hand, 
or  affected  humility  on  the  other,  a  common  measure  of  in- 
telligence, we  would  interpret  the  Gospel  to  the  growing  in- 
telligence of  our  country.  Believing  in  the  divine  authority  * 
of  Christianity,  we  would  furnish  to  inquirers  the  means  of 
understanding  the  claims  of  our  religion  to  a  divine  origin. 
Our  Association,  in  the  name  of  benevolent  Christian  hearts, 
would  become  the  medium  of  light  to  the  darkened  mind, 
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of  peace  aod  hope  to  the  disturbed  and  heaTy-ladoi  spirit 
Believing  that  purposes  thus  exalted  were  contemplated  faj 
the  founders  of  our  society,  we  introduce  this  topic  thus  earij 
in  our  Report,  because  we  trust  that  the  work  in  which  we 
are  engaged,  if  clearly  understood,  will  secure  the  approving 
judgment,  the  cordial  sympathy,  and  the  active  oooperatioB 
of  the  enlightened  and  liberal  men  of  our  denomination. 

With  such  views,  the  Executive  Committee  have  com- 
menced and  prosecuted  the  work  assigned  them  for  the  last 
year. 

We  have  continued  to  circulate  our  standard  worics,  and 
oAen  receive  very  gratifying  accounts  of  their  wide  distri- 
bution and  salutary  influence. 

There  has  been  an  increased  demand  for  the  tracts  of  the 
Association,  and  they  have  been  very  widely  scattered  for 
gratuitous  distribution.  We  have  felt  the  more  called  upoa 
to  supply  this  want,  as  the  Book  and  Pamphlet  Society  has 
transferred  the  contents  of  its  shelves  to  our  depository. 

The  Committee  have  been  often  invited  to  consider  the 
wants  of  feeble  societies  in  New  England.  These  churches 
are  usually  found  to  exist  as  fragments  of  some  of  our  aor 
cient  territorial  parishes.  While  newly  received  opiniom 
have  withdrawn  a  portion  of  a  once  united  people  from  the 
altar  which  their  fathers  reared,  and  the  love  of  many  has 
waxed  cold,  a  few  remain  faithful  supporters  of  the  institu* 
tions  of  our  religion.  They  would  secure  for  their  children, 
and  retain  for  themselves,  the  hallowing  influences  exerted 
by  the  worship  of  the  Lord's  day.  To  this  class  of  societies 
we  have  made  appropriations,  guided  in  the  amount  given 
by  the  resources  of  the  Association  and  the  relative  claim 
of  the  applicants  for  aid. 

In  the  more   recently  settled  portions  of  our  eouitfiy. 
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Qinular  appropriations  are  made  with  the  prospect  of  seeing 
the  newly  established  society,  at  no  distant  time,  able  to 
sustain  Christian  worship  without  foreign  assistance. 

The  pecuniary  difficulties  which  often  embarrass  the  stu- 
dent in  theolc^  have  not  been  overlooked  by  the  Com* 
mittee.  The  trials  and  claims  of  these  young  men  to  the 
kind  consideration  of  the  charitable  have  been  made  known 
in  the  addresses  made  by  the  Secretary  to  our  churches. 
Such  appeals  have  not  been  in  vain.  We  have  thought  it  a 
work  in  harmony  with  the  design  of  our  Association,  to  be« 
come  the  medium  of  communicating  from  the  friends  of 
our  religion  the  needed  assistance  to  those  men  who  are 
hereafter  to  become  the  preachera  of  this  religion. 

Owing  to  the  facility  of  communication  with  the  adjacent 
country,  large  numbers  who  formerly  resided  in  the  city 
liave  now  established  their  home  in  its  vicinity.  While  this 
state  of  things  may  have  impaired  the  strength  of  some  r»* 
Hgioos  societies  in  the  metropolis,  it  has  given  occasion  for 
new  societies  in  the  neighborhood  of  Boston,  and  add»d 
very  materially  to  the  strength  of  some  of  our  older  oongra- 
gations. 

The  church  commenced  during  the  year  in  Cambridge, 
by  a  new  and  promising  society,  has  been  completed,  and 
is  now  open  for  the  slated  services  of  religion. 

In  the  rapidly  increasing  village  at  Newton  Corner,  a 
society  has  been  organized  under  favorable  circumstances, 
with  the  promise  of  the  speedy  erection  of  a  church  and 
the  settlement  of  a  minister. 

The  societies  at  East  Boston  and  Chelsea  during  the 
past  year  have  had  valuable  accessions  to  their  numbers, 
have  obtained  permanent  pastors,  and  are  actively  engaged 
in  arrangements  for  the  erection  of  suitable  houses  of 
worship. 
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At  WineheDdon,  in  the  interior  of  the  Stale,  a  80ciet]r» 
commenced  a  few  years  since,  has  been  reorganized,  and  is 
about  settling  a  minister  under  very  favorable  auspices. 

The  new  society  at  Bath,  Me.  has,  during  the  year, 
greatly  increased  in  numbers,  erected  a  commodious  church, 
and  is  now  favored  with  a  ministry  that  promises  to  be  per- 
manent 

The  church  commenced  by  the  society  at  Wheeling,  Ya,, 
the  last  year,  has  just  been  completed  and  a  minister  settled. 

The  societies  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  Canneltbn,  Ind.,  and 
Savannah,  Ga.,  are  no^  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  have 
procured  the  labors  of  earnest  and  efficient  pastors. 

We  have  favorable  accounts  of  the  newly  established  so* 
ciety  at  Nashville,  Tenn. 

A  new  impulse  has  been  given  to  the  society  at  Mobile 
by  the  ministrations  of  the  past  winter,  and  the  great  want 
DOW  of  this  society  is  a  settled  pastor. 

The  churches  of  our  faith  throughout  the  entire  West 
have  never  before  given  equal  evidence  of  a  healthy  growth. 
At  the  Convention  held  at  Cincinnati  the  present  month, 
the  reports  made  by  their  representatives  afford  conclusive 
proof  of  their  prosperity. 

The  missionary  movementB  of  the  Association,  although 
comparatively  limited  in,  extent,  have  been  followed  by  the 
most  encouraging  results.  Besides  the  occasional  services 
of  settled  ministers,  we  have  employed  one  missionary  for 
the  year  in  the  State  of  Illinois.  His  marked  ability  and 
zeal  have  commanded  attention  throughout  the  large  cirde 
of  towns  in  which  he  has  labored. 

The  last  autumn,  the  Secretary,  in  a  journey  through 
Maine,  was  requested  to  procure  a  preacher  for  a  town  on 
the  extreme  eastern  borders  of  that  State,  —  a  town  contain- 
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ing  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred  inhabitants,  and  yet  with- 
out a  minister.  The  Executive  Committee  appropriated 
fifty  dollars  in  response  to  tlus  application.  A  clergyman 
was  employed  for  missionary  labor  in  this  field.  The  inter- 
est awakened  by  his  services  was  so  general  and  strong,  that, 
on  the  close  of  his  engagement  as  a  missionaiy,  he  was 
engaged  by  the  people  to  whom  he  had  been  sent,  for  one 
year. 

During  the  year  several  churches,  whose  growth  and 
prosperity  had  been  materially  retarded  by  pecuniary  embar- 
rassment, have,  by  their  own  efforts  and  the  liberality  of  sis- 
ter societies,  become  entirely  free  from  debt.  More  than 
thirty  thousand  dollars  have  been  raised  for  objects  of  this 
description  in  our  denomination,  in  New  England  and  New 
York,  including  from  two  to  three  thousand  contributed  to 
aid  the  Kberal  and  enterprising  society  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
whose  church  had  been  recently  destroyed. 

In  this  diversion  of  funds  to  local  objects,  and  in  the  un- 
wonted pressure  in  the  money  market,  we  account  for  the 
fact  that  our  own  receipts,  as  will  be  shown  by  the  Treasur- 
er's Report,  have  fallen  below  the  amount  of  some  preceding 
years.  We  rely  the  more  readily  on  this  explanation,  as 
there  has  been  no  single  Sunday  of  the  year  on  which  some 
one  of  our  churches  has  not  been  freely  opened,  that  the 
purposes  and  needs  of  the  Association  might  be  stated.  We 
think  it  pertinent  in  this  connection  to  remark,  that  in  our 
larger  towns  and  cities  a  Ministry  at  Large  is  sustained  by 
the  churches  of  our  denomination.  These  objects  of  local 
interest  have  unquestionably  absorbed  large  contributions, 
which  otherwise  would  have  been  added  to  the  funds  of  the 
Association.  It  gives  us  much  satisfaction  to  state,  that  dur- 
ing the  past  winter  application  has  very  frequently  been 
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made  at  oor  office  for  inforaiation  and  counsel  in  regard  to 
the  great  doctrines  of  our  religion,  and  the  great  duties  of 
the  Christian  life.  To  answer  such  inquiries,  the  office  has 
been  open  during  the  aiVsraoon  for  several  months  of  the 
year. 

It  gives  us  pleasure  to  state,  that  Augustus  Graham,  Esq., 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  a  roan  of  great  liberality,  has  hy  will 
left  ten  thousand  dollars  to  the  Association. 

We  also  learn  incidentally,  that  from  the  estate  of  the  late 
Dr.  Thomas  of  Tyngsboro^  we  shall  receive  a  small  bequest. 

In  the  present  condition  ef  our  churches,  and  in  the  ex- 
isting state  of  religious  opinion  in  our  countiy,  jrour  Com- 
mittee find  a  manifest  desMud  for  a  closer  alliance  among 
the  members  of  our  body,  and  a  large  increase  of  denomina- 
tional  aotivi^.  We  believe  that  the  members  of  our  Unitarian 
societies  should  all  uiute  with  energy  in  executing  the  work 
to  which  in  the  providence  of  God  we  are  now  called.  We 
would  see  all  those  who  adhere  to  the  great  principles  and 
doctrines  which  distinguish  us  as  a  body  of  disciples,  coop* 
ersling  to  soppovt  these  prineiples  and  to  disseminate  these 
doctrines.  We  would  not  encourage  that  seal  which  is  nar- 
row, denunciatory,  and  aggressive ;  but  we  do  uige  united 
and  earnest  action  in  discbayging  our  own  obligations,  in  do* 
lag  our  own  work.  Such  united  action  is  needed  to  sustain 
a  true  life  in  our  own  societies.  Can  we  loVe  the  truth,  and 
not  pray  for  its  diffiision  ?  Can  we  appreciate,  to  any  extent, 
the  value  of  the  Gospel,  and  not  labor  for  its  m<»e  complete 
establishment  ?  k  is  thought  that  great  changes  have  been 
efiected  in  the  opinions  of  the  (mvailing  denominations  of 
Christians  in  our  land.  So  much  is  doubtless  tme.  Has 
not  this  result  been  produced  by  means  of  the  paat  effi>rts  of 
onr  own  body  ?    Shall  we  discontinue  our  labors  because 
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they  have  hitherto  heen  productive  of  good  ?  Will  ioaetion 
in  the  cause  of  freedom  and  charity  hasten  the  time  when 
sectarian  barriers  shall  be  universally  thrown  down  ?  But 
allowing  that  wd  have  no  special  work  to  perform  in  the 
cause  of  truth  and  freedom,  can  we  with  honor  to  our  own 
principles,  with  a  true  allegiance  to  the  anthority  of  our  faith, 
remain  idle  spectators  of  the  straggle  going  on  between 
truth  and  error,  worldlioess  and  spirituality,  leaving  to  other 
divisions  of  the  Church  the  labor,  resigning  to  them  the  priv- 
ilege,  of  becoming  coworkers  with  God  in  establishbg  on 
earth  the  kingdom  of  his  Son  ? 

Another  consideration  shows  the  demand  which  there  is 
for  earnest,  united  action,  by  the  members  of  the  Unitariaa 
body.  From  our  correspondence,  and  from  personal  inqui- 
ries at  our  office,  we  are  authorized  in  asserting  the  existence 
in  every  part  of  our  land  of  a  large  and  increasing  class  of 
minds,  who  fhil  to  receive  a  vitalizing  influence  from  the 
great  truths  and  spiritual  ideas  of  our  religion^  because  these 
truths  and  ideas  are  obscured,  and  shorn  of  their  power,  by 
the  speculative  doctrines  in  which  they  are  embodied,  doo 
trines  which  appear  to  them  as  unsoriptural  and  nnreasonable. 
Men  of  this  description  are  found  in  large  numbers,  among 
the  intelligent  and  well  educated,  and  especially  among 
those  in  the  forming  period  of  life.  Such  minds  can  often* 
times  accept  as  true  the  positive  instructions  of  our  faith ; 
and  by  the  quickening  power  of  these  instructions  may  be 
saved  from  worldliness  and  unbelief.  Can  we  then  inno- 
cently retire  from  a  field  of  usefulness  in  which  Divine  Prov* 
idence  so  manifestly  commands  us  to  labor  ?  That  our  ef* 
forts  may  be  effective,  our  moral  forces  ml»t  be  concentrated 
and  our  religious  charities  united* 

The  Committee  are  happy  to  discover  the  evident  signs 
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of  a  growing  unanimity  of  thought,  opinion,  and  feeling  on 
those  great  doctrines  which  are  suited  to  awaken  a  true  lile 
in  the  soul,  around  which  the  affections  may  he  fastened, 
doctrines  which  in  their  positive  exhibition  may  become  both 
the  basis  of  union  and  the  incentive  to  untiring  activi^. 
For  it  is  true  that  our  continued  existence  and  progress  as 
a  denomination  are  naturally  tending,  as  has  been  the  case 
in  the  life  and  history  of  all  sects,  to  produce  a  more  posi- 
tive form  of  doctrine,  to  bring  out  our  religious  opinions  in 
their  express  and  direct,  rather  than  their  negative  and  -an*^ 
tagonistic  relations.    The  first  natural  tendency  of  a  division 
in  a  large  body  of  Christians,  like  that  of  the  old  Congrega- 
tionalists  of  Massachutetts,  is  to  make  both  parties  run  into 
the  extremes  of  divergence,  and  dwell  upon  the  points  which 
each  denies  and  in  which  each  stands  in  opposition  to  the 
other,  rather  than  to  live  in  the  power  and  unfold  the  direct 
force  and  beauty  of  the  positive  truth  which  each  believes. 
Such  was  the  effect  of  the  separation  which* took  place  some 
thirty  years  ago  between  the  Orthodox  and  Unitarian  Con« 
gregationalists  of  Massachusetts,  or  at  least,  we  may  say,  it 
was  the  effect  produced  upon  ourselves.    From  this  antago- 
nistic  condition  and  tendency  we  are  and  have  been  for  some 
time  recovering ;  and  now  the  positive  force  and  beauty  of 
our  religious  opinions  are  more  dwelt  upon,  unfolded,  and 
experienced,  and  are  producing,  we  trust,  a  deeper  and  ho- 
lier spiritual  life  among  us. 

The  prevailing  tone  of  feeling  and  opinion  in  the  denomi* 
nation  in  relation  to  Jesus  Christ  affords  an  interesting  illus- 
tration of  this  point  Id  denying  the  Trini^,  and  the  Ortho- 
dox view  of  the  nature  of  Christ,  and  kindred  topics,  we 
naturally  passed  to  the  other  extreme,  and  regarded  Chris- 
tianity too  much  as  an  abstract  system  of  truth,  rather  than 
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tnitb,  gathering  around  the  life  and  character  of  Christ,  and 
deriving  its  vital,  quickening  power  from  its  connection  with 
tiie  facts  and  incidents  of  his  history  as  the  incarnate  Son  (xf 
Godk  But  Christ  is  the  central  point  and  power  of  bis  Gos- 
pel ;  and  we  find  that  our  simple  and  positive  view,  both  of 
himself  and  his  office^  as  the  One  Mediator  between  God  and 
man,  the  well-beloved  Son,  whom  the  Father  sent  into  the 
•world  to  suflfer  and  to  die,  the  just  for  the  unjust,  that  he 
might  bring  us  to  God,  —  the  more  it  is  felt  and  appro- 
liefided,  the  more  full  is  it  of  a  quickening  and  regenerating 
power.  We  do  not  stop '—  it  is  not  necessary — to  reduce  all 
our  thoughts  upon  this  theine,  by  a  shairp  analysis,  to  logical 
precisioo,  but  yielding  to  the  emotions  which  the  simple  his* 
tory  of  Christ  in  the  Gospels,  read  for  a  practical,  and  not 
a  doctrinal  purpose,  naturally  awakens,  we  find  in  these 
emotions  an  inspiring  element  of  Christian  love  and  faith. 

That  Christ  is  not  God,  not  the  second  person  in  the 
Trinity,  —  this  is  a  mere  negation,  without  power.  We 
dwell  upon  the  positive  fact,  that  he  is  the  great  manifesta- 
tion of  God  in  the  flesh,  the  image  and  representation  of  God 
to  08.  In  his  words  we  have  the  Divine  wisdom,  and  in  his 
character  we  read  and  understand  the  Divine  attributes,  and 
behold  in  him  a  union  with  the  Father,  which  makes  him,  in 
reality,  the  brightness  of  the  Father^s  glory  and  the  express 
image  of  his  person.  The  why  and  the  koto  Christ  died  for 
us,  whether  as  an  expiation,  or  a  substitution,  or  satisfaction, 
^^speculative  questions,  —  we  leave  them  to  speculation. 
We  are  penetrated  with  the  simple  fact  that  he  did  die  for 
tn,  that  that  holy  one  of  God,  that  that  beautiful,  blanleless, 
and  bene%cent  life  ended  in  intense  agony  upon  the  cross,  ftfr 
our  sdkes ;  and  in  that  cross  we  find  a  reconcUing  powe^. 
It  speaks  to  our  aflbetioM ;  it  touches  our  oonseienoes ;  it 

2» 
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brings  US  in  humility  and  penitence  to  the  very  presenoe  of 
the  Father,  where  Christ  is,  an  ever-living  interceaaor  and 
advocate  for  us.  Christianity  becomes  to  us,  not  a  mere  ff^ 
tem  of  moral  and  religious  truth  which  Christ  communi- 
cated, but  a  system  of  truth  which  he  embodied  and  exhib> 
ited,  which  gathers  around,  enters  into,  emanates  from,  the 
great  facts  of  his  history ;  and  as  such,  holding  him  high  ap 
as  an  object  of  exalted  reverence,  fove,  gratitude,  feith,  it 
has  power  over  our  souls. 

This  tendency  to  dwell  upon  and  unfold  the  simple  and 
positive  side  of  our  faith  is  everywhere  manifest,  and  the 
Committee  express  the  hope,  that  a  more  positive  faith  will 
be  followed  by  more  direct  and  systematic  efforts  in  our  so- 
cieties to  cooperate  in  the  great  work  of  evangeb'zing  our 
entire  country.  The  missionary  enterprise  appeals  for  sym- 
pathy and  support  to  every  Christian  heart.  It  calls  upon 
us,  by  our  regard  for  all  that  is  worth  preserving  in  the  insti- 
tutions of  our  country,  by  our  interest  in  the  forming  civili- 
zation of  a  mighty  nation,  by  the  spirit  of  fraternal  love, 
which  our  religion  enjoins,  and  by  our  allegiance  to  Him 
who  died  that  we  might  live,  to  send  forth  the  messengen 
of  divine  truth,  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  our 
land.  From  the  east  and  the  west  we  hear  the  declaratioo, 
^*  The  harvest  is  plenteous,  but  the  laborers  are  few.^*  Into 
this  broad  and  promising  field  our  fellow-Christians  of  other 
denominations  have  freely  entered.  We  honor  their  de- 
votedness,  and  we  rejoice  in  their  success.  Not  to  oppose 
their  efforts,  but  to  extend  the  power  of  truth,  would  we 
give  to  the  cause  of  missions  our  cordial  support  When 
the  missionary  spirit  shall  have  established  itself  in  the  heart 
of  our  churches ;  when,  for  the  sake  of  humanly,  for  the 
salvation  of  souls,  for  the  honor  of  Christ,  all  shall  fervently 
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pray,  and  cheerfully  work,  and  freely  give,  the  rich  man  of 
bis  abundance,  and  the  poor  man  of  his  penury,  then  indeed 
shall  we  become  a  truly  prosperous  denomination.  The 
promise  of  our  ascended  Redeemer  will  be  verified,  "  Lo,  I 
am  with  you  alway  "  ;  for  we  shall  be  found  obeying  the 
command  given  to  his  followers,  *'  Go  ye  into  all  the  world 
and  preach  the  Grospel  to  every  creature.'^ 


NOTE. 

The  Executive  Committee  earnestly  invite  the  ooSperation  of 
our  churches  in  the  great  cause  which  the  American  Unitarian 
Association  aims  to  promote,  viz.  the  spread  of  Christ's  Gospel 
and  the  promotion  of  Christian  righteousness  and  'piety.  This 
Association  has  now  been  in  existence  more  than  twenty-five 
years.  Experience  has  shown,  that  it  is  an  organization  adequate, 
if  furnished  with  means,  to  the  largest  measure  of  activity  and 
the  widest  field  of  operation.  Gratifying  evidence  of  the  increase 
both  of  confidence  in  the  Association,  and  of  a  more  earnest  mis- 
sionaTy  spirit  in  the  denomination  is  afibrded  by  the  fact,  that  two 
thirds  of  all  the  funds  raised  in  its  behalf  have  been  contributed 
during  the  last  ten  years.    Our  churches  in  the  country  and  in  ! 

our  large  cities  have  been  freely  open  for  the  Secretary  of  the 
Association  to  present  the  claims  of  the  great  cause  which  all 
should  do  something  to  promote.  He  wiU  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  embrace  any  opportunity  of  this  kind,  that  may  be  oficred 
during  the  present  year.  It  is  hoped,  that  from  every  congrega- 
tion which  he  addresses  there  will  be  a  hearty  response,  and,  a 
sum  contributed  commensurate  with  its  ability,  and  in  harmony 
with  the  injunction,  **  Freely  ye  have  received,  fireely  give." 


PUBLIC    MEETING. 


Thb  Public  Meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  on  the 
evening  of  the  25th  of  May,  in  the  Federal  Street  Meeting- 
house, at  7i  o^clock.  Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  James 
W.  Thompson,  D.  D.,  of  Salem.  The  Annual  Report  of  the 
Executive  Committee  was  read  by  the  Secretary.  The 
President,  Rev.  Mr.  Lothrop,  stated  that  no  resolutions  had 
been  prepared  or  would  be  ofiered ;  but  that  gentlemen  had 
been  invited  to  speak  on  the  prominent  topics  presented  in 
the  Report.  These  were  three :  —  1st.  The  demand  for 
denominational,  religious  activity.  2d.  The  practical  view 
of  Christ^s  character  as  the  central  truth  of  the  Gospel. 
3d.  Missionary  efibrt  The  President  introduced,  aa  the 
first  speaker,  Hon.  SAMirfiL  Hoar  of  Concord,  who  moved 
the  acceptance  of  the  Report,  and  said :  — 

He  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  decline  an  injunction  coming  from 
such  a  quarter  on  such  an  occasion.  It  was  not  from  modesty, 
but  because  of  its  truth,  that  he  said  that  the  talking  apparatus 
was  apt  to  be  active  after  the  thinking  power  was  weakened  ;  and 
it  might  be  so  in  his  case.  He  had  never  listened  to  a  report  which 
better  met  his  views  than  the  one  just  read.  It  presented  the  true, 
great  object  of  fife ;  for  what  should  that  object  be  if  not  the 
Christian  aim  t  It  presented  also  the  relation  the  Saviour  bears  to 
Christianity.    He  is  the  religion  he  taught ;  the  spirit  of  Jesus  is 
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the  Teligion  of  JeaoB.  Having  the  spirit  of  the  author  of  our 
ftitfa,  the  thiog  named  foUowa  of  conzae.  If  you  belieTe  in  Christ, 
and  have  his  spirit,  you  will  be  active  in  his  cause ;  otherwise,  you 
are  a  pretender,  and  have  not  yet  entered  the  Christian  school. 
What  we  want  in  oar  denomination  is  neither  more  nor  less  than 
what  is  wanted  in  all  denomiDationa.  Intellectually,  he  had  no 
doubt  about  our  views.  If  he  was  ever  led  to  question,  it  was 
because  sometimes  there  might  seem  to  be  a  want  of  earnestness ; 
that  we  don't  believe  as  we  should  that  Jesus  is  Christianity,  and 
have  not  his  spirit.  So  far  as  this  is  the  case,  it  is  no  matter 
what  our  creed  is.  The  Church  is  better  without  us  than  with 
vs.  Looking  as  we  must  at  the  fruits,  there  may  be  doctrinal 
ezTor,  and  yet  the  right  spirit,  in  many  who  will  give  the  Church 
their  hearty  sopport,  and  be  wherever  a  Christian  influence  is  to 
to  be  exerted. 

Bev.  Mr.  Hedge  of  Providence  next  addressed  the  meet- 
ing. 

He  would  ask,  What  should  their  denominational  activity  be  ? 
Should  it  be  propagandism  and  proselytism  ?  If  the  quality  of  the 
denomination  was  to  be  judged  by  its  activity  in  this  respect,  it 
could  not  claim  a  very  high  rank  in  the  ecclesiastical  world.  He 
said  they  were  not  a  proselyting  sect,  not  a  society  of  propagand- 
ists, never  had  been  such,  and,  as  he  believed,  never  could  be,  con- 
sistently with  their  position.  It  was  a  remarkable  fact,  that  the 
proselyting  zeal  in  religious  sects  had  generally  been  in  inverse 
ratio  to  the  purity  of  their  faith.  But  there  was  an  important 
distinction  between  proselyting  zeal  and  missionary  action ;  the 
former  aiming  to  break  up  a  settled  faith,  and  to  draw  its  believers 
over  to  some  other  faith ;  the  latter  being  a  species  of  activity 
which  meets  a  want  understood  already  to  exist.  This  was  the 
kind  of  action  which,  as  a  denomination,  they  were  called  to  en- 
gage in,  and  which  was  perfectly  consistent  with  their  position, 
not  as  a  sect,  not  as  Unitarians,  but  as  Christians ;  and  they  were 
to  engage  in  this  species  of  action  simply  because  Christianity  ex- 
ists by  self-communication ;  that  is  the  condition  of  its  continued 
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oisleiMe  in  tte  wvM ;  and  the  mooeDt  the  Cbiatian  Chav^ 
easMe  to  be  miMoniry,  it  eeeaee  te  exist  as  a  peeitiye  reiigioik. 

Their  denominatioi],  tbeot  atiest  be  numoaary.  And  aader 
what  eooditioQs?  In  the  lirat  place,  it  abonld  be 
They  mast  aet  historioally,  in  eonlbnnity  with  their  own 
with  the  orgaaie  ideas  of  their  leligiea ;  and  in  eider  to  ihstt, 
they  mast  nndentand  their  whereabouts.  Now,  he  woeU 
what  was  this  speeillo  thing  that  they  repiessatod?  what 
their  woilt  in  the  Christiaa  world,— their  aim,  on  whieh  they 
founded  their  right  iobef  Like  all  other  denomiBatieBB,  ihej  had 
a  negative  and  po«tive  side ;  the  former  being  their  pnHeet  against 
what  they  beliered  to  be  the  errofs  of  the  elder  Chnrch, — not  only 
against  prelacy,  bnt  against  spiritual  domination  of  every  kind : 
and  the  Utter  including  the  two  ideas,  first,  that  Chriatiaaity  is 
progressife ;  that  at  no  period  of  its  history  can  it  be  said  to  have 
reached  its  consummation ;  and  second,  that  Christianity  is  a 
charity,  a  philanthropy,  esscDtislly  humanitarian  in  its  cfasiaeter. 
The  speaker  said,  that  he  thought  they,  as  a  denomination,  might 
claim  to  have  endeavored  to  be  fiutbful  to  this  idea ;  and  that  they 
had  taken  an  active  part  in  all  the  philanthropic  movemento  of  the 
day,  and  in  some  taken  the  lead.  He  urged  that  their  activity 
must  be  constBtont  with  this  position,  negative  and  positive ;  that 
they  must  be  true  to  themselves,  and  act  in  obedience  to  the  or- 
ganic ideas  of  their  denomination ;  and  the  most  eflfective  means 
to  be  used  fbr  prosecuting  their  work,  he  thought,  vrere  the 
same  that  they  had  been  using  for  the  last  twenty  years,  —  die 
publication  of  tracts  and  books  explanatory  of  their  idea  of  Chris- 
tian truth  and  education. 

These  were  the  two  great  engines  of  propagandism,  and  vrere 
entirely  consistent  with  their  position.  Although  they  had  a]> 
ready  done  much,  they  might  still  greatly  increase  their  action  in 
this  way.  The  speaker  extonded  his  remarks  upon  these  points, 
strongly  urging  the  necessity  of  vrider  education.  He  said,  if  they 
could  only  hold  their  own,  they  would  have  nothing  to  fear ;  bet 
they  had  not  always  done  that.  The  young  of  their  Chnrch  were 
going  forth  into  other  communions ;  but  this  would  not  happen  if 
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they  bad  leeeired  auch  edaeatioD  as  tfaoir  denomiimtioD  nigfat  ivh 
pact  to  them.  Let  the  Sanday  School  education  be  ajatenatiQ ; 
and  in  this  eoimeotion  he  hoped  that  the  time  would  come^  whea 
the  ioatnietion  of  the  yoang  would  be  more  in  the  hands  of  the 
pastor  titan  at  preaeat. 

He  said  that  the  Asaociation  had  exiated  about  a  qnavter  of  a 
oentojry*  and  it  could  not  be  denied  that  it  had  done  a  great  worib 
These  walla,  he  said,  xeminded  him  that  a  gieat  work  had  been 
done.  The  prodoctipn  of  such  a  mind  and  aueh  a  life  as  thai  of 
Dr.  Channing,  whom  he  considered  as  the  truest  type  of  Unitarian 
Christianity,  was  of  itself —  had  nothing  else  been  accomplished  — 
a  great  work.  Moreover,  it  had  done  a  great  work  in  multiplying 
the  Tiews  and  doctrines  of  other  denominations.  Compare  the 
state  of  the  theology  of  New  England  then  and  now,  and  the 
truth  of  the  remark  would  be  seen*  He  eloeed  by  seoondiug  the 
motion  fbf  the  aoceptanee  of  the  Report. 

Rev.  Edwajid  E.  Hale  of  Worcester  was  then  intro- 
duced. 

He  said  that  he  was  alwaya  inclined  to  see  the  poaiti?e  side» 
and  would  speak  of  the  posttiTe  side  of  our  operations.  We  wens 
trying  to  lifi  op  the  oiTilixation  of  the  world.  We  should  inquire 
what  was  the  course  of  the  aric  of  the  world's  salvation.  Those 
who  row  the  material  side  are  working  Tigoionsly,  with  eten  and 
powerful  stsokea  of  their  oars.  We  are  on  the  spiritual  ode  to  do 
Vbe  aame ;  to  see  that  they  hare  not  been  pulling  us  round.  The 
¥oioe  of  Christianity  to  ciTUiaation  is,  "  Friend,  come  up  higher." 
We  want  to  liA  men  up  phyaioally,  iutelleotually,  morally.  '*  The- 
kingdom  of  heayeo  comeM,"— is  alwaya  advanomg;  butaom^ 
times  the  adyance  is  hardly  visible.  The  speaker  illustrated  this  by 
a  graphic  desoription  of  the  letting  in  of  the  Cochituats  winter  into 
the  conduit,  and  picturing  the  alowness  with  which,  to  eager  apeo- 
tators,  it  covered  the  bottom,  and  began  to  fill  the  reservoir,  twenty- 
five  acrea  in  extent ;  seeming  for  a  long  time  only  trickling  rills  or 
a  shallow,  muddy  pool  It  waa  thus  during  the  first  three  centuries 
with  Christianity  as  it  flowed  out  into  the  world.    But  it  will  roll 
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OQt  inereamng  and  dcepeoing  m  it  Bpreads,  is  long  as  tbe  tfasaoe 
of  God  thall  ODdure,  or  the  Son  of  God  sbiO  live  to  make  inter- 
oeenon  for  oa.  What  way  shall  we  help  thia  piogteas  ?  It  mint 
startle  the  angels  to  hear  aoeh  a  question.  Is  the  world,  sitting 
down,  to  lift  itself  op?  Where  is  the  external  point  for  our  Isven 
to  rest  on?  Where  do  we  get  oor  own  motives!  Oor  Tenenfale 
ftiend  haa  told  na  how  or  by  what  force  the  woric  is  to  be  done. 
How  can  we  preaeh  ezoept  we  belieTel  and  we  moat  preach  the 
ftith  which  haa  asTod  ns,  or  not  prsaeh  at  all. 

•Rev.  Andrew  P.  Pbabodt  of  Portsmouth  was  then  in- 
vited by  the  President  to  speak  on  the  practical  view  of 
Christ^s  characteft  and  remarked  in  substance  as  fol- 
lows  :  — 

Chnst  is  his  religion.  Christianity  conasts,  not  of  afastiaet 
principles,  but  of  mercy  and  truth  made  incamaie  in  Jeaoa  of 
Nazareth. 

Through  Jeans  alone  u  the  personality  of  God  revealed  to  oa. 
Independently  of  the  Gospel,  the  tendency  of  cultivated  minds  is 
toward  Pantheiam.  Plato  and  his  disciples  were  Panthosts.  In 
modern  Christendom,  wherever  histoiioal  Christianity  haa  been  aet 
aside,  the  movement  haa  been  in  that  direction.  The  ntioaalism 
of  Germany,  ibr  the  most  part,  ignorea  a  personal  Deity  oooaideiod 
aa  a  diMinct  object  of  reverence,  worahip,  and  prayer.  Pantfaemm 
la  in  ftet  the  religion  of  nature.  The  Almighty  is  hidden  fion 
mortal  eye  behind  the  aprings,  within  the  wheels  of  the  medannas 
of  the  univerM.  By  miracle,  and,  above  all,  by  personal  manifoa- 
tation,  as  through  Christ,  he  detaches  himself  fiom  his  works,  and 
beoomea  a  separate  object  of  intelligenoe,  homage,  and  eonli- 
denoe. 

Jesus,  too,  not  his  words,  but  his  living,  dying,  loving  penon- 
ality,  is  essential  to  our  lepoee  under  the  burden  of  repented  sin. 
Sserifice  m  the  language  of  love.  The  parent  makea  saerifieeo  Ibr 
hia  ohildren,  the  patriot  for  bia  country,  the  philanthropist  fov  his 
raee.  It  is  sacrifice  alone  that  can  make  love  felt,  or  render  it  the 
object  of  assured  trust.    In  tbe  death  of  Christ,  God  ^peaka  to 
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man  in  the  well-understood  language  of  sacrifice,  and  gi^es  us  the 
pledge  of  his  pardoning  mercy  in  the  only  form  in  which  man 
could  fully  appreciate  it  and  repose  upon  it  with  entire  satisfaction. 

Jesus  also  is  our  hope  of  immortality.  We  are  not  insensible  to 
the  analogies  of  nature  or  the  tendencies  and  aspirations  of  human- 
ity, that  point  to  continued  and  renewed  existence.  But  such  con- 
aiderations  come  most  promptly  to  our  minds  in  our  unburdened 
and  happy  seasons.  In  the  time  of  need  we  demand  personal  as- 
surance. We  crave  to  see  immortality  brought  to  light,  the  eter- 
nal life  made  manifest ;  and  can  derive  inuneasuraUy  more  support 
and  consolation  from  a  single  glance  of  realizing  &ith  at  the  broken 
sepulchre  of  Jesus,  than  from  the  whole  array  of  natural  argu- 
ments for  immortality. 

Finally,  we  rely  on  the  personal  presence  and  sympathy  of 
Jesus.  Our  religion  binds  us  to  the  Son  no  less  than  to  the 
Father.  In  duty  and  in  conflict,  he  treads  the  wine-press  at  our 
side.  And  as  we  look  forward  to  death,  it  is  not  on  the  abstract 
truths  of  his  Gospel  that  we  rely  for  support,  but  on  his  personal 
guidance  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow ;  and  our  dearest  hopes 
are  all  expressed  when  we  can  say  to  the  Good  Shepherd,  *^  I  will 
fear  no  evil ;  for  thou  art  with  me.*' 

Rev.  Rush  R.  Sbiffbn  of  Chicago,  III.  was  invited  to 
address  the  meeting  on  the  need  of  missionary  labor  in  the 
West 

He  thanked  the  Association,  in  behalf  of  his  brethren  of  the 
West,  for  the  aid  which  had  been  extended  to  them  by  the  Uni- 
tarians of  New  England.  He  could  not  claim  to  be  a  representa- 
tive of  the  West,  —  that  mighty  region  which  reaches  from  lake 
to  gulf,  that  young  giant  of  the  world,  —  but  in  its  obligations  to 
them,  in  its  gratitude,  its  reverence,  its  sympathy,  he  might  claim 
to  be  its  fair,  though  humble  representative.  In  regard  to  the 
wants  of  the  West,  one  word,  he  said,  was  sufficient.  What  did 
they  want  ?  Every  thing  that  man  wants.  Of  the  material  advan- 
tages of  civilization,  of  every  thing  conducive  to  worldly  progress, 
they  were  fast  obtaining  an  abundance.    But  for  spiritual  nutri- 

voL.  zzv. — NO.  285.  3 
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amit4ba  W«0t«ra  poople  wan  yet  iMUgering  ind  thixstiQg  ;  and 
tbe  mipply  of  that  want  still  4ei^6liodp  in  laige  part,  upon  the 
Uw<r»rianB  of  New  England. 

The  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  theo  miftni- 
mously  accepted ;  and  the  meeting  was  closed  by  singmg 
Ibe  Dozologjr. 
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ACT  OF  INCOBFORATIOM. 

Com MOH WEALTH   OF  Ma88ACBD8ETTS. 

Id  the  year  one  thooiand  eigl)t  hundrefd  and  fotty*mten, 

JH  Act  to  incorporate  the  Jtmeriam  UnilaHMi  Anodation. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houie  of  RepresentatlvMi  in 
General  Court  aflsembled,  and  by  the  anlboritj  of  the  iamej  as  fol- 
lows :  —^Section  1.  Charles  Briggs,  Samuel  K.  Lotbrop,  Heoty  P. 
Fairbanks,  their  aasociates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  eorp^ 
tratioo,  by  the  name  of  the  American  Unitarian  Assootationi  witii  all 
the  powers  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties^  liabilities,  and 
restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of  the  Reivised  Sut* 
ntes ;  and  nid  corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal  estate  to  the 
yalue  of  fifty  thousand  dollari,  to  be  detoted  ezelosiTely  to  the  pro* 
motion  of  the  interests  of  morAl  and  religions  instmction.  Seelkm  84 
All  donations,  devises,  and  bequests  of  real  and  personal  estaie,  whieh 
may  heretofore  have  been  made  to  the  American  Unitarian  Associa- 
tion, or  to  the  Executive  Committee  thereof,  shall  be  and  ennni  to 
the  use  and  benefit  of  the  corporation  hereby  created,  to  be  apprapri* 
ated,  however,  to  the  purposes  designated  in  any  other  donationi 
devise,  or  bequest.  Section  3.  This  Act  shall  take  ^ect  from  and 
after  its  passage. 
House  of  Representatives,  March  3d,  1847.     Passed  to  be  enacted. 

Ebeh.  BnADBunr,  Sj^ettker. 
In  Senate,  March  4, 1B47.    Passed  to  be  enacted. 

W.  B.  Calaovn,  PreMmtt. 
March  4th,  1847.    Approved. 

Gto.  N.  Bnran*. 

Secretary's  Office^  March  5,  1847. 
I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  Act. 

JoHR  G.pALynfcr, 
Secretary  of  the  CommonweaWk, 

BY-LAWS. 

Article  1.    The  object  of  the  American  Unitarian  Association 
•hall  be  to  diffuse  the  knowledge  and  promote  the  interests  of  pure 
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Chriitiuiity  thronghoat  oor  ooontry ;  and  all  Unitarian  Christiana  in 
the  United  States  shall  be  inTited  to  unite  and  cooperate  with  it  for 
that  purpose. 

Art.  2.  An  annual  subscription  of  one  dollar  shall  constitute  a 
person  a  member  so  long  as  such  subscription  be  paid,  and  a  subscript 
tion  of  thirty  dollars  shall  constitute  a  person  a  member  for  life. 

Art.  3.  The  officers  shall  be  a  President,  two  Vice-Presidents,  a 
Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  and  five  Directors,  two  of  whom,  at  least, 
shall  be  laymen.  These  officers  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot,  at  the 
annual  meeting,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  or  till  otheni 
be  chosen  in  their  stead. 

Art.  4.  These  officers  shall  constitute  an  Executive  Committee, 
who  shall  meet  at  leait  once  in  each  month,  and  shall  have  charge  of 
all  the  business  snd  interests  of  the  Association,  the  direction  of  its 
funds  and  operations,  with  power  to  fill  any  vacancies  that  may  occur 
in  their  number,  between  any  two  annual  meetings,  and  to  call  special 
meetings  of  the  corporation  whenever  they  shall  deem  it  necessary  or 
expedient. 

Art.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  keep  a  full  record 
of  the  meetings  of  the  corporation,  and  of  the  Executive  Committee ; 
to  conduct  the  correspondence  of  the  Association,  and  keep  an  acco* 
rately  arranged  file  of  the  same ;  and  in  general  to  perform  such 
services,  to  suggest,  devise,  and  execute,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  such  plans  and  measures,  as  shall,  in  their 
judgment,  tend  to  promote  the  objects  of  the  Association,  increase  its 
usefulness,  and  enlarge  the  sphere  of  its  influence ;  and  his  salary 
shall  be  determined  by  vote  of  the  corporation  at  the  annual  meeting. 

Art,  6,  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  shall  be  held  on 
the  Tuesday  before  the  last  Wednesday  in  May,  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M., 
at  such  place  in  the  city  of  Boston  as  the  Executive  Committee  may 
appoint,  of  which  due  notice  shall  be  given  by  advertisement  in  two 
or  more  newspapers  published  in  Boston,  at  least  ten  days  previous. 

Art.  7.  Any  amendment  of  these  articles,  proposed  at  one  annual 
meeting,  may  be  adopted  at  the  next,  if  a  majority  of  the  members 
present  vote  in  favor  of  it. 
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CLERGYMEN  MEMBERS  FOR  LIFE. 

The  following  oUrgymen  Iwve  been  made  members  for  life  of  the 
ABsociation,  by  the  donation  of  thirty  dollars  or  more,  {uincipally 
from  ladies  of  their  respective  societies. 


Abbot,  Abiel,  D.  D. 
Adams,  Edwin  6. 
Alden,  Seth 
Alger,  Horatio 
Alger,  William  R. 
Allen,  Joseph,  D.  D. 
Allen,  Joseph  H. 
Allen,  T.  Prentiss 
"Andrews,  William 
Arnold,  Augustus  C.  L. 
Babbidge,  Charles 
"Bancroft,  Aaron,  D.  D. 
Barrett,  Samuel,  D.  D. 
Barry,  Willjam 
"Bartlett,  John 
Bartol,  O.  W. 
•Bascom,  Ezekiel  L. 
Bates,  Reuben 
Bellows,  Henry  W. 
Bigelow,  Andrew,  D.p. 
Billings,  Liberty 
*Brazer,  John,  D.  D. 
Briggs,  Charles 
Brigham,  Charles  H. 
Brooks,  Charles 
Brooks,  Charles  T. 
Brown,  Addiion 
Brown,  J.  F. 
Backingham,  Edgar 
Buckingham,  J.  A. 
Bulfinch,  S.  G. 


m 

Burnap,  George  W. 

Burton,  Warren 

BuBh,S.  W. 

Chandler,  Seth 

•Channing,  William  E.,  D.  D. 

Clark,  Amos 

Clarke,  Samuel 

Cole,  Jonathan 

*Colman,  Henry 

Conant,  A.  H. 

Coolidge,  James  I.  T. 

Cordner,  John 

Crafts,  Eliphalet  P. 

Crosby,  Jaazaniah 

Cunningham,  Francis 

Cutler,  Curtis 

Cutler,  R.  P. 

"Damon,  David,  D.  D. 

Davis,  Hasbrouck 

Dewey,  Orville,  D.  D. 

Doggett,  Theophilus  P. 

"Edes,  Edward  H. 

"Edes,  Henry,  D.  D. 

Edes,  Henry  F. 

Ellis,  George  E. 

Emmons,  Henry 

Everett,  Oliver  C. 

Farley,  Frederic  A. 

Field,  Joseph,  D.  D. 

"Flint,  Jacob 

Flint,  James,  D.  D. 


*  Dead. 


8» 
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Fosdick,  David 
Fox,  Thomas  B. 
Froat,  BarzUlai 
FroUiingbam,  William 
Funieaa,  William  H.,  D.  D. 
Fuller,  Arthur  B. 
Gage,  Nathaniel 
Gannett,  Ezra  8.,  D.  D. 
^Gannett,  Thomas  B. 
Gray,  Frederic  T. 
Greene,  William  B. 
•Greenwood,  F.  W.  P.,  D.  D. 
Hale,  Edward  E. 
Hall,  Edward  B.,  D.  D. 
Hall,  Nathaniel 
Hamilton,  Luther 
Harrington,  Joseph 
Hedge,  Frederic  H. 
Hill,  AloniM),  D.  D. 
Hill,  Thomas 
Holland,  Frederic  W. 
Hosmer,  George  W. 
*Howe,  Moses 
Huntington,  Frederic  D. 
Huntoon,  Benjamin 
Ingersoll,  George  G.,  D.  D. 
Johnson,  Rufus  A. 
Judd,  Sylvester 
Kendall,  James,  D.  D. 
•Kinsley,  W.  H. 
Knapp,  Frederio  N. 
Lambert,  Henry 
Lamson,  Alvan,  D.  D. 
Lathrop,  Thomas  S. 
Leonard,  Levi  W.,  D.  D. 
Lincoln,  Calvto 

''Little,  B^bert 
Livermore,  Abiel  A. 
Livermore,  Leonard  J. 
Loring,  Bailey 


Lothrop,  Samuel  K. 
Lunt,  William  P. 
May,  Samuel,  Jr. 
Merrick,  John  M. 
Miles,  Henry  A.,  D.  D. 
Moore,  Josiah 
Morse,  William 
Moseley,  William  O. 
Motte,  Mellish  I. 
Muzzey,  Artemas  B. 
Newell,  William 
Nichols,  Ichabod,  D.  D. 
Nightingale,  Crawford 
Noyes,  George  R.,  D.  D. 
Nute,  Ephraim 
Osgood,  Joseph 
Osgood,  Peter 
Osgood,  Samuel 
Palfrey,  Cazneau 
Palfrey,  John  G.,  D.  D. 
•Parker,  Nathan,  D.  D. 
Parker,  Theodore 
Parkmsn,  Francis,  D.  D. 
Parkman,  John 
•Peabody,  Oliver  W.  B. 
•Peabody,  William  B.  O.,  D.  D. 
Peabody,  Ephraim,  D.  D. 
•Phipps,  Harrison  G.  O. 
Phipps,  J.  H. 
Pierpont,  John 
.  Pike,  Richard 
Putnam,  George,  D.  D. 
Reynolds,  Grindall 
Richardion,  James,  Jr. 
Richardson,  Joseph 
•Ripley,  Ezra,  D.  D. 
Ripley,  George 
•Ripley,  Samuel 
Robbins,  Chandler 
Robbina,  Samuel  D. 
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Robinsoo,  Charles 
*Rogen,  Timothy  F. 
Sanger,  Ralph 
Sargent,  John  T. 
Sears,  Edmund  H. 
Sewali,  Charles  C. 
Bewail*  Edmund  Q. 
Sbackford,  Charles  C. 
Simmons,  George  F. 
Smith,  Amos 
Smith,  Joseph  C. 
Steams,  Oliver 
Stebbins,  Rufiis  P.,  D.  D. 
Stetson,  Caleb 
Stevens,  Daniel  W. 
Stone,  Edwin  M. 
*8torer,  John  P.  B. 
Sullivan,  Thomas  R. 
Sweet,  John  D. 
*Swett,  William  G. 
Thayer,  Christopher  T. 
*Thayer,  Nathaniel,  D.  D. 
Thomas,  Moses  G. 
Thompson,  James,  D.  D. 


Thompson,  James  W.,  D.  D. 
Waite,  Josiah  K. 
Walker,  James,  D.  D. 
•Ware,  Henry,  Jr^  D.  D. 
•Ware,  William 
Waterston,  R.  C. 
Weiss,  John 
Wellington,  Charles 
•Wells,  George  W. 
Wheeler,  A.  D. 
•White,  John 
White,  William  H. 
•Whitman,  Bernard 
•Whitman,  Jason 
Whitman,  Nathaniel 
Whitney,  Frederic  A. 
Whitwell,  William  A. 
Williams,  George  A. 
Willis,  Martin  W. 
Willson,  Edmund  B. 
•Withington,  Hiram 
Woodbury,  Asa 
Young,  Alexander,  D.  D. 
Young,  Joshua 


OTHER  MEMBERS  FOR  UFE. 


Abbot,  Ezra 
Abbot,  Harris 
Abbot,  Samuel 
Abbott,  Miss  Abigail 
Adams,  Benjamin  T. 
Adams,  James,  Jr. 
Adams,  Philip 
Adams,  Zabdiel  B. 
Alger,  Cyrus 


Alger,  Franeis 
Allen,  G.  M. 
Ames,  David  W. 
Ames,  Mrs.  David 
Ames,  Seth 
Andrews,  Ebenexer  T. 
Andrews,  W.  T. 
Anthony,  Edward 
Appleton,  Charles  T. 
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AppUloo,  F^9j/i 

AppletoD,  J.  IL 

Appletoo,  Nath^ 

AppletoD,  Samuel 

Aspinwall,  SamuQl 

Atherton,  Charles  ^. 

Baker,  Henry  F. 

Bal],  S.  8. 

Bancroft,  Mrs.  B.  D. 

Bangs,  laaiah 

Bangs,  G.  P. 

Barker,  Joseph  A. 

Barnard,  Geoi|^.  ^. 

Barnes,  D.  W. 

Barnes,  8.  H. 

Barnes,  Miss  HarrUt 

Barrett,  Nathaniel  A. 

Bigelow,  AlansoB 

Bigelow,  John 

*Bird,  John  H. 

Bixbjr,  Miss  I^eauah 

Black,  John 

*Blake,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Blanchard,  Hezeki^ 

Blanchard,  Joshua  P. 
Bliss,  J.  Lee 
Bliss,  Theodore 
*Bond,  George 
Bond,  George  W. 
Boutelle,  Mrs.  T.  R. 
*Bowditch,  Nathan{«l 
Bowen,  TuUj  D. 
Bowles,  Samuel 
Bojd,  Francis 
Brackett,  Samuel  E. 
Bradford,  a  T. 
*Bradlee,  Joseph,  f. 
Brewster,  OliTer 
Brewster,  WiUiaA 


•Brooks,  Peter  C. 

Brown,  Mrs.  Amj  T. 

Bryant,  John 

Bulloch,  W.  P. 

Burgess,  Mrs.  A.  £.  P. 

Carew,  Joseph 

Cartwright,  Charles  W. 

Channing,  Mn.  W.  E. 

Chapin,  Harvey 
*Chapman,  Edmund  A. 
Chapman,  Mrs.  Jonathan 

Chapman,  Mrs.  Margaret 
Child,  Mrs.  John 
"Child,  Richards 
Child,  Mrs.  Richards 
Clapp,  Miss  Catherine 
^lapp,  Joshua 
Clapp,  Mn.  Mary 
Clarke,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Cobb,  Elijah 
Coffin,  George  W. 
Colton,  George 
Cooke,  Mrs.  Maxy  F. 
*Coolidge,»  Joeeph 
*Cotton,  John 
Cotton,  Joseph,  Jr. 
Crocker,  G«orge  A. 
Crocker,  James  H. 
Crosby,  William 
Curtis,  Mrs.  Philip 
Gushing,  T.  P. 
Cushman,  Henry  W. 
Dale,  Samuel  H. 
Dana,  Dexter 
Danfbrth,  Isaac 
Dascomb,  Thomas  R. 
Davis,  Charles  S. 
Davis,  James 
Davis,  James,  Jr. 
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Davis,  Joseph 
Davis,  J.  Amorjr 
Davis,  Mrs.  M.  M . 
DeaD,  Theodore 
Denny,  Daniel 
Dillingham,  Miss  Eliza 
Dix,  Miss  D. 
Dorr,  John 
*Dorr,  Samuel 
Draper,  James 
Dwight,  George 
Dwight,  Mrs.  George 
Dwight,  Jonathan 
Dwight,  Mrs.  Mary 
Dwight,  William 
Eager,  William 
Edwards,  Elisha 
*£llJs,  David 
Ellis,  Jonathan,  Jr. 
Emerson,  George  B. 
Emmons,  John  L. 
Everett,  Miss  Elisa  G. 
'Everett,  Moses 
*£verett,  Otis 
Fairbanks,  Henry  P. 
Fairbanks,  Mrs.  Henry  P. 
Fairbanks,  Stephen 
Fairbanks,  Mrs.  Stephen 
Farley,  Mrs.  F^deiic  A. 
Faxon,  Nathaniel 
Fearing,  Albert 
Fisher,  Joshua 
*Fitch,  Jeremiah 
Foot,  Homer 
Foot,  Mrs.  Homer 
Forster,  Jacob 
Foster,  Charles  A. 
Foster,  Charles  W. 
Fowle,  C.  S. 


Fowler,  James 
Francis,  Ebenezer 
Frost,  George 
Gardner,  John 
Gardner,  John  l». 
Gassett,  Henry 
Gilbert,  B.  R. 
Gould,  Benjamin  A. 
Gould,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Gould,  Lewis 
Grant,  Moses 
*Gray,  Harrison 
Gray,  John  C. 
.    Greele,  Samuel 
*Green,  Ezra 
Greene,  Sarah 
*Hall,  Mrs.  Edward  B. 
Hall,  Jacob 
Hall,  Sarah  B. 
Hallett,  George  W. 
Hamilton,  Charles  A. 
Hammond,  Daniel 
'Hammond,  Samuel 
Hawes,  Prince 
Heath,  Charles 
*Hedge,  Barnabas 
Hendee,  Charles  J. 
Hewes,  Abraham,  Jr. 
Hewett,  H.  N. 
Hickling,  Charles 
Hoar,  Samuel 
Hodges,  George 
Holbrook,  Ann  B. 
Holland,  Mrs.  F.  W. 
Holmes,  Benjamin 
^Howard,  Abraham 
Howard,  Charles 
Howard,  John 
Howe,  Gilbert  H. 
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Howe,  John 
Howe,  Zedock 
Hull,  HeDij 
Hannewell,  H.  H. 
Hunt,  Nathaniel  P. 
Hard,  John 
Inches,  Henderaon 
Inches,  Miai 
Jackson,  Charles 
Jaokaon,  Francis 
Jarris,  Mrs.  Leonard 
Jernegan,  Mrs.  Maty 
Johnson,  James 
Johnson,  Mrs.  J. 
^Johnson,  Milton 
Jones,  Miss  Charlotti 
Jones,  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Jones,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Judd,  Mrs.  Sylvester 
Kendall,  Henry  L. 
Kettell,  John  P, 
"King,  Daniel  P. 
•King,  Gedney 
King,  Samuel  B. 
Knight,  William  H. 
Knight,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Kuhn,  George  H. 
Lamson,  Benjamin 
Lamson,  Mrs.  F.  T. 
Lamson,  John 
Lane,  George 
Lawrence,  Abbott 
Lawrence,  Amos 
^Lawrence,  Luther 
*Lawrenoe|  WilUam 
Lee,  Miss  Rebeeon 
Leonard,  Lemuel 
Lewis,  S.  S. 
Lewis,  Mrs.  S.  S. 


Lincoln,  M.  8. 
Lincoln,  Oliver 
Little,  J.  L. 
Livermore,  Mrs.  E.  D. 
Liyermore,  George 
Livermore,  Isaac 
Lombard,  Ammi  C. 
Lombard,  William 
Lord,  Geoige 
Lord,  Ivory 
Lord,  Mrs.  Sarah  C. 
Loring,  Benjamin 
*Loring,  J. 
*Loring,  William  1. 
Loud,  Jacob  H. 
Low,  A.  A. 
Low,  Francis 
Low,  John  J. 
Low,  Mrs.  Rachel 
Lowell,  John  A. 
Mackay,  K.  C. 
Manley,  Mrs.  Ahignii 
Manley,  John  R. 
Manley,  Miss  Mary 
Manning,  Mrs.  EKmbetb 
Manning,  F.  C. 
"Marsh,  Epbraim 
Mason,  Earl  P. 
Matchett,  Miss  £.  P. 
*May,  Joseph 
May,  Samuel 
Mellen,  Michael 
*Metcalf,  E.  W. 
MerriU,  George 
Miles,  Mrs.  Henry  A. 
Moigan,  Charles  W. 
Morton,  Ichabod 
"Munson,  Israel 
Newell,  J.  R. 
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Newman,  Haorj 
Newmao,  Miaa  M^r^ivet 
Newman,  Miss  Marjr 
'Nichols,  Charles  C. 
Nichols,  Miss  C.  K. 
Olmsted,  Charles  H. 
Ome,  William  W. 
Osbom,  Kendall 
Osgood,.  Isaac 
*Otia,  Harrison  G. 
Owen,  John 
Parker,  Daniel  P. 
*Parkman,  George 
*Parkman,  Mrs.  Sarah 
'Parsons,  Thomas 
'Parsons,  WilUan;i 
Paine,  Daniel 
"Peabodjr,  Joseph 
'Peabodj,  Mrs.  W.  B.  O. 
*Peele,  Willard 
Peirce,  Henry  A. 
Perkins,  Francis 
Perkins,  Thomas  H. 
Pettes,  Henry 
Phelps,  Mrs.  Abel 
'Phillips,  Mrs.  John 
Phillips,  Jonathan 
Phillips,  Stephen  C. 
*Pickman,  Dudley  L. 
'Pickman,  Benjamin  T. 
Pierce,  John  B. 
Pierce,  S. 
Piper,  Solomon 
Pray,  Lewis  G. 
Preble,  William  P. 
Pveotiss,  John 
Prescott,  Oliver 
'Prescott,  William 
Putnam,  Mrs.  George 


Putnam,  Philemojn 
Quincy,  Josiah 
Quincy,  Josiah,  Jr. 
Rantoul,  Robert 
Read,  James 
Rhoades,  Stephen 
Rhodes,  James  T. 
Rice,  Henry 
Richardson,  James  B. 
Roberts,  Amos  M. 
Rogers,  John 
Rogers,  John  B. 
Rogers,  John  G. 
Rogers,  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Russell,  Nathaniel 
Ruthyen,  Mias  l^arian 
Sabine,  F.  M. 
Salisbury,  Samuel 
Saunders,  Mrs.  ElijBf^eth 
Savage,  James 
Sawyer,  Samuel,  2d 
Seaver,  Benjamin 
'Seaver,  Charles 
Seaver,  George 
Sewall,  Mrs.  Amy  P. 
Sewall,  Daniel 
Shaw,  Francis  G. 
Shaw,  Lemuel 
Shaw,  Robert  G. 
Shaw,  W.  C. 
Shove,  Jonathan 
Smith,  Mrs.  Amos 
Smith,  Mrs.  D. 
Smith,  Joseph  M. 
Smith,  Melancthon 
Soathwick,  Philip  R. 
Spooner,  W.  B. 
Spooner,  Mrs.  W.  B. 
Sprague,  Noah  P. 


36 


TVBNTY-SBVBNTR  ANNUAL  HBPORT. 


152 


*StantOD,  Francii 
Btaarns,  Henrj 
StebbiDs,  Festui 
Stepbeot,  Natbmn 
St.  JobD,  Samuel 
*Stooe,  Lowell  M. 
*Storj,  JoMpb 
*Sullivan,  William 
Swan,  Daniel 
Sweetaer,  Samuel 
Swett,  Samuel 
Temple,  H. 

Thayer,  Mn.  Cbriatopher  T. 
Thayer,  Joseph  H. 
Thompson,  J.  M. 
Thompson,  Mrs.  J.  Bf. 
^Thomson,  John 
Torrey,  John  G. 
Townsend,  Henry  B. 
*Tacker,  Richard  D. 
Tuckerman,  Gustavna 
Tufts,  Mrs.  Nathan 
Wade,  Eben 
Wales,  Samuel,  Jr. 
Wales,  Thomas  B. 
Walker,  Mre.  L.  L. 
*Ward,  Artemaa 
Ward,  Nabum 
Ware,  Addison 
Ware,  John 
Warren,  J.  A. 
Warren,  George  W. 
Warren,  Mrs.  G.  W. 
Waterston,  Robert 


Waterston,  Mrs.  Robert 
Waterston,  Mrs.  R.  C. 
Wayne,  James  M. 
Weld,  Daniel 
Weld,  John  D. 
•Weld,  Mrs.  Martha 
Welles,  John 
Wells,  Mrs.  Lucia 
Wells,  William 
West,  Nathaniel 
Wheeler,  L  8. 
Wheeler,  Jonathan 
White,  Charles 
White,  Daniel  A. 
White,  Mrs.  D.  J.  H. 
Whitmarsh,  Samuel 
Whitney,  B.  D. 
Whitney,  Jonathan 
Whitteroore,  George 
Wilkinson,  Simon 
Willard,  D.  W. 
Willard,  Mrs.  D.  W. 
Willard,  Miss  Polly 
Williams,  David  W. 
Williams,  George  F. 
Williams,  Isaac 
*Williams,  John  D. 
Williams,  J.  D.  W. 
Williams,  Mosea 
Willis,  William 
Wilde,  S.  S. 
Wood,  Mrs.  J.  V. 
Worthington,  William 
Wyman,  James  K. 


N.  B.    Of  the  whole  five  hundred  and  ninety  Liie-memben,  fen 
have  been  ftdded  the  prtaant  year. 


LIST    OF    TRACTS 

PRiKTSo  roa 
THE   AMERICAN   UNITARIAN   ASSOCIATION; 

AHD  FOB  lALS,  AT  THE  PRICXI  AHVCXXDy 

BT   WM.    CROSBY    &,   H.   P.   NICHOLS, 

JlT  THB  DEPOBIIORT  of  the  a.  U.  JL,  111  WASHINGTON  GTRmr, 

BOSTON. 

*^*  Orden  fbr  any  Tract*  oo  this  list  will  reodiTe  prompt  attention. 
Pafsons  at  a  distance  can  receive  packages  tbroogh  the  miul  at  a 
mall  additional  expense  for  postage. 


MO. 

1.  Tile  Fsith  oaee  deliTered  to  the 
Ssiots.   Bj  ReT.  H.  Ware,  Jr.  4 

S.  One  Hundred  Scriptaral  Ar|^- 
meats  for  the  Unitarian  Faith.  \ 

3.  Haman  DeprmTitj.     Bj  Rev. 

Edmnnd  Q,  Sewall.         .       6 

4.  Omniacience  the  Attribute  of 

the  Father  only.  By  Rev.  Jo- 
seph Hntton.    ...       6 

5.  Religioaa    Pbraaeology.      By 

Re?.  Onriile  Dewey.       •       6 
€.  A  Letter  on  the  Missionary 
Enterpriae.    By  Re?.  Joseph 
Tockerman.     ...        6 

7.  The  Uniurian*a  Answer.    By 

Re?.  Orville  Dewey.       .       6 

8.  The  C?idences  of  Re?ealed 

Relision.    By  Re?.  William 
E.  Channing.    ...       6 

9.  The  Progreas  of  Liberal  Chris- 

tianity To  New  England.    By 
Re?.  Jamea  Walker.  9 

10.  Remarka  on  the  Lord'a  Sop- 

eit.     By   Re?.  F.   W.  P. 
reenwood.     .       .        .       S 

11.  Unitarianiam    vindicatsd.    By 

Re?.  Jamea  Walker.  4 

It.  A   Dialogue   on   Pro?idence, 

Faith,  and  Prayer.   .  4 

19.  On  being  born  again.   By  Mra. 

Bartwuld.  9 

a 


MO. 

14.  Ezperimeotal  Religion.  By 
Re?.  Con?ers  Francis. 

16.  The  Doctrine  of  Pronouns  ap- 
plied to  Christ's  Teatimon? 
of  himself.  By  Re?.  Noah 
Worceater.  . 

16.  On  Corruptions  of  Scripture. 

By  Re?.  Joseph  Allen. 

17.  On  Teato  of  True  Religion. 

Bjr  Re?.  Or?ille  Dewey. 

18.  Evidence  neceaaary  to  estsb- 

liah  the  Trinity.     By  Re?. 
Samuel  C.  Thacher. 

19.  Paul  a    Unitarian.     By  Re?. 

Caleb  Stetson.  • 

50.  The  Two   Natures  In  Jesus 

Christ  By  Re?.  Al?sa  Lam- 
son.  .... 

51.  A  Dialogue  on  In6delity.  • 

52.  Eacuaea  for  the  Neglect  of  the 

Communion.    By  Re?.  Sam- 

nel  Barrett. 
t9.  A  Dialogue  between  a  Chris- 

tisn  and  a  Detat. 
24h  Dl?ine   Re?elation  ad?ocated 

and  illuatrated. 
t5.  The  Di?ine  Authority  of  the 

Chriattan  Revelation 
26.  The  Original  Text  of  the  New 

Testameat. 
S7.  Power  of  Unitarianiam  o?er 


6 


6 

4 


s 


LIST   OF  TRACTS  PRINTED  FOR 


the  AffectioDi.  By  Rav.  John 


S8.  Tb«  Doctrine  oTReligioin  Ez- 
Mrieace.  Bj  Rev.  Samael 
oAirett*    •       4       •       k 

t9.  UDitarianCbribtxtDit^Mtofloiir 
^tremes.  By  Rev.  Samuel 
Gilman.    .        •        •        • 

90.  Tke    New    Tmum^tf  ceo* 

formea    to  Grieabecli.      B/ 

ReT.  F.  W.  F,  Greenwood. 
31.  DeUy.     Bf     ReT.     WUliain 

Ware,      •        •        ,        . 
9L  The      Cftiiili!itfdg«      D^riiittT 

School.    Bj  R«t;  F.  W.  P. 

Greenwood.  • 

39.  ChrwtUn  SalvntioB.    Bj  Rei. 

Bernerd  Whitmea.  • 

91.  The  0if  initT  of  Jetut  Christ 

By  K6i,  Geofjra'  Riplef . 

86.  The  Geniiu  of  ChriaUanity. 
By  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Fnrneaa. 

as.  ETaogelical  Unitarianiam  a- 
dapted  to  the  Poor  and  tTff- 
learned.  By  Re?.  Alexander 
Young 

St,  practical  Infidelity  hrieflyoon- 

.        aidered.   •    .  •    .  •       • 

38.  Thoogby  oA  Vital  Rerigiob. 

39.  The  EkcKktWe  System.     Bf 

R6T.  Jamea  Walker. 
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and  H.  Ware,  Jr.  ^  4 
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body 2 

281.  <'  No  Profeaaed  ReUgion.'' 
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285.  Twenty-aoTenth  Report  3 


Thud  Sbribs. 


1.  The  Children  who  Lived  by 

the  Jordan.    By  H.  Marti- 
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Rev.  Simeon  Doggett.  By 
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TWENTY-EIGHTH    REPORT 


OF  THIS 


AMERICAN  UNITARIAN  ASSOCIATION, 


WITH    THB 


ADDRESSES  AT  THE  ANNIVERSARY, 


MAY    24,    18^3. 


BOSTON: 

CROSBY,    NICHOLS,   AND    COMPANY, 
111   Washington  Strbbt. 

June,  1853. 


Price  3  Cents* 


NOTE. 

Tax  Exeeutire  Committee  of  the  American  UnitariAn  AMociadoo, 
having  clearly  set  forth  in  the  following  Report  the  characteristic  prin- 
ciplee,  Tiews,  and  spirit  which  they  are  seeking  to  diffuse,  would  con- 
fidently appeal  to  all  persons  throughout  our  land,  who^in  the  real  cont- 
victions  of  their  minds  and  feelings  of  their  hearts,  sympathize  with 
these  objects,  for  personal  cooperation  and  for  pecuniary  assistance. 
The  most  inviting  fields  are  opened  before  us,  the  most  ui^nt  appeals 
are  made  to  us,  petitit>ns  the  most  obligatory  in  their  claims  and  the 
most  flattering  in  their  promises  are  constantly  reaching  os  from  a 
hundred  directions,  and  we  can  do  but  little  because  we  have  not  the 
necessaiy  pecuniary  means.  If  the  facts  in  our  possession  were  as  ad- 
equately known  and  felt  ])y  our  intelligent  and  generous  laity  as  they 
are  by  us,  we  have  not  a  doubt  that  our  treasury  would  be  bountifully 
fed  from  their  abundance.  We  would  respectfully  suggest  to  the 
friends  of  Liberal  Christianity,  that  contributions  from  their  wealth  can 
in  no  way  be  made  more  simply  and  effectually  subservient  to  the 
great  religious  demands  of  our  country,  than  by  placing  them  at  the 
disposal  of  the  American  Unitarian  Association. 


Cambridob: 

MKrCALF  AMD  COM^AMV,  STBRBOTTPBRB  AMD   PaiMTIOUi. 


TWENTY-EIGHTH   ANNIVERSAKY. 


The  Twenty-eighth  Anniversary  of  the  American  Unita- 
rian Association  was  celebrated  May  24th,  1653. 

The  business  meeting  was  held  in  the  church  in  Freeman 
Place,  at  half  past  nine  o^clock,  A.  M. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  and 
prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  George  W.  Bumap,  D.  D 
of  Baltimore.     The  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  w( 
then  read.     Messrs.  N.  A.  Barrett  and  John  H.  Roge 
were  elected  Auditors  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  then  re 
which  was  followed  by  an  able  and  earnest  discussion 
which  Messrs.   Cordner,   Shippen,  Hyer,  Stebbins,  F 
Bellows,  Osgood,  Thurston,  Stetson,  Bedlington,  Cc 
and  Pierpont  took  part.     Voted  to  accept  the  Report. 
The  Association  then  adjourned  to  Thursday  morni 
nine  o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  Association  met  on  Thursday  morning  accon 
adiournmenl.     The   following  persons  were  then 
officers  of  the  Association  for  the  ensuing  year. 


\ 


\ 


\i 
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fr  e  sident. 
Rev.  Samuel  K.  Lotheop,  D.  D. 

vice-presidents. 

Hon.  Stephen  Fairbanks, 
Rev.  Edward  B.  Hall,  D.  D. 

executive   committee. 

Hon.  Albert  Fearing, 
Rev.  George  W.  Briggs, 
Rev.  William  R.  Alger, 
Rev.  Calvin  Lincoln, 
George  Callendee, 


►  Directors. 


Henrt  p.' Fairbanks,  Esq.,  Treasurer. 
Rev.  Henrt  A.  Miles,  D.  D.,  Secretary, 

A  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  accepting  the  Report  of 
the  Executive  Committee  led  to  a  discussion,  in  which  the 
Rev.  Samuel  Osgood,  the  Hon.  Samuel  Hoar,  Rev.  Dr.  Steb- 
bins,  Hon.  Albert  Fearing,  Hon.  Solomon  Lincoln,  Rev.  Dr. 
Bumap,  Rev.  Dr.  Hill,  Rev.  Dr.  Hall,  Rev.  Mr.  Bellows, 
Rev.  Mr.  Ellis,  Rev.  Mr.  Morison,  and  others,  took  part ; 
but  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  not  carried. 

The  usual  business  of  the  Association  having  been 
acted,  it  was  voted  to  adjourn  sine  die. 


m 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


Statement  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  Ameri- 
can Unitarian  Association^  for  the  Year  ending  May 
24th,  1853. 

RECEIPTS. 

From  Auxiliary  Associations  and  Annual  Sub- 
scribers,         $626.64 

"  Societies,  by  Contribution  and  Subscrip- 
tion,      3,402.11 

**  Societies  and  Individuals,  for  Churches 
needing  aid, 

"  Societies  and  Individuals,  for  Theological 
Education, 

"  Societies  and  Individuals  for  Channing*s 
Works,  &c.,  including  amount  received 
for  Sales,     ...... 

**•    Sales  of  Tracts, 

**    Donations  and  Bequests, 

'*    Life  Members 

^    Income  of  Permanent  Fund,    . 

"    the  Secretary,  for  Preaching, 


•*    Borrowed  Money,     . 

"    Balance  due  the  Treasurer,    . 

VOL.   XXVI.  —  NO.    *i97. 


390.00 

320.00 

947.70 

79.42 

303.00 

350.00 

715.00 

H 

50.00 

$7,183.87 

•                • 

1,000  00 

■                < 

339.59 

$  8,523.46 


* 


I  . 


) 
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EXPENDITURES. 


Balance  dac  the  Treasurer,  Maj  25th,  1852,      .  .        .           $36^ 
For  Paper  and  Printing  and  Binding  Tracts 

and  Books,  ......  $2,040.16 

"  Purchase  of  Channing's  Works  and  other 

Books, 723.55 

"  Salary  of  General  Secretary,    .        .        .  1,500.00 

"          "         Assistant       "       .        .        .        .  500.00 
**   Travelling  Expenses  of  Secretary,  and  Mem- 

bcrs  of  the  Executive  Committee,        .  196.30 
"  Expenses  of  Delegate  to  the  Cbnvention 

at  St.  Louis,         .        .        .        .        .  75.00 

"  Rent  of  Office, 350.00 

'^   Incidental  Expenses, 142.55 

**  Interest  on  Borrowed  Money,  .        .        .  134  67 


For  Missionary  Purposes,  viz. :  — 

To  Rev.  J.  Young, $  15.00 

I.  Codding,         ....  200.00 

"    A.  B.  Muzzey,       ....  50.00 

Elder  Donald  Nicholson,          .        .  10.00 
"    Rev.  Peter  Betch,  and  for  Services  in 


u       u 


Distrihnting  Books, 


150.00 


Eur  Thc«lof;ical  Education,  viz. :  — 

To  Mcadville  School,  for  Education  of  Students, 


5,662  33 


425.00 
3aOJ0O 


For  Aid  to  Societies,  viz  :  — 

To  Unitarina  Society  in  Toronto,  C.W., 

Geneva,  111., 
Cannelton,  Ind., 
Pittsburg,  Pa^ 
Wheeling,  Va., 
Bridgeport,  Ct, 
Calais,  Me., . 

Amounts  carried  fonvard.    . 


u 

u 
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$250.00 
100.00 
200.00 
50.00 
360.00 
120.00 
100.00 


$1,180.00   $6,443  46 


238  TWENTT-EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Amounts  brought  forward,  . 

$1,180.00  $6,443.46 

To  Unitarian  Society 

in  Perry,  Me^   . 

150.00 

tt                    M 

tt 

Backsport,  Me^ 

100.00 

tt                    « 

H 

New  Salem,  Mass., 

100.00 

U                    tt 

tt 

Greenfield,      "" 

50.00 

tt                    U 

cc 

Clinton,          « 

200.00 

tt                     M 

(f 

Lawrence,       ^ 

100.00 

U                    M 

M 

Needham,       ** 

50.00 

tt                    tt 

tt 

Chelsea,         " 

150.00 

$  8,523.46 
Er.  Ex, 

HENRY  P.  FAIRBANKS,  Dreasurer, 
Boston^  Matf  24M,  1853. 

Boston^  June  3J,  1853.  The  undersigned  have  exam* 
ined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  and  find  them  correctly 
cast  and  properly  vouched. 

John  H.  Rogers,       )  >•    ,.^ 
^  ^  \  Auditors. 

George  Liyermore,  I 


IlEPORT  OF  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


In  the  providence  of  Grod,  we  are  permitted  to  witness 
the  return  of  another  Anniversary  of  this  Association.  We 
have  now  assembled  for  consultation  and  instruction,  that 
we  may  review  the  labors  of  the  past  year,  consider  the  re- 
sults which  have  followed  our  methods  of  action,  and  awaken 
in  our  souls  new  devotedness  to  the  cause  of  Christ  and  his 
Church,  of  divine  truth  and  human  progress.  We  pass  at 
once  to  a  statement  of  our  operations. 

The  publication  of  tracts  was  one  of  the  earliest  methods 
adopted  by  the  Association  for  the  diffusion  of  truth  and 
the  promotion  of  piety.  For  several  years  it  was  our  sole 
mode  of  influence.  The  passage  of  a  quarter  of  a  century 
has  in  no  wise  lessened  the  demand  for  this  class  of  writ- 
ings,  nor  impaired  the  value  of  this  instrumentality  in  form- 
ing  correct  religious  opinions.  Unexpensive  and  easily 
transported  from  place  to  place,  these  messengers  of  truth 
find  their  way  into  our  homes,  and  there  occupy  a  leisure 
moment  that  would  not  be  given  to  a  larger  volume. 

They  appear  in  the  library  of  the  steamboat,  on  the  great 
thoroughfares  of  our  internal  commerce.  Not  a  few  in- 
stances are  recorded  in  which  the  pages  of  one  of  our 
small  publications  have  arrested  the  attention  and  awaked 
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the  earnest  thought  of  the  traveller,  and,  thus  moving  the 
depths  of  his  moral  nature,  have  opened  to  his  mind  a  new 
world  of  light  and  truth,  giving  him  new  views  of  man  and 
his  destiny,  of  life  and  its  relations. 

Our  tracts  are  carried  to  the  remotest  and  least  inhabited 
portions  of  our  broad  land,  and  are  read  with  avidity  by 
the  pioneers  in  our  coantry^s  civilization.  With  such  evi- 
dence before  them  of  the  value  of  these  publications,  the 
Committee,  during  the  past  year,  have  considerably  in- 
creased the  number  of  tracts  issued,  above  that  of  several 
preceding  years.  And  they  believe  that  they  have  acted 
wisely  in  selecting,  as  a  4)art  of  the  annual  series,  dis- 
courses by  an  esteemed  clergyman  of  our  body,  in  ex- 
planation and  defence  of  the  leading  theological  opinions 
held  by  our  denomination.  Since  their  distribution  as 
tracts  among  the  subscribers  to  our  Association,  an  edi- 
tion has  been  reprinted  at  a  very  small  expense,  thus 
furnishing  a  volume  specially  suited  to  supply  the  wants 
of  those  who  purchase  for  gratuitous  distribution.  Should 
it  be  thought  that  we  exaggerate  the  importance  of  doc- 
trinal truth,  that  the  time  has  gone  by  in  our  societies 
when  there  is  need  of  instruction  as  to  the  meaning  of 
divine  revelation,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind,  if  all  the 
members  of  our  older  churches  are  thus  informed,  that  in 
many  portions  of  our  country  the  inquiry, "  What  is  truth  ?  " 
has  lost  none  of  its  significance,  and  cannot  be  slighted 
if  we  would  be  faithful  to  the  cause  of  our  Master.  And 
we  add  the  inquiry,  '^  Is  not  one  of  the  pressing  wants  in 
all  our  societies,  that  of  well-considered  and  clearly  de- 
fined opinions  as  to  what  the  New  Testament  teaches  and 
what  it  requires  ? "  Clear  convictions  must  precede  de- 
cided action.     The  applications  at  our  office  for  the  tracts 


10  TWBNTT-KIGHTti  ANNUAL   HEPORT 

and  woiks  owned  by  the  Association  have  been  very  na- 

* 

merous,  and  the  amount  thus  disposed  of,  without  coRipen- 
sation,  has  been  fourfold  that  of  the  two  preceding  years. 

The  sale  of  our  standard  works  has  been  continued,  and 
we  receive  the  most  gratifying  accounts  of  their  wide  cir- 
culation from  our  agents  in  this  department  of  our  work. 

The  Committee  have  thought  it  very  important  that  the 
Association  should  furnish,  for  general  instruction  and  edifi- 
cation, clear  expositions  of  Christian  truths  in  their  immedi- 
ate relation  to  the  heart  and  the  life  of  the  disciple  of  Jesus. 
With  this  view  we  solicited  for  publication  a  work  unfold- 
ing the  theory  of  a  divine  life,  and  the  process  by  which 
it  is  awakened  and  established  in  the  individual  soul.  A 
volume  of  this  description,  on  "  Regeneration,^'  by  the  Rev. 
Edmund  H.  Sears  of  Wayland,  has  been  published  within 
a  few  weeks.  We  believe  it  to  be  a  work  suited  to  arrest 
attention  by  the  beauty  of  its  style  and  the  richness  of  its 
imagery,  a  work  written  in  a  most  reverent  and  earnest 
spirit,  and  portraying  with  singular  clearness  and  felicity  of 
language  the  profoundest  religious  experience.  We  regard 
this  volume  as  a  decided  addition  to  the  Christian  literature 
of  our  country. 

The  prosperity  and  true  life  of  our  churches  can  be 
secured  and  sustained,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  only 
through  the  instrumentality  of  a  devoted  and  educated 
ministry.  With  this  belief,  the  interests  of  theological  edu- 
cation have  been  thought  to  claim  our  earnest  attention. 
The  wants  and  trials  of  the  young  man,  dependent  on  his 
own  exertions  for  the  means  of  acquiring  the  theological 
learning  requisite  in  the  minister  of  Christ,  have  been  con- 
stantly stated  by  the  Secretary  in  his  addresses  to  our  so- 
cieties.    With  the  highest  satisfaction  we  record  the  sym- 
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pathy  which  these  appeals  have  awakened,  and  the  suhstan- 
tial  aid  by  which  they  have  been  followed. 

We  have  continued  to  assist  destitute  parishes,  measuring 
our  appropriations  by  a  due  regard  to  their  own  exertions 
and  wants,  and  to  the  resources  at  our  command. 

Your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion,  that,  during  the  past 
year,  there  has  been  an  increase  of  life  and  prosperity  in 
the  churches  of  our  faith  throughout  the  country.  Several 
of  our  older  societies  have  been  engaged  in  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  their  church  edifices,  and  others  in  the  erection  of 
new  and  more  commodious  places  of  worship.  The  so- 
cieties at  Clinton,  Chelsea,  and  East  Boston  have  dedicated 
new  meeting-houses,  under  circumstances  which  give  assur- 
ance of  present  stability,  and  promise  future  growth. 

Our  enterprising  and  devoted  friends  at  Detroit,  Michigan, 
have  been  tried  by  misfortune,  but  the  pecuniary  loss  which 
they  sustained  has  not  impaired  their  courage  nor  led  them 
to  relinquish  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  suitable  house  for 
public  worship.  By  renewed  efforts  on  their  part,  and  the 
aid  which  they  have  received  from  the  charitable  in  other 
places,  they  will  soon  be  in  possession  of  a  church  suited 
to  their  present  wants  and  future  prospects. 

More  than  a  year  since,  the  society  at  San  Francisco, 
California,  having  decided  on  the  erection  of  a  large  and 
commodious  church,  intrusted  the  procuring  a  minister  to 
several  clergymen  of  Boston.  The  Rev.  Joseph  Harring- 
ton, then  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  was  invited  to  accept  this 
position.  With  a  cheerful  spirit  and  Christian  courage  he 
left  the  associates  of  his  earlier  life,  his  brethren  in  the 
ministry,  an  attached  and  beloved  society,  his  personal 
friends  and  kindred,  for  this  remote  and  solitary,  but  honor- 
able and  promising  field  of  labor.     His  arrival  was  hailed 
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with  joy  by  the  people  to  whose  service  his  powers  were 
consecrated.  He  commenced  his  public  labors,  and  at 
oifce  commanded  the  respect  of  his  hearers.  Mr.  Haning- 
ton  was  peculiarly  fitted  for  the  part  which  he  had  assumed. 
By  the  manliness  of  his  character  and  thought,  the  urbanity 
of  his  manners,  the  activity  of  his  mind,  and  more  than 
common  pulpit  giAs,  he  was  winning  to  himself  the  love 
and  confidence  of  large  numbers  in  this  great  city  of  the 
I'acific.  His  labors  so  full  of  promise  were  of  brief  dura- 
tion, and  were  closed  by  death  aAer  a  few  weeks*  residence 
in  California.  His  loss  was  deeply  deplored  by  the  society 
to  which  he  ministered.  Their  desire  to  maintain  the  in- 
stitutions of  the  Gospel  was  not  abated. 

We  are  happy  at  this  time  to  know  that  a  minister  of 
large  experience,  devotedness,  and  practical  wisdom,  is 
now  on  his  way  to  this  arduous  but  encouraging  field  of 
labor. 

During  the  year  we  have  been  encouraged  in  our  work 
by  witnessing  in  dififerent  sections  of  our  body  a  deep-felt 
desire  for  a  closer  alliance  among  those  holding  our  com- 
mon faith,  a  more  intimate  union  of  our  churches,  a  con- 
vention of  their  moral  forces  in  accomplishing  appropriate 
Christian  objects.  This  desire  was  strongly  felt  in  the  so- 
cieties of  our  faith  in  the  State  of  Maine.  A  convention, 
in  which  the  Unitarian  societies  in  that  State  were  repre- 
sented, assembled  at  Portland  the  last  autumn,  which  re- 
sulted ill  the  adoption  of  a  plan  for  united  action,  under  the 
iMiTic  of  the  Association  of  the  Unitarian  Churches  in  the 
Statu  of  Maine.  To  effect  this  object,  the  Rev.  Sylvester 
Judd  of  Augusta  labored  with  untiring  zeal.  By  his  death, 
the  cliurch  of  which  he  was  the  pastor,  our  churches  gen- 
erally, uud  the  cause  of  truth,  have  lost  an  able  and  de- 
voted friend. 
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About  one  year  since  a  similar  movement  originated  in 
the  Unitarian  churches  of  our  Western  States.  A  conven- 
tion assembled  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  After  due  deliberation, 
an  Association  was  formed,  bearing  the  name  of  the  An* 
nual  Conference  of  the  Western  Unitarian  Churches.  The 
first  meeting  of  this  body  since  its  organization  was  held 
recently  at  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

From  the  reports  then  made,  we  are  authorized  in  saying 
that  our  Western  societies  generally  are  becoming  firmly 
established,  are  under  the  care  of  earnest  and  judicious 
ministers,  and  give  evidence  of  increasing  spiritual  life. 

With  each  passing  year,  the  field  for  successful  mission- 
ary labor  becomes  broader  and  more  promising.  In  every 
part  of  our  country  there  are  indications  of  growing  men- 
tal activity.  Long-established  formulas  have  to  no  small 
extent  ceased  to  express  the  results  of  individual  experi- 
ence, and  have  lost  much  of  their  power  over  the  common 
mind.  In  proof  of  this  change  in  thought  and  feeling,  we 
refer  to  the  testimony  of  a  clergyman  who  recently  visited 
our  office  from  one  of  the  Western  States.  Having  him- 
self departed  from  the  established  standards  of  the  power- 
ful church  in  which  he  was  ordained,  and  having  manfully 
avowed  this  departure,  he  assured  us  that  there  were  large 
numbers  earnestly  desiring  a  church  organization  which 
would  secure  mental  independence,  and  waiting  to  hear  the 
Gospel  interpreted  more  in  harmony  with  the  instructions 
of  enlightened  reason,  and  the  clearest  dictates  of  our 
moral  nature.  We  have  desired  not  only  to  enter  upon, 
but  largely  to  occupy,  this  field  of  labor.  The  amount  of 
our  efibrts  in  this  direction  has  been  determined  by  the 
means  at  our  disposal.  We  have  employed  one  missionary 
for  the  entire  year,  and  made  appropriations  in  favor  of 
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several  settled  clergymen,  who  have  devoted  a  portioQ  of 
their  time  to  this  service.  Our  efibrts,  however,  have  beeo 
very  inadequate  when  contrasted  with  the  magnitude  of 
the  demand. 

Although  our  receipts  exceed  those  of  the  last  year,  we 
are  constrained  to  say,  in  view  of  the  numbers  and  wealth 
of  our  body,  that  these  receipts  fail  to  indicate  the  required 
fidelity  to  our  trust  as  stewards  of  Divine  mercies  in  Jesus 
Christ.  Our  organization  cannot  accomplish  the  good  de* 
sired  by  its  friends,  until  a  more  fervent  missionary  spirit 
shall  be  awakened  and  sustained  in  all  our  societies.  The 
strength  of  any  agency  for  religious  charities  should  not  be 
exhausted  in  finding  and  drawing  to  itself  the  means  of 
usefulness.  Its  activity  should  be  stimulated,  its  life  re* 
newed,  by  crowding  currents  of  life  and  love  that  seek  its 
appointments  as  the  channel  of  communication  with  the 
world  which  they  are  intended  to  bless. 

That  the  missionary  operations  of  our  denominafion  may 
be  commensurate,  to  any  reasonable  extent,  with  the  ap- 
peals that  come  to  us  for  aid,  and  with  our  ability  to  re* 
spend  to  these  appeals,  it  is  absolutely  required  that  our 
societies  should  consider  appropriations  for  the  vrider  diffu- 
sion of  Christian  truth  as  a  necessary  part  of  their  annual 
expenses.  Lict  the  hearts  of  our  people  be  warmed  with 
fervent  gratitude  to  God  for  the  giA  of  his  Son  to  be  the 
Light  and  Saviour  of  the  world,  and  then  all  suitable  instru- 
mentalities will  be  used  with  alacrity  for  extending  the 
knowledge  of  the  way  of  salvation. 

Having  thus  described  the  various  practical  operations  of 
the  Association  for  the  past  year,  we  would  ask  attentioo 
to  the  present  attitude  of  our  body,  the  difficulties  with 
which  it  struggles,  and  the  special  duties  incumbent  upon  it 
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Going  beneath  the  conscious  intentions  of  the  leaders  of 
the  liberal  party,  and  fixing  our  thoughts  on  the  real  cause 
and  tendency  of  their  movement,  we  find  that  there  were 
in  the  so-called  Unitarian  Controversy  three  primary  drifts 
of  meaning  and  purpose.  First,  it  was  a  maintenance  of 
the  fullest  right  of  individual  freedom  of  judgment  in  all 
tnatters  of  opinion,  a  protest  of  discriminating  consciences 
against  the  tyranny  of  church  parties,  tests,  and  creed%. 
Secondly,  it  was  an  assertion  of  the  right  province  of  rea« 
son  in  the  interpretation  of  Scripture,  and  in  the  decision  of 
religious  and  theological  questions,  —  a  protest  of  enlight- 
ened understandings  against  the  unnatural  and  repulsive 
points  of  the  prevailing  theology.  Thirdly,  it  was  a  claim 
for  a  more  genial  and  winning  expression  of  the  Christian 
character,  a  more  hopeful  and  elevating  view  of  man  and 
nature  in  their  actual  relations  to  God,  —  a  protest  of  gen- 
erous hearts  against  the  stiff  and  stem  folrmalities  of  the 
Puritannical  piety. 

This  controversy  broke  out  near  the  commencement  of 
the  present  century,  in  Boston  and  its  neighborhood.  The 
reasons  were  these.  Among  the  people  here  the  congrega- 
tional system  of  church  government,  established  from  the 
first,  had  fostered  in  a  high  degree  the  spirit  of  liberty, 
personal  freedom  of  thought  and  speech.  Their  marked 
intellectual  characteristics  and  admirable  educational  sys- 
tem had  developed  to  an  uncommon  extent  the  spirit  of 
intelligence  and  inquiry.  Their  ancestral  experience,  with 
its  transmitted  effects,  had  eminently  nourished  the  spirit  of 
loyalty  to  individual  convictions  of  truth.  And  the  strong 
humane  tendencies  of  the  age  had  kindled  the  spirit  of  phi- 
lanthropy. Under  these  circumstances,  —  eagerly  inter- 
ested and  deeply  versed  as  both  clergy  and  laity  then  gen- 
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erally  were  in  researches  and  discussions  on  all  the  mooted 
subjects  of  theology,  —  a  decided  and  somewhat  extensive 
advance  of  rational  and  liberal  views  could  scarcely  fail  to 
result. 

Accordingly,  the  ofiensive  forms  in  which  the  darker 
dogmas  of  the  common  theology  were  at  that  time  held 
were  emphatically  assailed  by  many,  and  really  rejected  by 
inore.  This  led  to  discussions,  dissensions,  bitter  charges, 
and  recriminations.  The  exclusives  demanded  the  expul- 
sion of  their  liberal  brethren  from  fellowship.  The  liber' 
als  declared  that  the  only  just  condition  of  a  right  to  the 
Christian  name  and  fellowship  was  acknowledgment  of  the 
revelation  by  Christ,  and  manifestation  of  a  Christian  char- 
acter  and  life.  Their  opponents  insisted  on  the  acceptance 
of  the  prevalent  creeds  in  detail.  By  votes  of  majorities, 
they  made  such  a  test  and  compelled  its  observance.  Pre- 
cisely this  assumption  of  human  authority  was  the  actual 
cause  of  the  final  outbreak  and  division.  The  minority,  re- 
fusing to  yield,  were  driven  from  the  common  fellowship 
of  the  churches,  and  forced  into  a  virtually  distinct  deoom- 
national  existence  and  attitude. 

The  formation  of  the  liberal  party  was  not,  therefore,  a 
positive,  voluntary,  radical  enterprise,  but  was  strictly  a 
conservative  effort,  a  necessary  act  of  self-defence,  to  pre- 
serve intact  from  the  tyranny  of  majorities  the  right  which 
they  had  always  exercised  here  of  perfect  individual  free- 
dom in  matters  of  opinion.  The  name  Unitarian  was 
adopted  by  the  new  body  from  necessity.  It  was  by  no 
means  deliberately  chosen  because  it  well  characterized 
the  movement  it  referred  to,  but  it  was  unwillingly  accepted, 
because,  while  all  the  members  of  the  liberal  party  agreed 
in  their  general  tendencies  and  spirit,  yet  they  di^red 
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greatly  among  themselves  in  regard  to  subsidiary  doctrines, 
and  the  only  striking  particular  on  which  they  all  held  the 
same  distinct  view  was  in  rejecting  the  Trinity  and  pro* 
claiming  the  Unity  of  God.  The  new  party  in  reality 
chiefly  sought  to  effect  the  protection  of  their  personal  re- 
ligious freedom  from  ecclesiastical  encroachments,  and 
chiefly  desired  to  casert  that  Christianity  is  a  practical  re- 
ligion rather  than  a  theoretical  theology,  and  that  what 
makes  a  man  acceptable  or  otherwise  to  God  is  not  meta- 
physical truths  or  errors,  but  pure  faith  and  love,  piety  and 
good  works,  or  their  opposites.  This  being  the  case,  many 
of  our  wisest  and  best  men  from  the  beginning  have  re- 
gretted that  the  denomination  should  take  name  and  char- 
acter before  the  public  from  a  subordinate  dogma  rather 
than  from  its  broad,  generous  spirit  and  drift.  In  the  latter 
case,  instead  of  Unitarianism,  the  title  would  have  been 
Liberal  Christianity.  But  unmatured,  unpurposed  as  the 
movement  was,  differing  as  its  defenders  did  widely  on  a 
hundred  subjects,  events  could  hardly  fail  to  arise  and 
turn  as  they  did. 

However,  since  then  the  progress  of  opinions  in  many 
directions  has  gone  on  among  us,  and  a  thousand  changes 
have  occurred  in  the  religious  and  social  world,  and  it  is 
most  timely  and  fit  that  to-day  we  should  pause  and  con- 
sider what  are  the  present  feasible  means  for  securing  to 
ourselves  the  wisest  and  most  effective  denominational  atti- 
tude and  working.  It  is  vain  to  attempt  to  disguise  —  we 
do  not  wish  to  disguise  —  the  fact,  that  at  this  moment  we 
do  not  possess  the  organized  and  operative  power  which  we 
ought  to  be  wielding.  We  believe  much  may  be  imme- 
diately done  to  increase  our  force.  Let  us  not  by  any 
means  be  understood  as  implying  that  the  New  England 
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development  of  liberal  Christianity  has  been  fruitless  even 
of  great  results.  It  has  actually  effected  an  extensive  and 
a  most  beneficent  work.  In  the  first  place,  in  cooperation 
with  other  causes,  it  has  led  to  this :  that  while  forty  years 
ago  there  were  only  about  twenty  churches  on  the  conti- 
nent standing'  upon  the  Unitarian  platform,  there  are  now 
more  than  three  thousand  agreeing  with  us  in  nearly  all 
essential  doctrines,  and  entirely  agreeing  with  us  in  the 
catholic  spirit  in  which  we  would  have  religion  established 
and  administered.  In  the  second  place,  it  has  been  prin- 
cipally instrumental  in  securing  an  immense  modification 
of  all  the  most  inconsistent  and  revolting  features  of  the 
established  theology  and  preaching,  so  that  they  are  no 
longer  to  be  compared  with  what  they  were.  And,  thirdly, 
it  has  produced  a  large  body  of  literature  of  the  highest 
value,  and  destined  to  exert  a  permanently  increasing  in- 
fluence. 

But  notwithstanding  all  this,  we  will  frankly  confess, 
what  we  sadly  feel,  that  our  views  have  not  acquired  a 
tithe  of  the  prevalence  which  they  ought  to  have  reached 
ere  now.  When  we  consider  the  perfect  justice,  the  prac- 
tical value,  the  profound  benignity,  of  our  cause,  and  bow 
it  is  supported  alike  by  the  truth  of  Grod,  the  voice  of  na- 
ture, the  heart  of  man,  and  the  spirit  of  the  age,  we  ac- 
knowledge ourselves  astonished  at  the  limits  of  its  success 
hitherto.  With  these  preliminaries  let  us  glance  briefly 
at  the  causes  of  this  undue  limitation  of  our  progress,  and 
at  the  means  now  in  our  power  to  be  used  in  neutralizing 
their  further  eflect. 

In  the  first  place,  the  liberal  movement  was  in  its  origin 
a  negative  act  of  self-defence,  not  a  positive  effort  for  con- 
quest    It  was,  in  regard  to  all  detail,  vague  and  indeler- 
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minate.  Its  advocates,  having  secured  their  own  freedom, 
cared  not  to  interfere  with  others  or  to  strike  for  any 
thing  beyond.  Much  of  the  relative  power  of  their  antag- 
onists came  from  the  compactness  and  clear  precision  of 
their  dogmatic  system  of  belief.  A  party  with  no  platform, 
DO  flag,  no  manifesto,  labors  under  great  disadvantages,  and 
must  in  many  respects  be  feeble.  The  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  Unitarian  division  of  the  churches  in  New 
England  necessitated  this  in  our  case  at  first.  But  it  need 
no  longer  be  so.  The  time  has  come,  —  such  progress  and 
agreement  have  been  attained  by  us,  that  now  we  are  ready 
to  define  our  position,  concentrate  and  direct  our  energies, 
and  invite  the  attention  of  the  world  to  our  aims  and  our 
methods.  Our  movement  is  no  longer  a  contingent  local 
aflTair,  but  a  broad  and  determined  effort  to  purify  our  re- 
ligion from  the  metaphysical  abstractions  and  historic  cor- 
ruptions connected  with  it,  and  to  diffuse  a  pure  and  ration- 
al Christianity  among  men.  We  are  prepared  now  for 
banded  positive  action  in  behalf  of  well-defined  objects. 
What  these  objects  are,  we  propose  soon  to  show. 

Secondy,  our  cause  has  been  greatly  hindered  by  the  al- 
most exclusively  intellectual  character  it  took  at  the  com- 
mencement Its  leaders,  the  strong  men  who  stood  at  its 
beginning  and  shaped  it,  were  cool,  clear-headed  men,  of 
learning  and  thought  and  refined  culture.  It  was  not  a 
popular  movement,  breaking  from  and  again  appealing  to 
the  heart  of  the  people.  Its  spirit  was  mental,  select,  self- 
poised.  In  powerful  reaction  from  the  excesses  of  relig- 
ious excitement,  the  disagreeable  scenes  at  revivals^  it  as- 
sumed a  calm,  philosophical  turn,  it  practically  elevated 
pure  morels  and  kindly  charities  among  men  far  above  all 
passionate  fervors  of  piety  towards  God.     Its  intellectual 
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isolation  and  quietude  could  not  stir  and  win  the  greet 
masses  of  the  people.  But  in  this  particular  we  are  now, 
and  have  been  for  several  years,  more  and  more  improTing. 
Our  preachers  and  our  laity  now  recognize  the  necessity  of 
piety  as  well  as  of  morality,  and  generally  manifest  a  de- 
gree of  warmth,  of  deep  feeling,  of  hearty  simplicity  and 
sincerity  in  devotion,  which,  we  are  constrained  to  say,  from 
no  small  degree  of  examination,  will  bear  favorable  com- 
paiison  with  those  of  our  brethren  of  a  diiSerent  name. 
We  must  continue  to  follow  out  the  promising  change  that 
has  come  over  the  spirit  of  our  denomination  in  this  re- 
spect 

Thirdly,  a  very  great  obstacle  to  the  general  adoption  of 
our  interpretations  of  Scripture  and  conclusions  in  theology 
is  the  tremendous  power  of  prejudices  instilled  by  education 
and  nourished  by  custom.  The  power  of  prejudices,  fond 
attachments,  ancestral  associations,  deeply  rooted,  earnestly 
venerated,  tenaciously  clinging  around  the  mind  and  the 
affections,  is  such  as  avails  to  make  absurd  thmgs  seem 
reasonable,  shocking  things  seem  lovely,  and  barren  things 
seem  full  of  life  and  fruit  It  stains  the  candid  instruments, 
twists  the  fair  methods,  and  nullifies  the  legitimate  results 
of  investigation.  We  cannot  doubt  that  it  has  to  an  un- 
known extent  prevented  the  merited  acceptance  our  views 
would  otherwise  have  obtained.  All  we  can  do  is  to  raise 
distinctly,  set  forth  emphatically,  the  stem  and  naked  point 
of  truth  or  error,  as  the  only  hinge  on  which  any  person 
has  a  right  to  permit  any  question  in  matters  of  opinion 
to  turn  in  his  mind.  Not  what  they  were  brought  up  under, 
or  what  they  love,  or  what  they  would  like,  or  what  they 
think  would  work  well,  but  that  which,  aAer  honest  and 
adequate  inquiry,  they  are  convinced  is  true,  must  men 
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accept  and  follow.  In  proportion  as  this  is  done,  we  can 
have  no  fears  concerning  the  spread  of  our  opinions  and 
the  prevalence  of  our  interpretations  of  Christianity. 

Another  enemy  that  we  have  had  to  contend  against,  a  dif- 
fused, intangible,  but  not  the  less  formidable  enemy,  is  the 
subtle  power  of  social  prestige^  the  mighty  attraction  by 
which  large  majorities  usually  draw  into  outward  conformity 
with  themselves  all  save  those  few  souls  who  will  follow  no 
bidding  but  that  of  intelligent  conviction  and  conscious  duty. 
Except  in  some  parts  of  New  England,  and  in  a  few  other 
places,  the  so-called  best  society,  the  wealth,  fashion,  power 
of  the  Christian  world,  move  in  circles  alien  from  our  pecu- 
liar views,  and  regarding  them  with  undissembled  horror. 
The  immense  and  dishonorable  power  thus  silently  but  most 
efiectually  wielded  is  beginning  to  be  felt  even  here,  by 
means  of  the  universal  intercommunication  of  the  world. 
Elsewhere,  in  scores  of  places,  this  influence  is  known  by  us 
to  press  with  most  unfair  and  disastrous  weight  against  the 
advance  of  our  cause.  One  of  the  saddest  features  of  our 
times  is  this  wide,  this  worldly  and  selfish  infidelity  to  the 
light  of  knowledge,  reason,  and  natural  sentiment.  Our 
views  will  never  spread  according  to  their  intrinsic  merits, 
until,  by  unflinching  utterance  of  cogent  argument,  rebuke, 
and  appeal,  we  have  forced  upon  the  consciences  of  men 
a  recognition  of  the  sacred  duty  of  public  loyalty  to  private 
convictions  of  truth  under  all  circumstances.  This  is  a 
work  imminently  pressing  on  us,  —  a  work  which  it  is  pre- 
eminently our  duty  to  perform.  It  is  a  fact  that  in  this  age 
hardly  one  person  in  a  hundred  earnestly,  perseveringly, 
unprejudicedly  studies  into  the  grounds  of  his  peculiar  the- 
ological preferences  and  alliance. 

Finally,  one  of  the  chief  clogs  impeding  our  numerical 
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advance,  one  of  the  principal  sources  of  the  odium  with 
which  we  are  regarded,  and  consequently  of  the  commoo 
neglect  or  uncandid  treatment  of  our  arguments,  has  heeu 
what  is  considered  the  excessive  radicalism  and  irreverence 
of  some  who  have  nominally  stood  within  our  own  circle, 
and  who  have  been  considered  by  the  public  as  represent- 
ing our  household  of  faith.  They  have  seemed  to  treat  the 
holy  oracles  and  the  endeared  forms  of  our  common  relig- 
ion with  contempt  They  have  offensively  assailed  and  de- 
nied all  traces  of  the  supernatural  in  the  history  of  Chris- 
tianity and  in  the  life  of  its  august  Founder.  In  this  way, 
shocking  many  pious  hearts,  and  alarming  many  sensitive 
minds,  they  have  brought  an  unwarranted  and  injurious  sus- 
picion and  prejudice  against  the  men  and  views  that  stood  in 
apparent  support  of  them  and  theirs ;  and  have  caused  an 
influential  reaction  of  fear  against  liberal  opinions  in  the* 
ology.  It  seems  to  us  that  the  time  has  arrived  when,  by  a 
proclamation  of  our  general  thought  on  this  matter,  we 
should  relieve  ourselves  from  the  embarrassments  with  which 
we  as  a  body  are  thus  unjustly  entangled  by  the  peculiari- 
ties of  a  few,  and  those  few  not  belonging  to  us  alone.  We 
have  no  intention  of  dogmatizing  concerning  them,  thm 
opinions,  oi  their  position,  but  only  to  state  what  oar  own 
position  is,  leaving  every  individual  perfectly  free  to  think, 
decide,  and  act  for  himself.  The  real  facts  in  the  case,  as 
well  as  a  due  regard  for  the  interests  of  truth,  require  us  in 
the  most  emphatic  manner  to  disavow  any  indorsement  of 
that  view  which  utterly  denies  the  supernatural  in  Qiris* 
tianity.  We  desire,  in  a  denominational  capacity,  to  assert 
our  profound  belief  in  the  Divine  origin, >the  Divine  authori- 
ty, the  Divine  sanctions,  of  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ. 
This  is  the  basis  of  our  associated  action.   We  desire  openly 
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to  declare  and  record  our  belief  as  a  denomination,  so  far  as 
it  can  be  officially  represented  by  the  American  Unitarian 
Association,  that  God,  moved  by  his  own  love,  did  raise  up 
Jesus  to  aid  in  our  redemption  from  sin,  did  by  him  pour 
a  fresh  flood  of  purifying  life  through  the  withered  veins 
of  humanity  and  along  the  corrupted  channels  of  the  world, 
and  is,  by  his  religion,  for  ever  sweeping  the  nations  with  re- 
generating gales  from  heaven,  and  visiting  the  hearts  of 
men  with  celestial  solicitations.  We  receive  the  teachings 
of  Christ,  separated  from  all  foreign  admixtures  and  later 
accretions,  as  infallible  truth  from  God. 

In  conclusion,  we  ask  particular  attention  to  one  point 
containing  the  subject  of  the  greatest  practical  importance 
for  our  present  consideration.  The  charge  constantly 
brought  against  us  from  the  beginning  is  that  our  position 
is  indeterminable,  that  our  views  are  indefinably  vague. 
*^  Nobody  can  tell  what  Unitarianism  is,*^  we  are  every- 
where informed.  What  u  Unitarianism  7  is  the  question 
greeting  i6  on  all  sides.  It  seems  to  us  that  we  can  give 
and  ought  to  give  a  candid  answer  to  that  question,  that  we 
shall  secure  to  ourselves  a  great  advantage  by  avowing  and 
defining  our  denominational  ground.  We  will  in  simple 
terms,  and  in  as  small  space  as  possible,  attempt  such  a 
statement  as  seems  to  us  to  be  now  demanded  at  our  hands. 
If  it  be  accepted  by  the  body  whose  servants  we  are,  it  will 
be  a  record  for  authoritative  reference.  Let  it  be  distinctly 
understood  that  we  do  not  propose  the  presentation  of  any 
thing  like  a  creed  to  be  signed  or  to  have  authority  over 
individual  minds.  What  we  intend  is  a  general  proclama- 
tion of  our  Unitarian  views,  as  a  guide  to  the  inquirer  who 
wishes  to  know  reliably  what  our  chief  opinions  really  are. 
And  even  in  this  respect,  of  course,  our  statement  cannot 


2t  TWENTT-BIGHTH   ANNUAL   KEPORT.  T.'n 

be  exhaustive,  but  only  set  forth  the  prominent  outlines.  In 
regard  to  numerous  particulars,  there  are  varieties  of  opin- 
ion among  us,  as  there  are  among  all  other  theological  bodit-s. 
We  aim  simply  to  make  the  fairest  statement  we  can  upon 
the  whole.  And  this  is  not  submitted  for  instant  and  un- 
qualified adoption,  but  for  consideration,  discussion,  and  sucii 
revision  as  may  appear  to  be  needed.  It  is  also  to  be  pre* 
mised,  that  our  limits  forbid  us  even  hastily  to  indicate  \\\e 
various  classes  of  arguments  by  which  we  are  led  to  the 
conclusions  which  we  are  about  to  submit.  We  can  onlv 
baldly  declare  the  conclusions  themselves. 

There  are  two  somewhat  distinct  points  of  view  from 
which  Unitarian  Christianity  may  be  set  forth  and  explained. 
It  may  be  considered  relatively  and  controversially,  or  di- 
rectly and  positively.  For  different  purposes  each  ooode  is 
best,  and  we  will  not  shrink  from  either.  Adopting  the 
first  method,  it  is  to  be  affirmed  that  we  as  a  body  disbelieve 
in  the  triune  nature  of  God,  not  on  account  of  any  my^ery 
connected  with  the  doctrine,  but  because  it  is  entirely  desti- 
tute of  proof  from  nature,  reason,  experience,  or  Scripture. 
We  disbelieve  in  all  those  commonly  defended  views  of  the 
principles  and  results  of  the  Divine  government  which  ap- 
pear to  us  to  involve  a  vindictive  character  ;  in  the  curs^ot 
dogmas  of  the  total  depravity  and  helplessness  of  human 
nature,  and  the  dogma  of  the  dislocation  and  degradatioo 
of  the  material  world  and  the  causal  introduction  of  physi- 
cal death  into  it  by  the  sin  of  the  first  man ;  in  the  Deiry 
of  Christ ;  in  an  infinite  sacrifice  vicariously  expiating  for, 
and  purchasing  the  pardon  of,  the  sins  of  mankind  ;  in  ihc 
arbitrary  election  of  some  to  eternal  bliss,  and  condemna- 
tion of  others  to  eternal  torture ;  in  the  resurrection  of  the 
fleshly  body  at  any  future  day  of  judgment ;  —  disbelieve  thai 
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Chrifltianity  is  any  after-expedient  devised  for  the  magical 
salvation  of  man,  or  that  the  Scriptures  are  plenarily  in- 
spired, that  18,  are  the  literal  composition  of  (jod.  On  the 
other  hand,  we  as  a  body  do  believe  in  the  unity  and  in  the 
paternal  character  and  merciful  government  of  God;  in 
man^s  natural  capacity  of  virtue  and  liability  to  sin,  and  in 
the  historic  and  actual  mingled  sinfulness  and  goodness  of 
all  human  character;  in  the  divinely  ordained  laws  and 
orderly  development  of  the  natural  world,  admitting  the 
fiicts  of  imperfection  and  the  ravages  of  sin  as  incident  to 
the  scheme ;  in  the  supernatural  appointment  of  Christ  as 
a  messenger  from  Grod ;  in  the  originally  given  and  never 
wholly  forfeited  ability  of  roan  to  secure  his  salvation  by 
a  right  improvement  of  his  faculties  and  opportunities, 
whether  in  Christian  or  in  pagan  lands ;  in  the  immediate 
and  unretuming  passage  of  the  soul,  on  release  from  the 
body,  to  its  account  and  reward ;  in  the  remedial  as  well 
as  retributive  office  and  intention  of  the  Divine  punish- 
ments ;  and  we  regard  Christianity,  not  as  in  contradiction 
to,  but  as  in  harmony  with,  the  teachings  and  laws  of  na- 
ture, —  not  as  a  gracious  annulment  of  natural  religion,  or 
X  devised  revision  of  it,  or  antidote  to  it,  l^t  as  a  divine, 
imnouncement  of  its  real  doctrines  with  fulfilling  complete- 
oess  and  crowning  authority,  its  uncertainties  being  re- 
moved, and  its  dim  points  illuminated,  and  its  operative 
force  made  historic,  through  the  teachings,  life,  character^ 
death,  and  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ,  of  which  we  rever- 
ently receive  the  Scriptures  as  furnishing  an  authentic  and 
reliable  record,  to  be  studied  and  discriminated  under  the 
guidance  of  reason,  in  the  light  of  learning,  and  by  the  laws 
of  universal  criticism. 

Let  us  next  adopt  the  second  method  of  definition,  offer- 
ing a  direct  and  positive  statement  of  the  fundamental  prin- 
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ciples  and  peculiarities  of  the  Unitarian  interpretauoa  of 
Christianity.  As  a  denomination,  —  with  as  few  quaiifica> 
tions  and  exceptions,  probably,  as  mark  the  opinions  of  any 
one  sect  in  Christendom,  —  we  unite  and  agree  in  the  fol- 
lowing positions  and  views.  We  believe  in  the  absoluiB 
perfection  of  the  one  living,  the  only  wise  and  true  God. 
We  believe  in  the  omniscient  scrutiny  of  his  providence, 
the  unspeakable  nearness  of  his  spirit,  accessible  to  eveiy 
obedient  soul  as  the  medium  of  regeneration  and  element 
of  eternal  life.  We  believe  in  the  supernatural  authority 
of  Christ  as  a  Teacher,  in  his  divine  mission  as  a  Re- 
deemer, in  his  moral  perfection  as  an  example.  We  be- 
lieve in  the  Scriptures  as  containing  the  recorded  history 
of  the  promulgation  of  a  revelation.  We  believe  in  the 
existence  and  influence  of  hereditary  evil,  but  hold  that 
man  is  morally  free  and  responsible,  living  under  a  dispen- 
sation of  justice  and  mercy  wherein  he  is  capable,  by  piety, 
purity,  love,  and  good  works,  of  securing  the  approval  of 
Grod  and  fitting  himself  for  heaven.  We  believe  in  the  all- 
transcending  importance  of  a  thoroughly  earnest  religious 
faith  and  experience,  diffused  through  all  the  character, 
spread  over  c^l  the  life,  consecrating  all  the  motives,  gov- 
erning all  the  conduct,  purifying  and  softening  all  the 
heart,  consummating  the  dignity,  peace,  and  joy  of  man  in 
this  world,  and  especially  constituting  his  acceptableness 
for  ever  in  the  holy  and  loving  eye  of  Grod.  We  are  not 
infidels,  spuming  God's  word,  deifying  human  reason,  and 
proudly  relying  on  our  own  merits  for  admission  to  heaven, 
but,  with  deepest  sense  of  human  frailty  and  sin,  we  bow 
before  every  manifest  token  of  Grod's  will,  and  humbly 
trust  in  his  pardoning  goodness,  so  eminently  certified  to 
us  through  Christ,  for  salvation  at  last.  We  believe  that 
in  the  immortal  life  beyond  the  grave  just  compensations 
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of  glory  and  woe  await  us  for  what  is  left  incomplete  in 
the  rewards  and  punishments  of  the  present  state.  We 
conceive  the  essence  of  Christianity,  as  adequately  as  it 
can  he  descrihed  in  a  few  words,  to  he  the  historic  and 
livingly  continued  exertion  of  a  moral  power  from  God, 
through  Christ,  to  emancipate  the  human  race  from  the 
hondeige  of  evil :  it  is  the  sum  of  intelligible  and  experi- 
mental truth  and  life  incarnated  in  and  clothed  upon  the 
historic  person  of  Christ,  sealed  by  the  authority  of  his  di- 
vine commission,  recommended  by  the  beauty  of  his  divine 
character,  stealing  into  prepared  hea^s,  and  winning  the 
allegiance  of  the  world. 

Such  are  the  great  essentials  by  which  we  stand.  In  re- 
gard to  all  critical  and  philosophical  questions,  all  abstract 
theological  dogmas,  all  purely  metaphysical  problems  what- 
ever, —  whether  touching  the  secrets  of  the  Godhead,  or 
the  particular  mode  of  the  Divine  plans  and  actions,  or  the 
psychological  rank  of -Christ,  or  the  degree  of  historical 
corruption  contained  in  the  letter  of  Scripture,  or  the  pre- 
cise spiritual  connections  of  our  race  with  its  federal  head 
and  the  transmission  of  moral  qualities  and  conditions,  or 
the  exhaustive  agencies  and  exact  processes  of  regenera- 
tion;— as  respects  all  topics  kindred  to  these,  we  declare 
that  particular  explanations  of  them  are  not  essential,  we 
undertake  no  binding  definition,  we  leave  them  in  the  most 
unqualified  way  to  the  perfectly  free  researches  and  con- 
clusions of  each  individual  mind,  having  no  point  of  quarrel 
as  to  any  difiference  that  may  arise  concerning  them.  This 
has  been  the  very  genius  of  our  body  and  movement  from 
its  start,  and  is,  as  we  think,  the  truly  wise  and  generous, 
and  the  only  justifiable,  ground  to  be  assumed.  We  insist  on 
the  essentialness  of  faith,  humbleness,  pure  morality,  active 
benevolence,  and  earnest  piety, -^  the  practical  elements 
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of  pure  and  undeiiled  religion ;  but  on  all  matters  of  dog- 
matic theology  and  Biblical  criticism  gladly  leave  every 
person  to  his  own  freedom  and  responsibleness.  We  agree 
with  all  Christian  denominations  in  maintaining  Hie  neces- 
sity of  personal  goodness  and  esperimental  religion.  But 
we  are  distinguished,jon  the  one  extreme,  from  the  sacer- 
dotal and  the  Calvinistic  churches,  by  our  disbelief  in  the 
magically  saving  efficacy  of  sacramental  forms  or  meta- 
physical dogmas.  In  the  mean,  we  are  distinguished  from 
the  liberal  and  growing  body  of  our  Universalist  brethren, 
on  this  wise.  It  is  our  firm  conviction  that  the  final 
restoration  of  all  is  not  revealed  in  the  Scriptures,  but 
that  the  ultimate  fate  of  the  impenitent  wicked  is  left 
shrouded  in  impenetrable  obscurity,  so  far  as  the  total  dec- 
larations of  the  sacred  writers  are  concerned ;  and  while 
we  do  generally  hold  to  the  doctrine  of  the  final  universal- 
ity of  salvation  as  a  consistent  speculation  of  the  reason 
and  a  strong  belief  of  the  heart,  yet  we  deem  it  to  be  in 
each  case  a  matter  of  contingence  always  depending  on 
conditions  freely  to  be  accepted  or  rejected.  Those  of  us 
who  believe  (as  the  large  majority  of  us  do)  in  the  final  re* 
covery  of  all  souls,  therefore  cannot  emphaaze  it  in  the 
foreground  of  their  preaching  as  a  sure  part  of  Christianity, 
but  only  elevate  it  in  the  background. of  their  system  as  a 
glorious  hope  which  seems  to  them  a  warranted  inference 
from  the  cardinal  principles  of  Christianity  as  well  as  from 
the  great  verities  of  moral  science.  On  the  other  ex- 
treme, we  are  distinguished  from  the  ultra  rationalists,  by 
devoutly  acknowledging  the  supernatural  origin  and  con- 
tents of  our  faith,  and  taking  a  posture  of  lowly  disciple- 
ship  at  the  feet  of  Christ  our  Master,  owning  him  for  the 
immaculate  Son  of  Grod. 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  we  assert  that  salvatiim  rests  not 
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on  superficial  observance  of  rites,  or  on  intellectual  assent 
to  creeds,  or  on  any.  arbitrary  and  irresistible  decree,  but, 
under  the  grace  of  God,  on  the  rightness  of  the  ruling 
affection,  on  humble  faithfulness  of  life  and  integral  good- 
ness of  character.  Herein  our  denominational  existence 
is  justified,  and  our  distinctive  work  assigned  to  us.  We 
think  we  have  a  true  and  generous  faith,  adapted  to  the 
progress  of  reason  and  to  the  exigencies  of  the  times.  On 
this  liberal  ground,  aroimd  these  practical  issues,  let  us 
rally  together  and  labor  for  the  honor  of  our  Grod  and  the 
welfare  of  our  neighbor  by  the  advancement  of  truth  and 
the  diffusion  of  love.  Auspicious  omens  are  above  us.  In- 
viting fields  are  before  us.  Sainted  names  adorn  our  annals. 
Saintly  spirits  ascended  from  our  fraternity  hover  over  us, 
cooperative  yet,  and  attend  our  march.  Overlooking  all 
minor  differences,  sinking  all  alienating  controversies,  in 
the  generous  and  conciliatory  spirit  that  becomes  us  best, 
in  the  fear  and  aflection  of  God,  in  the  faith  and  love  of 
Christ,  let  us  go  forth  with  a  warmer  philanthropy,  a  holier 
consecration,  a  deeper  piety,  a  more  united  front,  than  we 
have  yet  shown,  —  go  forth  to  the  conquest  of  a  brighter 
future  than  has  ever  been  prophesied  by  our  pcust. 


PUBLIC    MEETING 


The  PuMic  Meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  oo  the 
evening  of  the  24th  of  May,  at  7|  o^clock,  in  the  Federal 
Street  Meeting*house.  Prayer  was  offered  hy  the  Rer. 
Andrew  P.  Peabody,  D.  D.  of  Portsmouth.  An  ahatract 
of  the  Report  of  the  Executive  Coramittee  was  given  by 
the  Preadent,  Rev.  Dr.  Lothrop,  who  then  read  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  which  were  laid  before  the  meeting  for 
dtscussidn,  and  to  which  several  gentlemen  had  been  pre- 
engaged  to  speak :  — 

• 

**  1.  Rnohed,  That  the  Divine  aatfaority  of  the  Ge^pel,  as  found- 
ed  on  a  special  and  xniraculoua  interposition  of  God  for  the  ie- 
demption  of  mankind ,  ia  the  basis  of  the  action  of  thia  AssoeiatioB. 

"  2.  Resolved^  That,  while  to  a  large  extent  we  unite  with  oar 
fellow-Christiana  of  every  name  in  laboring  by  common  means  for 
common  ends,  we  have  also  a  distinct  work^  whose  essential  impor- 
tance and  adaptedness,  alike  to  the  intereats  of  pure  Christianity 
and  to  the  wants  of  the  age,  demand  our  continued  existenoe  and 
xealous  action  as  a  distinct  denomination. 

'*  3.  Resolved,  That,  while  many  of  the  signs  of  the  times  are  so 
auspicious  for  the  rapid  spread  of  Liberal  Christianity,  our  de- 
nominational memories  and  hopes,  blending  with  our  sacred  obliga- 
tions to  the  truth  as  we  hold  it,  should  conjoin  and  animate  us 
with  new  zeal,  and  send  us  forth  to  cheerful  labors,  in  the  light 
of  glorious  promises,  to  make  the  waste  places  of  humanity  lejoioe 
and  bloom  under  the  renewing  power  of  the  religion  of  Christ.*' 
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Rev.  Dr.  Palfrbt  of  Cambridge  was  invited  to  speak 
upon  ihefrrst  resolution. 

He  expressed  his  satisfaction  with  the  grouod  taken  in  that 
resolution.  He  thought  it  was  the  only  basis  upon  which  this 
Association  ought  to  conduct  its  operations ;  and  as  long  as  it  con- 
tinues to  carry  on  its  operations  on  this  basis,  it  will  continue  to 
command  the  confidence  of  the  Unitarian  community.  He  saw 
nothing  in  this  resolution  that  was  intolerant,  nothing  inconsistent 
with  the  liberality  of  the  Gospel.  He  could  love  the  devout  Pagan, 
or  Mohammedan,  or  Catholic,  or  Deist ;  but  while  he  conceded  to 
them  the  full  right  to  free  investigation  and  free  opinion,  he 
claimed  the  same  right  for  himself.  Believing,  as  he  did,  that  the 
evidence  of  Christianity  is  identical  with  the  evidence  of  the 
miraculous  character  of  Jesus,  he  was  glad  that  this  Association 
had  made  this  declaration.  He  alluded  to  the  speculations  of 
Pagan  philosophers  respecting  the  doctrine  of  immortality.  They 
could  not  arrive  at  any  clear  and  satisfactory  conclusions  on  the 
subject.  They  interrogated  Nature,  and  Nature  was  dumb.  His 
belief  in  immortality  rested  entirely  on  the  words  of  Jesus  Christ* 
If  it  were  not  for  the  proofs  which  Christianity  afforded  of  this 
great  doctrine,  he  saw  no  evidence  that  we  were  not  as  the  beasts 
that  perish.  He  gave  rather  a  low  estimate  of  German  works  on 
subjects  of  speculative  theology.  He  thought  more  favorably  of 
them  in  the  department  of  criticism.  He  argued  that  the  works  of 
Jesus  —  his  miraculous  powers — were  the  highest  evidence  that 
he  came  from  God.  He  quoted  the  words  of  Jesus,  "  The  works 
that  I  do,  they  bear  witness  of  me  that  the  Father  hath  sent  me." 
He  considered  the  miraculous  origin  of  Christianity  established  by 
the  most  satisfoctory  testimony.  He  renewed  the  expression  of 
his  satisfaction  with  the  declaration  of  the  fact,  —  for  he  consid- 
ered it  a  fact,  —  by  this  Association,  that  the  Gospel  is  founded  on 
a  special  and  miraculous  interposition  of  God  for  the  redemption 
of  mankind,  and  that  this  is  the  basis  of  all  their  operations  for 
the  spread  of  Liberal  Christianity.  He  believed  the  mission  and 
labors  of  this  Association  to  be  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  great 
object  for  which  Jesus  came  into  the  world,  which  was  to  seek  and 
to  save  that  which  was  lost.  * 
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The  Prbsidbn T  next  called  upon  the  Rev.  William  R. 
Alger  of  Roxburt,  to  speak  in  support  of  the  second 
resolution.     He  responded  as  follows :  — 

The  particalar  body  of  Christian  believers  represented  by  this 
Association  desire,  by  enforcing  the  great  practical  teachings  of 
the  Bible,  by  faith  and  prayer,  by  preaching  and  example,  hy  ob- 
seryanoe  of  the  sacraments,  by  holding  forth  the  history  of  Christ 
with  its  afiecting  motives  and  sanctions,  by  the  varioos  instru- 
mentalities of  education  and  discipline,  and  by  aiding  the  progress 
of  just  reforms  in  society,  to  secure  the  uniyersal  reception  of 
the  moral  truths  contained  in  the  Scriptures ;  to  awaken  in  every 
heart  a  profound  personal  reverence,  gratitude,  and  love  towards 
Christ,  through  a  proper  appreciation  of  the  divinity  of  his  char- 
acter and  the  transcendent  deserts  of  his  work  in  the  world ;  to 
arouse  in  every  sinful  soul  a  deep  recognition  of  its  guilt,  frailties, 
errors,  and  wants,  establish  in  it  the  triumphant  dominion  of  per- 
sonal virtue,  and  lead  it  through  the  needful  processes  of  spiritual 
experience  unto  a  redeemed  and  new  state  of  filial  trust  and  devout 
joy ;  to  enthrone  God  supremely  in  every  mind,  will,  and  aflbction, 
filling  life  with  the  harmony  of  obedience  and  crowning  it  with 
the  consecration  of  piety ;  and  finally  to  remove  all  needless  evils 
from  the  earth  and  hasten  on  the  millennial  times.  These  are  the 
universally  acknowledged  duties  of  all  who  bear  the  Christian 
name,  and  so  far  we  heartily  join  in  laboring  by  common  means 
for  common  ends. 

But,  in  addition  to  this,  there  are  peculiar  duties  which  each 
sect  feels  to  be  incumbent  upon  itself,  and  here  our  several  lines  of 
labor  begin  to  diverge  and  to  grow  in  a  degree  antagonistic.  It 
is  precisely  here  that  each  denomination  looks  for  the  justification 
of  its  existence,  and  the  obligation  of  its  characteristic  aims  and 
methods.  What,  then,  are  the  peculiarities  of  work,  instrumen- 
tality, and  adaptation  on  which  our  Unita.rian  Cause  rests  its 
claims  for  support  ?  I  expect  briefly  to  be  able  to  show  that  they 
are  such  as  do  undeniably  demand  for  it  at  our  hands  the  most 
resolute  defence  against  all  assaults,  and  the  most  enthusiastic 
furtherance  over  all  obstacles. 
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• 

The  great  peculiar  function  of  Unitarianism  is  to  purify  the 
popular  Christianity  from  the  historical,  theological,  ritual  cor- 
ruptions mingled  with  it  since  it  came  from  its  Founder.  We  are 
the  advocates  of  pure  Christianity,  understanding  by  that  term  the 
genuine  teachings  of  Christ  himself,  with  the  addition  of  his  pez^ 
sonal  character,  history,  and  authority.  I  know  of  no  scholar  who 
has  written  upon  the  history  of  the  Christian  religion,  and  has 
not  admitted  that,  in  its  various  contacts  and  struggles  with  Jewish 
rites  and  prejudices,  with  Greek  philosophy  and  genius,  with  Ori- 
ental thought  and  form,  and  with  Roman  superstition  and  power, 
it  was  considerably  modified  by  them,  and  somewhat  adapted  to 
their  demands  in  regard  to  particular  formulas  of  doctrine  and 
nearly  all  of  its  ceremonial.  On  this  stibject  we  undertake  to  dis- 
tinguish, and  to  show  apart,  the  pure  original  and  the  pagan  admix- 
tures which  make  up  the  present  composite  of  popular  Christianity. 
Of  all  such  doctrines  and  observances  as  the  trinity  of  the  Godhead, 
the  total  incarnation  of  the  Deity,  the  resurrection  of  this  fleshly 
body,  the  infiJlibility  of  the  Pope  as  vicegerent  of  God  on  earth, 
the  absolution  of  sins  at  human  hands,  the  salvation  of  souls  by 
sacramental  acts,  the  gorgeous  and  idolatrous  ritual  of  Romanism, 
the  fundamental  features  of  the  Augustinian  scheme  of  vicarious 
atonement,  the  insane  deification  of  the  letter  of  a  sacred  book,  — 
of  all  these,  and  other  their  kindred  points,  we  deliberately  assert — 
and  wish  to  be  held  responsible  for  the  assertion  in  any  competent 
presence  —  that  they  are,  one  and  all,  of  pagan  origin,  were,  in  all 
essential  respects,  in  full  existence  centuries  before  Christ  was 
bom  into  the  world,  and  were  gradually  adopted  in  the  course  of 
Pharisaic  and  Grentile  dissensions,  Gnostic  heresies,  Platonic  oon- 
tfoversies  and  studies,  political  persecutions,  and  scholastic  specu- 
lations, and  wrought  into  the  body  of  an  adulterated  Christianity. 
If  this  were  the  time  and  the  place,  it  would  be  an  easy  office  for 
me  to  establish,  by  abundant  proo&,  every  portion  of  the  general 
statement  now  made. 

Such  being  the  ease,  I  say  it  is  our  great  distinctive  duty  to 
carry  forward  the  work  of  purging  away  the  numerous  corrup- 
tions by  which  essential  Christianity  is  overlaid  and  impregnated, 
in  danger  of  being  stifled  and  poisoned  to  death.    The  eamesl 
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liberal  thought,  the  oomprehensWe  theological  learning,  the  un- 
shnnking  critical  discriminatioo,  and  the  calm  oontroUing  reaaoo 
which  produced  and  presided  over  the  coromenoement  of  the 
Unitarian  Movement  in  this  country  are  still  needed,  and  thai 
more  Uian  ever.  By  all  means  they  ought  to  he  welcomed  and 
nurtured  till  the  Herculean  task  set  them  to  do  is  finished.  We 
ought  not  to  fear  or  to  neglect  these  intellectual  traits  and  equip- 
ments, as  some  of  us  from  whom  we  had  a  right  to  expect  better 
things  appear  to  do,  but  with  increased  earnestness  to  honor  them 
and  foster  them,  while  we  add  to  them  the  more  essential  qnalx> 
ties  of  humble  fiuth  and  simple-hearted  piety.  To  do  otherwise 
will  be  our  suicide.  By  our  culture,  our  liberal  view  of  life  and 
its  relations,  our  cheerfuf  confidence  in  nature  and  reasoot  oar 
freedom  from  the  bondage  of  petrified  creeds  and  the  shackles  of 
ecclesiastical  authority,  our  superiority  to  the  mere  letter  of  eflele 
traditions,  and  our  manly  trust  directly  in  the  living  God  of  lo-day, 
the  Grod  of  law,  history,  and  the  soul,  as  well  as  of  the  Bible,  we 
seem  to  be  the  best  fitted  of  existing  sects  to  prosecute  this  work 
of  Christian  purification.  Indeed,  we  are  in  a  sort  pledged  to  it 
by  our  whole  history  and  the  very  necessities  of  our  denoroina- 
tional  genius,  and  we  can  see  no  promise  that  it  will  be  done  at 
present  by  any  body  else  in  America. 

There  are  two  chief  considerations  or  motives  whi^  ^oald 
bring  the  obligation  of  this  labor  emphatically  home  to  our  hearts 
and  consciences.  In  the  first  place,  standing  as  we  do  in  the  free 
and  joyous  light  of  pure  Christianity,  we  are  bound  to  endeavor 
to  extend  that  great  privilege  to  others.  Blessed,  as  we  are,  with 
the  most  natural,  rational,  consoling,  impregnable  system  of  faith 
ever  possessed  by  men,  we  are  called  on  to  dififiiee  it,  to  deliver 
our  less  fortunate  brethren,  entangled  in  the  meshes  of  gloomy 
and  frightful  errors,  from  the  mass  of  horrors  and  absurdities 
which,  to  so  large  an  extent,  make  up  the  prevalent  theology,  to 
wrench  away  and  dissipate  that  burdensome  and  deadly  body  of 
untruth  and  superstition  and  pretence,  which  sits,  vampyre-like,  on 
the  groaning  breast  of  humanity,  abhorredly  feeding  at  the  life  of 
the  world.  The  doctrine  that  the  material  creation  b  wrecked 
and  accursed  in  the  sight  of  its  Maker  on  account  of  human  sin ; 


267  TWSNTT-BIGHTH  ANNUAL  BEPOBT.  35 

the  doctiine  that  human  nature  is  hereditarily  perfectly  saturated 
with  hell,  soaked  through  every  thread  and  fibre  in  depravity; 
the  doctrine  that  immense  majorities  of  the  ever-renewing  popula- 
tions of  the  globe  at  the  stroke  of  death  helplessly  drop  into 
everlasting  burnings ;  the  doctrine  that  forces  even  *'  infancy  and 
childhood  to  pass  in  pallid  and  hopeless  procession  within  the 
foldings  of  that  dismal  night  which  the  fingers  of  morning  shall 
never  unbar  " ;  the  doctrine  which  makes  ''  the  Cross  the  central 
gallows  of  the  creation,"  and  Grod  the  great  cruel  hangman  of  the 
universe ;  such  doctrines  as  these,  say  what  their  advocates  may, 
must,  just  in  proportion  as  they  are  believed,  cruelly  prey  on  the 
sensibilities  of  humanity,  rob  life  of  its  natural  cheer,  darken  sky 
and  earth  with  anxious  broodings,  and  shroud  the  future  in  fear. 
The  victims  of  these  views,  persons  who  at  all  appreciatingly 
contemplate  them,  plainly  show  the  evil  consequences  in  their 
faces,  so  sternly  forbidding  or  so  sadly  care-worn,  in  their  disa- 
greeable narrowness,  their  nngeuial  gloom,  their  scrupulous  for- 
malism. 

These  doctrines  are  not  to  be  neglected  in  theory,  under  the  de- 
lusion that  they  are  innocent  in  practice.  He  that  mistakes  these 
coiled  serpents  for  harmless  hoops,  and  picks  them  up,  will  be 
pierced  by  their  fatal  fangs,  and  will  betray  the  virus  more  or  less 
in  his  visage,  and  in  his  character,  and  in  his  presiding  spirit. 
Such  views,  even  in  the  half-reality  with  which  alone  they  con- 
tinue to  be  experimentally  held,  are  not  free  from  ill  efiTects. 
Their  bitterness  falls  in  *'  the  frantic  weeping  of  the  rain.'*  Their 
melancholy  moans  in  the  storm.  Their  wrath  glares  in  the  light- 
ning, and  growls  in  the  thunder,  wrenches  in  the  whirlwind,  and 
yawns  in  the  earthquake.  Looking  and  listening  through  them, 
the  poet  says :  — 

*«  We  hear 
The  wail  of  the  remonefbl  winds  in  their 
Strange  penance,  and  this  wretched  orb  knows  not 
The  taste  of  rest ;  homeless  and  sobbing  through 
The  deep  she  goes." 

Their  severity  degrades  and  demoralizes  man  and  life.      Their 
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spirit  poure  poison  along  the  channels  of  experienee.    Their 
harden  weighs  in  unwholeeome  pain  and  dread  upon  the  heart. 

These  views  are  by  no  means  to  be  regarded  as  obsolete  in  the 
preaching  and  professed  faith  of  the  theological  world.  I  will 
addaoe  bat  one  instance  from  many  in  my  knowledge  to  illnstrate 
this  assertion.  One  of  the  most  eminent  clergymen  in  this  eity  * 
has  recently  published  a  yolume  of  sennons  in  whidi  he  says  of 
the  forty-two  children  who  mocked  Elisha,  that  they  are  now  in 
hell !  As  if  it  were  not  punishment  enough  for  the  thoughtless 
folly  of  playing  children,  to  be  horribly  torn  in  pieces  by  heais! 
He  also  describes  the  doom  of  Herodias's  daughter,  for  having 
asked  the  head  of  John  the  Baptist  in  a  charger,  thus :  "  A  fran- 
tic spirit  in  hell,  she  spends  eternity  with  that  charger  always  be- 
fore her  eyes,  and  that  head  haunting  her  from  one  deep  to  an- 
other deep  in  the  bottomless  pit.*'  The  person  who  could  sincerely 
hold  this  doctrine,  with  reason  to  carry  it  out  to  its  legitimate  re- 
sults, and  imagination  to  construct  and  gaae  on  the  consequent 
realm  of  woe,  —  conditions  which  it  must  be  confessed  its  advo- 
cates  do  not  practically  fulfil, — and  not  have  his  brain  turned  and 
his  heart  broken  by  the  jiorrid  burden,  must  be  an  inhuman  mon- 
ster of  obtuse  and  selfish  depravity,  not  fit  to  live.  I  submit  to 
every  fair  mind  if  this  is  not  a  true  predicate  of  such  a  case.  The 
same  author  from  whom  I  have  quoted  further  informs  us  (in  a  ser- 
mon courteously  preached  to  Unitarians),  that  "  there  is  nothing  in 
the  universe  which  God  hates  so  much  as  he  does  false  doctrine." 
By  "  false  doctrine "  of  course  is  meant  whatever  theological 
tenets  are  opposed  to  the  grand  principles  of  Calvinism.  And 
so  we  are  left  to  suppose  that  eternal  torture  is  the  unavoidable 
portion  of  all  responsible  souls  who  have  not  a  self-abandoning 
trust  in  the  atoning  efficacy  of  Christ's  death,  a  condition  which  I 
do  not  believe  one  person  in  ^^re  thousand  of  all  mankind  can 
possibly  meet.  All  the  Heathen,  all  the  Roman  Catholics,  (?)  all 
the  Universalists,  all  the  Unitarians,  therefore,  are  condemned  to 
an  eternity  of  woe,  any  description  of  which  bursts  the  bounds  and 
beggars  the  resources  of  language.    Our  own  sainted  dead,  then. 

*  The  Rev.  Nehemiah  Adamn,  D.  D. 
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names  aa  aweet  and  spotless  as  any  registered  on  the  whole  calen- 
dar of  the  canonized,  are  now  in  hell,  and  must  writhe  there  in  the 
unutterable  ecstasies  of  all  concentrated  anguish  and  nameless 
horror,  '*  unrespited,  unpitied,  unreprieved,  ages  of  hopeless  end." 
I  would  be  far  from  attributing  this  doctrine  now  to  the  general 
body  of  the  Papal  or  the  Calvinistic  communion,  —  they  have  out- 
grown it,  —  but  I  do  assert  it  to  be,  beyond  all  denial,  an  integral 
part  of  their  historic  and  estaUished  orthodoxy,  and  to  be  still 
boldly  maintained  by  nearly  all  of  their  most  zealous  leaders,  both 
lay  and  clerical.  Is  it  not  high  time  mankind  were  rescued  from 
such  unendurable  monstrosities  of  doctrine  ?  Why,  if  these  things 
were  true,  then  it  were  better  far 

**  To  let  the  race  die  out, 
And  thus,  with  master-stroke,  at  once,  cheat  hell 
Of  its  enormous  revenues ! " 

It  is  exactly  here,  on  this  vital  issue  as  to  what  is  essential  to 
float  penonal  salvation,  that  we  are  bound,  by  every  sacred  tie  that 
can  hold  thinking  and  religions  men,  to  break  with  our  Papal  and 
Calvinistic  brethren,  and  hold  up  the  alternatives  broadly  to  the 
world.  They  respectively  say  of  the  one  indispensable  condition  of 
final  salvation, -» the  former,  that  it  is  unconditional  self-aurrender 
to  the  ghostly  guidance  of  the  Church,  the  priest ;  the  latter,  that 
it  is  implicit  reliance  on  the  substituted  merits  of  Christ.  We 
say  it  is  a  pure  and  loving  heart,  an  honest  and  loyal  will,  a  sin- 
cere deeive  and  eflbrt  to  do  and  to  be  in  all  respects  the  best  one 
can.  O,  I  would  that  this  practical  issue,  divested  of  all  embar- 
rassroeats,  might  be  clearly  presented  to  the  universal  people. 
Let  them  be  asked  which  is  most  important  to  salvation,  —  a  forced 
attempt  to  believe  that  God  is  three,  or  a  real  loyalty  to  untwisted 
oonviotions  of  truth  f  a  doting  abdication  of  reason  at  the  Pope*s 
toe,  or  a  manly  8elf<;ulture  f  an  iron  assent  of  the  will  to  Calvin's 
dogmas,  or  a  fond  clasping  of  the  heart  around  the  natural  virtues? 
la  it  doubtful  which  way  they  would  decide?  Overawed  and  held 
back  by  nominal  majorities,  revered  traditions,  and  old  establish- 
nents,  the  popular  verdict  may  seem  to  he  for  our  antagonists ; 
bat  let  the  veal  issue  be  fairly  submitted  to  them  for  their  free 
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preference,  and  they  would  come  over  to  us  in  one  seiried  m»m^ 
with  all  their  banners  waving  and  every  heart  beating  fall  high 
with  enthusiastic  loyalty  to  our  liberal  views.     So  the  armies  of 
France,  intrusted  and  sent  by  the  antiquated  and  tyrannical  axis 
tocracy  of  the  land,  to  take,  bound  or  dead,  the 

<*  Great  Conican  who  had  come  from  Elba, 
Were  stmck  to  stataes  by  his  kingly  eyes; 
He  spoke,  —  they  broke  their  ranks,  they  dasped  bis  knees. 
With  tears,  along  a  shoating  road  of  triomph. 
They  bore  him  to  a  throne." 

The  other  urgent  reason  or  motive  why  we  should  maintain  our 
characterizing  views  without  compromise,  and  earnestly  labor  to 
propagate  them,  is,  that  precisely  our  doctrines,  our  interpretations 
of  Christianity,  are  best  of  all  calculated  to  stem  that  tide  of  utter 
scepticism  now  setting  so  fearfully  in  from  various  quarters,  and 
to  save  the  world  from  abandonment  to  absolute  irreligion.  When 
men  are  taught  that  the  inspiration  of  the  whole  Bible  is  verbal 
and  absolutely  perfect ;  that  all  infants  not  elect  or  baptized  are 
helplessly  reprobate  for  ever;  that  the  flat  contzadictioa  of  the 
Athanasian  Trinity  and  the  gross  immorality  of  the  Calviniatic 
Atonement  must  be  reverently  believed ;  that  there  is  no  life  fer 
man  save  in  the  body,  the  soul  perishing  in  the  grave  mitil  the 
day  of  resurrection ;  and  when,  furthermore,  they  observe  the  eroel 
bigotry  and  gloom  inherenUy  belonging  to  genuine  Calvinism  an- 
cerely  held,  and  perceive  the  organized  preference  of  Romanism  for 
tyranny  and  ignorance  over  freedom  and  education, — the  progress 
of  science,  independent  thought,  and  naturalness,  in  these  times, 
cannot  fail  to  provoke,  sooner  or  later,  a  general  reaction  of  pro> 
testing  disbelief  and  disgust  and  indignation  against  the  whole 
system  of  religion  connected  with  such  incredible  dogmas  and  sooh 
injurious  usages.  The  heathen  notions  and  medi«val  traditioDs  on 
which  these  things  repose  have  lost  their  seat  in  the  living  rever> 
ence  of  this  age.  And  as  to  arguments,  why,  they  never  had  any. 
To  the  common  modem  mind,  in  regard  to  any  meaning  or  force  they 
once  had,  they  are  now  as  empty  as  a  last  year's  nest.  The  timor^ 
ous  tide  of  superstition  and  submission  has  ebbed  so  far  away,  that 
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the  haggaid  strand  of  theology  is  left  strewn  all  over  with  the  de- 
caying hulks  of  dogmas  and  forms  which  once  perhaps  had  living 
comeliness  and  use,  but  can  have  them  now  no  more.  The  mag- 
nificent pretensions  of  the  Episcopal  doctrine  of  the  Apostolic 
Succession,  for  instance,  have  dwindled  away  in  the  public  regards 
of  this  age,  until  now  it  is  mentioned  with  a  smile  by  nine  tenths 
of  its  nominal  upholders,  and  none  save  its  titular  descendants 
really  care  a  fig  for  the  laying  on  of  hierarchic  hands,  or  the  apos- 
tolic succession  of  magical  men,  but  only  for  the  mystic  unction 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the  divine  succession  of  apostolic  men. 
The  necessary  consequence  of  the  meeting  of  the  free  and  scien- 
tific spirit  of  this  age  with  the  obsoleteness  and  unreasonableness 
and  stark  incredibility  of  much  of  the  prevalent  theology,  is  an 
alarming  reaction  of  unbelief,  so  that,  in  fact,  within  the  very 
fortresses  of  the  Calvinistic  and  Sacerdotal  systems  the  under- 
mining, rotting  power  of  profoundest  scepticism  is  at  work  to  a 
tremendous  extent.  The  preeminent  danger  of  our  times  is,  that, 
by  the  ultimate  revulsion  from  an  outgrown  theology,  the  altars  of 
all  religion  will  be  submerged  in  a  flood  of  dissolved  conformities 
and  overriding  infidelities. 

The  so-called  Orthodox  theologians  have  a  mortal  aversion  to 
the  natural  sciences  and  to  philosophy.  When  Sir  Joseph  Banks 
was  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  of  the  Royal  Society,  Bishop 
HoTsley,  the  textual  gladiator  among  divines,  voted  against  him, 
**  because  he  was  a  collector  of  cockle-shells  and  bugs" !  But 
science  has  extended  its  conquests  in  astronomy,  geology,  physiol- 
ogy, and  other  fields,  until  scores  of  inconsistencies  are  discovered 
between  its  certainties,  the  letter  of  Scripture,  and  the  contents  of 
the  established  creeds.  To  evade  these  diflSculties  the  popular 
theologians  have  recourse  to  expedients  which  on  any  other  sub- 
ject would  be  univeTBally  scouted  for  their  nonsense  or  scourged 
for  their  sophistry.  The  Unitarian  is  ready  to  meet  this  exi- 
gency, this  approach  of  historical  critical  unbelief,  by  the  just 
declaration  that  the  Bible  is  not  a  text-book  of  science  or  philoso- 
phy, and  by  the  candid  admission  that  it  is  not  everywhere  infiilli- 
ble ;  by  giving  up  the  dogmas  which  contradict  the  categories  of 
raasoD  and  violate  God's  first  revelation  in  nature  and  man,  and  by 


40  TWBIITT-EIGHTH  ANNUAL   BEPOBT.  ^2 

holding  forth  «  system  of  simple  tratbs,  suggested  by  aatnra  and 
experience,  mothoritaUToly  oonfinned  by  Chnst,  sod  which  cooit 
and  defy  all  scrutinies  and  tests. 

But  sot  only  is  a  crisis  of  historisal  doubts  hastening  od  ;  fidl 
pace  with  it  comes  striding  forward  a  darker  danger,  a  crisis  of 
sensual  worldliness.  The  doctrine  which  sets  earth  and  besTea, 
the  emplojrments  of  time  and  the  interests  of  eternity^  in  irreeso- 
cilable  opposition  to  each  other,  banishing  religion  from  natnie 
and  God  from  the  present  existence,— this  doctrine,  CTerywheie 
Tirtually  proclaimed  by  the  reigning  theology,  at  a  period  which 
is  the  intensely  vitaliied  focus  of  mechanical  toils,  bosineas  enter- 
prises, and  earthly  ambitiona,  is  threatening  to  prove  &tal  to  relig- 
ion* The  irresistible  pressors  of  tendencies  is  now  soeh,  thai,  if 
men  cannot  aubsenre  and  secure  tiie  flfuritual  ends  of  eleniily 
through  the  material  means  of  time,  they  will  practically  sink  the 
future  in  unbelief  and  deify  the  sensoal  goods  of  the  preaenl. 
This  crisis  our  Liberal  Christianity  alone  is  prepared  to  meet  and 
to  decide.  The  repeating  of  pagan  litanies,  the  confewion  of 
absurd  creeds,  the  superstitious  enactment  of  ^ella,  one  day  in 
six,  will  no  more  dissolve  the  solid  mass  of  surnmnding  and  en- 
croaching worldliness,  than  moonbeams  will  melt  down  tbe  mnUe 
mountains.  The  necessity  for  sucoessfuUy  overruling  this 
is  exactly  of  our  peculiar  theological  posaeasion,  namely,  a 
of  belief  adapted  to  human  nature  and  to  the  &cts  of  ita 
lion  in  the  world ;  that  is  to  say,  a  system  of  belief  which  spiiifc- 
nalises  nature,  character,  life,  experience,  themselves, 
all  the  actualities  of  the  present  stale,  makes  them  holy  and 
bolac,  covered  with  moral  sanctions  and  governed  by  xeligMiaB 
aims;  which  teaches  us  to  trace  the  gentle  benefieenoe  of  the 
Father  in  the  smiling  sunshine  and  the  distilling  shower,  and  ia 
the  very  frenay  of  nations  to  discern  thi&  omnipotent  staSesmaashijp  of 
God.  Instead  of  bombarding  all  the  natucal  desires  and  labon  of 
the  present  scene  from  the  alien  fortresses  of  a  hostile  rel^ioa,  tlie 
faith  we  hold  would  sanctify  them  with  a  ooneeiofisneBs  of  the  Di- 
vine presence  and  oversight,  fill  them  with  the  sweetness  of  filial 
obedience  and  trust,  and  so  solemnise  and  ciown  all  earth's  bnsy 
realities  with  religion's  majeotio  sanctions  end  heaven^s 
hopes. 
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Mr.  Preeident,  I  cannot  express  how  dearly  and  intensely  1  be- 
lieve that  a  consistent  and  difiiised  Unitarian  theology  would  prove, 
on  the  one  hand,  the  obligatory  deliveranoe  of  pure  Christianity 
from  the  fearful  errors  of  its  friends,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
practical  safeguard  of  the  age  from  the  triumph  of  unmitigated 
worldliness. 

With  such  adaptations  as  we  have  to  the  religious  wants  of  the 
times,  it  may  appear  strange  that  our  denomination  has  not  at- 
tained a  greater  numerical  bulk  than  it  has.  There  are  three 
principal  reasons  for  this.  In  the  first  place,  the  people  generally 
for  the  last  fifty  years  have  neither  been  interested  to  investigate 
theological  subjects  individually  and  freshly,  and  come  to  an  in- 
dependent and  intelligent  conclusion  for  themselves,  nor  have  they 
been  permitted  to  listen  unbiassed  to  our  expositions,  or  to  read  them 
and  judge  impartially.  Their  sectarian  guides  have  invoked  every 
antipathy  of  deafening  and  blinding  prejudice  against  our  opinions, 
and  still  continue  to  do  so  in  most  places.  Our  arguments  have 
bd^n  neglected,  our  books  banned,  our  voices  shunned,  our  aims 
belied.  Our  misrepresented  and  abused  system  of  faith  has  been 
'wrapt  in  rhetorical  winding-sheets  of  horror,  and  held  up  to  the 
shocked  and  hating  gaze  of  bigotry  and  obloquy.  A  corpse-like 
image  of  it  has  been  made  in  ice,  and  the  mocking  effigy  passed 
freezingly  along  the  popular  theological  circles,  amidst  the  deri- 
sive exclamations,  "  Perceive  how  deadly  cold  it  is !  "  "  How  dif- 
ferent from  the  heated  mummies  we  have  been  taught  to  cherish !  *' 
I  have  not  one  doubt,  that,  if  our  Unitarian  Christianity  had  been 
competently  studied  by  all  without  prejudice,  it  would  this  day 
command  the  docile  allegiance  of  mankind.  Give  us  a  fair  and 
patient  hearing  at  the  ear  of  the  world,  and  we  will  ask  no  more 
to  convince  the  mind  and  to  win  the  heart  of  the  world. 

But  perhaps  the  chief  cause  of  the  slow  open  diffusion  of  our 
views  is  the  fact,  that  thousands  on  thousands  who  really  believe 
with  us  yet  remain  in  full  communion  with  the  popular  churches, 
without  a  word  or  a  sign.  One  of  the  most  striking  moral  char- 
acteristics of  the  present  age,  and  certainly  the  most  alarming  one, 
is  its  general  public  disloyalty  to  its  private  religious  convictions. 
Where  persons  shall  attend  preaching  and  worship,  is  far  from  al- 

4* 
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wsys  being  with  then  a  question  of  oooeorduit  belief  or  of  diiiwiit ; 
it  is  perbape  m  often «—  in  eoneeqneoce  of  theological  igDornnce  and 
leligioua  indiflbrenoe— a  question  of  neie  eoDTenieooe,  lanluoa, 
expedieney.  After  inquiring  in  uinmneraUe  inslaaoea,  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say,  aAd  I  would  say  it  in  say  presence,  that  not  one 
person  in  twenty  of  those  who  regularly  attend  the  popnlsr 
ehurehes  will,  in  candid  private  conversaUoo,  pretend  to  beliere 
in  the  most  charaderistic  CalTinistio  and  Saeeidotal  peeuliaritiBs 
of  those  communions,  or  hesitate  to  assent  to  the  principal  praeti- 
cal  points  of  Unitarian  Christianity!  Yet,  with  hollow  eon- 
formity,  all  goes  on  ss  if  there  were  no  disbelief.  Tke  age  is 
losing  its  sense  of  public  obligation  to  truth.  Frequently  our 
own  distinguished  laymen,  tiling  up  their  lesidenee  in  other 
places,  make  a  habit  of  attending  the  foahionaUe  churches,  to  the 
utter  neglect  of  the  one  with  which  their  convictions  and  iesiings 
avowedly  go.  Is  not  this  shaaaeAil  1  Why,  there  im»  a  time  when 
men  gave  up  their  possessions  and  laid  down  their  lives  rather 
than  yield  one  inch  to  false  conformity.  T7»ey  welcomed  the 
stake  and  the  gibbet ;  we  will  not  forego  one  worthleas  smile  oft 
ftshioo.  This  state  of  things  betokens  woe,  woe,  woe.  Sneh  a 
spirit  of  disloyalty  to  truth  was  rife  in  Rome  when  Paul  went 
there.  The  glorious  and  solemn  temple  of  the  ancient  Tsligion 
and  civilixalioo  stood  toppling  in  the  shocks  of  rampant  crime,  and 
disMlving  in  the  slime  of  sensual  eormplion.  Then  was  it  that 
Christianity  touched  the  palsied  nerves  of  men  to  magnetie  sieei, 
lialk>wed  the  earth  with  the  copious  blood  of  martyrs,  sad  poured 
a  flood  of  regenerating  life  into  the  dying  heart  and  shrivelled 
veins  of  the  old  world.  Do  we  not  need  soch  an  impulse  now 
again  ?  What,  shall  every  trace  of  the  martyr  spirit  die  out 
from  the  modem  world !  Shall  every  vestige  of  the  old  Puritan 
stock  that  ook>ni«0d  these  bleak  strands  into  paradise  disappear 
fnim  among  us!  Amidst  the  unprecedented  prosperities  of  ou 
rushing  worldliness,  there  is  the  intenser  need  of  a  stem  conse- 
cration to  tmth  within,  to  counteract  the  corraptiona  and  unbe- 
liefs of  the  time  by  a  thoroughly  eamsdmtitms  confesMon  and 
service.  And  now  shall  Fashion  —  Fashioiy,  the  frivolans  snd 
braaeo  harlot  of  the  world  — sweep  in  her  iaunting  robes  through 
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the  Churoh  of  Chnsl,  makwg  ftll  the  modeet  aafictities  of  pure  re- 
ligion shrink  and  veil  (hemaeWea  from  before  her,  by  her  haughty 
step  and  invidioos  gaze  trampling  on  the  awful  equality  of  wor- 
shippers, and  enthroning  the  poor  dietinotions  of  outward  society 
on  the  very  allar  of  Godi  We  do  net  fear  learning,  critieiam, 
science,  the  scrutiny  of  reason,  the  tests  of  experience,  the  deolap 
rations  of  Scripture,  —  we  eagerly  court  them  all.  But  we  de  fear 
the  outrageous  and  growing  power  of  worldly  fashion  and  mental 
dislojralty  in  hindering  the  visible  spread  of  Liberal  Christianity. 
We  would  ask  the  attention  of  mankind,  while  in  the  most  seleinn 
manner,  as  before  the  tribunal  of  Almighty  Grod,  we  utter  in  the 
great  court  of  the  world's  conscience,  our  sad  and  indignant  pro^ 
test  against  the  fearful  drifting  of  tiiis  ignorant,  heartless,  and 
unprincipled  inflnenoe  through  all  our  leading  modem  oomnui- 
nities. 

Finally,  there  has  usnslly  been  among  ourselves  a  vast  deal  of 
meditative  vagueness,  theological  compromise,  doctrinal  indiffer- 
ence, —  a  sad  lack  of  closeness  of  denotninational  union,  preciaaon 
of  denominational  purpose,  and  urgency  of  denominational  seal. 
Many  of  us  have  been  nndnly  vai^ped  and  enervated  by  the  gvavi- 
tating  power  and  subtle  efiects  of  great  nwjonties,  established  opin- 
ions, fashions,  and  prejudices,  led  into  timeserving  adaptations  ef 
pliraaeology  to  the  old  cutient  fomuiikis.  This  lack  of  consistency 
in  standing  by  our  theological  and  critical  positions,  hek  of  bold 
liooesty  in  pushing  them  thoroughly  to  their  legitimate  eoodno 
sioas,  lack  of  learned  and  cnltured  equipment  and  proselyting 
zeal  lo  illustrate,  support,  lecoounend,  and  spread  our  denomiaa- 
tional  views,  is  enough  to  account  for  the  humble  limitatiens  of 
our  sectarian  success.  Many  of  our  brethren — very,  very  unlike 
their  opponents—  seem  to  have  a  childish  and  immoral  horror  of 
saying  a  frank  word  concerning  those  points  about  which  they 
differ  from  the  great  multitude  of  believers.  Did  Christ  do  sol 
Did  Paul  do  so?  Did  Luther  do  so?  Did  any  gifled  and  girded 
soul,  noble  in  endowments,  earnest  in  convictions,  and  mighty  in 
endeavors,  ever  do  so!  It  is  neither  joslifiable  nor  in  any  way  ex- 
pedient to  do  so.  We  have  invariably  heard  the  dreaded  cry, 
."  Sectarianism,"  the  instant  one  has  wished  us  to  organise  as  s 
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lamp  pre|>antoTy  to  operating^  as  a  leaven.  If  we  wooki  floimaii 
as  we  onght,  and  fulfil  oar  miflsion,  we  moat  reform  in  this  thing 
altogether. 

We  have  the  most  oonaiBtent  and  cheering  faitii  ever  enjo3fed. 
Qm  we  not  labor  for  it  in  ardent  zeal,  withont  the  Tulgar  stimnloa 
of  narrow  bigotries  and  the  lurid  warning  of  pit->fires?     If  ewer  a 
noble  position  was  allotted  to  a  theological  party,  if  ever  mighty 
responsibilities  were  laid  on  a  religions  body,  if  inomineiit  and 
pleading  Toices  from  the  dead  and  from  the  living  ever  called  on 
men  to  be  faithful  and  to  be  earnest,  then  so  to  us,  now !     If  the 
fiusts  of  the  esse  as  they  are,  the  leal  state  of  affiiirs  in  the  relig- 
ions world,  oould  find  adequate  ntterance,  I  think  the  dumb  walls 
would  speak,  and  the  dead  bones  of  oar  denomination  be  made  to 
tingle  with  superabundant  zeal.    The  best  tendencies  of  the  spirit 
of  the  age,  breaking  away  from  unreasonable  traditions  and  aihi- 
trary  authorities,  are  working  powerfully  in  our  behalf.    The  no- 
blest instincts  of  human  nature  are  struggling  for  us.     When  the 
chivalrous  minstrel  wandered  orer  the  earth  in  search  of  his  kingly 
master  and  friend,  imprisoned  by  an  enemy  in  some  foreign  clime, 
he  sang  under  all  prison  windows  the  airs  they  had  sung  together 
in  other  and  happier  days.    At  last,  as  he  sang  before  a  grim 
fortress,  suddenly  from  the  frowning  pile  responsive  rolled  the  old, 
familiar  strain,  —  and  the  lost  monarch  was  redeemed.    So  Human- 
ity, imprisoned  long  in  the  dungeon  of  Superstition,  fettered  with 
nnnatnral  creeds,  will  recognise  the  tones  of  truth  familiar  and 
dear  in  the  soul*s  native  land  of  innocence  and  faith,  and  the  greal, 
royal  throbs  of  her  mighty  heart,  beating  on  our  side  with  irresist- 
ible power,  will  knell  the  fate  of  hoary  falsehoods  and  oppresaioos. 
The  progress  of  science  and  of  sound  philosophy  is  for  as.    The 
decision  from  an  impartial  and  saflksient  snrvey  of  eoelesiastical 
history  is  in  our  favor.    The  pure  teachings  of  Jesus  are  all  ex- 
pressly coincident  with  our  views.    The  fortunes  of  fteedom  and 
the  promise  of  the  future  are  cure. 

And  now  shall  we  forfeit  or  neutralize  all  these  nnrivalled  provi- 
dential advantages,  by  indolently  dropping  our  most  eflbctive  weap- 
ons, and  cowardly  fleeing  from  our  post  in  the  very  moment  of 
dawning  victory  I    Shall  we  treacherously  strike  our  fkair,  ^nd  let  • 
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the  holy  banoer,  od  who«e  iriiunphant  rising  the  heart  and  hojie 
of  humanity  and  the  ages  axe  waiting,  be  defiled  in  the  dust  ?  If 
80, 1  should  think  the  ascended  fathers  of  our  liberal  faith  woidd 
lean  from  their  heavenly  seats  to  prevent  such  recreancy,  and  the 
noble  spirits  of  history  swarm  around  to  cry  shaiBe  %a  us  I 

What  less  or  other,  then,  can  we  do,  than  stand  unflinchingly  by 
our  dutimUve  principles,  and  zealously  follow  out  our  diMlinOive 
methods,  and  thus  labor  on  until  at  last,  in  the  good  time  appointed 
by  the  Lord  himself,  all  minds  are  guided  by  the  tnith  of  love,  all 
hearts  united  in  the  love  of  truth,  all  hands  ^occupied  with  tasks 
of  usefulness,  all  leet  busy  on  enands  of  kindness ;  and,  including 
the  whole  world  within  its  priestly  embrace  and  sacramental 
ground,  its  altars  redolent  with  incense,  its  recesses  hushed  with 
prayers,  its  aides  thronged  with  worshippers,  its  pictured  walls 
ringing  with  hymns,  its  beauteous  and  solemn  dome  mystic  with 
the  awful  rapture  of  faith  and  prophetic  of  a  living  eternity, 
aveiywhere. 

Shall  rest  upon  eardi's  grateftd  soda 
The  temple  that  is  truly  CM^e. 

Rev.  Hbnst  W.  Bbllows  of  New  York  was  then  an- 
nounced to  speak  on  the  third  resolution,  who  said,  in  sub- 
stance :  — 

It  is  a  few  hours  only  since  I  knew  I  was  to  enjoy  the  privi- 
lege of  addressing  this  Asaociatioo;  so  that  my  oflering  hero 
must  be  a  heartrofibring,  and  not  a  duly  prepared  form  of  sound 
wotds. 

I  lejoiee  with  you,  Mr.  President,  in  the  encouraging  prospects 
of  the  Ajneriean  Unitarian  Association  and  of  the  body  of  Liberal 
Christians  it  represente.  I  thank  God  that  I  was  brought  up 
in  this  fold,  and  feel  that  no  service  I  can  render  the  cause  of 
Uniurianism  is  sdequate  to  the  obligations  it  has  imposed  upon 
me.  Not,  however,  that  our  peculiar  views  of  Christianity  seem 
to  me  so  exclusively  important  to  the  Christian  world  as  many 
othem  appear  to  think  them.  To  love  them  most  heartily,  I  need 
only  to  place  them  on  a  level  with  other  theological  opinions  ia 
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imblio  Talae.  All  fonns  of  Christianity  have  their  origin  in  the 
diverse  temperaments,  peculiar  wants,  and  special  circnmstanoes 
of  different  times,  races,  or  neighborhoods.  The  creeds  of  the 
(%areh  ars  so  many  difiermt  windows,  varied  in  me  and  shape, 
through  whidi  men  see  the  Gospel  passing  by,  and  which  cast 
something  of  their  own  color  and  outline  upon  the  Gospel  itself. 
That  particular  outlook  from  which  a  man  first  sees  the  Gospel 
is  the  one  to  which  he  is  for  ever  after  likely  to  repair  for  his  pros- 
pect of  religion,  and  indeed  all  other  points  of  view  seem  to  hiro  to 
defonli,  discolor,  or  only  half  reveal  wh  >i  has  taken  on  a  fixed 
aspect  in  his  eyes.  It  is  a  pleasant  and  grateful  evidence  of  the 
precioQsness  of  a  Christian  experience,  that  that  fi>rm  of  Chris- 
tianity which  has  first  aroused  the  religious  life  usually  seems  to 
the  subject  of  it  the  true  and  only  Gospel ;  and  thus  the  tenacity 
of  sectarian  errors,  the  persistency  of  the  world  in  what  we  call 
erroneous  dogmas,  is  only  a  proof  or  illustration  of  the  attach- 
ment with  which  Christians  cling  to  whatever  is  assoeialed  with 
a  religion  that  has  blessed  and  saved  their  souls. 

Brought  up  in  the  Unitarian  faith,  Unitarianism  is  to  me  the 
Gospel,  and  I  love  and  honor  it  with  all  the  strength  of  my  relig- 
ious affections,  and  all  the  fondness  of  a  grateful  child.  Ton 
cannot,  said  Richter,  make  roe  love  my  own  mother  leas,  by  tell- 
ing me  how  many  better  mothers  there  are  in  the  world.  You 
cannot  make  me,  under  any  circumstances,  forget,  that  through 
this  particular  form  of  opinion  I  first  acquired  my  knowledge  of 
religion,  and  that  in  it  is  cast  my  whole  Christian  ezperie&ee ! 
I  thank  Grod,  as  any  true  child  might  do,  that  he  gave  me  ths 
very  mother.  And  I  do  it  none  the  less  heartily  because  of  a 
persuasion  that,  had  I  not  been  bom  into  this  fold,  I  should  proba- 
bly never  have  come  into  it  at  all.  Brought  up  under  any  mild 
system  of  orthodoxy,  I  think  I  should  have  found  no  difficulty  in 
making  my  home  there.  Indeed,  in  our  day  it  requires  nothing 
but  the  exercise  of  a  little  imagination  and  a  moderate  degree 
of  aocommodativeness  to  make  a  comfortable  religions  home 
within  almost  any  received  Christian  creed.  It  is  observable 
that,  with  occasional  and  most  important  exceptions,  it  is  not  the 
strong  and  earnest  men  who  forsake  the  creeds  in  which  they 
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were  educated ;  they  ordinarily  have  aa  ostrioh-like  stomach  to 
digest  the  stones  which  break  the  teeth  or  lay  heavy  on  the  hearts 
of  feebler  coostitufions.  Weaker  creeds,  again,  are  narrow  only 
to  those  who  have  not  strength  to  expand  them.  A  strong  soul, 
shut  up  in  a  narrow  creed,  elbows  it  away  from  him,  until  he 
makes  it  ample  enough  for  his  case.  Indeed,  the  older  creeds 
have  been  so  stretched  and  honeycombed  by  the  struggles  of  the 
saints  and  sages  who  have  dealt  in  them,  that  he  must  be  a  very 
capacious  soul  who  finds  himself  cramped  or  stifled  a(Wr  due  ex* 
ploration  of  their  recesses  and  proper  use  of  their  loopholes. 

Our  love  for  our  faith  is  not  measured  by  our  hatred  of  other 
faiths.  The  true  battle-front  of  Unitarianism  in  our  day  is  not 
towards  orthodoxy,  but  towards  sin.  Without  intending  to  deny 
the  right  and  duty  of  Christian  denominations  to  criticize  and 
correct  each  other's  opinions,  without  overlooking  the  sacredness 
of  truth  and  the  importance  of  seeking  and  promulgating  it,  il 
is  idle  to  suppose  that  the  progress  of  theological  opinions  in 
OUT  day  is  materially  dependent  upon  our  activity  as  critics 
or  assailants  of  orthodoxy.  There  are  other  influences  at  work 
on  the  theological  creed  of  Christendom,  so  much  grander,  surer, 
more  operative  in  producing  liberality  of  sentiment  and  simplicity 
of  faith,  than  any  we  can  wield,  that  it  seems  at  least  safe  for  us 
to  confine  our  activity  to  the  positive  declaration  of  our  opinions 
and  the  practical  exhibition  of  their  value  as  spiritual  weapons. 
But  in  respect  to  the  prevalence  of  the  Christian  spirit  and  the 
production  of  the  Christian  life,  there  is  an  immense  field  of  duty 
open  and  calling  loadly  for  devoted  laborers.  Christianity  is  still 
engaged  in  a  deadly  conflict  with  the  wickedness,  selfishness, 
and  unbelief  of  theworM.  In  that  great  strife  we  must  bear  onr 
part  as  soldiera  of  the  cross,  and  here,  whatever  our  liberality  may 
be,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  rally  advantageously  under  any  other 
than  onr  denominational  colore.  It  is  as  Unitarian  Christians  that 
we  must  do  our  part  in  this  warfare.  Whatever  others  may  feel 
or  believe,  beneath  whatever  sign  they  may  conquer,  we  believe 
and  feel  Unitarianism  to  be  Christianity,  and  all  the  efibrts  we 
can  make  for  Christianity  must  be  for  and  through  that  form 
of  Christianity  which  we  receive.    This  is  a  denominationalism 
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wiiieh  is  both  nnobjeetionable  and  l»iidab]«.  And  it  booomes 
thoae  in  oar  ranks  who,  beings  opposed  to  sectarianisai,  are  siadc 
in  eontribntions  to  the  support  of  Unitarianism,  to  ask  themselves, 
how  they  are  going  to  aid  Christianity,  religious  institutions  and 
eflbits  at  ail,  if  they  do  not  help  them  through  the  Chrisuan  body 
which'  itts  their  sympathies  and  oenfidenoe!  We  are  pari  and 
•pifeMi  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  part  and  parcel  of  the  Gospel  army ; 
we  miBit  eMBgetically  do  onr  share  in  the  work  of  destroying  the 
«f  piety  and  ▼inue ;  and  we  shall  loee  nothing  by 
dinoipliasy  esiMtation,  and  active  confideooe  in  our  own  renoaiees 


The  sBBsiwiisn  y«ii  resd,  Mr.  President,  speaks  of  onr  obliga- 
tions to  iKs  msoMry  if  ihe  saints  passed  to  their  reward,  who  in 
more  difteuit  timss  mpfaeld  the  ooarage  of  oar  hearts  and  kd  on 
oor  Unilmian  baad  »  tb»  Christian  warfare.  Standing  io  this 
place,  benoMh  the  pvipil  liam  which  his  lessons  of  light  and  love 
were  wont  lo  ftll,  htm  mst  I  fail  to  acknowledge  the  protend 
giatitnde  I  elmish,  with  taa  thousand  others,  towards  that  bene- 
factor  of  his  age  and  glmry  of  ottr  body,  William  EUery  Chaa- 
ning!  If  I  could  teiMfer  la  mtmf  heart  in  this  aodienoe  siy 
vivid  recollections  of  the  power  mi  sweetness  of  Dr.  Channiag's 
preaching,  it  would  make  all  fctthai  Iribnta  to  hia  name  on  this 
oeession  unneoessary.  Far  a  cOMidanhle  time  in  the  conns  of 
my  preparation  for  the  mimatty,  it  was  ny  costom  on  altmnate 
Sunday  morninga  to  seek  this  heoaa,  fcll  ef  a  tiiirat  whidi  Chan* 
ning's  teachinga  alone  seemed  aUe  to  tMm^  ^f^  sermon  from 
him  in  those  days  seemed  writtes  te  ma ;  fl^aaaA  a  new  chapter 
in  my  religioua  1^ ;  removed  soma  gtmtL  obslMla  m  my  siadies ; 
came  as  a  special  gift  from  God  ta  my  aaoL  Ii  haiooga  to  the 
highest  truths  of  religion  to  shine  with  aa  Ml  and  enCnl  a  light, 
that  every  quarter  of  the  mental  horissA  ia  «|m%  iihitoinated 
by  them,  and  each  private  garden  drinks  m  dl  Ihehr  asfs  and 
deema  itself  the  special  object  of  their  hi  mm,  6a  It  waa  vith 
Channing*a  teachinga, — every  open  heart  was  flM  hf  tham^  tmd 
each  dooile  hearer  carried  home  what  was  felt  to  he  ai^wwlal  ea** 
munication  from  the  fountain  of  Christian  truth. 

Nor  waa  he  the  only  great  benefibotor  of  our  TK^ifgmm  life  m 
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Umm  dayt.  In  the  neighboring  University  we  were  listening 
from  Sshbath  to  Sabbath  to  Henry  Ware,  with  an  eagerness  and 
delight  whieh  it  is  an  encouragement  to  believe  some  young  men 
may  still  be  feeling  under  the  ministry  of  other  faithful  teachers 
there.  How  precious  and  sacred  is  the  memory  of  such  meo ! 
How  honorable  to  our  body  that  we  should  have  possessed  them ! 
And  every  year  is  adding  to  the  list  of  our  worthies  past  away, 
and  leaving  us  their  memories  to  cherish.  The  past  year  has  not 
spared  us.  Parkman,  the  liberal  host,  the  ever^ready  helper  of 
his  brethren  in  time  of  sickness  and  sorrow,  the  apt  and  dignified 
premding  offioer  in  our  assemblies,  the  ardent  lover  of  his  pro- 
fession, the  kind,  enlightened,  humane,  and  active  Christian ;  —  Har^ 
xington,  the  brave  and  earnest  missionary,  the  ripe  and  firm  man, 
possessing  a  sound  mind  in  a  sound  body,  in  whom  were  blended 
moderation  and  seal,  executive  wisdom  and  eloquence  of  tongue, 
and  who  seemed  so  admirably  fitted  to  bear  the  hardships  and  reap 
the  rich  opportunities  of  that  distant  field  of  Christian  labor  to 
which  our  Grod-speed  had  just  accompanied  him ;  — Judd,  the  strong 
and  beautiful  spirit,  full  of  hope  and  love,  with  courageous  origi- 
nality of  speculation  and  bold  freedom  of  utterance,  both  held  in 
the  curb  of  a  thoroughly  Christian  faith  and  a  most  vital  piety, 
who  adorned  our  literature,  while  he  delighted  our  assemblies, 
but  was  most  beloved  and  honored  in  his  own  home  and  among 
his  own  fiock ;  — these  are  the  losses  of  the  year ;  these  are  men 
whom  God  hss  honored  us  with  the  right  to  call  our  own ;  and  in 
losing  them  we  feel  the  wealth  of  souls  that  Liberal  Christianity 
hss  possessed,  and  are  moved  to  pledge  ourselves  afresh  to  a  faith 
which  has  borne  such  fruits,  that  we  may  keep  it  green  and  flour- 
ishing while  God's  grace  sheds  its  smile  upon  our  efiforts.  The 
past  is  secure !  and  is  not  the  future  promising  t  Our  worst  days, 
Mr.  President,  I  believe,  are  over !  The  causes  that  produced  us 
are  more  active  now  than  when  we  came  into  existence,  and  must 
this  not  produce  other,  and  more,  liberal  Christians?  It  was  no 
chance  that  gave  Unitarians  existence.  We  were  in  the  right 
line  of  theological  descent.  The  free  inquiry,  the  political  free- 
dom, the  commercial  life  of  the  times  produced  our  faith,  and  it 
is  immensely,  if  secretly,  nourished  by  the  spirit  of  the  age.  With 
VOL.  XXVI. — NO.  297.  6 
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■  political,  literary,  and  philantlnopie  atmosphere  soA  as  we  live 
ill,  what  elae  but  Libeial  Chriatiaaity  can  floariah!    The  afaarp- 
nesB  of  our  theological  linea,  the  excloaiTeoeaa  of  our  dogmatic 
optnioDa,  the  loo  ethical  chaiaoter  of  our  methoday  muai  be  abated. 
We  want  more  play  of  imagination,  more  indulgesce  to  feeling,  a 
liTelier  aympathy  with  the  past,  in  our  theology ;  a  little,  too,  of 
that  Gennan  mysticiam,  which  our  leanied  brother,  with  a  right 
to  apeak  on  that  aubject  which  I  eould  not  claim,  haa  aomewhat 
diaparaged,  would  not  hann  ua;  but  with  theae  modifieationa,  I 
moat  confidently  believe  that  what  ia  eeaentially  our  &ith«  what  ia 
DOW  so  miaanderatood  and  abused  under  the  name  of  Unitariaaiam, 
will  be  the  Christianity  of  the  future.  The  aky  ia  brighteoing  lor  ub. 
We  have  had  our  rougheat  weather.    Other  aecta  aae  destined  lo 
their  atormy  experiences,  when  we  are  anugly  adtled  in  our  harbor. 
The  intellectual  activity  which  haa  made  ua  radicala  aud  destnto- 
tivea,  and  subjected  us  to  so  much  questioning  and  omaplaiat  for 
our  indefiniteness  of  opinion  and  alienation  from  the  main  body  of 
Christendom,  that  intellectual  activity  is  now  felt,  and  ia  destined 
to  be  felt  far  more  in  all  Christian  denominations,  breaking  up 
their  foundationa,  unaettling  their  tranquillity,  and  placing  them 
in  their  turn  among  the  anxious  pioneers  and  explorera  for  a 
credible  feith.     It  would  not  surprise  me,  if  in  the  next  generati«ifl 
we  were  the  most  settled  sect  in  Christendom,  a  fixed  point  and 
haven  for  other  Christian  bodies  afloat  and  atoim-tost  to  steer  by. 
But  however  that  may  be,  let  ua  be  of  good  cheer,  keep  what  God 
has  committed  to  us,  be  faithful  to  our  history  and  position,  trans- 
mit  the  names  and  the  labors  of  our  saints  and  aages  to  our  chil- 
dren, and  for  the  rest  leave  God  to  perform  all  that  he  haa  not 
left  us  to  do  by  our  fidelity  to  hia  spirit  and  to  the  precepts  of  his 
Son  and  Saviour. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Bellows^s  remarks,  the  resolu- 
tions were  adopted  without  a  dissenting  voice,  and  the  con- 
gregation broke  up,  after  singing  the  doxology,  and  a  bene- 
diction from  Rev.  Dr.  Lothrop. 
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ACT  OF  INCOEPOBATION. 

COMMOKWSALTH  OV   MA88A0HUSSTT8. 

In  the  year  one  thoosand  eight  hundred  and  forty-aeven. 

An  Act  to  moorparaie  the  American  Omiarian  Attodatiom. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representattves,  in 
General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  fol- 
lows :  —  Section  1.  Charles  Briggs,  Samuel  K.  Lothrop,  Henry  P. 
Fairbanks,  their  associates  and  successors,  are  hereby  made  a  corpo- 
ration, by  the  name  of  the  American  Unitarian  Association,  with  all 
the  powers  and  priyileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  liabilities,  and 
restrictions,  set  forth  in  the  forty-fonrth  chapter  of  the  Berised  Stat- 
utes ;  and  said  corporation  may  hold  real  and  personal  estate  to  the 
▼alue  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  devoted  exclusively  to  the  pro- 
motion of  the  interests  of  moral  and  religious  instruction.  Section  2. 
All  donations,  devises,  and  bequests  of  real  and  personal  estate,  which 
m«y  heretofore  have  been  made  to  the  American  Unitarian  Assoda- 
tion,  or  to  the  Executive  Committee  thereof,  shall  be  and  enure  to 
the  use  and  benefit  of  the  corporation  hereby  created,  to  be  appro- 
priated, however,  to  the  purposes  designated  in  any  such  donation, 
devise,  or  bequest  Section  3.  This  Act  shall  take  effect  from  and 
after  its  passage. 

Hoose  of  Representatives,  March  3d,  1847.    Passed  to  be  enacted. 

Ebek.  Bbadbuxt,  Sjpeaher. 

In  Senate,  Marah  4, 1847.    Passed  to  be  enacted. 

W.  B.  CiXHomr,  Prmidmi. 

Mareh  4th,  1847.    Approved. 

Gbobgb  N.  Bbioos. 

Secrelary'i  Office,  March  5, 1847. 
I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  Act 

JoHK  G.  Palfbxt, 
Seareiary  oj  the  CommtonweaUh. 

BY-LAWS. 

Abtiolb  1.  The  object  of  the  American  Unitarian  Association 
shall  be  to  diffuse  the  knowledge  and  promote  the  interests  of  pore 
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the  United  States  shall  be  inrited  to  unite  and  ooopeme  with  it  be 

that  purpose. 

Abt.  S.  An  annnal  sabscription  of  one  dollar  shall  comfifSf  a 
person  a  member  so  long  as  snch  snhscription  be  paid,  and  a  sohecnp- 
tion  of  thirtj  dollars  shall  coostitate  a  person  a  nember  for  life. 

AxT.  3.  The  oAcers  shall  be  a  President,  two  Vice-PkaideBtB,  a 
Secretary,  a  Treasnrer,  and  fire  Directors,  two  of  whom,  at  kas^ 
shall  be  laymen.  These  officers  shall  be  chosen  bj  ballot,  at  dM 
annoal  meeting,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  or  till  odMO 
be  chosen  in  their  stead. 

Abt.  4.  These  officers  shall  constitnte  an  Execntt^e  Coausittee, 
who  shall  meet  at  least  once  in  each  month,  and  shall  hare  duu^ge  of 
all  the  business  and  interests  of  the  Association,  the  direction  of  its 
funds  and  operations,  with  power  to  fill  any  yacandes  that  mar  oeeor 
in  their  number,  between  any  two  annual  meetings,  and  to  call  spedsl 
meetings  of  the  corporaUon  whenever  they  shall  deem  it  necessary  or 
expedient 

Akt.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  keep  a  fnH  i«cofd 
of  the  meetings  of  the  corporation,  and  of  the  Execntire  Gommitiee ; 
to  conduct  the  oocrespondenoe  of  the  Association,  and  keq>  an 
rately  arranged  file  of  the  same ;  and  in  general  to  perform 
senrices,  to  suggest,  devise,  and  execute,  under  the  dirertioB  of  the 
Execntire  Committee,  snch  plans  and  measures,  as  shaD,  in  their 
judgment,  tend  to  promote  the  objects  c^  the  Association,  iacreaaa 
Its  usefulness,  and  enlarge  the  sphere  of  its  inflnenoe ;  and  bis  salary 
shall  be  determined  by  vote  of  the  corporation  at  the  ananal  meeciqg. 

Abt.  6.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  shall  be  bdd  on 
the  Tuesday  before  the  last  Wednesday  in  May,  at  nine  o*dock,  A.  IL, 
at  snch  place  in  the  dty  of  Boston  as  the  Execntire  Committee  mar 
appoint,  of  which  due  notice  shall  be  giren  by  adrertisemciit  in  two 
or  more  newspapen  published  in  Boston,  at  least  ten  days  prerions. 

Abt.  7.  Any  amendment  of  these  articles,  proposed  at  one  aasnal 
meeting,  may  be  adopted  at  the  next,  if  a  minority  of  the  Bembcn 
present  vote  in  faror  of  it. 
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CLERQTRfEN  MEBfBEBS  FOB  LIFE. 

-  Thb  following  dezgymen  have  been  made  members  for  life  of  tbe 
Association,  by  the  donation  of  thirty  doUan  or  more,  princiiiaUy 
from  ladies  of  their  respectiye  societies. 


Abbot,  AMel,  D.  D. 
Adams,  Edwin  Qw 
Alden,  Seth 
Alger,  Horatio 
Alger,  William  R. 
Allen,  Joseph,  D.  IX 
Allen,  Joseph  H. 
Allen,  T.  Prentiss 
^Andrews,  William 
Arnold,  Angnstns  C.  I«. 
Babbidge,  Charles 
^Bancroft,  Aaron,  D.  D. 
Barrett,  Samnel,  B.  D. 
Barry,  William 
•Bartlett,  John 
Bartol,  O.  M. 
*Basoom,BseldelL. 
Bates,  Beuben 
Bellows,  Henry  W. 

Bigelowi  Andrew,  D.  D. 
Billings,  Idbeit^r 

*Braxer,  John,  D.  D. 
Briggs,  Charles 
Brigham,  Charles  H. 
Brooks,  Charles 
Brooks,  Charles  T. 
Brown,  Addison 
*Brown,  J.  F* 
Bnckingham,  Edgar 
Bockingfaam,  J.  A. 
Bnlfinch,8.0. 
Bnmap,  Geoige  W.,  D.D. 


Bnrton,  Warren 
Bnsh,  S*  W. 
Chandler,  Sedi 
*Channing,  William  E.,  D.  D. 
Clark,  Amos 
Clarke,  Samnel 
Cole,  Jonathan 
*Colman,  Heniy 
Conant,A.H. 
Coolidge,  James  L  T. 
Cordner,  John 
Crafts,  EUphakt  P. 
Crosby,  Jaasaniah 
«Canningham,  Francis 
Cntler,  Curtis 
Cutler,  B.  P. 
*Damon,  David,  D.  D. 
Davis,  Hasbronck 
Dewey,  Orville,  D.  D. 
Doggett,  TheopUlns  P. 
*£des,  Edward  IL 
^Edes,  Henry, D.D. 
Edes,  Henry  F. 
Ellis,  Geoige  E. 
Emmons,  Henry 
Everett,  Oliver  C. 
Farley,  Frederic  A.,  D.  D. 
Field,  Joseph,  D.  D. 
*Flint,  Jacob 
Flint,  James,  D.D. 
Forman,  J.  Gilman 
Fosdick,  David 


Dvftd. 
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Fox,  Thomas  B. 
FitMt,  BanilUi 
*Ftothiiigham,  l^niluuii 
Fani«i8,  WilUam  H^  D.  D. 
Fuller,  Arthur  B. 
Gage,  Nathaniel 
Gannett,  £xra  8.,  D.  D. 
*Gannett,  Thomas  B. 
Gray,  Ftederic  T. 
Greene,  William  B. 
'Greenwood,  F.  W.  P.,  D.  D. 
Hale,  Edward  £. 
Hall,  Edward  B.,  D.  D 
HaU,  Nathaniel 
Hamilton,  Lather' 
'Harrington,  Joseph 
Hedge,  Frederic  H^  D.  D. 
Hm,  Alonio,  D.  D. 
Hill,  Thomas 
Holland,  Frederic  W. 
Hosmer,  Geoige  W. 
*Howe,  Moses 
Hantington-,  Frederic  D. 
Hontoon,  Benjamin 
IngersoU,  Geoiige  G^  D.  D. 
Johnson,  Bnfns  A. 
*Jadd,  SyWester 
Kendall,  James,  D.  D, 
'Kinslej,  W.  H. 
Kni4)p,  Frederic  N. 
Lambert,  Henij 
Lamson,  Alvan,  D.  J>. 
Lathrop,  Thopias  S. 
Leonard,  Levi  W^  D.  D. 
Lincoln,  CalTin 
'Little,  Robert 
Livermore,  Abiel  A. 
Liyermore,  Leonard  J. 
Xioring,  Bailey 
Lothrop,  Samuel  K.,  D.  D. 


Lnnt,  William  P^  D.  D. 
May,  Samuel,  Jr. 
Merrick,  John  M. 
Miles,  Henry  A.,  D.  D. 
Moore,  Josiah 
Morse,  WUliam 
Mosely,  William  O. 
Motte,  MeUish  L 
Mnney,  Artemas  B 
Newell,  William 
Nichols,  Ichabod,  D.  D 
Nightingale,  Crawfbid 
Noyes,  George  B^  B.  D. 
Nnte,  Ephraim 
Osgood,  Joseph 
Osgood,  Peter 
Osgood,  Samuel 
Palfrey,  Casneau 
Palfrey,  John  G.,  D.  D. 
'Parker,  Nathan,  D.  D. 
Paiker,  Theodore 
'Parkman,  Francia,  D.  D. 
PariLman,  John 
'Peahody,  OUtct  W.  B. 
'Peabody,  William  B.  O^  D.  D. 
Peahody,  Ephraim,  D.  D. 
'Phipps,  Harrison  G.  O. 
Phipps,  J.  H. 
Pferpont,  John 
Pike,Bidiard 
Putnam,  George,  D.  D. 
Reynolds,  Grindall 
Richardson,  James,  Jr. 
Richardson,  Joseph 
'Ripley,  Esra,  D.  D. 
Ripley,  Greoige 
'Ripley,  Samuel 
Robbins,  Chandler 
Robbins,  Samuel  D. 
RobiosiMV  CSiaiiei 
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*Rogen,  Timothy  T. 
Sanger,  Ralph 
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Whitney,  Jonathan 
Whittemore,  Geoign 
Wilde,  S.  8. 
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N.  B.    Of  the  whole  six  hundred  Iiife-members,  twelTC  hare  been 
added  the  present  year. 
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